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HE  liiflroly  of  Society  exhibits  not,  perhaps, 
an  inAance  of  uflirpation  fb  violent  as  that 
which  ieated  Catharitiie  II.  on  the  throne  of  all 
the  Ruflias,  and  never  was  aa  ufurped  throne 
maintained  for  fo  long  a  time,  amidft  convuliions 
<b  tremendous,  and  by  a<fts  fo  detcftable  of  craft, 
Cruelty  arid  injuftice.  The  love  of  empire  and 
fame  was  her  domineering,  but  by  no  means  her 
exclufivc  pailion.  She  contrived  to  blend  the 
moft  dzuirig  ambition,  that  ever  diftinguilhed 
the  male  charaAer,  with  the  grofTcft  fenfuality 
that  ever  dilhbnoured  the  vileft  of  her  own  fex. 
The  acquifition  of  fame  is  eafy  to  any  one  who 
^  has  the  courage  to  be  atrocioufly  wicked.     Pon- 

^  tius  Pilate  Hands  on  the-firft  of  the  rolls  of  fame, 

^  ,  the  Sacred  Hecord,  but  for  what  ?  for  having 

condemned,   in  his  capacity  of  judge,  ah  inna- 
^  cent  pcrfon  to  a  horrid  death,  knowing  him  to 

be  innocent.  Such  is  the  dear-bought  reputa- 
tion which  that  had  woman  has  earnedl  She 
flattered  herfelf,  no  douljt,  that  her  puny  virtues 
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and  fliinlng  talents  would  defcend  to  poftcrityj, 
while  her  crimes  fboiild  remain  unknown,  or 
iink  into  oblivion.  But  the  revcrfc  take^  place. 
Her  meagre  attainments  in  wifdofn  ar^d  virtue 
are  almoft  totally  abforbed  ii^'  the  enormity  of 
her  g^ilt,  both  as  a  woman  and  a  fovereign. 

Her  hiftory  prefents  to  the  world  a  moral  picr 
turc  highly  and  iihiverfally  interefting  and  im- 
portant: It  admonifhes  Princes  what  they  ought . 
not  to  be,  and  Nations  what  they  ought  not  to 
endure.  It  demonftrates,  that  power  and  fplenr 
dor  are  but  a  miferable  fubftitute  for  the  tefti- 
mony  of  a  good  confciencc,  and  evinces  the  truth 
pf  two  remarks  of  a  very  wife  man  and  great 
monarch:—"  Becauie  fentence  againft  an  evil 
"  work  is  not  executed  ipeedily ;  therefore  the 
f .^  heart  of  the  fbns  of  men  is  fully  fet  in  them 
*'  to  do  evil :"  but  "  though  hand  join  in  hand, 
"  the  wicked  fhall  not  go  unpunifhedJ' 

Not  merely,  then,  as  an  amufmg  book,  and 
as  a  detail  of  fa(3:s,  but  as  an  inftrudllve  and 
powerfully  impreffive  code  of  morals,  I  have 
tranilated  the  Hjfiory  of  Catharine  11.  into  Eng- 
Jifti.  By  fuppreffing  the  notes,  fome  of  them 
uninterefting,'  njany  oi  them  tedious,  and  a  few 
not  fit  for  the  public  eye ;  and  by  omitting  the 
ftatifiical  appendix,  I  havt  been*  enabled  to  re- 
duce  the  three  volumes,  of  which  the  originat 
eonfifts,  into  one.     This,  of  cpurfe,  reduces  the 
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price  vdVy  cbtt-fidcraBly,  S'6th  of  the  original  pur- 
fc&afe>  and  in' feinding,'  while  not  a  fyllable  of'thd 
Ixiftory,  properly  to  called,  is  with-held.  *' ' 

With  the  Auth6r*sf  fottrces  of  inf6rmatit)n,  and 

' .     •  »       .         *■        •  ■  .   .    " 

his  fidelity  in  ufing  them,  I  have  nothing  to  do. 
He  difcoveris*  nidfe  candor,  and  leis  Vanity,  perfo- 
nal  as  well  aiS'tiational,  than  moft  Freilch  writers 
with  whofe  works  I  am  conveffint.  The  ftignl^ 
affixed'. to  Admiral  Greig'i  character,'  fiMifc  to  . 
the  Priricefe  Tarra£anofF,  - 1  am'  difpdfed '  to  te-» 
Keve  unjuft.  It  h  totally  inCoAfiftent  with  his 
i^irit  and  condudlcthfough  a  long,  virtuous  and 
fefpcftable  ddre^. ': 'A  Britifh  feamaii  is  6rie  of 
€he-nobleft  of  tiuriikn  bein^fs ;  and  of  the  thou- 
iarids  of  that  profeflSoh  witli  whorii  I  liave  been 
acquainted,  I  never'  knew  one  who  furpafled  that 
Admiral  in  all  the  great  and  good  qualities  of  the 
man,  the  officer,  and,  I  add,  the  Chrlftian. 

It  is  far  from  being  impoffible  that  this,  like 
fbme  other  of  my  publications,  may  provoke  the 
cenlure  of  the  felf-important  Is  and  Wes  of  ano- 
nymous pamphleteers,  prefacers  and  appendix- 
mongers  ;  but  as  I  always  affix  tny  name  to  what- 
ever I  publiih,  I  think  it  beneath  me  to  enter  the 
lifts  with  a  coward,  who  is  irritated  to  the  pen- 
ning  of  a  challenge,  but  wants  the  courage  to 
add  his  fignature  and  place  of  abode.  I  fliall  ever 
treat  the  ridicule  or  the  abufc  of  an  xmkno wn 
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pcrToQ  with  the  contempt  I  bear  tp.  a  iharling 
yijlage-cuir  as  I  waljk,  thyou^  the  flrcet,  vihfx 
yelps  as  if  gQing  to  devour  jov^  but  flinks  intf^^ 
his  hole  if  you  ftop,  tp  look  ^t  hin3u 

M)r  original,  has,  it,  feems|,  been  treated  in  tbcj 
fame  manner^  and  has  taught  me  tp  adopt  thq 
fame  fpirit  Tl^e  laft  feptefice  of^his  preface; 
Ihall,.  therefore,  likewile.be  the  laft.ofnune : 
"I  h^ve  alio  been  criticifed  by  a  pqtty  jour* 
nalif^,  who  has .  con^pofed  a  great  number  o£ 
trifling  works^  altogether  benpath,  criticifnj^ 
and  who^  frequently  talking  of  wh?it  he  doe^ 
^' npt  underftand>  i^"  fo  m^^ch  the,  wore; Uamej^j 
^^  worthy,  in^  difplaymg  jealpufy  of  literary  iiiCf* 
"  cefe,  that  luch  fuccefs  h^s  nothing  in  coippapa. 
^^^  with  any  he  has  ever  been,  able  to  a^taiur"  , 

IJ.  H.  . 

*    *•'  ■* 

Hoxtofti 
20th  Ajfril  1800^ 
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"CTfyTHEN  r  compofed  the  fitft  fltctch  of  thU 
^  ^     Wotk,  it  viris  hurited  to  the  prefi  with 
fo  much  predpitatioii,  thkt  I*  had'  it  not  in  my' 
pdwerto  give  if  either  tBe'fottli  of  the  title  un- 
der which  it  now  appears,     f  entitled  it  only' 
The  Life  of  Catharine  TL  and  that  was  faying  a 
great  deal;     At'  prcfent  I  have  the  prej(umptibn 
to  think  tiiat  it  merits  a  niofe  comprebenfive^ 
denbmitiatioh^  as  it  ooritains  not  only  the  Private* 
iLife-  of  that  Princefs,  but  a  complete  Hiftory  of 
h4r  Keignr,  nay  a  cfoncife'  Hifiory  of  Ruflia,  »' 
wtll  as'^  the  Statiftical  Delineation  of  that  Em- 
pre. 

To  prove  the  undeniable  authenticity  of  the 
fafts '  il^ed  in  this  Work,  I  cpnfider  myfelf  as 
otftliged  to  declare^  with  the  rigid  regard  to  can- 
^  which  I  profefs,  what  are  the  fources  from 
whence  I  derived  them. 

What  relates  to  Peter  I.  to  Catharine  I.  and  ' 
to  their  iiicceffors,  down  to  the  reign  of  Eliza* 
beth,  is  extradled  from  the  Memoirs  of  the  Coimt 
dc  Brace,  of  Field-marefchal  Munich,  and  of 
General  Manttein ;  from  the  fecrct  Correfpond- 
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^ncc  p£  the  King  of  Pruflia,  at  the  time  whert^ 
being  only'  Prince  Royal,  he  wrote  what  per- 
haps he  Would  fldt  have  buffered  to  efcape  him 
after  he  had  mounted  the  throne ;  from  a  Col- 
leAion  of  Anecdotes  furnilhed  to  Voltaire,  but 
of  which,  from  a  very  culpable  caution,  that  ce?- 
Icbrated  Author  made  no  ufc;  and  finally,  from 
a  curious  mamifcript  of  Magnon^  who,  after  hav- 
ing been  Secret&ry^  to  the  able  Negotiator  Cam-r 
prcdon, .  long  remained  Charge  des^  Affairef  from 
France  at  the  Court  of  RufTia. 

As  to  wha,t  concerns  the  reigns  of  Elis^abeth^ 
of  Peter  Illr  and  of  Catharine  H.  I  have  pofleiTed 
very  valuable  materials^  and  which  the  moft  ex- 
traordinary concurrence  of  circumflances  alone 
could  procure  for  one  and  the  fame  Writer.  I 
have  known  particularly,  in  the  north,  men 
complete  mailers  of  all  that  pafTed  at  the  court 
of  Ruflia.  1  have  had  in  my  hands  the  remarks 
of  the  Count.de  Ranzau-Afchberg,  who  was  Am- 
haflador  from  Denmark  to  Peterfburgh,  and  in- 
tiinately  conne<Sed  with  Gregory  OrlofF,  From 
a. memoir  di<5lated  by  SoltikofF  hiipfelf,  I  was, 
enabled  to  detail  the  particulars  of  that  Cham- 
berlain*5  intercourfe  with  Catherine,  during  the 
early  period  of  that  Princefs's  marriage.  Ihavc 
frequently  read  .the  ^fecret  correfpondcnce  of  the 
Minifters  of  France,  La  Chetardie,  Champeaux, 
THopital,  Breteuil,  Beauflet,  Juigne,  and  of  the 
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ChargSf^d*j4ffaires  Berenger,  Sabathler,  Roflig^ol, 
Durand,  Another  JVfinifter  of  France  into  Ruflfia, 
not  leis  diftlhgiiifhed  for  his  Ihining  qualities  than 
foj:  his  amiable  talents,;'  Segur,  who  lived  ibme 
years  in  a  clofe  intimacy  with  Catharine  II* 
and  Potemkin,  has  not  with-held  from  me  the 
flighteft  article  of  information  which  depended 
on  him.  Colonel  Lahaipe,  for  ten  years  the 
tutor  ojf  the  two  Grand-dukes  Alexander  and 
Conftatitine  Paulo witz,  and,  at  the  prefent  day, 
one  of  the  moft  zealous  fupporters  of  Helvetic 
liberty,'  has  difplayed  towards  me  a^  much  kind- 
nefs  as  Segur. 

The  wife  and  brave  General  Kofciufzko  has 
aiTvHred  me,  that  all  that  I  ha\^  written  with  * 
refpeil  to  the  ievents  in  whicji  he  performed  a 
part  lb  brilliant,  is  authentic.  Some  very  judi- 
cious obfervations  have  been  fumilhed  to  me  by 
a  foreign  officer,  who  lerved  a  long  time  in 
the  Ruiliao^marine ;  by  the  learned  and  modeft 
Hermann;  by  the  courageous  and  eflimable 
Thurot ;  by  a  man  who  has  been  in  habits  of 
ftri<3:  intimacy  with  the  Orloffs  and  with  Count  / 
Panin,  and  by  other  friends  of  truth.  Finally, 
on^  of  thofe  to  whom  I  am  moft  indebted  for 
the  Statiftical  Hiftory  of  Ruffia,  is  the  .  Elnglifli 
Tranllator  of  the  firft  edition  of  niy  work. 

Undoubtedly,  if  I  had  made  ufe  of  all  the  ma- 
terials in  my  poiTcffion,  this  work,  which  is  per- 
haps 


'hap6  already  too  vdiufitinotis^  woufcjl'  Hare  hetlti/ 
od^isfiderably  more  io.     But  I  ch6&  only  to  re- 
cord die  fad:^  which  woe  at  once  real,  and  cal-* 
ctikt«di  to  make  knbwii-  the-  character  of  Cath&w 
rine  and  the  manners  of  the  Ruffians. 

Not  one  of  the  men  of  inforrnadon  who  have 
hved  in  Ruflla,  has  disputed  a  fingle  fadt  which 

.  r  advanced  in  my  firft  edition.  A  fcW  traits 
only>  relative  to  Prince  Ivan>  and^  an  anecdote 
relp€<3:ing  the  difmiffion  of  the  favourite  2^ntz, 
have  been,  without  any  authority,  called  in  quef- 
tion,  by  the  paraphraft  of  a  pretended  Hiilory  of 
Peter  IIL  a  hiftoiy,  the  original  maituicript  of 
which  was  the  produ6lidn  of  the  very  diffufc 
I*eclerc,  and  to  which  have  been  fut^'oitted  the 
amours^  of  Catharine^  disfigured  from  niy>  fkft 

'  edition^  and  enriched  with  fome  Teutonic  de-* 
tails,  copied  word  for  word  in  the  Minerva  of 
Archenholtz. 

I  have  alfo  been  criticifed  by  a  petty •Journalift,  ^ 
who  has  compofed  a  great  number  df  trifling 
works,  altogether  beneath  criticifni,  and  who, 
frequently  talking  of  things  which  be  doea  not 
underftand,  is  fo  much  the  more  blame-wotthy 
in  difplaying  a  jealoufy  of  literary  fuccef^,  thSt 
fuch  fueccfs  has  nothing  in  common  witl^  any  ' 
he  has  ever  been  able  to  attain. 
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IntelllffCMt   PtosmlclniB   Woa  • 
Foriauc  iui4  «  Title. 

i  The  iiuath  wa»  recently  reported  of  one 
of  the  u (Hirers  of  a  title  little  known,  and, 
.indeed,  iioi  mentioned  in  some  of  the  cur- 
rent books  of  reference — the  DowMjer 
Baronesis  Ditnsdale,  The  title  is  a  forc&n 
one  and  \\a8  cariously  obtained.  l5r. 
Thomas  Diiii»»dale,  who  was  born  in  1742, 
was  the  ffraucison  of  Hobert  DimsdaJe,  one 
of  Penn^  companions.  Havinfl:  made  a 
fortune  and  inherited  an  ample  patrimony, 

\  he.  had  retired  from  practice,  out  struck 
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with  the  discovery  of  his  friend  Jenner,  of 
which  he  bud  from  the  first  recognized  the 
inestimable  value,  he  had  again  returned 
to  his  profession,  when,  in  1702,  the  Em- 
press Catherine  of  Russia  sent  to  En- 
gland a  request  that  some  skillful 
aoctor  might  be  dispatched  to  St.  Pe- 
tersburg to  introduce  the  practice  of 
inoculation.  Dr.  Bimsdale  was  selected, 
and  having  successfully  inoculated  the 
Bmpress  and  her  son,  had  the  satisfaction 
of  seeing  their  example  followed  by  the 
other  members  of  the  Imperial  family  and 
the  aristocracy  in  general,  ana  of  instruct- 
ing many  of  his  Bussian  confreres  in  tlxe 
science  of  inoculation.  The  grateful  and 
oourageous  Empress  settled  £Si)0  a  year  on 
him  for  life  and  gave  him  £li,000  in 
money,  with  her  portrait  set  with  dia- 
monds,  and  numerous   other   handsome 

•  gifts,  and  conferred  on  him  and  his  second 
son,  Nathaniel,  who  had  accompanied 
him,  a  Baroity  of  the  Bussian  Empire 
with  the  titleof  *'Houorable."  She  also 
obtained  from  George  III.  permission  for 
the  doctor  and  his  successors  to  bear  that 
title  in  Enu^land,  and  gave  the  family 
leave  to  aad  to  its  arms  the  right  wing  of 
the  displayed  black  eagle  of  tne  Imperial 
coat  on  a  gold  shield.    An  incident  oi  this 

>  journey  deserves  to  be  recorded  to  the 
credit  of  the  great  Empress  !for  whose 
private  character  history  nas  been 
so  merciless,  The  evening  before  the 
Empress  was  to  undergo  the  prpcess  of 
vaccination  she  requirea  the  presence  of 
Br.  Dimsdale.  He  found  her  in  her  apart- 
ments with  one  or  two  of  her  ladies,  one 
of  her  Ministiers  and  two  officers— one  in  a 
military  and  one  in  a  naval  uniform.  She 
told  the  doctor  that  though  she  had  per- 
fect confidence  in  the  process  she  felt  she 
could  not  possibly  introduce  it  into  her 
kingdom  without  herself  initiating  it. 
But  she  felt  also  that  it  was  quite  possible 
that  through  ill-fate  It  might  end  in  her 
death,  and  that  in  that  case  he  (the  doctor) 
would  certainly  be  torn  to  pieces  by  the 
populace.  She'had,  therefore,  taken  meas- 
ures to  avert  that  danger.  She  enjoined 
him  by  her  express  command  that  if  he 
found  the  svmptoms  inlier  case  becoming 
dsngerous  "he  was  to  give  such  instruc- 
tions as  he  though  advisable  to  her  own 
physicians,  who  were  already  acting  with 
him,  a&d  thea  h^  we»  a«  onae  tojahkee  him- 
self in  the  hands  of  the  two  officers  then 
present.  The  one  would  be  prepared  with 
an  escort  to  take  him  safel;^  to  tne  ship  of 
war  which  would  convey  him  to  England, 
w^here  his  reward,  agreed  on  with  the 
British  Government,  was  already  secured. 
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BOOK  I. 

Intropuction.  Extent  and  Population  of  Rti/jia-^ 
Origin  of  the  Buffians— ^Abridged  Account  of  their 
Hijlory  previous  to  the  Accejjion  of  the  Romanoffs  to 
the  Throne-'-'Continuation  of  that  Hijlory  down  to 
the  Reign  of  Elizabeth^  Daughter  of  Peter  L 

CATHARINE  II.  has  had  fo  powerful  an  influ- 
ence over  the  deftinies  of  a  gxeat  part  of  her 
contemporaries,  that  it  will  not,  doubtlefs,  be  un;-^ 
important  to  retrace  the  events  of  her  reign.  In  re- 
counting the  brilliant  or  the  terrible  adions  of  this 
reign,  I  fliall  neither  overlook  the  fecret  intrigues 
which  produqed  them,  nor  the  details  of  ambitiop^ 
and  of  yoluptuoufnefs  fo  carefully  concealed  from  the 
public  view,' and  known  only  to  the  confidents  of 
Catharine*  -Thefe  details  will  ferve  to  difplay  more 
openly  the  chara^fter  of  the  moft  deceitful  of  women 
who  ever  fwayed  the  fceptre,  and  will  bring  into  vievV 
all  that  riiati'ons  haVe  to  apprehend  from  the  caprice 
of  tyrants. 

I  believe  I  ought  to  comrnence  by  giving  an  idea 
of  thofe  countries  and  of  thofe  nations  over  whicn 
Catharine  JI.  reigned,  as  well  as  the  revolutioi\s 
which  they  have  undergone.  Let  it  not  be  fuppofed,. 
however,,  that  I  intend  to  dwell  long  on  the  pi6lure 
of  thofe  ages  in  which  Ruffia  was  in  a  ftate  of  mere 
barbarifm ;  vulgar  princes  and  abfdu re  reigns  are  too 
muck  beneath  tne  pen  of  an  biilorian. 
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The  empire  of  Ruflia  is  the  moft  extenfive  in  the 
world.  In  the  year  J785  it  comprehended  in  length 
one  hundred  and  fixty-eight  degrees,  and  in  its  un- 
equal breadth'  near  thirty-two  degrees.  Its  furface 
was  949,375  fquare  leagues,  or  422,373  myriame- 
jters,  and  ii  of  a  myriameter,  of  which  the  fifth  part 
lies  in  Europe,  and  the  remainder  in  Afia,  this 
amounts  to  nearly  an  eighth  and  an  half  of  the  known 
land  of  the  globe. 

But  this  empire  is  now  farther  increafed  by  the  laft 
divifion  df  Poland  and  by  the  union  of  Courland. 

The  centre  of  Ruflia  forms  an  immenfe  plain,  of 
which  a^nioft  all  the  fides  extend  in  an  imperceptible 
declination,  and  from  whence  ifiiie  a  confiderable 
number  of  great  and  fmaller  rivers. 

This  empire  is  bounded  to  the  north  by  the  Frozen 
Ocean,  of  which  one  arm  forms  the  White  Sea,  Not 
far  from  this  is  fituated  the  port  of  Archangel. 

To  the  South,  it  has  the  Black  Sea,  the  Kuban, 
Circafiia,  the  Cafpian  Sea,  Grand  Tartary,  and  the 
deferts,  which  extend  as  far  as  China. 
'  To  the  eaft  are  the  Sea  of  Japan,  and  the  Strait  of 
Anadyr,  which  feparates  Afia  from  the  nertb-weft 
coafts  of  America . 

Finally,  to  the  wefiward  of  RuflSa,  we  find  Danifh 
Lapland,  Swedifh  J^apland,  Finland^  the  Baltic  Sea, 
arid  Poland,  of  which,  for  fome  years  pafl:,  the  fineft 
provinces  are  become  provinces  of  Ruflia. 

Independently  of  the  numerous  rivers  which  flow 
through  Ruflia,  we  behold  here  feveral  lakes  and 
beautiful  canals,  the  moH  confiderable  and  moft 
ufefnl  of  which,  the  canal  of  Wifchnei-Wblodzock,. 
joins  the  Volga  to  Lake  Ladoga,  andierve^'of  con- 
fequence,  as  a  means  of  communication  between  the 
Cafpian  Sea  and  the  Baltic. 

The  mountains  of  Ruflia  are  rich  in  wood  and  in 
minerals.  Its  forefls  contain  vaft  numbers  of  ani- 
mals, whofe  furs  are  in  great  requeft.  A  part  of  its 
plains  produces  a  great  quantity  of  wheat  and  other 

forts 
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forts  of  gt'ain ;  dnd  its  rivers  iandlakeiS^  abound  With 
firti. 

it  iDuft  not,  howiever,  be  fnppofed,  tbat  a  country 
(b  immenfe  fhioiild  be  in  every  part  habitable.  If  we 
there  meet  with  very  fertile  provinces  and  With  tein-i- 
perate  climes,  we  likeWife  behold  forefts  entirely  de- 
fert,  and  regions  where  fnow^  ice,  and  the  rigours  of 
a  fky  uniformly  fevers,  difcldf^  to  view,  and  but  rarely^ 
the  huts  of  fome  miferable  exiles^  or  of  fcanty  tribeii 
hardly  emerged  from  barbarifm. 

I^ive  and  thirty  years  ago  the  population  of  RufliA 
Was  eflimated  at  only  twenty  millions  of  inhabitants^ 
of  which  number  fixteen  millions  wet-e  in  Europe^ 
and  but  four  millions  in  Alia*  Under  the  i*eign  of 
CajLharine  II,  this  population  has  increafed  more  than 
a  third*  Befides>  Poland,  Courland,  the  Krimea, 
Beflarabia/  and  an  influx  from  other  countries^  have 
added  to  it  five  millions  of  fubjeds  ;  fo  that  &t  prefent 
the  number  of  the  whole  inhabitants  of  the  Ruffian 
fiates  amounts  at  leail  to  two  and  thirty  millions. 

We  perceive  by  this,  that  the  tnedium  term  of  thfi 
population  of  Rulfia  is  nearly  feventy-five  inhabitants 
to  a  fquare.  myriameter.  But  this  population  is  very 
fmali,  when  we  compare  it  with  that  of  France  and  of* 
Englandy  where  in  the  fame  fpace  of  ground  arc  reck^ 
oned  two  thoufahd  five  hundred  perfous:  befides> 
the  inhabitants  of  Ruffia  are,  in  general,  au  aflem- 
blage  of  untaught  tribes^  and  of  wandering  hoMes^ 
whofe  bnguage  very  frequehtly  is  hardly  intelligibte 
to  RuflSans  properly  fo  called. 

Without  paufing  here  to  defcribiethe  difFefent  na- 
tions, whofe  names  are  as  barbarous  as  their  mahnerSj 
1  (hall  endeavour  to  depidl  the  Ruflians  in  general^ 
fince  the  epocba  at  which  they  were  firft  ktiown* 

Nearly  niqe  hundred  and  fifty  years  have  elapfed 
fince  the  Ruiiians  intermingled-  themfelvfes  with  a 
part  of  thofe  Sclaves  or  SclavonlaQs  who,  from  the  eaft^ 
migrated  into  the  north,  and^  aft^r  having  fettled 
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onritlle:fliefi?es^df  tfee  Gafpian  Sea  and  df  the  Pala$, 
Meotis,  fpread  themfelves  over  different  parts  of  Eu- 
irope.  .  Thpfe  who  attempt  to  give  reafons  for  every 
thing  have  derived  the  origin  of  the  Sclavonians  from 
S^fc^abiiap^of  the  Rv^ffians  from  Roufs,  both  of  them 
fons'Of.Jgphet^  the  youngeft  of  thp  children  of  Noah. 
But  a  much  miore  undoubted  facl  is,  that  we  are  ig- 
norant Qf^he  real  origin  of  the  SclaVonlans,  and  that 
;the:  Ruffians  who,  in  confounding  themfelves  with 
them,  have  concluded  by  giving  them  their  name, 
#i^e  fprun^  from  tl>at  innumerable  family  of  Huns, 
vi^hjoie  affitjies,.  like  deftruxStive  torrents,  inundated 
thpmoft, beautiful  countries  of  Afia  and  of  Europe, 
und  aecel^rated  the  downfal  of  the  Rornan  empire. 
,  The  firft«city  which  the. Sclavonians  built  in  Ruffia 
was  i>^med  Sclavefnlk,  .and  was  lituated  On  the  banks 
'Of  the  Wqlkoff,  at  a  fhort  diftancc  from  Lake  Ilmen. 
tChis*  w^  the  ftaple  of  that,  commerce  which  the 
Sclavoniarls  carried  on  at  the  fame  time  with  tbe 
Greeks  50f  Conftantinople,  and  with  the  inhabitants  q( 
the  (bores  of  the  Baltic.  War  and  epidemical  difeafes 
lwic^:d6folated  Sclavenlk,  ancl  caufed  it  to  be  aban- 
'doned. 

:At.  the  commencement  of  the  fifth  century  the 
Sclavonians  ere61ed,  not  far  from  the  I'uins  of  Scla- 
venfk,  the  city  of  Novogorod,  which  became  very 
foon  more  commercial  .and  richer  than  the  firft  had 
ever  bten.  During  this  period  a  waterman,  named 
Kii^  laid  upon  the  baiiks  of  the  Dnieper  the  founda- 
tion of  KioefF;  and  KioefF  was  for  a  long  time  the 
nietropplis  of  the  Ruffians,  as  Novogorod  was  that 
of  the  Sclavonians. 

It-  is  pretended,  that  not  contented  vvith  having 
built  his  city,  Kii  wifhed  to  fignalize  himlelf  by  cpn- 
qoefts,  and  that  he  carried  his  viidlorious  arms  as 
far  as-the  fea  of  Marmora.  But  at  that  time  neither 
the  Ruffians  nor  the?  Sclavonians  GoUld  fet  down  in 
rwrjtiijg  thofe  evtjnjs  pf  which  tliCT  were  thp  authors 
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or  the  witneffes,  as  they  did  not  eveft  poflefs  ar^ 
.  alphabet ;  and  there  is  every  reafonf  to  believe,,  that 
what  has  been  related  of  Kii  is  altogether  fabuloqsb. 

A.  D.  85 K  It  is.oialy  from  the  year  831  that  the 
Byzantine  annals  date  the  firft  incurfio»  which,  the 
Ruffians  made  into  the  Greek  empire^  They  bad 
before  thdt  ravaged  the  ftiores  of  the  Black  Sea  and 
of  the  Bofphorus^  and,  with  a  fleet  of  two  hian^r^d 
fmall  veifels,  they  blocked  up  the  port  of.Gonftaritir 
nople.  The  Emperor  Michael  III.  reigned  at  that 
period.  Inftead  of  making  any  attempt  toward  a 
valiant  defence,  he  had  recourfe  to  the. Greek  Patrir 
arch,  who  went  to  fteep  in  the  fea  the  garments  o£ 
a  ftatue  of  the  Virgin,  in  order  to  obtain  by  their 
means  affiftanceagainft  the  Ruffians.  Shortly  after 
a  fl:orm  difperfed  the  enemy's  fleet.  Thcy.diAnot 
fail  to  proclaim  a  miracle.  Chance  was  lb  fa voui^ble 
to  fuperftition  that  it  extended  its  effecSls  even,  to  the 
Ruffians.  As  the  purchafe  of  peace,  Ofkhdld,  their 
chief^  requefted  baptifm,  and  carried  back  Cbrifti- 
anity  to  Kioeff^  .    ;.      , 

Notwithftandihg,  the  city  of  Novogorod  had>  rto 
reafon  to  regard  Kioeff'  as  an  objedl  of  envy  ;  Jiei?^own 
commerce  rendered  her  ev^ry.  day  more  flauriflimg. 
Occafionally  tributary  to  fome  of  the  pij^ates  of  Va-^ 
reges,  whofe  cupidity  fhe  bad  excited,  Ae  bravely 
fhook  off^this  difgrace,  and  in  her  turn  impofed-tbe 
yoke  on  divers  nations  contiguous  to  her  territory. 
Her  fuccefs  rendered  her  fo  formidablre,  that  it  was 
faid  proverbially — *^  Who  fhall  dare  to  attack  God 
and  Novogorod  the  Great."  ' 

The  inhabitants  of  Novogorod  did  not  acknow- 
ledge a  matter :  their  government  was :  decnoeratical, 
and  every  one  there  had  a  right  to  afpire  ^fter  au- 
thority, ■  and :  to  employ  himfelf  in  mbdeilipg;  the 
ftate,  as  they  all  poflfefled'tke  .power  of:  incr^fjng 
their  private  fortunes  hy  commerce.  But  of  whax 
ufe  were .  thefe' advant*g4§  '  to  them  ?  m  Defpicable 
'  CS'  republicans! 
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republicans  !  In  the  very  bofom  of  profperity  and 
equality  they  knew  not  how  to  be  either  happy  or 
free.  They  had  riches,  but  not  the  art  of  enjoying 
them ;  ambition,  but  not  prudence ;  and  the  pride 
of  commanding,  .without  the  expedation  of  being 
obeyed.  Their  divilions,  their  quarrels,  terminated 
in  blood  :  to  put  a  flop  tathis,  they  agreed  to  make 
choice  of  foreign  chiefs.  They,  upon  that  occafion 
made  application  to  -the  Ruffian  Vareges,  with  whofe 
valour  they  were  well  acquainted.  Immediately  three 
brothers,  diftinguifhed  among  the  pirates  of  the  Baltic, 
arrived  with  their  companions,  to  eftablifh  peace  and 
fervitude  among  the  Novogorodians, 

A.  B.  862,  Thefe  princes,  named  Rourik,  Cinaf, 
and  Trouvor,  did  not  take  up  their  refidence  in  No^ 
vogorod.  Whether  it  was  to  prevent  all  rivalfhip 
aiHong  themfelves,  or. whether  it  was  in  complaifance 
to  fubjedls  whom  the  novelty  of  the  yoke  perhaps  ilill 
rendered  iintradlable,  they  fettled  feparately,  upon 
the  three  principal  frontiers  of  the  republic  which  had 
Tuft  given  itfelf  up  to  theiji.  Rourik  reared  near 
.  WolkofF,'a  city  which  has  been  called  Old  Ladoga, 
fince  Peter  I.  built  another  of  the  fawe  name  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  this..  Ginaf  fixed  his  refidence  on 
the  northern  fhore  of  the  BieJoye  Ofero ;  and  Trouvor 
flationed  himfelf  at  Ifborfk,  near  lake  PlelkoflT,  to- 
wards the  confines  of  the  ancient  Livonia.  By  this 
method,  thefe  three  princes  had  it  in  their  power 
eafily  to  control  the  feveral  nations  which  the  Novo- 
gorodians had  brought  into  fubjecftion,  and  whofe  in- 
roads they  apprehended. 

From  this  period,  the  whole  country  fubjedled  to 
Rourik  and  his  brothers  was  known  only  under  the 
name  of  Ruffia,  and  its  inhabitants  under  .that  of 
Ruffians,  However,  in  ^  very  ihortitime  tbe  No- 
vogorodians fcjt  but  toofenfibly  tke  yoke- of  iron 
which  thoy  had  fo  impru<^ently  injpOyTed  Jipon  them- 
liijves.  They  were  tempted  Hill  mcK*e .  imprudently 
to  endeavour  tg  (hpkc  it  oiF,    They  took  up  arms, 

^  Y   '*" 
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Vadim,  who  was  at  their  head,  received  a  death-bloiv 
from  .  Roiirik's  owti  hand,  who,  not  fatisfied  with 
having  beheld  a  prodigious  number  of  his  new  fub- 
je6is  fall  beneath  hislftroke  in  the  field,  delivered  up 
to  .the^xecutioner  all  thofe  from  whom  he  had  ftill 
reafon  to  apprehend  rebellion. 

A.  D.  364.     Shortly  after  Rourik  had  glutted  his' 
vengeance,  his  two  brother^  died  without  ifllie,  and ' 
left  him  fole  mafter  of  their  joint  eftates.     He  quitted 
the  city  of  Ladoga,  and  eftablifhed  himfelf  at  Novo- 
gorod,    which  he  fortified  with  a  rampart  of  earth  . 
and  wood.     In  order  to  recompcnfe  thofe  Varcgian 
warriors,  who  had  been  the  qioft  inftrumental  in  aid* 
ing  him  to  conquer  the  Novogorodians,  he  gave  them 
the  commaud  of  his  principal  cities ;    but  this  did 
not  prevent  fome  among  them   from  withdrawing 
themfelves,  who  chofe  rather  to  do  this  than  to  re- 
main in  fubjedlion  to  the  defpotifm  of  his  benefits. 

A.  D.  87Q.  Rourik  died  after  a  reign  of  feven- 
teen  years.  He  left  but  one  fon  of  the  age  of  four, 
.who  was  named  Igor,  and  the  care  of  whofe  educa^ 
tion  he  confided, to  Oleg,  his  kinfman.   ' 

This  charge  was  without  doubt  a  very  facred  one. 
to  Oleg,  for  he  retained  it  till  the  time  of  his  death, 
that  is  to  fay,  during  thirty-four  years.  Finding,  be- 
fides,  that  the  ftates  of  his  pupil  were  very  cpntra<fted, 
he  employed  himfelf  in  extendingtbem.  He  brought 
the  Drewlians  into  fubjedlion  ;  he  made  himfelf  maf- 
ter of  Smolcnlko  and  Lubetz  by  force, 
A-  B.  884.     and  of  KiocfF  by  treachery,  and  by  the 

maflacre  of  thfe  princes  Ofkhold  and 
Dir  w.ho  reigned  there.  Oleg  upon  thii  cflabli(hed 
his  rclidence  at  KioefF,  and  armed  a  fleet  of  twp 

thoufand  boats,  with  which  he  went  to 
A.  D.  904.    lay  Conflantinople  under  tribute.      In 

this  audacious  and  barbarous  expedi- 
tion, the  Ruflians  abandoned  themfelves  to  Mil  the 
exceflfes,  and  committed  all  the  crimes  which  could 
poflibly  dilgrace  the  moft  ferocious  of  conquerors. 

C  4     .  .  They 
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Thby  overcame  obftacles  which  appeared  to  be  infur- 
iflpuntable ;  but  their  fuccefs  will  excite  lefs  aftonifh- 
mentj  if  we  refle6l  that  other  pirates,  who,  like  them, 
bad  but  ..a  few  crazy  fkifFs,  feveral  times  vanquifhed 
England,  and  ravaged  the  coafts  of  Frlmce,  and  that 
iince,  the  freebooters,  with  their  little  canoes,  for  a 
long  time  caufed  the  conquerors  of  the  new  world  to 
tremble. 

A.  r|.  913.  Igor^  gave  convincing  proofs  that  he 
was  a  pupil  worthy  of  Oleg.  After  having  for  a  long 
time  carried  on  war  with  the  nations  contiguous  to 
his  ftates,  he  took  hi&  departure  with  ten  thoufahd 
veflels  and  an  army  of  four  hundred  thoufand  war- 
riors, with  the  intention  of  laying  wafte  the  em- 
pire of  the  eaft,  and  he  deluged  with 
A.  D.  941.     blood  Pontus,  Bithynia  and  Paphlagonia. 

There'  is  no  fpecics  of  cruelty  which  the 
Ruffians  did  not  exercife  againft  the  wretched  in- 
habitants of  thofe  countries.  But  the  Greeks  had  at 
Jaft  recourfe  to  that  terrible  invention  which  bears 
their  name.  .  The  Greek  fire  which  they  darted  on 
the  Ruffian  fleet,  deftroyed  a  great  pait  of  it.  Se- 
veral engagements  were  produ6live  of  >  equally  fatal 
confequences  to  Igor,  and  this  barbarian  led  back  to 
KioefFonly  a  third  of  the  numerous  army  with  which 
he  -had  fet  out.  However,  a  fecond  expedition  proved 
^  lefs  unfortunate  for  the  Ruffians:  the  Greek  Empe- 
ror chofe  rather  to  pay  them  tribute  than  to  attempt 
to  vanquifli  them. 

A.  D.  945.  Alga,  the  wife  of  Igor,  was,  at  the 
death  of  this  prince,  left  charged  with  the  govern- 
ment of  his  ftates,  and  Ihe  (hewed  that  (he  was  no 
lefs  barbarous  than  he  had  been,  but  more  perfidious 
and  more  fuperftitious.  In  ,her  old  age  (he  embraced. 
Chriftianity.  Her  converfion  was  neither  imitated 
by  hef  fubjeiSs,  nor  even  by  her  (on,  to  whom  (he 

then  yielded  up  the  throne.     The  fame 

Af  D.  955.     example,  given  by  Voladimir  I,  one  of 

.    '^  ber  defcendants^  had  a  greater  efFeift, 

After 
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After  having  pafifed  the  moft  confiderabfe  portion  of 
his  life  in  the  fury  of  carnage^  and  in  the  ftupidity  of 
idolatry,  he  took  a  fancy  to  become  a  Chriftkn  ac- 
cording to  the  Greek  rites,  and  to  efpoiife  the  lifter 
of  the  Emperor  of  Gonftatitinople,  who  durft  not  re- 
fufe  her  to  him.  In  caufing  himfelf  to  be  baptized, 
he  comnianded  his  fubjeids  to  do  the  fatne*  Every 
one  haft^ned  to  obey  him. 

A.  3>.  988.  The  Ruffians  and  the  Schvonians 
had  till  that  p**riod  acknowledged  feveral  deitieg,  of 
which  the  principal  was  Perot&i,  who  they  believed 
liurled  the  thunder,  and  regulated  at  his  plcafur^j  all, 
the  celeftial  phenomena,  and  to  whom  they  frequent- 
ly facrificed  human  vi<3ims.  Koupah  Vf^^  the  god 
of  plenty  and  of  harvefts  ;  and  his  worfhippers  did 
not  bedew  his  altars  with  blood,'  nor  thofe  of  Lada. 
whom  they  regarded  as  the  goddefs  pf  love.  Other 
divinities  protefted  flocks,  or  prefided  over  war;  na- 
vigation, fleep,  or  riches  ;  for  the  mythology  which 
created  them,  feems  td  have  been  nothing  but  a  grofs 
imitation  of  the  Grecian  mythology. 

As  foon  as  Voladimir  became  Chriftian,  he  wiftied 
to  give  a  proof  of  the  impotence  of  thofe  idols  he 
had  fo  long  adored.  He  ordered  that  of  Peroun  to  be 
fattened  to  the  tail  of  a  horfe,  who  drew  it  to  the 
very  brink  of  the  Dnieper,  whilft  a  do25en  foldiers 
beat  it  luftily  with  a  ftick,  after  which  it  was  thrown 
into  the  river. 

We  will  not  flop  to  review  the  actions  of  the  Svia- 
tollafs,  the  Sviatopolks,  the  Yaroflafs,  and  a  croud  of 
other  princes,  whofe  only  object  was  to  tyrannize  oVer 
their  fubjedls,  and  to  difturb  their  neighbours.  Dur- 
ing the  firft  four  centuries,  of  which  the  Ruffian  hiftoiy 
makes  mention,  it  only  prefents  a  conftant  fucceffion 
of  iniquitous  aggreffion,  of  atrocious  combats,  and  of 
abfurd  fuperfiitions.  We  frequently  behold  there  the 
moft  perfidious  treachery  Concealing  itfelf  under  the 
veil  of  fincerity ;  brother  murdered  by  the  hand  of 
brother ;  ftupidity  pouring  forth  the  acculations  of 

forcery  i 
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^  forcery  ;  and*  eaufing  its  vi<$tinas  to  perifli  by  fire  and 

by  the  fword  ;  old  age  and  infancy  butchered  with- 
out noercy  ;  the  conquered  loaded  with  chains,  whilft 
even  before  their  eyes  their  wives  and  their  daughters 
were  compelled  to  fatiate  the  brutality  of  the  con-- 
querors;  the  Petchenegues,  the  Kozars^ ,  the  Turks, 
the  Polowitfi  laying  wafte  together,  or  by  turns, 
Ruffia  aggrandized  at  their  cxpenfe ;  the  Hungarians, 
the  Lithuanians,  the  Poles,  attacking  it  on  another 
fide;  the  children  of  Ruffian  fovereigos  always  up  in 
arms  to  difpute  the  inheritance  of  their  fathers.  Who- 
ever perufes  the  details  of  the  reign  of  one  of  ihofe 
barbarians,  beholds  that  of  all  of  them,  for  each  re- 
fembles  another  in  ambition,  >gnorance,  and  in  the 
commiffion  of  crimes* 

A.  D.  1220.  But  a  great  revolution  interrupted 
for  a  time  their  tyranny,  without  altering  their  cha- 
radler.  Among  that  numerous  race  of  people  whom 
we  defign  under  the  general  name  of  Tartars,  and  / 
who  pretend  to  be  all  defcended  froin  Turk  or  Tourk, 
the  cideft  of  the  eight  fons  of  Japbet,  there,  are  (bme 
tribes  which  have  become. infinitely  more  powerful 
than  others.  Such  were,  at  that  time,  thofe  which  had 
as  chiefs  two  brothers,  the  one  of  whom  was  named 
Tatar,  the  other  Mongoul,  and  which  have  been  fince 
divided  into  a  confiderable  number  of  hordes,  who 
diftinguilh  themfelyes  by  different  names. 

In  that  ^ of  the  Mongouls,   arofe  the' celebrated, 

.  *  Genghis-Khan,  he  who  of  all  conquerors  has  extend- 

ed the, jfartheft  the  power  of  his  arms.  The  death  of 
his  father,  left  him  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years  the 
chief  of  a  tribe  compofed  of  forty  thoufand  families, 
Infread  of  beginning  to  carry  on  war  immediately,  he 
employed  himfelf,  duringfix  and  twenty  years,  in  dif- 
ciplining  his  troop?,  ^qd  infuring  to  himfelf  all  the 
methods  of  obtaining  \\&Qry.  After  having  reduced 
to  fubje6lion  the  hordes  in, the  neighl)ourhood  of  his 
own,  he  proceeded  to  taki^  pofleffiop.  of  the  greateft 
part  of  China/ of  the  half  of  Indoftan,  almoft  the  w  hole 

^       •  of 
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of  Perfia,  and,  re-afcending  the  Volga,  he  fubjugated 
the  kingdoms  of  Kafan  and  of  Ailrakan,  and  att  that 
countt  which  then  ferved  as  the  boundary  of  Ruffia 
to  the  fouth.  His  conquefts  were  e5j:tended  over  morCj 
than  a  fpace  of  eighteen  hundred  leagues  from  eaft 
to  w^d,  anfd  niore  than  a  thuufand  from  north  to 
fouth. 

A.  D.  1224.  In  contemplating  this  vaft  theatre  of 
the  triumphs  x)(  Genghis-Khan,  the  aftonilhed  im,a- 
gination  cannot  refrain  from  paufing  with  an  emotion 
of  admiration.  But  when  we  refledt  afterwards,  that 
all  the  fteps  of  this  victorious  Tartar  were  marked  by 
conflagration,  murder,  and  pillage,  we  muft  undergo 
for  fome  time  the  decpeft  horror.  And  how  is  it  pof^ 
fible  to  forbear  detefting  a  robber,  who  only  exifted 
for  the  purpofe  of  invading  the  earth,  and  who  placed 
his  whole  happinefs  in  opprelfidn,  an4  his  glory  in 
deftra6tion }  . 

The  generals  of  Genghis-Khan  had  defeated  feve- 
ral  Ruffian  armies',  and  cut  the  throats  of  fome  of  the 
princes  of  that  nation  :  but  it  was  referved  for  Batoii- 
Sagin,  grandfon  of  the  viiStoriotts  Tartar,  to  fubjugate 

Ruffia  entirely.  He  appeared  there  jn 
A.  D.  1235.  the  chara6lerof  a  complete  exteriTiinator. 

He  reduced  to  aihes  a  great  number  of 
Cities  and  villages,  and  caufed  to  be  maflacred  not 
only  the  inhabitanis  who  made  the  flighted  refiftance, 
but  frequently  thofe  who  fubmitted  and  implored  his 
pity.  It}  this  bloody  invafion  the  Tartars  renewed  all 
thofe  exCefles  of  which  the  Ruffians  had  fo  many  times 
given  the  horrible  example. 

A.  D.  1240.  Scarcely  ^ad'  the  Tartars- begun  to, 
^im  at  new  conquers,  than  the  chevaliers  Borte- 
glaheSf  who,  under  pretext  of  propagating  the  Ghrifr 
tian  religion,  had  ^ade  themfelves  mailers  of  Livo- 
nia and  of  Eflonia,  joined  tbemfelves  to  Eric  the 
Hammerer,  king  of  Sweden,  in  order  to  attack  the 
Ruffians.  Vi6lory  remained  with  thefe  laft  ;  and  as 
they  hud  conveyed  back  to  the  Ihores  of  the.  Neva^ 

the 
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the  prince  Alexander,  who  commanded  them,  they 
impofed  on  him  the  furname  of  Newlky. 

The  Ruffians  continued,  during  three  centuries, 
vaflals  of  the  Tartars,  who  gscvt  to  the  princes  of 
KicefF,  of  Novogorod,  of  Volodimir,  of  Mofcow,  the 
invefliture  of  their  cftates,  or  difpoflefled  them  at 
pleafure,  and  frequently  put  them  to  death.  Fre- 
quently alfo  \he  Ruffian  prinees,  opprefled  and  jea- 
lous, made  war  with  each  other,  or  had  to  defend 
themfelves  againft  the  Poles,  the  Swedes,  and  other 
neighbouring  nations. 

A.  D.  1462.  Ncverthelefs  the  power  of  the  Tartars 
became  weakened  by  divifion.  Ivan  III.  Waffiliewitz, 
had  the  addrefs  to  profit  by  it.  He  compelled  the 
Khan  Ibraham  to  become  tributary  to  him.  Ivan  IV. 
was  ftill  nfK)re  fortunate.  After^  having  caufed  himfelf  . 
to  be  crowned  at  Mofcovv,  and  being  the  firft  Ruffian 

fovereign  who  received  folemnly  the  title 
A,  D.  1547.  of  Czar,  he  attacked  the  Tartars,  van- 

quifhed  them  in  feveral  engagements, 

and  made  himfelf  matter  df  Kafan  and  of 

Aftrakan.    He  repulfed  the  Sultan  of  the 

A.  B.  1555.  Turks,  Selim  II.  who  had  formed  the 

projedl  of  taking  pofleffion  of  the  latl: 
Xnentioned  city.  Finally,  he  conquered  the  Poles  and 
the  chevaliers  Porte-Glaives.  '  * 

Ivan  IV.  ordered  a  code  of  laws  to  be  compofed, 
among  which  we  find  fome  that  are  wife  and  others 
extremely  barbarous ;  fuch  are  the  trials  by  fire,  by 
boiling  water,  and  the. combat  in  an  enclofed  field 
between  the  accufer  and  the  accufcd.  But,  although 
a  legfflatbr,  Ivan  was  himfelf  the  moft  abfurd  and  moft 
cruel  of  all  dcfpots.  ..  Whoever  had  the  misfortune  to 
approach  him,  became,  upon  theflighteft  prctextj  the 
vidim'of  his  ferocious  caprice.  Almoft  all  his  fa- 
vorites periflied  by, bis  orders.  The  women  whom 
he  met  in  the  ftrcets  were  frequently  fent  to  the 
gibbet,  or  expofed  to  every  fpceies  of  igoominious 
toriHeut:    ^  u  i>. 

However, 


^ 
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However,  fortune  which  bad  for  fo  long  a  time 
been  favourable  to  Ivan,  abandoned  him  all  at  oncq. 
The  Tartars  of  the  K'rimea  ravaged  Rujflia,  and  pro- 
ceeded fo  far  as  to  fet  qn  jfire  the  fuburbs  of  Mofcow  ; 
the  Swedes,^  aided  by  the  Poles,  took  Narva,  and  ad- 
vanced up  to  Novogorod.  Ivah  vanquifhed  on  all  « 
fides,  in  a  fit  of»  rage  killed  his  own  fon  ;'  and,  pol* 
lut^d  with  blood  and  debauchery,  died  after  tranjf-  . 
forming  himfelf  into  a  friar,  a.  d.  1584.    . 

Under  the  reign  of  this  prince,  fome  Englifh  mer- 
chants, who  navigated  on  .the  White  Sea,  entered 
int^  the  northern  Pwina,  difcovered  the  port  of  Archr 
angel,  <ind  penetrated  as  far  as  Mofeow.  The  Czar 
received  them  with  joy,  and  invited  them  tocon^ 
tinue  their  commerce  in  his  ftatcs,  a  commerce  which 
has  greatly  incrcafcd  fince  that  period. 

It  was  alfo  under  Ivan  lA^.  tliat  the  conquefl:  of 
Siberia  was  completed.  A  nierchant,  named  Ani.ka 
StrogonofF,  who  had  a  manuff\dory  of  fait  on  the 
banks  of  a  river^  the  waters  of  vt'hich  emptied  them- 
felves  into  the  Dwina,  having^  feveral  times  feen  fome 
foreigners,  remg.rkable  from  their  drqfs,  their  features, 
and  their  language,  come  to  fell  him  beautiful  furs, 
and  other  valuable  articles,  ordered  fome  of  his  peopl^ 
to  accompany  them  on  their  return.  They  penetrated 
with  thele  ftrangers  up  to  the  (liores  of  the  .Oby. 
After  having  greatly  enriched  himfelf  by  the  comr 
merce  which  he  carried  on  with  the  Siberians,  Anika 
StrogonofF  gave  notice  of  his  difcovery  to  tUe  court 
of  Mofcow.  The  Czar  wifhed  to  fubjugate  thi^ 
people,  _but  the  army  whichhe  fent  out  againft  them 
was  completely  dellroyed.  .He  had  altqgether  re- 
nounced the  idea  of  attacking  them  anew,  when  n 
Kofac, .  nanied  Yermak,  who  had  been  guilty  of  ; 
feveral  criminal  enterprifcs  agaiiift  the  Ruflians,  at- 
tempted'to  conceal  himfelf  from  their  vengeance,  and 
endeavoured  to  penetrate  into  Siberia  at  the  head 
of  Ak  thoufand  of  his  companiQns.  Hej  had, to  br^Ve 
at  once  the  length  and.the  diffic.ult.ies  of  the  ro^jl, 
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the  courage  and  the  number  of  the  nations  whom  he 
was  going  to  attack,  hunger,  the  rigours  of  the  inolt 
exceffive  col4  ;  but  he  overcame  them  all,  and  after 
having  loft  more  than  eleven  twelfths  of  hi^  little 
army,. he  remained  mafter  of  Sibir,  and  of  a  part  of  the 
Ihores  of  the  Irtich  and  the  Tobol.  He  haftenedto 
prcfent  the  homage  of  bis  conquefts  at  the  court  of 
Mofcow,  in  the  view  of  procuring  his  pardon.  He 
obtained  it  indeed  :  but  had  not  long  the  enjoyment 
of  it.  Ill  endeavouring  to  efcape  a  fnare  which  a 
Khan  of  Siberia  had  laid  for  the  purpofe  of  having  him 
maflacred,  he  fell  into  a  river  and  was  drowned.  Some 
time  after  this,  perfidy  and  violence  put  the  finifliing 
ftroke  to  the  fubjugation  of  Siberia  to  the  Ruffians. 

It  m^y  be  here  ohferved  that  the  Kofacs,  of 
whom  Yermak  was  one  of  the  mpft  audacious,  and 
who  compofe  at  this  day  a  formidable  part^of  the 
Ruffian  armies,  are  the  remains  of  thofe  ancidnt  Ko- 
facs, who,  although  of  the  race  of  theSclavonians,  pre- 
tend to  the  honour  of  a  peculiar  origin,  calling  them- 
felves  the  defcendants  of  Kamari,  the  feventb  fon  o{ 
Japhet,  and  have  fometimes  affiimed  his  name,  which 
procured  for  them  from  the  Greeks  the  appellation  of 
Cimmeri,  and  from  the  Romans  that  of  Cimbri. 

A.  D.  1598.  Fedor  I.  the  timid  and  feeble  fon  of 
the  ferocious  Ivan  IV.  reigned  after  him,  and  was  the 
laft  prince  of  a  dynafty,  which  in  the  fpace  of  736 
years  gave  fifty-two  fovcreigns  to  Ruffia. 

Boris  GodounoflT/ who  paved  his  way  to  the  throne 
by  the  aflaffination  of  the  Czarowitz  Demitri  and  by 
other  murders,  pretended  at  firft  to  decline  accepting 
the  throne  which  bis  partifans  offered  him  ♦  but 
ihortly  after  he  afcended  and  difgraced  it,  like  the 
greater  part  of  his  predeceflbrs,  by  the  moft  (hocking 

cruelties.  On  his  death  his  fon  Fedor  II. 
A.  D.  .1605.     fucceeded  him,  and  very  foon  loft,  in  a 

barbarous  manner,  the  bloody  inherit* 
ance  which  his  father  had  ufurped.    A  monk,  named 
OtrepiefF,  made  himfclf  pafs  for  the  Czarowitz  Demi- 
tri, 
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in,  efcaped  from  the  dagger  of  his  aflaffins.  Infti- 
gated  by  the  intrigues  of  the  Jefuits,  to  whom  he  had 
pmmifed  the  converfion  of  RulQa  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic reUgion,  and  feconded  by  the  arms  of  the  Ko- 
facs  and  of  the  Poles,  he  took  pofleffibn  of  Mofcow, 
and  delivered  up  to  the  executioner  the  Czar  Fedor, 
the  Czarina,  the  mother  of  that  prince,  and. the  re- 
mainder of  their  family,  Fedor  was  ftrangled  over  thi 
bleeding  body  of  his  mother. 

OtrepiefFwas  peaceably  crowned  at  Molcow,  and 
the  mother  of  Demitri  acknowledged  him  for  her 
fon.  He  afterwards  efpouled,  with  grdat  pomp,  the 
daughter  of  the  palatine  of  Sandomir,  the  young 
and  ambitious  Marina,  with  whom  he  had  fallen  in 
love  in  Poland.  But  the  moment  he  ceafed  to  em- 
ploy fcverity,  confpiracies  were  formed  againft  him. 
It  muft  be  confefled,  to  the  difgrace  of  the  Ruflians, 
that  the  clemency  of  their  Czars  has  almoft  always 
been  produftive  of  fatal  confequences  to  thofe  princes. 
•  Wafiili  Chouilky,  whom  OtrepiefFhad  fnatched  from 
the  fcafibld,  repaid  his  benefits  with  the  blacked  in- 
gratitude. He  deprived  him  of  his  throne  and  bis 
life ;  and  the  Czarina-mother,  who  had  declared  this 
fame  OtrepiefF  to  be  her  fon^  now  afJerted  that  he 
^as  a  rank  impoftor. 

A.  p.  J  606.  Chouifky  received  the  reward  of  his 
crime.  He  caufed  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  Czar,  and 
fliewed  himfelf  worthy  of  his  title  only  by  his  tyranny. 
The  enemy  of  all  thofe  who  prefumed  to  diftinguilh 
themfelves  by  their  talents  or  their  virtues,  he  never 
failed  to  bring  them  to  punifhment.  He  embrued  his 
'  hands  in  the  blood  of  his  neareft  relations.  The  bo- 
yards,  in  indignation,  raifed  lip  againft  him  three  new 
pretended  Demitri,  and  concluded  by  depofing  him 
and  by  obliging  him  to  turn  monk.  Carried  off  by  one- 
of  the  generals  of  the  king  of  Poland,  Sigifmund  III. 
he  was  cbndudled  to  Warfaw,  where  he  terminated, 
fliortly  af^cr,  his  turbulent  career. 

/^  The 
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The  depofit;k>n  and  iiejath  of  CJv?>pyky  were  fue- 
weded  by  afi  interregnum  of  .three  years.    The  R«f- 

fis^ns  at  firft  chofe  for  Czar  Uladifla^jg, 
A.  D,  l6io.  ^  ft)n  pf  the  King  of  Poland,     But  Sigif- 

tnund  liking  better  to  attempt  difmem- 
bering  Ruffia  than  to  behold  his  fon  fovereign  there, 
.wps.in  no  hafte  to  fend  hip  to  take  pofleffion  of  tl>e 
throne  which  a,\vaited  him  ;  and  the  Ruffians,  diflatif- 
fied  with  the  projects  of  plunder  \vhich  Sigiiinund 
had  formed,  renounced  the  idea  of  having  his  fon  to 
reign  over  them. 

The  Swedifti  general,  PontuB  de  la  Gardie,  had 
gotten  ppfleffion  of  Novogorod,  which  was  always  re- 
garded as  the  cradle  of  the  Ruffian  nation.  The  in- 
habitants of  this  city  demanded  for  their  foyereign 
Prince  Charles-Philip  of  Sweden.  But  is  there  not, 
then,  upon  the  throne,  a  fingle  man  exempt/rora  that 
jealous felfi{hneis  which  ambition  irjfpires?  Thegreateft 
of  the  hieroes  of  the  feventeenth  century,  Gaftavus- 
Adolphus,  dreaded  to  fee  his  brother  mafter  of  afl  em- 
pire more  va^l  than  his pwn. 

A.  D.  1630.  [At  laft,  the  bpyards,  the  woiwodes, 
the  landed-proprietors,  the  deputies  of  the  cities,  and 
all  thofe  who  qorapofed  the.ftatcs  of  Ruffia,  aflembled 
at  Mofcow,  and  folemnly  eledied  for  Czar,  a  young 
man^of  lixteen,  Michael  YouriefF,  better  known  by 
the  name  of 'Michael  Romanoff,  and  fon  of  Philarete^, 
ihetropoKtian  of  RoftofF.  This  laft,  at  that  period,  was 
languilhing  in  a  prifon  at  Warfaw,  apd  hi3  fon  Michael 
-was  educated  in  a  convent  of  Koftroma.  The  mother 
of  Michael,  who  alfo  lived  at  Koftroma,  had  been 
compelled  to  become  a  nun,,  as  Philaretes  had  been 
obliged  to  turn  pr left.   .  - 

The  l>ead  of  the  family  of  the  Romanoffs  was  a 

Pruffian,  named  Andre,  who  fettled  in  Ruffia  towards 

.the  clofe  of  the  fourteenth  century.  Genealogifts  h^v;e 

not  failed  to  make  a  prince  of  this  Andre,  b|it  npt^«?g 

can'  be  more  certain  than,  that  it  is  not  kpown  who 

he 
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^e-  was;  and  of  w^bat  importaBi^.  is  it  ?  If  his  (de- 
fcetidants  reigned rgjorioufly,, their  origin  is  alwalyij 
fufficientiy  npble.  ^  ,;^  ..•,;.  .  .•...• 
.  A.  D.  161  ^,  -The  Swedes  ai^d  tlje,.Poles  continued 
fpr  fometime  to  extend  their  CQngu.eft$,  in  Ruffia, 
and  peacQ  left  them  mafters  of  p^(  of  the- provinces 
pf  that  empire,  which  has  finpe  ^ggratidized  itfelf  lb 
much  at  their  expenfe. 

As  foon  as ,  the.  return,  of  peace  Tiad  feftoredi  the 
metropolitan  Philaretes  to  liberty,  the '  young^  C^ar, 

.  t  his  fpny  elevated  hin^,  to  the  dignity  of 

At  p,  1619.  patriarch,  and  fuffered  himfelfto  be  ey- 
'    ;  tirely  dired^ed  by  him.     The  old  man 

>vas  highly  worthy  of  this  cpnfidente, 
.    Michael  Ron[ianoffhad  already  occupied  the  throne 
twelve  years  without  entertaining  thoughts  of  mar- 
riage.    However,  the  nobles  and  the  clergy  having 

.given  him  a  folemn  invitation  to  take  a  wife,  he  acr 

-ceded  to  their  wiflies. 

A.  D.  1625.  From  the  period  that  the  Ruffian  fo- 
yereigns  were  mafters  of  the  kingdoms  of  Kafan  and 
Aftrakan,  they  had  adopted  feveral  Afiatic  cuftoms, 
and  among  others,,  that  of  chufing  their  conforts  frpm 
among  their  own  fubje6ls.  The  moft  beautiful  girls  of 
the  empire. were  ordered  to  come  to  the  capital ;  they 
were  lodged,  in  a  building  feparated  frorn  the^palace, 
and  divided  into  feyeral  ajpartments.  On  the  day  vyhich' 
the  Czar  had  fixed  upon  for  making  his  choice,  he 
paid  a  vifit  to  this  houfe,  accompanied  by  a  boyard, 
refpciStable  from  his  age  and  his  chara(5ler,  and  feated 
himfelf  upon  a  throne* .  All  the  candidates  came  one 
after  another  tpproftrate  themfelves  before  the  prince, 
who  after  having  examined^  them,  threw  oyer  Jheir 
naked  breaft  a  veil  ornamented  \yith  pearls  and  pre- 
cious ftones.  However,  it  was  not  known  in  favour  of 
whom  he  had  decided,  till  the  day  pf  marriage.  She 
then  received  the  nuptjal  robe,  and  to  the  others  were 
diftributcd  clothes  and  other  prefents  with  which  they 
returned  each  one  to  her  family. 

D  Michael 
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Michael  Romaddff  chofe  for  his  wife  the  daU^ter 
pf  a:  prince  'DblgoroukyV.  but  from'  the  momerit  that 
demounted  the  throne,  (he  languiiKed,  and  expired 
at  the  end  of  foiair  months.  The  fuperftitious  Ruf* 
iianS  attributed  her  death  to  wHchcrafti  and  feVerai 
p^fons  perifhed  bn  thfe  fcaffqld  abfurdly  accufed  <rf 
this  crimcL  The  Czaf '  fiipplied  the  place  of  this 
rincefs  by  Eudoxa  Strefcbneff,  daughter  of  a  poor 
oyard,  who  liihifelf  cuttivated  his  own  fields.  ' 
A.  li^;  1632.  The  patriarch  Philaretes  had  ^v^n 
tncouragement  to  conbmerce  arid  the  arts;  at  his 
death,  the^ir  prSgrefs  was  ittterrupted.  The  Czar,  de^ 
jDri  ved  of  the  wife'  counfels  of  his  father,  renewed  the 
war  a^aigft  Polatid,  arid  after  feveral  fruitlefs  eiFprts 
to  retake  Smolertfko,  found  himfelf  reduced  to  fue 
for  peace.  This  prince  died  in  1645,  and  Jeft  the 
throne  to  his  fon  Alexis  JMichaelowitz,  aged  only 
fixteen. 

Alexis  had  for  governor  the  boyard  Boris  MorozoflF^ 
who  was  in  hafte  to  have  hinri  crowned,  and  become 
hts  prime  niinifter,  or  rather  reigned  didpotically  under 
his  name.  Meannefs  and  flattery  were  the  firft  arts 
which  Morozoff  employed  in  order  to  exalt  himfelf ; 
)erfidy,  violence,  cruelty,  became  aftdrwards  the  fanii- 
iar  inftruments  of  his  ambition.  Although  at  an  ad-» 
vanced  age,  he  hadbecomie  enamoured  of  a  daughter 
0f  the  boyard  MilpflafFsfcy,  -and  he  perfiiaded  Alexis 
to  elevate  to  the  rank  of  Czarina,  the  fecond  daughter 
of  this  boyard ;  after  which  he  married  the  one  whorfi 
he  loved.  However^  his  hatightinefs,  his  avarice,  his 
Vmremitting  injuftice,  ftirred  up  a  general  rpvolt  in 
Motcow.  His  three  principal  accornplices  became 
the  vicSlims  of  the  fury  of  the  people,  and  lie  only 
efcaped  himfelf  inconfequenceof  the  humble  inter- 
fceffion  which  the  jCzar  cp.ndefcefide4  to  employ  in' 
jprder  tp  fave  him.  ♦ 

The  reign  of  Alexis  was  difturbed  by  other  revolts  \ 
bi|t  the  oply  methods  employed  to  quell  them,  were' 
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tbe  'fabne  of  the  firelitze?  and  the  axe  of  the  'ttte* 
cutioner.  A  new  impoftor  endeavoured  to  pafs  Jiim^- 
icif  for  the  ion  of  the  Czarowitz  Demitri ;  but  fee  had 
feon  reafon  to  repent  it.  Durke  Cbriftian  Albert  de 
Holftein,!irttO'whofe  dates  he  had  withdrawn,  fold 
him  to  Alexis,  ai^d  by  his  command  he  was  ciit  into 
cfaarters  at  Mofcow.  »         ' 

A  Kofec  of  the  Don,  named  Stenko  R^zio)^  gaV(5^ 
the  Czar  more  ferious  inquietude.  Having  made 
hini&lf  chi^f  of  a  band  of  robbers  of  his  own  ry^tion, 
bc'reftridcd  hicnfelf  for  fome  time,  to'  pillaging  tbft 
Ruffian  caravans  and  the  veffels  which  failed  down 
the  Volga.  Afterwards,  emboldened  by  his  fucc^fi, 
he  took  fome  cities  by  furprife,  and  maflacfed "  tha 
garrifon  and  the  principal  inhabitants,  drove  back  thrf 
tixjops which  were  fcnt  out  againft  him ;  took  pofleflir^n 
of  all  the  VTDfrels  which  navigated  the  Cafpian  Sea,,^ 

made  a  defcent  upon  the  coafts<^f  Per- 
A.  D.  1650.     lia,  laid  wafte  a  part  of  Guilan;  took 

prifonerthe  fon  of  the  governor  of  that 
province,  and  returned  into  Rulfia  with  the  auda- 
cious projed  of  making  himfelf  king  of  Aflrakanl 
But  his  good  fortune  had  a  period :  inftead  ot  th6 

throne  which  he  hoped  for,  he  found 
A.  D.  3573.     only  a  fcafFold.  More  than  twelve  thou- 

fand  of  his  accomplices  were  hanged. 
Upon  the  highways  which  terminate  in  Aftrafcan. 

The  Czar  having  declared  war  againfr  Poland,  re- 
took Smolenlko,  KioefF,  Blelo-Ofero,  and  their  ter- 
ritory which  had  been* taken  from  Ruflia,  and  of 
which  it  has  lince  thatperiod  kept  pofleflion.  At 
the  ftme  time  the  Kofacs  of  the  Ukraine,  diflatis- 
•  lied  with  the  Poles,  acknowledged  the  Czar  for  their 
fovereign  ;  this  added  to  Ruffia  one  of  its  rhoft  beau- 
tiful provinces.  Alexis  afterwards  turned  his  forces 
againft  the  Swedes,  and  at  firft  obtained  fome  fuc- 
cefs,  which  wa^:  fucceedcd  by  a  fudden  teverfe  and  a 
Yorced  peace, 

D3  This 
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-  This.prinee  did  not  l>ound  himfelf  to  the  defire  of 
aggrandizing  bis  eftates.  He  employed  himfelf  like- 
tvife  in  the  caretof  enriching  and  civilizing  thenci. 
Before  his  reign,  the  prifoners  of  war  remained  the 
fla,v;es  of'the  officers,  who  took  them.  He  altered  this 
cuftorn*^  He  determined  that  the  prifoners  (hould  be- 

'  long  to  no  one.but  the  (late  only,  and  by  this  means^ 
he  tranfported  colonies  of  Lithuanians,  of  Poles^  and 
of  Tartars,  into  the  deferts  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Volgpr 
and  ofjthe  Kama..  He  encouraged  the  fciences,  com- 
merce, thwarts  ;  and  if  they  did  not  flourifb  greatly 
in  his  time,  the  progrefs  which  they  have  made  undcf 
the  reign  of  his  fucceflbrs  is  not  the  lefs  to  be  attri- 
buted to  him.  As  he  was  (Jielirous  of  having  fleets  on 
the  Cafpian  and  Black  Seas,  he  procured  from  Holland 
carpenters  and  feamen,  qualified  to  inftru6l  his  fub- 
je6l$  in  the  art  of  (hip-building  and  in  navigation. 

,  Finally,  he  compofed  a  code  of  laws  which,  all  im- 
pei-fedl  as  it  is,  far  excels  that  of  Ivan  IV.  But  it  is^ 
unhappily,  to  Alexis  Michaelowitz  that  wc  mult  -im- 
pute the  inflitution  of  a  tribunal  which  is  ifamed  the 
Secret  Chancery,  a  (tate  inquifition,  not  lefs  fanguinary, 
not  lefs  barbarous  than  tbart  which,  under  the  maik 
Qf  piety,  has  fo  long  been  the  difgrace,  and  produced 
the  defolation,  of  certain  Catholic  oountries. 

The  (irft  wife  of  the  Czar  dying  in  1669,  this 
prince  married  very  foon  after  Natalia  Narifchkin,  by 
\ybonn  he  bad  that  prince. who  became  fo  celebrated 
yflder  the  name  of  Peter  I. 

Alexis  died  in  the  forty-fixth  year  of  his  age.  He 
Jeft  by  his  firft  marriage  two  fons  and  fix' daughters.' 
The  eldeft  named  Fedor,  who  was  only  fifteert  years 
old,  and  whom  he  had  caufed  to  be  acknowledged  his 

'  fijc^ellbr,  afcended  the  throne  after  him. 

^"^  .Fedor  Alexiowitz  was  of  a  weak  and  valetudinary 

temperament ;  but  he  had  a  decided  chara(Ster,  and 

gave  a  proof  of  it  in  executing  a  projeft  which  was 

to  aKenate  from  him  the  hearts  of  all  the  boyards. 

This 
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Tbk  project,  conceived  by  the  prince  Waffili^Galit-. 
zih,  bis  minifter,  confifted  in  annihihting  the  gcnea-' 
logics,  which  ferved  to  nourifh  the  pretenfi<ans..flnd. 
the  idle  rivalfhips  of  the  nobility.:.  Fedor  approvedll 
of  it ;  and  having  ordered  all  the  titles  of  noble  'famii-; 
lies  to  be  brought  to  him/ under  pretext  of  commit- 
ting them  to,  a  grand  rcgiflcr,  bfe  bad  them  ibJenmJy: 
burnt  in  prefencc  of  his  couifeil  and  of  the; patriarch.^ 
,  Few-  genealogies*  efcaped  this  conflagration.  The 
names  of  the  nobles  were  afterwards  infcribed  on  two. 
public  regifters.     a.  n.  168I. 

Fedor  reigned  only  fix  years.  Death  carried  him, 
off  in  the  flower  of  his  age.  Some  time  before  be'ex* 
pired,  perceiving  that  hjs  brother  Ivan,  deftituta  at 
once  of  bodily  and  mental  qualities,  was  incapable  of 
reigning^  he  named  as  the  heirof  the  throne,  hisfe-. 
cond  brother,  Peter,  aged  only  ten  years,  but  endowed 
with  a  robuft  conftitution,  and  already  announcingiatti 
intrepid  charader. 

The  choice  of  Fedor  was  highly  difapproved  by- 
Sophia,  the  third  of  his  fifters,  a  fprightly,  intriguing 
and  bold  princefs,  who  forefaw  that  if  the  feeble  Ivan 
albended  the  throne  (he  would  reign  under  his  name, 
and  that  if,  on  the  contrary,  Peter  was  crowned,  the 
Narifchkin  family  would  hold  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment. Sophia  immediately  engaged  her  friends  and 
partifans  to  gain  over,  in  fecret,  the  numerous  guard 
of  the  •ftrelit^es.  The  money  and  the  calumnies  which : 
were  difleminated  eafily  feduccd  them.  Twenty  thou- 
fand  of  thefe  barbarous  troops  furroundcd  the  Krem- 
lin, which  is  the  palace  of  the  Czars,  at  Mofcow.;. 
and  after  they  had  inflided  the  (hanieful  puniftiment 
of  the  battoges  *  on  nine  of  their  colonels,  whom  tbey. 
accufed  of  not  having  paid  tliem  punflually,  they 
ordered  the  two  brothers  Narifchkin  to  be  delivered  up 
to  them,  threw  one  of  them  from  the  windows,  cut  the  • 

■  '  ■  *      '  ■        ■    ' 

*  The  patient  is  ilripped  naked,  firetclicd  along  upon  the  belly, 
and  beaten  with  rods  by  two  executioners. 

•   '      '       .  _  D  3  oUun- 
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other  in  pieces,  niaflacred  forty  more  whom  Ibey  bact 
profcribcd,  and  fomt  un&rtxmate  beings  who  were 
iiotupon  tbeir  fatal  lift,  and  proclaimed  as  ibvereigos: 
the  two  princes  Ivan  and  Ptter,.aflbciating  with  them 
the  princdfe. Sophia  in  quality  of  regent. 

Prom -this  moment  Sophia  took  pofleffionofthe 
Ibpreme  power,  and  divided  it  with  her  lover  Waffili* 
Galitztn,  whom  ilie  appointed  prime  minifter  and! 
gcneraliffimo  of  the  troops.  A  (bort  time  after:  (hei 
married  the  Czar  Ivan-to  the  young  Prolkovia-Solti- 
kofF,  whofe  beauty  bore. away  the  palm  from  a  great 
number  of  rivals* 

During  the  feftlvities  of  this  marriage,  the  ftre- 
litzes  made  a.fecond  infurre<5lion.     The  opinions  of 
a^  fedlary,  named  Abafcum,  who  pretended  that  a^ 
hierarchy  fhould  not  he  permitted  in  the  church  of 
Ghrift,  ferved  as  the  pretext  of  their  revolt :  but.  itS) 
real  caufe  was  thejealouiy.  of  the  Knes  Kavanifcy^ 
their  commander,  who.  having  contributed  to  the  de*. 
matron  of  Sophia,  and  feeing  that  Ihe! preferred  Gaiit- 
^in,^  refol ved  to  avenge  himfelf  on  this  prinoefs.     So- 
phia withdrew  with  the  two  Czary  her  brothers,  and 
the  reft  of  her  family,  into  the  convent  of  the  Trinity,, 
a  well  fortified"  building,  at  twelve  leagues  diftance 
ifrom 'Mofcow.     When  thei;^,  fhe  negociated  with. 
Itavanlky,  who  being  imprudent  enough,  to  believe: 
that  he  might  prefent  himfelf  before  the  regent,  vms 
arretted  on  the  road,  arid  decapitated,  together  with- 
bis  fon.     Deprived  of  thdr  chief]  the  ftrelitzes  were* 
eafily  brought  back  to  repentance*    The  moft  tnu^ : 
ttnous  were  puriiAied,  and  the  reft  pardoned. 

A*  D.  i6B7.     During  a  long  period  the  Khans  of 
the  country  which  we  call  theKrimea,  and  which* 
the  Greeks  knew  under  the  name  of  theTauric-Kher-. 
fonefus,  had  exadled  from  :Ruffia  an  annual  tribute  of > 
fixty  thoufand  roubles.    Sophia  wrftrtng'  ta  iibemte 
herfelf  from  this  diigraceful  fervitude^  declared  war 
againft  the  Tartars  of  the  Krimea,  and  Galitzin  took 
the  command  of  thfe^iumcrous  army  which' marched^ 
,  .  \  againft 


» 


agwnft  them.  But  the  two  catf)J)aigiis  which  hd 
made  were  not  fuccefsful.  On  his  return,  he  di|l 
not  the  leiTs  affiime  the  haughty  demeanour  of  a  con- 
queror. The  young  Czar  Peter,  who  had  difap-t 
proved  of  the  war,  did  xiot  conceal  the  diflatjsfac- 
tion  and  the  contempt  with  whicli  this  inftxlent  nii- 
nifter  infpired  him,  and  this  lafl:  confpired  with  '^a- 
phiai  and  the  new  chief  of  the  ftrelitzes  to  have 
Peter  maflacred. 

-Peter,  informed  of  this  confpiracy,  efcap'eli  once 
more  to  the  convent  of  the  Trinity.  There  he  con- 
voked  the  boyards,  and  all  thofe  who  were  attached^ 
to  his  family,  and  he  very  foon  beheld  himfelf  fur- 
rounded  by  a  great  number  of  defenders.  Sophia; 
Who  remained  at  Mofeow  with  Ivan,  made  an  ef- 
ftfrt  to  retain  tha  ftreKtiTes  in  her  party;  but  they 
were  already  fick  of  her  yoke,  and  almoft  all  of  them ' 
attached  themfelves  to  Peter. 

The  chief  of  the  ftrelitzes  perifhed  by  Ihe  punifli- 
ment  of  the  ktiout.  Othef  confpirators  had  their  heads 
ijut  off;  GaKtzih,  for  whom  one  of  his  relations 
rti^dt  intefceffioft,  and  who  was  beloved  of  the  Czar 
Peter;  was  only  deprived  of  his  eftates,  and  exiled 
to  the'  environs  bf  Archangel.  The  princefs  Sophia 
had'  her  bead  fiiaved,  arid  was  fhut  up,  for  the  re- 
iriaiihdev  of  her  days,  in  a  convent  at  Mofeow.  * 

a!'i>'.  1689;     Peter  aflumed  the  reins  of  govern - 
oierit.'"  His  brother  Ivan  preferved  the  title  of  Czar; 
butattbou^H  his  name  appeared  in  the  public  a6l^, 
tifit  pt\h(ie'did  not  poflefs  the'leaft  authority.     He, 
di«ain  i6g6.      *        \ 

The  life  of  Peter  I.  is  too  well  kriown  for  me  to 
'tftfdeftaie^  here  to  retrace  the  events  of  it.  Befides, 
this  attempt  would  be  forefgfl  to  my  fubjedj,  which 
only  permits ,  me  to  take  a  flight  rcvie>y  o^*  thofe 
i^d^tis  whioh  preceded  that  of  Catharine  II.  MjC- 
ji^efrriied  writers  arid  notpfiotis  flatterers  havedepi<5i- 
ed  Petcjr  as  "only  a  legiflufdr  arid  a  hero  v  but  they 
,ha#e'^  givett  lut  half  a  jepYefeilWftiQn  of  him.    My 

D  4  ardent 


56  HISTORY  OF  CATHAllINte  It.  '       ^ 

aitietit  love  of  truth  obliges  me  to  fay,  that  th<e  g^eat 
qualities,  and:  the  t>rilliant. actions  of  this  primce 
were  fullied  by  failings,  by  violence,,  and  by  terrible 
crimes. 

The  weaknefs  of  his  mother,  who  durfl:  not  coii- 
tradi(S  him,  and  the  craftinefs  of  the  regent  Sophia^ 
who  determined  to  keep  him  in  a  (late  of  ignorawce, 
werp  the  caufes  thatj  Peter  I.  pafled  a  pajrt  of  his 
youth  with  a  fet  of  debauched  young  people,,  whoie 
example  he  was  but  too  much  inclined  to  follow. 
However,'  his  afFedlion  for  foreigners  foon  n)ade  hiia 
bluih  for  his  ignorance^  and,  without  renouncing  his 
pleaiiires,  he  learnt  a  little  German  arid  Dutch,  and 
even  fomething  of  the  mathematics.  .    ; 

It  was  much  about  this  time  that  -he  attacbed 
the  Genoefe  Lefort  to  him,  with  whom  he  fell  by 
chance  acquainted  at  the  houfe  of  the.  Danifli  envoy 
at  Mofcow,  and  who  became  in  the  end  a  barori  and 
general  of  the  RufBan  armies,  ^^he  Czar  found, 
betvyeen  him  and  Lefort,  fo  gre^t  a  conformity ": of 
ideas  and  inclinations,  that  he  made  him  the  coor 
fident  of  all  his  projects,  an^  always  (hewed  the 
greatcft  deference  to  his >  advice.  He  even  gave,  it 
him  in  charge  to  mollify  and  bring  him  back  to  reaf 
fon,  .vyhen  he  was  inthoie(its  of  paffion  tp  \^hich  he 
was  fubjedl,  and  which,  co-operating  at  times  with  the 
intoxication  produced  by  ftrong  liquors,  rendered  him 
outrageous.  At  thofe  times  Lefort  only  durft  fpeak 
to  him  ;  ^nd  reproaching  him  with  ,his  intemperance 
and  his  madnfcfs,  he  w:ent  fo  far  as  to  employ  yiort 
lence  in  order  to  check  him.  It  was  not  however 
without  danger  thcjt  Lefort  difplayed  a  zeal,  fo  bold. 
Peter  one  lime  had  almoft  (tabbed  him;  but  after 
his  fury  was  over,  he  embraced  Lefort  and  entreated 
his  pardon.  '  '  i . 

Lefort  had  for  feme  time  borne  arms  in  France  and 
-Holland,  atid  ftill  preferved  a  great « inclination  (br 
'  the  military  life.     He  infpired  the  Czar  with  thi^  in- 
clination,.; whp  .  imniiediat^ly  .foimed   a  regiment  of 

young. 
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young  boyards,  the  companions  of  his  fpofts,  and* 
commenced  himfeifby  being'  drummer  in  that  regi*  . 
meiit,  in  ord^r  to  give  the  example  of  fubordination. 

If  Peter  learnt  from  Lefort  to  delight  in  war,  to 
chance  alone  he  was  mdebted  for  the  noble  and  happy 
idea  of  crcal:ing  a  navy  in  his  ftates.  ,  While  be  was 
y-et  very  young,,  he  perceived,  as  he  was  walking  in  a 
villagfe  near  Mofcow,  a  floop  which  a  Dutchmany 
named  Brandt,  had  conftrudjted  in  the  reign  of  Alexis 
Michaelowitz,  He  was  ihim'ediately  anxious  to  dift 
cover  why  this  floop  was  fo  different  from  all  the  vef* 
fels  which  hti.  had  till  then  feen;  and  vVas  informed^ 
that  it  was  in  order  that  (he  might  fail  againft  the 
wind.  This  reply  only  augmented  his  curiofity.  Brandt 
was  immediately  fummoned;  and  the  floop,  provided 
with  mafts  and  fails,  received  the  young  Czar,  who, 
to  bis  great  furprife,  bealio  windvvard.  with  Brandt 
on  the  rivei?  Yaoufla.  ,  Peter  immediately,  ordered 
Brandt. to  buikl  him  a  yachii,  which  was  launched  in 
the  Mofcowa  in  16.91  ;- andiflxortly  after  the  lame 
Dutchman  con ftru died,  bn-the  borders  of  iJaJce  Pe- 
rilofF,  and  under  the  infpc6lidn*  of  the  Gzdr,  fcveral 
fmall  veflfels  yifhich  carried  guns,  fandwi):h.  which  this 
prince  exercifed  himfelf  f6r  fome  time. 
.  A.  j>.  l6g7.  -'Ihe  deathiof  Brandt  did  not  in  the 
leaft  degree  abate  the  ardour  of  the  Czar  for  his  ma- 
rine. He  himfelf  vilited  Holland  fdme  years  after- 
wards, to  learn*  the  art  of  fliip-building,  atnd  they  ftill 
ih^w,  in  the  village  ofSa^am,  the  little  lodging 
which  he  obcupied,  when  he  laboured  there  as  acomr 
raon  carpenter.  From  thence  he^  pafled  into'Eng- 
land ;  and  when  he  wiis>  fully  able  to  form  .a  judg- 
ment of  the  nautical  fcience  of  thefe  two  .countries,, 
he  gave  to  his  veflels  a  mixture  of  the.  IJngHfli  and 
Dutch' naval  archite<5ture,  which  they  have  preferved 
fince  that  period. 

Before  he  returned  to  Ruflia,  Peter  had  -  a  defire 
to  vifit  Germany,  Whilfl:  be  was  at  yienna,  he 
learnt  thai  the  ftrelitzes  and  other  malecontents  were 

attempting 
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attempting,  to  replace  Sopbia  npon  the'thrmie.     He' 
flew  imoiediately  to  Mofeow;  he  found  the  rd^els 
abeady  vanquiflied  by  the  troops  who  had  remained 
£uthfal  to'hhn^  and  had  only  to  glat  bis  implac^le 
vengeance.. 

It  was  in  travelling  thfY>i]^  Ingria  and  in  Cardia 
that  Peter  formed  the  prcge6):  of  taking  pofieffion 
€{  tbofe  provinces,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to 
maintain  a  fleet  upon  the  Baltic.  The  youth  of 
Charles  XIL  feemed  to  be  favourable  to  this  defign. 
Peter  haflened  to  form  a  league  with  the  kings  of 
Poland  and  Denmark  againft  Sweden,  and  to  com* 
meince  a  war  which,  during  eighteen  years,  defolat^ 
the  north  of  Europfe.  Charles  XII.  conquered  veiy 
loon  all  tboie  who  bad  attacked  him.  He  beiieged 
the  King  of  Denmark,  in  Copenhagen,  and  obliged 
him  to  fue  for  peace.  He  dethroned  the  King  of 
-Boland,  and  would  have  dethroned  the  Czar,  but  the 
lofs  oF  a  iingle  battle  tore  from  him  the  fruit  of 
nine  years  fuccefs,  and  rendered  him,  during  nine 
years  rafbre,  the  moft  wretched  of  monarchs. 

Notwithffanding  the  innumerable  lofle^  of  men 
and  of  money  which  this  war  cofl  the  Czaty  it  wai 
the  means  of  realizing  his  hopes,  as  it  procured  him 
not  ouiy  the'conqucHS:  of  Ingria  and  of  Carelia,  but 
the  poflfeiiion  of  Livonia,  of  Eflonia,"  of  the  cOunti^ 
of  Viburgb,  and  of  a  confiderable  part  of  Finland. 
It  likewife  taught  the  Ruffians  to  fight  with  that 
rigid  fubordinatibn  and  -that  ferocious  intrepidity^ 
which  have  rendered  them  fince  th^n  the  terror  of 
the  Ottomans  and  the  plunderers  of  Poland. 
-  The  conqueror  of  the  Swedes,  Peter  was  foon  af^ 
tcrwards  that  of  the  Turks,  from  whom  be  wfefted 
the  portofAzoph,  on  the  feaofZabacha;  but  the;Jr 
obliged  him  to  reftore  it  in  the  conclufion  of  tHe  dlf- 

aflrous  campaign  of  Prutb.    More  for- 
A.  D.  1723.     tonate  with  the  Perfians,  he  contjOered 

Derbent,  and  made  himfdf  thafter  of 
the  navigation  and  the  commerce  of  the  Gafpiau  Sts. 

By 


By  a  ti^flty  cEiade  at  the  commtrmasneni  ofhb  f engo^ 
tile  limits  be^tween  Sa:iffi9  and  China  were  fixed  upott 
the  (hores  of  the  Crorbitea,  and  the'  oommerce  of 
the  Ruffians^  with  the  Cbinefe  w^  carried  on  with 
freOivigaur. 

\  Daring  the  whole  time  that  the  war  was.  continued 
agi^inA  Sweden^  Peter  I,  did  not  loTe  fight  of  the  re* 
form  atid  the  efiabUfhilieiit^  which'  he  had  com* 
mended ;  bis  chief!  attehtibn  was  diredbed  to  his  navy« 
I|6  hadi  on  the  Baltic  a  fl^et  which  gained  feveral 
vJ6lorfes.  Heordeted  canals -to  be  dog,  and  among 
others  that  which  joins  the  Cafpian  Sea  to  tboGitlph 
pf  Finland.  He  conftruifted  high-ways ;  he  embel- 
liibed  feveral  citiiss  ;  belaid  the  fotjndation. of  Pcterf* 
burgh  in  a  little  marfliy  ifland,  and  from  the  bofom 
of  the  waters  there  was  almoft  immediately  feen- a 
fupierb  city  raifingi  its  head^  He  encouraged  com-' 
ilierce,  and  opened  new  roads  for  ib;  he  eiiablifhed 
ieveral  manufaiSiures  of  arms,  of  fluffs,  of  pottery,  and 
even  of  pins,  for  before  his  time  the  Ruffians  did  not 
pofiefs'the  art  of  maldng  them.  He  aboH^laed  the 
charge  of  patriarch ;  he  diminifhed  the  number  and 
tii6  power  of  the  monks;  be  infixtuted  fohook  and 
aeaddmtQ8 ;  be  cdmpcfed  a  code  of  laws  whicby  xioU 
witb&ifiding  its  imperfedions,  is  very  fuperior  td 
tbdfe  of  Ivan  IV.  and  of  Alexis  Midiaelowi  t«.  TRie 
repeated  efforts  of  the  conqueror  of  Narva  were  ndt 
the  ooly  obftacles  to  fo  niany  underldcings;  Peter 
had»  to^  combat,  in  the  vefy  midfl  of  his  own^  flates; 
the  fbryr  of  fupcrflition  and' the  obftinate  prejtidice» 
of  a  barbarous  nation ;  bat  tbe  refbliite  firmnefs  of 
his  icharadler  enabled  him  to  brave  them  aH. 

Of  all  the  innovations. of  the  Czar,  that  which  pre- 
iented  to  him  thegreatefl  difHcullies  and  cod  him 
tbe*moft  bloodfhcd,  was  the  change  in  the  mode  of 
drefs  Ti^hitli  he  exa^ed  of  his  fubje<9:s,  averyufelefs 
and  iibpcditic  alteration.  The  Ruffians  fubmitted 
witb'  the  utmoft  ,relii<9:ance  to  aflunle  the  Geniiaa 
hjftbit  and  to  fufftr  tKemfelr^s  tp  Ip?.  fbaved,  a^d  f  bey 

revolted 
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x^volted  (everal  times,  to  preferve*  their  long  robes  and 
tb6ir  beards.  But  Peter  imagined,  that  in  giving  to 
his  people  the  fafliions  of  the  other  nations  of  Europe, 
he  would  alfp  give  them  their  manners,  without  fore- 
feeing  that  he  was  probably  going  to  infpire  a  tafte  for 
luxury,  which  he  himfelf  dilliked.  This  prince  was 
always  very  limply  clothed,  SVas  at  little  expence  for 
his  houfehold,  remained  but  a  quarter  of  an  hour  at 
tables  and  frequently  laughed  at  his  favourite  Men- 
zikoff,  who,  elevated  to  the  rank  of  a  prince  from  be- 
ing a  paftry-cooK's  boy,  difplayed  the  utmoft  ftateli- 
xitfs,  and  would  never  dine  without  the  found  of  trum- 
pets and  cymbals. 

-,  Peter  I.  was  the  moft  violent,  the  moft  cruel  of 
monarchs.  He  not  only  gave  manual  chaftifemerit 
to  courtiers,  to.  generals,  to  the  minifters  who  had 
fsommitted  any  trivial  offence,  but  was  very  fre- 
tjucntly  the  executioner  of  the  fentence  of  death 
which  )ie  had  pronounced  on  the  unfortunate  vic- 
tims. 

His  fury,  it  is  true,  was  not  always  produ6^ive  of 
fuch  fatal  effects ;  but* whether  it  was  that  this  prince 
had  not  actually  thecommand  of  himfelf,  or  whether 
he  imagined  it  was  his  duty  to  let  his  fubjedls  know 
that,  nothing  ought  to  refill  his  will,  he  fometimes 
permitted  himfelf  to  commit  a6lions  which  in'  an- 
other man  would  have.^p^ifled  for  a6ls  of  lunacy. 

One  day^  on  his  return  from  his  travels,  wifhing  to 
give  a  fpeciraen  of  his  abiHtics  as  a  feaman,  he  em- 
ployed, himfelf  in  fteerirtg  a  little  veflel  upon  tiake 
Ladoga,  .which  is  frequently  ftormy,  and  which  ber 
came  at  this  moment  more  agitated  than  ufual.  Pe- 
ter was  dlarmed,  arid  regained  the  fhore  :  but  pro* 
voked  that  the  waves  did  not'  ibew  him  greater  re- 
fpe6l,  he  fent  in  fearch  of  an  executioner,  and  or- 
dered him  topunifh  the  indocile  lake  with  the  knout. 

And  what  are  we  to  think  of  that  continual  farce 
in  which  Peter  I.  caufed  himfelf  to  be  reprefented  by' 
the  Knes  RomodanofFsky,  the  moft  vulgar,  the  moft 
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brutal  of-^  Ruffians,  whUft  be  bimlelf  condescended 
to  perform  the  part  of  a  fubaltcrn  ?  He.  bad;  deco- 
rated Romodanof&ky  with  the.  title  of  Czar  of  Mof-^ 
cow.  He  rendered  him  publioly  an  account  of  bis 
enterprifes,  and  of  his  moft  important  fuccefles.  All 
the  petitions,  all  the  memorials  which  were  addrefled 
to  the  fovereign,  were  preiTented  to.  this  fantom  of  a 
Czar,  who  fecretly  conveyed  them  to  the  council, 
and  when  thofe  who  made  application  did  not  ob- 
tain what  they  defired,  and-  i?nadc  complaint  to  Peten, 
he  replied  colcUy,."  That  is  no  fault  of  mine:  the 
Czar  ofMofcow  is  mailer."  i 

The  firft  ipfurre<5tion,  which  wa^  ocdafioned  by  the 
order  given  to  all  the  Ruffians  to  leave  oiF  wearing, 
beards,  was  fucceeded  ty  the  execution  of  nert 
eight  thoufaiid  perfons.  In  order  to  contain  (6  vaft 
anumber  of  victims,  the  Czar  made  choice  of  a  large 
fpace  of  ground  near  his  palace  of  Prfebraginlko, 
at  three  verftes  diftance  from:  Mofcow.  This  place 
was  furrounded  with  paliiades,  through  which  might 
be  ealijy  feen  vyhat  was  paffing  within  ;  and  after  fe- 
veral  blocks  and^logs  had  been  placed,  the  miferable 
wretches  dcilincd  to  lofe  thfeir  lives  were  condudled 
to  them. 

A.  D.  1720.  Several  execiitipners  were  imme- 
diately employed  in  chopping  off  heads.  Peter  him- 
felt,  with  a  hatchiet  in  his' hand,  fet  the  example  to 
the  executioners.  A  chiM  .  about  twelve  years  old,^ 
came  and  placed  his  head  upon  .the  block  of  the 
Czar.  This  prince,  inftead  of  ftriking  the  child,  took 
him  by  the  arm  and  pufhed  him  back.  The  lad^ 
without  fpeaking  a  fingle  word,  went  and  laid  his 
head  upon  another  block.  The  Czar,  who  perceived 
him,  advanced  towards  him,  raifed  him,  and  again 
drove  him  aVv^ay.  An  inftant  after  the  child  came 
back,  and  again  placed  himfelf  under  the  axe.  The 
Czar  then  demanded  in  a  paffion,  why  he  perfifted 
in  attemptiqg  to  have  his  head  cut  off?  *^  Thou  baft 
^  cut  ofFth^t^^of  my  father,  that  of  my  brother,  and 
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<^  thofe  of  dl  my  Tdatvms,'  who  w€»e  n^rf  more  jcmjI- 
^*pable  than  I  ara/'  teptied  fche  child,  why  tb^n  wiit 
^^'  thou  pot  cut  ofF  mine  ?"  Peter  made  no  reply,  but 
wdered  the  child  td  be  put  out  of  the  enclofure, 
thbew  down  hts  hatchet  and  went  away.    . 

Th>spi«cc  wa*  but  feldotn  ftrudc  lb  forcibly  jwrtth 
a  fenfe  of  his  faults  as  upon;  this  occ4^ian.  Always 
thirfting  for  ven^ance,  be  lidded  perfidy  to  the  moft 
atrocious  inhumanity.  The  tragical  end  of  his  own 
jbn  •  alfefds  a  melancholy  proof  of  this.  The  only 
known  fault  laid  to  the  charge  of  Alexii,  was  having  ^ 
endeavoured  to  efcape  from  the  animofity  of  his  fei 
tber,  and  his  leaving  Ruffia  without  the  permilHon 
of  this  «K)narch.  '  The  Czar  got  information  that 
Alexis'Was  in  coiicealmenl  at  Naples.  He  imme^  . 
diately  difpatched  Tolftoi,  the  moft  infamous  of  hi« 
iriinifters,  who,  by  the  influence  of  money  and  of 
flattery,  gaining  over  the  miftrefs  who  had  accom- 
panied the  prince  in  bis  flight,  perfuaded  this  un- 
fortunate young  man  to  retur«  to  his  father.  TJie 
Czar  deceived  at  the  fame  time  the  Emperor  of  Ger- 
many and  the  King  of  Naples,  under  whofe  protec- 
tion his  fon  had  placed  himfelf^  and  who  had  made 
interceffion  in  his  behalf.  Notwithll^nding  his  fo- 
lemn  promife  to  pardon  him,  he  had  him  tried  as 
the  moft  abandoned  villain  and  caufed  him  to  be  put 
to  de^th.  And  yet,  oh  fhameful !  to  the  di%race 
of  biftory,  ntany  celebrated  writers  have  attempted  to 
juftify  tbis  barbarity.  ' 

When  M.  Printz,  the  Prufiian  ambaflador,  refided 
at  Uie  court  of  Peter  I,  that  prince  invited  hini  to  a 
|Bagnifice5t  repaft,  and  after  having  dran):,  accord-^ 
ing  to  bis  Guftom,  a  great  deal  of  wine  and  brandy, 
lie  ordefredto  be  brought  out  of  the  prifons  of  Peterf- 
burgh  twenty  of  the  flrelitaes.  After  tbis,  at  every 
bumper^  he  cut  off  the  bead  of  one  of  thefc  wretched 
dreature^.  Hq  propofed  tp  the  Prufiian  mnbafi^dor  to 
make  trial  of  his  ikill  upon  thorn,  but  the  ambaflador 
iid  not  fail  to  .reje&  this  barbarous  propofal.    What 


I 


BMPRBSS  Of  RUSSIA.  36 

a  Ipcdlaclfi!  to  behold  a  tyrant  who,  in  the  midft  of 
his  Intemperate  orgies,  could  amofe  himfelf  with  cut- 
ting off  the  heads  of  twenty  of  his  unfortunate  fub- 
jedls,  whilft  his  fneaking  courtiers  got  drunk  with 
him,  and  applauded  the  ferocity  of  his  fanguinary 
fports.  ^ 

Endowed  with  a  fine  figure  and  of  a  fuperior 
mind,  invefted  with  fupreme  power  and  paffion* 
ately  fond  of  women,  Peter  I.  was  not  beloved  of 
one,  or  at  leaft  he  was  deceived  by  all  thofe  to  whom 
he  attached  himfelf.  Whilft  he  was  yet  very  young 
he  married  Eudoxia  Lapoukin,  who  was  mother 
of  the  unfortunate  Alexis.  A  ihort  time  after  he  had 
married  Eudoxia,  the  Czar  became  violently  in  love 
teith  Anne  MoKns,  a  pretty  Fleming,  daughter  of  a 
beer-brewer  who  wa^  fettled  at  Mofcow. 

Eudoxia  appeared  at  firft  out  of  humour  that  her, 
hufband  had  forfaken  her,  but  (he  very  foon  c6o- 
foled  herfelf  with  a  young  boyard,  named  KlebofT; 
and  to  her  lover's  misfortune  and  her  own,  the  did  . 
tot  employ  myftery  fufficient  in  her  amours.  The 
Czar,  who  thought  he  might  himfelf  be  inconftant 
with  impunity,  did  not  chufe  the  fame  condu61:  to  be 
purfued  with  regard  to  him.  He  (hut  up  the  Czarina 
in  a  cloifter,  and  afterwards  folemnly  repudiated  her.  / 
His  revenge  on  Kleboff  was  more  cruel :  he  caufed 
him  to  be  impaled;  and  it  is  aflerted  as  a  fa6l  that 
this  unfortunate  being  remained  in  this  fituation  more 
than  twenty-four  hours  before  he  expired. 

The  Czar  was  eager  to  go  and  enjoy  this  horrible 
fpeftacle.  He  did  more;  he  afcended  the  pilafter 
of  mafon-vvork  upon  which  the  ftake  was  fixed,  and 
exhorted  the  dying  man  to  confefs  the  fadis  which  he 
had  till  tlien  refufed  to  acknowledge.  .  "  Approach, 
"  that  thou  mayeft  hear  me  more  diftindlly,**  replied 
Kleboff.  The  Czar  having  advanced  towards  him, 
Kleboff  paufed  an  inft'ant  to  recover  ftrength,  and 
then  (aid  to  him — »"  Tyrant,  the  moft  execrable  which  , 
^  Ijejl  ever  fent  forth,  fuppo(ing  that  which  thou  im- 
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*'  puteft  to*  rx^  to  be  true)  doft  thou  believe  that, 
^/  pot  having,  cpnfefled  it  before  ftiy  punifliment,  and 
f^'wljen  I  bad  fiill  the  hope  of  obtaining  pardon  by 
"  that  avowal,  doft  thou  believe,  I  fay,  that  I  could 
'^  be  fuch  an  ideot,  fo  weak,  or  fuch  a  coward  as  to 

fatisfy  thee,   now  that  it  is  out  of  thy  power  to 

give  me  my. life?  Go,  horrible  monfter,"  added 
he,  fpitting  in  his  face,  "  take  tbyfelf  away." 

The  Czar  thought  ferioufly  of  placing  Anne  Moens 
upon  the  throne.  This  youjig  woman,  who  regarded 
as  the  grcateft  of  misfortunes  the  Jove  with  which  fhe 
hi^d  infpired  her  mafter,  and  who  only  yielded  tohin> 
iixym  fear,  founds  means  dextroufly  to  elude  his  offers 
of  marriage.  Feter  continued  however  to  ^fee  her  ; 
but  v^ry  fopn,  whether  it  was  that  the  coldnefs  which 
he  found  in  her  difgufted  him,  or  whether  his  na- 
tural inconftancy  led  him  elfewhere,  he  allowed  her 
to  marry  a  lover  Icfs  illuftriou?,  with  whom  flie  had 
for  a  long  time  carried  on  an  intrigue. 

It  is  well  known  with  what  a  paflion  Peter  wasin-^ 
fpired  for  a  young  Livonian  who,  after  having  been 
married  to  a  Swedifh  dragoon,  and  fucceflively  the 
liiiftrcfs  o£  Generals  Bauen  Scheremetoffand  Menzi- 
koft',  became  Emprcfs  of  Ruffi^,  under  the  name  of 
Catharine  I.  * 

Although  Catharine  was  indebted  for  every  thiijg  to 
the  C^ar  who  had  feated  her  uppn  thethrqne,  (he  did 
not  always  prefcrve  that  faith  to  him  which  be  bad  a 
title  to  expe6l.  It  was  but  feldom,  on  thecontra*-y, 
that  (he  did  not  repay  the  i'nfidclities  of  her  hufb^nd 
with  equal  inconftancy,  but  ftie  was  careful  to  keep 
them  moixi  fecret. 

Catharine  had  chofen  for  chamberlain  the  young 
Moens  de  la  Croix,  whofe  fifter,  Madam  J^alk,  was 
about  her  perfon,  and  had,  as  I  have  already  laid, 
difdaincd  the  hand  of  the  Emperor.  Moens  was  a 
iandforr^e  man  ;  it  was  not  long  before  he  made  a 
powerful  impreflion  on  the  heart  of  the  Emprefs,  and 
ber  paflion  was  quickly  perceived  by  Jagoufchinlky, 
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whp  at  that  time  poflefl^d  the  entire^confidenc^  of 
the  Czar^  and  who  bad  the  cruelty  to  impart  this 
dijfcovery  to  his  mafter.  All  the  jealoufy  of, Peter 
was  inftantly  aroiifcd.  He  fwore  to  avenge  hirorel^ 
t)ut  he  refolved  before  hand  that  he  would  be,aa 
eye-witqefs  of  the  treachery  of  Catharine.  He^pre^* 
jten^pd  to  quit  Peterfburgh  with  a  defigri  to  pafs.  fpnie 
days  in.pnc  of  his  country  pala^Cjes,  and  feci;ctly  re-* 
tufped  to  the  winter  palate ;  he  afterwards  fent  a 
(pagei  on  wboip  he  could  rely,  to  carry  his  compli- 
ments to  the  Emprefs,  and  to  tell  her  that  he.  was  at 
Doupka,  feme  leagues  from  the  capital. 

The  page,  who  had  received  orders  to  take 'notice 
of  all  that  pafled,  was  not  long  in  returning  to  copr 
fjnm  the  fufpicions  of  the  Czar,  who  immediately 
h^ftened  to  Catharine,  and  furprifed  her  in  the  arm3 
of  her  lover.  It  was,  twq  hours  afler  midnight,  and 
Madam  Balk  wa?  watching  at  fome  diftance  from 
the  apartment  of  the  Erapreft.  Peter,  in  a  rage, 
overthrew  a  page  whom  he  met  in  bis  way,  and 
ftruck  Catharine  with  his  caoc,.  but  did  not  fay  a 
word  either  to  Moens  or.  to  Madam  Balk,  relblving 
topunifl^then)  in  a. more  fevere  mjanner  than  with  a 
few  ftrokesof  a  cane. 

On  leaviqg  Cfitharine's  apartment,  Peter,  ilill  in  a 
tranfpprt  of  fury>. entered  haftily  into  the  chamber 
wberc  Prince  Repnin  was  fleeping,  who,  awakened 
in  a  hurry,  and  feeing  the  Czar,  gave  himfelf  up  for 
loft.  "  Get  up,"  iaid  the  Czar  to  him,  ^^  and  liften 
^^^  to  me;. thou  haft  no  occafion  to  Mrefs  thyfelf/* 
Repnin  arofe  trembling,  Peter  related  to  him  what 
had  juft  pafled,  and  added  :  "  I  am  refolved  to  have 
the  Emprefs's  head/Cut  offas  fbon  as  it  is  day.'* 
You  are- offended,^  and  you  are  abfolute  mafter,'* 
replied  Repgin,  "  but  permit  me,  with  the  utmoft: 
".  deference,  to  make  an  obfcrvation  to  you. — Why 
"  fhould  you  divulge  the  difgraceful  adventure  whif:h 
irritates  jou  ?  You  have  been  obliged  to  defiray 
the  ftrelitzes.-   Almpft  every  year  of  your  reign 

E  "his* 


ic 


a 


\ 


^h^^heeti^im't^^A  M^h  bloody  eiecutiotis.  You 
**  nalt^  cbricWyefl  *ft  ycJur  duty  to  eottdemn  yom'own 
y^Jf^,^  AtA\i:  '!{  yoxi  cut  off  Ihe  hted -.of'  yt^irt- 
^^fc,  ybti  wifl  fttliy for*  ever  the^Idry  of  yotir  natinfe. 
**^EarQpe  will  •feg'ard  you  ^s  a  priiice  who  tWflfts^for 
^  i:liet  blood  'of  His  -jpedple,  ai^'  tjf  all  W'ho  a^t'dach 
^^'hfe:  Avefnge  the  injury  done  you :  let  Mclg^ 
''^''pddft  by  the  fword  oCjiiftiie;  but  with  regard  to 
^.^th^  Emprers,  you'  mtift  rid  yourfelf  ofheriti  ii 
**^inirrher  at'vVhich  yoiir  glory  will'hrive  no reafeh  fo 
^%Y&{\i.^      '    ••'  ^'-^  -'    •     .  '^'  /•-  ■  ^^'-^ 

.During  thfs 'adidffeft' I^cter  D«^s  vi61ently  ^gittftcrf. 
^ejfe'cd  his  look's  bri  Hepnin  for  ^'long  tinie, '^nd 
left  the  chamber  without  uttering  a  fylJable.  The 
ddftrudilori  of  Moetts  tyas  alr'eady  determined.  »''Hb 
•;was  arretted,  as  was^  likewife  Madanfi  Balk.  They 
^ere  both  (hut  up  in  the  winter  palace,  in  an  apart- 
ment into  which  no  pcrfon  entered  but  the  Emperor  , 
»himfelf,  who  carriecf  them  their  provifions.  At  the 
Tame  time  a  iieport  was  fpread,  tnat  the  brother  and 
^fter  hid  permitted  themfelves  tb  be  corrupted  by 
the  enemie^of  the  ftate,  in  hdpeS  of  gaining  over  thfe 
/Emprefs,  in  the  face  of  the  Gzar^  to  opptife  theih^ 
terefts  of  Ruffia. 

Mbens  was  interrogated  by  thid  prtncc  in  the  pre- 
,fehce  of  General  Ufchakoff,  and;  after  haying  dorf- 
fefled  every  thing  required  bfbim,  had.his  b^d^irt 
off.     A.  D.  1724.  '       ! 

Madame  Balk,  his  filler,  received  the  knout,  and  it 
is  aflerted  that  the  Gzar  hrnlfelf  niflicfted  the  puhifh- 
•^ment :  after  this  flie  was  banilbed  ta  Siberia. 

Moens  walked  loathe  place  of  execution  with,  the 
jutraoft  fortitude.     He  alwayis  wore  a  bracelet  of  dia- 
monds, in  which  was  a  miniature  portrait  of  Catha- 
rine: bat  as  it  had  not  been  difcQverecl  when  i  he 
was  arrefted,  he  found   means  to  conceal  it  ufider 
•hts  garter,    and  when  upon  the  fcaffold    he   con- 
fided this  fccrct  to  the  Lutheran  priefl:  who  afecom- 
'jianied  him,  and  under  favour  of  hjis  cloak  flipped 
'■'  '  ''  -  '  the 


the  bra6cfet  mto  his  hand  to'reftore  it  td'^flie  fern- 
prefe. 

The  Czar  was  a  witrtefs  of  the  puhiflim^nt  of 
Moehs,  which  he  beheld  from  bne  of  the  wmdows 
of  the  Senate-ho©fe»  After  the  eitecution  he  afcend^ 
ed  thefcaffold^  took  the  h«ad  <>f  Moens  by fhe  hait] 
and  exprefled  ih  a  tnanticr  fer^itally  en^rgetfc,  how 
completely  he  had  fatisfied  his  veiigea^ce.  Thfe  fathe 
day  this  prince  had  the  cruelty'  to  convey  Catharltie 
in.an  open  carriage  to  the  flake  to  which  the  head  of 
tiiis  unfortianate  wretch  was  flailed.  .  Catherine  Wad 
fufficiently  miftrefs  of  herfelf  not  to  change  cduhte-* 
nance  at  fight  of  this  hori:ible  fpe61acle,  but  it  Is  f^id, 
that,  on'.Teturning  to  her  apaf  ttnent^  (he  flieid  atdrretit 
of  tears. 

From  that  period  Petet  faw  Oeitharine  no  more 
ecqept  in  public.  He  threw  into  the  fire  the  will  by 
whichv  he  had  narted  this  princefs  heirefs  of  the 
throne,  and  he  did  not  even  conceal  the  -defign 
which  he  Had  formed  to  revenge  himfdf  ftill  farther 
upon  her.  But  the  afFe^Si^ion  which  he  had  for  bisi 
two  daughters,  and  the  defire  of  feeing  at  lea,ft  on6 
of  them^inarried  before  the  disgrace  of  their  mother, 
madb.him  difpend  the  lafi  ftrdtes  which  he  intended 
Ihould  fall  on  thcheadof  his  confort. 
:  The  Di&e  erf  Holfteiri,' diOatisfied  thtlt^-on  the 
death  of  Charles  XIL  tb6 '  Swedes  feid  riot  chofeft 
hira  king,  went  into  Ruffia,  and  f<>li€ited  the- Czar  td 
grant  him.  the  hand  of  the  Princefe  Anria^trowna, 
The  Czar  appeared  at  firft*  avdrfetc*  this  alliance;  Ifcrt 
after  the  adventure  of  Catharine  a^d  MoSns  gave  hil 
confent'immedialely.  ^      * 

Catharine,  howevcry  wlio  wa«  tiot  ignofant  of  the 
fate  which  her  bufband  was  preparing  for  her,  did 
not  conceive  it- her  duty, to  wait*  for  it.  From  the 
moment  that  fhe  had  pafied  from  the  arms  of  ^en- 
zikoff  into'thofe  of  his  mafter,  fhe  and  the  favouritfe 
bad  mutually  promifed  toftarwiby  each  other,  and 
in  efFefi  it.has^been  feen  that,  by  tttrns,  the  credit 
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of  the.pftft.pt^eferved.to  the  other  the  good  graccu  . 
of  the  Czar.  When  the;y  were  both  at  the  fame 
time  on  the  brink  of  difgrace,  they  ufed  their  en- 
deavours ftill  more  fuccefsfully  in  order  to  avoid  it. 
The  Czar  died  very  fuddenly,  and  it  was  univerfally 
believed  in  Ruffia  that  his  death  had  been  haftened. 
However  this  may  be^MenzikofF  had*  taken  his  mea-, 
fures  To  effectually,  that  when  the  fenate  and  the 
nobles  were  aflembled  to  tranfmit  the  crown  tq  him 
who  was  the  legitimate  heir  of  it,  the  fon  of  the  un- 
fortunate Alexis,  he  obliged  them  to  acknowledge 
Catharine  I.  as  the  fovereign  of  all  the  Ruffias. 

A.  ».  17'25.  The  firft  days  of  the  reign  of  Catha- 
rine I.  were  agreeable  to  th^  people,  becaufe  (he  di- 
minified  taxes,  and  becaufe  they  imagined  that  they 
faw  a  mild  government  fueceeding  to  the  extreme  fe- 
verity  of  the  Czar's  defpotifm.  MenzikofF  at  firft 
(hared  with  the  Emprefs  the  fupreme  power  which  he 
bad  acquired  for  her;  and  it  is  well  worthy  of  obfer- 
vation,  that  in  an  age,  with  juftice  ftyled  the  age  of 
illumination,  thefe  two  perfonages  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  moft  extenfive  empire  of  the  world,  could  nei- 
ther read  nor  write.  The  adroit  and  perfidious  Tol- ' 
floi  dire<9ed  almoft  ^11  the  affairs  or  the  ^Ruffian 
cabinet. 

But  Catharine  who,  during  the  life  of  Peter  I.  had 
difplayed  fo  much  activity,  courage,  and  ardor  for 
great  enterprizes,  very  foon  difdained  all  bufinefs,  and 
abandoned  herfelf  entirely  to  luxury  and  pleafure. 
S1tN5  affiimed  two  fV  favorites  at  once,  one  of  whom 
was  the  young  PSfee  Sapieha,  a  Polonefe,  and  the 
other  a  Livonian  gentleman,  named  Loewenwolden. 
Thefe  two  rivals  made  it  their  ftudy  to  pleafe  her 
equally,  and  received  in  their  turns  proofs  of  her 
tendernels,  without  permitting  jcaloufy  to  interrupt 
their  happinefs. 

•  It  Was  at  this  time,  that  all  at  once  a  bfother  of 
Catharine's  arrived  at  Peterfbitrgh,  whom  fhe  caufed 
to  take  the  name  of  Count  Skawronlky.  .He  brought 

with 
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with  bitn  his  wife  and  three  children  ;  and  what.made 
it  the  more  furprifing  was,  that  it  had  ifeen  always 
believed  that  the  Emprefs  did  not  know  one  of  her 
relations.. 

•  * 

This  princels  fulfilled  one  of  the  intentions  of  Pe- 
ter i.  in  marrying  the  princefs  Anne,  her  eldeft 
daughter,  to  the  Duke  of  Holftfein.  But  it  is  faid, 
that  as  fhe  knew  the  Duke  of  Holftcin  was  dot  likely 
to  have  any  heirs,,  ihe  carried  her  maternal  complai- 
fanoe  fo  far  as  to  counfel  her  daughter  to  confole 
'  herfelf  fov  the  cpldnefs  of  the  Duke  with  Colonel 
Bruhm^r^  a  young  Swede  attached  to  'this  prince ;  , 
and  it  appears  certain  that  Anne  followed  the  advice 
of  her  mother. 

.  The  Duke  of  Holficin  had  a^minifter  named  Baf^ 
fewitz,  an  intriguing  and  covetous  man,  who  incef- 
fantly  urged  his  maftcr  to  profit  by  his  alliance  with 
the  Emipjcft,  and  to  V^ke  pofieffion  of  part  of  the  au* 
thority*  '  Menzikoff,  who  perceived  this,  became  jea- 
lous of  the  Duke  of  Molftein,  which  very  foort  broke 
out  into  an  open  rupture.  The  Duke  of  Holftein 
and  his  minifier  were  not  the  fole  enemies  of  Menzi- 
kofF.  He  had  a  great  number  of  implacable  and  fc- 
cret  foes,  among  Whom  Vas  Oftermann,  the  moft  affi^ 
duous  of  his  fluttercrs.  ^ 

Oftermanq,  born' in  Weftphalia,  the  fon  pf  a  Lu- 
theran priefl,  had  gained  the  confidence  of  Peter  I. 
and  had  arrived  at  the  dignitys  of  Vice-c^iance^Ior  ; 
l)utalthopgh  he  had  bad  fufficient  time  to  accuftom 
himfelf  tq  Ruffian  manners,  he  could  riot  forgive 
jVlenzikoff  for  fpcaking  always  to  him  with^  a  con- 
temptuous haughtinefs,  and  forfrequently  threatening 
him  with  the  knout  and  Siberia.  Refdved  to  avenge 
himfelf,  he  faw  that  the  only  m^ans  of  ruining  the 
favourite,  was  to  engage  him  to  hazard  fome  impru- 
dent ftep.  Upon  this  occafion,  he  addrefled  himfelf  to 
Count  Rabutin,  minifier  of  the  court  pf  Vienna,  and 
told  him,  that  if  he  would  feoond  his  views,  he  would 
ijndcrtf^ke '  to  place  the  you  lig  Grand-duke,  fon  of 
i     '    '       '  E  3  Alexis, 
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AleniS',  and  nephew  of  the  Emperor  of  Grertnanjr, 
iapon  the  throne,  as  k  w^s  only  neceflary  .to  gairh  pver 
Men^ikeiT,  by  promifmg  to  marry  one  of  his  daugh- 
ters to  the  Graind-duke.  Atiftrian  ,pride  feemed  for 
a  \f  hife  to  hefitate  t  but  to  what  will  not  thfc  pride  of 
the  ambitious  ftoop  ? 

Eknbddetied  by  the  coricurrence  of  the  court  of 
Vienna,  'Oftermann  flew  to  Merixikoffi'  and  advifed 
him  to  canfe  the  young  Grand-duke  to  be  declared 
the- heir  of  the  empire,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Duke 
of  Holftein's  afcending  the  throne,  upon  the  death 
of  thej  Czarina.  He  at  the  fame  time  flattered  the 
favourite 'with  the  profpedl  of  marrying  his  daughter 
to  the  GrAnd-duke,  and  aflTured  him  that  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria  would  confent  to  this  alh'ance.  Ambi- 
tion and  hatred  eonfpired  to  miflead  MenzikofF. 
Oftermann  perfuadefl  him  to  do  every  thing  he  de- 
filed* Upon  this,  the  favourite  availed  himfelf  of  the 
long  afcendancy  which  he  had  gained  over  the  mind 
.  of  the  Emprefs,  and  of  the  fear  with  which  he  in- 
spired her,  to  prompt  her  to  declare,  to  the  detriment 
of  her  own  children,  the  Grand-duke  heir  of  the 
throne. 

As  foon  as  the  courtiers,  who  had  reafbn  to  dread 
the  vengeance  of  the  fon  of  Alexis,  were  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  fefolution  of  the  Czarina,  they 
united  themfelves  with  the  Duke  of  Holftein  to  pre- 
vent its  effects.  The  heads  of  this  party  were  Tdlftoi, 
Boutourlin,  and  the  Count  de  Vier,  "a  Portuguefc  ad- 
Venturer,  become  minifler  of  the  police  in  Ruflia, 
and  brother-in-law  of  Menzikoff,  in  fplte  of  Menzi- 
koflP  himfelf. 

Tolftoi  had  the  boldnefs  to  reprefent  to  Catharine 
the  danger  which  fhe  was  incurring  for  herfelf  and 
her  children,  by  nominating  the  Grand-duke  for  her 
fucceflbr,  and  permitting  him  to  efpoufe  the  daugh- 
ter of  Menzikoff\  He  did  more  ;  he  counfelled  her 
to  difgrace  the  favourite.  Catharine  hefitated,  pro- 
mifed  nothing,  and  obferved  filenc^  to  MenzikoflF 

refpedling 
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rQfpefling  what  Tolftoi  had  faidte.her.  Howeyer^ 
Menzik(^,  faithfully  ferved  by  bis  .fpiQ%  learnt^  nptj 
only  what  had  pa^d  with  the  Czarmay  but  alio  th^ 
plots  .whlcti  vvere  going  forward  in  the  fecret  ijQter-. 
views  Tolfto*/  had  with  the  Duke  of  Holflein,  at  the 
haufe  of  a  Piedmontefe,  named  the  Coujit  SaatK 

A  few  days  after  tlie  ftep  which  Tolftoi  had  t^ken^ 
Catharine  being  ill,  and  having  ordered  Mepzikoflr 
to  be  fummoqed  to  her  bed-fide,  informed  hirri  ia 
the  prefence  of  the  Datchefs  of  Holftein,  her  eldefti 
daughter,  it  was  her  defire  that^  this  princcfs  (houW- 
fucceed  her.;  and  (he  conjured  him  in  the  name 
Qf  their  ancient  friend fljip  to  exprcfs  towards  her 
daughter  the  fame  zeal  whiclv  he  had  always  fHewn 
for  herfelf.  MenzikofF  made  a  vow  to  this  effedl; 
but,  on  quitting  the  Czarina,  he  went  in  fearch 
of  Rabutin  and  Oftermann,  and,  excited  by  their 
cpunfels,  rcfolvfd  to  proceed  in  a  manner  totally  dif- 
fereet 'from  what  he'  had  juft  promifed.  There  was 
no  time  to  be  loft.  The  phyfician  of  Catharine  had 
affured  IVJeuzikofF  that  (he  had  but  two  days  more 
to  live. 

Amotion  had  at  that-  time  conducted  to  Peterf-- 
burgh  the  young  prince  of  Holftein-Eutin,  vvhq 
bad  a  defire  to^efpoufe  the  Princefs  Elizabeth  ;  an^ 
love,  jn  concert  with  ambition,  had  fecured  to  him.  . 
the  heart  of  this  princefs.  But  t  know  not  by  wba(t 
%  policy  their  union  was  oppofed.  It  has  been  thought 
it  was  dangerous  to  the  fafety  of  Ruffia,  that  the 
two  daufifhters  of  the  Czar  fhould  be  married  in  Ger- 
many.  Menzikoff  knew  hgw  to  turn  to  account  thefts 

"    obfiacles,  and  the  paflion  of  Elizabeth  for  the  Prince 
of  Holfiein-Eutin.     The  Czarina,  who,  as  I  have.aU 
ready  obferved,  could  not  write,  made  ufe  of  thehanti  - 
of  the  Princefs  Elizabeth  for  thofe  difpatches  which 
required  her  fignature;  Menzikoff  went  to  this  yoUng 

,  princefs,  and  protefted  to  her  upon  the  faith  of  hi« 
oath,  that  flie  (hould  fee  the  obflaclcs  which  retarded 
her  marriage^oinmediatcly  vai^ilh,  if  (he  wqpld  figu 

JE4  the 
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the  order  to*arreft  Tolftoi  and  his  accomplices^  E&za- 
beth  figticd  it;  and  iti  lefs than  an  hour,  ToHloi,  Boii- 
tourlin,  the  Porliiguefe  Vier,  the  Fiedmontefe  Santi, 
and  feveral  of  their  plartifans,  were  (hut  up  in  the 
fortrefs  of  Peterfburgh.     ' 

M^nzikofl^  Oftermann,  RaButin,  and  Baflewitas, 
paflcd  afterwards  a  part  of  the  night  in  fabricating  a 
will,  in  which  Catharine  I.  named  for  her  fucceflbr 
the  young  Grand-duke.  This  princefs  died  the  fame 
night.  The  will  made  in  her  name,  and  of  which, 
•;Arithout  doubt,  (he  had  not  the  leaft  knowledge,,  was 
prcfented  to  the  fenate,  and  the  Grand-duke  was 
proclaimed  Emperor  of  Ruffia  under  the  title  of. 
Peter  11. 

A.  p.  1.727.  Peter  11.  afcended  the  throne  at  the 
age  of  thirteen.  His  youth  did  not  permit  him  to 
afliime  the  reins  of  government.  MenzikofF  took 
upon  himfelf  to  govern  for  him  ;  and,  that-  none  of 
the  courtiers  might  approach  him  but  thofe  in  whom 
he  himfelf  placed  fome  confidence,  he'  paufed  him  to 
be  lodged  in  his  own  palace.  The  cbuncil  oi^ regency, 
named  bj^  the  will  of  Catharine  J.  aflembled  but  once. 
The  Duke  andDljtchefs  of  Holftein  were  obliged  to 
retire  to  Kiel,  the  capital  of  their  dutchy.  Menzi* 
kofF  afterwards  affianced  his  daughter  to  Peter  II, 
and  the  Count  Rabutin  figned  the  contradl  in  the 
nafme  of  the  Emperor  Charles  VI. 

But  the  good  fortune  of  MenzikofF  had  come  to 
its  termination.  Whilft  the  whole  empire  was  groan- 
ing under  the  weight  of  his  defpotifm,  the  young* 
Osar  began  to  grow  difpleafed  with  his  infolent  tutor. 
VOftermann  was  jpne  of  the  firft  to  perceive  this ;  and 
Jiavinjp  communicated  bis  obfervations  to  Chancellor 
GolofFkin,  and  to  the  princes  Galitzin  and  Dolgo- 
TOuky^  be  engaged  the  firft  to  take  advantage  of 
an  excurfion  into  the  country,  tb  perfuade  the 
Czar  to  throw  ofF  the  tyranny  of  MenzikofF.  The 
Cftfar  was  already  fufHciently  difpofed  to  do  fo.  Men- 
f  ikoff  who^  in  the  morning,  bad  quitted  Peterf- 

^  .   bur^h 
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burgh  the  Sovereign  lord  of  Ruffia,  rc-cntercd  thiit 
city,  in  the  evening,  only  to  behold  himfelf  loaded 
with  irons,,  and  exiled  into  Siberia.  Thi?  blow  vva» 
terrible,  but  he  met  it  with  courage.  The  moment 
of  his  djfgrace  was  the  only  one  in  which  he  (hewed 
himfelf  worthy  of  the  tlation  which  he  had  occqpjed. 
He  afforded  a  ftriking  proof,  lifce  many  others,  th^t 

.  it  is  more  eafy  to  fupport  the  frowns  of  fortune  than 
her  favours.         < 

The  Dolgotoukics  very  foon  fucceeded.  Menzikoff , 
with  the  Cz?jr,  and  la-id  a  plan  to  make  him  marry  a 
princefs  of  their  family.  ^  It  did  not  feen)  very  cafy  to 
execute  this  projedl,  as  Peter  11.  had  a  great  affedtiou 

'  for. his^ aunt  Elizabeth,  who,  although  captivated  with 
another  lover,  received  with  great  complaifance  the 
homage  of  the  young  fovereigm  i  Ivan  Dolgorouky 
made  the  young  Czar  alter  his  fentiments,  by  inforra-7 
ing  him  that  the  Princefs  Elizabeth  carried  on  an 
amorous  intrigue  with  a  foldier,  of  the  Preobraginlky 
guards.  A  ihort  time  gfter  the  Czar  fell  in  love 
with  Catharine  Dolgorouky,  and  betrothed  himfelf  tp 
her,  but  had  not  time  to  confuramate  his  marriage. 
The  day  before 'he  was  to  have  received  llhe  nuptial 
benedidion,  he  was  attacked  with  the  fmall-pox,  and 
fell  a  vi(5lim  to  it.    a.  d,  1730. 

Hardly  were  the  eyes  of  Peter  11.  clofed,  when 
the  fenate,  the  minifters,  the  nobles,  and  the  depu- 
ties of  the  people  of  Mofcow,  aflembled  in  the  Krem* 
lin;  and,  in  confequenceof  the  infinuationsofOfter- 
mann,  elected  as  fovereign  the  Dutchefs  of  Courland, 
fecond  daughter  of  the  Czar  Ivan,  and  niece  of 
Peter  I.     There  were  no  guefiions  ftarted  refpecftiiig 

the  ion  of  the  Dutchefs  of  Holftein,  nor  of  the  Prin- 

■'   •  .  1, 

cefs  Elizabeth  his  aunt ;-  or  at  le^ft  they  were  only 
mentioned  to  rccal  to  mind,  that  being  the  ifllieofa 
double  adultery,  both  the  one  and  the  other.jpught  to 
be  for  ever  excluded  from  the  throne. 
•  The  Prince  Waflili-Lukowitz-Dolgorouky,  who 
had  been  the  favoured  lover  of  Anoe  Ivdnowna,  and 
^"    "    ^       '  who 
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^w4t«  withoat  doubt  hoped  to  become  fo  agjJin,  wasf 
d^rged  to-goaiad  inform  her  the  Ruffian^bad  juft 
made  choice  of  her  for  their  emprefs.  This  princefe, 
^ho  waS  then  at  Mittau,  fet  out  immediately  fat 
Moicotv.  She  wa«  followed  thither  a  (hort  time  after 
by  Biren,  whom,  they  had  made  her  promife  not  to 
allow  to  c6me  thither. 

Ann:e  no  more.recolle<9ed  the  promife  which  ih<B 
hiad  ma.de  to  keep  her  favourite  at  a  diftance,  than  the 
conditions  oh^'hich  ftie  had  accepted  the  empire,  and 
which  limited  her  power.  By  the^  counfels  of  Jia- 
goufchinfky  ^nd  of  Pritice  Troubetzko'i,  fhe  caufed 
herfelf  to  be  acknowledged  fovereign  of  all  the  Raf- 
fias. Howey€(r,  fhe  appeared  to  be  feated  on  the 
throne  merely  to  permit  herfelf  to  be  governed,  and 
Biren  governed  her  only  to  abandon  himfelf  to  alfthe 
fury  of  hatred.  The  Dolgorouky  family  became  his 
firft  victims*  Exiled  at  firft  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Tobolfk,  and  afterwards  recalled,  two  of  thefe  princes 
peri(hed  on  the  wheel,  two  were' quartered,  three, 
others  had  their  heads  cut  off,  arid  the  reft  of  this 
femily^  but  a  fhort  while  before  fo  high  in  power, 
wete  ftripped  of  every  thing  and  banifhed  far  from 
Mofcow.  A.lmoft  all  the  friends  of  thcDolgoroukieai 
fell  beneath  the  axe  of  the  executioner,  or  were  dragr 
ged  to  the  frozen  deferts  of  Siberia.  Biren  caufed 
to*perifh,  by  cruel  puniftiments,  more  than  eleven 
thoufarid  perfons,  and  exiled  twice  as  many.  We  are 
affured  that  the  Emprefs  frequently  implored  him  on 
her  knees  to  be  lefs  rigorous,  but  neither  the  prayers 
nor  the  tears  of  this  princefs  had  power  to  foften  him. 
In  a  wordj  the  ha-ughtinefs  and  the  implacable  cruelty 
of  Biren,  obliterated  the  haughtincfs  and  the  cruelty 
of  McnzikofF.  Motwithftanding,-  Anne  obliged  the 
Courlandcrs  to  name  for  their  fovereign,  her  barba- 
rous favourite  ;  and  at  the  very  moment  he  was  Ihed- 
ding  torrents  of  blood,  the  Ruffian  courtiers  and 
foreign  minifters,  were  laviihing  on  him  the  moft  cbn- 
temp'tible  flattery.    ^  . . 
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The  evils  Vhrch  were  defolating  the  interior  of 
Ruflia  did  not  pre>>ent  her  armies  from  extending^  her 
power  abroad.  They  placed  thp  Elector  of  Saxony, 
Auguftus  III/  upon  the  throne  of  Warfaw,  and  con- 
ftrained  Stanillaus  L^cziniky  to  renounce,  for  the 
fecbnd  time,  the  dangerous  preference  whieh  the  Vo^ 
landers  had  granted  him.  Commanded  by  the  cele- 
brated Marefchal  Munich,  they  fuccoured'  the  em- 
peror Charles  VI.  and  Vanqurfhed  the  Ottomans  and 
the  Tartars  of  the  Krimea.  It  was  then,  in  the  fchool 
of  Mpnrchand  of  vfdlory,  that  LcEwehdalh  formed 
himfeif/who  afterwards  entered  into  the  Fretich - fer* 
vice,  and  imitiortalifed  Jiis  name  by  the  capture  of 
Bergen-op-zo6m. 

A.  D.  1739.  A  (hort  time  after,  her  acceffion  to 
the  throne,  Anne  had  fummoned  to  court  her  niece, ' 
the  dattghter  of  the  Dutchefs  of  Mecklenburgh,  and, 
acknoVvledging  her  as  fucceflbr  to  the  throne,  had 
given  her  her  own  name;  and  married  her  to  Anthony- 
Ulrrc,  Duke  of  Brunfwick-Luneburgh.  From  this 
marriage  fprung  a  pHnce  named  Ivali,  who  was  pro-^' 
claimed  Grand-duke  of  Ruffia.  Some  months  after, 
Anne  was  attacked  by  the  malady  which  brought  her 
to  the  grave.  But,  before  her  death,  (he  was  made 
to  fign  a  will,  by  which,  excluding  the  Dutchefs  of 
Brunfwick  from  the  fucceflion,  fhe  left  the  throne  to 
Ivan,  and  the  regency  to  Biren.  '  The  crafty  Oftcr- 
mann,  who,  in  concert  with  the  favourite,  had  fabri- 
cated this  writing,  drew  up  at  the  fame  time  a  peti-, 
tion  in  the  name  of  the  divers  orders  of  the  ftate,  to 
entreat  Bircn  to  accept  the  office  of  regent,  which  his 
ambition  was  enjoying  in  advance ;  and  perhaps  the 
world  will  have  fome  difficulty  in  beiievlng,  that  not* 
withftanding  what  hasbeen  juft  related,  the  principal 
members  of  the  clergy,  the  nobles,  the  minifters,  the 
Ruffian  fenators,  werc.^aftardly  enough*  to  fign  thisr 
requclt.  t  * 

The   title  which    Bircn    had  juft  acquired   only 

icrved  to  increafe  his  baughtinefs  and  his  defpotifin, 

;  Far 
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Far  from  paying  any  refpe<5l  to  Duke  Anthony- Ulric 
•of  Brunfwick,  father  of  the  young  Czar,  he  obliged 
him  to  rcfign  all  his  offices.     He  difmilled  in  the 
iame  way  all  thofe  who  had  given  him  any  offence. 
He  gave  a  glimpfe  of  the  projedl  which  he  had  in 
view  of  tnaking  the  throne  pafs  into  hi§  own  family, 
by  marrying  his  fon  to  the  Princefs  Elizabeth^  and 
jiis  daughter  to  the  young 'Duke  of  Holftein.    Mu- 
nich, who  was  one  of  thofe  to  whom  Biren  owed  his 
elevation  id  the  regency,  was  difcontented  that  h^ 
did  not  fhare  the  authority. .   Upon  this;  he  deter* 
mined  to  reftore  to  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs  of  Brunf- 
wick the  rights  oPwhich  he  had  been  a  means  of 
depriving  them.     The  propofal,  which  he  was  not 
Jong  in  making  to  them,  was  accepted  with  tranfport. 
One  night  that  Munich  had  fupped  with  the  regent, 
and  for  fome  time  converfed  familiarly  with  him,  be 
rethed  and  paid  a  vifit  to  the  winter  palace,   which 
the  young  emperor  and  his-relations  occupied ;  and 
^fter  having  engaged  the  Dutchefs  of  Brurifwick  to 
gain  over  to.  her  party  the  officers,  and  the  hundred 
and  forty  foldiers  who  kept  guard  around  the  Czar, 
Be  returned  to  the  houfe  of  the  regent,  whom    he 
caufed  to  be  arrefled  by  a  detachment  of  twenty  meq, 
commanded  by  the  aid-de-  camp  Manftcin. 

The  two  brothers  of  the  regent,  Greneral  Bifmarck 
bis  brother-in-law,  and  Beflufcheff,  the  very  life  of 
bis  counfels,  -were  alfo  arretted.  Biren,  imprifoned  in 
Schluflelburgh,  only  remained  there  till  his  trial  was 
inftituted,  after  which  he  was  condudled  to  Siberia ; 
a  chaftifement  without  doubt  too  lenient  for  a  mon* 
fter  who,  during  nine  years,  hfid  every  day  multi- 
plied the  number  of  his  victims,  and  had  fpread 
terror  over  Ruffia  by  his  violence  and  rapacity. 

The  Dutchefs  of  Brunfwick  proclaimed  herfelf 
Grand-dutcbefs  and  regent,  and  named  Duke  An- 
thony-Ulric,  her  hulband,  generaliffimo  of  the  forces, 
Munich  received  the  place  of  prime-minifler.  But 
Oftcrmann,  who  was  a  fecret  enemy  ,of  Munich, 

very 
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very  Ibbn  raifed»a  cabal  againft  him,  and  gave  tbe  re- 
gent to  undqrftand  that  the  inarefchal  was  deficient 
in  that  knowledge  which  was  requifite  for  condiiiO:* 
iog  foreign. affiiirs',  and  even  for  the  interior  adn)inif- 
tratioa.  Thefe.two  departmeots  were  taken  from 
Munich,  lojprudent  ingratitude!  Munich  retired,, 
and  his  retreat  ^prepared  the  downfal  of  the  regent. 

One  of  the  moft  renaarkabie  events  during  the  re-» 
gency  of  tha^Cutchefs  of  Brunfwick  was  the  arrival 
of  an  an)baflador  of  Tham^s-Kouli-Khan  at  Mofcow, 
After  having  ufurped  the  throne  of  the  Sopbisi  and 
conquered  the  empire  oC  the  Mogul,  Than?as-KoulU 
Khan,wbO  had  heard  the*  beauty  of  the  princeft  J^lF^sa-t 
beth  highly  celebrated,  fent  to  demand  her  in  mar- 
riage, promifing  to  introduce  ;the  Greek  religion  into 
Perfia^ ,  His  ,ambaffador  was  :acconipanied  by  fixteea 
thoufand 'mpn^  and  twenty. pieces  of  cannop..  But 
this  corps  was  pcrfuaded  to  A.Ql^  in  the  neighbourhood 
.of  Kiflar,  upon  the  ifhores  of  the  Terek,  and  the  am* 
baflador  made  his  entrance  into  Mofcow  with  a  fuit  ^ 
of  ofvly' three?  thoufand  performs  on  horfeback^  He 
preftntpd  to  the,i*egent,  on  tfee  part  of  the  Schah, 
fourteen  elephants  and  a  gre^t  variety  of  precious 
*  itones,.  among  which  there  wore  fome  very  large  dia- 
monds. The  prefents  were  aiccepted,  and  the  pro- 
posals of  marriage  rejedled.. 

Before  the  death  of  the  Emprefs  Anne,  theDutcheft 
of  Brunfwick  had  conceived  a  violent  paffion  for 
Count  Lynar,  the  Saxon  tninifter  at  Peterfburgh. 
TheEmprefi,  who  was  informed  of  this,  entreated 
Augujftus  IIL  to  recal  Lynar,.  But,  as  foon  as  the 
dutchefs  came  to  the  regency,  Lynar  ^gain  made  bis 
appearance  in  RulBa.  Aflifted  by  Julia  de  Mengdcn,* 
her  favourite,  the  regent  abandoned  herfeif  entirely  to 
her  paffion  for;  Lynar^  and  negieded  the  moft  im^ 
portant  aifiiirs.  : .  Anthony-Ulr ic  perceived  the  mif- 
>condu<5t  of  his  wife  ;  he  reproached  her  with  iti  and 
very  foon  a  vioknt  rupture  enfued  .betvveen^  this- 
couple,  ...  ,,>^ 

\  :        ^  *  •  The.  ' 
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•^  The  IRBiBan  mmift^rs  did  not/agrde  wfth  each 
cfber  any  better  than  the  regent  and  her  huflbiifid. 
Oftcrmann  dreaded  GoteflPkio,  who  employed  his  en- 
deavours t^b  fliake  the  credit/  and  to  thwart  the  pro- 
jeds  of  Oftermann.  The  C^ar  Ivan,  ftill  in  his  cradle, 
fecjifned  t?o  be  forgotten  even  by  his  paretits.  What 
a  monfient  for  tbofe  ambitious  men  who  defired  a 
revohition!     They  did,  not  fail  to ^  take  advantage 

ofit.'-'  -■•••'•;       -    •      .    '. 

A.  D.  1741.  The  'wiS^k,  bigotted  and  voluptuous 
Elizabeth  was  not  at*  alt  calculated  to  form  a  conlpi- 
-racy  to  put  herfelf  In  pofleffion  of  the  inheritance  of 
PetdF  I.  hdf  father;  Abandoned  to  the  obfoure  in- 
trigues of  gallantry 5  or  rather  of  debaudhery^  her  only 
kappinefs  confided  in  thi^difgraceful  comm^erce.  But 
,  the  ambition  of  thofe  who  furroun,ded."her5  ilicceeded 
fo  far  a&  to  oblige  h€r  ib  leftd  her  name  to-  their  pro-i 
jefisv  A  fiirgeon,  of  FVencfc  extra<Sion;  named  Lef* 
toc>  -Undertook  to' place  her' upon  the  throne,  and 
inade  good  his  point.       '  • 

'  ERzabeth  had  cdhciliated  the  afFe(5tion  of  the  regi^- 
ments  of  guards,  becaufe  (be  usually  treated  them 
with  great  afFobility  and,  fftmiUarityt^tbife' however 
was  not  fufficicnt.  It  was  neceflary  to  employ  money 
in  order'  to  excite  them  to  revolt  and  to  proclaim  fecr 
emprefs.  Leftoc  made  application  to  La.Ghetardie, 
the  Frenehambafiadof;:  La 'Chetardie,  whofe  fole 
ambition  was  to  fee  a* ^ffti^fefsoti  the  throne  wb<l 
'w^ould  become  an  ally  of  Pranc(5  and  deprive  Maria-' 
iPherefa'Of  the  afliflatioe'  of  RiifEa,  /gave  to  Leftoc, 
<iot  only  all  the^money  for  which  he  h&d  occafion,  but 
advice  likewife^which  wa^'  equally  neceflsry  to  him. 
They  gained  over  at  .firft  thirty  of  the  'grenadiers  of 
thejPreobraginfky  regiment;  and  th^  execution  of  the 
projeft  was  fixed  for  the  feaft  of  the  bei^cdiiftion  of 
the  waters,  becaufe  on  tbat\day  the  troops 'are  accuf* 
tomed  to  aflemble  on  the  banks  of  the  Neva.  But 
tiieMndifcr^tion  ofvLeftod  did  not  permit  him  to 
wait  till  that  epoch.    This  petulant  confpirator  very 

foon 
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ftt^' difebvered  both  his  correfpondence  with  Lji 
Ghit^rdie,  and  the  fteps  he  had  taken  to  fecure  the 
ffUf^rds-""'"  "   '  ''.■•"■       ■  /■  ' 

This  regdtirt  got  mfdrmatibn  from  all  quarters  thrft 
conf^iracies  were  fdrrhingagainft  her  arid  againft  the 
emperor  her  fon.  Irtftead  of  keeping  a  watchful  eye 
over  the  authors  of  th^m-^  (he  eontentfed  herfelf  with 
ineritioning  the  -fubjeS  to  Elizabeth,  Who'  Aedcfi^ij^ 
tfears,  and  afluming  the  appearance  of  the  utitieft  in-' 
getiuoufnefs,  aflured  her  of  her  own  Innocence  and  of^ 
tfeatofLeftoc:  ^ 

8eafce3y  had-  Elizabeth  taken  I'eav^  when  Ofter^ 
manfi,  the  Marqa^s  6f  Botta,  minifter  from  the  coait 
of  Vienna,  and  Duke  Anthony-Ulric  feprefented  to 
the  r(^6ht  that  (he  was  ftandirig  on  thfe  brink  of  a^'pre- 
cipice^  and  that  fbe  had  not  a  irioftient  to  lofe  in 
onJer  to  avoid  it;  But  indolence  and  a  fort  of  fatality 
hurried  her  forward.  Duke  Anthony-Ulric  having 
itiforfe€kl  her  that  he  was  going  to  give  orders  to  arreft 
the  cdtifpirators :  ^*  By  ho  means/'  re|)lied  (he/^*^  Elf^ 
^*  :gabeth  fwears  that  (he  has  not  formed  any  confpi- 
/*  tacy,  and  her  tears  give  proof  that  (he  is^iicere.^ 
What  vouchers!  Had  the  recent  known '^her  fex  a 
little  bettei*,  fhe  would  havd  underftood  that  the  tears 
of  a  woman  are  not  always  a  teftimony  of  her  firi- 
ceriiy.  "■   ''  ' 

Leftoc  knowing  that  fulpicions  were  ,entertain68 
of  his  proje6t,  and  wifhing  to  haftenthe  execution  of 
it,  conveyed  tb  Elizabeth  a  card^  on  which  he  had  de- 
lineated the  portrait  oPthat  priiifcefi  with  the  imperial 
cfqwn,  and  upon  the  reverfe  (he  was  reprefented 
with  a  veil,  and  furrounded  with  wheels  and  gibbets, 
^*  Make  choice  ofttlie  one  or  of  the  otHer  "  madam''^ 
faid  he  to  her.  Prom  this  mon^jnt  the'irill|Wblution  6F 
Elizabeth  appeared  to  have  befcome  fi^ed.  ^^owever 
in  the  evening  Leftoc  and  the  Count  Woro«zofF  bad 
much  difficulty  to  drag  her  from  an  ima^  of  the 
Virgin,* biefore  whichihe  was  proftrated  on  her  knees, 
They  caufed  her  to  mount  a  carriage,  and  conduced 
-  '  N  her 
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her  at  filA  to, the  barracks  of ^the  Prfobragjnfl^y  ijegft 
mcnt,  where  the  thirty  foldiers  Cf(  her  party  were  emr 
ploying  their  exertions 'to  corrupt  their  comrades* 
Money  very  foon  gained  to  the  number  of  three,  hun- 
dred of  them,  who  took  the  Qat^b  of  fidelfty.  to  the 
princefs^  She  placed  horfelf  at  their  head  and  re- 
paired to  the  winter  palace. .  On  the  approach  of  thi^ 
troop,-  the  driim  being  juft  on  the  point  of  beating  the 
alarni,  Leftoc4:ook  a  knife  and  fplit  the  Head  of  it^ 
A  detach  met)  t  of  grcqadiers  was  ordered  to  carry  off 
the  regent  and  her  hufband,  ^nd  toxonvey  them  to 
$chluflelburgh..  Some  other  grenadiers  eptered  the 
aparl^m'ent  of  the  young  emperor,  whom  they  found 
afleep.  Innocence  and  the  charm?  of  infancy  .had 
fome  power  over  thefe  ferocious  men.  They  fur- 
rtutidedthecradl^oflvan  in  filence,  and  refpe6tfqlly 
waited  bis  awakening.  Wh^n  thej^  afterward^  Carried 
this  child  to  Elizabeth,  (he  took  him  in  her  arms  and 
carefled  him.  Afterwards  feeing  him  fmile,  at  the 
noife  of  the  acclamations  whidh  -  were  r^fonnding  at 
the  gates  of  the  palace,  (he  could  not  help  exclaim- 
ing :  "  Unfortunate  child  !  thou  knoweft  not,  alas  ! 
**  that  the  founds  which  thou  hcareft  are  the  cries  of 
**  joy  of  thofe  who  are  precipitating  thee  from  %h,Q 
"  throne."       . 

On  re-entering  ,her  palace,  Elizabeth  gave  orders 
to  arreft  Marefchal  Munich,  Oftermannj,  GolofiTcin, 
find  fome  officer^  attached  to  the  regency.  The  firft. 
were  afterwards  condemned  to  lofe  their, lives,  but 
the  emprefs  contented  herfelf  with  fending  them  into 

However,  as  foon  as  the  young  Gzar  Ivan,  his  mo- 
ther and  the  reft  of  bis  fa<mily  yere  imprifoned  in 
Schluflelbmgh,  the  fqp^te  and  the  nobles  were  con- 
voked, the  troops  aflembled,  and  Elizabeth  was  fo* 
lemnly  proclaimed  emprefs. 

This  princefs  did  not  overlook  thofe  who  had  given 
tfeir  affiftance  towards  a  revolution  fo  favourable  to 
hei#    She  laviftied  rewards  on  then^,  and  ennobled 

all 
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all  the  grenadiers  of  the  Prtobraginlky  regiment,  a 
dangerous  gentrofity  which  made  ^n  infolent  folr 
diery  undprftand  btit  too  well  the  advantages  which 
arife  from  prefuming  to  make  traffic  of  ai  throne, 
and  to  betray  the  rulers  whom  it  was  their  dutyto 
defend. 


BOOK  11. 

Account  of  the  firft  ^ ears  of  the  Reign  cf  Elizaheth---^ 

Charaatr  of  that  Frincefs  and  of  her  Favourites — She 

^nominates  for  heir  Succejfor  the  young  Duke  Charles 

Peter  tllric  of  Holjiein-Gottorpy  who  reigned^  after^ 

wards  under  the  Name  of  Peter  IIL— ^Marriage  of 

-  this  Prince  with  Sophia- Augufta  dAnhalt  Zerhft, 
who  affnmes  the  Name  of  Catharine  Alexiewna — The 
Chamberlain  Soltikoff  becomes  the  Favourite  of  this 
Princefs —Birth  of  Paul  Petr<mitz~PoniatowJky 

,  fucceeds  to  Soltikbff— Intrigues  of  Beftufcheff  and  his 

Exile—  Death  of  Elizabeth.  ' 

« 

A.  B.  ra^HE  prompt  fuccefs  of  the  laft  confplracics 
1742.  J^  of  which  I  have  prefented  a  iketch,  could 
not  but  be  produ6live  of  new  events.  The  Marquis 
de  Botta,  minifter  from  Vienna  faw,  with  mortifica- 
tion, France  bearing  away  from  Auftria  the  fdpport 
of  Ruffia,  and  formed  the  defign  of  bringing  about 
another  revolution,  to  reftore  to  his  court  .the  afceh- 
dancy  wJiich  it  had  juft  lofl;  It  was  not  a  difficult 
matter  for  hirn  to  find  abettors  in  a  country  where 
the  divers  pretenders  to  the  throne  have  always  a 
party  of  malecontents  ready  to  enlift  under  their 
banner. 

The  Marquis  de  Botta  made  application  at  firft  to 
Madame  Lapoukin,  who  was  looked  upon  as  the 
molt  beautiful  woman  of  her  age,  and  who  mourned 

-  ^  F  over 
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over  tfc^  fsxife  of  her  lover  Lewcenwplde.  Madame 
£/apouki«  had  the  addrefs  to.  perfuade  '  her  bufband 
to  enter  into  the  con  fpi  racy  with  her ;  and  they  very 
foon  reckoned  among  their  partifat^s,  the  chajnber-^ 
fain  Lilienfeld,  the  fifter  of  :^he  ^ce-cbaricellor  Go* 
lofFkin,  and  fome  other  perfons  of  confiderahle  im* 
portance.  The  departure  of  the  Marquis  de  Botta  for 
Berlin  did  not  abate  the  ardor  of  the  confpirators ;  on 
the  contrary  this  minirfer  had  the  art  of  infpiring  them 
with  frefh  animation,  by  afliiring  them  that  the  King 
of  Pruffia  delired  no  left  than  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
to  fee'  Elizabeth  precipitated  from  ,the  throne. 

However  the  confpirators  did  not  putt  one  projeA 
iato  execution,  becaufe  they  had  not  a  ppoper  leader 
^o  dire6l  them,  and  to  lirike  the  firft  blow.  They 
were  difcovered  ;  tbey  received  -the  knout,  had  their 
tongues  cut,  and  wisft  fent  to  indulgCunavailing  re- 
gret in  the  delists  of  Siberia. 
.  Maria-Therda  made  haile  to-declare  that  (he  had 
no  part  in  the  con^iracies  of  her  minift'er  Botta,  and 
in  order  to  prove  it,  ihe  recalled  him  from  Berlin^ 
and  had  the  policy  to  order  him  to  be  imprifoned  for 
fome  time  in  a  fortrefs.  The  Grand-chancellor*  of 
Ruffia  was  almbft  immediately  gained  over  aiid  re- 
conciled the  two  fovereigns,  but  Elizabeth  never  for- 
gave the  King  of  Pruffia  for  the  approbation  which 
it  is  faid  he  gave  to  the  confpiracy  of  Batta.  *        -  .^ 

Elizabeth  referobled  the  beautiful  Catharine  her 
mother,  and  was  Hill  more  beautiful.  She  poffefled 
a  tall  and  admirably  proportioned  figure,  and  althongh 
her  features  were  rather  large,  her  pbyfionomy  not- 
withftanding  had  a  fweetnefe  inexprdfible,  which  Ihc 
ftill  heightened  by  tlie  graces  oT  a  converfation  fre^ 
quently  lively  and-  almoll  conftantly  winning*  But 
if  (he  rivalled  her  mother  in  thofe  advantages  which 
lend  fo  great  a  charm  to  the  fociety  of  women,  if  (he 
(lLirpa(Jfed  her  in  her  unbounded  love  of  pleafure,  (he 
Was  far  from  poileding  like  her  that  greatnels  of  ibul 

which 
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whiph  jfive?  tp  tbpfc  who  ar^  p^i^tajcers.  of  it,  fii> 
jriiejfiftible  afq^<i4ncy  Over  alL  th^  furroiuaids  thetn^ 
Jaftea4  ^f  poflefliiTg  the  ^t  of  ruling  ovQr  others, 
Elizabeth  uniformly  allowed -herfelf  to  be  gpyprnedjr 
add  this  weafeq^fs  w^s  the  prim?iry  ;p^ufe  of  the  mif- 
fortunes  ofher  fuQceflbr. 

/In  ord<3r  the  better  to  live  above  the  reach  of  de- 
pij^dence,  Elizabeth  CQnfta,titly  r^fufcd.to  take  a  ,huf-f 
bsn^,  Witb  wfeoix)  ifce  m^&  h^ve  divided  the  empire  i 
byt  fhe  did  not  tbe  left  e^tp^rience  the  delights  .of 
Ipvcj^^nd  ej/ea  the  fweetnefs  of  maternal  affedlioq^ 
and  as  (he  added  to  her  other  wea,knefle8  that  ofb^cing 
^  devotee,  AklxistGregpricwitifcb  Ji^goumoffiky,  her 
matter  of  the  bftck-houpds,  found  means  to  perfuade 
her  to  give  him  her  hand  privatelj^.  The  Counts 
XarrakanqfF  and  their  fiftef  were  the  fruits  pf  thi3 
olandeftine  trtarriage-  MsLZvm^offiky  was  not  hojsy* 
^  ever  the  only  Jo^er  of  Eli|i$b«th  ;  fbp  b<Ki  pci^afiqn 
frequootly  to.  change  rh^  fajk^Ourite ;  but  unftithfa| 
in  her  pleaCures,  niad^canftant  in  beir  tendernel^,  (h^ 
always  prcfew:ed  toymnds  Raeo\)imofRky,  that  fpnti;* 
ment  which  h^d  induced  her  to  ^pfq^od  fo  low  as  tp 
him,  when  be.  was  only  ^  grenadier  in  a>rpgiment  ^ 
guards. 

To  her -inclination  for  vpliiptjjoufppft,  5li?abeth 
added  befides  a  fondnefs  for  good,  cheer,  and  after^ 
wards  abandoned  herfelf  to.  the  loVe  pf  wine.  Feafts^ 
ball?,  mafqueradeb,  the  iTioft.|>Rferiie  ^mufepaents  dU 
yerted  her  attentioafpom  ibuj&Hefs,  and  jftll^i^  upllK>(^ 
days  which  fhe  had  protnifed  .t0;^9)ph>)^  fq[r  ti^e  gop^ 
of  the  empire  ), 

Count  Ivan  Ivanowitz  SoboU'Walloff  was  qne  of  t^y 
favourites  qf  Eji^abetff,  but  h^'fliade  ^9  oth^r  iife  of  li\s 
-Xiredit  than  to  augment  his  riQbc»>  whicb  wer^  already 
immenfe,  and  he  left  to  bis  cQufin  Peter  Sobpu^valo^ff 
the  rage  for  intrigue.  The  artful  flatt;e?pr  q(  tbp 
Emprdfs,  Ivan  Scbouwaloff,  m^wor  fppke  to  her  j?i4 
of  humanity  and  glory.     He  extorted  frpm  her  Jby 

tim  method  Qudlds  dpnation§,  ^an.d  es  Aft^wjl  h^f 
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w!thth6  define  of  having  *  hiftory  6f  the  reign   df 
Peter  I.  written^  a  defife  which  he  Hkewife  found 
me^ns  to  turn  to  his  6^vn  profit,  by  attrading  the  . 
praifes  of  Voltaire.  .  *  ^ 

'  But  he  who,  without  being  the  lover  of  Elizabeth, 
pofleflfed,  during  a  long  tinrte,  the  greateft  afcend- 
ancy  over  her  mind;  was  the  Grand-chjinCellor  Alexis 
SeftufchefF-Riunr^in,  the  boldfeft  and  moft  ihtelligent 
tnan  in  all  Ruffia.  He  governed  at  once  the  Em- 
pfefs,  the  favourites,  the  minifl:ers.  -  He  regulated 
alone,  fo  to  fpeak,  all  the  exterior  as  ^ell  as  the  .in-* 
terior  of  the  empire. 

-  BeftufchefF  had  applied  hinjfdf  to  biifinefs  and  to 
intrigue  for  mord  than  forty  years.  After  having  ac- 
companied the  Ruffian  ambafl&dor  to  the  congrefi 
of  Utrecht,  he  had  perfe6lcd  himfelf  in  England,  in 
the  fchool  of  the  niinifters  of  George  L  On  his  re- 
turn to  Peterlburgh,  he  bad  been  named  mi rtifter  to 
the  court  of  Stockhdltn,  afterwards 'to' that  of  Co- 
penhagen. He  became  after  this  attached  to  Anna 
Ivanowna,  Dutchefs  of  Courland,  who,  t)n  afcending 
the  throne,  fent^hiim  to  Hamburgh,  in  quality  of 
envoy  extraordinai'y  to  the  circle  of  Lower  Saxony. 
Derated  to  the  ferocious  Biren,  he  waS  arretted  with 
him,  but  had  fufficient  Ikill  and  good  fortune  to 
efcape  {haritig  his  exile.  When  Elizabeth  fucceeded 
to  the  throne,  Leftoc  prefented  Beftulcheff  to  her, 
who,  fooh  afterwards, *;tevated  tOKthedignity  of  Grand- 
chajiccllor,  employ.ed  Ws  credit  to  rep^y  Leftoc  with 
ihe  blackeft  ingfatitade. 

BeftufchefF  was  not  only  jealous  of  the  favour  of 
Leftoc'  but  hated  in  him  the  friend  of  France. 
Q'he  departure  of  La  Chetardie  had  left  at  the  c6urt 
of  Peterft)urgh  an  extenfive  field  for  the  intrigues  of 
Auftria  and  of  England,  and- his  return  could  not 
arreft  their  efforts.  BeftufchefF  found  means  to  per- 
fuade  Elizabeth  that  thje  French  ambafllidor  was  re- 
turned only  to  raife  a  cabal  againft  her.  He  had 
the  infamous  audacity  .to  procure  the  aflaflination  of 

'   -  a  courier 
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a  courier  of  this  miniftc^r,  and  putting  himfelf  in  pbf- 
feffion  of  his  cyphered  difpatcjies,  which  he '  ihter-l' 
preted  ax:cof<]ing  to  his  ovi^a  fancy,  he  went  to  the 
Etpprefs  ^nd  prefented  them,  aiib ring  her  that  they- 
were  fiHed  with  calumnies  an4.dg.ogefous  plotSi-  Eli- 
zabeth believed  it,  and  gave  Orders  to  La  Chetardie 
to  withdravy  hiijifelf.  He  took  his  departure  imme- 
diately. Informed  of  the  aiiaffination  of  Jiis  courier, 
he  apprehended  that  a  fimilar  attack  might, be  made 
•  Upon  himfelf.  He  was  not  tniftaken.  Before  he 
reached  the  frontiers  of  Rqffia,  hewas  aflailed  by 
the  fatellites  of  BeftufchefF,  who  feveral" times  fired  at> 
him,  and  killed  a  fervant  behind  his  carriage. 

A,  d:  1742.  Some  time  after  Beftufcheff  fucceed-- 
ed  in  infpiriqg  the  Emprefs  with  fufpicions  of  Leftbc.^ 
The  unhappy  Leftoc  was  arrefted,  dripped  of  all  his- 
pofleffipns,  and  exiled  to  a  village  in  the  province  of- 
Archangel.  Thus,  the  two  men  who  had  contributed 
moft  to  raife Elizabeth  to  empire,  were,  upon  a  flight- 
fufpicion,  facrificed  by  her :  ^  melancholy  example; 
of  thofe  whareckqn  up6ri  the,gratitude  of  princes  ! 

However,  Elizabeth  wiflaing  to  extinguifh  in  the 
family  of  Anne  Ivanowna  the.  hopes,  of  re-afcending; 
the  throne,,  nominated  for  her  fucceflbr  Charlos- 
Peter-Ulric,  Ton  of  the  Duke  of  Holftein-Gottorp, 
and  of  Anne,  daughter  of  Peter  I. ;  and  having  in- 
vited him  to  Petcriburgh  in  1742^  made  him  abjure 
Lutheranifm  for  the  Greek  religion,  caufed  him  to 
take  the  name  of  Peter  Fedorowitz,  and  declared 
him  Grand-duke  of  Ruffia  and  hci-  prefumptive  heir. 
Thi§  Prince  wxis  then  only  fourteen  years  old.  ,  ^ 

The  very  day  following  th^t  on  which  Peter  was-  ^ 
declared  the  fucceflbr  of  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth,  three  , 
a.mbafladors  from  Sweden  arrived  at  Pcterlburgh  to 
announce  to  this  young  prince  that  the  fcnate  of 
Stockholm  had'chofen  him  to  fucceed  Frederick  I; 
who,  on  account  of  his  great  age,  was  no  longer 
capable  of  fwaying  the  fceptre.     Peter   havi»g  juft 
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devoted  hi«frfeJf  to  Ruflia,  did  not  think  himfelf  at 
Kberty  to  accept  the  eledion  of  the  Swedes ;  and  it 
jlp^eared  that  fortune  offered  to  him,  almoft  at  the 
ftxm  Jft(feftt,  two  crowns,  only  to  render  more  fatal 
to  him  that  vrtiich  he  preferred.  On  making  his  ac-* 
fcnowledgments  to  the  Swedifh  ambafladors,  this 
priricc  charged  them  to  requcft  the  Xenate  to  chufc 
fijt  kiitg'tbe  hi  (bop  of  Lu  bee,  Adolpbus-Frederick 
of  Holftein,  his  uncle,  who  wils  in  effe6l  elederf  at 
the  ^nd  of  fome  months-. 

A.  j&.  1745.  Three  years  afterwards  an  idea  wa» 
e&^ttt^Svitd  (^  marrying  the  Grand-duke  to  Sophia- 
Augufta  of  Anhait  Zerbft,  bis  coufin-german,  who 
^as  tiearly  a  year  Jounger  than  him,  and  who,  in 
embracing  the  Greek  ritual,  changed  her  name  to  Ca- 
tharine Alexriewna,  which  £he  has  rendered  fo  illuf* 
triotts* 

AH  Europe  \^as  deceived  refpe<S^ing  the  caufes  of 
this  alliance,  which  Was  attributed  folely  to  the  -mcr 
diatiOn  of  the  King^  of  ^Pruffia.  It  is  true  that  Fre- 
derick had  defired  it  •  but  without  a  motive  remote 
fforh  politics,  the  fplicitations  of  this  monarch  woiild 
have  produced  no  efFe^l. 

It  has  been  mentioned  in  the  preceding  book,  that 
long  before  (he  afcended  the  throne  of  the  Czars, 
Elizabeth  had  beett  engaged  to  the  young  Prince  of 
,   Holftein- Eutin,  brother  of  the  Princefs  of  Anhnlt-- 
Zerbft,  mother  of  Catharine,  and  that  at  the  very 
.  time  when  the  marriage  was  to  have  been  celebrated 
the  prince  fell  lick  and  died.     Elizabeth,  who  loved 
/him  to  excefs,  abandoned  herielf  to  the  deepeft  for- 
rew,  and  in  her  defpair  made  a  vow  of  renouncing 
ull  thoughts  of  marriage,  a  Solution  which,  as  I 
have  already  faid,  was  at  leaft  publicly  obferved:     If 
ever  fince  thflt  period  we  have  feen  Elizabeth  yield- 
ing to  the  paffion  with  which  feveral  of  her  courtiers 
and  foldiers  infpired  her,  ihe  did  not  the  lefs  preferve 
a  livcl)^  tendernefs  for  the  objedt  ofber  firft  affe<3ion. 

•  She 


She  rcn)dA*c<i  to  bis  memory  g^  fort  of  reKglou?  te- 
.QerattOD;,  and  ^  never  ipoke  of  him  without  ihe4diu|p 
tears.  ^  - 

The  Prineefs  of  Anb^lt-Zerbft, '  who  v^s  not  igno-^ 
rant  of  the  ten(ter  recolle6lion  which  Elizabeth  pro 
fenrcd  of  her  brothef,  reiblved  to  avail  bcrfelf  of  it^ 
ia  order  to  fcciire  a  throne  to  her  daughter. .  Her 
prc^edl  was  confided  to  the  King  of  Pr.ulfia,  wbo 
greatly  commended  it,  and  foon  afterwards  ^ave  it 
every  affiflance  in  his  power* 

The  Princefs»of  Zerbft   repaired  to  Peterfpurgh^ 
where  ESieabeth  gave  her  a  cordial  reception.     |ler 
daughter,  who  was  pretty,   and  attired  in '  all  tht^ 
graced  of  youth,  made  immediately  a  very  ftripng  im- 
prefiion  on  the  heart  of  the  young  Gratid-dtike  j  and  ^ 
as  he  bimfelf  was  then  very  well  made,  and  endowed 
with  ah  extremely  fine  perfon,  the  attachment  be- 
came, reciprocal,  and  was  very  foon  the  fubjetfl  of 
coiirt  converlation.     Elizabeth  bcrfelf  remarked  it^ 
aU^d  it  did  not  appear  to  difpleafe  her.     The  Princefs 
.  of  Zorbd,  who  watched  the  favourable  ftioment,  loft 
no  time,  flew  to  throw  herfelf  at  the  f^et  of  the  Em- 
pfeft,  depified  the  attachftient  of  thcfe  two  lovers  as 
an  mfttrpjpuntabie  paflion,  and  recalling  to  her  mind 
the  love  which  ibe  herfelf  had  for  the  Prince^^  of  HoU  ^ 
ftein  her  brother,  {be  conjured  her  t«^be  the  author 
rf  matrimonial  felieity  to  tW.  niece  of  ^is  pf  iijce  fo' 
deeply  regretted. 

Doubtlefs  there  was  up  need  of  all  this  in  order  to 
pcrTubdo  the  Empreft.  She  mingled  her  tears  with 
thoie  of  the  Princefs  of  Zerbft,  and  proiuiftd  ^ef, 
with  an  embrace,  tbat  her  daughter  (hould  be  GraiKil'^ 
dutchefs.  :  ^ 

The  next  day  the  choice  .of  Elizabeth  was  an#. 
iibunced  to  the  council  and  to  the  foreign  minifters* 
The  marriage  was  fixed  for  a  day  not  very  remote, 
and  the  preparatives  were  nmde  with -a  magpificeua^r 
worthy  of  the  heir  of  the  throne  of  the  Ruffias. 

F4  But 
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But  fortune^  which  lill  this  moment  had  appeared 
fo  favourable  to  the  Grand-duke,  began  to  frown 
upon  him,  and  Catharine  vyjis  threatened  with  the 
}ofe  of  her  lover  as  Elizabeth  had  loft  her's.  The 
Grand-duke  was  attacked  with  a  violent  fever,  and 
in  a  fhort  time  a  very  malignant  finall-pQx  declared^ 
itfelf.  •  This  prince  did  not,  nowever,  fall  a  vidlim  to 
this  cruel  malady,  but  he  retainied  frightful  traces,  of 
it.  •  The  metamorpbofis  was  terrible.  He  loft  the 
charms  of  his  countenance,  a.nd  became  deformed 
and  almoft  hideous* 

The* young  priijcefs  was  not  permitted  to  approach 
the  apartment  of  .the  Grand-duke.  Her  mother 
rendered  her  an  account  of  the  prbgrefs  of  this 
prince's  diforder.  Perceiving  how  much  he  was  al- 
tered, and  in  the  hopes  of  weakening  the  effect 
which  the  firft  fight  of  him  nlight  produce  upon  her 
daughter,  fhe  reprefented  him  as  one  of  the  u,glieft 
men  that  fhe  could  ppffibly  imagine,  and  recom- 
mended to  her- at  the  fame  time  to  conceal  the  drf^ 
guft  with  which  he  might  infpire  hen  The  young 
princefs  beheld  the  Grand- duke  on  his  re-appearance 
.  with .  a  fecret  horror.  ,She  contrived  however  to 
reftrain  herfelf;  and  running  to  the  prince,  em- 
braced him  with  every  appearance  of  joy.  On  r6- 
turning,  however,  to  her  apartment,  (he  became  fen- 
fible  of  the  whole  extent  of  her  misfortune,  fell  into 
a,fwoon,  and  was  three  hours  before  fhe  recovered 
the  ufe  of  her  fenfes. 

The  chagrin  which  the  young  princefs  had  jufk 
fufFered,  did  pot  fuggeft  any  pretext  for  deferring 
her  marriage  with  the  Grand-duke.  The  Eraprefe 
looked  forward  to  this  alliance  with  pleafure,  the 
Princefs  pf  Zerbft  paliionately  delired  it,  and  the 
counfels  gf  ambition,  already  more  powerful  over  the 
heart  of  Catharine  than  the  wifbes  of 'her  mother 
and  thofe  of  tjbe  Emprefs,  did  not  p^mit  her  to  be- 
fitate.  •  ' 

ThQ 
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.  The :  marriage  was  ^accordingly  celebrated. ;  l)ut 
notwithfianding  the  attachpicnt  which  had  manifeft- 
ed  ilfelf  between  the  Grand-duke  and  the  Princefe 
from,  the  firft  moment  that  they  niet,  nature  had 
not  dcitiqed  them  to  love  each  other  long,  and  the 
alteration  which  had  taken  place  in  the  features  of  the 
prince  was  not  the  only  caufe  of  the  indifFerenee  of 

%his  youthful  bride.  Peter  had  a  defe6l  which,  although 
eafy  to  pempve,  Teemed  fo  much  the'  more  cruel: 
the  violence  of  his  (lotre,  his  reiterated  efforts,  could 
not  accgmplifh  the  confummation  of  his  marriage., 
If  the  Prince  had  confided  his  fecret;to  fome  one  who 
poflefled  a  little  experience,  the  obftacle  which  op- 
pofed  itfelf  to  his  defires  might  have  been  overcome. 
The  loweft  of  the  difciples  of  Mofes,  or.  the  mod  in- 
fignificant  furgeon,  could  have  freed  him  from  it. 

.  But  fuch  was  the  -ihame  with  which  this  rtiisfortune 
overwbeUned  him  that  be  had  not  even  the  courage 
to  reveal  it;  and  the  Princeft,  who  received  his  ca- 
reffes  with  the.  utmoft  repugnance,  ai>d  who  was  not 
gt  that  time  m6re  experienced  than  himfelf,  neither 
thought  of  confolLi^ghira,  nor  of  making  him  employ 
the  means -to  bring  him  baclc  to  her  arms.  Nevcr- 
thclefs  they  lived  for  fome  tinie  in  apparently  good 
underft^nding^  which  Catharine  prolonged  as  rhuch 
as  (hethought  it  was  neeeiiary. 

This  Prlncefs,  educated  not  far  from  the  court  of 
the  great  Frederick^  where  every  thing  breathed  the 
love  of  the  fciences  and  of  the  finjc  arts,  joitied  to 
beauty  and  to  the  fuperior  underftanding  which  fhe 
had  received  from  nature,  extenfive  knowledge,  and 
the  facility  of  e^preffing  herfelf  with  elegance  in  fe- 
veraManguages.  . . 

(.Peter  likewife  poflefled  .fenfe,  but  his  education 
had  been  dreadfully  negle<fted.  He  bad  an  excellent 
h.^rt,  bqt  was  deficient  inpolitenefs.  .  He  was  of  a 
very  good  fl:ature,  but.  ugly  and  almoft  deformed. 
He  frequently  blufhed  at  the  fuperiority  of  his  wife, 
and  bis  Wife  blpfliQd  tQ  behpld  hiip  fo  little  woistby: 
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of  her ;  in  a  word,  be  did  not  -know  bow  to  imke 
her  happy.-  From  tbence  arofe  that  rrHitual  hatred 
which  the  courtiers  were  not  flow  in  difGOvering,  add 
which  increafed  lb  rapidly  J) 

By  an  unaccountable  caprice,  Elizabeth  feemed 
to  apprehend  that  her  nq)hew  was  too  well  inflrudt- 
cd,  and  that  be  rendered  himfelf  too  much  the  ob* 
je<5l  of  popular  approbation.  From  the  moment  that  ♦ 
Ihe  had  chofen  him  for  her  fucceflor  (he  regarded  him 
as  a  rival.  This  perhaps  was  the  reafon  that  (he  de- 
prived him  of  Colonel  Bruhmer,  who  had  laid  the 
foundation  of  his  education  in  Hplfiein,  and  that 
flie  placed  TfchoglokofF  about  him,  one  of  the  moft 
harrow  minded  men  in  Ruilia.  In  vain  did  fome 
virtuous  men,  for  fuch  were  to  be  found  even  at  the 
court  of  Peterfburgh ;  in  vain  did  fome  eftimable 
women,  for  there  were  fome  even  about  ElisSabeth  ; 
in  vain,  I  fay,  did  thofe  perfons,  afflicted  at  behold- 
ing the  ignorance,  andithe  fpecies  of  derelidlion  ift 
which  the  young  Peter  was  permitted  to  remain,  at- 
tempt to  make  his  aunt  fenfible  of  the^  danger  of 
it^  the  Pmprefs  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  their  I'eprefenta- 
tion&,  and  fometimes  repulfed  them  with  feverity. 

We  may  quote,  among  other  exan)ples,  that  of  a 
lady  of  the  bed-chamber,  named  Johanna,  who  had 
the  courage  to  aik  thisPrincefs,  why  Ihe  excluded  the 
Grand-duke  from  all  the  deliberations  of  conncU. 
"  If  you  do  not  permit  him  to  learn  any  thing  which 
*'  he  ought  to  know  in  order  to  govern,'*  added  (he, 
*'  what  do  you  wifh  that  he  fhould  become';  and  what 
^'  ido  you'*'mean  fhould  become  of  the  empire  ?'*  Eli- 
^beth  looking  on.  her  with  anger,  made  no  other  re- 
ply than  this :  "  Johanna,  doft  thou  know  where 
^* 'Siberia  is  ?*'  Keverthelefs  the  generous  Johanna's 
apprehenfion  was  her  only  punifhment,  and  (he  was 
cautious  not  to  make  .any.  farther  remonftrances  to 
her  miftrefs. 

But  if  fome  voices  had  prefumed  to  elevate  them-^ 
fe^ves  in  favour  of  Peter,  there  were  naany  others 

which 
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which  made  themfelves  heard  agiiinft  him.^  Thft 
courtiers  had  beheld  his  arrival  with  a  jealous  e^e^^ 
nn^  cohfidered  him*as  si  man  who  would  of  neceffity 
it  le^ft  divide  with  them,  If  not  beteare  them  en- 
tirely of,  the  power  -which  they  enjoyed.  Among 
thofc  tfbo  fought  the  moft  to  injure  him,  may  bd 
reckoned  the  Qrand-chancellor  Bfeftufcheff.  From 
the  commencement  of  the  marriage  of  the  Grand- 
duke-  he  refolved  to. exclude  this  Prince  from  the 
throne  5  and,  however  daring,  however  dangerous 
this  projedl  might  appear,  he  was  occupied  inceflantly 
in  contriving  the  means  of  infuring  its  fuccefs.  His 
provident  genius  did  not  indeed  flatter  him  with  th« 
profpe6l  of  feeing  Peter  completdy  difinherited  ;  but 
he  wifhed  at  leaft  to  have  him  exiled  to  the  employ- 
ments  of  a  mHitary  life,  and  to  place  Catharine  at  the 
head  of  affairs. 

As  foon  as  the  plpn  of  BeftufchcfFwas  well  digeft*-^ 
cd,  hief  communicated  it  to  feveral  other  courtiers 
whom  he  knew  to  be  filled  with  that  hatred  Which 
Jinimglt^   himfelf.     There  were  even  worn eirt  who- 
joined  in  this  confpiracy,  and  thefc  were  not  the  leaft* 
ufeful  rn  forwarding  the  dcfigns  of  the  chancellor. 
This  tiiinifter  cohducfted  his:  intrigue  with  tfed  utrtloft' 
addrds.     He  every  day  Wrote  inftrudit)ns,  which  he 
gave  to  the  perfons  of  his  paj-ty,  on  little  fcraps  of 
paper,  and  conceived  'in  terms  which  no  one  coul4 
underftand  but  themfelves.     He  afterwards  enclofed 
thefe  papers  in  a  box  with  a  double  bottorn,  afid  u^* 
der  the  appearance  of  prefenting  fnufF,  he  diftributed 
them  according  to  his  defigns.     By  this  method  hi* 
confidants  knew  what  they  had  to  do  or  fay  through 
the  day.     Their  principal  employment  w^  to  cri- 
minate the  Grand-duke  in  the  eyes  of  EliCTbeth.- 
They  e?Xaggerated  his  flighteft  faults,  they  aggravated 
Ills  moft  trivial  failings,  they  imputed  vices  to  hitii 
of  which    he  was  not  yet  guilty,    and  which  they- 
\*ifhed  him  to  contraft.     They  even  tvisnt  fo  fer  ad 
to  raife  an  apprehenjEion  in  the  Empl-efs^  that  her 

nephew 
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nephew  would  becoiiie   dangerous  to  her  govern^ 
mcnt. 

The  weak  Elizabeth  was  but  too  ready  to  lend  an 
eartothofe  perfidious  infinuations.  Naturally  timid 
and  fufpicious,  (he  concluded  by  feeling  aii  abhor- 
rence for  him  whom  Ihe  had  no  occafion  to  miftruft 
for  a  fingle  moment. 

But  what  then  was  the  reafon  of  the  condutft  of  the 
ambitious  BeftufcheiF?  Penetrating  and  crafty,  this 
ipioifter  very  quickly  difcovered  in  the  Grand-duke 
afeeblenefs  of  charader.  He  had,;  doubtlefs,  equally 
obferved,  that  the  Grand-dutchefs  was  exa<Slly  the 
oppofite  of  her  hufband^  Ought  he  not  then  to  ha^e 
hoped,  that  (hould  they  afcend  the  throtie,  it  would 
be  more  cafy  for  him  to  govern  the  Prince  than  the 
Princefs  ?  No,  he  did  not  flatter  himfelf  with  this, 
for  he  knew  that  Peter  was  informed  of  what  he  bad 
done  againft  his  inlereft  in  Holftein, 

On  paffing  through  Kiel,  at  the  time  of  his  tn.iA. 
lion  to  Hamburgh,  BeftufchefF  had  the  audacity  and      0 
the  Ikill  to  carry  off  fiom  the  archives  of  the  Dukes  of 
Holftein,  the  will  of  the  Emprefs  Catharine  I.  and  the 
original  a6ls  relative  to  the  cpnne6tioi>s  of  thefe  dukes 
with  the  court  of  Peterlburgh,  and  to  the  claims  of 
the  children  of  Ann  Pefrowna  to  the  inheritance  of 
the  throne  of  Ruffia.  Guilty  of  fo  flagrant  an  oflTence, 
BeftufchefF  did  not  imagine  that  Peter  could^var  for- 
get it,  and  he  wifhed  to  deprive  him  qf  the  power  of 
punifliment- 

'  BeftufchefF  likewife  reflected,  that  Peter  muft  be 
irritated  againft  him  for  fupporting  the  boufe  of  Auf-  • 
tria  with  Elizabeth,  to  the  prejudice  of'  the  King  of 
Pruffia,  to  whom  this  young  Prince  paid  a  fpecies  of 
idolatry. 

The  Grand-chanceMor  had  found  means  to  gain 
over  to  his  party  ahpoft  all  tbofe  for  whom  Peter  had 
any  afFedtion  ;  and  thofe  poltroons  furrounded  the 
prince  only  as  fpies^iand  in  order  to  injure  him.     Iq     . 
this  number   was  Kyrille;Ra2;oumoiFsky,  who  hac^ 

made 
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Inade  one  of  thofe  fortunes  whtcli  fire  regjlrded  as 
prodigies  in  pther  countries,  but  which  arc  very  com- 
mOn  in  Ruffia.  -Kyrille  was  a  young  peafant,  who,  as 
Ibori  as  he  was  informed  of  the  favour  which  the  mat- 
ter of  the  buck-hounds,  his  brother,  enjoyed  with 
the  Etriprefs,  departed  from  the  Ukraine,  his  native 
country,  and  arrived  with  his  guitar  at  Peiterfburgb* 
From  thence,  he  was  immediately  fent  toBierlin,  and 
placed  as  a  boarder  for  fome  time  at  thehoufe  of  the 
celebrated  Euler,  whom  he  afterwards  had  the  merit 
of  attrafting  into  Ruffia,  Very  foon^  after  his  return 
from  Pruffia,  Kyrille  was  created  count,  commandant 
of  the  IfmailofF  guards,  hetman  of  the  kofacs  of  the 
Ukraine,  and  even  prefident  of  the  academy  of  arts 
and  fciences.  Although  of  vulgar  extrailion,  and  with 
an  education  long  negl^<5ted,  Kyrille  Razoumofisky  ^ 
eafily  infirtuated  himfelf  into- the  good  graces  of  the 
Grand-duke;  and  though  newly  arrived  at- court,  he 
betrayed  the  Prince  with  an  effrontery  and  a  bafenefs 
worthy  of  an  ancient  courtier. 

To  the  defife  of  aiding  the  defigns  of  the  Grand- 
chanc^lor,  very  foon  were  fuperadd^d  in  the  heart 
of  Kyrille  RazoumofFsky,  motives  of  a  perfonal  ven* 
geance.  In  proportion  as  his  dignities  increafed,  he 
foffered  with  impatiencie  the  witticifms  of  the  Grand- 
duke,  who,  tafay  truthj  in  the  orgies  to  which  Kyrille 
himfelf  excited  him,  fometimes  rccalledto  his  mind 
too  openly,'  too  rucjely,  his  birth,  his  guitar,  and  the 
,    fervile  occupations  of  his  early  youth.  • 

•  The  Grand-duke  had  another  favourite  who  did 
not  betray  hifti,  but  who,  unfortunately,  was  neither 
endowed  with  fufRoient .  foi'elight,  nor  fufHoient  ajd- 
ilrefs  to  prevent  his  being  betrayed  ;  this  was  his 
aidt-de-carop  general,  Goudowitz.  Born  in  the  Uk- 
raine, Goudowitz  wifhed,  to  become'  hetman  of  it, 
end  Peter  was  favourable  to  this  pretenfion,  even  in 

.the- face  of  Kyrille  Rnzon:noffsky.     Frorh  .this  mo*^ 
ment^  Kyrille  fwore  in  his.  heart  an  implacable  hatred  . 
to  the  Prince.    •   .        •   -  .^     .., 

•  '-'tJ .  .  He 
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He  oflfere^  to  the  Gr&n4-Ghanodlor  a  country-^ 
I^oufe,  which  be  poflfeflecj  qe^r  Kameaoi-Nofs,  tha$ 
tfe^y  mi^t  tbetpe  deliterate  more  at  thpir  ea/fe  on  tb« 
fTOje&  of  ruioing  the  Grand-duke,  and  it  was  tbar$ 

,  that  all  tbofe  perfidious  councils  were  fince  held,  at 
J  the  head  of  which,  at  that  time,  were  Beftufch^ff^ 
Kyrille,  ^nd  afterwards  SohoawalofFj  the  young 
Frkicefs  D'Afohkoff,  and  Maria  Sem^uowoa  Tfebo- 
gjlokofF,  maid  of  honour  to  the  Emprefs,  and  one  of 
her  moft  dangerous  confidantes.  The  ;con<|)irator» 
concerted  together  refpe<!5iiig  more  perfpns,  who,  in 
their  judgment,  pight  be  ufeful  aflbciate^*  They  gav* 
rautwaliy  an  account  of  the  engines  already  played 
offi  prepared  new  ones,  and,  finally,  adopted  the 
"ipeafiires  the  beft  calculated  to  deprive, the  laft  de-r 
fc^ndant  of  Eetcr  I.  of  the  throne, 

For  example,  they  endeavoured  to  perfuad^  the 
35mprcfs  that  her  nephew  was  addidled  to  drunken* 
»eXs,  even  long  before  he  had  acquired  the  habit  of 
drinking  to  excefs,  a  habit  which  he  doubtbfs  con^ 
traded  firom  want  of  employment,  from  laiRtude, 
and  from  the  treacherous  fuggeftions  of  thofe  who 
farrounded  him.  The  following  is  the  manner  in 
which  they  went  to  work. 

Semenowna  Tfchoglokoff  converfing  one  day  with 
Elizabeth,,  and  perceiving  that  ttiis  Priffioels  was  not 
pleafed  with  the  Grand-duke,  faid  to  her  with  an 
a?9ii<9:ed  air,  it  was  very  melaqcholy  that  this  Prince, 
flill  fo  young,  fhpuld  abandon  "himfelf  to  drinking; 
Eti^^abeth,  who.  for  thie  firfl  time  heard  'the  G^imd- 
duke  accufcd  of  this  vice, ^believed  it  toihe  a  calumny, 
and  Qhailenged  Semenowna  to  prove  what  (he  had 
aflerted,  "  Notbiug  js  more  eafy,"  replied  the  irn-* 
pudent  Scmenovvria.  ^'  Your  Majefty  will  "be  abld 
"  to  judge  from  your  own  obfervation.'*  A  few  day$ 
afterwards,  knowing  that  the  Graod-duke  was  indiC*^ 

.  pofed  and  kept  his  room,  ftie  went  to  fee  him,  and. 
r.equ<ifted  him  tp  pecmit  h^t'to  keep  him  comp^^  at  ^ 
dinner.     Peter  gav^  bis  confent,  and  made  bl^rpi^^.O 
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fcerfelf  at  table  by  bim.  During  the  rcpaft,  Sdlii^- 
nowna  with  great  gaiety  and  with  cairefles,  faid  ta 
the  Prince,  that  fhe  would  cure  him  with  a  bottle  c^ 
pharopagne.  The  bottle  was  called  for ;  the  dexter* 
ous  S6inenowna  feized  upon  it,  threw  into  it  fecrdJy 
a  pinch  of  Spanifti  fnuiF,  and  making  the  Grand* 
dukt  rwaliow  fcveral  bucnpers  to  the  health  of  hi» 
aunt,'  (he  <x)mpietely  intoxicated  him.  Immedjiately 
the  perfidious  maid  of  honour  gave  the  Era^refe  no- 
tice of  it.  Elizabeth  arrived,  and,  ignorant  of  the 
process  of  the  fcene  which  had  juft  pafled,  could 
not  behold  ber-unfortunate  nephew  without  indigna- 
tion. Already  too  much  difpofed  to  prejudice  againft 
him,  (he  believed  the  more  readily  in  the  (tqael  a;Ul 
that  Seni^nowna  Tfchoglokoff  ^nd  her  acoomplice«i 
wiftied  to  impute  to  this  Prince ;  and,  emboldened  by 
this  fuccefs,  the  cpnfpirators  pt^fqmed  to  allow  them- 
(elves  to  propagate  the  moft  unfounded  r^)orts. 

Befides,  the  ftaite  of  inadion,  and  of  negle<3:  in 
which  Peter  languifhed,  and  the  unfortunate  eafinefs 
of  his  chara<3:er,  were  but  too  well  calculated  to  fa^ 
vour  thek^  defigns  of  his  enemies. 

When  the  Emprefs  was  impreflfed  with  the  belief 
that  he  ^bfli^doned  himfelf  to  excefles,  ibe  iiot  only 
withdrew  the  p^fent  of  fifty  thoufand  roubles  which 
fhe  was  accuilomed  to  give  him  on  the  anniverf^ry 
of  his  birth,  but  (he  fo  curtailed  thtj  provifions  of  hu 
table,  that  the  prince  and  his  companions  fometicnes 
liad  not  a  decent  fufficiency.  Peter  on  thefe  occa- 
fioos  permitted  cpmplaints,  mingled  with  ill-hum<!)ur^ 
to  efcape  himy  and  thefe  complaints  were  careftilly 
treafiired  up,  empoifoned^  and  conveyed  to  the  Em^ 
prefs. 

Soon  after  the  marriage  of  the  Grand-duke,  his 
aunt  had  nuide  him  a  prefent  of  Oranienl>auTn,  a 

EIeafiire*boufd^  which  had  belonged  to  the  too  cele- 
rated  Menzikoff,  and  as  foon  as  the  fine  weather 
permitted  him  to  quit  Peterfburgh,  where  he  lived 
rather  as  a  flate  pFifoner,  thai)  as,  the  heir  of  the 

throne,. 
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throne^  Peter  retired  to  tbi^  houfe.  Tkcre^  freed 
firom  the  prefence  of  his  aunt,  and  banilhing  all 
cbnftraitil,  he  annufed  hinlfelf  by  caufiog  his.  attend- 
ants to  affume  a  Gern>an  unifprm,  and  in  maJ^iitg 
then)  go  through  the  Pruffian  exereife.  EliMbqth 
commended' this  ocpupatioh,  which  (he  thoug'fet'  cal- 
.  culated  to  deftroy  m  her  nephew  a  tafle  for  danger- 
ous pleafures,  and  even  all  inclio^tion-.fQr  pol^iticar 
concerns,  which  ihe  regarded  as  ftill  iiiore  dangorott$. 
She  gave  orders  at  the  fame  time,  that  a  gre^tjoum- 
berof  foldiers  fhould  be  draughted  from  differjeiit  re* 
giments,  which  wereput  in  garrifon  at  Ora3iie!lltaum, 
and  added  to  thofc  of  the  Gran^-diike ;  buf  thi^  at-* 
tention  which  appeared  a  favour  granted  to  the  Prince, 
was  moft  probably  oply  a  farther  preemption  employed 
againft  him.  Whatever  might  be  the  cafe,  he  re- 
ceived them  with  tranfport,  Jind  gave  himfelf.  up  to 
his  military  and  Pruilian  inclination  with  redoubled 
ardour. 

i  Many  Germans  have  long  been  in  the  ufe  of  going  . 
to  try  their  fortunes  in  Ruffia* "  The  elevation  Of  .a 
Holfteinefe  prince  to  the  rank  of  Grand-duke,  bad 
attracted  thither  a.  ftill  greater  number.  Th,e  foldiers 
whom  Peter  had  at  Oranienbaum  were  almoft.jall  of 
that  nation.  He  bad  likewife  made  choic§  pf  feveral 
others  who  underflood  m^fic,  or  who  had  qu^Ufioa-* 
tions  for  performrng  ftage  plays,  and  l>e  ma:de  them 
reprefent  the  beft  pieces  of  the  German  theatre. . 

But  neither  the  theatre  nor  military  exeroifes^  cQuld 
occupy  the  whole  day  of  this  Prince,>  and  the  Void 
waa  but  too  frequently  filled  up  by  thofe  habjts  in 
which  he  had  begun  to  indulge,  in  the  idlenefs  of  the 
palace  at  Peterfburgh. 

The.party  formed  againft  him  being  well  acquaint- 
ed with  his  extreme  fondncfs  for  every  thing,  Pruf- 
fian, had  found  means  to  perfuade'  him  that  in  Pnif- 
iia  all  the  officers  in.ceflantly.  fmoked,  draj^ik,  and 
gamed.  The  young  men  who  were  about.bim,  joined, 
i(  not  from  malignity,  at  leaft  from  Ubertioifm,  ex- 
'  ample 
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bm^Ie  to  ^tecq^t,  an4  after  th^s  he  became  &  fmbker^ 
a  drinker,  a  gamefter.)      ,    / 

Catharine-at  that  time  obf^ved  a  condu.ft  entirel/ 
oppofite  to  that  of  her  hiifband.  Dire^ft^d  by  her 
vigilant  mdtber,  her  fdle  employment  was  to  make 
herfelf  partisans  among  the  moft  powerful  pcrfotf- 
agcs  of  the  court.  Her  violent  iodi.nation  for  plea-^  "^ 
fure  became  dormant  at  the  voice  of  ambition ;  and 
if '.(be  did  not  fucceed  in  gaining  the  friendfhip  of  thte 
EmpreiSy  (he  at  leaft  found  means  to  command  her 
efteem. 

HoweVei'j  what  will  appear  perhaps  ia  little  difficult 
to  believe,  the  Princefs  of  Zerbft-did  not  obferv^  fo 
much  circumfpeiftion  with  regard  to  Jberfelf,  as  (he 
infpired  hot*  daughter  with;  Elizabeth  regarded  her 
as  a  friend,  a  fifterj  and  repofed  in  her  the  moft  tm-* 
bounded  confidence.  /^  Proud  of  the  credit  {he  pof- 
fefled,  the  Princefs  of  Zerbft  was  not  flow  in  abufing 
it.  She  prefumed  to  mingle  in  the  intrigues  of  cour- 
tiers, to  render  herfelf  the  djfpenfer  of  favours,  and> 
finally  to  infinuate  herfelf  into  the  fecret  of  the  molt 
important  affairs.  Her  haughtinefs  difgufted  the  fa* 
vourites^  her  curiofity  fi^tigued  the  minifters.  Thpy 
united  togctber  to  awaken  the  jealduly  of  the  Em^ 
prcfsj  and  to  deliver  her  from  a  yoke  which  flic  had 
permitted  td  be  imfwfed  on  herfelf>  without  being 
confcious  of  it,.  Thbir  efforts  were  not  unfuccefsfuL 
Elizabeth  withdrew  almoft  inftantaneoufly  that  con-^ 
fidence  which  fhe  had  granted  to  the  mother  of  Ca* 
tbarinCi 

Thi^  Princieis  df  ;Zerbftj  in  defpair  at  this  reverl^^ 
endeavoured  by  every  method  to  remedy  it.  She  re- 
quefted  the  coyinfeis  of  the  King  of  Pruflia  and  ot 
the  King  of  Sweden  ;  but  fhe  was  rigoroufly  watch- 
ed. It  became  very  difficult  for  her  to  maintain  any 
correfpondehce.  The  following  fe  the  mode  which 
fhe  one  day  adopted,  in  order  to  convey  a  letter  to 
the  King  of  Sweden.  A  ball  was  given  at  pourt ;  the 
Princefspf  Zerbfl  was  prefept  with  theGrand-dvitchcfSi, 

G  her 


b^r  daughter.  Leffdc,  who  was  exiled  (h^lj^  dAcr, 
was  likewife  prefent.  All  at  once,  th«  Crrafid-dutcfiefi 
^^dvancedvtowards  Leftoc,  who,  according  to  kis  out* 
lom,  was  amufing  himielf  in  chatting  with>fomc  la- 
dms,  and  throvvitrg  hirn  a  gldve,  Ihe  told  ^  him  that 
fhe  intended  dancing  with  him.  Leftoc  perceived  , 
that;  it  contained  a  paper..  Upon  this,  the  dextrota 
*6urtier  lliid,  Jaiighing,  to  the*  Gramd-dutchefe ;  -.^f  I 
^*  accept  the  ^allenge,  madam,  bwt  inftead  of  reffbr- 
*^  ing  you  your  glove,  I.  entreat  you  to  give  me  thh 
^*  other,  that  I  maj^  prefent  theni  both  as  a  gift  from 
*^  you  to  my  wife  :  th6  favour  will  be  then  complete." 
The  country-dance  being  finiihfed,  Leftoc  flipped 
&.way,  eofKjealing  the  gtoves  under  his  waiftcoat,  for 
fear  that  the  Emprefs  had  been  lnforct«^d  of  it,  and 
had  ordered  him  to  be  feSrched  atthe^door. 

All  the  ftratagen>s  which  the  Princefs  of  Z^rbft 
Employed  were  not  equaUy  fortunate,-     Every  day 
produced  fome  new  complaint  againft  her,  or  difco- 
vered  fome  new  intrig'ue.     The  ref^ntment  of  the 
rEmpi'efs.hdd  arrived  at  its  height ;  ftie  ordered  the 
Princefs  to  quit  Ruflia.       '     - 
^'  A.  D.  3  751 .     The  Princefs  of  Zcrt^ft  experienced^ 
'.on  parting  from  her  daughtei*,  the  moft  violent  afflic- 
tion.    To  put  the  finifhiwg  flroke  to  hor  misfortune, 
fhe  durft  not  fettle  near  the  King  of  Sweden,  her 
brother,  who  was  apprehenfive  that  her  prefencc  at 
Stockholni'  might  give. umbrage  .to  the  Empreis*/ 
Equally  rejected  by  her- other  relations,  (he  took  her 
departure  for  the  court  of  Fr_ance,  and  obtained  .to  . 
the  time  oif  her  death  ail  afylumin  the  Luxemturgh. 

C^ttyarinc  beheki  the  departure  of  her  mother  wit^h 
confiderable  regret;  buttheCxped^ation  of  the  throne, 
which  bad  borfie  her^up  againft  other  vexations,  ftill 
fufiained  her,  and  love  iii  a  very  Ihort  time  came  to 
nyiilgleuts  conlblatiofls  with  thofe  of  ambition* 
-'The  ypuiig  peopfle  who  furi'ounded  the  Grand- 
deikc  did  dot  all  abandon  tbemfelves^  like  this  prinee, 
folely  to  the  pleafures  of  the  table^  to  play  ^nd  tb 
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military  exbibitioos.  There  was  one  in  pi\rtictilar  vybo 
tendered  tiimfelf  as  much  diftingiiiflied  by  his  tafte 
for  the  fine/arts-ai  hy.the  graces  »of*  his  ptrfcm^z  this 
t«^s  Soltikoffl  Chamberlain  to  the  prince,  he^  was  in 
dl  his  ]:Kirti€S5  but  was  T*lhamed  of  them.  He  was 
tolerably  well  acquainted  \yith  French-  literature,  be 
knew  by  heart  the  choiceil  morfels  of  Racine  and 
/^Voltaire,  to  which  his  voice  fcctned  to  add  new 
charms^.  Although  fcarcely  enjefged  from  ^childhood 
be  had^ready  obtained  the  favours  of  feveral  of  the 
[•  court  belles,  and  his  fuccefs  rendered  him  Arrogant. 

f*  Soltikoff  it  is  true,  pafled  for  being  a  little  deficient 

1  in  courage  among  men,  btit  he  vtas  not  the  lefs  pre- 

f  fi^mptudus  nor  the  left  forward  in  the  fociety  oC 

:  women.     Perhaps  he  might  have  trembled   at  the 

light  of  a  naked  flyopd,  but  to  extend'  the  number- 
i  of  bis  gallant  conquefts,  he  had  frequently  appeared 

!  to  brave  the  deferts  of  Siberia.    Ifi  ^  word  tbe  mar-* 

I  ried  men  regarded  him  as  the  moft  agreeable  and  th^ 

■  moft  dangerous  man  in  PeterlburgTl. 

I  It  was  not  long  before  SoltikofF  raifed  his  eyes  to- 

[  wards  the*  wife  of  his  matter,  and  vanity,  flill  more 

!  than  Ibve/infpired  him  with  the  bold  ddign  of  cap- 

[  4;ivating  her /heart.  He  began  by  carefully  ftudying  the 

[^  inclinations  of  the  princeis.'.  He  perceived  that  not- 

withftandingtbeconftraint  in  whith  flie  lived,  Catha- 
"  rine  had  a*  great  fondnefs  for  pleafure.  and  that  the 
folitude  of  Oranienbaum  rendered  diffipation  necef- 
fery  to  her.  He  immediately  procured  for  her  fome 
ntx^  amufemeht  every  day.  He  perfitadcd  the  Grafid- 
du3ceft0"give  feftivals;  hetook  upon  himfelf  the 
cKargeiol  inventing  them^  of  directing  them,  and  he 
did  nt)talloW  the  Grand-dutbhefs  to  remain  ignorant 
^^V  (he  w^s  their  ible  objedl^  and  that  it  was  to  bini 
atonci  th^t  (be  was  indebted  for  tbem.  Catharine  wdj^ 
to^ibfeiilibie  to  atteritionsi fb  gallant,  f6'uftrcmittingj 
The  feducing-  figure  c^nd  tbe  mt  of  SoltikofF  had 
Inalde  animpreffiion  liponibter.  >  His  aflidui ties  c6m- 
pletdy  J^frOn  ber«;  to'6t' Sbltik^ff  weir|tnowicg  that 
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the  heart  of  Jthe  6rand-dutche&  was  not  an  or^ipaiy^ 
conqueft,  dreaded  explaining  himfelf,in  an  incautious 
manner.  It  is  even  poflible  that  he  only  wifhed  at 
that  time  to  feign  a  paflion  which  proved  in  the  end 
'  altogether  real.  They  at  laft  had  become  attached  tq 
each  other^  for  a  long  time,  without  having  declared 
their  afFedtion*        . 

'  A  melancholy  event  accelerated  this  declaration. 
SoltikdfFloft  his  father.  His  dutv  obliged  him  to 
take  his  departure  for  Mofcow.  tie  obtained  per- 
miffion  to  this  efFeift  from  the  Grand-duke,  and  on 
taking  leave  of  Catharine  he  could  not  refrain  from 
letting  her  fee  what  pangs  his  departure  coft  him. 
The  Princefs  who  beheld  his  tears,  was  no  left  touched 
than  himfelf  with  the  motive  \vhjcb  caufed  them  to 
tlow,  and  fixing  her  eyes,  with  a  vei^y  expreflivc  air, 
upon  SoltikofF,  (be  conjured  him  to  abridge  the  period 
of  his  abfence  as  much  as  he  could,  and  to  return  to 
forget  his  fwrows  in  the  bofom  of  a  court  where 
without  him  it  was  impoffible  to  enjoy  pleafurc. 

The  character  of  SoltikoiF  may  permit  us  eafily  to 
judge  of  what  an  impreffion  thefc  worJs  were  produc- 
tive. He  thought  he  perceived  a  return  of  afFe<ftion 
on  her  part,  anS  his  pride  redoubled.  His  journey 
lafted  but  a  few  days.  What  were  domeftic  occupa* 
tions  when  put  in  competition  with  the  hgppinefs 
which  awaited  him  ?  What  was  Mofcow  to  him  in 
comparifon  of  Peterfburgh  ?  He  abandoned  every 
thing  to  haften,  and  to  fecure  his  triumph.    = 

However,  on  approaching  the  Grand-dutchefsy  the 
prefumptuous  ideas  which  had  filled  his  mmd  at  a 
diftance  froiti  her,  began  to  vanifh  away.  His  auda- 
city  abandoned  him.  Themoft  ferious,  the  mj3ft  ihcr 
lancholy  reflexions  overwhelmed  his  fpirit. .  He  forct- 
faw  all  the  danger  of  his  attachment.  He  durft  not 
prefume  to  flatter  himfelf  that  Catharine  could^^apjt 
what  Ihe  owed  to  her  rank,  to  her  hulband,  ^o  tdt^ 
ceive  the  attentions  of  a  fimple  chamberlajmi -.  But 
were  he  fo  happy  as  to  ^nd  that  fhe  deigned  to  .iteturn 

:  '.    V  his 
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"  his'paliion,  was  it  poifible  for  him  to  believe  be  could 
elude  the  penetrating-Obfervation  of  the  jealous  cour- 
tiers who  furrounded  him  ?  How,  in  a  word,  rifle  ao 
avowal  of  which  perpetual  imprifonment,  or  even  th^ 
lofs  of  life  might  become  the  price  ?  Ho  trembled, 
he  was  flruck  with  terror,  he  refolved  to  renounce 
thofe  hopes  which  he  beiieved  to  have  been  too  am^ 
bitioufly  conceived*    ,    -         ...      * 

In  this  ftate  of  in(|uietude  aod  fortoW,  Sc^ttkij^fF 
could  no  longer  difplay  that  brilliant  gaiety;  iwbioh 
had  till  then  diftingulfhed  hini.  He  tried  in  y^n  to 
afiume  at  times  an  unfembarr^flfed  air.;.  Tihe  deep^ft 
melancholy  preyed  upon  his  heart,  and  wik$.depi^i^ 
on  his  countenance  ;  hisbfealthvifibly  declined.  The 
Grand-dutchefs  was  al^nbed  at  it,  and  one day.tba* 
ihe  found  herfelf  .alQn^^.w^tb  him,  dci^nded  lb* 
reafon.  SqltikofF  b^ing!  tbei)  uxiable  to  reiiil  thb:  paf^ 
^on  which  ho  felt,  xmid^th^  qodf^ilion.  Ceitharihe 
liilened  to  it  without  ^nger,  fhe.eveti  appeared,  to 
pity  him,  but  advifed  hiftilto.jrenouncc  a  prop^nfity 
of  which  he  could  not  but  feel  the  impropriety  and 
the  danger^  Although  ftill  very  yOung,' Sol tikoffun? 
derftpod  the  female  fex  too  well  ncrt  to^fcqow  that 
ihe  who  permits  herfelf  to  liften  to  4.1ov<ir,  slre^Miy 
begins  to  approve  him.  He  gained  n^w  d^ofidene^ 
He  threw  himfelf  at  the  knees  of  the  Grand-dutehefs^ 
and  had  the  prefumption  to  embrace  tbem.  The 
Priqeefs  was  diftrefled,  ifte  Ijpt  fall  fotne :  tears,:  and 
flying  precipitately  from  the  tranfports  of  §0ltikoffi 
to>^o  and'ftiut  herfelf  up  in  her  clofet,'  (he. repeated 
that  line  with  which  Monimia  addrefles  Xipbares  ir\ 
the  tragedy  of  i^ithpidates  ; 

**  Et  raeritez  les  pleui*s  quevous  m'alkz  couter.*'  * 

From  this  moment  tf^c  chamberlain  r^^overcd  h)S 
gaiety  with  hope,  and  every  -  tl^^ini?  around  him  an- 
pounced  this  alteration.  -    - 

*  And  merit  the  tciars  you  ate  going  to  coft  me. 

03  ■   .      '    Whilft, 
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•  WW'fft^the  Grand-duke  aikl  the  Grand-datcbeft  * 
jWiffed  the  finc'feafon  at  Orariienbanm,  the  Empreft* 
El  ii^abeth  remained  dt  Peter(hof,  and  from  *tiine  to 
tiiDe  invited Hbis  couple' tfeitber  to  partake  of  the 
pleafure'ft^  of *ber  court.  It  wason  one  of  tfcfefe  tocca- 
'  '^  Sons  ttlat  SoltikofF became  cofnpffetely 
A.  b;  1733.     happy»\'    Iti  order  to  avoid  fpeftaeles, 

feafts,  where  too  many  irtdifcreet  bb- 
fer^itioTiSfkiidl^r  uWder  cbnftraint,  Catharine  feigpr- 
ed'thdifpofittonl 'The 'Grand-duke  irasfo  blinded  \wth 
t^fpt^  ia  bis  chahiberfain,  that  he  himfclf  entreated 
hin»  t^  (hare  tbo  folit«<te  o^  hife  t^ife,  and'  to  employ 
h\i  tb^alhsirements  of -bij^  \^it  in  order  tb  amiife  her. 
This  was  precifely  what  the r tjgvo  Jov^S  wi(bed;  ac- 
tordip-gly  they ^  did  not  feil  •  to -take  ad^ntage  of  k. 
Stft  fcart^tily  *Jad  the  Grand^datfchefs  yielded,- than 
fl)ft.abtoflbned  beriyf '  to  alLlhe  apprehenfion  \ytth 
which  the  idea  -'of  h^t^  "weaknefs  cfould  inspire  her. 
She  foreiuvy  thfe  dangferdu^cSnfeqiiiences  of  the  plea- 
fures  u^hkh  Ihe  ta'ftcdAiitli-SdltikofF,  anii  imparted 
her  fears  to'ljim.  The  chamberlain  obfervef^  to  her, 
that  if  fhe  (Sould  find va^  method  to  bfrngher  huflband 
t6  her  tfrtn&v  the  oonfeqoenceis  which  (he  (b  much 
dreaded /wouJd  become  of  ad  vantage  fo  ben  He 
to^k  uipOn  himfelf  at  the  fame  time* to  procure  the 
hiccefe  ofthe^prG^eft.       - 

The  Gra^d-duke  had,  as  bias  been  already*  (bid, 
begun  to  abandon  himTelf  to  ttie  excefles  of  the' table, 
arid,  when  heat6d  with  wtee,  fbmetimes  con vcrled  with 
him  friends^ 'reJpe(rting  the  obftacle  which  eftranged 
him  from  bis  wife.  >The  caufe  of  his  irfipotencc  was 
then  known,  and  the  method  of  removing  it  eaiy; 
but  the  Grand-duke  feared  to  make  ufe  of  this  me- 
thod. SoltikofFrefolved  to'make  him  determine  upon 
it.  He  wrftied  however  in  the  firft  place  to  obtain 
the  coHfent  of  Ib^  Empre(s.  An  6pj5brtainity  very 
.  fortunately, prefented  itfelf,  - 

Madam  de  Narifphkin,  lifter  and  confidanlof  Sol- 
titoi}^  was  pregnant,     Soltikoff  was  chatting  with  her 
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yrhcx\  Elisabeth  approached  Madam  de  Narifchkin 
totcoiigratulate  her  on  the  bappinefs  flie  epjoycd.in 
kitoWing  how  to  create  an  hcb. — ^^  I  wiifh  fincerely/* 
aedded-  fhe,''^*  you  could  communicate  this  yirtue 
''  to  the  Qrand-dutchefs/'  Soltikoff  faw  that  this 
vfas  the  favourable  raoni^nt  for  lettmg  the  Emprefs 
ktioiv  what'  it  was  that  oppofed  the  ihappinefs  of  . 
the  Grand-duke.  He  revealed  it  toher..  He  like-, 
wife  informed  her,  that  :be  had  fpmted  tjwj  defign  of 
pr^dfiting  by  the  afcendancy  which^be'h^Ki  over  the 
Prince,  to  perfuade  him  to  rid  himfelf  of  an  obftacle 
fo  eafy  to  be  removed i  Elizabeth  approved  it,  and 
even  recommended  to  him  to  negjedt  nothing  which 
could  procure  fuccefs  in  a  projcA  on  which  depend- 
ed the  tranquillity*  of  her  nephew,  and  that  of  the'  , 
empire. 

Sokikoff,  emboldened  by  this  firft  'ftep^  propofcd 
the  very  fame  day  to  the  Grand-diike  to  fijbmit  to 
the  operation  prefcribed  by  the  legiilsrtor  of  the 
Hebrews.  He  reprefented  to  him  that  he  would'  ex- 
pcriencebut  a  very  flight  pain,  and  that  he  would 
only  be  obliged  to  keep  his  apartment  fome  days,  to 
tafte. afterwards  the  moft  delicious  pleafures.  The 
Prince, ..naturally  timid,  manifefted  an  extreme . ijc-* 
pugnance.^  The  wiflies  of  his  aunt,  the  enth«liafn1i ' 
of  SoUikoft',  the  wifh  he  himfel/  felt  of  enjoying  an 
unknown  plcafure,  the  fhame^  of  not  bein^  like  other 
men,  nothing  could  make  him  come  to  a  refolution. 

But  Soltikoff  wgis  too  much  interefted  in  this  un- 
dertaking to  be  difcburaged  by  ihefe  firft  difficultife. 
He  gained  over  the  other :  favourites  of  the  Grand- 
dukie,  by  afljiring  them,  that  what  he  had  done  was 
by  the  orders  of  the  Emprd^s.'  One  night  that  this 
prince  fupped  with  him,  and  Thaving,  according  to 
cuftdm,  drank  to  cxcefs,  tbby  turned  the  converfa- 
tjon  upon  the  pleafures  of  love.  The  Prince  permit- 
ted fome  ^xpreflions  of  regret  to  efcape  him,' on  the  /  ^ 
impoffibllity  of  having  the  power  of  enjoying  them.  '  ^ 

Upon  this]  all  the  company  threw  tbcmfelves  at  his , - 

G4  knees, 
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knees,  and  conjured  him  to  yield  to  the:ad\rice  of  Sol-? 
tikoff.  The  Gi^nd-duke  appeared  -irrefolute.  TSome  ' 
words  which  he  fiarrimered  out  were  interpreted i«ta 
confent.  £very  thing. was  prepared.  '  The  fa'mAos 
pbyfician  Boerbave  was  introduced,  with  a  Ikilful 
Yurgeon.  He  had  no  longer  any  power*  of  defendff 
jng  hipifelf,  and  the  operation  was  very  happily  per-t 
formed.  TbcEmprefs  Elizabeth  was  fo  well  fatisfied 
with  the  condudl  of  Sol  tikoff,  that  (he  teftified  her 
gratitude  by  prefenting  him  with  a  magnificent  dia- 
mond. •'    ( 

The  young  chamberlain  had  been  till  then  too 
happy  not  to  experience  fome  difturbance  of  his  hap-j 
pinefs.  The  Grand-dutchefs  did  not  always  obferve 
fufficient  precaution  to  conceal  the  paffion  which  (he 
had  for  him.  The  courtiers,  always  malignant,  aU 
ways  envious,  began  by  remarking  a  preference  which 
offended  them,  and  they  very  foon  di (covered  the  real 
caiafe.  Immediately  the  ruin  of  Soltikoff  was  refolved 
iipoA.  Even  thdfe  who  teftified  the  greateft  friendr 
Ihip  towards  him,  and  of -courfe  had  it  moft  in  their 
power  to  injure  him,  continued  fecretly  to  convey  to 
the  Emprefs  their  fufpicions  refpe6ling  the  attach- 
ment between  the  Grand-dutchefs  and  the  chamber- 
lain. Greatly  addifted  to  gallantry  herfelf,  Eliza- 
beth fhould  not  perhaps  have  been  too  deeply  of- 
feiftled  at  this  intrigue ;  but  (he  was  ftately,  and  in 
the  firft  mqments  of  her  indignation,  fhe  declared 
that  an  exile  inla  Siberia  (liould  be  the  price  of  the 
temerity  of  Soltikoff.  She  likewifc  declared,  that  as 
foon  as  the  Grand-duke,  perfeAJy  cured  of  the  con- 
fequences  of  the  operatiqn  \vhich  he  had  undergone, 
could  begin  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  a  hufband,  it 
was  her  will  that  the  Grand-dutchefs  (hould  conform 
to  the  ancient  cuftpm  6f  the  Ruflians,  and  give  the 
tokens  of  virginity,  which  (he  muft  have  preferved' 
till  then.  . 

Soltikoff,  informed  of  the  danger  which  threats 
pned   him,    immediately  applied  bimicif  to .  devife 
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the  me^ns.  of  efcaping  it.  He  perceived,  tbat  the 
beft' noode  to.  prevent  the  ftorm  from  burfting  on 
his  head,  was  to  brave  it  .  .Afliaming  then  an  air  of 
afllirapce,  and.  with  all:  ibe  appearance  of  injured 
innocence,  he  flew  to  the  Grand-duke  to  •cornplaia 
of  the  reports  which. had  been  fo  darihgly  fpread. 
He  reminded  the  Prince^  that  he  bad  only  presented 
himfelf  before  the  Graad^dutcheis  in  conformit}'  to 
the  orders,  which  be  bad  himfelf  given  him,  and  be 
protefted  that  bp  bad  never  regarded  that  Princeis 
but  with  all  the  refpeft  dire  to  her  rank.  He  ob* 
farved  at  the  fame  tiptie,  that' the  calumniators  who 
wifhed  to  ruin  him  fought,  by  a  round-about  but 
certain  method,  to  attack  the  heir  of  the  empire^/ 
fince  by  thefe  infamous; reports  the  honour  of  the 
thronp  would  fjrid  itfelf  much  more  deeply  expofed 
than  that  of  a  (imple.chaxnberlain«  He  finally  added, 
in  order  that  be  might  no  Ipnger  furnith  a  pretext  for 
the  jealoufy  of  his  enemies,  atid  to  appeafe  the  Em- 
prefs,  that  he  begged  the  Grand-duke's  permiffion 
to  retire  to  Mofcbw* 

.  The  difcourfe  of  Soltikoff  not  only  deceived  the 
credulous  Prince,  but  perfuaded  him,  that  his  own 
glory  required  he  fliould  retaiathe  chamberlain  in  the 
.fervicc  of  his  wife.  He  ordered  him  to  remain  ;  after- 
wards he  demanded  an  audience  of  the  Emprefs,.  itk 
which  he  Amplained  of  the  infolent  language  which 
was  allovved;  he  defended  Soltikoff  with.fo  much 
vehemence,  and  by  fuch  plaufible  reafons,  that  Eliza- 
-beth  began  hcrfelf  to  believe  that  the  reports  which' 
had  been  made  to  her  could  be.  the  otFspring  only  of 
..calumny. 

Whilft  this  feene  was  going  forward  in  the  apart- 
ment of  Elizabeth,  the  Grand-dutchefs  did  not  re- 
inain  idle;  (he  was  more  interefted  than  any  one,  in 
.  caufing. thefe  injurious  reports  to  be  quafhed,  and  in 
the  prefervation  of  her  lover.  And  who  could  bet- 
ter than  herfelf  undertake  her  own  defence  ?  In- 
formed by  Madam  de  Narifchkin  of  the  pains  which 

the 
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the  Gpand-dule  had  taken  to  juftify  SoWkoff,  and  of 
tiic  fucccfe  which  heiiadjuft  obtained,  (h&pmfented 
feerfelf  immediately  before  the.  Em prefe.  Laying  alide 
Ihe  miJdnefs  in  which  fhe  bad' ahvays/ till  then,  ap- 
peared clothed  in  the  prcfente  of  the  fovereignj  the 
liinoke  ofit  into  reproaches  for  her  having  given  credit 
to  fuch  odious  ^afpicions;  She  reprefented  how  un- 
certsan  and  deceitful  the  prtidE  which  the  Emprefs  de- 
manded  of  her  virtue  might  be,  and  haw  fuch  a  re*- 
queft  overwhelmed  her  .with  flbfatne,  lincb  on  occa* 
fiona  of  this  kind  the  fmalleft  doijibt  left  &ni  indelible 
<lain.  Grief,  revenge,  paflion,  lent  fo  griat  a  force 
tOkher  eloquence,  that  Elizabeth  could  not  reiift  it^ 
ihc  appeared  moved,  foftencd,  perfuaded,  and  the 
iriAory  of  Catharine  wa^ftiU  more  conaplefe  than  that^ 
of  the  Grand-duke, 

In  the  evening  there  wasy  accordmg  to  cuftom,  a 
grand  party  at  the  palace,  and  the  Emprefs  haiftentjid 
to  take  advantage  of  it,  to  teftify  in  the  eye$  of  her 
courtiers,  that  Soltikoff  had  .qo  longer  any  thing  to 
dread  from  her.     The  chamberlain  was  engaged  at 
play :  Elizabeth,  advaticihg  clofe  to  the  back  of  his 
chair,  alked  him,  with  that  grace  which  (he  knew 
bo^w  to  infufe  into  everything  (he  faid,- if  he  was 
happy.    "  Never,  Madam,*'  replied  jSoltikofT.    "  I  ani 
forry  for  it,"  rejoined  ihe :  "  but  this  is  perhaps  in 
fotrfe  meafure  youn^wn  fault.    'It  is  ftid  that  yo4 
^^  intend  <juitting  the  Grand-duke  ;  I  cannot  believe 
it,  and  I  invite  you  to  remain  with  him.     liepcnd 
upon  it,  that  if  your  enemies  make  any-further  at- 
tempts to  malign  you,  X  will  be  the  ficlt  toftand  up 
in  your  defence."  '     .. 

Had  it  been  true  that  SoltikofF  was  forming  ^feri-* 
ous  defign  of  withdrawing  himfelf  from  court,  tbefe 
-  words  would  have  been  fufficient  to  retain  him;  and 
fuppofing  the  courtiers  to  have  procured  thfe  moft 
pofitive  proof  of  his  prefumption,  they  would  hence- 
forward have  impoled  iilence  on  them. 

However,  the  Grand-duke,  feeling  no  longer  any 

incon- 
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mconveaience  from  the  operation  "which 'he  hdd  un- 
dergone, 'iit  M*;  had  the  coufage  to  enjoy  his  privi-^ 
legds  as  a  Kuibahd/  'All  was  prepared  ;  he  pafled  tlio 
night  with  his  confoft,  and  believed  himfelf  perfectly 
happyf  The  next  cfey  he  fentto  the  Emprefs',  H  thfe  in-, 
ftigation  bfSoltikoflR,  a  fealed  cnflcet,  M^iich  contained 
the  tokens  of  the  pt-etended  virginity  of  the  Grand- 
dutchefs.  -  EHzlabeth  appeared  to  be  perfuaded  of 
their  authenticity;  Some*  people  tK)  doubt  laughed  at 
this  inwardly,  but  every  one  was  eager  loudly  to 
felicitate  the  Prince  upon  his  happinefs.  -  .. 

Fromthis  period  Soltikpff  thought  he  had  no  dati- 
ger  to  guard  againft  :  he  enjoyed^  withbut  diftilrb- 
ance  and  without  remorfe,  pfeafures  from  wh'fch',  the 
Wioment  that  the  Grarid-^diike  had  pafled  into  the 
^rms  of  Catharine; -did' not 'permit*  Mm  f  6  apprehend 
any  ill  confeqiiences.  '  'Catharine  berfelf  had  no 
longer  oCcafion  to  employ  extreme  ;drcurnfpe6lion  : 
her  firft  ftrcceif^  had  infpired^ier  with  -greafer  couragfe. 
Btifides,fte  example  of  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth,  whofe 
manners  became 'more  afirf  more  corrupted,  arid  who 
abandoned  herfelf  every  day  to  new  propen^ties, 
feemed  to  cxcufc  her  own  attachment.     The  Em- 

gVefs  entertained  no  fufprcPofts  of  an  intrigue  which 
le  might  eaftJy  have  perceived,  or  if  fhe  remarked 
it,  fheydid  not  any' longer,  difcover  ^t  leaft  either  fuf- 
picion  (^  anger.       ■         -  ,  "" 

A.  D.  17M.  Time,  which  weakens,  and  frequently 
6xtinguifhes,,tHe  moft  ardent  paffions,  did  not  in  any 
degree  diininilh  that  of  Catharine.     That  Princefs 
\    was  on  till e  point  of  becoming  a  mother;  Soltikoff 
gained  iigry  d^y  a  greater  afcendancy^over  her  heart ; 
•  but' his^ood  fortune  bad  arrived  at  itsTummit;  he 
became  himfelf  the  artificer  of  bis  own  deftrtidlion.  . 
The  Grand-chancellor,   BefttffchefF,  i  was  dumb, 
a^'well'  as  the  other  courtiers,  Avith''refpe<Sl  to  the  fa- 
vour which  SoltikofF  enjoyed,^  btit  ftill-  continued 
to  watch  him  with  the  ftricftc'ft  attention.^   Occupied 
jjQceffAntly  with  the  proje6t  of  dyepriving- the  Grand- 
duke 
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dtttc  of  the  throne,  , the  old  mi niftcr  thought  that 
the  nioft  certain  means  of  fuccefs  wa»,  in  the  firft 
plaiccy  to  ruin  the  favourite  of  the  ftrince,  and  that 
m  order  to  ruin  hitt}  he  muft  firft  gain  him*       . 

B.e0^ufchefF,  whom  the  title  of  Grand-chancel* 
lor,  the  general  adminiftration  of  affairs,  his  credit^ 
}m  deep  Ikill  in  politics,  reodered.  the  moft  powerful 
man  of  the  empire,  became  f  he  humble  flatterer  of 
SoHikoff.  He  layiflied  on  him  marks,  of  deference, 
jpraifes^nd  icarefles-  He  reve>alpd.to  him  the  moft- 
important  fecrets ;  he  frequently  conful ted,  or  feigned 
to  confplt  him  ;  beat  1/^ft  got  fuch-  complete  poflef- 
fion  of  his  confidence,  that  the  chamberlain,  mifled 
by  ambition,  bpUeved  h^  had  not  a.  more  fincere 
friend  than  .the  crafty  rainiflen  He  himfelf,  who 
now  law  the  infiiipnpe  that  he  poflefled  over  Solti-r 
^ofF,  and  wl^Q  only  meditated  delivering  hjmielf 
from  {q  dangerous  4  rival,  paufed  \\\m  to  adopt  thi^ 
fatal  meafure  :>He  told  him,  that  ir\  ojrdeirtQ  increaie 
his  afcendancy,  and  to  render  biprifelf  complete  go-^ 
reraor  of  the  mind  of  the  Grandrduke,  be  muft 
banrfb  from  that  Erince  the  pcrfbns  whQ  pofjpfled 
birth,  ambition,  talents,  and  only. permit  him  tP  be 
furrounded  by  low  and  obfcurr^  people,  orwbp,  pro- 
vided by  SoltikofF  himfelf,  would  be  entirely. deyoted 
to  hiiiK  SpltifcofFdid  not  percejve  the  fnare.  He 
was  already  incapable  of  penetrating  into  the  motive 
of  fo  perfidious  ^n  advice.  The  favour  which  \ie  en- 
joyed rendered  every  thing  poflible ;  his  ambition  iiVr 
creafed  ;  he  wifhed  to  airqre  to  hinifelf  an  abfplute 
empire  ;  he  haftenpd  to  do  aU  that  the  old  chancelr 
jor  had  told  i\lm.  Thus  one  moment  of  imprudence 
ilcftroycd  a  trinniphof  feveral  years.        - 

This  frcfh  Itorn),  hirewed  ag^inft  the  favourite,  al) 
at  once  augmented.  The  young  courtiers,  finding 
themfelves  fecluded  ftom  the  heir  of  the  throne;  murr 
mured,  and  united  their  efforts  to  tbofe  of  the  friends 
of  BefiufchefF.  The  chancellor  fiiraulated  the  aur 
jdacity  of  the  Tfcboglokoffs  find  the  E^zoumofflkies. 

■'  '     "*'  They 
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Theyat  jaft  uliited^as  one  man,  for  the  parpofedS 
Uying  thei^  confiplaints  before  Elizabeth.  Beftuf- 
chefF  perceived  4-hat  it  was  tinae  to  (pqak  bimfelf  to- 
the  Brnprefs.  He  had  therefore  a  fecrfet  conference 
with  her,  in  which  he  reminded  bei*  of  ail  (he  already 
knew  of  the  weaknds,  of  the  abfiirdities  of  the  Grand- 
duke,  and  of  the  excefles,to  which  he  abandoned 
himfelf.  He  told  ber  that  thefe  excefles,  that,  thefe 
irregularities,  were  to  be  attributed  to  SoItikofF atone, 
who,  that  he  might  the  better  enflave  the  Princey 
permitted  only  abjedl  and  debauched  companions  to 
approach  him.  He  renewed  the  fufpicions  too  wcU 
founded,  and  for  a  long  time  fpread  abroad,  rcfpe<?t- 
ing  the  criminal  correffiondence  which  the  chamber- 
lain ktpt  up  with  the  Grand-dutchels.  He  finally 
reprefeoted  him  as,  a  treacherous  favourite,  whofe  am- 
bition threaterted  Ruflia  with  a  horrible-  reign. 

The  Emprefs,  irritated,  refolved  anew  to  punifli 
SoltikofF;  but,  directed  by  the  old  chancellor,  (he 
took  this  time  means  more  certain  than  the  fiffi* 
The  fecret  was  kept,  itid  the  difgrace  of  the  cham- 
berlain was  concealed  under  the  pretext  of  an  honour^ 
tible  miffion.  flBlizabeth  gave  him  orders  to  take  his 
departure  for  Stockholm  with  the  title  of  envoy  ex* 
traowiihaiy,  to  notify  to  the  King  of  Sweden  the  birtb 
of  Paul  Petrowitz,  of  whom  the  Grand-dutchcfs  wa?i 
juft  delivered.  The  prcfumptuoiis  SoUilcofF  at  that 
time  beheld  in  this  employ  only  a  new  mark  of  the 
favour  of  the  Em^rcfs.  Hb  accepted  it  with,  grati- 
tude, quickly  fet  out  for  Sweden,  and  was  going  tar 
return  in  the  fame  manner ;  but  fcarc'ely  had  he 
quitted  Stockholm  on  his  way  to  Peterfburgh/when 
a  courier  flopped  him  on  the  road,  and  delivered  him 
an  order  to  go  and  refideat  Hamburgh^  in  quality  of 
minifter  plenipotentiary  from  the  court  of  Ruflia. 

The  eyes  o(  SoltikofF  were  now  opened.  He  faw 
that  he  had  been  eruclly  deceived.  He  wrote  to  the 
Grand^^dutchafi,  and  entreated  her.to  folicit  bis  recal. 
ThatPanccfa^.iigtijlefs  affedcd  than  himfelf  at  his 
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abfence^  was  haftcning.  immediately  to  etopfoy/b^f 
credit  and  her  eloquence  with  the  Emprefs  to  prevait 
on  her  to  repal  bim ;  butthe  chancellor,  who  bad 
forcfecn  every  things  paid  her  a  vifit,  in  order  to  re- 
prefent  to  her  the  dangersof  this  proje<9:*  He  told 
her  without  ciroun>tocution,  that  the  Heps  (he  was 
going  -to  hazard  in  favour  of  Soltikoff  would  fortify 
the  fufpicions  entertained  of  her,  and  would  end  in 
her  fuin*  She  ftood  convinced.  Ambition  reduced 
love  to  filence. 

Catharine,  however,  prefcrved  for  fome  time  the 
paiBon  with  which  the  chamberlain  had  infpired  her. 
She  frequently  wrote  to  and  received  letters  from  him* 
Misfortune  feemeJ  even  to  augment  her  tendernefsj 
when  all  at  once  the  prefence  of  a  Granger,  whom 
chance  had  conducted  to  the  court  of  RuflSa^  obli-» 
terated  from  her  mind  a  lover  whom  flie-  beheld  .no 
longer- 

A.^D.  1755.  The  young  Count  Statxiilaus  Ponia^ 
towllcy,  to  whom  Catharine,  has  lince  given,  and  af-* 
terwards  taken  away,  the  throne  of  Polaod,  was-.the^ 
happy  fucceflbr  of  SoltikofF.  Born  a  fimple  gentle-: 
man,  and  unpoflcflsd  '.of  Jortuoe,  but  endowed  with 
a  fine  figure  and  filled  .with  atnbition,  Eoniatowfky 
carried^  about  through  ..Germatiy, ;  and  in.  France  fot 
fomc  time,  bisrclttefihefsand  vague  expectations.  He 
was  at  firft  tolerably  fuecefsful  at  Paris,  where  the 
fricndfliip  of  the  Swedifti.  ambafl[ador  procured  him 
fome  difiinguilhed  conntsdiions ;  but  his  mother, 
who  dreaded  onvhis  account  the  too  fedu<Stive  pl'ea-^ 
fures  of  that  city,  wrote  to  him,  wilh  orders  to  dep^t 
from  it.  Ste  ^x^as  in  the  right ;  for  Poniatowlky  hs^ 
been  already  imprifonul  for  debt,  and.  had  been  rcIeafN' 
cd  pierely  by  the  generofity  of  the  wife  of  a  njaoufacH 
turer  of  glafs^nahied  Geoffrin.  He  quitttd  Frtincn^ 
and  went  over  to  EngUuid,  where  he  met  again  Sir 
Hatibiiry  Williams,  with  whom  he ihad  bei2hacquajnt4 
cdat  Warfavv,  and  w'hby  nominated  .^jfAfafccototifof 
London  as  amballador  to .Petcrlbutgfa,. parried  hiteib'^h 
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his  fait.  Without  having  any  title  which  could  at- 
tacl^  him  to  the  emtefly,  the  ypung  Polooefc  laboured 
in  the  aynbafladors  office,  and  ferved  him  in  quality 
of  fecretary.  He  a^t  firft  intended  to  devote  himfetf 
entirely  to  diplomatic  pnrfuits  ;  biit  tjie  tafte  for  dif- 
lipation  which  for  a  long  time  had ,  led  bini  away,  his 
youth,  the  feducing. opportunities  which  were  every 
day  prefenting  themfelves  to  him,  very  ibon  hurried 
him  back  .to  pleafuf e.  He  was  gay,  genteel,  brilliant, 
and  formed  to  fucceed  in  a  court  of  which,  amiifement 
fecraed  to  be  the  principal  concern.  Accordingly, 
he  was  not  flow  in  percqjving  the  impreffion  which 
he  had  made  upon  the  heart  of  Catharine, 

A.  j>.  1750.  Ponlatowlky  was  bold  even  to  pre^ 
fumptiorti  However,  the  rank  of  the  Grand*dutchefe 
intimidated  him,  and  the  numerous  courtiers  whofc 
eyes  w^ere  upon  him  reftrained  him  ftill  more.  The 
two  lovers  for  fome  time  converfed  only  by  their 
Jooks,  butto  thcfe  converfations  in  dumb-lhew  fome 
of  another  fort  afterwards  fucceedcd',  in  which  they 
<Same  to  ^n,  explanation ,  with  regard  to.  their  atta<^br 
.nient,  and  refpe<3ing  the  methqds^  whiQh  they  fliould 
Adopt  in  order  to  glv.e\tbemferves  up  to  k  wifcbp:at 
conftnin-t  '  ,  .    .  '    . .  :.-  %. 

.  Eft vy,  which  at  thiit  time  ftudied  tbc.inclinMions 
of.tbe'Grand-dutchefs  only  to  cenfute  and  thwart 
^•hcnr,  haftened  to. inform,  the  Emprefe  of  the  ne^fr 
intrigue  of  b^r.  adopted  njece..  » 

Elizabeth  did  not  efleem  .her.  nephew,  and  gave 
lierfdf  as  little /concern  about  the  honour  of  the 
Grand-dutcbefs ;.  :flje  did  not.  in  general  obfervp 
greater  feverity  with'  regard  to  the  manners  of  gthers 
than  to.  her  own ;  in  a.  wprd^.  (he  wg^  always  rejuflamt 
to  punifh  ;  but  W  extrope  facility,  in  f^lo:witlg  thp 
,counfels  of  all  who  furrouiided  bcr^.  tjiejq|.uenlly  cauf- 
ed  her  to  a<ft  with  a  irigoar  entirely,  fprpign^.tpjll^ 
charadlcn  She  ga,ve. orders  to  ppnifttowlky  jp  qmt 
JRojffia  immediately^  ..Pwatowiky^ofeej^^cj.  ,    \,  j  j^ 

In 
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In  continuing  to  form  thecaba?  againfl[  the  Gr^ncf-*' 
duke,  and  in  banifhing  SoltlkofFfrom  the  court,  the 
chariccllop  Beflufcbeif  had  negle6led  nothing  to 
ftrengtbeh  his  party  by  the  fuppott  of  the  Grand- 
dutchefs.  He  appeared  every  day  to  attach  himfelf 
more  and  more  to  this  Pri^cefs*  He  humoured  her 
propenfities;  he  became  even  fnbfervient  to  them; 
be  at  laft  obliterated  from  her  mind  that  he  had  been 
the  principal  caufe  of  the  lofs  of  her  firft  lover*  She 
thought  that  be  might  be  of  fcrvice  in  procuring  the 
reftoration  of  the  fecond.  The  old  minifter  gave  her 
bis  promife,  and  tvas  in  earneft  to  employ  mean^  for 
this  end.  Poniatowfky  appeared  to  him  as  an  objetSl 
far  lefs  to  be  dreaded  than  SoltikofF.  He  knew  that 
the  heart  of  Catharine  could  tlot  remain  in  an  inadlivb 
llate  :  he  was  better  pleafed,  then,  to  fee  her  choice 
fall  upon  a  foreigner  than  upon  a  Ruffian. 

The  grand-chancellor  was  on  intimate  terms  with 
the  Count  de  Bruhl,  prime  minifter  to  the  King  of 
Pohnd.  He  wrote  to  inform  him  of  the  attachment 
of  the  Grand-dutchefs  to  Poniatowlky^.and  of  the  ad- 
•  vantage,  which  he  might  derive  from  fending  this 
young  Polonefe  back  to  RuiUa^  hy  giving  him  a 
charadler  which  ferved  as  a  plauiible  pretext  for  bis 
return.  The  Cdunt  de  Bruhl  was  fenfible  of  the  im^ 
port^ncc  of  this  proje<S  ;  however,  the  execution  o( 
it  was  rather  embarraffing ;  it  vvas  rieccflary  to  in-* 
fringe,  in  favour  of  Poniatovvlky,  two  laws  which 
w^reabfolutely  again  ft  him. 

The  firft  of  thefc  laws  forbade  every  native  ofPo^ 
lafid,  pofleffing  a  ftaroftie,  to  quit  the  kingdom. 

The  fecond  declared^  that  a  Polonefe  could  never 
take  charge,  at  a  foreign  cotirt,  of  the  dired^ion  of 
the  affairs  of  Saxony^  nor  a  Saxon  thofc  of  Poland. 

But  Bruhl  had  a  method  of  lilencing  the  Jaws, 
when  plficed  in  oppofition  to  his  will.  The  ncceffity 
0f  acquiring  an  afccndant  at  the  court  of  Ruflia, 
and  the  defirc  of  conciliating  farther  the  friendftiip  of 
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\ht  Ruffian  chancellor,  \^h6m  the  Saxon  regafjdcd>» 
one  of  his  principal  fopporters,  carried  every  thing 
before  them.  Poniatowlky  was  publicly  invefted  wit4i 
the  order  of  the  white  eagle,  and  very  foon  after* 
x^ards  a  fecret  council  was  held,  in  which  he  was 
nominated  itiinifter  plenipoteijtiary  of  the  republic, 
and  of  the  King  of  Poland,  to  the  EmprefsEHzabeth. 
They  did  not  even  deign,  on  this  occafiori,  to  af- 
femble  iho/enatus  concilium^  as  wai^  cuftomary. 

All  the  patriots  of  Poland  were  fired  with  indigna- 
tion. They  were  not  ignorant  that  the  new  pleni- 
potentiary was  the  creature  of  the  Czartorynfkies, 
and  the  partifan  of  England  and  of  PrufRa.     « 

Durand,  an  intelligent  and  courageous  man,  chargS 
des  affaires  from  France,  flew  to  the  Count  de  Bruhl 
to  reproach  him  with  the  choice  whifch  he  had  juft 
made,  at  a'  moment  ,when  it  was  of  fo  much  confe- 
guence  for,  Poland  to  keep  on  terms  with  the  courts 
of  Vienna  and  of  Verfailles.  The  County  de  Bruhl 
thought  to  deceive  the  agent  o(  France  by  a  falfe- . 
hood;  he  ailerted.that  he  had  been  in  no  degree  in- 
ilrumental  in  the  nomination  of  Poniatowlky ;  but, 
notwith (landing,  he  only  difplayed  greater  zeal  in 
haftening  his  departure. 

Become  the  patron  of  Poniatowlky,  the  Count  de 
Bruhl  negledled  nothing  in  order  to  procure  that 
fuccefs  which  might  juftify  his  choice.  He  was  in- 
formed of  that  Hate  of  formality  which  an  affedlation 
of  Afiatlc  luxury  eftablifhed  at  the  court  of  Ruffia. 
He  was  not  ignorant  that  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth  la- 
vilhed  on  her  favourites,  and  on  the  inventors  of  her 
fumptuous  and  jabfurd  fites^  the  money  which  (lie 
ought  to  have  employed  in  anfwering  the  exigencies 
of  the  empire  ;  he  knew,  in  a  word,  that  the  Grand- 
-  duke  and  the  Grand-dutchefs  languifhed  in  a  penury 
.  unbecoming  their  rank.  He  remitted  therefore,  to 
Poniatowlky  fix  thoufand  ducats,  that  he  might  lend 
them  to  the  Prince  and  his  confort  on  their  moft 
prcfling  occafioris,  and  to  conciliate  to  bimfelf,  by 
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tbi^  meatis,  their  entire  benevolence.  Poniatowiky 
very  Wfully  took  advantage  of  the  advice  and  thoi 
tnunificencc  of  Bruhl.  He  was  already  fecure  of  the 
heart  of  the  wife ;  and  very  fooa  became  fuccefaful 
with  the  hulbend.  He  fpoke  Epglifh  and  Gerinan 
Vith  him ;  he  dmnjf,  fmoked,  violently  abufed 
France  and  the  French,  arid  beftovved  exceflive  praifes 
on  the  King  of  Pruffia.  He  feigned  betides  to  be 
occupied  only  in  the  purfuit  of  pleafure.  But  the 
Poles,  the  Ruffians  themfelves  were  not  flow  of  pe- 
netrating into  his  ambitious  defigns,  and  maintained 
that  be  was  facrificing  ta  his  own  int(?refls  thofe  of 
his  mafter  aqd  of  the  Czartorynlkies  :  time  has  ihewn 
that  Ihey  were  not  miftaken. 

And  what  might  not  a  man  of  ability  then  efFe<5l  at 
the  court  of  Peterfburgh  ?  What  were  the  principal 
perfonages  of  this  court,  abandoned  to  ofteritation^ 
to  intrigue,  to  depravity  ? 

The  Emprefs  Elizabeth  bad  infenfibly  quitted  mo- 
derate pleafures  for  grofs  exccfs,  and  her  tafte  for  de* 
votion  augmented  with  that  for  voluptuoufnefs.  She 
continued  for  whole  hcnirs  on  her  knees  before  an 
image  to  which  (he  fpoke,  which  fhe  even  confulted; 
and  (he  pafled  by  turns  from  bigotry  to  debauchery, 
and  from  debauchery  to  bigotry.  She  frequently 
drank  to  intoxication,  and  too  fenfual,  too  impatient 
Jn  that  itatc,  (he  would  not  even  permit  herfelf  to  be 
undrefled.  Her  women  only  flightly  tacked  together 
the  clothes  with  which  they  drefled  her  in  the  morn- 
ing, that  they  might  take  them  off  in  the  evening 
with  a  few  touches  of  the  fciffars,  they  afterwards 
canicd  her  to  bed,  where  fhe  endeavoured  to  recover 
lirength  in  the  arms  of  a  new  gallant. 

The  Grand-dutchefs,  blinded  by  her  paffion,  and 
appearing  to  have  entirely  forgotten  that  prudehce 
which  had  been  fo  frequently  recommended  to  her 
by  her  mother,  and  of  which  ihe  underflood  how  to 
.  make  ufe  afterwards,  imitated  wHh  boldnefs  the  irre- 
gularities of  her  aunt.     She  followed  only  the  coun- 
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felsbf  BcftufcbefF,  ofWilliams,  the  Britifli  ambafla-r 
ddr,  and  of  Pbniatowiky,     A  foreigner  accordingly, . 
then  at  Peterflburgb,  remarked,  in  making  allufipr^ 
'to  thefe  three  men,  that  (he  could  not  fail  of  being' 
ill  condufted^  fince  (he  permitted  herfclfto  be  c}i-» 
r^6led  by  roguery,  folly  and  fatuity.     Poniatowlk)? 
never  quitted  ber,r   She  confecrated  to  him  ber  wholief 
days  and  nights;  and  obferved  fo  little  myftery  in 
this   commerce,  that  all   the   Ru(Hains  accufed  the 
young  Polonefe  of  being  the  father  of  the  child  which 
(he  then  carried  in  her  womb.     This  child  was  the 

Princefs  Anne,  of  whom  the  Grand-^ 
A.  D.  1758.     dutchefs  was  delivered  foon  after,  and 

who  died  almoft  as  fpon  as  born, 
Thit  Grand-duke  was  the  only  perfon  at  court  ^;^hQ 
did  not  yet  perceive  the  irregularities  of  the  Grand-p 
.  dutchefs.  But  whether  it  was,  that  though  he  might 
be  in  a  condition  to^fatisfy  the  love  with  which  (he 
formerly  infpired  him,  this  love  became  immediately 
cold,  or  whether  it  was  that  the  repngnance  which  he 
obierved  in  her  caufed  the  fame  feeling  in  himfelf,*ha 
approached  her  but  very  rarely.  This  Prince  befides 
abandoned  himfelf  more  than  eV^r  to  his  mania  of 
aping  the  King  of  Pruflia ;  he  imitated,  with  a  puerile 
afFedtation,  the  air,  the  manners,  the  tone  of  this  moT 
iiarch.  He  made  his  little  troop  at  Oranienbaiinfi 
wear  the  Pruflian  uniform,  and  a(rumed  it  himfelf  $ 
he  fatigued  his  ibldiers  by  ufelefs  Yn^noeuvres  and  ^]^r 
ercifes ;  from  thefe  he  pa(Icd  to  the  excefies  of  th(^ 
table,  and  when  he  was  drunk,  announced  th^t  b© 
Would  one  day  be  the  cpnqueror  of  the  northj  an4 
would  imitate  Frederick  in  every  thing.  But  bow 
wide  a  difFerenfce  was  there  betwcqn  the  imitator  and 
the  model  i 

The  Grand-chancellor,  occupied  inceflantly  in  his 
projedl;  of  vilifying,  of  calun^niating  this  Prince,1and 
in  encouraging  the  propcnfities  of  the  Grand-dutchefs, 
in  hope  that,  when  (lie  afcended  the  throne,  (he 
would  maintain  hiiji  in  his  place,  forgQt  the  inter 
"^  .  H  2  refts 
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refts  of  the  empire  to  attend  folely  to  his  own.  The 
other  niiniflers,  who  for  tht  moft  part  were  only  his 
tools,  didexadlly  the  fame. 

The  RhzoumofFskies,  the  SchouwalofFs,  the  Tfcho- 
glokofFs,  the  Narifchkins,  the  WoronzofFs,  and  the 
croud  of  courtiers  who  witnefled  the  degradation  of 
their  rulers,  defpifed  and  flattered  them  in  the  moft 
contemptible  manner. 

The  people^  who  could  ealily  perceive  the  difbrders 
of  the  court,  feemed  not  to  dare  to  raife  their  eyes 
to  it.  They  revered,  in  Elizabeth,  thp  blood  of  Pe-^ 
ter  I.  without  difturbing  thcmfelves  about  her  vices ; 
fo  great  ftill  was  the  influence  of  the  impulfion 
given  by  the  defpotic  reformer  of  Ruflia  !  fo  much 
is  the  Riiflian  formed  for  an  implicit  fervitude. 

As  foon  as  the  Grand-chancellor  Befl:ufcheff^  had 
accompliihed  the  reconciliation '  of  the  court  of  Vi- 
enna with  that  of  Peterfburgh,  the  Emprefs  Eliza- 
beth, and  Maria  Therefa  of  Aufliria,  formed  againft 
the  King  of  Pruliia  an  alliance  ofFenfive  and  de- 
fenfive,  to  which  the  King  of  Poland,  Auguftus  III. 
had  acceded  as  Ele<3or  of  Saxony. 

The  Englilh  and  French,  regarded,  with  reafon,  a3 
the  two  firft  nations  of  Europe,  and  formed  for  recipro- 
cal efleem,  feemed  capable  only  of  hating  each  other. 
The  right  of  pofrefl[ion  of  fome  uncultivated  lands  in 
America  renewed  the  war  bet\yecn  them  ;  and  this 
firfi  fpark,  ifliiing  from  the  extremities  of  Canada,', 
occafioned  a  conflagration  which  fooq  fet  on  fire  th6 
two  worlds.  Frederick  II.  became  the  ally  of  Eng- 
land, and,  always  the  ^dverfary  of  Marla-Therefa  and 
of  Auguflus  III.  commenced  his  hofl:iHties  by  the  in- 
vafion  of  Spxony,  and  by  the  capture  of  the  whole 
Saxon  aimy,  entrenched  in  the  camp  of  Pirna,  and 
compofed  of  feventeen  Ihoufand  men.  During  this 
period  another  Pruflian  army  entered  Bohemia,  and 
beat  the  Auftrians  in  two  or  three  rencounters. 

The  Kmprefs  Elizabeth  fcntFicld-marcfchal  Apra- 
xin  with  forty  thoufand  Ruflians,  to  avenge  the  Elec- 
tor 
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tor  of  Saxony,  and  to  aflift  Maria-Tbercfa  in  driving 
the  Pruffians  from  Bohemia,  and  in  recovering Silefia, 
which  fifteen  years  before  Frederick  had  taken  from 
her.  Apraxin  foon  put  himfelf  in  pofleffion  of  Me- 
mel,  and  advanced  afterwards  almoft  up  to  Grofs- 
JoegerfdorfF,  where  the  Pruffians,  commanded  by 
Mareifchai  Lewald,  came  to  attack  him.  The  viftory  ^ 
was  for  a  long  time  difputed,  but  at  laft  it  remained 
with  the  Ruffians,  who,  after  having  killed  more 
than  two  thoufand  men  of  the  Pruffians^  oblfged 
them  to  quit  the  field  of  battle,  and  to  l^ve  behind 
them  twenty-nine  pieces  of  cannon. 

If  Apraxin  had  profited  by  this  firft  advantage,  and 
by  the  terror  which  he  had  juft  infpired,  he  might 
eafily  have  marched  on  to  Berlin.     But,  to  the  great 
aftoniihment  of  the  Ruffians,  and  to  the  fcandaJ  of 
their  allies,  he  fell  back  towards  Courland,  and  haf- 
tened  to  eftablifh   himfelf  in  winter  quarters.     The 
following  is  the  motive  of  this  conduct.  The  Grand- 
duke,  in  defpair  at  feeing  Jiis  aunt  give  affiftance 
againfl:  a  monarch  whom  he  idolized,  made  applica- 
tion to  Beliiifcheff  to  perfu^de  him  tojecal  the  Ruf- 
fians.    BeftnlchefF  did  not  like  Frederick,   and  was 
on  the  contrary  one  of  the  mod  ardent  friends  of  the 
court  of  Vienna.     He  leaft  bf  all  wifhed  to  do  any 
thing  w^hich  might  give  pleafure  to  the  Grand-duke. 
But  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth  having  juft  fallen  fick, 
the  Grand-duke  might  in  a  day  or  two  afcend  the 
throne ;  and  BeftufcheflT  wifhing,  at  whatever  price, 
to  maintain   his  authority,  facrificed  his  hatred,  his 
affections,  the  honour  of  the  empire,  to  his  ambitipn. 
He  gave  orders  to  Field-marefchal  Api^axin  to  re- 
nounce his  cpnquefts  and  to  return  ;  but  the  chaur. 
ccilcfr  was  for  this  once  the  dupe  of  his  own  policy.  ' 
Although  Beftufcheff  had  .made   himfelf  a  great 
nuiober  of  partifans,  and  a  ftill  greater  number  of 
tools,  be  hnd  alfo  man^'  enemies,  and  thefe  enemies 
had  a  glin;ipfe  of  the  means  qf  ruining  him,  which    . 
i}]c.y  Jaid  hold  of  with  avidity^     They  perceived  that 
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Jt  wduld  be  V^fy  eafy  for  them  to  caufe  hatred  and 
diforder  to  fiic<:eed  the  coldnefs  which  had  fub(iftc4 
for  a  long  time  between  the  Grand-duk-e  and  the 
Grand-dutchfcfs,  and  that  they  might  procure  the 
punilhment  of  Beftufcheff  for  having  been  the  pri- 
inary  caufe,  not  only  of  thefe  difagreements,  but  even 
(^  <>f  thfc  edrangement  of  the  Empreis  from  hpr  ne- 
phew. ♦ 

This  plan  well  digefted,  they  began  by  making  the 
I'rince  obfcrve  the  frequent  converfations  which  Po- 
niatowlky  had  with  the  Grand-^utchefe.  Their  g^ef- 
tures  were  watched  ;  care  was  taken  to  tatch  at  thcr 
moft  trifling  words  which  efcaped  them^  and, which 
could  ferve  as  the  pretext  to  fome  allufion.  One 
night,  among  other*,  that  the  Grand-dutchefs  wa^ 
at  table  in  the  midft  of  a  numerous  company,  and 
oppofite  to  Poniatowlky,  the  conyerfation  turned 
tipon  the  addrefs  which  fome  ladies  had  in  managing 
horfes,  and  of  the  dangers  to  which  they  expofed 
themfelves  in  this  exercife,  Catharine,  who  had  her 
eyes  fixed  upon  h^r  lover,  replied  with  vivacity ; 
**  There  are  few  women  (o  courageous  as  I  am  ;.  I 
^  pofliefs  unbridled  temerity."  Thefe  words  were 
inftantly  reported  to  the  Grand-duke,  who  was  eafily 
furniihed  with  the  mode  of  making  a  malignant  ap- 
plication of  them. 

.  When  the  jealoufy  of  the  Grand-duke  was  oncej 
awakened,  th«y  were  in  hafte  to  furnifh  him  wjtb 

}3ofitive  proofs  of  the  love  of  his  wife  for  the  Po** 
on€fe,^and  of  the  criminal  commerce  which  they  car- 
ried on.  The  Prince  was  overwhelmed,  thunder- 
,  flruck.  He  deplored  his  misfortvine  and  his  impru- 
d^ence.  He  laid  afide  the  deference,  the  refpe<5l 
which  he  had  till  then  cxprefled  for  the  Qrand-dut- 
chefs,  and  be  forbade  Poniatowfky  her  prefence.  Hq 
afterwards  haftencd  to  the  Emprefs,  from  whom  he 
demanded  vengeance  for  the  infult  he  bad  received. 
He  told  her  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  chanoellor  hac| 
aptcnly  encouraged  the  irregularitiesdf  the  Grand* 
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dutckefs,  but  had  likewife  frequently  betrayed  clirea 
the  confidence  of  his  auot  herfelf.  He  finally  made 
her  acquainted .  with  the  order  fent  by  thid  mimfter 
to  Field-marefcbai  Apraxin,  to  iDake  him  evacuate 
Pruffia. 

The  Eraprefs,  touched  with  the  grief  of  her  ne-^- 
phew,  and  indignant  at  the  perfidy  of  BeftufchefF^ 
gave  inrimediate  orders  for  his  arrefl.  The  chancel-* 
lor  was  at  the  fame  tinie  deprived  o(his  place,  judged, 
declared  guilty  of  bigh-treafon,  and  condemned  to 
lofe  bis  bead ;  but  Elixabetb  contented  herfelf  with 
banifhing  him  to  Goretowo.  Thus  pafJed  in  an  in- 
flant  from  power  to  flavery,  the  man'whofe  word  alone 
caufed  Ruffia  to  tremble,  and  who  had  an  influeoce 
over  the  deiiiny  of  a  confiderable  part  of  Europe. 
.  Count  Michael  WoronzofF  fucceeded  Befiufcheff 
in  the  office  of  Grand-chancellor. 

The  Grand- dutchefs,  to  whom  the  refentment  of 
ber  hufband  fei^med  to  prefage  the  moft  dreadful  coti- 
(equences,  beheld  herfelf  immediately  in  ^  flate'of  to- 
taLnegledl.  The  courtiers  who  had  been  her  grcatefl 
flatterers  were  the  firfl  to  abandon  her.  She.  was 
fenfible  how  impnident  fhe  bad  been,  but  did  nofe 
lofe  courage.  Wifhin^  to  empfloy  ^that  eloquence 
which  had  formerly  fucceeded  fo  well  with  the  Ehi?* 
prefs',  fhe  demanded  an  audience  of  this  Princefe : 
Elizabeth  fefufed  her.  Catharine  then  tboiugbt  it  her 
duty  to  make  application  to  the  French  kmbaffidor, 
beeaufe,  both  on  account  of  bis  iituation  and  frorai 
his  perfonal  merit,  this  miniftcr  enjoyed  high  favour. 
She  conjured  him  to  intercede  for  her,  and  torepre- 
fent  to  the  Emprefs  that  (he;  was  overwhelmed  with 
Jher  dii^race,  and  that  as  fhe  had,  been  {o  unfortunate 
as  to  dSpIeafe  her,  her  repentance  merited  a  pardon.  . 

The  ambaflfador  lavifiied  on  this  Princ.efs  all  the 
conjfolations  and  the  counfels  which  his  policy  could 
fuggeft  to  him,  bat  he  did  not  concibive  it  his  duty 
jtp  take»  upon  himfelf  the  charge  of  bringing  about 
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.  a  reconciliation  which  appeared  to  him  very  difficulty 
and  which  he  defpaircd  of  efFe<5lipg. 

C!atharine  remained  then  for  fomc  time  in  this  pain- 
ful fituation.  She  had  to  fupport  at  the  fame  time 
the  hatred  qf  the  Grand-duke,  the  difdain  of  the  Em- 
prefs,  the  infulting  dereliftion  of  a  court  which  fome, ' 
days  before  haftened  to  cringe  at  her  feet,  and,  what 
^iHicfted  her  ftill  more,  the  apprehenfion  of  lofing 
Poniatowflcy  for  ever. 

Poniatowfky  was  not  left  tormented  than  her. 
The  court  of  Warfaw  had  juft  recalled  him,  and  he 
could  not  refolve  on  quitting  Ruffia.  Feigning  in- 
difpoiition,  he  kept  himfelf  during  the  day  concealed 
in  his  hotel,  and  at  night  ftole  myfterioufly  fo  the 
Grand-dutqhefs.  But  numerous  fpies  obferved  this 
pair  :  their  interviews  were  difcovered,  and  care  was 
taken  to  render  an  account  of  them  to  the  Emprefs. 
.  Upon  the  return  of  the  fummer  feafon,  the  diffi- 
culties of  meeting  each  other  ftill  increafed.  The 
Grand-dutchefs  was  under  a  neceffity  of  following 
Kcr  huft)and  to  Oranienbaum,  and  Poniatowlky  was 
obliged  to  employ  every  fpecies  of  difguife  in  order 
to  penetrate  into  this  caftle.  One  night  that  he  had 
been  at  confiderable  pains  to  conceal  his  ribbon  of 
the  White  Eagle,  he  was  walking  in  an  alley  of  the 
park  where  Catharine ' had  given  him  the  meeting; 
he  was  recognized  by  a  fervant,  who  ran  ^  give  this 
.information  to  the  Grand-duke'.  The  Prince,  wifh- 
ing  to  avenge  himfelf , on  Poniatowfky,  immediately 
prdcred  the  ftouteft  of  his  Ruffian  officers  to  be  fum- 
moned,  and,  after  having  given  one  of  them  the  fig- 
nal  by  which  to  diftinguiffi  the  Polonefe,  he  ordered 
him  to  go  and  iurprife  him  in  the  park,  and  to  bring 
him,  either  by  fair  means  or  by  force,  tO"  the  corps- 
de-garde.  . 

The  Ruffian  immediately  fet  out,  joined  the  man 
who  had  /-been  pointed  out  to  him,  and  demanded 
who  he  was,  and  what  he  ^wanted  ?    Poniatowfky  re- 
plied. 
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plied  that  he  was  a  German  taylor,  and  that  he  ha4 
come  to  Oranienbaum  to  take  meafwre  of  a  Holf. 
teinefe  officer  for  a  coat,  "  I  have  orders  to  conduA 
*^  you  to  the  corps-de-garde,"  faid  .the  Ruffian  to 
him.  ^*^  I  cannot  confent  to  this ;  I  have  not  fuffi- 
**  cient  time,"  replied  the  Polonefe. — *^  Oh  !  whether 
^^  thou  hafl:  time  or  not,  thou  muft  follow  me ;"  re- 
plied the  Ruffian:  and  throwinga  handkerchief  over 
his  neck,  in  which  he  had  made  a  flip-knot,  he 
dragged  him  to  the  fort. 

As.foon  as  the  Grand-duke  was  fure  of  the  arreft 
of  Poniatowlky,  he  aiicmbled  a  council  of  war,  and 
infifted  that  the  Polonefe  fhould  be  condemned  io  the 
gallows,  for  having  intrude^  clandeftinely  within  the 
limits  of  his  fortifications.  General  Tottleben,  whom 
theEmprefs  had  placed  about  him  in  order  to  watch 
his  condudl,  pretended  to  applaud  this  refolution; 
but  he  obferved,  that  as  Poniatowfky  vvas  in  veiled 
with  the  charader  of  a  foreign  minifter  this  fentencc  * 
could  not  be  executed  till^  after  they  had  obtained 
the  approbation  of  the  Emprefs.  A  courier  was  im- 
mediately difpatchcd  to  Pcterfburgh.  Kratfchinlky 
attached  to  Poniatowlky,  by  the  ties  of  friendlhip, 
and  by  the  title  of  gentleman  of  the  embafiy,  and 
lover  of  the  Countefs  of  RomanzofF,  employed  this 
laid  with  Elizabeth,  whole  confidant  (he  was,  to  pre- 
vail on  her  to  reftore  the  Polifh  minifter  to  liberty. 
During  this  time  fome  courtiers  of  the  Grand-duke 
had,  at  the  infligation  of  Catharine,  tempted  the 
avarice  of  the  Prince's  miftrefs ;  and  through  the 
medium  of  a  fum  of  money,  this  young  woman  had 
perfuaided  her  lover  to  releafe  Poniatowlky. 

•Poniatowlky  was  then  condnfted  into  the  prefence 
pf  the  Grand-duke,  as  if  the  Prince  had  begn  ftill  ig- 
porant  who  his  prifoner  Was.  He  affiimed  even  the 
air  of  being  hurt  that  he  had  been  treated^with  fo  ' 
much  indignity  on  his  account,  and  fcolded  the  offi- 
cer who  arretted  him  ;  but  he  afterwards  amufed  him- 
felf  greatty  with  this  adventure,  and  took  pleasure 

•     above 
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tlbbvt  all  things  to  relate' it  in  the  prefencc  of  the 
Grand-dutchefs. 
,  It  was  a  fhort  time  before  thrs^  that,  whether  yield- 
ing to  an  involuntary  inclination,  or  whether  he  wi(h- 
ed  to  indemnify  himfclf  for  the  infidelities  of  his  wife, 
.  the  Grand-duke  had  chofen  for  a  miftreft,  one  of  the 
daughters  of  the  Senator  WoronzofF,  brother  of  the 
new  cbancdtlor.  Thefe  ladies  were  three  fitters ; 
the  eldeft  of  whom.  Madam  de  Boutoiirlin,  pafl€4 
with  reafon  for  one  of  the  nrioft  beautiful  and  moft 
coquettifti  women  in  Ruffia.  The  youngeft,  who  has 
fince  performed  fo  courageous  a  part  under  the  name 
ef  the  Princefs  D'AfchkofF,  was  not  very  bandfome, 
but  lively  and  very  intelligent.  As  to  the  third, 
^Elizabeth  Roraanowna  Wort^izofF,  to  whom  the 
Grand-duke  gave  the  title  of  CoGntefs^  and  of  whom 
he  was  fo  paflionately  enamoured,  (he  poflefled  neither 
^it,  grace,  nor  beauty.  Her  complaifance  feduced 
him,  her  caprices  amufed  bim,  and  the  habit  of  liv- 
ing with  her  became  very  foon  to  him  an  imperious 
neceffity.  The  fenator  Woronzoff,  a  mean  and  am- 
bitious courtier,  proftituted  hi§  daughter  tp  the  Prince 
in  the  bafeft  manner. 

Marefchal  Apraxin  was  deprived  of  the  command, 
fent  prifoner  to  Narva,  and  tried  by  a  council  of 
war,  which  had  predetermined  not  tor  jbring  him  iq 
guilty. 

General*  Fermer,  who  fucqpeded  Apraxin,  took 
pofleffion  of  Koenigfberg,  impofe^d  heavy  contribu- 
tions, went  to  lay  liege  to  Kuftrin,  beat  a  Pruffia'n 
army,  flew  to  the  fuccotir  of  thjs  place,  and  entered 
in  triumph  into  the  city.  After  fo  fortunate  a  cam-? 
paign,  Fermer  knowing  the  attachment  of  the  Grand- 
duke  to  the  Pruffians,  and  apprehending  that  this 
Prince  might  one  day  punifh  him  for  his  vi<itories, 
made  the  flate  of  his  health  a  pr^stext  for  demanding 
permifllon  to  retire. 

SoltikofF  fucceeded  to  Fermer,  and  obtained  a  fcr 
rics  of  fuccefles  no  lefs  brilliant.    He  conquered  fuc- 
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-  oeliif^ely,  the  Frufli^ns,  jnear  Croflen  and  Fr3nckf0rt*' 
»pon-the-Oder,  and  made  bimfelf  mailer  of  theie 
two  cities.  At  Fraqckfort  the  Ruffians  were  joined 
by  the  Auftrian  army,  commanded  by  Generals 
liudohn^  and  Haddick.  Frederick,  who  had  in  vaia 
exhaufted  ail  bis  talents  and  his  at5livity  to  prevent 
this  jun<Sion,  attacked  the  Ruffians  at  KunerfilorfE 
But  bis  military  ikill,  his  exertions,  and  the  valour 
of  hi^  troops,  were  ftill  unavailing  ;  he  beheld  vidory 
torn  from  him.  The  battle  of  KunerfdoriF  was  one 
of  the  mod  bloody  of  that  war,  as  two  and  thirty 
thoufand  men  loft  their  lives  in  it.  The  Ruffians 
took  feven  thoufand  prifoners,  and  carried  off  lix^ 
and-twenty  pair  of  colours,  a  hundred  and  fixty 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  great  part  of  tbeammunitipn 
and  baggage  of  thje  Pruflian  army*  It  feemed  as  if 
all  the  Ruffian  erenerals  had  an  invincible  afcendanfc 
over  Frederick.  However,  this  monarch  had  the  ad-^ 
vantage,  not  only  of  knowing  their  orders,  and  their 
plans  of  the  campaign,  which  the  Grand-duke  tranC* 
mitted  tq  him  by  means  of  the  fecf^ry.of  ftate, 
Voflcoff,  but  likewife  that  of  being  frequently  guided 
by  thera* 

A.  D.  I75p.  General  Soltikoff,  reftrained  without 
fioubt  by  ihe  fame  motives  which  influenced  his  two 
predecelfors,  appeared  to  difdain  attempting  any  new 
yi<9orie6,  and  remained  in  a  ftate  of  inadion  till  the 
clofe  of  the  campaign. 

A.  D.  1760.  The  following  year,  the  Ruffian  ge- 
neral, Tottieben,  fecpnded  by  the  Auttrian  general, 
Jjafcy,  took  poiieffion  of  Berlin,  made  the  garrifoa 
prifoners  of  war,  laid  the  inhabitants  under  contri-^ 
pution,  and  permitted  his  foldiers  to  carry  off  the 
piQurCvS^  arid  to  mutilate  a  part  of  the  beautiful  fta- 
tues  of  the  gallery  of  Churlottenburgh. 

A,  D.  176  J.  Thp  courtiers,  envious  of  the  glory  of 
Soltikoff,  the  Grand-duke  and  the  au;b:iflador  of 
England,  Keith,  provoked  at  thofe  talents  which 
^ere  •  oppofed  to  Frederick,  the  miniflers  of  Auftria 
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and  of  France,  more  dilcontented  ftill,  that  he  had 
not  done  every  thing  which  he  might  have  done  ;  all 
parties,  in  a  word,  confpired  to  form  a  cabal  againft 
this  general,  and  cailfed  him  to  be  fuperfeded  by  the 
Marefchal  Boutourlin. 

However,  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth  had  totally  loft 
her  health,  and  the  neceiSty  of  taking  fome  rcpofe, 
added  to  her  natural  indolence,  made  her  more  than 
ever  negledlful  of  bufinefs.     Scarcely  could  the  new 
Orand-chancellor  WoronzofF  prevail  on  her  to  give 
her  fignature  ;  fhe  only  found  refolution  to  abandon 
herfelf  to  pleafure.     Banquets,  balls,  mafquerades. 
Hill  occupied  her  attention.     She  went  to  the  play 
ai  eleven  in  the  evening,  pailed  the  reft  of  the  night 
at  table,  an<^'  went  to  bed  at  five  in  the  morning. 
The  moft  important  affairs  appeared  to  her  only  as 
mere  trifles.     Informed  of  her  nephew's  attachment 
to  the  young  Woronzoff^,  to  whom  (lie  presently  gave 
the  nickname  of  Pompadour,  (he  took  pleafure  in 
making  her  repeat  the  moft  minute  details  of  their 
orgies,  and  feemed  to  feek  in  them  an  apology  for 
her  own  weaknefles ;  but  did  not  the  lefs  difplay  to 
the  Prince  an  indifferent  and  frequently  a  repulfivc 
countenance. 

The  Grand-dutchefs,  who  awaited  with  impatience 
the  moment  which  was  to  reconcile  the  Emprefe  to 
her,  thought  it  her  duty,/  after  a  pretty  long  filence,  > 
to  renew  her  attempts.  She  demanded  pardon,  but 
it  could  not  be  granted,  except  on  conditions  which 
Ihocked  her.  A  propofal  was  made  to  her  to  acknow- 
ledge herfelf  guilty,  arid  to  throw  herfelf  on  the  cle- 
mency of  her  huft)and'and  of  the  Emprefs 

Catharine  upon  this  recovered  all  h.er  haughtinefs. 
She  avoided  making  her .  appearance  at  court,  kept 
herfelf  (hut  up  in  her  apartments,  and  afked  permif- 
fion  of  the  Emprefs  to  retire  into  Germany,  a  per- 
miflion  which  ihe  was  very  certain  would  not  be 
granted,  fince  knowing  the  extreme  tendernefs  of 
Elizabeth  for  the  young  Paul  Petrpwitz;  ihe  had  hq, 
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reafon  to  apprehend  that  thi^  Princefs  would  confent 
to  remove  the  mothef  of  a  child  whom  fhe  would  by 
that  expofe  to  the  hazard  of  being  one  day  declared 
a  baClard.  This  proje<Sl  of  Catharine's  procured  the 
wi(hed-for  fuccefs :  an  accommodation  followed  it 
immediately.  At  the  very  moment  when  flie  was 
thought  to  be  completely  ruined,  and  to  the  gre^t 
aftoni(hment  of  all  the  courtiers,  Ihe  made  her  ap- 
pearance at  the  play  by  the  fid^  of  the  Emprefs,  who 
iaviflied  carefles  on  her, 

ft  is  true,  that  in  the  fecret  converfation  which  the 
Grand-dutchefs  had  with  Elizabeth,  {he  promifed  not 
to  fee  Poniatowlky  any  more,  and  from  this  moment 
in  reality  fhe  infufed  a  much  greater  portion  of  re- 
ferve  into  her  conduct.  Poniatowlky  demanded  al- 
moft  immediately  his  audience  of  leave.  But,  as 
anibition  ftill  more  than  love  attached  him  to  Catha- 
rine,  and  as  he  was  willing  to  negleft  nothing  that 
might  kindle  ftill  fiirther  a  flame,  which  fince.  thea 
procured  him  the  throne  of  Poland^  he  found  new 
pretexts  to  protra6l  ftill  longer  his  ftay  in  Ruffia. 

The  cabal  formed  by  BeftufchefF  had  not  been 
qualhed  by  the  difgrace  of  that  minifter,  and  the 
enemies  of  the  Grand-duke  continued  on  every  oc- 
cafion  to  injure  him  in  the  good  opinion  of  Tils  aupt. 
They  above  all  took  advantage  of  the.indifpofition  of 
this  Princefs,  to  perfuade  her  that  the  Grand-jdukc 
was,  rejoiced  at  the  fituation  in  which  fhe  was,  and 
exprefled  the  utmoft  impatience  to  enjoy  his  inherit- 
ance. The  Emprefs,  already  too  much  exafperated 
againft  hfcr  nephew,  was  cruelly  wounded  by  this 
report.  In  the  firft  emotions  of  her  anger,  a  menace 
efcaped  her  of  depiiving  him  of  the  throne.  Some 
people  imagined  from  this,  that  fl^e  would  give  the. 
inheritance  to  Prince  Ivan,  whom  fhe  bad  dethroned 
twenty  years  before,  and  who  languifhed  in  a.  dun- 
geon. Others  thought  with  greater  reafon  that  Ibe 
had  a  defign  of  putting  Paul  Petrowitz  in  her  places 
A  fQW  days  afterwards,  at  a  time  when  the  Grand- 
duke 
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duke  was  at  Oranicnbatim^  fhe  gave  orders^  all  ki 
ijince^  tK^it  dn  exhibition  iliould  be  prepared,  and 
I56ntrary  to  ber  gepefal  cttftofrn,  fhe  neither  inviteid  to 
it  the  foreign  minifters,  nor  her  courtiers.  The  Grand- 
dutcbefSj  her  fon.  and  the  irioft  intimsite  favouritejl 
alone  a<5conlpaniea  hfer.  Scarcely  had  (he  entered 
into  her  box  when  fhe  cdmplairled  on  beholding  fo 
few  fpe<ftators,  ahd  faid  that  the  foldiers  of  ber  guard 
muft  be  called  in.  On  a  fudden  the  theatre  waa 
filled  with  thetli.  Th^ri  taking  in  her  arms  the  young 
Paill  P^tfowitz,  fhe  prelentcd  him  to  tbefe  ancient 
warriors  to' whom  fhe  was  indebted  for. the  throne; 
and  commending  the  graces,  the  interefting  phyfio- 
nomy^  the  dawning  qualities  of  the  heart  and  rhind 
of  the  child,  (he  appeared  to  demand  for  him  the 
feme  good  will  from  them  which  they  had  manifefted 
.  towards  herfelf..  The  foldiers  replied  by  fhouts  of 
applaufe.  Had  Elizabeth  explained  herfelf  any  far- 
ther^ the  Grand-duke  would  nave  been  for  ever  ex- 
cluded from  the  throne ;  but,  notwitbftanding  the- 
enthufiafm  of  her  guards,  that  Princefs  flopped  fhort* 
Perhaps  fhe  thought  it  was  neceflary  for  her  to  know 
thdir  difpofitions,  in  order  that  fbe  might  execute  her 
projeft  with  greater  precaution  and  folemnity  ;  per- 
haps, likewife,  it  was  only  her  intention  to  intimidate 
the  Grand-duke. 

The  news  of  this  fcene  very  foon  fpread  abroad, 
and  engaged  the  attention  of  many  of  the  courtiers. 
A  lying  report  was  then  revived^  without  doubt  def- 
titute  of  all  foundation,  but  wfcich  was  fectetly  given 
credit  to  at  fhe  birth  of  Paul  Petrowitz.  It  was  pre-^ 
tended  that  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth  had  gained  over 
the  aurfe  of  the  Grand-dutchefsV  child,,  and  had 
caufed  her  to  fubftitute  in  his  place  a  fon  whom  fhe 
had  had  by  RazoumofFsky. 

However,  whatever  might  be  the  defigns  of  the 
Emprefs  Elizabeth,  death  did  not  allow  her  fufficient 
time  to  accomplifh  them.  A  few  days  after  what  fhe 
had  done  at  the  theatre  in  favour  of  the  young  Prince^ 

fhe 


{he  felt  her  health  fenfibly  decline.  She  fuflfered  vio- 
lent pains  in  her  boweb  which  nothing  coiild  alfe- 
viate;  and  to  dift'ra6l  her  attention,  (he  drank  to 
greater  excefe^han  ever.  In  vain  her  phyiicians  re- 
prefented  to  her  that  fhe  herfelf  would  ihorten  hef 
days,  ^n  vain  did  the  people  who  attended  her  en- 
deavour to  keep  ftrong  Hiquprs  from  her  ;  Ihe  would 
conftantly  have  in  her  chamber  a  cheft,,  the  key  of 
which  fhe  kept  under  her  bolfler.  It  was  evident 
now,  that  her  end  muft  be  infallibly  approaohihg. 
The  intriguing  part  of  the  court  became  reanimated, 
and  divided  tbemfclves  into  two  parties  cxtr<^ely  op- 
p&fite. 

The  iirfl:  was  formed  of  the  remainder  of  the  friends 
of  BeftufchefF,  who  always  caballed  in  favour  of  the 
Graad-dutckefs,  and  of  whom,  after  the  exile  of  the 
Grand-chancellor,  Count  Ivan-Ivanowitfch-Schbu* 
walofF  was  declared  the  chief,*  although  he  vvas  in 
reality  but  t^ie  inftrument,  Schouwal<;)ff,  whofe  ava- 
rice caufed  the  Ruffian  merchants  to  tremble,  and 
whofe  infolent  knavery  filled  the  Grand-duke  wlthr 
indignation,  SchouwaloiF  perceived  very  diftinclly 
that  his  power  and  good  fortune  were  in  great  danger 
of  terminating  with  the  life  of  Elizabeth,  and  faw 
DO  other  means  of  efcaping  the  vengeance  of  the 
Prince,  than  by  barrings  bis  accefs  to  the  throne. 
Guided  by  a  man  more  bold  than  himfelf,  accoKd- 
ing  to  the  plan  traced  almoft  twenty  years  before  by 
BeftufcheiF,  and  fopporting  himfelf  by  the  well-known 
intentions  of  the  Emprefs,  he  gave  confent  that  the 
Grand-duke  fhould  be  elected  foyereign  of  Ruffia, 
but  wifhed  that  the  regency  (hould  be  conferred 
on  the  Grand-dutchefs,  under  the  authority  .X)f  a 
council,  of  which  he  modcftly  referved  to  himfelf  the 
place  of  one  of  the  principal  me^ibers. 

Although  fecretly  irritated  to  fee  what  Ivan  Schou- 
walofF  dcfigned  for  himfelf  in  this  partition,  the 
Grand-dutchefs  feconded,  with  all  her  efforts,  the 
proj^6l  of  thijs  favourite.    She  was  animated  by  a 
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double  motive,  fear  and  ambition.  But  the  iriore  fttf 
defined  to  obtain  the  fupreme  power,  the  nKxrc  fhe  %    ' 

concealed  this  defire.  In  the  eyes  of  thofe  who  ap^ 
proached  her  but  feldom,  flie  conceaied  her  plans 
under  an  apparent  indifference;  and  inceflantly  re- 
peated to  her  moft  intimate  confidants,  "  that  (he  ' 
*'  preferred  the  title  of  mother  to  the  Emperor,  to  • 
"that  of  his  confdrt/'  On  the  other  hand,  {he  could 
Dot  but  be  fenfible  that  fince  hqr  infidelities  were 
known  to  the  Grand-duke,  fhe  had  every  thing  to 
dread  from  that  Prince.  He  made  no  fecret  of  his 
hatred  for  her,  and  had  frequently  given  her  mani- 
feft  proofs  of  it* 

The  fecond  party  which  divided  the  court,  and 
fupported  the  rights  which  the  Grand-duke  had  to 
the  throne,  was  conducted  by  the  fenatqr  WoronjzofF, 
brother  of  the  new  Grandrchancellor.  This  man  was 
at  the  fame  time  the  moft  ambitious  and  the  meaneft 

■ 

man  in  all  Ruffia.  He  poflefled  wit  and  courage, 
but  he  employed  his  wit  only  in  contriving  the  means 
of  intrigue,  and  his  courage  in  braving  contempt- 
His  daughter  was  publicly  the  miftrefs  of  the  Grand- 
duke  ;  and  the  fenator  who,  as  has  been  already  (aid, 
had  himfelf  prepared,  nay  formed  this  connexion, 
neglected 'nothing  which  could  render  the  tie  ftill 
firmer.  The  accefs  which  he  had  to  the  Grand-duke 
fuyniflied  him  with  frequent  occafions  of  irritating 
him  ftill  further  againft  the  Grand-dutchefs,  and  of 
converfing  with  him  refpeding  what  he  (hould  do  on 
his  acceffion  to  the  throne.  He  got  fuch  complete 
pofleffion  of  his  confidence,  that  this  Prince  refolved 
on  nothing  without  firft  confulting  him,  or  without 
advertifing  him  of  it  through  the  medium  of  his 
daughter:  Finally,  in  compliance  .with  the  inftiga- 
tions  of  Woronzoft,  and  of  fome  other  courtiers  de-? 
voted  to  this  fenator,  the  Grand-duke  refolved  to 
aflfemble  the  troops  at  the  moment  when  the  Em- 
prefs's  eyes  (hould  be  clofed,  to  caufe  himfelf  fo  be 
proclaimed  Emperor,  to  repudiate  the  Graqd-dutchefs, 


to  <ieclare  the  young  Paul  Petrowitz  a-baftard^  and 
pu|)licly  to  efpoufe  his  miftrefs  Romanowna  Wb; 
IronzofF. 

Every  tiling  feemed  to  eiifure  the  fuecefs  of:  this 
enterprife.  The  Grand-duke,  it  is  true,  did  riotgivfe 
ifatisfacStion  to  his  courtiers,  but  he  was  ftill  rejfpe(fte3 
by  the  people  who  beheld  in  him  the  defcendabt  of 
•Peter  I.  WoronzofF  had,  befides,  afargreatei'  portion 
of  addrefs  than  SchouwalofF^  and  he  vvas  well,  afTured 
that  England  would  furnifti  him  with  confider^ble 
fupplies,      .  .•'  .  '  >:  '  ' :' 

In  the  mid  A  of  donfpiraci^i,  of  intrigues,  of  the 
continual  agitations  with  which  the  two  parties  filled 
the  court  of  the  dying  Emprefs,  and  which  fendered 
them  every  tnomcht  greater  enemies  to  eadh  dbbef^. 
appeared  all  at  once  a  man  who  undertook  ^to  quell 
every  animofity^  and  to  effedt  an  union  of  t^pinions* 
This  man  was  the  Count  Nikita  Ivanowit^i  Panin^ 
who,  fi nee  then,  occupied  (ot  fo  long  a  -time  th^ 
place  of  prime  minifter  to  Catharine,  and  wlaot  then 
returned  from  Stockholm,  where  he  had  foria  Iqiig 
time  refided*  ^  : 

The  Count  Panin  was  not  of  very  illuftrious  birth. 
He  commenced  his  career  by  tcing  a  foldieran  the 
h®rfe-guards  of  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth/  The  prdtec-^ 
tion  of  Prince  Kourakin  ttiade  him  aftervvards  grbont 
of  the  chamber.  Soon  afterwards  the  Emprefs  ob- 
ferved  him.,  and  thought  he  could  minifterto  her  fe- 
cret  pleafures,  but  her  expeditions  weredifappoifited* 
Panin  was-pofleffed  merely  of  a  figure.  Elizabeth 
then  fent  him  to  Copenhagen,  and  afterwards  to  Swe- 
den, with' the- title  of  her  minifter  plenipotentiary. 
On  his  return  from  Stockholm,,  he  was  nominated 
governor  to  Prince  Paul  Petrowitz.  Panin' had  re- 
ceived but  very  little  inftrudlion ;  he  was  one  of  thofe 
middling  getviufes  who  imagine  thit  what  the}'^ know, 
or  what  they  think,  is  always  the  beft.  His  refidence 
in  Sweden  had  made  him  believe  that  an  ariflocratical 
conftitution  and  a  fenate,  were  the  maller-piecc  of 
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governments.  He  adhered  obftinately  to  his  opinions. 
He  was  beiides  indolent,  incorred,  and  greatly  ad* 
di6bso  to  Aander  and  goifiping. 

In  accepting  the  place  of  governor  to  the  young 
Prince,  be  was  obliged  to  take  the  fide  either  of  the 
Grand-duke,  or  of  the  Grand-dutchefs.  Panin  did. 
not  hefitate.  He  devoted  himfelf  entirely  to  Catha- 
rine. Admitted  into  her  confidence,  and  acquainted 
with  the  defign  which  Ihe  had  formed  to  carry  off  the 
fceptre  from  her  huiband,  he  eafily  perceived  all  the 
danger.to  which  flic  would  expofe  herfelf.  jHfe  was 
fenfihle  that  flie  might  mifcarry ;  and  that  then  ihe 
would  inftantly  behold  herfelf  driven  from  the  thron© 
and.  from  the  bed  of  the  Emperor,  and  that  her  fon 
would  (bare  in  her  diigrace*  It  was  this  laft  misfor- 
tune which  the  governor  moft  apprehended, 

He  at  firft  believed,  that  in  order  to  avoid  this, 
it  was  neceflary  to  perfuade  the  two  oppofite  parties 
to  abandon  their  exaggerated  pretenfions,  and  be 
flattered  himfelf  the  only  way  to  obtaiji  their  conient 
to  this  furrendcr,  was  to  play  off  thejr  mutual  fears. 
He  refolved  then  to  make  them  unanimous  in  placing 
the  Grand-duke  upon  the  throne,  and  in  caufing  him 
to  be  proclaimed  Emperor,  not  by  the  troops^  but  by 
the  fenate,  which  wou^ld  limit  at  the  fame  time  the 
power  of  this  Prince^  and  fecure  the  fituation  of  his 
confort  and  fon. 

This  proje6l  once  conceived,  Panin  employed  him- 
felf'ferioufly  refpei^ing  the  means  of  putting  ifc  ia 
executidn.  Aoibition  changed  on  a  fudden,  and  for 
a  moment,  ins  chara<fter.  Adivity  iiicceeded  to  his 
ufual  indolence ;  to  his  ufual  talkativehefs,  filence^ 
jEie.  was  even  miftruflful  of  the  Grand-dutchcfs  her^ 
felf,  and  did  not  admit  her  into  his  fecret.  He  went 
farther  ;  he  afFe<5ted  to  Witbdra^  from  her  fight,  and 
pretended  to  abandon  her  party ;  but  wh«n  he  thought 
himfelf  pretty  certaia  that  no  fu^icioa  was  enter- 
tained of  his  intentions,  be  paid  a  myftferioqS  yifit  to 
Count  Ivan  Scbouwaloff. 

•  Iva» 


If ^  SchouVra1<!)C  ab&ndont^  hirfifelf  to  the  ttioft 
tiVH^y  uheafidds.  He  ^ept^  be  ttohbled  to  behold 
himfelf  the  chLeFof  a  party^  and  to  fee  attributed  td 
him  the  dangefou^  hdnou^  tif  A  |)roje<5l  conceived  by 
brs  ambitioas  eoUltti>  Peter  Sch<juMralofF,  who,  con* 
fined  at  this  period  to  his  bed,  by  a  difeafe  of  which 
be  died  Ibortly  after  j  coold  not  fupport  the  audacity 
with  which  he  had  for  fome  time  infpired  the  felf- 
important  and  pufillanimous  favoarite  of  Elizabeth. 

This  cireutnftance  was  favourable  to  Panin.  He 
took  *Jvantage  of  it.  He  peffedtly  well  underftood 
how  lo  augment  the  apprehenfions  of  Ivan  Schou- 
wabflf^  by  eKaggerating  to  him  the  perils  to  which 
he  would  expo jfe  him feif.  "  How  dare  you/*  faid  he 
to  him,  "  oppofe  unequal  femes  to  the  Grand-dufce^ \ 
and  prepare  for  yourfelf  a  dreadful  fall,  a  certain 
death,  by  attempting  to  exclude  frcxn  the  throtie  a 
*^  Prince,  whom  the  choice  of  the  fovereign  calla 
'^  thither,  and  wbofe  birth  renders  him  the  fole  legiiJ 
*^  timate  heir  of  it  ?  But  even  fuppoling  you  fhouM 
^^  fucceed  itl  your -attempts  to  prevent  his  acceffioti^ 
can  you  hc^e  for  any  length  of  time  to  prcftftve 
your  credit,  under  a, minority,  the  weaknefs  a^ 
"  which  will  embolden  your  rivals,  and  give  ri&  to 
^*  a  croud  of  malecoritents,  who.  will  inceflantly  nib 
their  endeavours  to  injure  you  ?  If  you  triumph 
over  one  intrigue,  can  you  flatter  yourfelf  thict  yoii 
^11  be  fequally  fortunate  in  efcaping  another ;  ilf 
the  firft  blow  levelled,  at  you  does  not  hit  its  fnark, . 
n>ay  not  the  fecond  overwhelm  you  ?  The  moft 
prudent  ftep  which  you  can  take  is,  tojoinyQtfr* 
•*  felf  to  the  Grand-duke.  There  is  ftill  tim^.  Jje 
himfelf  knows  the  obftacles .which  atxi  preparit^  for 
**  him,  and  he  will  think  himfelf  bqt  too  happy>  if  ^t 
the  price  of  a  flight  fecfifice,  he  tes  nothing  iinfOre 
to -apprehend.  Leave  him,  then,  thfe  tranquil  ,p«if-^ 
feffion  of  the  throne,  but  1ft  us  make  him  ]^mbs^ 
it  on  conditi(>ns  which  m^  diSipat^  Jskt  ||k  m&r 
ment  oar  terrors-^  and  fot  ever  pi»vs&*;^$pit  Prin^ 
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*'  from  abuiing  his  power.  It  is  of  ho  confequcflce 
*^  at  prefent  to  tell  you  what  thefe  conditibns  are ; 
*^  bat  if  you  pay  deference  to  my  advice,  I  have  no 
"  doubt  that  the  Grand-duke  will  eafily  arrange 
"  matters,  and  I  promife  to  furnifh  you  with  a  plan 
^^  calculated  to i conciliate,  al}  parties." 

Ivan  Schouwaloff  did  not  reply  a  Angle  word; 
but  convinced  of  the  wifdom  of  the  counfela  of  Pa- 
nin,  he  went  to  his  coufin  Peter,  and  imparted  to 
him  wh^t  he  had  juft  heard.  Difeafe  had  weakened 
the  courage  of  Peter  SchouwalofF,  and  diminifhed 
the  foaring  of  his  ambition.  He  eafily  allowed  him- 
felf  t©  be  perfuaded  of  evety  thing  which  Ivan  ap- 
prehended ;  neverthelefs,  in  renouncing  his  projeft, 
he'wiftied  ftill  to  referve  the  principal  part  to  him- 
felf. 

,  He  fent  word  to  the  ferand-duke,  that  having  fomc 
important  fecrets  to  communicate  to  him,  and  his 
condition  putting  it  out  of  his  power  to  quit  his  bed, 
he  entreated  he  would  honour  him  with  a  vifift.  The 
Prince  came  immediately.  Peter  SchouwalofF  ad- 
drefled  him  with  the  force  and  the  air  of  infpiration 
pf  a  man,  who,  drawing  towards  his  laft  moments, 
wrflaes  not  to  conceal  the  truth,  and  has  nothing  more 
to  dread.  "  Prince,"  faid  he  to  him,  *^  you  know 
the.  prejudices  which  arc  entertained  againfl:  you- 
OPht;  people  believe  that  you  are  more  inclined  to- 
'^  wards  the  Germans  than  towards  them  j  the  pre- 
*^  lajtes  are  afraid  of  you  ;  the  nobles  hate  you.  Every 
thing  announces  toyou  a  turbulent  reigq.  Every 
thing  proves  to  you,  that  in  order  to  prevent  the 
'i  ri^vokUions^  of  which  you  are  fuppofed  to  have 
'^formed  the  defign,  they  will  proceed  to  the- laft 
*f.' extremities.  I  am  ignorant.  Prince,  of  what  you 
^fwedijate  in.  reality  ;  1  know  not  whether  you  will 
'iltrjumph  otsCK  thofewho  wifli  to  ruin  you,^or  whe- 
*;!.thei:  theyi.ara  ta.trij;ieiph  ,over  you  :  but  if  you  do 
".-what  it  ia  believed  >you  intend,  if  you  repudiate  the 
"  .^r^icl-fiutcUofs  to,  .ekv^ate  to  her  fituation,  a:  wo- 
*      *  ;  *'  man 
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^^  tnan  fo  vilely  contemptible  as  the  Countefs  of  Wo-. 
^*  fonzofF,  refleA  that  you  will  prepare  for  yourfelf 
'^  commotions,  of  which  you  will  foon  or  late  be-. 
"  come  the  vi6lim,  ^tid  that  you  will  difgrace  your- 
**  felf  for  ever." 

As  he  liftened  to  this  difcourfe,  the  Grand-duke, 
became  pale  and  red  feveral  times ;  and  when  he; 
perceived  that  Peter  SchouwalofF  had  done  fpeaking, 
be  aflured  him,,  that  the  defign  of  annulling  his  mar- 
riage had  been  wrongfully  imputed  to  him,  and  that 
he  had  never  determined  upon  it.     But  what  gives  us 
rooni  to  doubt  the  fincerity  of  his  proteftations  is, 
that  the  Prince  fubjoincd  thefe  remarkable  words  :' 
^^  Romanowna  .gives  credit,  perhaps,  to  the  reports 
'"  which  flatter  her  ;  (he  is  a  giddy  girl  whom  I  have, 
promifed  to  marry  in  cafe  of  the  death  of  the  Grand- 
"  dutchefs,  and  fhe  is  not  yet  dead."  .  v  . 

Peter  Schouwaloff  was  too  (incerely  defirous  of  a. 
reconciliation  with  the  Grand-duke,  to  give  to  this' 
laft  declaration  all  the  interpretation  of  which  it  was" 
fufceptible;  and  contented  himfelf  witb  the  pro-' 
mife  which  the  Prince  had  made  him,  to  obliterate? 
from  his  mind  all  thofe  daring  attempts  which  had 
been  made  againft  him. 

This  reconciliation  was  accomplifhed  without  dif- 
ficulty, but  there  ftill  remained  another  not  Icfs  in- 
terefting,  and  much -more  difficult  to  obtain.  It  is 
well  known  with  wha:t  odious  fufpicions'  the  enemies 
of  the  Gfand-duke'had  infpired  the  Eiiiprefs.  That 
Princels  was  in  terror  left  her  nephew,  fhould  employ 
poifon  in  order  to  get  himfelf  rid  of  her,  and  this 
terror  augmented  her  weakneffs,  and  filled  her  with 
abhorrence  for  him  who  was  the  ohjeift  of  it.  Since 
the  time  that  her  difeafe  prevented  b(^r  appearance  in 
public,  (he  had  ordered  the  Grand-duke  to,  be  forbid- 
den her  apartment ;  and  that  thii?  order  might  appear 
the  left  extraordinary,  the  fame  command  had  been 
given  refpedlirig  the  Grand-dutchefs.  The  fecret  of. 
thefe  diyifions,  of  thefe  difturbancea  in  the  imperial    , 

'  I  3  faqpily. 
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femily,  had  been  ftill  confined  to  the  interior  of  the 
palace ;  but  it  might  eafily  have  fpread  abroad  in 
peterfburgh  ;  and  bad  it  been  known  that  the  Em- 
prefs  died  without  ieeing.the  Prince  and  his  wife,  the 
people,  always  blindly  credulous,  would  have  regarded 
the  unjuft  fufpicioris  of  Elizabeth  'as  having  fomo 
feundation,  and  would  have  been  eager  to  attribute 
to  the  nephew  the  death  of  the  aunt.  It  was  there- 
fore neceflary  to  perfuade  this  Princeis  to  invite  the 
Grand-duke  to  vifit  her, 

Ivan  Schouwaloff  was  grand-chamberlain  and  go- 
vernor of  the  Emprefs's  houihold.  Paniu  thought  he 
was  a  fit  perfon  to  demand  the  reconciliation  whicb 
he  defired  ;  but  whether  it  was  that  ScliouwalofFwas 
^afraid  of  giving  too  much  trouble  to  the  feeble  Eli- 
zabeth, or  whether  be  wiflied  to  keep  the  Grand-- 
duke  for  fome  time  longer  in  a  ftate  of  inquietude, 
^d  to  avoid  an  ecl^irciflement  dangerous  to  all  thole 
who  had  endeavoured  to  malign  this  Prince;  whether, 
in  a  word,  he  reckoned  upon  the  forged  will,  which 
tbere  was  a  proppfal  to  bring  forward,  he  refufed  to 
make  this  requeft, 

Panin  then  made  application  to  the  confeflor  of 
Elizabeth.  H^frankly  acknowledged  to  him,  that 
the  commiffion  with  which  he  charged  him  was  a 
very  delicate  oAe,  and  that  in  endeavouring  to  fave  . 
the  foul  of  the :  Ibyereign,  he  might  perhaps  incur 
her  difpleafure  ;  but  that  the  glory  which  h«  fucceft 
would  merit,  ought  to  be  an  incitement  to  brave 
every  danger.  He  afliired  him  at  the  fame  time  of 
the  gratitude  of  the  Grand-duke  and  the  Grand- 
dutchefs.  The  papa,  not  lels  ambitious,  without 
doubt,  of  gaining  the  favour  of  the  heir  of  the  throne, 
than  zealous  for  the  falvation  of  the  Emprefs,  pro- 
mifed  to  employ  all  his  holy  eloquence  with  her. 

Jlvery  neceflary  precaution  was  taken.   A  npioment 

^  was  cbofen,  at  which  Ivan  Schouwaloff  was  abfent, 

^  ?nd  then  the  confeflbr,  approaching  the  bed  of  the 

Emprefs,  fppke  ^  her  of  Godj>-  of  juftice,  of  cle- 

ipency. 
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mency,  and  obtained  from  her  a  fign  of  confent. 
At  the  fame  inftant  the  Grand-du^e  and  Grand 
dutcheis  were  introduced^  who  placed  themfelves  on 
their  knees  by  the  bed-fide,  and  Elizabeth  pro- 
nounced mechanically  all  that  her  confeflbr  didlated 
to  her.  She  feid  to  the  Prince  and  th^Princcfe,- 
'^  That  fhe  bad  always  loved  them,  and  that  (he  ex-^ 
*^  pired  in  wifhing  them  every  fort  of  bleffing/* 

All  who  were  witnefles  of  this  fcene,  perceived 
that  the  pardon  was  not  very  fincere ;  but  appearr 
ances  were  fufficient  for  the  Prince,  and  his  parti<^M 
did  not  fail  to  repeat  in  Peterfburgh,  with  peculiar 
emphafis,  the  afFedlionate  words  pronounced  by  the 
^Emprefs^  and  to  embelliih  them  with  a  great  many 
falfeboods. 

On  the  other  band,  Ivan  SchouwalofF,  who  had 
not  underftood  how  to  make  a  merit  to  himfelf  of 
the  reconciliation  of  the  Grand-duk^  but  who  did 
not  wi(h  that  it  ihould  fumifh  an  occafion  of  irritat-*- 
ing  this  Prince,  was  careful  not  to  contradi<Sl  any 
thing  which  they  thought  proper  to  publilh  on  the 
fubje<5V. 

Proud  of  the  important  feiVice  .which  he  had  juft 
rendered  the  Grand-duke,  Panin  thought  that  he 
had  acquired  fufficient  rights  to  induce  him  to  con- 
fent to  follow  implicitly  the  plan  which  he  had  traced 
out.  According  to  this  plan,  the  Grand-duke,  as  (bon 
as  the  Emprefs  had  ceafed  to  breathe,  was  to  go  to 
the  fenatc,  and,  by  a  decree  of  that  aflembly,  take 
pofleffion  of  the  crown, 

Panin  accordingly  domanded  an  audience  of  the 
Grand-duke.  It  was  immediately  granted.  Hcfirft 
informed  the  Prince,  that  what  he  was  going  to  lay 
before  him  merited  hi^  utmoft  attention.  After  this 
he  addrefled  hirn  in  thefe  terras: — "It  is  on  the 
^^  firft  ftep  which  you  take  upon  afcendiqg  tho  throne,. 
^^  Prince,  that  the  fuccefs  of  your  reign,  and  the  glo^y 
^^  which  you  will  merit,  neceflarily  depend.  There 
f^  are  two  modes  of  clothing  yourfclf  with  the  fa- 
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"  preme  power.  One  i$  to  caufc  yourfelf  to  be  pro^ 
"  claimed  Emperor  by  the  army ;  the  other,  to  re- 
*^  ceive  the  crown  from  the  hatids  of  the  fenate.  The 
"  firft  is  the  moft  expeditious ;  the  fecond  the  moft 
*-  fecure.  All  Europe,  and  a  great  part  of  Afia,  have 
^^  tbeir  eyes  fixed  upon  you.  Reflect  then  on  the 
'^  honour  which  you  wilt  acquire,  if  the  numerous 
"  nations  fubje6l  to  your  domination,  and  foreign 
'^^  nations  themfelves;  behold  that  you  are  generous 
"  enough  to  condefcend  to  acquire  from  the  free 
*^  choice  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  Ruffian  nation^r 
an  authority  for  which  your  predeceflbrs  have  been 
indebted  to  force  merely,  and  to  the  venality  of 
*^  ibldiers. 

'  *^  You  know  how  frequent  revolutions  have  been 
^^  in  this  empire;  you  know  with  what  facility  fe- 
*^  duced  or  mutinous  trqops  have  crowned  or  de- 
*^  throned  their  fovereigns.  The  method  which  I 
;jropofe  to  you  is  the  only  one  calculated  to  pre- 
vent dangerous  defigns.  The  fenate  having  elefl- 
ed  you,  will  find  itfelf  interefted  to  fupport  that 
*^  choice,  and  the  people,  regarding  your  perfon  as 
^*  more  facred,  will  always  be  eager  to  defend  it." 

The  Grand-duke  was  ftaggered,  he  was  going  to 
comply,  when  all  at  once  two  of  his  courtiers  en- 
tered. He  imparted  to  them  the  project  of  Panin, 
and  requefted  their  advice.  One  of  them,  Vv^ho 
clearly  difcerned  the  treachery  lufking  under  the 
plan  propofed  to  the  Prince,  counlelled  him  to  fub- 
plit  bis  decifion  to  the  aged'  Prince  Troubetlkoi, 
wbofe  long  experience  and  confumnx^te  wifdom  were 
worthy  of  dire.dling  him.  Prince  Troubctlkdi  had 
indeed  been  the  witnefs,  and  a  co-operator  in  feveral 
j<!Volutions,  and  was  perfedly  well  acquainted  with 
the  ufagcs  of  Ruffia. 

He  was  immediately  fummoned.    The  Grand-duke 
repeated  tp  him  all  that  he  hid  juft  heard  from  the 
mouth  of  Panin,  and  did  not  conceal  the  incliuatiou . 
^hich  he  felt  to  follow  the  advice  of  the  count.    But 
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Troubetflcoi  declared  himfelf  of  a  different  opinion 
and  fpoke  with  all  the  boldnefs  of  jan  old  warrior  zea-r  , 
lous  for  the  honour  of  his  rulers. 

"  Prince,'-  faid  he  to  him,  ^^  the  plan  which  it  is 
*^  wiftied  you  fhould  adopt,  is  not  only  far  more  dan- 
'^  gerous  than  that  which  you  have  been  taught  to 
^^  fear,  but  entirely  contrary  to  the  cuftoms  of  the 
*^  empire.     The  Ruffian  conftitution'is  purely  niili- 
"  tary,  and  the  fenate  never  ought  to  have  any  in- 
*^  fluence  in  the  ele6lion  of  the  Czars.     And  what 
then  is  the  pretended  glory  which  is  to  be  derived 
from  being  crowned  by  a  judiciary  corps  rather  ' 
than  by  vi6lori6us  foldiers  ?  Chofen  by  a  diet  or  by 
a  fenate,  can  the  kings  of  Poland  and  of  Sweden 
ever  pretend  to  vie  with  the  Emperor  of  all  the 
Ruffias  ?  In  truth,  the  only  glory  of  a  monarch  is 
to  reign  well.    .Defcrve  then  that  glory,  without 
difturbing  yourfelf  with  a  vain  formality,  and  with- 
out putting  yourfelf  under,  the  control  of  an  am- 
bitious fenate,  which  would  very  foon  make  you 
repent,  the  confidence  you  had  in  it..     But  if,  un- 
fortunately, your  throne  fliould  totter,  \vould  this 
fenate  have  fufficient  ilrength  to  re-cftablifh  it  ? 
^^  And  (hould  you  commence  by  giving  unflbrage  to 
^^  the  foldiers,  by  dcfpifing  their,  ancient  ufage,  muft 
^^  you  not  fooner  or  later  have  reafon  to  dread  theii^ 
"vengeance?"^      v 

The  Grand-duke  now  flu(3:uate4  in  irrefolution. 
The  brilliant  novelty  of  the  counfels  of  Panin  flat- 
tered him,  but  the- dread  of  offending  the  army  pre- 
vented him  from  daring  to  follow  them.  Not  know- 
ing, in  a  word^  which  plan  to  adopt,  be  fen t  one  of 
\\\s  chamberlains  to  confult  the  Grand-dutchefs. 

Catharine,  whofe  whole  ambition  had  been  awaken- 
fed  by  the  approaching  ead  of  Elizabeth,  and  who 
felt  the  neceflity  of  gaining  the  public  efteem  by  the 
appearance  of  a  piety  which  did  not  exift  in  her 
heart,  fhe  at  that  time  attended  the  churches,  and* 
joined  in  the  public  prayers  w)iich  were  put  up  for 
*  '  .         '  the 
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the  rc-cftablifhaient  of  the  health  of  the  Emprefe. 
Fanin  bad  the  imprudent  difcrction  to  keep  his 
projc6l  a  fecret  from  her.  She  was  ignorant  that 
this  projedl  contained  any  thing  to  her  advantage. 
Befides^  (he  had  pafleifeveral  days  in  compofing  her- 
felf  the  a6l  of  proclamation  which  fhould  acknow- 
ledge the  Emperof,  as  well  as  the  mcxiel  of  the  oath 
to  be  adminiflered  to  the  troops ;  and  as  ihc  Va- 
lued herfelf  on  writing  with  confiderable  etegance, 
and  flattered  her  vanity  in  thinking  that  thefe  two 
pieces  would  do  her  infinite  honour  in  the  eyes  of 
the  Rufliang^  fhe  was  unwiHing  to  lacrifice  a  labour 
which  muft  have  been  loft  had  the  Prince  been  ele6l- 
cjd  by  the  fenate,  as  this  body  would  itfelf  have  dic- 
tated the  new  form  of  the  oath  and  the  new  aS:  of 
proclalnation.  She  therefore  fent  this  hafty  reply  to 
the  Grand-duke,  ^^  that  he  muft  conform  to  the  efta- 
blilhed  cuftom.** 

A.  ©,  1762.  At  the  fame  moment  that  the  Grand* 
duke  received  this  anfwcr,  the  d^th  of  the  Emprefs 
Hizabeth  was  announced  to  him.  That  Princefs  ex- 
pired after  a  long  illncfs,  and  in  the  midft  of  excru- 
ciating torments.  She  had  reigned  twenty  years, 
without  having  performed  one  a6l  which  could  juf-^ 
tify  the  revolution  that  placed  on  her  head  the  crown 
of  Rufiia.  Her  eafinefs  of  temper  put  her  under  the 
control  of  favourites,  who  too  much  abufed  their 
power.  Her  dexotion  rendered  her  frequently  im- 
pious; her  clemency,  cruel.  She  was,^in  aword, 
better  fitted  to  vegetate  in  the  indolence'  of  a  con- 
vent, than  to  fit  on  the  throne  of  one  of  the  moft 
extenfive  empires  in  the  world* 
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Commencement  of  she  Relgfi  of  Peter  IIL^^He.  recalsa 
great  Number  of  ExiUsy  among  whom  Muniph  and 
Biren  vsere  confpjpuoujly  difiinguiJhedr-^OukaJe  mfa^ 
vour  of  the  Nobility — Peace  with  PruJfia^-^Peters 
Admiration  of  Frederick  IL^-^MiJunderftandirig  he-- 
tween  Peter  JIL  and  Catharine-^lntrigues  againft 
that  Prince^--^^The  Orlcrffs^  Princejs  d^AJchhojf^ 
Panin^  form  the  Prpje£t  oj  dethroning  him^Hepayt 
a  Vijit  to  Ivan,  coTtfined  as  a  Prifoner  in  the  F(^^ 
tre/s  of  SchluJfelburglir-^The  Defign  he  entertained  of 
naming  that  Prince  his  SucceJfor^-^-Prefaratifm 
againjt  Denmark. 

A.  D.  TWTO  fooner  had  Elizabeth  clofed  her  eyes 
1762.  J^  than  the  courtiers  reforted  in  crouds  to 
the  apartments  of  the  Grand-duke.  That  Prince, 
putting  off  for  the  moment  his  feAle  and  undecided 
♦chara(Ser,  welcomed  them  with  dignity,  and  receivfcd 
the  oath  of  the  officers  of  his  guard.  An  hour 
afterward  he  mounted  on  horfeback,  and  paraded 
through  the  ftreets  of  Peterfburgh,  ordering  money 
to  be  liberally  fcattered  among  the  populace.  Thq 
foldiery  prefled  forward  as  he  pafled,  cryrng  aloud  : 
If  you  are  kind  to  us,  we  will  ferve  you  as*  faith-^ 
fully  as  we  have  ferved  our  good  Emprefs."  The 
people  tlended  fhouts  of  joy  with  the  acclamations  of 
the  foldiers,  and  although  the  enemies  of  the  Grande 
duke  had  long  ufed  every  effort  to  render  bim  an  ob- 
jeft  of  averfion  or  of  contempt,  his  acceflion  to  the 
throne  produced  not  the  flighteft  fymptom  of  difef- 
feftion  or  difcontent,  A^  for  himfelf,  delivercid  on  u 
fudden  from  the  tedious  and  fervile  ftate  of  conftraint 
in  which  bis  aunt  had  kept  him,  his  deportment 
clearly  annoiinced  the  fatisfaiftion  which  be  felt,  witb^ 

out 


140  HISTORY  OP  CATHARIN"^  II.  - 

ont'  any  cxpreflion  of  indecent  joy.    He  aflumcd  the 
name  of  Peter  III. 

The  firft  days  of  his  reign  were  marked  with  van- 
;  ous  traits  of  beneficence,  which  excited  the  utmofl 
aftonifhment  in  all  who  knew  him,  and  who  believed 
only  in  his  ill  qualities.     The  mctambrphoiis  appear- 
ed to  be  inftantaneous  and  complete;  dignity  and 
moderation  fupplied  the  place  of  ftupidity  and  vio- 
lenec.      The  Grand-duke  bad    been    inconfifient, 
Aeadftrong,  capricious :  Peter  III.  approved  himfelf 
juft,  patient,  intelligent.     He  treated  with  extreme 
kindnefs  all  thofc  who  had  been  attached  to  the 
Emprcfs  his  atint.   He  permitted  almoft  all  the  great 
cheers  of  ftate  to  remain  in  their  places.     He  par- 
doned his  enemies.     He  raifed  to  the  rank  of  FieW- 
jiiarefohar  Peter  SchouwalofF,  who  had   long  been 
bed-ridden,  and  who  died  foon  after.     He  continued 
itt  the  place  of  mafier  of*  the  buck-hounds  Alexis- 
Gregoriewitz  Razoumoffsky,   the  ancient  favourite 
of  Elizabeth.      He   accumulated   favours   on  Ivan 
SchouwalofF  himfelf,  though  he  had  frequently  made 
a  very  improper  ufe  of  his  credit.     Prince  Schakowf- 
koi,  procurator-general  of  the  fenate,  againft  whom 
Peterfhad.  much  ground  of  complaint,  was  the  only 
pcrfon  he  turned  out ;  but  he  cxa6led  his  refignatioQ 
iimply,  leaving  him  in  pofieffion  of  his  liberty  and 
his  eftates.    At  the  fame  time  one  of  the  name  of 
GlebofF,  who,  Nof  no  higher  rank  than  a  comiiion  at- 
torney, had  beenentrufted  with  the  diredlibn  of  the 
affairs  of  Hoi ftein,  and  had  by  bis  admimftration  fe- 
cured  the  afFe<5lion  of  the  Prince;  was  promoted  to 
the  place  ofSehako^vlkoi.     GlebofF,  afterward,,  made 
a  very  ungrateful  return  for  a  mark  fo  difiinguifhed 
of  his  mafter's  confidence.  ^  t 

The  Grand-dutchefs,  who  could  not  reflect  with- 
out, terror  on  the  moment  which  Was  to  invefl  her 
hulband  with  fupremesiiower,  and  who  apprehended  . 
an- immediate  and  fignal  explofiou  of  that  refentmerit , 
1  which 
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which  (he  had  too  well  deferved,  met,  with  the  moft 
flattering  reception  from  him,  and  every  demonftm- 
tion  of  confidence.  He  feemed  to  have  funW  al!  re- 
colleiftion  of  the  offences  given  him  by  that  Princcfe 
in  ^idrtJiration  of  the  afcendant  of  her  genius.  He 
pafled  a  great  part  of  the  day  in  her  company  ;  he 
convcrled.  with  her  on  the  moft  friendly,  terms,  and 
confultedher^n  bufiqefs  of  the  moft  delicate  nature. 
All  the  courtiers^  furprized  at  the  Emperor's  condu<5t 
toward  her,  congratalated  Catharine  upon  it;  ihe 
herfelf  alone  was  not  the  dupe  pf  thefe  appearances, 
Ihe  juftly  conje(5lui:ed  that  Peter  was  incapable  of 
holding  the  reins  of  government  himfelf,  and  fhe 
was  not  iimple  enough  to  believe  that  to  proceed 
from  goodnefs  which  was  merely  the  efFe<Sl  of  imbc- 
/cility. 

One  of  the  firft  a6ls  of  the  new  fovereign.was  to 
recal  from  exile  that  multitude  of  ftate-prifoners  with 
which  the  miftruft  of  Elizabeth,  and  the  jealoufy  %£. 
her  minifters  had  peopled  the  deferts  of  Siberia. 
Among  thofe  yidlims  of  court-intrigue,  the  celebrated 
Biren  made  a  diftinguifhed  figure,  a  man  who  had 
long  been  the  haughty  lover  and  the  barbarous  mi - 
niftcj  of  theEmprefs  Anne.  Peter  IIL  fatisfied  him- 
felf with. reftoring  him  to  liberty,  but  Catharine  after- 
wards gave  him  back  the  dutchy  of  Courland.  Biren, 
inftrufted  in  the  fchool  ofadverfity,  lived  hehcefor- 
ward  the  life  pf  a  philo(bpber ;  and  whether  from  fear 
or  from  policy,,  cherifhed  a  people  whom^he  had«for- 
merly  opprefled. 

Peter  III.  recalled  likewifc  from  Siberia  Field- 
marefchal  Munich,  now  four-fcore  and  two  years 
old,  who  was  met,  as  he  approached  the  capital,  by 
one  of  his  fons  who  was-ftill  in  life,  and  thirty-two 
of  his  grandfons  prgreat-grandfons.  This  aged  war^f 
rior  app<jared  befpre  the  Emperor  with  bis  numerous 
faniily,  and  dreflcd  in.,  the  fame  fheep-lkin  Which 
had.feryl4dj)im  for  clpjthifigin  the  defcrtsof  Pelim  ; 
"  but  the  Prince  immediately  ordered  him  to  be  in-. 
,'    J  "  vefted 
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tefted  wit6  Hie  infigiiia  of  the  orctef  of  St.  Andrt*, 
and  with  his  rank  of  Field-inarefchal,  addreffinghim 
/  in  thefe  words;  "  I  hope,  that  notwithftapding  yont 
•^  advanced  age,  it  may  ftill  be  in  your  power  to /erve 
"  me."    Munich   replied :  "  As  your  Majefty  has 
called  me  from  darkneis  to  light,  and  delivered  me 
from  the  depths  of  a  cavern  to  place  me  at  the  foot 
"  of  the  throne,  you  will  ever  find  me  ready  to  de-»^ 
*^  vote  my  life  to  your  fervice.     Neither  a  long  exile> 
*^  nor  the  rigours  of  a  Siberian  climate,  have  been 
able  to  extinguifli  the  ardour  which  I  formerly  dif- 
played  for  the  intereft  of  Ruilia,  and  for  the  glory 
of  its  fovereign."     What  a  wonderful  man  was 
Munich  !  At  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  after  hav- 
ing pafled  more  than  twenty  of  them  in  the  frozen 
regions  of  Siberia,  he  ftill  fhewed  himfelf  what  he 
had  once  been.     At  the  head  of  armies^  in  the  rage 
of  the  fierceft  battles,  on  the  point  of  periflfing  upon 
a  fcafibid,  exiled  into  a  defert,  invited' back  to  court 
and  loaded  with  honours,  he  fteadily  maintained  his 
manly  courage  and  a  ferenity  which  nothing  could 
difcompofe. 

Leftoc,  to  whom  Elizabeth  had  been  indebted  for 
her  elevation  to  the  throne,  and  whom  (ht  had  after- 
wards indolently  facrificed  to  the  jealoufy  of  Beftuf- 
chefi^  and  to  the  avidity  of  fome  other  courtiers,  was  ^ 
likewife  recalled  by  Peter  III.  and,  by  living  fince  at 
Peteriburglj  in  a  ftate  of  mediocrity,  has  demonftrated 
that  the  leflbns  of  adverlity  were  np  more  loft  upori 
him  than  on  Biren  and  Munich. 

Every  day  was  marked  by  the  arrival  at  Peterf- 
burgh  of  fome  of  the  vi6lims  of  the  preceding  reign, 
and  their  return  furniihed  an  affedling  Ipe^acle  to 
the  people,  and  a  copious  fubje6l  of  benediflion  on 
the  bead  of  the  Czar.  The  whole  empire  refunded 
with  the  praifes  of  its  new  fovereign,  and  it  is  im- 
ppffible  to  defcribe  the  admiratioa,  the  tranfports  of 
joy  which  were  excited  on  hi3  going  in  great  ftate  to 
the  fenate^  and  reading  in  that  aflembl^  a  declara^ 

tion^ 
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tton,  by  whicjh  be  granted  permiffiort  tp  the  nobility 
to  carry  or  not  to  carry  arms  at  pleafa^e,  and  to  tra- 
vel beyond  the  limits  of  the  Ruffian  empire,  which 
had  hitherto  been  ftri<5Iy  prohibited.  He  at  the  feme 
time  enfranchifed  them  froin  the  fervitude  to  which 
they  had  been  fubjedled  ,by  bis  predeccflbrs.  The 
nobles,  overwhelmed  with  gratitude,  could  think  of 
iiothing  lefs  than  rearing  a  ftatue  of  gold  (or  him : 
%ut  tibis  enthufiafm  was  of  (hort  duration, 

A  much  more  eflential  benefit  which  Ruffia  owed 
to  Peter  III.  was  the  abolition  of  that  inquifition, 
of  that  tremendous  committee  which,  under  the  de- 
nomination of  prhy 'Chancery,  had  been  pixxiu^live  of 
(b  much  mifchief  under  the  reign  of  the  fufpicious 
and  timid  Elizabeth,  Alexis  Michaclowitz,  ^  the  fa- 
ther of  Peter  L  had  been  the  inftitutor  of  this  tyran- 
nical tribunal,  contrived  for  the  trial,  or  rather  for 
the  condemnation^  of  all  who  were  accufed  of  higb- 
treafon,  or  were  obnoxious  to  the  Prince  and  his  in-^ 
formers.  The  flighted  fufpicion,  the  moft  abfurd » 
charge  was  fufficient  to  induce  the  privy^hancery 
to  commit  to  prifon  perfons  of  the  moft  eftiniablc 
chara<5ter,  and  to  deliver  them  o\^er  to  tortures  the 
moft  horribly :  neither  fex  nor  age  ferved  as  a  pro 
te<5Uon. 

But  it  is  neceflary  to  explain  how  Peter  III.  came 
to  promulgate  thefe  two  declarations,  dictated  by  a 
juftice  the  moft  enlightened,  and  a  confidence  the 
moft  generous.  A  reafon  muft  be  affigned  why  a 
mixture  fo  extraordinary  was  obfervable^in  the  con- 
du<ft  of  this  Prince,  of  forefight  and  forgetful nefs,  of 
magnanimity  and  weakricfs.  His  defeds,  his  vices 
were  the  miferable  and  neceflary  eflfe<5l  of  his  cduca* 
tion  ;  his  good  a<5lions  proceeded  from  the  noble 
ambition  of  conferring  happinefs ;  but  this  ambition 
frequently  flood  in  need  of  a  ftimnlus. 

The  Czar  entertained  as  his  aid-de-camp  general^ 
and  a  firft-rate  favourite,  a  young  Ukrainian  of  the 
name  of  Goudowitz,  who  has  been  mentioned  aboVe, 

and 
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and  who  alone  of  his  numerous  courtiers  had  a  fiit* 
cere  attachment  to  him.  This  Goudowitz  it  was  who^ 
at  the  moment  Peter  was  preparing  to  ftep  into  the 
throne,  perfuaded  him  to  follow  the;  counfels  of  :old 
Prince  TroubetfkoY,  inftead  of  repofing  a  blind  confi- 
dence in  thofe  of  Pianin ;  he  too  it  was  who  fuggefted 
all  thofe  meafures  fo  replete  with  wifdom  and  dignity 
which  fignalized  the  firft  days  of  his  mafter's  vfeign. 
But  the  Emperor,  befet  by  the  corrupters  of  his  mo- 
rals, fpeedily  relapfed  into  his  habits  of  indolence,, 
and  abandoned  himfelf  more  violently  than  ever  t6 
his  accuftomed  revels.  For  five  days  together  he 
had  (hut  himfelf  up  with  his  miftrefs  and  a  few  of 
his  bottle  companions,  during  which  he  was  aimoft 
in  a  continual  fl:ate  of  intoxication  ;  Goudowitz  ap- 
peared in  his  prefence^  and  with  a  look  of  fe verity 
thus  addrelled  him  : — "  Czar,  I  clearly  perceive  that 
you  prefer  to  us  the  enemies  of  your  glory.  You 
lerve  them  with  zeal ;  you  wifh  to  juftify  them 
when  they  affirm,  that  you  are  more  ambitious 
,of  abandoning  yourfelf  to  obfcure  and' degrading 
pleafures,  than  fit  to  govern  the  empire.  Is  it 
thus  yoju  imitate  your  vigilant  and  laborious  grand-- 
father,  that  Peter  I.  whom  you  have  fo  often  fvvorn 
to  take  as  your  model?  Is  it  thus  you  perfevere  in 
the  fage  and  dignified  condu<9:  which,  on  yoqnac- 
*•  ceffion  to  the  throne,  procured  for  you  the  love 
^  ■  **  and  admiration.of  your  people  ?  But  that  love,  and 
"  that  admiration,  are  already  forgotten.  They  are 
'^  fucGceded  by  murmuring  and  difcontent.  Petcrf- 
^^  burgh  demands  \yhether  the  Czar  lives  any  longer 
"  within  her  walls.  The  whole  empire  is  filled  with 
apprehenfion  of  waiting  in  vain  for  laws  which 
might]  infufe  a  new  foul  into  it.  The  difafFe^led 
alone  triun)ph,  and  yet  ^  little  while  the  intrigues^ 
'*'  the  cabals  ivhich  the  firft  moments  ^of  your  reign 
•^  had  reduced  to  filence,  arc  going  to  re-commence 
"  with  an  audacity  unknown  before*  Roufe  then,  O 
*'  Czar  I  from  your  letliargy ;  delay  not  a  moment 
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to  ftevv.  yourfelf,  and  demonftrate  by  fome  illuf- 
trious  slA  of  virtue,  that  you  are  capable  of  realiz- 
ing the  hopes  which  have  been  conceived  concern- 
"  ing  you.'' 

Peter  liftened  to  this^reprirtiand  in  aftonifhilietit 
mingled  with  (hame,  and  wh^en  GoUdowitz  ceafed 
from  fpeaking,  demanded  of  him  what  he  ought  to 
do  as  an  indemnification  to  the  empire  for  the  days 
he  had  juft  been  wafting  in  debauchery.  That  in- 
ftant  Goudowitz  prefented  the  two  declarations  in- 
trufl:ed  to  him  for  the  purpofe  by  the  Grand-chan- 
cellor WoronzofFj  the  one  of  which  re-eftabli(hed 
the  rights  of  the  nobility,  dnd  the  other  aboliftied 
the  privy  chancery.  Peter  took  the  papefs  without 
perufing  their  contents,  and,  putting  them  under  his 
arm,  repaired,  to  the  fenate  to  recite  them. 

All  thofe  who  received  information  of  what  the 
new  declaration^  contained^  felt  a  fudden  tfanfition 
from  difcontent  to  joy,  and  adually  believed  that' 
the  Emperor's  five  days  retirement  had  been  dedi- 
cated to  the  framing  of  two  falutary  laws. 

Peter  likcwife  und(irtoDk  to  correal  the  nume- 
rous abufes  which  had  crept  into  the  adrainifiration 
of  juftice^  and  to  eftablifti  forn>s  of  jurifprudence 
more  prompt,  and  left  favourable  to  chidane;  but  as 
an  altcratibn  of  fo  much  difiiculty  could  not  be  ac- 
Gomplifhed  in  a  fingle  day,  it  was  neccflary  for  hiiri 
to  begin  with  a  thorough  knowledge  of  tbe  pra&'ice 
of  the  (jourts,  and  with  keeping  a  watchful  eye  over* 
their  conduct,  He  went  to  the  fcnate-houfe  at  ah 
hour  when  no  one  expcdled  him>  and,  fiivdihg  it 
almoft:  empty,  fent  a  fummons  to  command  the  at- 
tendance of  the  members^  and  ekprefled  with  w^rratb> 
yet  with  dignity^  how  much  he  was  hurt  by  their 
iieglecfl.  ^       . 

(  Commerce,  the  arts,  the  fcierices,  were  eqiially  ob- 
jedls  of  attention  to  the  new  Czar.  In  Ruiiia  almoft 
all  the  departments  of  adminiflration  are  confided  to 
a  certain  number  of  pcu^fons  who  form  the  fevei*^l 
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boards  to  which  they  give  the  title  of  colleges :  thus 
they  denominate  one  the  college  of  admiralty,  an- 
other the  college  of  the  receipt  of  cuftoms,  a  third 
the  college  of  agriculture.  Peter  frequently  vifit- 
ed  thofe  boards ;  he  took  a  part  in  their  delibera- 
tions, he  even  challenged  them  in  argument,  and  if 
be  was  incapable  of  throwing  light  on  the  fubjed^s  un- 
der difcuffion,  he  at  leaft  animated  them  by  his  pre- 
ibnce}  and  countenance.  He  feemed  to  have  it  at 
heart  to  bring  back  the  people  to  his  own  way  of  ^ 
thinking.  This  was  no  eafy  enterprise;  for  the  peo* 
pie,  prepo^fled  by  their  priefts,  knew  that  this 
Prince  preferred  I^utheranifnrt  to  the  religion  of  the 
Greek  jchurcb,  and  Germans  to  Ruilians.  Never-, 
theirs  the  CJzar,  attentive  to  the  counfels  of  hie 
friend,  and  zealoua  to  imitate  the  example  of  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  made  himfelf  of  eafy  accefs  to  all 
who  requefted  an  audience,  received  their  petitions, 
^nd  made  it  bis  ftudy  to  procure  juft^ce  for  them.  His 
enemies  themfelves  could  UQt  refrain  from  giving 
their  teftimony  to  a  popularity  which  recalled  to  me-  - 
xnory,  in  certain  refpeds,  that  of  Peter  I. 

Early  after  his  acceffion,  Peter  invited  the  fo- 
reign minifters  to  an  audieiice,  and  received  their 
comjpliments  of  congratulation  with  much  dignity  of  - 
deportment.  This  behaviour,  noble,  decent,  in  every 
particular  contrary  to  the  ideas  which  almoft  all  had 
formed  of  this  Prince,  filled  them  with  fnrprize;  but 
lyhat  aftoniftied  them  ftill  more,  at  a  iplendid  enter- 
tainment which  he  gave  them,  he  was  extremely  re- 
.fcrved  in  converfation,  and  drank  temperately.  In 
a  word,  natives  and  foreigners  contended  in  expref- 
lions  of  admiration  at  a  char>ge  which  they  could 
icarcely  beliie\;;e  to  be  real.  The  court  of  Vienna  it- 
fclf  for  fome  time  reckoned  on  the  amicable  difpoii- 
tions  of  the  the  new  Czar,  M aria-Therefa  flattered 
berfelf  that  the  death  of  Elizabeth  would  not  entirely 
difturb  the  good  underfianding  fubfifting  between 
the  two  Imperial  courts;  but  thefe  hopes  fpeedily 
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evaporated.  Peter  wai^  incapable  of  difCfhulationfj 
and  of  all  the.  fentimenta  he  entertained  that  which 
lie  was  leaft  able  to  difguife  was  hh  attachment 
to  the  King  of  Pruffia;  He  fet  at  liberty  the  Pruf^ 
fian  prifoners  confined,  at  Peterfburghjj  and  adrhitted 
them  to  his  table.  One  of  theiti  iVbdrtl  he  tredtcd 
with  peculiar  (^iftinftton  was  the  Count  de  Hordt/  a 
Swedifh  officer^  who  had  entered  into  the  fervice  of 
Frederick  If.  and  whom  Elizabeth  kept  for  three 
years  in  a  ftate  of  exile.  '^  The  Czat  made  this  man 
his  confid^ntj  his  bbfom  friend,  and  talked  tb  hitti 
alrtioft  inceffantly  on  bis  darling  fubjeftj  the  Pruf- 
fiah  monarch. 

He  feldom  invited  to  his  court  any  of  the  foreign 
itiiniffers,  except  the  Pruflian  erivoy^  and  M.  Keith 
the  Britifh  ambaflador,  which  fenderCd  hi^  coldnefS 
to  others  ftill  more  difgufting.  Peter  had  long  kept 
up  anintimatecorrefporfdende  with  Frederick}  in  hii 
letters  he  addrcfled  hfcn  under  no  otber  defignatiori 
but  that  of  his  dear  brother,  or  his  worthy  maffer  :  h^ 
called  to  his  recolle<5lion  that,  previoully  to  his  owri 
elevation  to  the  rank  of  Grand-dukej  he  had  the  ho- 
nour of  holding  a  comnfiiflion  in  his  Majefty's  fer- 
vice, and  he  defcended  fo  far  as  to  entreat  the  King 
to  grant  him  a  higher  rank  in  his  army.  The  JPruN 
fian  monarch  knew  pcrfed^ly  well  how  -to  avail  him- 
felf  dexterouflyofthe  Czar's  friendfhip.  *  He  did  nol 
immediately  grant  the  promotion  which  Peter  had  fo- 
licited,  in  order  to  excite  in  him  a  more  ardent  de- 
fire  to  obtain  it;  but  after  afbort  delay  informed  hirtl 
by  letter  that  he  had  raifed  him  to  the  rank  of  Ma- 
jor-general, not  in  confideration  of  his  ftation  as'  i 
fovereign  prince,  but  entirely  out  of  refp^^  for  hi^ 
military  talents.  This  pretended 'favour  overwhelm-* 
ed  Peter  with  delight.  His  paffion  for  the  Kin^  of* 
Pruffia  grew  ftronger  and  ftronger.  He  had  the  por- 
trait of  that  monarch  hung  up  in  his  chamber,  and 
celebrated  this  inauguration,  and  the  gloKy  acquiredl 
by  obtaining  h  military  degree  from  B«!rlin,  by  a  mag-» 
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nificent  repaft,  in  which  he  forgot  the  temperance 
he  had  for  fome  time  pracftifed.  If  the  infatuation 
of  Peter,  on  the  fubjed  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  had 
not  been  come  to  the  height,  it  might  have  ftood 
correded  by  certain  farcaftic  leflbns  which  "^he  provok- 
ed from  his  own  fubjedls.  I  (hall  jjuote  only  one  in- 
fiance. — "  Do  you  know,"  faid  he  one  day  to  the 
hetman  RazouiHofFsky,  "  Do  you  know  that,  before 

I  was  Grand-duke,  I  had  a  lieuteuancy  in  the  fer- 

vice  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  ?*' — "  Very  well !"  re- 
plied theKoflac,  "your  Majcfty  may  npw  repay  the 
**  compliment  by  making  the  King  of  Pruflia  fieldr 
"  marefchal." 

The  afcendant  which  his  Pruffiani  Majefty  had  ac- 
quired over  the  Czar  not  only  gave  umbrage  to  raoft 
of  the  courtiers,  as  well  as  to  fome  of  the  foreign  mi- 
nifters,  but  the  changes  he  undertook  to  efFedl  by  no 
means  met  with  general  approbation.  Nay  fome  of 
thofe  changes  created'  him  a  great  number  of  ene- 
mies, and  demonftfated^  that  if  he  fometimes  had 
good  intentions,  he  was  deftitute  of  the  illumination, 
and  efpecially  of  the  chara6ter^  neceffriry  to  the  go- 
vernment of  a  great  empire.  Amidft  projc<Ss  the 
moft  happily  conceived  he  frequently  adopted  fbmc 
that  were  ufelefs  and  even  dangerous.  The  delire  of 
ameliorating  the  ftate  of  things  hurried  him  on  im- 
prudently to  hazard  premature  reform. 

It  was  undoubtedly  juft  and  beneficial  to  diminilK 
the  riches  of  the  higher  clergy,  and  to  combat  pre- 
judice :' but  at  the  very  comn^encement  of  a  reign, 
^gainifi  which  inveterate  prepofleffion  had  b^en  enter- 
tained, and  that  by  a  nation  fupcrftitious  in  the  ex- 
treme, and  more  than  half  barbarian,  was  it  wife  to 
irritate  aj  numerous  clafs  of  men  who,  from  their 
profeffion,  poUefled  fucH  a  mighty  influence  over» 
others^?  What  neceflity  was  there  to  remove  from 
the  churches  the  images  of  the  faints,  an  objecft  of 
fuch  profound  veneration  to  Ruffians  ?  Where  .was 
the  prudence  of  incenfing  all  the  deyotees  of  the 

empire 
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empire  by  fending  into  baniftiment  the  archbifhqp  of 
Novogorodj  who  thougfert  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  that 
removal?  No:  this  however  Peter  did;  and  foon- 
found  himfelf  under  the  neceffity  of  recalling  the 
prelate;  and  by  this  new  mark  of  weaknefs  h0  gave 
frefh  fpirit  to  his  enemies,  withou;fe  recovering  the 
good  will  of  the  offended  papas..  Thefe  monks  dif- 
fufed  over  the  whole  empire  a  belief  that  the  Empe- 
ror had  feigned  to  embrace  the  communion  of  the 
Greek  church  merely  as  a  ftep  tQ  the  throne,  but 
that  he  was  a  Lutheran  in  his  heart,  of  which  be 
gave  daily  proof,  by  afFedting  a  rooted  contempt  for 
the  ufages,  the  ceremonies,  gnd  the  religion  of 
Ruffia. 

It  was  recollected  at  the  feine  time,  th^t  he  had  . 
given  orders  to  build  a  Lutheran  church  in  his  caftle 
of  Oranienbaum,  at  the  dedication  of  which  he  had 
affifted  in  perfon,  by  diftributing  with  his  own  hand 
books  of  the  Canticles  to  his .  Holfteinefe  foldiers, 
whereas  he  had  not  deigned  to,  enter  the  Greek  ' 
church,  conftrucfted  about  nearly  the  fame  period. 
It  was  faid  that  he  had  farther  outraged  tbe  faints, 
by  chriftening  two  of  his  (hips  of  war  recently  built, 
tiie  one  by  the  name  of  his  uncle,  the  Prince  George^ 
and  , the  other  by  the  name  of  the^ing  of  Pruflia^ 
the  Frederick.  It  was  repeated,  in  a  word,  that  he 
never  mentioned  the  Ruifian  nation  but  in  terms  of 
difdain,  and  the  Germans  but  in  the  language  of 
refpCidi.-.  All  thefe  rumours,  accordingly,  artfully 
dillcminated,  fpeedily  alienated  from  this  Prince  the" 
hearts  wbieb  the  firft  aiSts  of  his  government  had 


While  others  were  fo  eafily  rendering  him  an  ob- 
je6i:  of  fufpi^ion  to  the  people,  he  himfelf  likewife 
feemed  determined  to  give  difguft  to  the  army.  He 
uniformly  gave  the  prefei'e.nce  to  the  German  over 
the  Ruffian,  foidiery.  He  diibanded  the  noble  guard 
which  had  formerly  feated  Elizabeth  on  the  throne ; 
be  fqperfcded  the  horfe  guards  in  the  duty  they  per^ 
^  K3  forn\e4 
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forrr>ed  nt  court,  and  fubilituted  his  own  Holfteinei^ 
guard  in  their  room.  He  introduced  the  Pruffian 
exercife,  which  was-  undoubtedly  bctt^  than  that  to 
which  they  were  accuftomed,  but  it  gave  offence  be- 
jcaufe  they  wejp  forcpd  to  learn  it.  He  excitod  mur-r 
murs  of  difafFeJ^ion  in  the  regiments  IsmailofFsky  and 
Preobraginfky,  by  ordering  part  qf  them  from  tlie  ca-r 
pit(il  to  march  into  Pomerania,  and  join  the  army 
cjeftiped  againft  Denmark.  He  promoted  his  uncle. 
Prince  George  of  Holftein,  an  officer  of  very  flender 
jBxperience,  to  the  rank  of  Gciieraliffirao  of  th^  Ruf- 
fian armies,  and  gavp  him  the  feparate  command  of 
the  hprfe  guards,  a  poft  never  occupied  but  by  the 
chief  of  the  empirp.  Finally^  he  had  prejudiced^  hia 
troop3  againft  hipifejf  to  fpch  k  degree,  that  even  the 
moil  ufeful  arrangement  pccaiipncd  general  difcon- 
tent.  They  even  went  fo  far  as  to  cenfure  hiip,  be- 
caufe  he  wanted  to  diftinguifh  the  feveral  regiments 
by  different  facings  and  collars,  alleging  it  was  a 
Gernian  faftiiorf^  which  by  po  means  fvjited  Ruffia. 

But  what  difpl'eafed  all  parties  at  once  was  the  de- 
ijgn  which  Peter  .openly  avowed  of  recovdcing,  by 
fprce  of  arms,  the  dutchy  of  Schlefvvig,  of  which  the 
prown  of  Denniark  had  taken *pipfleffion,-  in  face  of 
the  claim,pf  the  Dukes  pf  Holfteiq^  The  moment 
for  undertaking  this  war  was,  Mndoubtedly,  by  no 
means  favourable  ;  but  in  order  to  form  a  fair  judg- 
ment whether  or  not  Peter's  niotives  merited  con- 
demnation, it  is  peceflary  to  rpcoHedl  what  were^is 
rights. 

The  Kinj^  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  Frederick  II. 
who  filled  the  throne  toward  the  middle  of  the  fixr 
teenth  century,  was  in  ppfleffion,  independently  of 
his  kingdoms,  of  thedutchjcs  pf  Holftein  and  Schlef- 
wig,  and  was  defirous  that,  at  hjg|  deiith,  bis  three 
fons  ihoulfl  divide  thofe  dutohics  among  themfclvcs^ 
Chriftijap  III.  whp  fupceeded  hin)  in  the  tbrpne,  ac- 
cordingly had  one  (hare.  Prince  John  another,  and 
f^riiKc  Adolphus,  a  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Holftein- 
.   '         '      ^        -'      "  '6pttorp^ 


V 


1 


r 


.1763.]  EMPftESS  OF  RtTSSrA.  161 

Gottorp,  took  itofKjffibn  of  the  reft.  Thefe  threfe 
princes,  equally  united  by  blood  and  friendftip^^ 
Agreed  to  govern  Holftcin  and  Schlefwig  in  eoinmon,, 
and  this  Compa6t  was  not  diflblved  even  by  the  dehth 
of  John,  who  left  no  iflufe.  /But  the  heirs  of  the 
other  two,  to  whom  the  farrie  conditions  were  pre- 
fcribcd,  did  not  all  fubmit  to  them  with  cordiality. 
The  Kings  of  Denmark^  more  powerful  than  the 
Dukes  of  Hplftein,  ufed  inccfllmt  endeavours  to  keep 
them  under,  and  finiChed  their  career  of  oppreffioh 
hj  making  tKemfelvcsfole- matters  of  Schlefwig.  In 
vain  did  the  dukes  remonflrate  againft  this  ufurpa- 
tion,  in^vain  took  up  arms  to  refiff  it.  After  more 
than  a  century  of  contention,  they  found  themfelve^ 
folemnly  ftripped  of  their  claims  on  Sfchlefivigj  by  a 
treaty  concliKled  in  1720,  under  the  mediation ,  of 
xjFrance  and  England.  "       -^ 

Duke  Charles  of  HoMlein  who,  in  17 26,  efpoufed 
onfe  of  the  daughters  of  Peter  I.  and  who  was  the 
father  \3^  Peter  III.  flattered  himftjf,  at  firft,  thfitt 
Kuffia  would  proeiire  a  reftoratioft  of  that  part  of  hi* 
ihhefritance  which  had  betin  wrefted  from  him  by  the 
Danifh  irionarehs/  but  the  death  of  Catharine  I. 
fpccdily  quaflied  thpfe  hopes.  The  Emperor  Charje^s 
VI.  in  May  1732,  concluded  a  treaty  with  theKing^ 
of  Dennriark,  to  which  the  Czarina  Anne  acceded, 
and  which  fandiioned  the  invafion  of  the  rig!fts  of 
the  Duke  of  p[o}ftein,  at  the.  fame  time  obliging  the 
King  of  Detimark  tp  make  him  a  cpmpenfation  of  a 
million  of  crowns,  payable  within  two  years,  and  enr* 
joining  the  Duke  tp  accept  of  that  payment  at  the 
term  prefcribed,  otHcrwifc  the  DanilTi  monarch  to 
ftand  releafed  from  all  farther  indemnification.  The 
Duke  of  Hplftein  conftantly  rem  on  ilr^ted  againft  this 
treaty,  and  reje^lied  the  money  whcji  ofFered  in  payr 
ment.  His  Ion,  Peter  IIL  irnitated  his  exaipple : 
and  it  was  in  the  view  of  doing  himfelf  ju;ftice  that^ 
on  his  elevation  to  the  throne  of  Ruffia,  he  mad^ 
great  preparations  againft  the  King  pf  Penmark. 
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But  tbefe  preparations  were  as  wretchedly  conduced 
as  unfeafonably  undertaken;  Peter,,  who  followed, 
rather  the  fmpqlfe  o(  his  heart  than  the  diflates  of 
reafon,  and  who  had  an  affection  for  the  hej:man  Ky-r 
rille  Razoumoffsky,  through  ignorance  of  his  perfidy, 
offered  him  the  comnuind  of  his  army.  The  hetmg.n 
had  the  addrefs  to  elude  this  offer  by  a  ftroke  of 
pleafantry  which  ought  to  have  opened  the  eyes  of 
the  Czar  to  difcern  the  dangers  of  his  enterprif^: — •■ 
/^  Your  Majefty,"  faid  hc^  ^*  mufthave  a  fecond  army, 
/^  to  make  that  under  my  conimj^od  advance."  . 

The  King  of  Prullia,  whom  Peter  with  fcrupulous 
exa<Snefs  informed  of  every  thing  he  did,  frequently 
gay^d/im  his  heft  advice.  He  endeavoured  at  firft  to 
divert  him  from  bis  hoftile  proje6ts  againft  Denmark, 
?ifid  from  his  purpofe  of  recovering  the  Dutchy  of 
Schlefwig;  but  finding  his  refolutiqn  unalterable,  h/e 
counfelled  him  to  go,  before  he  engaged  iq  the/vvar^ 
and.haye  hirnfelf  crowned  at  Mofcowwith  all  the  ac- 
cuilomed  cerqqppny  and  magnificence,  and  notrtp 
inarch  a  ftep  to  join  his  army  without  taking  in  his 
fuit  the  foreign  miniflers,  and  every  Ruffian  of  whofe 
fidelity  he  entertained  a  fufpicion.  Hc  likewife  re- 
;COiiimended  to  him  not  to  be  in  a  hurry  to  touch  the 
revenues  of  the  chiirch,  and' not  to  meddle  with  the. 
habiliments  of  the  papas,  becaufe  thefe  minutiae  are 
always  matters  of  great  importance  in  the  eyes  of  a 
.fuperftitious  people.  He  advifed  him^  finally,  to  pre- 

*  ferve  all  the  deference  and  refpedl  which  wer^  due  to 
his  confort,  and  above  aH  things  to  look  to  his  per- 
fonal  fafety.  There  is  no  room  to  doubt  that  Fre- 
derick, who  was'  well  acquainted  with  the  charader  of 
Peter  and  with  that  of  Ca,tharine,  forefaw  at  a  dif- 
tance  eve^ry  thing  which  afterward  came  to  pafs.  Ac- 

.  cofdingly,  in  writing  to  his  miniftcr  to  perfevere  in 
maintaining  habits  of  intimacy  with  the  Czar,  he' 
charged  him  to,  be  careful  ju  his  attentions  to^  the" 
Pmprefs. 

Unhappily  for  Peter,  he  did  not  feel  hirnfelf  bound 
'"'"■■-  ^        :  .  ^  t© 
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to  fubmitin  every  cafe  to  the  leflbns  of  the  monarch, 
whom  he  called  his  mafter.'  He'infenlibly'  relapfed  , 
into  his  vicious  habits.  He  frequently  pafled  the  day 
in  drinking  and  fmoking,  amidft  a  circle  of  low- 
court- fycophants,  mod  of  whom  wifhed  to  fee  him 
ruined,  and  beftovved  perfidious  applaufe  on  his 
l-vhims,  and  on  his  moft  dangerous  innovations.  Nor 
was  his  condudl  toward  the  Emprcft  lefs  extrava- 
gantly abfurd.  At  the  very  moment  he  was  paying 
homage  to  the  fupcriority  of  her  genius,  he  could  not 
fupprefs  the  indign^itipn. with  which  her  offences  in- 
fpired  him.  In  the  moft  facred  and  magnificent 
cereiHonies  obfcrved  in  Ruffia,  fuch,  for  example,  as 
tie  benedidion  of  the  holy  water,  he  made  her  ap^ 
pear  decorated  with  all  the  infignia  of  imperial  dig- 
nity, and  fatisfied  himfelf  with  atten(;iing  at  the  head 
of  hiS:  retinue,  habited  as  a  fimple  colonel,  as  if  he 
meant  to  fhew  his  people  that  Ihe  was  formed  for 
reigning,  and  himfelf  for  fervlng.  Nay,  at  court, 
he.  fom<;times  left  her  charged  with  the  whole  repre- 
fentation  of  royalty,  whereas  he  himfelf*  drefled  in 
the  uniform  of  his  regiment,  came  and  rcfpe61fully 
prefented  to  \\tx  his  officers,  whom  he  denominated 
his  comrades.  Peter  I.  had  formerly  a6^ed  in  like 
manner  tovTard  Catharine  I.  and  his  minifter  Menzi- 
kofF;  but  with  the  power  of  rcfumin^  the  Emperor 
whenever  he  pleafed.  Peter  \.  poflefled  the  fkill  of 
employing  means  which  P^ter  III.  did  not. 

The  apparent  favour  of  the  Emprefs  was  not,  ^jow^ 
ever,  of  long  duration.  As  loon  as  th^  Czar  believed 
himfelf  firmly  feated  on  the  throne,  he  no  longer 
niade  a  f^cret  of  his  abhorrence  of  her,  and  fomc- 
times  exprefled  it  in  terms  the  moft  humiliating. 
At  the  rejoicjngs  on  occafion  of  the  peace  juft  cprt- 
eluded  with  the  King  of  Pruffia,  Peter  who,  during 
the  difplay  q{  the  fireworks,  was  feated  by  the  fide 
of  Catharine,  obferving  the  Countefs  of  WorohzOfl^ 
his  miftrefs,  paffing,  called  her,  and  m^adeTi^  fit  by 
J)im.  Catharine  immediately  retired/  without  any 
^  .  ^  ^  -effort 
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effort  on  the  part  of  the  CMr  to  detain  her. .  The 
feme  flight,  at  fupper,  he  propofcd  the  health  of 
Prince  George  of  Holfte^n,  aod  aH  the  company  ftood 
tip^  except  Catharine,  who  pretended  a  pain  in  her 
foot.  Peter,  provoked  that  the  Bmprefs  iTiould-  dare 
to  fail  in  the  refpe<ft  which  fhe  oyred  to  his  ttncle, 
bcftowed  on  her  an  epithet,  perhaps  abundantly  dcr 
ferved,  but  which  the  Emperor  ought  not  to  have 
applied  to  his  confort.  Catharine,  humbled  nt  it, 
eouid  not  refrain  from  (bedding  tears,  and  for  fome 
time  talked  in  a  whifper  on  the  Aibjc6l  of  this  infult 
with  her  chamberlain,  Serguei-Alexandrowitz  Stro- 
ganoff,  whom  (he  had  the  farther  mortifrcatian  of 
feeing  almoft  immediately  pot  under  an  arreft.  Her 
tears  interefted  the  fpeftators,  and  Peter's  inconfi- 
derate  ially  filled  them  with  indignation. 

It  was  by  fuch  fcenes  as  thefe  that;  the  Empreft 
felt  her  hopes  revived.  She  perceived  that  fhe  fhould 
fbon  obtain  the  fuperiority  over  the  Czar,  by  oppof- 
ing  to  his  contempt  and  imprudent  franknefs,  extreme 
addrefs  and  circumfpe6Hon.  Her  fole  ftudy  hence- 
forward  wa^  to  gain  the  hearts  which  he  loft.  Long 
pra6Hfed  in  the  arts  of  diffimulation,  it  was  tHfy  for 
her  to  affedl  in  the  eyes  of  the  multitude  fentiments 
the  moft  repugnant  to  her  real  charadler.  The  pu- 
pil of  the  pbilpfop^bers,  fhe  TifTumed  the  cbaradler  of 
a  bigot :  fhe  relbrted  daily  to  the  churches  of  Peterf- 
burgh,  praying  with  all  the  air  of  a  finccre  fervor, 
flri(3ly  conforming  to  the  moft  fuperftitious  pra<3fccs 
of  the  Greek  religion,  receiving  the  poor^with  avtry 
mark  of  benignity,  and  treating  the  papas  with  much 
refpedi,  who  did  not  fail  in  their  turn  to.go  ftorn 
houfe  to  houfe  (bunding  her  praife. 
'  In  the  interior  of  the  palace,  the  manner  of  life  of 
the  two  conforts  was  po  lefs  different.  While  Peter 
fhot  bimfelf  up  with  the  Gountefs  de  WoronzofF, 
M.  Keith,  the  Pruflian  oflicers,  and  fome  of  his  fa- 
vourites ;  while  he  v.as  forgetting  his  rank  fo  far  as 
to  live  in  a  ftate  of  familiarity  with  ftage-players,  ad- 
mitting 
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initting  them  ibtnetimes  even  to  bis  table  ;  the  Ejn^ 
prels  held  her  court  with  a  mixture  of  dignity  aii4 
af&bility  which  charmed  all  who  appfcxicbed  her  x 
fte'was  particularly  careful  to  attach  to  herfelf  per-.- 
fons  wbt>,  by  their  credit,  their  courage,  or  their  m^ 
trignes,  .Height  become  ufefnl  to  her.  _, The  impra^ 
dent  Czar  gave  qmbrage  not  only  to  moft  of  his  Ruf- 
iian  fubje(Ss,  blit  to  almoft  all  th(^  minifters  of  foreign, 
courts.  The  Dani(h  ambaflador  never  appeared  \vi 
hia  profcnce  without  meeting  fome  to]^en  of  dtfre- 
fpc*9t ;  s  the  Auftj^ian  minifter  always  jiiet  with  a  cold 
reception,  ^nd  the  French  mimifter  himfelf,  who  had 
enjoyed  fuch  high  cojificleration  under  the  preceding 
reigp,'  foon  perceived  that  the  views  of  Pefedr  were 
not  more  favourable  to  the  court  of  Terfaillies,  than 
to  that  of  Vienna*        ' 

Peter  had  already  refolved  to  conclude  with  Frc- 
dcrick  a  partipiilar  peace,  and  an  alliance  ofFeniivc 
and  defenfive.  For  this  efFe<3,  he  fent  Goudowitz 
into  Germany, ;  under  pi^tencc  of  announcing  to  his 
brother-in-law,  the  Prince  d'Ahh^lt-Zerbft,  his  ac* 
iceflion  to  the  th rope-  He^at  the  fame  time  gave  ^ 
Goudowitz  fecret  orders  to  take  Brefl«iu.  in  his  way, 
as  he  returned,  to  communicate  his  intentions  to  the 
King  of  Pruffia.  Frederick  liftened  with  avidity  to 
the  overtures  of  a  prince  who  was  facrifxcii^g  to  him 
all  the  benefit  that  could  be  deri^ied  from  the  war; 
for  tlje  Ruflians  had  alrcady  ma4e  thcmfclves  mafter 
of  royal  Pruffia,  and  the  courts  o^  Vienna  and  Ver- 
sailles had  guaranteed  the  pofleffion  of  it  to  the  Em- 
prefs  jfilizabetb.  So  ^ar  from  bcinij  fatisfied  with 
evacuating  Pruffia,  Peter  earneftly  wiihed  that  Frcr 
/ierick  might  fpeedily  be  \x\  a  condition  to  turn  againft 
the  Aufinians  the  army  which  had  aflifted  them  to 
keep  the  field  againft  him,  and  all  the  return  healfcr 
ed,  as  a  compeniatlon  for  Kb  many  advantages,  was  • 
the  friendftiip  of  the  Pruffian  monarch,  and  an  aid 
pf  6000  men  againft  the  Danes.  The  return  of  Gou- 
jdpvvitz  to  Peterllpurgb^.  jiyas  folflowcd  by  the  arrival  of 
"    •  '  '^    "  '  ■  "^  the 
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the  Count  de  Scbwerin,  a  perfon  already  known  to 
Peter,  The  King  of  Prufiia  lent  b)m  thither  to  aifift 
bis  ininifter  GoHz*  in  concluding  the  treaty  of  peace 
ami  aUiance  offered  by  the  Czar  ;  and  the  prefence 
and  cminfels  of  Schwerin  contributed  hot  a  little  to 
render  this  treaty  beneficial  to  Frederick.  TheBritifh 
,  minifter,  M.  Keith,  was  likewife  very  ofeful  on  this 
occafion  to  the  King  of  PrulSa,  whom  he  had  long 
been  in  the  habit  of  fupporting  in  the  good  graces 
of  Pcten     . 

The  Czar  bad  already  difpatched  his  inftru<5tio«>s  to 
General  TebcrnifcbefF,  who  xxjmmanded  the  30,000 
RufBan  auxiliaries  in  the  Auftrian  army,  and  who 
had  taken  up  bis  winter  quarters  in  Moravia,:  tp  re- 
enter Poland  by  way  of  Silefia*  By  freOi  inftru6)tions 
that  general  was  prefently  after  direAed  to  make  his 
troops  a^  in  conjunction  with  thofe  o£  the  King  of 
Pruffia,  and  to  conform  in  all  refpe6\s  to  the  orders 
of  that  Monarch.  The  Czar  did  not  fo  much  as 
vouchfafe  to  inform  the  ctorts  of  Vienna  and  Ver- 
failles,  nor  their  minifters  rcfident  at  his  co^jrt,  of 
thtik  important^  meafures.  They  derived  thdr  firft 
intdligence  from  the  gazettes.  Some  time  afterwards, 
the  Ruffian  an>baflador  at  Vienna  declared  to  the 
Prince  de  Kaunitz  : — "  That  the  Czar,  finding  tbc 
^*  mode  of  negotiation  by  a  congrefs.too  circuitous, 
^'  had  preferred  a  direct  treaty  with  the  King  of  Pruf- 
^\  fia ;  that  be  was  On  the  eve  o(  making  bis  peace 
"  with  that  Monarch  ;  that  he  advifed  the  Court  "of 
Vienna  to  follow  this  example,  and  that  it  would 
be  matter  of  attonifliment,  fhould  the  Emprefs-^ 
^  queen  take  offence  at  the  line  of  conduft  he  pur- 
fued,  as .  the  war  of  Germany  was  not  only  foreign 
to  himfeir,  and  prejudicial  to  bis  interefts,  but  bur- 
**  denfomc  to  his  people."  This  declaration:^ preceded  , 
only  by  a  few  days  the  treaty  which  the  Czar  con-? 
eluded,  May  5th,  with  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
King  of  Pruflia. 

Peter  ordered  this  peace .  to  be  celebrated  with  all 
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poffible  magnificence.  The  rejoicings Jafied  Cor  fe^ 
veral  days ;  ^e  himfelf  appeared  hi  a  Pruffian  uni^ 
form,  decorated  with  the  order  of  the  black^eagle^ 
which  Frederick  had  Tent  him  ;  and  as  if  he  ^had  inr 
tended  to  mjike  this  feftivity  an  occafion  of  offering  ^ 
a  more  dire<d  infult  to  Auftria,  he  invitol  the  am- 
baflador  of  Maria-Therefa  to  partake  of  it,  which  that 
minifter  haughtily  rejc<ied-  During  the  whole.time  ^ 
of  this  fceae  of  revelling,  fcarce  a  day  pafied  but 
what  Peter  terminated  by  drinking  to  excels,  and 
thofe  excefles  were:^hvays  accompanied  by  fomeaS 
of  imprudence.  One  evening,  according  to  cuOom, 
he  turned  the  coriveriation'  to  his  darling  fubje(9:, 
Frederick ;  then  looktng/fteadily  at  the  counfeHor  of 
ftate,  Wolkoff,  who  fat  oppofite  to  him,  he  fuddenly 
exclaimed : — ^^  Well,  it  mull  be  admitted  that  this 
**  fame  ifcingof  Pruflia  is  a  cnagician,  a  very  forCerer ! 
"  he  knew  all  our  plans  for  condu<!iing  the  campaign 
♦^^  as  ft)on  as  we  had  formed  them/*— ^WolfcofF,  quite 
difconccrted,  could  only  blufli  in  reply. — Peter  fays  to 
him  : — "  Wherefore  this  embarraflmcnt  ?  Thou  haft 
no  longer  to  fear  a  journey  into  Siberia.  Is  it  not 
true,  that  with  all  the  terror  of  it  hanging  over  thy 
head,  thou  communicatedil  to  me  all  the  plans  and 
proje<3s  adopted  in  council,  and  which  I  traafmitt- 
ed  to  his  Majefty  the  King  ?" 
At  the  ifllie  of  iilmoft  every  fcene-  of  rejoicing  \h 
celebrating  the  peace  of  Ruflia  with  Pruflia,  the 
Czar,  who  was  fenfible  how  much  the  ambailador 
from  Vienna  muft  have  been  irritated, and  undoubtedly 
meaning  to  give  bini  ftill  more  ferious  ground  of  of- 
fence, (ent  him  a  meflage  to  this  purpofc; — ^'  That 
as  the  Emprefs-queen  alone  threvv  obftacles  in  the 
way  of  a  general  pacification,  prompted  by  a  fpirit 
*'  of  infatiable  ambition,  and  by  an  unjuft  defire  of 
recovering  Silcfta  and  the  county  of  Glatz,  .fo  fo- 
lemnly  ceded  to  Pruflia,  he  had.rcfolved  to  lend 
"  20,000  men  more  into  Germany,  to  conllr^jn  Ma-. 
ria-Thcrefa  to  renounce  her  illegitimate  preten- 

"  fions.% 
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^'  fions/' — ^Every  thing  feemed  to  announce  that  this 
was  not  likely  to  prove  an  empty  menace.  The  King 
erf  Pruifia  already  flattered  Himlelf  that  frefh  fuccours 
woaild  fpeedily  join  the  Kulfians  now  marching  un- 
der his  ftandard,  and  fucb  were>  in  fa6l,  the  inten- 
tions of  the.Czan  But  a  fudden  cataftrophe  ren- 
ciered  abortive  the  hopes  of  Frederick,  and  totally* 
cba.agcd  the  face  of  the  court  of  Ruffia. 

Amidft  his  warlike  preparations,  his  plans  of  re-' 
form  undertaken,  but  fcarcely  ever  executed,  and 
kis  ufelefs  banquettings,  Peter  was  not  unmindful  of 
the  Countefe  of  Woronzoff;  he*  permitted  her,,  on  the 
cDntrary,  daily  to  acquire  new  empire  over  him. 
That  young  woman,  deftittrte  of  every  thing  like  acf- 
<irefs^  but  fiupidly  proud,,  and  under  the  influence 
€xf  ;sn  ambitious  and  crafty  father,  had  the  art  of  pro-^  . 
curiiig  from  the  CzaTj,  fometimes  by  flattery,  fome- 
fimes  by  chiding,  and  fometimes  evep  by  carrying 
ler  inlblence  fo'fer  afe  to  beat  him,  a  renewal  of^'thc  ,^ 
p'omife  which  he  had  already  made  her,  while  he  wai^ 
caily  Grand-duke,  conformably  to  which  he  was  to 
marry  her,  and  place  her  inftead  of  Catharine  on  the 
throne  of  Rivffia.  ^  Elevated  by  this  hope,  fhe  had 
tlie  indifcretion  to  make  a  boaft  of  it,  and  that  in- 
difcrction  proved  her  deftru^tion.  While  her  fatber 
and  af  few  courtiers  devoted  to  her  intereft,  were  at 
wc»rk  to  fmooth  her  path  to  the  throne,  rival  intereftg  ( 
innumerable,  which  both  her  prefent  credit  and  fu- 
ture aggrandixcment  rendered  ininlical  to  the  Czar, 
arjtd  partilans  to  the  Emprefs,  were,  as  if  by  concert, 
employing  every  poflible  means  of  exclnding  her 
from  it.  Peter,  fully  asindifcreet  as  tbe  Countefs  de 
WoronzofF,  feemed  by  his  condu<ft  to  authorize^  the 
rumours  which  (lie  difleminated,  and  be  hardly  any 
longer  made  a  fecret  of  his  intention  to  repudiate 
Catharine,  and  to  declare  the  young  Grand-duke, 
Paul  Petrowitz,  a  bafiard.  He  refolved,  however,  to 
clothe  this*  adl  of  dcfpotifm  with  an  appearance  of 
juftice;  and  he  believed,  that  by  |>roduckig  complete 
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«vul€nc€j  of  Catharine'^  infidelities,  hiis  proceediilgs 
again  ft  her  would  meet  with  approbation,-  not  only 
among  his  own  fiibjedls,  but  all  over  Europe, 

Th^  Counteft  de  WoronzofF,  informed  by  the  old 
fenator,  her  father,,  of  the  firft  loves  of  the  Emprefi 
and  SoItikofF,  had  taken  care  long  before  to  have 
the  Czar  made  acquakited  with  them,  and  this  it  was 
which  determined  him  to  illegitimate  and  diiinherit 
hex  f'^^-  He  recalled  to  Peterfburgh  that  Soltikoff, 
who,  fince  Elizabeth  had  (hewn  herfelf  fo  weak  as  to 
dare  leis  to  puiiiih  than  to  reward  in  him  the  auda- 
city of  having  defiled  his  mafter's  bed,  had  carried 
from  Hamburgh  to  Madrid,  his  title  of  miniiler,  his 
want  of  conduift,  and  his.  opprobrious  charader. 
Peter  loaded  him  with  careflcs  and  benefits,  and  did 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  'draw  from  him,  ah  au* 
thentic  confeffion  of  the  criminal  intercourfe  which 
he  had  formerly  kept  up  with  Catharine.  The  whole 
CQurt  perceived  dearly  that  Soltikoff,  allured  by  the 
prc^pe<9;  of  a  fplendid  recoiinpenfe,  or  intimidated 
by  the  terror  of  exemplary  chaftifement,  would  do 
whatever  the  Czar  wiflied,  and  Peter  himfelf  hoped, 
not  without  reafort,  that  his  ancient  chamberlain 
would  be  unable  to  refift  his  impgrtunity.  He  was 
BOW  refti«aincd  but  by  one  confideration,  the  difficulty 
of  fixing  upon  his  fijcceflbr. 

Though  thi$  Prince  lived  publicly  w^th  the  Coun- 
ted de  Woronzoff^,  though  he  hari  frequent  inter** 
views  with  a  pretty  dancing  girl  of  the  theatre  of 
Peterfburgh,  though,  in  a  word,  he  afieiftcd  to  be 
engaged  in  a  variety  of  adventures  in  gallantry,  he 
was  not  perhaps  a  whit  the  nearer  the  creation  of  aa 
hfeir.  The  operation  tb  which  he  had  fubmitted  ia 
the  firft  years  of  his  marriage,  removed  an  obiiacle 
without  fupplying  the  neceflary  means.  Nature 
had  infpired  him  with  an  ardent  paffi6n  for  the 
fex;  paroxyfms  of  defire  inceflantly  overtook  him, 
biit  every  thing  feemed  to  affure  him  they  would  re-» 
main  for  ever  unprodu^ive.     Pcrfuaded  of  the  full 
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extent  of.  his  misfortune,  and  wifhing  ncvertheleis 
to  elevate  fonle  one  to  tb^  place  of  Paul  Petrowitz,? 
be  foddenly  ponceived^  very  lingular  proje6i:.  Ho. 
ref6lved  to  adopt  Prince  Ivan^  whom  Elizabeth  had 
dethroned,  to  cleclare  him  his  fucceflbr,  and  to  make 
him  marry  the  young  Princeft  of  Holftein-Beck^ 
who  was  then  at  Peteriburghj  and  whom  he  loved  as 
a  daughter.  Peter  accordingly  had  himfelf  lecretJy 
conducSled  to  Schlulielburgh,  with  an  intention  to 
pay  a  vifit  to  Prince  Ivan,  without  difcovering  to  the 
young  nian  who  he  himfelf  was,  that  he  might  form 
a  judgment  whether  he  were  Worthy  of  the  advan^^ 
tages  to  which  he  deftined  him.  v 

We' have  already  feen  that. Ivan  III.  was  fiill.  m  thd 
cradle,  when  the  revolution  which,,  in  1741,  placed 
Elizabeth  on  the  throne^  (hut  him  up  with  the  re- 
gent Anne  his  mother,  and  his  whole  family,  in  the 
fprtrefs  of  Schkiiie] burgh.  From  thence  Ivan  was 
conveyed,  as  weil  as  his  kindred,  to  the  fortrefs  of 
Riga,  where  they  rerhaiaed  eighteen  months.  From 
Riga  they  were  carried  , to  Dunamounde,  and  after- 
wards to  Oranienburgh,  a  city  built  by  Menzikoff, 
in  the  cold  province  of  Woronetz.  At  this  place  . 
Ivan  was  feparated  from  his  family,  who  were  thence 
tranfported  to  Kolmogor.  A  monk,  who  had  accels 
to  Ivan's  prifon,  carried  him  off  from  Oranienburgh^ 
with  a  defign  -to  conduct  him  into  Germany  ;  but 
was  ftoppcd  at  Smolenfko,  <On  this  Ivan  was  im-^ 
mured  in  a  monaltery  within  the  city  of  Waldai,  at 
no  great  diftance  fron)  the  high  road  between  Pcterf- 
burgh  and  Mofcow.  The  Emprcfs  Elizabeth  having 
an  inclination  to  fee  him,  in  1756,  had  him  carried 
back  to  Schlulielburgh,.  where  he  had  been  confined 
on  his  dethronement.  They  conducted  him  with 
great  fecrecy  to  Peterlburgh,  to  the  houfe  of  Peter 
Schouwaloff,  where  Elizabeth  had  two.  interviews 
.  with  him,  but  without  difcovering  herfelf.  .  Ivan  was 
then,  about  fixteen  years  old;  he  was  tall,  had  a  very 
interefiing  figure,  ^  fuperb  bead  pf  hair,  and  a  voico 
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of  fingular  (Vectnefs.  Elizabeth  fhed  abutxlance  of 
tears  as  (he  converfed  with  him;  but  this  did  not 
prevent  his  being  reconveyed  to  the  gloomy  dungeon 
whither  Peter  went  to  vifit  him  fit  years  afterwards. 

The  Emperor  chofe  to  be  accompanied  on  this  elc-' 
ctirfion  only  by  the  boyard  Leon  Alexandrowitz  Na-' 
rifchkin,  his  grand  mailer  of  the  horfe  j  the  baron 
tJngern-Sternberg,  one  of  his  aids-de-camp  general ; 
the  BarOn  de  KorfF,  mafter  of  police  nt  PeterjQburgh ; 
and  the  counfellor  of  flate  WollcofF*     He  had  pro- 
vided himfelf  with  an  order  figned  by  his  own  hand^ 
enjoining  the  commandant*  to  permit  the  bearers  to 
walk  without  interruption  over  every  part  of  the  for- 
treft,    without  excepting  even  the    fpot   t6  which 
Prince  Ivan  was  confined,  and  to  allow  them*to  cod- 
verfe  with  him  in  private.     Peter  had,  bcfides,  taken 
care  to  conceal  the  infignia  of  his  rank,  and  recom- 
mended to  Leon  Narifchkin,  who  was  tall^  and  finely 
formed,  to  deport  himfelf  fo  as  to  pafs  for  the  Em- 
peror.    But  whether  by  chance^  or  whether  he  read , 
the  truth  in  the  eyes  of  fome  of  the  company,  Ivan 
did  ngt  miftake  the  perfon  of  the  Czar.     After  hav- 
ing for  Tome  time  furveyed  the  ftrangers  who  had 
juft  entered  his  apartment,  he  fuddenly  threwhimfJlf 
at  Peter's  feet,     "  Czar,"  faid  he,  "  you  are  mafter 
here.    I  will  not  importune  you  with  a  long  prayer^ 
but  mitigate  the  feverity  of  my  lot.     I  have  fighed' 
away  many  years  in  this  dungeon.    The  only  fa*- 
vour  I  aik  is,  that  I  may  be  permitted  from  time 
**  to  time  to  breathe  a  purer  air.*' — Peter  was  ex- 
tremely afFedled  by  thefe  words.— ^^  Rife,  Prince^'* 
faid  he  to  Ivan,  ftroking  him  gently  on  the  (boul- 
der ;"  difmifs  all  anxiety  about  the  future.     I  will 
"  do  every  thing  in  niy  power- to  render  your  fitua- 
"  tion  more  agreeable. — But  tell  me.  Prince,  have 
"  you  any  recolledlion  of  the  diftrefles  you   under- 
"  Went  from  your  earlieft  years  ?"— "  I  have  hardly" . 
^*  any  idea,"  f(^lied  Ivan,  "'of  tftofe  which  aflailcd' 
"  my  infancy  ;  but  from  the  moment  that  I  began 
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to  be  fenfible  of  my  misfortune,  I  never  ceafcd  to 
mingle  my  tears  with  thofe  of  my  father  and  my 
"  mother,  who  were  wretched  only  on  my  account ; 
and  my  greateft  inifcry  was  to  fee  the  barbarous 
treatment  they  fufff^red,  as  we  were  hurried  from 
^  one  prifon  to  another."  "  How  !  whence  proceeded 
"  that  unkind  trcatnjeiit  ?.*'  demanded  the  Czar.— 
"  From  the  officers  who  condu6ted  us,"  replied  Ivan, 
".and  \yho  were  always  the  moft  inhuman  of  man- 
•*  kind."—"  Do  you  recolle6t  the  names  of  thofe  oiR- 
*^cers?"  fays  Peter.—"  Alas!"  replied  the  young 
Prince,  "  we  tad  no  curiafity  to  procure  information. 
"  We  fatisfied  ourfelvcs  with  giving  thanks  to  heaven 
"  on  our.  bendecj  knees,  when  thofe  monilcrs  were 
"  replaced  by  officers  lefs  ferocious." — "  What !" 
cxchirned  the  Emperor,  "  did  you  never  meet  witfx 
"  any  who  poflcfl&d  humanity  ?"  "  One  alone  de- 
*'  ferves  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  this  herd  of  ti7 
"  gers,"  faid  Ivan  ;  "  he  carried  with  him  our  cficem 
"  and  our  regret.  His  goodnefs,  his  generous  atten- 
"tions  (hall  never  be  effaced  from  my  memory."-— 
And  you  do  not  fo  much  as  know  the  ,name  of 
that  worthy  man  ?"— —eagerly  demanded  l^eter. 
Oh,  yes,  I  remember  it  very  well,"  replied  Ivan  ; 
"  his  name  is  Korff^." 

This  very  Baion  Korff"  was,  as  has  been  already 
mentioned,' one  of  the  Czar's  retinue.     He  melted- 
into  tears  as  he  liftened  to  this  detail ;  and  Peter,, 
no  Icfs  affe^led,  laid   hold  of  his  arm,  and  faid  to 
him  in  a  voice  almoft  flifled  with  emotion  : — :**  Ba- 
"  ron,  feehow  a  good  action  is  never  thrown  away !" 
In  order  to  recover  from  his  emotion,  Peter  went 
out   with   KoriF,   Narifchkin  and  Wolkoff*,  leaving, 
the  Baron  d'Ungern-Sternberg  alone  with  Ivan. — ^ 
"  How  then  canie  you  hither.  Prince  ?"  faid  Ungern- 
Sternberg  to  him — "  Who  is  able,"  replied  Ivan, 
to  take  fufficient  precaution  againft  the  razboinika 
(highwaymen)  I  One  day,  an  order  from  I  d«  not 
"  know  whom  comes  to  the  prifon  where  I  was  with 
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"  tnyfamUy.  The  razboinik^  burftinto  oui^dome^ic 
"  circle,  and  tore  me  a\Yay  frpm  th?  only  perfonsl 
knew  in  the  world,  and  who  alone  had  gaiiled  m^ 
tendernefs  ^nd  confidence,  I  n^ean  myr  fafber^  m^ 
"  mother,  my  brothers  aqd  my  fiftera. ,  Qb,  .how 
^'  many  tears  have  I  fhed  over  them  !  and  how  vtij:.^ 
**  they, have;  lameutqd,  if  they  are  ftill-  jrLJife,  th'Q 
"  death  of  their  foh  and  their  brother  TV^WhatdH 
^^  you  believe  \yill  be.  the  fate,  of  our  new  Eqniperor  ?V 
dem^and^d.the  ^arpn.'.  "  If  I  may  jucige  froni  the  i^ea 
*^  which  t  have  formed*  of  the  Ruffians.'*  faid  Ivanl 
\^  it  will  not  be  more  fortunate  thaQ  my,  own!  V  My 
"  father  and.  mother  have  frequQutly.  repeated  to  me, 
**  that  foreigp  Prihces  will  always  be  hated  and  de- 
*^  throned  by  the. perfidious  ^nd  haughty  Ruf^ans/* 
The,  Czar  now  returned  with  Narifchkin,  Korff^ 
Wolkoff,  and  accompanied  by  the  commandant,  to 
whom  he  faid,  in  the  prcfeqce  of  Ivan  :  "  I  , order 
"  you  to  give  the  Prince,  from  this  moment  fprward, 
^^  every  alliftance  he  may  pleafe  to  alk  of  you,  and 
**  to  permit  him  from  time  to  time  to  walk-abroad Iri 
the  great  fquare  of  the  fortrcfs.  I  will  fend  you, 
in  writing,  .mo,re  particular  orders,  conformably  to 
'^  which  you  will,  henceforth  regulate  your  cpndu(5t 
*^  toward  his  facred  perfon/'  .  On  quitting  tvan's 
apartment, .  the  Emperor  run  over  the  interior  of  the 
fortrefs ;  and  after  having  examined  the  fpot  of  grQund 
which  appeared  to  hi'm  commodious  for  the  contrac- 
tion of  an  edifice  proper  to  lodge  the  prifoner,  he  ' 
directed  the  cornmandant  to  fet  the  worknien  a-go- 
ing, and  added  :— "  I  will  hkve  it  a  pavilioQ  of  oiije 
"  cafcnr>eots  in  front,  and  thrt  the  .reft  of  the  area 
"  may.  be  laid^out  into  a  gatden  where  he  may  takq 
*i  the  air,  and  fimi  fome  mitigation  of  the  rigour: 
*^  which  fiill  renders  his  confinement  necefllary,  A^ 
^^  foon  as  the  pavilion  ip.  completed,  I  will  come  n>y- 
"  felf  and  put  the  Prince  in  pofl^ifiqn."  .^ 

In  all  probjability  the  Czar  hpld.tliis  language,  to 
the  commandant  of  Schl^fifel^ur^h^ 
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tttit .  that  officer's  penetmting  into  his  real  inten- 
tions;  for  what  occafion  could  there  otherwife  have 
been  to  ifliie  orders  for  the  conftru<£lion  of  a  tiew 
ftriifoti^  ,foT  him  whom  he  deftined  to  the  throne  ? 
This  prifon  had  befides,  it  is  faid,  a  very  different 
6!ge6l.  Her  coftfort,  it  was  thought,  defigned  this 
pVifoti  for  Catharine  herfelf.  Before  h^s  departure 
from  Schluflelburgh,  Peter  once  more  revilited  the 
Prince  in  his  dungeon  ;  he  then  returned  to  Peterf- 
burgh,  where  no  one  entertained  any  fufpicioo  of  the 
fcXtraorcHriary  interview  which  had  juft  taken  place, 
and  miich  lefs  ftill  of  what  he  was  meditating  in  fa- 
vour of 'Ivan.  When  Prince  George  ofHolftein,  the 
Eplperbr's  uncle,  got  information  of  the  vifit  which 
that  Monarch  had  paid  to  Ivan,  he  advifed  him  to 
fend  the  young  Prince  back  to  Germany,  as  well  as 
Duke  Anthony  of  Brunfwick,  his  father,  and  the  reft 
of  bis  family.  Peter,  who  did  not  wifh  his  uncle 
fhould  dive  into  his  projcdl,  affefled  to  approve  of  his 
advice ;  but  fatisfied  himfelf,  for  the  moment,  with 
ordering  Ivan  to  be'efcorted  to  the  fortrefs  of  Kex- 
holitt,  built  in  a  little  ifland  of  the  lake  Ladoga,  and 
at  a  much  greater  diflance ;  and  from  thence,  bad 
him  fccrctly  condu<9:ed  to  Peterlburgh.  What  can- 
not but  force  itfelf  on  obfervation,  upon  this  occafion, 
IS,  that  a  ftrange  fatality  feemed  to  purfue  throughout 
the  unfortunate  Ivan  ;  for,  when  they  were  condu6l- 
ing  him  from  Schluflclburgh,  on  board  si  galley  which 
was  to  land  him  at  Kexholm,  a  tempcft,  which  arofe 
fuddenly,  had  almoft  fwallowed  up  the  boat  in  which 
he.  was  en>barked. 

'  Meanwbile  the  imprudences  of  the  Czar  daily  re- 
animated the  hopes  of  Catharine,  and  the  defigns 
which  he' had  formed  againft  her,  part  of  which  were 
but  too  Wejll  known,  emboldened  her  to  rifk  every 
tMng  in  thd'way  of  prevention..  B'anilbed  to  Peterf- 
hpff,  and  lodgedju '.one  of  the  moft  retired  and  leaft 
cronfpicuous  apart^fents  of  that  palace,  (he  pafled  her 
day*  in  to^di^atitigthe  prdjedl  oF  precipitating  her 
^  •'  confort 
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confort  from  the  throne,  and  her  nights  in  the  anns 
of  a  lover  whom  (he  had  contrived  to  render  the  mpft 
intrepid  of  confpirators.     Ever  fince  the  difinifiionx^ 
Count  ,Poniatow(ky,  (he  h^d  the  addrefs  to  make 
herfelf  appear,  in  .  the  eyes  of  the  mod  oljfervant  of 
her  court,  faithfql  to  her  paflion  for  that  Polarider ; 
but  (he  indemnified  herfelf  fufficiently  ia  fecret.:foa? 
,the  abfence  of  him  whom  (he  affcAtd  to  love  with 
undivided  tenderncfs.     To  keep  up,  the  miftake  of 
thofe  who  had  a  vigilant  eye  upon  her  cdnduift,  (he 
wasijnder  the  twofold  motive  of  interefting  them  m 
favour  of  an  unfortunate  pa(Bon,  and  of  throwing  a 
vail  over  her  fecret  indulgences.     All  her  friends 
themfelves  were  the  dupes  of  her  artifice.    Breteuil, 
who  aifumed  the  credit  of  being  very  clear-fighted, 
and  of  poflefling  the  entire  confidence  of  Catharine, 
believed  her  (b  conftant  in  her  afFedlion  for  Ponia- 
tow(ky,  that  he  degraded  his  charadler  as  minifterof 
France,  (b'  far  as  to  convey  ta  her,  with  his  own 
hand,  all  the  letters  of  that  lover,  and  tp  take  charge 
of  6cr  anfwejrs.     The  Princefs  d'AfchkofF  herfelf 
fenew  not  that  (he  was  under  the  influence  of  any 
other  Ipve  but  that  of  (ludy  and  of  Poniatow(ky^  and 
(he  had  alrpady  beeri  deeply  engaged  in  a  confpiracy, 
in  concert  with  Orloff^  Iqng  before  (he  entertaijied 
aay  fiirnrifp  thq|:  he  was  fo  much  as  kqpwn  to  the 
Emprefs.     The  only  pcrfon,  in  a  word,  who  was  in 
the  fecret  pf  hei*  amoroqs  intrigues,  and  who  cpn- 
dudlied  them  throughout,  was  qne  of  Her  women 
named  Catharine  Ivanovvna,  the  moft  dextrous  of 
confidant^,  and  the  leaft  icrupulous  of  duennas.   She 
conducted  herfelf  with  fo  much  addrefs,  that  the  gal- 
lants whom  (he  introdqced  to  her  millrefs^  enjoyed 
almoft  always  the  favours,  of  that  Pnncefs,  without 
]cnowing  who  (he  was.  OrlofF  did  not  long  continue ' 
in  this  ftate  of  Ignorance ;  he  acquired  tpo  great  an 
afcendant  over  her  to  admit  of  deferring  ^  difcovery 
pf  her  quality. 

L  3  Gregory  ^ 
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Gregory  OrlofFpoflefled  the  advantages  neither  of 
btfth  nor  of  education,  but  he  had  received  from  na- 
tureibrhe  of  the  hbppiefl:  endowments,  beyond  all 
doiibt,*  courage  and  manly  beauty,  Grandifon  of  a 
llrelitzVbo,  in  the  grand  execution  at  Mofcow,  was 

:  on  the  point  of  lofi.ng  his  bead  by  the  axe  of  Peter  I. 
x^htn  his  apathetic  compofure  induced  that  Prince  tq 
fparc  his  h'fe,  Gregbry  ferved  in  the  artillery,  while 
two  of  his  brothers  were  only  common  foldiers  in  the 

V  guards.  Count  Peter  SchouwalofF,  grand-mafter  of 
the  ordnance,  a  man  vain  and  ftately,  wiflhed  to  have 
the  handfomeft  of  his  officers  for  aid-do-camp,  and' 
made  choice  of  Gregory  OrlofF.  Ht  hadiikewife  fof 
his  miftrefs  one  of  the  mbft  illuftrious  and  mod  beau- 
tifiil  women  at  court,  the  Princefs  Kourakin,  whq 
ipeedily  notified  to  the  aid-de-camp  that  (lie  prefer- 
red him  to  his  general.     But  unfortunately  the  ge"- 

,  iieral,,  who  furprizcd  thetp  together,  forbid  OrlofF  hi§ 
prefence^  and.  threatened  to  empFoy  all  his  influence. 
to  have  hiirt  banifhed  to  SibcVia.  [This  Vdventure 
took  filace  toward  the  clofe  of  Elizabelh^s  reign,  and 
niade  fonrie  noife.  It  became  a  fubjec^l  of  converfaV 
tion  both  at  court  and  in  the  city,  and  the  report  of 
it  reached  tl^e  retreat  to  which  Catharine  had  been 
obliged  to  condemn  herfqlf.  Curiofity,  perhaps  com- 
paflion,  infpired  her  with  an  inclination  to  know  thQ 
young  officer  whofe  misfortune  (he  had  heard  of, 
Jvanovyna  procured  her  a  fight  of  him,  with  all  the 
accuftomed  precautions,  and  Orloff,  without  guefl'- 
ing,  at  firft,  who  the  beauty  was  that  intereiled  her- 
felf  in  bis  fate,  found  in  j\6y  many  more  charms,  and  a 
much  greater  ardor  pf  affedlion,  than  in  the  Princels 
Kourakin.  This  firft  and  myfterious  interview  was 
followed  by  'mafiy  others,  in  which  Catherine  dif- 
covered  tendevnefs  only ;  but  when  {l;c  believed  her- 
fdf  fully  afTured  of  the  intrepidity  and  difcretion  of 
her  lover,  (he  unfolded  to  him  her  ambitious  de- 
figns.     OrlofF  on  this  formed  with  her  a  confpiracy, 
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in  which  he  fbon  engaged  his  brothers,  his  intimate 
friend  Bibikdff,  Lieutenant  Paflcck,  and  other  *offi-» 
cer§,  by  means  of  whorri  he  gained  over  fome  com- 
panies of  the  guards,  but  without  difcovering  what 
was  really  his  proJc<9^.  .    '  • 

Catharine  was  as  yet  Grand- dutchefs  only,  when 
her  attachment  to  OrlofF  commenced,  and  her  in- 
trigue with  him  was  not  the  only  one  which  (he  con- 
duced with  equal  addrefs  and  good  fbrtunp.  Seve* 
ral  other  officers,  befidc  various  perfons  of  her  court, 
had  partaken  of  her  favours  ;  'but  as  fhe  did  not  find 
in  them  the  de^tednefs  and  the  genius  which  were 
neceflary  to  her,  (he  was  fatisfied  with  fccuring  thci^ 
ffi^ndfliip,  but  did  not  impart  to  them  her  fectet. 
Lieutenant-general  Viilebois  was  on*^  of  thofe  whom 
that  Princels  diftinguifhed  the  moft;  and  whep  h« 
obtained  the  comrhand  of  the  artillery,  on  the  death* 
of  the  general  who  difcarded  OrlofF,  fhe  prevailed 
With  him  to  beflow  the  poft  of  captain -paymafiirr  to 
hSs  <iorps  on  that  favourite.  *  Viilebois  did  whatever 
fhq  defired,  without  once  fufpeding  that  he  brought 
forward  a  preferred  rival. 

On  her  mounting  the  throne,  Catharine  continued 
to  be  neverthelefs  thei  powerful  though  inviiible  di- 
recftrefs  of  the  fadtion  of  the  grandees,  the  remains  of 
thofe  confpirators  at  the  head  of  whom  Beftijfchcff 
ilbd  the  SchouwalofFs  had  fucceiEvely  appeared,  and 
'of  which  the  hetmanKyrille  Razoumo^sky,  Prince 
Wdkonfky,  nephew  of  the  exiled  BeftufchefF,  and 
major-general  of  the  guards,  with  Count  Panin,  were 
the  firmed  fupports.  Finally,  fbe  had  the  addrefs  to 
form  a  third  cbnfpiracy,  managed  by  the  young  Prin- 
cefs  d*AfchkofF,  and  which  always  fhewed  itfelf^  if 
not  the  mofi:  formidable,  at  leaft  the  mod  afiive  and 
impetuous.  Tb  partijfans  of  thofe  three  facEtions 
jii6ted,  moreover  without  the  privacy  of  each  other, 
and  Catharine,  who  animated  the  \yl)ole,  feemed  to 
;take  no  part  in  their  cabals. 

L  4  The 
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The  Princefe  d'Afchkoff,  returned  for  feme  timet 
paft  from  Mpfcow,  where  her  hufband  had  detained 
her  in  a  fpecies  of  exile,  did  not  feel  herfclf  difpofed  to 
enter  into  the  vievvs*of  her  family,  -who  wifhed  to  fee 
her  fuperfcde  her  fitter  in  the  good.. graces  of  iho 
Czan  That  fifter  was  better  adapted  to  the  military 
i;afte  of  Peter,  and  Madame  d'Afcbkoff  had  occa-. 
fion  for  a  lover  who  could  do  fomething  more  than 
drink  and  fmoke  tobacco.  She  from  that  time  formed 
a  c;lofe  intimacy  with  Catharine.  They  pafled  whole 
days  together,  employed  in  literature  and  intrigue  ; 
and. when  the  ]£mprefs  was  relegated  to  Peter (hofF, 
the.Princefs  remained  at  Peteriburgh,  the  better  to 
proHH^te  Ijpr  intcreft.  She  then  engaged  in  a  cor- 
r^ipondcnce  by  Jetters  with  the  Emprefa,  whereiq 
ihe  gaye  her  an  account  of  every  thing  that  pafled  at 
court  or  in  the  capital,  and  fuggeHed  the  means  re^. 
quifite  tp  defeat  the  Czar's  purpofes. 

The  ^tachment  which  the  Princefs  d'Afchkoff 
had  vowed  to  Catharine  was  not  the  only  motive 
which  ftimiilated  her  to  ferye  that  Princefs.  She  wa& 
particularly  jealous  of  the  glory  which  awaited  her 
fifter;  apd  neither  the  menaces  of  that  fifter  and' of 
her  father,  nor  the  authority  of  the  chancellor,  her 
luicle,  in  vvhofe  houfe  (he  had  been  brought  up,  had 
I  ppwer  tp  detach  her  frpm  a  party,  at  the  head  of 
which,  fpch  was  tlje  filly  pride  ftic  indulged,  (he. 
thought  herfelf  placed.  She  had  ftudied  languages^, 
and  read  a  great  many  foreign  bqol^s,  during  her  re- 
fidence  at  Mofcow,.  which  inflamed  her  natural  va- 
nity, and  led  her  tp  defpife.thc  ignorance  of  her. 
compatriots.  Flattering  herfelf,  in  a  word,  with  pof- 
fefling  the  capacity  to  dirc6l  a  confpiracy,  flie  braved 
with  a  high  hand  the  refentments  of  her  family  :  fhe 
would  have  braved  death  with  equal  intrepidity. 

The  Princefs  d'Afchkoff  had  for  fome  time  been 
attended  by  a  Piedmontefc  of  the  name  of  Odart, 
^vhom  wailt,  and  the  defire  of  making  a  fortune,  had 

.    attra6led 
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attra6ted'to'  Beteribur^^  and  who*  confirined  her 
tafte  for  French  literature,  by  making  her  acquainted 
with  the  bcft  authors  of ^  that  nation.  Odart  was  fo 
much  the  more  valuable  to  Princefs  d'Afchkoff,  that 
-be  united,  like  herfelf,  a  reli(h  for  polite  learning 
with  the  genius  of  intrigue.  She  was  inceflantly 
boafting  of  being  poflcflfed  of  a  man  to  whom  ihe«felt 
herfelf  indebted  for  her  own  fuperiority,  and  fpoke  of 
him  to  the  Enjprefs  in  terms  fo  advantageous  that 
ihe  was  earneft  to  attach  tiim  to  her  intereft,  and  be- 
flowed  on  bim  the  title  of  her  private  fecretary. 

In  a  ihort  tim6  ttyg  fuppfe  and  infinuating  ifecre- 
tary  became 'One  <3i^ki^  confidants,  not  of  the  amo- 
rous intrigues  of  ^Wi^rine,  but  of  her  projeiSs  of 
ambition.    -A  witncffs  of  the  fortifications  to  which 
that  Princeis  tvas  fubje6led,  of  the  farther  humilia- 
tion which  threatened  her,  he  perceived  clearly  that 
there  was  no  other  way  to  efcape  but  the  downfai  of 
the  Emperor.     But  how  was  this  downfal  to  be  ac- 
compli (bed  ?  How  mufter  up  the  courage  requifite 
tq^uchan  enterprife?     Odart  perceived  all  the  dijSi- 
caltiee^  all  the  danger  of  it;  but  he  likewife  knew, 
tliat  if  t<i)rture  and  death  threatened  on  one  fide, 
riches  and  honour  allure.i  on  the  other.     Money  was 
ihe  only  deity  which  Odart  worfhippcd :  his  choice 
was  accordingly  foon  determined.     He  immediately 
addrefled  hia)felf  to  the  Princefs  d*AfchkofF,  who, 
iharing  in  advance  his  audacious  ideas,  was  excef- 
fively  flattered  to  find  in  a  man   whofe  talents  flie 
efteemed,  an   accomplice   worthy  of  herfelf.     Ah! 
with  what  hopes  did  not  thefetwo  puny  and  infolent 
confpirators  then  intoxicate  themfelves?  What  did 
they   not   promife  themfelves  they   (hould    obtain, 
could  they  but  fubvert  the  matter  of  one  of  the  greateft 
empires  in  the  world  ?     Odart  believed  that  an  im- 
menfe  fortune  muft  be  the  reward  of  his  fervices ; 
the  Princefs  imagined  that  the  whole  univeffe  would 
never  ceafc  to  fpeak  of  her^  and  tbat  her  own  glory 

would 
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would  ri/e  far  above  thc,glory  eveo.ofho'  frienld,  wbcJm 
Jhe  wifhed  to  render  fole  miftrefs  of  the  throne. 

But  the  execution  of  aprojexft  fo  vaft  required 
meant  more  efficacious  than  vatn  illuiions  ^nd  un* 
'prolific  defires.  Much  more  was  neteflary  than  a 
woman  of  eighteen  years  old  and  an  uriknown  ad- 
venturer. Accordingly,  when  Odart  and  Madame 
d'Afchko6f  had  amuied  tbemfelves  fufficiently  with 
Gonteniplating  the  magnificent  rccompenfe^  at  which 
they  grafped,  they  bogah  to  think  of  the  n^ethod  to 
procure  foldiers ;  money,  which  always  makes  fu re 
of  fofdiers ;  a  chief  whofe  naii^^nd  authority  might 
have  a  commanding  infiuencvkr  themi'a  man  ef* 
pecially  who,  habituated  tP^^^iKnage  *  courtiers,  to 
conduiSt  intrigues,  w^a  nejlher  to  be  cmbarrafled  by 
obfiiacles  nor  intimidated  by  crofs  incidents:?  .On 
this  they  turned  their  eyes  toward  the  hetman  Ky-f 
rilje  RaKoiimofFsky  and  Count  Pauin. 

The  great  credit  wliich  the  hetman  had  enjoyed 
under  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  and  the  familiarity  with 
which  he. was  treated  by  Peter  III.  which  he  coo- 
trived  to  fupporl,  gave  him  a  very  powerful. ijifluciico 
^t  court;  and  bis  prodigious  wealth,  which  enabled 
him  to  indulge  himfclf  in  continual  a<5ls  of  liberality 
to  a  multitude  of  needy  officers  and  foldiers,  fccured 
him  many  friends  in  the  army.     He  occupied  aoe  of 
the  firft  places  in  the  empire.     He  did  not  greatly 
cfieem  Catharine,  whofe  gepius  be  prized  not  very 
highly,  and  whofe  irregularities   he  had  obfcrvcd: 
he  was  aware  of  the  danger  of  an  attempt  to  de- 
throne the  Czar,  but  he  was  always  aniniated   with 
tjie  fpirit  of  his  ancient  party.     When  the  Prlncefs 
d'AfchkofF  cotnmunicated  tp  him  her  defigns,  the 
hetman  applauded  them,  and  without  appearing  to 
take  a  diredl  part  in  the  bufinefs,  aiTured  her  of  his 
fupport  when  occafion  might  require.     It  was  thus 
that  when  Orloff  prefented  himfelf  a  few  days  after 
at  his  houfe,  to  found  his  inclinations,  he  gave  him 
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all  encouragement  to  oppofe  the  ddigns  wliipb  the 
Emperor  meditated  againfl:  his  conibrt,  and  told  him 
at  the  fanrie  time,  that  thofe  who  fliould  defend  that 
Princefs  might  rdy  on  his  joining  them.  The  h^f 
i.)an  kept  the  fecret  from  OrlofFashe  had  from  Mar- 
dame  d- AichkofF,  and  fatisfied  with  beholding  two 
new  factions  put  in  motion;  he  refolved  within  him* 
fclf  to  fupport  them  with  all  the  power  of*  his  own. 
RazoumoflLsky  went  ftfll  farther.  He  immediately 
afleiT)bled  his  friends,  and  without  unfoldtng'to  them 
precifely  the  double  projedl  which  had  been  confided 
Jo  him^  he  told  them  that  to  his  certain  knowledge  a 
defign  vyns  on  foqt  among  the  troops  to  dethrone  tho 
C^ar,  and  that  if  they  did  not  make  l^afte  to  declare 
themfclves  the  cbi  :fs  of  it;  the  only  alternative  that 
remained  was  to  become  the  forced  inftrumfeiits  of 
the  foldiery,  or  perhaps  their  vi6lims.  On  this  they 
demanded  of  hjm  what  they  were  to  do  ? — "  St$nd  by 
*'  me  the  moment  that  the  confpiracy  breaks  oqt,'* 
replfed  thehetman,  "  and  leave  it  to  metoraifeyou 
f '  to  the  rank  to  which  your  birth,  your  fortune,  and 
^*  your  talents,  give  you  a  juft  titfc.  The  blind  in- 
trepidity of  certain  obfcurc  confpirators  is  going  to 
ftrike  the,  firft  blovy.  Let  us  qarefully  watch  the 
^*  moment  of  it.  If  they  facceed,  our  dextrous  in- 
."  terpblition  piqft  reap  the  fruit.  Do  you  fed  re- 
^^  folved  fuffioiently  to  follow  my  example  ?"  They 
allfwore  to  it,  and  the  aflembly  feparated,  in  expec- 
tation of  the  terrible  eyent  which  flattered  at  onca 
hatred  and  ambition. 

Secure  of  the  co-operation  of  RazoumofFsky,  the 
Prihcefs  d'Afchkoff  and  Odart  employed  all  their 
ikill  to  engage  Count  Panjn  in  their  party,  and  Ca- 
tharine recommended  to  them  to  tiegleft  nothing 
that  could  make  tlhis  point  good.  She  well  knew, 
that  if  the  name  arid  jprefence  of  the  hctman  was  to 
produce  a  decided  cfFecft  in  the  firft  moments  of  the 
revolt,  the  experience  and  ability  of  Panin  wereftill 
more  neceflafy  to  prepare  its  fuccefs.    He  alone  poC- 
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lefied  the  povijcr  of  artfiilly  temperrog  the  outragieaQ^ 
'VHttity.  of*  Pcincefs  d'AfchkofF;  of  exciting,  inf^^m- 
irrgtbe  hri.trecl  aa4  vengeance  of  RazourootFsky  ;  of 
giving  dire(*^iQn  to  the  greedy  and  fervile  ambition  of 
Otkrt  jvartd  of  apparently  juftifying  the  confpiracy 
fcy  involving  in  it  the  xm^fi  of  the  yourrg  Paul  Pc- 
Irpwit^,  his  pupil.  The  Prinoeis  cTAfch^off  there^^ 
Ibre  cbkrged  Odart  to  prppofe  to  Panin  an  aflbciatioa 
with  thebi,;  and,  Pahin,  ioftigatcd  by  »  i^tQtive  6ill 
jnore  powerful  than  that  of  ferving  the  Emprefe  and 
>  the  *Grand-duke,  promrted  to  do  what  t^  Pifincefs 
ddJred. 

All  this  was  ftill.too  little  for  Madame  d*Afch- 
ioff;  :  She  addrefftd  heyfelf  direi^ly  to  jtbe  Prtnpe 
Wolk^nfkyi  major-gencr^I  of  the  guards^  Wblkon- 
ji[y/  it)ftru6led  in  the  arts  of  intrigue  by  bis  ^nfmanf 
Beftufcbeffi  atnl  the  heir  of  bis  hatred  to  Peter,  Wot- 
\oxi^^\i  whofe  a«>bili©n  liMiged  fw  a  phangc  of  gor 
V^xnmcnt^  and  who  fiatteired  l^imfelf  with  foon  play- 
ing the  firft  part  in  the  new  fa6)}on,  was  not  more 
,  deaf  to  pcrfuafion  than  Paainand  Razoumoffsky. 

The  Acchbifhop  of  Novogorod  was  gained  over  in 
like  manner.  He  was  reckoned  upon  even-  before 
any  overture  was. made  tim.  The  Emperor  had 
Juft  recalled  him  from  the  exile  to  which  hchad  been 
a  few  months  before  jeondemned ;  but  the  prelate, 
more  irritated  by  the  fe verity  of  his  fovereign  thatn 
melted  by  his  clemency,  only  waited  for  an  opportu- 
•mty  of  fignalizing  his  hoiy  refeotmeot.  Superftition 
ftirniflied  him  with  ample  means  to  this.  efFe6l^.  He 
was  weH  acquainted  with  the  ftupid  zeal  of  the  Ruf- 
finn-s  in  behalf  of  every  thing  pertaining  to  the  Greek 
religion^  ^xiA  the  fwarms  of  nK)nks  whom  he  had  un- 
der abfolute  control,  continued,  under  the  pretext 
of  defending  that  religion,  to  infufe  irijt^  ^11  hearts 
their  own  hatred  of  a  Prince  wbo;  feemed  to  bajve  im- 
prudently declared  himfelf  its  enemy. 

The  .Priueefe  d'Afchkoff  .wiftxed  Jikewife  to  makp 
fore  of  part  {of  the  a^my,  ;  She^was,  acquainted  with 
'  '  niany 
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many  oftht  officers;  (he  made  a  feint  oTT paying  them 
a  viflt  of  pdliteneft  merely,  and  frequented  the  bar- 
racks. OrlofFmether  there.  It  was  riot  difficult 
to  come  to  an  explanation.  They  were  prefehtly  of 
one  miod  ;  and  *rithout  fuipe^Sing  that  Orloff  was 
known  to  Catharine,  Princefs  d^Afchkoff' found  rat 
him  more  than  one  accomplice.  In  ihe  belief  that 
ihe  alone  bad  gained  over  Gregory  OrlofF,  the  Prin- 
ccft  flattered  herfelf  that  (be  bad  like  wife  gained, 
through  his  means,  the  two  brothers-  of  that  corifpi- 
ratbr,  not  le(?i  handfbme,  not'lefs  daring  than  him-' 
(elf,  and  of  a  ftrength  of  body  and  a  brutality  of 
manners  which  rendered  then^  formidable  even  to  their 
friends.  She  at  the  fame  time  ftrengthened  her  party 
by  the  acceffion  of  fpveral  other  officers  or  foldiers 
whom  Orloff  had  long  been  preparing  for  rcbellion  ; 
and  when  Odart  imagined  he  was  communicating 
the  firft  intelligence  of  thefe  fucce(ies  to  tlie  Em- . 
prefs,  that  miftrefs  in  the  art  of  diffimulation,  who, 
got  an  account  of  every  thing  from  her  lover  in  their 
nodurnal  interviews,  took  care  not  to  undeceive  her 
fecretary,  and  offend  the  vanity  of  Madame  d'Afch- 
koff.. 

One  traitor  alone  (lood  in  no  need  of  felicitation  ; 
that  very  Gleboff  whom  the  Czar  bad  raifedfrom  the 
loweft  pra<9ice  of  law  chicane  to  the  important  poft 
of  procurator-general  of  the  fcnate.  The  perfidious 
monfter  concluded  that  his  maimer  wpuld  not  be  able 
to  maintain  his  ground  agaihft  tl'^e  hoft  of  fo(^a  who 
were  preparing  to  attack  him,  and,  adding  cruelty  to 
ingratitude,  he  refolved  to  contribtite  to  his  ruin,  in  • 
order  l;o  make  an  advantage  of  it.  He  was  on  the 
look-out  then  for  a  conspiracy  to  which  he  might  at- 
tach himfelf,  and  the  moment  he  got  frent  of  that 
which  Odart  and  Princefs  d'Afchkoff  vC-cre  concert- 
inrr,  he  went  and  offered  them  his  f^'rvices.- 

The  confpirators  Ivere  farther  ceftaift  of  beirtg  join- 
ed, on  the  firft  fignal,  by  all  the  partifans  of  the 
courts  of  Vienna,  of  Verfailles  and  of  Copenhagen,  . 

who 
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who  were  ncrt  few  in  nuipbcr.  The  flaintfters  of 
thofe  courts  bad  frequently  the  fkill,  in  order  to  ac- 
quire partij&ns,  to  be  profufe  of  both  money  and 
flattery  5  and  if  there  beaRufEan  pro9f  ag3inft  flat- 
tery, there  is  not  one  capable  of  refiiiing  the  tcrapta- 
tion  of  gold. 

The  objcdl  of  tJioffe  who  confpired  ^againft  !Petcr 
was  to  dethrone  him,  but  they  were  by  no  means 
unanimous  as  to  the  mode  of  accomplifhirag  their 
purpofe.  Panin.,  Razoumoffsky,  Orloffi  thought  it 
would  be  proper  to  begin  with  carrying 'him  off  froiii 
X  Peterfhoffl  at  the  conclufion  of  one  of  the  revels 
which  could  not  fail  to  take'  place,  when  he  came 
thither  to  celebrate  the  feftival  of  St.  Peter.  Pania 
and  fome  others  of  the  confpirato.rs  had  even  gone 
to  take  an  exa6l  furvey  of  bis  apartment,  in  order  the 
more  eafily  to  fecurc  ;iis  perfon.  Lieutenant  Paf- 
feck,  the  moft  ferocious,  the  rnqft  barbarous  of  Ruf- 
fians, clain>ed  it  as  his  province  to  flab  him  in  the 
midft  of  his  court;  and  notwithflanding  the  prohi-  . 
bition  which  Panin  laid  him  under  on  the  fubjc(5V,  be 
went  with  one  of  his  comrades,  named  Bafchka- 
koff",  to  lie  itrambulh  two  days  running,  inexpe6la- 
tion  of  bis  pafling  to  the  little  palace  of  wood  where 
Peter  I.  lived,  when  he  laid  the  foundation  of  Peterf-- 
burgh  :  during  thcfe  two  days  Peter  III.  happened  ; 
not  to  go  that  way.  But  if  the  confpirators  differed 
as  to  the  means  of  dethroning  the  Czar,  they  were 
ftil!  lefs  of  one  mind  refpedtingthe  manner  of  fup-. 
plying  his  place.  Catharine's  intention  was  to  afllime 
the  fole  pofleflion  of  fovereign  authority.  This  pre- 
tenfion  was  fupported  by  Orloff'  and  the  Princcfs 
d'Afchkoff*.  Panin  wifhed,  on  the  contrary,  that 
fhe  (hould  conduit  the  government  with  the  title  of 
regent  only,  but  that  the  name  of  Emperor  ftjould 
be  conferred  on  the  Grand-duke  Paul  Petrowitz. 
The  hetman  RazoumotFsky,  who  faw  in  that  young 
Prince  more  than  the  fon  of  the  fovereigns>  was  of 
the  fame  opinion,     v 
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In  along  conferencp  at  which  thcfe  difFerent-pre- 
tenijons  \vt?re..difcuffed,%and  in  which  the  principal 
confpirators  affifted,  Panin  bad  the  courage  thus  to 
addref^  Catharine: — '*  I  am  aware,  Madam,  of  all 
*^  thatypu  wi(b,  of  all  that  you  can  do;  but  I  know 
"  likewife  at  what  point  your  ambition  ought  to  flop. 
^^  You  have  (aid  0,  hundred  times,  while  only  Gratid- 
.  *^  dutchpfs,  that  you  afpircd  after  no  higher  title  than 
^^  that  of  mother  to. the  Emperor.  Why  then.fliould 
^*  you  not  reft  fatisfied  with  a  title  {6  illuftrious  ? 
*^Your  intention  now  is  to  put  alide  your  fon  from 
*'  the  fupQeflion  to  thp  throne  of  Ruffia,  but  what 
"right  have  you  to  mount  it  alone?  Are  you  de- 
*'  fccnded.from  the  blood  of  the  Czars?  Was  yoa 
"  even  born  in  their  empire  ?  Can  you  imagine  that 
*^  the  ancient  and  Wiirlike  Mcfcovitifli  nation  will, 
ever  acknowledge,  as  their  fovercign,  a  Countefsi 
of  Aahalt  ?  Can  you  believe  they  will  ever  ceafe. 
"  from  confpiring  to  rcftorc  the  defcendants  of  Peter 
I.  one  of  whom  they  will  behold  languifliingatthc 
foot  of  the  throne,  \yhile  the  reft  (hall  continue  to 
**  figh  a.way  a  miferable  exiftence  in  gloomy  dun- 
geons ?  Ah  !  Madam,  ceafe  from  demanding  more 
than  .  you  ought  to  obtain.  Confider  that  iyour 
greateft  felicity  is  to  efcape  the  imminent  danger 
which  threatens  you,  and  that  the  only  means  of 
"  juftifyingjour  ra(h  fenterprife,  is  to  make  it  appear 
*^  that  you  ;ire  lefs  concerned  about  yourfelf  than 
"  about  your  fon  !'*   . .  , 

The  confpirators,   penetrated  with    the  firmnefs, 
with  the  good  fenfe  of  this  addrefs,  remained  filent. 
Orloff*  trembled.     Catharine  hcrfelf  waft   for   fome 
time  deprived  of  the  powqr  of  fpcech.     At  length 
ftie  thus  replied  to  Panin  : — **  Count,  there  is  much 
"  force  in  yo«r  reafoning,  ncverlhelefs  it  has  not  pro* 
duced  conviclion  on  my  mind.     I  am,  as  you  are, 
well  acquainted  with  the  character  of-the  Ruffians. 
We  cannot  accordingly  be  ignorant  that,  provide 
"  ed  they  arc  governed,  they  trouble;  tb^mfclves  very 
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*^  little  about  the  origin  of  thofe  who  govern  tfaem* 
When  the  hand  which  rules  the  nation  preflcd 
heavily  upon  it,  that  nation  knows  only  to  obey* 
Menzikoff,  Biren,  Munich,  fufnjfb  Ibinany  proofs 
oP^this.     But  it  is  tlot  thus^tfcfet  t  intend  to  reign  ; 
*'  but  on  the  contrary  with  gentlenefe,  with  juftice, 
"  and  in  fuch  a  manner  a$  to  prevent  all  pretext  for 
\  the  flighted  difcontent'.     But  you  who  talk  to  mc 
of  n>urmurings^  of  rebellions^  can  yoti  have  for* 
gotten  that  rebellion  almoft  ahvays  breaks  out  dur- 
ing the  period  of  regencies  ?  Would  We  ever  have 
"  thought  of  that  in  which  we  are  noiV  embarked^ 
*'  had  Peter  in.  been  capable  of  holding  the  reins 
of  government  with  a  fteady  hand  ?  You  are  alarm- 
ed about  my  fon  :  but  would  you  rather  abandon 
him  to  the  difpofal  of  a  capricious  fethcr,  by  whom 
be  is  already  difovvned,  than  entruft  his  lot- to'  a 
*^  mother  who  loves  him  ?  And  if  I  aim  at  fupreme 
"authority,  is  it  ilot  to  fecurc  the  felicity  of  that 
*^  child  ?  Is  it  not  to  have  it  more  in  my -po^ver  to  re- 
^  compcnfe  all  thofc  who,  like  you^  affift  tne  to  de- 
*^  fend  hrm  ?  Ah !  beyond  all  doubt,  they  may  every* 
one  reckon  on  my  eternal  gratitude  ;  but  in  order 
to  demonftrate  it  in  the  wfvy  I  wifti,  I  mlift  needs 
have  the  ability  to  do  fo,  and  this  is  a  power  which 
I  expe6l  from  your  hands.'* 

Panin  was  by  no  means  pcrfuaded  ;  opinions  were 
divided,  and  the  confpirators  remained  unfettled  as 
to  the  precife  line  of  conduct:  they  were  to  purfue*  ^ 
It  waseafy  to  perceive  that  Panin  wifhed  to  place  his 
pupil  on  the  throiie  merely  in  the  hope  of  fecuring 
16  hitnfelf  the  fecond  place  in  the  empfte^  and  of 
governing  under  his  name.  Catharine  was  too  Saga- 
cious not  to  have  c!cte6lcd  this  motive  long  before*" 
She  accordingly  had  given  Panin  fecret  aflurances 
that  fhe  would  appoint  him  prime  minifter ;  but  (be 
took  <^are  not  to  coniinn  tha'tprgmife  to  him  in  pre-* 
fence  of  the  other  coiifpirators,-  for  fear  of  wounding 
the  ambition  of  (bmc  ot  tbem.  •  •      .   '  -         .     • 
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:  The  Frihcefi  a'Afchkjoff,  Orloff;  Odart,  all  th^ft 
wb<»  wiftied  toinv^ft  Gatbarine  with  fupreme  power,  • 
emuloufly  employed  all  tbeir  Ikill  in  deviling  the 
means  of  (baking?  Pariin's  refbIut]Qn»  "but  it  was  long 
l>efore  they  could  find  any  5  aiid  they  undoubtedly 
mud  have  failed,  had  not  ambition  been  isbhibatted 
^y  a  paffion  lefa  terrible  indeed,  but  much  more 
powerful*  Love  had  already  procured  for  Catharine 
the  moft  valiant,  the  moft  daring  of  her  partilans :  v 
love  procured  to  artoth|er  woman  the  advantage  of 
vanquiihing  him  whom  the  Emprefs  hcrfelf  had  not 
been  able  to  bring  over  to  her  opinion.  The  necef^ 
fity  which  the  bufinefs  of  the  cpnfpiracy  laid  Panixi 
under  of  frequently  convei-fing  with  Princefs  d^Afch-.- 
koff,  the  wit^  the  vivacity,  the  petulance  of  that 
young  woman,  every  thing  in  fliort  had  ini])ired  hint 
with  a  violent  aflfeiSion  for  her.  He  did  not  long  de-n  • 
hy  a  declaration  of  his  paffion,  which  fhe  received 
with  a  coldnefs  that  Iqjft  him  no  hope  of  fucqcfs.  It 
was  not,  ho»^cver,.  the  virtue  of  Madame  d'Afch-  ^ 
toff  which  repelled  the  addrefles  Af  Panin,     Several  < 

other  well-known  lovers  had  already  esperienced  that 
ihe  was  not  invincible.  But  the  agc„  the  formal  air 
of  Panin,  the  intimate  conne6\ion  which  he  was 
known  to.  have  had  with  the  rhother  of  Princefs  ; 
d'Afchkdff,  at)d  above  all  the  lively  and  undifguifed 
pref5?rence  which  (he  g^ye  to  another,  prevented  her 
admitting  the  addrefles  of  the  governor^  who,  re- 
maining henceforward  (ilent  on  the  fuJbjeA  of  his 
p9ffion>  feemed  to  take  pleafure  in  thwarting  every 
thing  proofed  by  her  who  was  tbeobjcft  of  it. 

The  fubtle  and  vigilant  Odart  aldne  perceived  thd 
fecret  motive  of  Panfn^s  oppofition,  and  Immediately 
conceived  hopes  of  overcoming  it.  'He  flew  to  Ma- 
dame d'Afchkofl-^  and  having  obtained  frdm  her  owit 
moutn  a  confti'matjon  that  his  fufpiclons  were  not^ 
ill-founded,  he  fpokc  to  her  with  all  the  liberty  of  a 
^ealou^  confidant  and  of  an  accortipHce,  whoj  Hkcf 
W&lf,  bid  daily  defiance  to  e^cile  and  denth.    Eman* 
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cipated  from  every  prcjadic^,  or  rather  incapable  of 
fetttng  a  value  on  any  one  virtue,  Odart  bad  tbe  af- 
furance  to  make  a  jeft  of  tbe  fcruples  which  reflrained 
the  Pcinccfe  d'AfchkofF.  Afterwards,  afluming  a 
more  ferious  air,  he  reprefent^  to  her,  that  if  fhe 
believed  it  a  crime  to  comply  with  Panin's  folicita- 
tions,  that  crime  would  be  ennobled  by  the  motive 
which  induced  her  to  commit  it.  He  put  her  in 
mind  of  the  fentiment  by  which  (he  was  united  to  the 
Emprefs,  and  told  her,  that  friendihip  being  the  lirft 
of  virtues,  no  faprifice  ought  to  be  regarded  when  a 
friend  was  to  be  ferved.  Finally,  he  dilplayed  the 
triumph  of  heroifm  in  the  difgracefirl  a&  which  was 
to  render  her  charms  fubfervient  to  her  ambition.. 
Princefs  d'AfchkofF,  whofe  romantic  brain  was^ealily 
heated,  believed  every  word  that  Odart  faid,  did 
every  thing  that  Panin  wiflied,  and  Catharine  had  no 
longer  any  obftaclcs  to  fear  on  the  part  of  that  con- 
fpirator. 

The  partifans  being  now  all  of  one  mind,  nothing 
remained  but  to  put  their  projedl  in  execution.  There 
were  leaders  in  abundance,  but  they  wanted  foldiers. 
It  vyas  ncceflary  therefore  to  gain  over  the  guards,  at 
once  to  deprive  the  Emperor  of  that  fupport,  and  to 
transfer  it  to  tbepnfelves.  The  Orloffs,  BibikoflT, 
Paffeck,.  had  already  fed uced  three  companies  of  the 
regiment  of  Ifmailoff ;  but  that  number  was  far  from 
being  fufficient,  and  there  was  no  hope  of  corrupting 
others  but  b;^  dint  of  money.  The  Emprefs  had  none 
to  give,  being  hardly  furniftied  with  the  means  of  de- 
fraying the  daily  expenditure  of  (her  houfehold.  In 
concert  with  Princels  d'AfchkofF,  fhe  employed 
Odart  to  negociate  a  loan  with^M.  de  Breteuil.  That 
minifter,  for  a  long  time  the  confidant  and  the  dupe 
of  the  Emprefs,  was  then  preparing  to  leave  Peterf- 
burgb.  He  knew  well  enough  that  a  confpiracy -was 
going  forvvard,  but  was  totanyunacquaintcd^ with  its 
moving  fprings  and  with  its  refources;  he  entertained' 
^  doubts  about  the  ifliie ;  and  when .  Odart  told  him 
*.        '  .  "  that 
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that  Catbartne  wiflifed  the  King  -of  France  ta  lend- 
her  60,000  roubles,  he  hefitated  whether  he  fliould 
advance  that  pdtry  fum.  Fearful  at  once  of  wound- 
ing Catharine's  felf-love  by  a  peremptory  reftifal,  and 
of  truftirlg  too  far  tp  the  aflfertions  of  Odart,  whom, 
he  corifidered  as  a  prcfumptuous  adventurer,  he  told 
him  to  aflbre  the  Emprefs  that  it  would  give  pleafure 
to  the  King  his  maftcr  to  give  her  on  this  oc(^fion  a 
proof  of  his  attachment,  and  that  he  would  impaedi- 
atefy  impart  her  wifhes  to  his  fovereign.  He:  at  th© 
fame  time  compofed  the  form  of  a  note  which  he 
committed  to  Odart,  that  fhe  might  copy  it  with 
her  own  hand  and  fend  it  back.  The  note,  was  con- 
ceived  in  thefe  terms: — "I  have  charged  the  bearer 
^  of  this  billet  to  bid  you  in  my.  name  farewell,  and 
•'*  to  entreat  you  to  execute  a  fitiall  commiflion  for 

me,  which  I  beg  you  would  difpatch  as  foon  as  ^ 

poffible.".  i    • 

The  Piedmontefe  believing  that  the  Emprefs-would 
^  not  hefitate  about  writing  fuch  a  billet,  promifed  M. 
^de  Breteuil  to 'procure  it;  but  that  Princefs,  fenfibly 
hurt  at  the  miftruft  of  the  French  minifter,  at  the  de*- 
lay  he  employed,  and  at  thought  of  the  dependencer 
under  which  heWifhed  to  place  heron  a  court  which 
Ihedetefted,  did  not  deign  to  make  any  reply,  and 
M,  de  Breteuil  having  feen  feveral  days  elaple  with- 
out any  communication  through  the  medium'  of 
Odart,  left  Ruffia  and  repaired  to  Vienna,  where  he 
received,  from  Verfailles,  news  of  the  fuccefe  of  the 
confpiracy,  and  orders  to  return  to  the  court  of  Ca- 
tharine. In  the  firft  prefllire  of  neceflity  fhe  had 
condefcended  to  borrow  of  M.  de  Breteuil ;  but  vvifh- 
ing-  afterwards  to  make  him  feel  that  (lie  could  do 
without  him,  Ihe  fei2;ed  the  moment  of  his  departure^ 
to  addrefs  a  note  to  hinj,  which  Odart  fecretly  de- 
livered to  the  chargi^  d\iffatre5  Bercnger,  containing 
thefe  words : — -^^  The  negociation  propofed  will  be 
*^  alTuredly  accomplifhed,  and  foon,  but  on  much 
"  better  Icrms :  we  have  therefore  no  octafion  to  ap- 

M  2  <^  ply 
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M  ply  ta  atbcr  refources/*  She  did  not  fey  that  aa 
£ngli(h  merchant,  named  Welden,  had  acoommo-^ 
dated  her  with  a  loan  of  100,000  roubles,  a  piece  of 
fervice  on  which  his  country  has  had  frequent  ocoar. 
(ion  to  congratulate  herfelf. 

Catharine  was,  neverthelefs,  at  tbis  moment  io  a 
moft  terrible  fituation.  The  fear  of  beholding  her 
projects  detected,  the  ftill  more  dreadful  apprehen- 
sion of  being  prevented,  hurled  from  the  throne,  (im% 
up  for.  life,  and  the  embarrairment&  of  an  advanced 
pregnancy^  rendered  her  a  prey  to  the  moft  lively 
emotions  of  anxiety.  Whatever  care  (be  had  takea 
to  conceal  that  pregnancy,  ^it  was  impoiribIe.to,  efcapo 
the  obfervation  of  every  eye. .  The  Czar  had  been, 
apprifed  of  it  and  refolved  to  furprtfe  her;  but  he 
came  too  late ;  and  on  entering  the.  apartment  of  the 
Emprefs,  he  found  her  fitting  on  a  fopba,  where,  ihc 
had  been  delivered,  a  few  hours  before,  with  theaf^- 
fiftance  of  Ivanowna,  b(  the  load  which  expofed  her 
to  danger  the  moft  alarming.,  Peter,  impofe^  on  by 
the  compofed  tranquillity  of  his  confort,  believed 
ihe  bad  been  calumniated,  and  after  a  few  unmea$)* 
ing  complimentsNtook  his  leave,  and  rettirned  to  Pe-. 
tcriburgh.  This  ^Prince  appeared  at  that  time-  en- 
tirely abandoned  to  his  pleafures,  but  he  neverthisleis 
bent  his  attention  to  the  cafe  of  the  ill-fated  Ivan, 
and  to  his  military  preparations.  After  having  or- 
dereji  to  convey  the  young  Prince  to  Kexholm,.  he 
had  him  concluded  in  a  very  private  manner  lo  Pe-. 
terlburgh,  to  a  houfe  of  mean  appearance,  whither 
he  went  to  vifit  him  by  night,  in  company  with  Gour 
ddwitz  and  WolkofF. 

The  fleet  deftined  to  a<5l  againft  Denmark  w^ 
ecjuipped,  and  oncdivifion.lay  at  Cronftadt,  while  the 
reft  wailed  in  readinefs  to  join  it  at  Revel.  There-, 
giments  which  were  to  follow  him  in  this  expeditton 
were  already  in  Pomerania,  the  others  were  on  their 
march  thither.  In  a  word,  be  was  ready  to  put  him- 
felf  at  the  head  of  his  army  to  invade  Holflein.  What 
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iTeemcd  tb  flatter  him  ththofk  in  attempting  this  cjon- 
i  queft,  was  the  opporturffty  it  would  aflbrd  him  of  ah 
interview  with  him  whom  he  called  his  friend,  his 
brother  and  his  model,  the  King  of  Pruffia.    In  ex- 
pe6lation  of  this  felicity,  he  treated  the  envoy  of  tbift 
monarch  with  a  degree  of  drffintflion  and  complal-^ 
fafncc  which   Frederick  himfelf  could  well  have  dlf- 
penftd  with  :  but  the  iehvoy  was  a  young  man,  and 
perhaps  prefumed  too  for  ^on  the  attention  paid  him 
by  the  Emperor.     Peter  had  fixed  his  departure  for 
the  day  after  the  feftivai  of  St.  Peter,  which  he  wafe 
going  to  celebrate  at  PeterfliofF,  and  at  the  conclu^ 
fion  of  which  lie  propofed  to  have  the  Bmpref^  ar-  » 
fefted.     Buf  that  lady  had  the  Ikill  to  prevent  him. 
Her  party  only  waited  the  moment  of  a<5ting,  and 
pbahce  accelerated  that  moment. 


»««M»9< 


A  •  500K  ly.- 

The ^Confpiraiors* prepare  fa  put  in  Execution  their  Pro^ 
jeft  of-defhromhg  the  C^ar — The  Arreji  of  Paffeck 
haftens  this  Execution — Qatharine  II.  is  )acknaxvledg- 
pd  as  Emprejs  by  tlie  Regiment's  of  Guards^  and  or^ 
^d^rs  her/elf  to  be  crowned  in  the  principal  Church  of 
Peterjburgk — The  Troops^  gained  over  by  the  Con^ 
fpiraiors  advance  againfi  Peter — Trrefolution  and  ex^ 
treme  iveaknefs  of  that  Prince-^He  furreriders  to  Ca- 
i}mri)ie — He  i^  poifoned  and Jircmgled—Confequences 
of  his  Death. 

IHOSE  who  conduct  a  confpiracy  always  em- 
ploy more  zeal,  vigilance  and  acclivity,  than 
perfbn  againft  Whom  it  is  dire6led.  The  friends, 
of  Catharine,  accordingly,  had  pundtual  information 
of  every  thing  that  pafled  .about  the  Czar,  while  he 
remained  in  total  ignorance  refpedling  their  prdcqed- 
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ings.  .Waiting  for,  the  feftiyal  of  St.  IJf*er^  that 
Prince,  lulled  into  a  ftate  of  though tlefs  feeuritj, 
h^d  gone  to  paf^a  few*  days,  at  his  furrimer  palace  of 
Oiraoienbauni^  xarryin^j  with,  him  feveral  beautiful 
women  of  his  court.  Jt  was  currently  repqrted  th^^ 
he  had  -an  intention  •  t-o  itlfift  on  getting:  thpfe  ladies 
divoroed/^s  a  preparation  /or  Uieir-marryipg  .his  fa- 
vourites ;  nay,  i.t  is  faid  he  went  fo.  fer-  as*  to  order 
beds  -to  be  'fitted  up  for  the  accorq^nodation  of  the. 
propofed.  weddings : .  herjce  (hame;  indignation,  jea- 
loulyj  r^ifed  him  a  neyv,  hoft  .of  foe;s,  anci  thrcvy  into 
Catharine*^  fcale  fo  .many- warn). partifiins;..  .  •  -r, 
-  Withoiit  being  entirely  in  the  fecret  of  t|ie  confpi* 
ra0y,  fev^ral  perfpns  \vh0  perceived  that  fomething;was 
going  forward  againft  the  Czar^gave.hiiTJ  warning  of  it^ 
but  could  not  perfuade  him  to  prevent  tb^  traitors.  It 
has  alreadv  been  mentioned,  that  the- King;  of  Pruflia 
in  vain  recommended  to  him  attention  to  his  peribnal 
fafety.  Baron  de  Golifz  and  Count  Schwerin  with 
importunity  repeated  to  him  the  fame  advice,  bdt 
fucceeded  no  better  than  their  mafler  had  done.  The 
too  confident  Peter  made  this  reply  : — "  Hear  ye,  if 
•^  you  are  my  friends  drop  that  fubje6l  for  the  future; 
"  it  is  hateful  to  me."  -  Some  time  before  the  ,ponfpi- 
racy  b'urtt  out,  a  French  architect,  named  Valois, 
waited  on  the  Czar  at  the  houfe  of  the  Britifh  minif- 
ter,  where  that, Prince  was  dining,,  and  put'into  his 
hands  a  memorial,  in.  which  he  detailed  the^feditious 
convcrfations  of  Teploft",  the  ancient  pniceptor  of  the 
hetman  Kyrille  Ra^onmoffsky,  ^nd  a  creature  of  Bef- 
tufchefF.  The  Czar,  conftrained  to  give  way  to  the 
reprefentations  of  his  friends,  ordei'ed  TeplofF  tq  be 
imprifoned,  but  negledted  to  have  Irim  interrogated 
in  fuch  a  irmnner  as. to  drawfrom  him  a  confeflion 
that  might  haVe  led  to  a  dete(?tion  of  the  confpiraey. 
The  perfons  who  had  at  firfi;  refolved  to  carry  off 
the  Czar  when  he  fhould  re^appcar  at  Feterfburgh, 
thought,  on  more  mature  deliberation,^  that  it  would 
be  rather  dangerous  to  wait  for  that  moment,  and 
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tiiBt  it  was  better  to  execute  tHeir  de%n  inrvrnqcliatiely ; 
on  bis. arrival  at  PeterfhoiF.     This  plan  was  well  di-^ 
gefted  ;  eacb  of  theponfpir^tor&^eckonecj  oj^.jiis;  QWil. 
courage,  and  01)  the  fidelity  of  his  ai^pciateis,  when  all- 
of  «i  fudden  the  plot  was  ^ifcoyqred  ;  bat  thiS^'difcoT 
yery^Was  the  efFe6l,merely  of  chaoGje,  and,  by  fingu-r. 
lap  good  fort uiK5>  the  acci^6nt.wbi9h,  threatened  to- 
difconcert  their  nieafures,    enabqldened  thepi,;  apdt 
their  very  precipitation  infured  fucc^fsV  ,;Fron^  ia|>ipx-» 
cefs  of  miftrufl;  or  of  precaution,  Princpfe-d'Afcbkoff^ 
apd  Qdart  had  placed  aboot  theperfon  of  each  of  the. 
leaders  of  the  confpiracy,  a  confidential  msLff,  wha 
gave  .them,  ^n.ex^dt  accpuntofev^ry  thrng  t'hatvtbpfe 
leaders  did^, ..fo  that  had.  ther^.  appeared.  :among  theoi 
the.  flighteft  jfymptom;  of  tr^chery,  they  would  iq- 
flar>tly  have  detCiSled  it,  aqd  turned  thpir^thought^  t,b- 
the  i^eans  of  fafety  or  of  vengeance. '    .    ^  ..;  ...^ 

i  Paflecl^  had^fediiced  the  foldiers*  of  the  .compapy^ 
of  guards  in  which. he  was  lieutenant.     One  of.thofej 
fqldiers,  who  took  it  for  granted  that  Pafleck  a(9:ed. 
pQrf<j6tJy  in  concert, with  his. captain,  alked  the  cap- 
tain what  day  they  were  to  take  up  arms  againfl:  the 
E^eror.     That  officer,  furp^ifed  at  the  queftion,. 
bad;  the  addrSfs  ;bowe\?cr  to  conceal  it,- and  giving, 
evafiye  anfwers  tb  the  foldicr's  iuquiries,  drew  from 
him  th6  fecretof  the  confpiracy,  and  inftantly  went*' 
to.diiciofe  it  to  thexhancery  of  the  regiment.    This 
happened  about  nine  in  the  evening.     Pafleck  wq^ 
put  under  aurefl.    But  they  put  him  at  firfl:  in  a  rooiiii. 
where  he>h^d  ,tia)e  to  write  thefe  words  with  a  pencil, 
on  a  flip  o(  paper  i-p:-"  Proceed  inftantly  to  cxecur,. 
"  tio{\  or  wc  are  undone."     The  maa  fet  over  him 
appears  at  the  door.     Paficck  not  knowing  him,  but 
l^nfible  that  every  thing  was  at  fiukc,  gives  him  the 
billet,  faying,  if.  he   would,  carvy  it   directly  to  the, 
hetman  IlazoumpfFfky,  l>e  ;night  depend  on.  being- 
handlbmely  rewarded.    The  fentineljan  to  thejPrin-'' 
cefe  d'Afcbkefi^    and  put  the  billet  into  her  hand. 
Panin  bad  that  moment  arrived.     She  propofed  to 
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him  to  procee4  irtnmedidtely,  dlegihg  that  the  btAy 
mtSLXi^  of  efcaping  the  Czar's  vengeance  was  to  pre- 
vent it,  and  that  whatever  nftight  be  that  Prince*»  im-, 
becillity,  if  he  was  allowed  time  to  put  himfelf  ,on'' 
his  defence,  it  would  be  impofltble  to  get  the  better 
of  him.  Bat  Avhether  it  was  that  Rinin  really  believed 
the  enterprife  could  not  fuccecd,  or  whether  his  in- 
telledlual  ability  wanted  the  boldnefs  heceflary  for 
entering  on  a(Slion,  he  did  not  yield  t^  the  repfoning 
of  the  Princefs  d'AfchkofF,  ami  after  having  faid^  if 
would  be  better  to  wait  till  next  ddy  to  fettle  the 
^ode  of  procedure,  to<>k  his  leave. 

The  emiflari^s  of  the  Princefs :  hiad  taken  cafe, 
ineanwhile,  to  warn  the  other  confpitiators.  Afe  foon 
OS  Partin  kft  her,  ft)e  habited  herfelf  as  a  man,  and 
Weut  to  join  OrlofF  dnd  his  friends  on  the  green* 
bridge,  where  ibe  was  accuftomed  to  meet  them,  to 
prevent  fufpicion  by  colledling  at  her  houfe  too  many 
fubaltei'n  officer^  and  foldiers.  Thefc  cpnfpirAtors^ 
were  neither  lefs  uneafy-  than  Prihcefs  di'Afchkoff, 
ilor  lefs  eager  to  haltcn  the  executioil  of  their  pur-^ 
pbfc.  A  delay  till  to-morrow  appeared  to  them  fatdl, 
and  undoubtedly  would  have  proved  fo.  It  Was  ne- 
ceflary  to  aft  during  the  filence  of  the  night,  and  to 
Ifeave  neither  to  the  O^ar  ihe  power  of  prevention,  nor^ 
to  the  troops  and  the  people  time  to  arm  in  defence 
of  their  Prince.  The  refolution  was  unanimous. 
While  Gregory  OrlofF,  one  of  his  brothers,  and  hiS' 
friend  Bibikoff,  repaired  to  the  barracks  to  pi-epare 
the  foldiery  of  their  party  to  enter  upon  aftion  at  the 
-jSrft  fignal,  another  of  OrlofF's  brothers,  Alexis,  un- 
dertook the  perilous  charge  of  going  to  find  the 
Emprcfs  at  PeterfhofF. 

.Under  pretence  of  leaving  th^  apartments  at  liberty 
for  the  pnfuing  feflivity  of  that  place,  and,  ill  t;ruth, 
to  have  a  better  opportunity  of  making,  her  efcape, 
Catharine  had  confined  hcrfelf  to  a  pavilion,  which 
went  by  the  name  of  Monplaifir,  and  fituated  at  the 
^xtremit):  of  the  gnrd^ns,  op  the  ban^s  of  the  gulf 
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of  Finland.  There  fhe  had  ftationed,  Withdut  any 
apparent  defign,  a  boat,  both  to  fcrve  occafionally 
for  tbefecret  vifits  of  her  favourites,  and  to  convey 
h^  off.  to  Swedeti,,  fliouJd  the  confpiracy  be  difcjo* 
vered.  Gregory  OrlofF  having,  given  his  brother  a 
key  to  the  pavilion,  inftiiidi:ed  him  in  the  manner  of 
gcttihg.  thither,  and  Princefs  d'AfchkofF  gave  him 
a  note  addrefled  to  the  Emprefs,  requiring  her  iuir 
mediate  attendance. 

It  was  now  two  o'clock  in  the  mortiing.  Tha 
Emprefs,  eipeding  no  one,  had  gone  to  bed,  and 
fallen  into  A  profound  deep,  when  fhe  felt  herftlf 
haftily  awakedj  and  beheld  a  foldier  ftanding  by  her 
bed-fide,  Ay  horn  (be  did  not  kitow.  Without  deliver- 
ing Priilccfs  d'AfchkofF's  note,  that  foldier  faid  to 
Catharine  : — ^^  Your  Majefty  has  not  a  moment  to 
^'  lofe ;  prepare  to  follow  me  :"  and  infiantly  difap- 
pearcd.  Catharine,  aftoniihed,  perplexed,  fummoned 
Ivanowna.  They  drefied  themfelves  with  precipitxi- 
tion,  and  affit^ned  a  difguife  which,  rendered  their 
perfotis  indiftinguilhable  by  the  fentinels  on  guard  at 
thepaldce,  Sbarcely  were  they  ready,  when  the  fol- 
tiier  re-enters,  and  informed  the  Emprefs,  that  a 
carnage  waited  for  her  at  the  garden-gate.  It  was  a 
coach  which,  under  pnetence  of  having  relays  for 
country  -excurfions,  the  Princefs  d' AfchkolFhad  kept 
in  waiting  for  feveral  days,  at'  a  farm  two  or  thred 
miles  from  Peterfboff,  aad  which  Alexis  OrlofF  fent 
©ne  of  his  comrddes  to  order  up.  The  Emprels, 
without  helfitation^  advanced  up  to  the  carriage,  and 
mounted.  Alexis  OrlofF  took  the  reins  andMrove  away. 
They  were  moving  with  extreme  rapidity^  when  all 
of  a  fuddcn  the  horfes  flopped,  quite  fpenj^;  with  fa- 
tigue. It  w^as  neceflary  to  alight.  Alexis  OrlofF  and 
his  companion  employed  every  effort,  but  in  vain,  tp- 
make  the  Ikorfes  go  on.  They  were  ftill  at  a  very 
confiderable  diftance  from  Petcrfburgb,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  night j  in  a  (late  of  complete  embarrafl^ 
merit,  and  the  danger  becaine  more  preffing  every 
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rooment ;'  at  laft  the  EmpTefs  determined  to  finifh 
Jtic  jpurney  on  foot.  '  She  had  eyen  made  fame  pro- 
l^refe  this  way  vvith  her  conduAors^  but  fortunately 
ibey  fell  in  witii  a  peaiant's  cart?  .  Alexis  Orloff  en* 
gages  it,  the  Emprefs  gets  up,  ar>d  off  again  ihey 
4sWc.  They  prefently  hear  the  noife  of  another  car- 
riage advancing  -with  uncomnton  fpeed.  It  was'Gte- 
gai^y  OrlofFwho,  calculating  the  moments,  had  taken 
)  the  alarm  at  not  feeing  the  Empref§  appear.  He 
Ifcnew  her,  be  cries  aloud,  that  tliey  waited  only  for 
ftery  and,  without  waiting  for  a  reply,  takes  the.  lead 
and  f:ics  away  to  receive  her  at  Petcrfburgh.  At 
feiagth  Catharine,  overwhelmed  with  folicitude  and 
fetigue,  but  fufficiently  miftrefs  ef  herfelf  to  affiime^ 
an  air  of  compofure  and  ierenity,  arrived  in  thai  oa- 
jjital  at  feven  in  the  morning. .       :    •         -  •    :: 

She?  repaired  immediately  to  the  quarters  of.  the" 
Ifm^ailofF- guards,  threeJ  companies  of  whom!  were: 
gained  over,  but  whom  the  confpirators  would  notl 
permit  to  .quit  .their  barracks  before  Catharine  ap- 
peared, fro«i:^  fear  of  miffing  their  blow  .throiigh  to» 
Kjucb  precipitation.  -  On  the  report  of  the  Empreft's 
arrival,  about  thirty  cf  the  foldiers^  half  naked,  rari* 
to  receive  her  with  fhoute  of  joy.  Surprized  ,jand 
»lai*med  at  feeing  fuch  a  fraa)l  number  of  ..foldiersi* 
file  remained  for  a  Tew  moments  iilenti  then  faidilo- 
them  with  afaltmng  voice, :-^"  That  extreriie  danger 
*^  bsd'  corlfirained  her  to  have  neoourfe  totbdt  .pro- 
^  teAion  ;  that  the  Czarintcnded  t». bave> both  her- 
*^  felf  and  fon  put  to  death.that>^ci7y  night ;  that  flie 
*•  had  no  m&iMih  of  cfQapinfraflafflnjrfiion.but  flight,. 
^'^  and  that-  ihe'  repofed  fitfficient  confidence;in  their* 
*^  kiridnefs  to  commit  herfelf  into  their  bands.'*   '• 

All  who  heard  her  were  fired  with  indignation,  and 
iWore  they  would  die  in  her  defence.  Their  example, 
and .  the  hetman  RazoumofRiky,  their  colonel,  who 
prefentiy  made  his  appearance,  foon,  brought  over  the 
reit  of  the  foldiery,  whom  curiofity  attrafted  in  crouds 
around  Catharine,  and  all  of  thenn  at  the  fame  in- 
1    .    .  .  .  ,  Hunt 
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ftant  ackriQwfedged  hcr^  as  their  fovereign.  They 
immediately  fent  for  the  chaplain  of  the  regiment  of 
Ifmailoff,.  and  that  priellajdminiftered,  over  a  crucifix,  , 
tbej^ath  to  the  troops.  Some  voices  were  diftin-  - 
gnifhable  amidft  this  tumult,  which*  proclaimed^Ca- 
tharine  regent ;  but  thqie  voices  were  fpeedily  fup- 
prefled  by  the  menacjes.  pf  OrlofF,  and  by  the  more 
numerous  cries  oi  Long  live  theEmprefs  !  The  guards^  ♦ 
Simeonoffsky  and  Preobraginfky,  already  imitated  the 
example  fet  by  thofe  of  Ifmailoff.  The  officers,  quiet- 
Jy  put  themielves  at  the  head  of  their  companies,  as 
if  they  had  been  privy  to  the  confpiracy.  Two  only, 
pf  the?  regiment  of  Preobraginflcy,  had  the  courage 
,to  oppofe.  their  men  ;  but  thqy  were  inftantly  ^ut 
under  arrei(l ;  and  among  thqfe  vvho  had  been  gained 
over,  no  one  failed  except .  Major  TfchepelofF.and 
Lieutenant  Poufchkin^  whom  the  Emprefs  ordered 
to  be  put  under  arreft,  with  an  intiniation, .  that  (he 
had  no  farther  occafiop  fpr  their  fervices* 

While  the  hetman   Razoumoffsky,  Prince  Wol- 
kdnlky,  Count  .dc  Bruce,  Baron  StragonofF,  many 
other  general  officers,  and  princefs  d'AfchkofF,  re-  '' 
mained  around  C^itharine,  and  ihe  was  thus  making 
furQ  of  the  three  regiments  of^uards,  Gregory  Orloflf 
baftened  to  the  regiment  of  artillery,  t6  draw  th^m 
intb  the  revolt,  and  conduct  them  to  the  pi*efence  of 
the  Emprefs.     Bat  though  he.  was  paymafter  to  that 
corps,  a.nd  rather  a  favourite  with  the  foldiers,  they 
to  a  man  rcfufed  to  follow  bim^.  and  called  for  orders 
from  their  general,  Villebois.     That  officer  had  ap- 
peared for  Tome  time  to  enjoy,  the  good  graces  of 
Catharine,  and  ftill  believed  that*  be  did  fo.;  but,  as 
flie  had  found  him  poflcffed  of  a  probity,  too  fevere 
totidmit  of  her  entertaining  any  hope  that  he  \jvoull 
be  induced  to  take  part  in  the  confpiracy,  fhc  h^d' 
not  dared  to  difcover  it  to  him  ;  a;id,  at  the  moment 
when  o^e  of  the  friends  of  OrloiF  appeared,  and  told 
bim  that  the  Etnprefs  commanded  his  attendance 
with^liis  regiment,  to  join  the  guards  at  the  barracks^ 

he 
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he  itemsnded  if  the  Emperor  was  dead. — ^The  frietti 
<&f  Otloflv  Without  making  any  reply  to  tbkt  queftion, 
repeated  the  filme  orders  ;  )and  Villebois,  flrtrek  with 
ii^>i>iftiinent,  went  unattended  to  prefent  himfelf  td 
the  Jfemprefs,  Beholding  Catharine  encircled  with  a 
ptodigious  croud,  he  had  littledifficulty  in  gnefling 
what  \hp  wanted  with  him ;  but  ftill  rlefirained  hy 
thfe  fidteiity  he  had  iworn  to  the  Emperor,  or  hyth6 
danger  to  which  he  believed  that  Princefs  expofed 
berfetf,  had  the  courage  to  reprefent  to  her  the  db- 
fiacles  flilt  to  be  funnountcd,  arid  oblerved,  that  fhe 
otogbt  to  have  forefeen  thefe.  She  interrupted  hirtt 
kaaghtily,  faying,  (he  had  feiit  fot  him  npt  to  con- 
sult bini  about  what  fhe  ought  to  foreffee,  but  to  kno\^ 
t^bat  ht  intehded  to  do.  "  To  obey  your  Majefty,'* 
ltj|>lied  Villebois  difcpncerted  ;  and  went  to  put  hiip- 
fclf  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  and  to  furrender  the 
Hfvfemls  to  the  frieftds  of  Catharine. 

Such  fignal  fuccefles  had  coft  the  Emprefs  only 
ttvo  hours.  She  faw  herfelf  already  furrounded  by 
two  thoufand  warriors,  and  a  eonffderable  part  of  the 
fi^babitants  of  Peterfburgb,  who  mechailically  follow- 
ed the .  movements  of  the  foldiery,  and  emuloufly 
joined  in  their  applaufes.  The  betman,  Razou^ 
tJToifsliy,  advifed  her  now  to  repair  to  the  church  of 
Kafan,  where  every  thing  was  prepared  for  her  re- 
X(^ptioni.  She  put  herfelf  in  motion  towards  it  with 
htt  tiumefous  retinue.  The  windows,  the  doors  of 
every  boufii  were  crouded  with  fpe6tators,  who  mih-i 
gled  their  acclam^itions  with  the  (houtst  of  the  fol- 
dicrs.  The  arehbifliop  of  Novogorod,  invfefted  with 
h'\^ .  faeerdotal  rohesj  and  encompaflcd  by  a  great 
liumbet  of  the  clergy,  to  whom  their  long  beards 
and  white  hairs  communicated  a  venerable  air,  were 
in  waiting  for  her  at  the  altar.  He  placed  the  im- 
periaK  crown  upon*  h^r  head,,  proclaimed  her  (iloud 
Sovereign  of  all  the  Ruffias,  by  the  natnfe  of  Catha- 
tine  II.  and 'at  the  fame  time  declared  thfe  young 
Gfand-dilkf,  Paul  Fetrowit?,  her  fucceflior^    A  T^ 
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Ds»m  <ira$  ftftprwards  Q^anteci,  ^cooipaiiMd  by  t^0^ 
hy^^as  of  the  rniiltitjiide*  .  This  ccf^ewoBy  btsifig 
fijoifbed^  tie  £tnprefs  repaired  to  the  palaoq  wbica 
had  beon  Qocupi^d  by  Elis^abeth.  Tbq  g^rtca  wew 
thrown  ppi^a  for  the  adtniflion  of  all  who  wiihed  to 
come  in-  For  feveral  hours  the  people  floqkt{4  tb*^ 
ther,  falling  on  their  knees  before  Catbarine^  «iid 
tendering  her  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

The  confpVr^t^.fs,  nieanwhUe  took  care  to  viSt  the 
<KfFerent  quarters  of  th^  city,  and  faw  them  put;  ijt 
a  (late  of  dief^nce.  Th^y  (Rationed  guards  ia  prc^T 
(ituationsj  a^r^d  planted  cannon  loaded,  and  nr^tcht* 
burning,  without  the  feaft  interruption  frQm  any  on^* 
Prince  George  of  Holflein,  uncle  to  tbp  SmpetDr, 
ventured  to  ftew  hinjfelf,  attended  by  a  handful  of 
ibUUers  :  be  avm. inftftntlv  furroundpd,  compiled, to 
furrender,  loaded  with  aibufcj,.  mughly  haudle^d,  and 
dragged  to  a  dungeon,  frorn  vyhich  the  Empre<$  re* 
leafed  him  a  few  hours^  afterward,  a^d  put  him  ufider  ^ 
acreft  in  his  own  houfe.  Not  only  w,a§  nothing  lik^ 
refinance  oppofed  to  the  partilaps  of  Catharin^i,  but ' 
no  one  of  the  friends  of  th^  Czar  ^ver  thought  of  mr 
forming  him  what  wa^  gping  on  at  Peterjfburgh,  On« 
man  alone,  a  foreigner  of  the  name  of  Rr^ffen,  who 
owed  his  fortune  to  that  Prince,  had  the  counge  to 
demonftrate  his. gratitude  and  fidelity  to  him^  H^ 
got  a  doraeftio  to  cH%uife  himfelf  in  the  Ixabit  of  a 
peafant^  and  difpatched  him  with  a  ftliet,  wbich  h« 
had'  orders  tp  put  into  the  Emperor's  own  hand^ 
This  meflenger  had  juft  paflTcd  at  the  moment  wheQ 
the  Csonfpira.tors  arrived  to  place  a  guard  on  the 
bridge  \Vhich  leads  out  of  Peteriburgh,  and  w^ 
proceeding  to  Oranienbaom,  when  he  got  informa-r 
tion  on  the  road  that  the  Czar  was  already  at  Peteri*-* 
hofF^ 

Evci^  thing  feemed  to  concur  in  favour  of  the  con-^ 
fpiracy.  On  the  road  to  Peter(hoff,  £iid  r.t  fome  diff 
tance  from  Peterfburgh,  was  encamped  a  regiment 
of  fixtecn  hundred  men,  among  whom  no  rtoanncr 
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of  intelligence  bad  bfee«  diflemidated,  a/id  thefe  was 
reafon  to  apprehend,  that  on  the  firft  tidings  of  a  re- 
volt, the  Czar  would  give  them  orders  to  join  hi* 
Holfteinefe  troops.  Scarcely  were  meafures  concerts 
ed  to  prevent  him,  when  Colonel  OlflbuficfF,  who 
commanded  that  regiment,  and  who  hads^hcard  fome 
confufed  rumour  of  wh^t  was  pafling  in.  the  capital, 
prefented  himfelf  to  procure  clearer  information. 
The  confpirators  get.  round  him,  addrefe  him  with  a- 
fpirit  of  enthufiafm,  perfuade  him,  and  OlflbufiefF 
returns  immediately  to  give  up  his  regiment  to  Ca- 
tharine. At  the  moment  he  was  haranguing  his  men, 
orders  arrive  from  P^ter  for  the  regiment  to  march 
immediately  to  Join  him.  The  foldiers,  fcduced  from 
their  duty^  exclaimed  as  one  man,  that  they  no  longer 
acknowledged  Peter  III.  a^  Emperor,  and  immcdi- 
lately  proceeded  on  their  march  to  ftrengthen  the 
hands  of  the  confpiracy.  Before  the  clofe  of  the  day, 
Catharine  had  already  fecured  the  fupport  of  fifteen 
thoufand  chofen  trooj^;  The  city  was  in  a  formid- 
able ftate  of  defence.  A  flric^t  difcipline  was  every 
where  maintained,  and  through  Angular  good  for- 
tune, not  a  finglc  drop  of  blood  had  been  fpillcd. 

What  proved  of  the  gi-eateft  fervice  to  Catharine^ 
was  the  intercft  which  her  partifans  ihfpired  in  her 
behalf,  by  propagating  reports  on  all  fides,  that  ^he 
Czar  had  determined  that  very  day  to  have  her  and 
her  fon  taken  mf.  'Xlns  atrocious  falftiopd  was  believed 
without  examination,  and  fuCcefs  was  the  reward  of 
calumny. 

•  When  the  Emprefs  got  to  the  palace,  {he.  imrtie- 
fliately  fent  for  her  fon,  Paul  Petrowitz.  A  detach- 
ment, at  the  head  of  which  marched  a  confidential 
officer,  was  difpatched  to  efcort  him.  On  awaking 
in  the  midil  of  foldiers,  this  young  Prince,  who  had 
heard  frequent  talk  of  the  Czar*s  defigns  agairtft  him, 
was  fcized  with  a  dangerous  fright.  Panin  took  him 
in  his  arms,  and  carried  him  to  his  mother.  Catha- 
rine then  came  forward  with  him  to  a  balcony,  and 
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bcjd  him  up  to  prefent  bim  to  the  people,  whofe 
acclamations  redoubled  at  fight  of  the  child,  becaiafc, 
they  wilhed  to  diftinguifli  in  hirh  the  peifon  of*thc  . 
new  Emperor.  '       • 

A  rum6ur  was  fuddenly  fpread  abroad^  thatTetcr 
had  breathed  his  laft,  and  that  they  were  cairyitig  his 
body  to  interment.  Silence  the  moft  profound  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  fhouls  of  the  multitude.  A  number 
"of  foldiers,  drcfled  in  black  cloaks,  with  flambeaux 
in  their  hands,  walked  in  proceflion  round  a  magni- 
ficent coffin,  preceded  by  priefts  chanting  the  bunal* 
fervice,  and  the  whole  pafled  through  the  middle  of 
the  croud.  But  this  fitSlitious  funeral  was  undoubt- 
edly riotjiing  more  than  ati  additional  trick,  which 
the  eonfpirators  had  imagined  to  deceive  the  peoplcy 
and  intimidate  the  partifans  of  the  Czar. 

The  grandees  who,  fof  the  nioft  part,  had  taken 
no  part  in  the  ccnfpiracy,  and  who  received  informa- 
tion of  its  fuccef?  on''  their  awakening,  I'cpaired  im- 
mediately to  the  palace,  where,  conftrained  to  fup- 
prefs  their  aftonifhment  and  indignation,  they  joined 
their  homage  arid>oath  of  allegiance  to  that  already 
taken,  to  Catharine  by  the  multitude.  The  principal 
eonfpirators,  aiJembled  round  that  Priivoefs,  then  held 
a  council,  in  which  it  was  rcfolved  to  take  advantage 
of  the  difpofitions  of  the  army,  and,  vVilhout  delay,  • 
to  march  ftraight  againft  the  Empemr ;  but  in  tbef 
mean  time,  to  put  the  Empre(s  beyond  the  reach  of 
any  attack  by  water,  or  rather  to  humour  thb  foldiery,; 
who  imagined  that  it  was  poffible,  at  every  moment,-  - 
to  furprife  and  difpatch'  her,  they  efcortcd  her  fiprn 
Elizabeth's  palace  to  an  ancient  palat'e  ofwood,  which 
overlooks  the  grand  fquarc,  and  which  they  encpm- 
pafled  with  troops.  <  ¥  '    .        ^ 

Toward  noon,  this  Princeft,  completely  miflrefs  of 
Peterlburgh,  can  fed  to  be  difperfed  all  over  the  city, 
and  to  be  delivered  to  the  foreign  minifters,  a  marii- 
fefto  which  the  Pierimoniefe  Odaft-  had  get^fecretly 
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printed  fome  days  before,  and  which  was  Qonccavcd 
In  tbefe  terms : 

We,  Catharine  IL  Emprcfs  of  ^JI  the  Ruffias, 
to  pur  faithful  fubjedls. 

"  All  true  lovers  qf  their  country  are  but  too  deeply 
fenfible  of  the  danger  which  threatenec|  the  Ruffian 
*'  enipire.     In  the  firft  place,  our  orthodox  religion 
"  was  fhakeu  to  the  foundation,  the  canons  of  the 
"  Greek  church  fubvertcd,  and  there  was  juft  grouncl 
to  apprehend  the  moft  grievous  of  all  calamities, 
^f  in  beholding  the  orthodoxy,  anciently  eftablithed 
^^  in  Ruffia,  transformed  into  a  foreign  religion  which 
is  to  fuperfedc  it.     In  the  fecond  place,  the  glory 
of  Ruffia,  exalted  to  the  higheft  pinnacle  by  her 
vidlorious  arms,  and  at  the  price  of  her  biood,  has 
jufi  been  facrificed  to  her  enemies,  even  by  the 
peace  recently  concluded,  while  the  interior  ar- 
rangements of  the  empire,  which  conftitutc  the  fe- 
licity of  our  beloved  country,  were  trampled  under 
«*  foot. 

"  Deeply  affisfted  by  the^  perils  to  which  our  lov-» 
-**  jng  fubjcdts  were  expofed,  and  above  all^  incapa-  ^ 
•*  ble  of  refifting  their  fincere  and  unanimous  widiegi 
"  we  have  mounted  our  imperial  throne  of  Ruffia."  . 
While  this  nxanifefto.was  in  circulation,  the  Em- 
pref^  decorated  with  the  ribbon  of  St.  Andrew,  and 
qrefled  in  the  uniform  of  the  guards^  which  fhe  bad 
borrowed  of  a  very,  young  officer,  named  Talizin^ 
mounted  on  horfebick,  and  rode  through  the  ranks^ 
attendotl  by  Princefs  d^AfchkofF,  who  likeu  ifc  wcwo 
a  uniform,  ft  was  upon  this  occafion  that  Poicm-» 
kin,  ^n  enfign  in  the  regin^^ent  of  borfe-guards,  ob^ 
fei;ying  that  Catharine  had  no  fword-knot,  advanced  .  /" 
to  make  a  tender  of  his.  Potemkin's  horfe^  accuf- 
^  tomed  to  the  evolutions  of  a  fquadron^  would  not 
for  fome  time  be  feparated  from  that  which  Catha- 
rine rode,  and  afforded  her  an  opportunity^ of  re- 
warj^ing  the  grace  and  agility  of  the  per fon  whoj^ 

^^  fincQ 


1762.]         .      EMPRESS  OP  KtrssrA.    -         '        ip3 

lincctheii^  acquired  fuch  an  unbouhded  empire  over 
her.  •       '  ' 

The  troops, . among  whom  beer.  and.  brandy  wene 
ihceflantjy  diftributed,  as  inceflantly  expreiled  their 
fatisfa(9:ion  by  lolVd  huzzas  !  and  tofflng  up  their  hats 
and  caps.  One  regiment  alone  partook  not  of  this 
intoxication:  it  was  a  regiment  of  cavalry^  of  which 
'Peter  had  been  colonel,  when  only  Grand-duke,  and 
which,  on  his  acccffion  Jo  the  throne,  he  had  incou- 
jpbrated  with  the  guards.  The  officers,,  having  to  a 
hian  refufed  to  acknowledge.  Oatharine,  were  put 
tinder  atreft,  and  replaced  by  offficers  from  other  re^^ 
ghnents;  and  the  foldiers,  by  th'cw  meJancholy  fl- 
lentre^  pr^fented  a  ftrikihg  contraft  to  the  noify  mirth 
which  furreundied  them.  j 

But  the  Emprefs  was  too  powerful  to  be  under  any 
&pprehenfion  from  that  regiment,  and  the  troops  be- 
gan to  file  off  from  the  capital  to  march  again  ft  the 
Czar.  Catharine  then  went  to  din-nfr  oppofiteto  an 
t>pen  window>  in  fight  of  the  foldiers,  and  of  a  vail 
multitude  of  perfons  aflembled  from  cuwofity  in  the 
grand  fquare. 

Peter  bad  as  yet  no  fufpicion  of  what  was  going 
forward.  Nay,  his  fecurity  was  fo  gi*eat  that,  m  the 
; morning,  he  gave  o/ders  to  arreft  a  faithful  ^officer 
who,  having  had/ the  evening  before,  Ibme  indica- 
tions of  the  confpinicy,  travelled  through- the  night 
•to  Oranienbaum,  thinking  it  his  duty  to  impart  the 
fecret  to  his  mafter.  That  Prince  then  fet  out  in  a 
calafli,  with  his  miftrefs,  his  favourites,  and  the  la- 
dies of  his  court,  on  the  road  to  Peterfhoff,  where 
he  propofed,  the^day  after,  to  celebrate  the  feftival 
of  St.  Peter  with  all  poffible  magnificence*  Several 
other  carriages  followed  that  of  the  Czar,  and  this 
numerous  retinue  was  proceeding  at  a  prodigious 
rate„  aad  talking  gaily  of  the  plcafures  they  had  in 
profpc6l,  when  the  aid-de-camp  general,  Goudowitz, 
who  had  taken  the  lead  on  horfeback,  was  perceived 
riding  back  at  full  fpVed.  •  Goudowitz  had  met  on 
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the  road  one  of  Catharine's  chamberlains,  coming  or* 
foot  to  meet  his  mafler,  to  inform  him  of  the  Em- 
prefs*s  elopement,  and  of  the  uneafincfs  which  was 
felt  all  over  the  family  at  Pcterfhoff'.  On  hearing 
this  unexpe6ted  news,  Gbudawitz  had  turned  round 

•  his  horfe,  and  galloping  up  to*  the  Czar's  carriage 
called  to  the  coachman  to  flop.  Peter  turprized,  and 
even  fomewhat  nettled,  unable  to  conjedure  what 
could  bring  his  « id-de-camp  back,  afked  him  if  be 
was  mad.  Goudowitz  came  up  and  whifpered  a  few 
words  in  his  ear.  On  this  Peter,  vrolcnLly  agitateel 
and  pale  as  aihes,  alights  from  the  carriage,  and  re- 
tires with  Goudowitz,  to  interrogate  him  more  at  his 
(cafe.  He  afterwards  returned  tow«ird  the  carriage, 
and  having  entreated  the  ladies  to  alight,  ihewed 
them  a  gate  Qf  the  park,  by  which  he  defired  them 
to  come  and  join  him  on  foot  at  the  caltle,  remounts 
his  carriage  followed  by  fome  of  his  retinue,  and  fets 
oft' with  the  utmoft  precipitation. 

On  arriving  at  Peterflboff,  the  Emperor  flew  to  the 
pavilion  which  Catharine  had  occupied,  and  in  his 
extreme  confufion  and  embarraflment,  fearched  for " 
her  as  if  (he  could  have  been  concealed  under  the 
bed,  or  in  fome  cupboard.  He  teized  all  the  attend- 
ants with  queftion  on  queflion  ;  no  one  cmdd  giv^ 
him  any  fatisfadliofi.  Thofe  who,  poflefled  of  more 
penetration  than  the  reft,  already  forefaw  the  full 
cxtefit  of  his  calamity,  carefully  avoided  to  fay  any 

.  thing  that  might  terrify  hinru  The  Countefs  de  Wo- 
ronzoff,  his  njiftrefs,  and  the  o-lher  ladies  who  came 
through  the  alleys  of  the  garden^  did  not  yet  know 
what  could  have  induced  theX^zar  to  leave  them  on 
the  middle  of  the  high-road.  As  fpon  as  Peter  per- 
ceived the  Countefs,  he  exclaimed  : — '*  Romanowna,. 
^*  will  you  believe  me  now  ?  Catharine  has  eloped. 
"  I  told  you  truly  thatftie  was  up  to  everything."-^ 
Meanwhile  fome  peafants,  returned  from  Peterf- 
burgh,  related  to  the  Emperor's  domeftics  what  they 

Anew  of  the  infurrecStion^  and  the  domeftics  circu^ 
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lated  the  news  in  whifpers  among  their  fellows;  but 
fpoke  not  a  word  of  the  matter  either  to  their  niafter 
or  to  his  cfourtiers.  A  gloomy  miftriift  already  reigne^l 
round  the  ill-fated  monarch.    It  feemed  as  if  a  deadly 
prefentiment  wete,  in  every  heart,  the  forerunner  of 
his  downfaL  and  overwhclmeci  himfelf  with  terror'  and 
perplexity.     By  an^  by  courage  failed  him  to  alk  any 
more  •^queftions,  and  no  one  dared  to  tell  him  the 
truth.     At  laft,  fuddenly  appeared^   in  the  midft  of 
this  dejedled  aflemblage,  a  country  fellow  whi^.  ad-- 
vaoced  with  a  profound  reverc&ce,  and,  without  ut-  = 
terin'g  a  firigle  word,  took  from  his  bofom  a  feialed 
billet  which  he  delivered  to  the  Emperor.  I'bis  feem- 
Ing  peafent  ivas  Breflan's  fcrvant.  The  Emperor  took 
the  billet,  run  it  over  rapidly  with  his  eyes,  and/thea 
^'cading  it  aloud  to  the  circle  about  him,  conveyed 
intelligence  bf  the  revolt  which  had  in*  the  morning 
broken  out  at  Peterfburgh  ;  that  the  troops  had  taken 
up  arms  in  favour  of  Catharine;  that  fhe  was  going, 
to  have  herfelf  crowned  in  the  church  of  Kafan,.  and* 
that  all  the  people  apparently  took  p'art  in  the  inlur-. 
redlion. 

The  'GeSar  feemed  to  be  overwhelmed  at  this  news.. 
His  courtiers  -endeavoured  to  infufe  into  him  a  confi- 
dence which  they  themfelv.es  poflcfled  not.  The 
Chancellor  WoronzfofF alleged^  that  undoubtedly  Ca- 
tharine had  been  able  to  make  an  attempt  to  ftir  up 
the  foldiery  arrdthe  populace-,  but  that  ^this  commo- 
tion could,  have  no  dangerous  confequences,  andthat 
if  the  Czar  wOuld  confent  to  let  him  proceed  dirc6lly 
to  Peterfburgh,.  he  would  engage  to  bring  back  the 
Empref§  to  a/enfe  of  her  duty.  The  Czar,  without 
hefitation,  accept-ed  the  chanceIlor\s  propofition,  and 
that  miniiter-  repaired  to  the  capital.  On  entering 
the  palace,  he  found  the  Ernprcfs  encircled  by  a  mul- 
titude of  people  who  were  doing  homage  to  her.  He 
i>everj:helefs  had  the  boidnefs  at  firft  to  reprefent  to 
her  the  danger  to  which  fhe  was  expofing  "herfelf. — 
"^^'You  may,  Madam/'  fays  he,  "  be  for  a  while  fuc- 
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"  cefsful,  but  it  cannot  be  of  loi>g  duration.     Ought' 
you  then  to.  confide  in  the  blind  zeal  of  your  inpr- 
prudent  friends  ?    Ought  ya«,  f©r   the  fake  of  a 
momentary  feign  with  them,  to  render  your  GO'nfort . 
^*  an  irreconcilable  enemy  ?  Wherefore  take  up  arms 
*^  againft  him,  when  it  is  1<>  ealTly  in  your  powe<-  to 
'*  carry  every  point  by  gentle  methods,  and  by  the 
"  afcendancy  of  your  underftanding^.     Reflect,  that 
"  the  regiments  of  guards  dp  not  compofe  the  whole 
*'  armies  of  the  Czar,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of 
"  Peteriburgh  are  but  a  very  feeble  part  of  the  Ruf- 
"  fian  nation."     Catharine  calmly  replied  : — "  Yoa 
"  fee  how  it  js:  I  am  not  the  agei^t  here;  I  only 
'^comply  with    the  earnefl:  wifhc^  of  the  nation." 
The  cnancellor,  who  beheld  in  efteft  the  croud  in** 
creafing  every  inflant,.  and  readmg  in   the  infiamed 
^yes  of  fome  of  the  confpirators,  that  his  reprefenta- 
tifons  might  fpeedily  be  productive  of  fatal  confe- 
q-uences' to  hinrifelf,  foi'got  his  duty,  took  the^  oaths 
with  the  reft,  and  added  : — "  I  will  ferve  you,.  Ma- 
"  ddm,  in-  the  council,  but  ani  totally  ufelefs  to  you 
"  in  the  field.     Even  my  prefence  might  be  ofFenfive 
*^^  to  feme  who  have  now  heard  me;  ^nd,  that  I  may 
^  not  give  them  umbrage,  I  befeech  your  Majefly  to 
**  permit  me  to  remain  in  my  own  houfe,  under  the 
"  guard  of  a  confidential  officer."     To  this  the  Em- 
prefs  confented.     She  fent  him  home  under  a  prohi- 
bition to  flir  abroad.     By  this  means  the  chancellor 
found  himfelf  at  once  fecured  from  the  vengeance  of 
Catharine's  partifans  and  from  the  Czar's  fufpicions. 
At  fix  in  the  everjiDg  Catharine  a   feeond  time 
mounted  on  horfeback,  and  with  a  drawn  fword  in 
her  hand,  and  an  oaken  bough  round  her  head,  hai*- 
tened  to  join  the.  troops  which  were  on  their  march. 
Princeft  d'AfchkofF  and  the  hetman  Razoumoffsky 
rode  by  her  fid^.    A  croud  of  courtiers  followed  clofc 
|yehim!;  the  contention  was  who  (liould  difcover  the 
greateft  ardour  to  partake  in  her  dangers  and  in  her 
triumph.    Her  army  was  farther  augmented:  by  £i,000^ 
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kofacs  well  rnounted,  whom  the  Emperor  ordered  to 
file  off  toward  Pomerania,  and  to  whom  the  hetin^n 
difpatched  orders  to  come  and.  join  him. 

The  Czar,  raeantiipe,  ever  lince  the  chancellor's 
(departure,  continued  a  prey  to  the  moft  acute  pangs 
of  folicitude.  He  every  inftant  received  freih  intelli- 
gence of  the  progrefs  of  the  revolution.  It  remained 
no  longer  a  matter  of  doubt.  Surrounded  by  women 
bathed  in  tear*,  and  young  courtiers  incapable  of 
giving  advace, '  he  rambled  hurriedly  Jhrough  the 
alleys  of  PeterfhofF,  forming  twenty  different  fchemes 
without  executing  any  one;  fometimes  littering  dread- 
ful imprecations  againft  Catharine,  fometimes  dic-^ 
tsting  unavailing  manifeftoes-  When  the  hour  of 
dining  came,  he  ordered  the  cloth  to  be  laid  by  the  ' 
fea-fide,  and  appeared  for  a  while  to  4iave  given  a 
truce  to  his  mournful  refle6Hons.  'But  it  was  not 
long  before  the  danger  with  which  he. was  threatened 
llared  him  ancvy  in  the  face,  and  he  fent  orders  to  the 
^000  Holfteinefe  foldicrs  whom  he  bad  left  at  Ora^ 
nienbaum  tojoin  him  immediately  with  their  artiK 
lery.  It  was  then  that  old  Marefchal  Munich  made 
his  appei^rance. 

Munich,  wbom  the  Emperor  rcfped^ed  for  his 
high  military  reputation,  and  whom  he  had  almoU 
dilgiifted  by  his  eagerneft  to  introduce  the  new  Pruf- 
fian  exercife,  Munich  alone  was  qualrfi^ed  to  give 
him  falutary  advice,  and  he  did  give  it.—"  Czar, 
your  troops  are  at  hand,*'  feid  the  aged  warrior* 
Let  us  put  ourfclves  at  their  head,  and  march  di- 
i*e(91y  tq  Peterfburgh.  You  ftill  have  numerous 
friends  in  tbit  city :  the  momeFnt  you  appear  they 
^^  will  all  take,  up  arms  in  your  defence.  Thegfeateft 
*^  part  of  the  guards  are  mifted  but  for  the  moment, 
^^  and  will  again  range  themfelves  under  your  ban- 
^*  ners.  At  any  Tate,  if  w,e  muft  come  to  blows,  be 
*^  afliired  that  the  rebels  will  not  long  dilute  the 
«*  viftory  with  you."  The  C^ar  was  on  the  point  of 
jjdppting  this  refplution,  but  it  was  by  no  means  ac- 
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ceptable  to  a  herd  of  timid  courtiers  ;  and,  while  prcr 
parafion  was  made  for  marching,  news  arrived  that 
the  Eniprefs  was  advancing,  with  an  army  reported 
to  be  20,000  ftrbng.  The  women  on  this  exclaimed 
that  it  would  be  better  to  return  to.  Orauienbaiim* 
The  Emperor  himfelf  appeared  to  be  determined  not  ^ 
to  expofe  his  perfon. — "  Well  then!"  reCumed  Mu- 
nich, ^*  if  VQU  arc  afraid  of  combatting  the  rebels,  do, 
*^  not  wait  for  them,  at  Icaft^  in  a  place  vyhere  you, 

cannot  defend  yourfelf  to  advantage.    Neither  Ora- , 

nienbaum  nor  Peterfhoft' are  able  to  ftand  a  fiegc.; 
*^  but  Cronftitdt  offers  you  a  fecure  a(}^lura.  Cron- 
"'fladt  is,  fiiH  fubje<ft  to  your  authority.  Yoii  wili 
^'  there  find  a  formidable  fleet  and  a  numerous  gar- 
^*  rifon.  From  Cronfladt,  in  a  word,  you  will  eafjly 
"  bring  Peterfburgh  back  to  a  fenfe  of  duty." 

This  advice  was  received  with  univerfal  applaufe. 
General  Lievers  was  inftantly  difpatched  to  tai;e  the 
command  of  Cronftadt;  and  fcarcely  had  they  got 
ready  two  yachts  to  convey  the  Czar,  when  an  offi- 
cer arrived  with  an  afllirance  that  confidence  might 
be  repofed  in  the  fidelity  of  this  place.  Peter,  who, 
imagined  he  already  faw  Catharine  at  the  gates  of 
PeterfhofF,  embarked  with  precipitation,  followed,  by 
his  dejected  court  and  by  the  intrepid  Munich. 

It  appeared  as  if  a  dreadful  fatality  rendered  abor- 
tive the  fageft  meafures  that  Peter  could  adopt,  ju 
the  fpace  of  a  few  hours  the  face  of  things  was  to- 
tally changed  at  Cronftadt.  The  fleet  and  the  regi- 
ments which  had  juft  received  General  Lievers  with 
Ihouls  of  joy,  fwearing  loyalty  to  the  Czar,  were  al- 
ready in  a  ftate  of  revolt :  Lievers  had  exchanged  his 
command  for  a  prifon,  and  this  change  was  cflc6t- 
ed  by  a  trick.  During  the  firft  hours  of  the  iniiir- 
redlion,  and  in  concerting  the  meafures  at  firft  adopt- 
ed for  jnfuring  the  fuccefs  of  it,  no  one  of  the  con- 
fpirators  had  paid  any  attention  to  the  port  of  Cron- 
ftadt. It  was  not  even  till  after  mid-day  that  fome 
one,  reflecting  on  the  importance  of  that  place,  pointr 
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ed  out  the  blunder  they  had  committed  in  overlook- 
ing  it.  Admiral  Talizin  immediately  makes  an  pfFer 
to  go  9nd  take  poUeflion.  It  was  accepted.  He  em- 
barks on  board  his  own  barge,  ftridlly  forbids  his 
boat's  crew  to  tell  whence  they  came,  and  arrives  at 
Cronftadt.  General  Lievers,  who  remained  on  the 
cjuay,  expelling  every  moment  the  Emperor's  ar- 
riyal,  runs  to  meet  Talizin,  and  artfully  endeavours 
to  ;difcover  wbetfeer  be  was  of  Catharine's  party  3  but 
falizin,  ftill  raoric  cunning,  prj^Jjends  ignorance  of 
the  efFe<!:ls  of  the  r^V!olt,Vand  told  him,  that  having 
beard  ajt  bis  country  houfe  certain  confufed  reports  of 
SL  commotaon  at  Peteriburgh,  be  had  baftened  dowq 
fo  the  fleet  wber6  bis  4uty  lay.  Licvers  fwallows  the 
tale  and  quits  him.  Talizin  inftantly  repairs  to  thq 
feamens'  quartier,  harangues  them,  informs  them  of  the 
fuccefe  which  had  attended  the  Emprefs,  tells  them 
jthe  bed  thing  they  cquld  do  was  to  declare  in  her  fa- 
vour, di&ribut&s  money  and  brandy  among  then),  and 
/engages  them  to  follow  him  and  arrcft  the  command* 
anti  Several  foldiers  joined  the  feamcn.  JLievers  is 
immediately  committed  to  priibn,  and  Tali^in  re^ 
mains  matter  in  Catharine's  name,  of  a  p)acc  the  pof-r 
feilion  of  which  would  have  faved  the  C?ar,  or  muft 
have  at  lead  furniibed  hitn  witl)  tbp  n^eaqs  of  making 
a  long  and  vigorous  defence. 

At  the  very  moment  this  icene  was  palling,  the 
Emperor  appears  oflT  the  -  harbour.  Talizin  had  al- 
ready made  the  n^ceflary  difpofitions  to  prevent  bii 
landing.  A  part  of  the  garrifon,  under  arms,  lines 
the  (bore-  The  cannon  arc  pointed,  the  n)atches  light-- 
4sd,  afid,  on  the  inftant  that  the  firft  yacht  attempt- 
ed to  Und,  the  fentincl  deipands— "  Whp  reigns?" 
^^  IiOng  live  the  Emperor,"  vyas  returned  from  the 
yacht.—*"  There  is  no  bmperor,"  replied  the  fentinel, 
Peter  got  up,  and,  half  opening  his  cloak  to  difplay 

'  the  ribbon  of  his  order,  iays — "  What !  do  you  not 
^^  know  me  ?"     "  No,"  replied  a  thoufand  voices  at 

.^Qce, "  yfp  jio  longer  acknow,ledge  ap  Eniperor;  I^ng 
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^^  live  the  Emprcfs  Catharine!"  Talizin  on  thi^ 
threatens  to  link  the  yacht  to  the  bottom,  iinlcfs  fhei 
inilantly  ipade  off.  The  Czar,  in  conftematiqn, 
Ihrunk  back  ;  but  Gou-dowitz  flops  him,  and,  laying 
hold  of  one  of  the  draw-brjdges  which  join  the  dif- 
ferent entrances  of  the  harbour— "Put  your  hand  in 
"  mine,"  faid  he  to  him,  "  and  let*  us  leap  on  (hore. 
*^  No  one  will  dare  to  fire  upon  you,  and  Gronftadt 
"  will  ftill  be  your  Majefty's."  Munich  fupport? 
the  advice  of  GoudowitZ)  but  to  no  purpofe.  Pct^r, 
ifi  a  flate  bf  defperation,  thinks  only  of  flight,  and 
flees  to  hide  hirpfelf  in  the  cabiq  of  the  yacht,  amidrt 
a  group  of  frighted  women.  They  do  not  fo  much  Vt% 
take  time  to  weigh  the 'anchor,  but  cut  their  cable, 
and  make  off  by  force  of  oars.        ■    ,. 

When  the  yachts  had  got  to  a  fafe  diflance  frpn^ 
the  port,  the  rowers  lay  upon  their  oars.  The  night 
was  extremdy  fine,  and  Munich  and  Go^dowit^, 
feated  on  the  deck,  weve  fadly  and  in  filence  con*- 
tem plating  the  Harry  heav^ins,  and  the  fmoothnefs  of 
the  water.;  The  caj^tain  went  down  into  the  cabirt 
to  alk  the  Czar  whithdr  he  was  to  cairy  him.  That 
i^rince  then  fent  for  Munich,  and  faid : — ^*  Field- 
••  marefchal,  I  perceive  that  I  have  too  long  negle6t- 
*f  ed  to  {bllpw  your  advice ;  but  you  behold  to  what 
^^  extremity  I  am  reduced.  Do  you,  who  have  ei^ 
*^  caped  from' fo  many  dangers,  inform  me  what  I 
^^  ought  to  do.''     ^*  Go  immediately  and  join  the 

fquadron  which  is  at  Revel,''  anfwered  Munich  ; 

take  a  yeflel,  pafs  ovpr  into  Pomerariia,  put  your- 
^'  fclf  at  the  head  of  your  army,  and  1  prdmife  yoiV 
^^  that  in  fix  weeks  Peterfburgh,  and  the  reft  of  the 
^'  empire,  will  be  fubjedted  to  your  authority.". 

^The  women  and  the  courtiers,  as  if  they  had  ac- 
tually been  all  in  concert  to  ruin  the  ill-fated  Czar, 
immediately  exclaimed  that  the  rowers  would  Want 
ilrength  to  carry  them  fo  far  as  Revel. — "  Very  well !" 
replied  the  veteran  Munich,  *^  we  will  all  of  us  put 
f ^  ^  band  to  the  oar."  But  a  propofal  fo  generous  couW 
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fiOt  be  acceptable  to  that  tiinid  and  perfidious  <^ourt. 
They  (hrunk  fro4Ti  it.     They  emuloufly  ftrove  to  aC- 
fure  the  Emperor  that  hi§  danger  was  not  fo  great  a$ 
he  apprehended ;  that  Catharine  could  only  mean  to 
accommodate  matters  with  him,  and  that  it  was  bet- 
ter  to  negociate  than  to  fight.     The  feeble  Prince^ 
yjhofa  greajteft  misfortune  it  was  neyer  to  know  ho\iir 
to  adopt  a  bold  refolution,  yielded  to  thofe  reprefen- 
tations,  and  ordered  the  captain  to  fteer  for  Oranien- 
baiim.     It  was  about  four  o'clock  in  the  rnornin^ 
when  they  reached    the   fhorc.     A   few   domcftics, 
alarmed  for  his  fafctj%  pame  down  to  receive  tlie 
Emperor.     He  defired'thcm  not  to  fpread  abroad  the 
news  of  his  return,  (Init  himfelf  up*in  his  apartment^ 
with  orders  to  admit 'no  perfon  whatever,  and  wrote 
fecretly  tp  the  E:nprefs.     At  fix  he  appeared  with  aa- 
air  fufficiently  tranquil.     Thofe  of  his  Holfteinefe 
guards  who  had  returned  to  Oranienbaum  ran  up 
and  fiirrounded  him,  (bedding  tears  of  joy  and  affec- 
tion. Th'ey  kifled  his  hands,  they  embraced  his  knees, 
tfttiy  prefTed  him  to  give  them  orders  to  march  againft 
the  army  of  the  Empref§,  and  fwore  that  they  woujd 
to  a  man  facrifice  their  own  li^es  in  defending  his. 
The  aged  Munich  once  more  laid  hold  of  this  oppor-' 
tuflity  to  exhort  the  Emperor  to  ftand  on  his  defence^ 
— ^*^Gome,"  fays  he,  *'  march  againft  the  rebels.     1 
^^  will  go  before  you,  and  no  one  lliall  come  at  you 
*^  but  J:hrough  my  body."    But  the  counfels  of  Mu- 
nich produced  no  more  efFe6l  on  Peter  than  had  thc^ 
noble  fe|f-devotednefs  pfthe  Holftein  troops^ 
'-   The  pmprefs,  meanwhile,  at  the  head  of  her  army, 
had  halted  at  Krafnoi-Kabac  (the  Red-inn),  a  fmall 
village  about  feven  yerfles  from   Peterfburgh,  and 
taken  up  her  refidence  in  a  cottage,  where  (he  refled 
Ibme  hours  on  a  couch  compofed  of  the  cloaks  of  the 
officers  in  her  train.     At  day -break,  Gregory  OrlofF, 
with  a  band  of  reiblute  volunteers,  went  to  recon- 
noitre the  vicinity  of  PeterfhofF,  and  having  found 
only  a  few  peafants  armed  with  fcyfhes,  which  they 
'       '  had 
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J>ad  colliecled  the  evening  before,  difperfed  tbem  with 
blows  of  the  Jback  of  the  fabre,  makinf^  them  cry.  out 
along  with  h\m — ;"  Long  live  the  ER)prefs  I"  At. five 
oVlock  Catliarine  re-mounted,  and  advanced  to  the 
monafterypf  Saint-Serge,  where  (he  h<Jted  a  f^concj 
time.  She  was  ftill  in  this  place  when  (lie  received 
the  Czar's  letter,  in  which  he  made  aq  acknowledgr 
Tuent  of  his  mifcondu6l,  and  propofed  to  divide  with 
her  the  fovereign  authority,  ^ut  Catharine  made  no 
rcply^  detained  tb^  incfleuger,  and  prcfently.bejgaa 
to  march  again. 

The  Czar  then  finding  tijat  the  Emprefs  was  at 
hand,  ordered  one  of  his  horf<ijs  to  be  faddled^  with  a 
ilcfign  to, fly  qfP,:' alone  and  in  difguife,  tovv^'d  th^ 
frontiers  of  Poland.  .But  ever  timid,  ,ever  irrefolute,  h^ 
prefently  after  gave  orders  to  difmantle  his  littlie  fort- 
refs  of  Oranienbaijm,  as  a  proof  to  Catharipe  that  he 
^id  not  nriean  to  make  any  refiftarice,  and  v>^TQtp  her 
i!  fecond  letter  huploring  her  mercy,  and  ailjcing  fopr 
givenefs  in  the  moft  humiliating  terms,  Hf.  atth^ 
fame  time  a(rured  her.  that  he  ceded  to  her  the  im- 
perial  crown  of  Kufiia,  and  entreated  (he  would  grant 
|iim  a  penlk>n,  with'^permiljion  to  return  to.Holfteiu. 
Catharine  did  not  deign  to  make  any  reply  to  this 
letter  any  more  than  (he  had  to  th6  firft:  but  after 
having  converfed  a  confiderable  time  with  the  chamr 
Iberlain  IfmailofF,  who  had  brought  it  to  her,  ap.d  whom 
ilic  eafily  perfuadcd  to  betray  his  mafler,  fent  him 
back  to  the  Czar  to  haften  his  determination  to  fubr 
mit  implicitly  to  her  commands. 

Ifmailoif  returned  to  Oranienbaumj  arid  prefented 
himfelf  to  the  Czar,  in  company  with  his  fole  domeflic. 
The  Emperor  had  at  that  time  abbut  him  fix  hun- 
dred men  of  his  Holfteinefe  guard.  He  ordered  theqi 
to  withdraw^  and  clofetted  himfelf  with  the  chamber- 
laio,  who  exhorted  him  to  abandon  his  troops,  and 
go  diredtly  to  the  Emprefs,  afiiu-ing  him  of  a  moft 
gracious  reception,-  and  of  obtaining  from  her  every; 
thing  he  could  with.    Peter  hefitated  foine  tiir^e;  b.^t 
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IfmailofF  having  told  him,  thatunlels  he  ma^e  djC. 
patch  his  life  \youId  be  in  danger,  he  fuftercd  him- 
ielf  to  be  over-ruled  by  that  traitpr.  Immediately 
IfmaVlofFnriade  him  get  into  a  carriage,. with  Roma- 
powna  'Vypfonzoft'  and  Goudqwitz,  and  let  off  fot 
Peter fhofF.  The  unfortunate  Gzar  imagined  that: 
fuch  entire  refign^iition  would  foften  the  heart  of  Ca-  ' 
fharine.  He  was  fpeedily  undeceived.  When  his 
carriage  paflcd  through  the  middle  of  the  army,  the 
kofacs,  whom  the  Emperor  firft  met,  and  who  had 
never  feen.  hirn,  preferved  a  mournful  filence;  he 
himtelf underwent  very  painful  emotions:  afterwards 
the  repeated  iTiout  of  Long  live  Catharine  !  raifed  by 
the'reft  of  the  troops,  plunged  him  in  defpair. 

On  ftepping  from  the  carnage,  Romanowna  Wo- 
ronzolf  wais  carried  away  by  the  foldjers,  who  ftrippe4 
off  her  ribbon,  with  which  her  own  lifter,  the  Princefs 
fi'AfchkofF,  was  almoft  inftantly  decorated.  The  aid- 
fle-carap  general,  Goudowitz,  was  infulted  in  like 
manner;  but  preferved  the  greateft  coqlnefs  of  tem- 
per, ^nd  haughtily  upbraided  the  rebels  with  their 
infolence  ^nd  treafon.  The  Emperor  was  condu<Sled 
to  the  top  of  the  grand  ftair-cafe.  There  the  infignia 
pf  his  order  were  tprn  off^  he  was  ftripped  of  his 
plbthes,  and  pn  fearching  the  pockets  a  good  piany 
fiiamonds  and  other  jewels  were  found.  After  hav- 
ing remained  forne  time  in  his  fhirt,  bare-^footed,  an 
prbjec^  pf  derifipn .  to  the  foldiery,  he  was  drefled  in 
a  forry  night-gown,  and  ftuit  up  in  folitudc,  with  a 
guard  at  his  chamber  door. 

*  Count  Panin,  by  order  of  the  Emprefs,  lyaited  on 
this  Prince,  and  had  a  long  convcrfation  with  him. 
He  told  him  that  the  Emprefs  intended  to  detain  him 
but  a  very  ihprt  time  under  confinement,  and  that 
ihe  \youl^^  fend  him  back  to  Holftcin  as  he  defir^d. 
To  this  promifq  hq  fubjk).incd  a  great  many  more, 
though  ajlliredly  nodelign  was  entertained  of  obferv- 
ing  any  one  of  them.  Finally,  he  made  him  tranf- 
^ribe  and  fign  the  following  declaration,  r 
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"  Diiritijy  the  Oiort  period  of  my  abfolute  fway  over 
^'  the  Ruffian  empire^  I  have  difcove^cd  that  my 
"  ftrength  is  by  no  means  fufficient  tp  fuftain  Uich  fi 
load,  aad  that  it  far  tranlcends  my  ability  to  govern 
that. empire,  not  only  in  the  exercife  of  fovereign 
authority,  but  in.  aqy  manner  whatever:  I  have 
"  accordingly  perccived^tfac  coqvulfions  which  muft  , 
have  been  followed  by  its  total  rain,  and  covered 
myfelf  with  everlafiing  fhatnc.  After  mature  rcr 
^'  fle6iion,  therefore,  on  the  fubjed,  I  declare,  wfth- 
-  out  any  conliraint,  to^^e  empire  of  Ruffia,  and  to 
the  whole  univcrfe^  that  I  renouaee  for  life  the  gOr 
^  vcrnn>ent  of  the  faid  empire,  having  nowifhtorule 
*^  over  it,  either  with  fovereign  power,  or  under  any 
'^  other  form  of  government,  without  Vo  much  as  the 
*;  hope  of  ever  attaining  it,  by  any  aid  whatever^ 
In  confirmation  of  which  I  fdlcmnly  and  fincerely 
fwear  to  it,  in  the  prefence  of  God  and  of  all  the 
laniyeFfe,  having  written  and  figned  this  renuncia- 
^  tion.witb  my  own  hand/^ 

Artncd  with  thjs  fatal  irtftrument,  Panin  retired. 
Peter  appeared  from  that  time  to  be  mo^e  tianquil, 
and  an  officer,  with  a  powerful  efcort,  almjoft  imme- 
<tiiite]y  took  pofleffion  of  his  perfon,  and  departed, 
telliog  bim  his  orders  were  to  condndl  him  to  Robfr 
cha,  a  fmall  imperial  caflle  jtvirenty  verftes  d jftant  from 
Peterfburgh. 

The  capital,  meanwhile,  remained  fince  evening  in 
a  ftate  of  expe6tation  and  uncertainty.  No  one  had 
arrived  there  with  intelligence  of  Catharine's  fuccefs. 
Peter  frill  had  friends  in  that  city;  and  had  he  pof- 
feilcd  force  to  combat  anJ  repulfe  tlie  rebels,  Peterf- 
hurgh  would  have  received  him  with  cordiality,  to 
pr^vtnt  his  vengeance.  The  foreign  merchants  who 
there  abound,  were  chiefly  apprehenfive  of  the  fury  of  , 
the  Ruffian  foldiers,  who  perhaps  might  have  thought, 
by  plundering  and  ^  mwrdering  them,  of  making  ^ 
.  merit  with  the  Czar.  Many  of  thofe  merchants,  ac- 
cordingly, made  hafte  tp  put  their  moft  viillJwW^  cfr 
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feds  on  board  the  (hips  of  their  refpeflii^e  riatioirs^ 
and  held  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  embark.  Toward 
evening,  the  report  of  artillery,  heard  at  a  diftance, 
difFufed  a  fuctdcn  alarm  over  the  city  ;  but  it  wa* 
foon  obferved  that  the  difcharges,  proceeding  at  regu- 
lar intervals^  and  the  Czar  having  difpatched  no  one 
to  make  fure  of  Peterfburgb  for  him,-  this  noife  of 
cannon  could  announce  only  the  triumph  of  the  Era- 
prefs.  Henceforward  tranquillity  was  reftored,  ^nd 
hope  took  place  of  fear.  ,  . 
■'  Catharine  flept'  that  night  at  PeterfhofF^  no  longer 
jss  a  prifoner,  but  as  an  all-powerful  fovereign.  Next 
day  (be  received  at  her  levee  the  homage  of  the  gran- 
dees tvho  had  joined  her  the  evening  before,  and  thait 
of  the  courtiers  and  the  young  women  who  cam© 
from  OranienbauTn.  Among  thefe  appeared  the  fa- 
ther, the  brother,  and  feveral  other  relations  of  Prin-- 
ccfs  d'AfchkofF,  who,  on  feeing  them  proftrate  before 
the  Emprefs,  fakl  to  her: — "  Madam,  pardon  ^y  fa- 
"  mily.  You  know  I  have  facrifieed  them  to  you." 
Catharine  raifed  them  up,  and  gave  them  her  hand  to 
kifs.  Marcfchal  Munich  likewife  made  his  appear- 
ance ;  and  the  moment  fhe  perceived  him  flie  faid 
aloud: — "  Was  it  you  then,  Field-marefchal,  Vha 
"  propofed  to^  fight  mei"  ^  Yes^  Ma^iam,"  replied 
Munich,  vi^ith  affbrance.  "  Could  I  do  lefs  for 
'^  the  Prince  who  releafed  me  from  captivity  ?  But 
'*  my  duty  henceforth  binds  me  tafight  for  you,  and 
**  you  will  find  in  me  a  fidelity  fimilar  to  that  which  I 
^'  had  fworn  to  him/' 

-  In  the  afternoon  Catharine  returned  to  Peterf- 
.burgh.  Her  entry  was  triumphant.  She  rode  on 
horfeback,  preceded  ox  followed  by  the  principal  con- 
fpirators.  The  whole  army  had  crowned  themfelves 
with  foliage;  the  cries  of  joy  and  the  acelamations  of 
the  people  were  confoondcd  withthofe  of  the  foldiery. 
The  croud  ^prefied  into  the  way  through  whieh  the 
Emprefs  was  to  pafs,  and  kifTed  her  hands. '  The  pa- 
pas had  aflenibled  in  great  aumbers  at  the  entrance 

of 


205  "history  op  CATHARINE  11.  [1762: 

of  the  palace,  and  the  inftant  (he  perceived  thcrri 
flie  difmounted,  and'  kifftd  the  chief  of  therfi  ori  the 
cheek,  which,  in  Ruflia,  is  a  mark  of  very  high  con^ 
fidcration;  During  the  firft  da;^s  Which  fucceeded 
her  return  to  the  capital,  this  Princefs  cddtinoed  td* 
exhibit  hcrfelf  to  the  multitude  with  fcxtreme  Com- 
plaifance.  She  wfell  knew  how  eafy  it-is  to  gain  the 
afFe<?tions  of  the  populace;  Ihe  tcfok  her  place  in  the 
fenate,  and  affiled  in  the  decifion  of  feveral  caiifes; 
She  afterwards  held'  her  court  with*a  dignity  and  cafe 
-which  effaced  the  very  rfccolledlion  of  the  fuddcil  re- 
solution which  had  fa  i-ecently  placed  her  on  the 
throne.  The  foreign  tninifters  appeared  with  theit^ 
compliments  of  congratulation,  and  fl>e  received  thenl 
with  a  flattering  addrefs  adapted  to  each.  Her  firft 
Goticern  was  to  remove  Prince  Ivan  frorti  the  houfc 
where  he  was  concealed,  and  to  remand  him  back  td 
Schluflelburgb.  She  then  proceeded  to  beftovt  mag- 
pificent' remuneration  on  the  chiefs  of  the  confpiracy. 
Panin  was  appointed  prime  minifter ;  the  Orloffs 
were  raifed  to  the  title  of  count ;  and  the  favourite, 
Gregory  Orloff,  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant-general of  the  Ruflian  armies,  and  created 
knight  of  .the  order  of  St.  Alexander  Newlky,  the  fe- 
cond  of  the  empire.  Many  officers  of  the  guards 
were  promoted.  Twenty-four  of  them  obtained  cori- 
fiderable  grants  of  land,  with  fome  thoufands  of  pe^- 
fants.  The  ftate  of  the  finances  admitted  not  of  giv- 
ing any  largefles  to  the  foldiers,  except  in  brandy  and 
beer:  diftribution  of  thefcAvas  made,  and  Catharine 
treated  them  with  much  affability.  She  fometimes 
even  went  fo  far  as  to  lay  herfelf  under  unpleafant  re- 
fifaints,  rather  than  give  them  any  ground  of  dif^ 
guft. 

Three  days  after  the  revolutibn,  a  drunken  foldier 
dreamed  that  the  Emprefs  had  beeq  carried  off.  He 
gets  up,  runs  over  the  barracks,  and  fpreads  the 
alarm,  crying  aloud  that  the  Holfteinefcand  Pruf- 
iiaus  had  feized  the  Emprefe.  The  regiment  in- 
ftant ly 
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ftantl y  flies  to  arms,  ruflies  to  the  palace;  and  cJa- 
moroufly  demands  they  might  fee  Catharitie.  The* 
factman  RazoumofFsky,  informed  of  thfs  twitiult,  ap* 
pears  at  a  window,  afliires  them  the  Erppi'efs  is  not* 
carried  off,  and  that  after  the  drfquict  and  fatigues:^ 
Yhe  had  undergone  for,  feveral  days,  had  retirM  M, 
rcfl  rn  pe*{'e(ft  leciuity.  But  the  foldjers  refufed  to 
believe  himyand  the  clamour  increafed.  The.hejtmaa 
tlion  -enters  Cathm'ii>e's  aparment,  awakens  her,  fay-, 
kig  he  did  .not  wifli  to  excite  in  her  any  apprehenfion, 
*^  You  know,"  faid  flie  haughjtily,  ''  that  nothing  caa 
"  intimidate  rac  ;  but  what  is  the  matter?"  "  The 
^^  foldicrs  imagine  you  are  not  here,  TI*ey  iai-fift  oft 
*'  feeing  you,"  replies  Razoumoffsky,  ".Very  weJJ ! 
*^  they  rnuft  be  fatisfied,"  returns  fhc;  anU  immedi- 
atdy  rife?,  drcfle?  herfelf,  calls  for  her  carnage,  and 
orders  them  to  drive  to  the  church  of  Kalan.  As  (he 
pafJcd  along  the*  foldiers*  furrounded  the  carriage, 
piking  one  aiiotha- — ^'  Is  that  neally  the  Emprels  ?'  Is 
'*  that  indeed  our  mother  ?"  When  arrived  at  the 
church,  Catharine  flhews  herfelf  to  them,  harangues 
them,  thanks  them  for  their  kind  concern  about  her, 
a])d  fends  them  all  away  perfe6Hy  contented. 

She^  valued  herfelf  on  €hc  clemency  which  Ihe  ex- 
tended to  the  officers,  and  fripnds  of  the  Emperor :  and 
if  fome  had  the  niortification  of  being  banifhcd  the 
court,  no  one  wiis  depriml  of  either  property  or  life. 
The  aid-^e-camp  general,  GoudqwitE,  Wolkoff  and 
Melgounoff,  were  the  only  perfons  committed  to  pri- 
fon.  The  Countcfs  de  Woronzoff,  who  had  been  at  • 
firft  treated  with  indignity  by  the  foldicrs,  was  feat 
back  to  the  houfe  of  the  fenator,  her  tather,  and  the 
Emprefs  forbade  any  farther  infult  to  be  offered  to 
her. 

All  the  courtiers  were  then  earneft  in  their  attend- 
ance about  the  fovereign.  They  were  anxious  in  their- 
conjeiiiures  on  whom  her  favour  was  to  fall ;  each 
pne  flattered  himfelf  ^vith  the  hope  of  obtaining  the 
greateft  ibare,  and  no  one  entertained  the  flighteft 
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fufpicion  that  the  heart  oftl^is  Princefs  had  lonp  be- 
fore given  a  decided  preference  to  an  obfcurc  officer; 
The  firft  mjirks  of  diftindlion  conferred  on  Gregory 
OrlofF  appeared  as  no  more  than  the  reward  of  Jii^ 
fervices,  and  not  a  tribute  of  love.  Princefs  d'Afch- 
kofF  was  the  firft  to  difcover  the  fccret.  Jealouly  is 
ftill  more  quick-fightcd  than  ambition  ;  it  is  afllrredly 
lefs  difcreet ;  and  Madame  d'AfcbkbfF,  not  fatisfied 
with  upbraiding  Catharine  for.  a  choice  which  de- 
graded her,  diflcminated  the  report  of  it  among  her 
friends,  and  became  the  inftrument  of  effecting  her 
own  difgrace.  Everjr  eye  was  now  operied.  The 
leaders  of  the  confpiracy  perceived  with  indignation 
that  they  had  been  labouring  for  the  advancement  of 
a  man  whom  t^hey  had  always  confidered  as  the  merd 
tool  of  their  proje(3$,  and  faw^  to  their  mortification^ 
that  in  tbe^arts  of  intrigue  this  man  was  greatly  their 
fuperior. 

The  moft  zealous  partifans  of  Catharine  wcire  iiot 
however  free,  from  folicitude.  Some  regiments  mur- 
mured, and  were  already  repenting  their  treaibn  to 
their  lawful  fovereign.  The  populace,  with  whom 
the  tranfition  is  fo  eafy  from  rage  to  pity,  t^ompaf- 
fionated  that  unfortunate  Prince/  They  forgot  his 
blunders,,  his  oddities,  his  weakncfles,  and  recoll^ed 
only  his  good  qualities  and  his  hard  fate.  Thofe  of 
the  fcamen  who  had  at  firft  joined  the  authors  of  the 
revolution,  feemcd  to  awake  out  of  a  fit  of  profound 
intoxication,  and  contet^plated  with  horror  the  breach 
of  duty  into  which  they  had  -been  betrayed^  They 
and  their  comrades^  were  heard  loudly  reproaching 
the  guards  with  having  fold  their  mafter  for  beer  and 
brandy.  The  guards  themfelves  fhuddered  at^the 
thought  of  their  daring  enterprize  :  fome  of  them  ac- 
ci>fcd  othei*s  of  having  bafely  feduced  them  into  the 
commiiiion  of  at\  abominable  crime.  From  reproach* 
ful  Words  they  proceeded  to  blows,  and  thefe  quar- 
rels frequently  had  bloody  confcqucnccs.  In  (hort^ 
there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  a  new  infurre(^ionw 
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While  thcfe  alarms  agitated Pet^^rfturgb,  the  new& 
from  Mofcovv  Hid  not  tend  greatly  to  alJay  thera* 
The  governor  of  this  l^ft  cityj  informed  of  tjie  revp* 
lution  by  Catharine's  emiiff^ries,  ordered  the  five  re- 
giments which  compofed  the  garrifon  to  appear  un- 
der arms,  andbavia^  dra\Vp  them  up  in  the  grand 
fquare  of  the  Krenilin,  the  anpient  palace  of  the 
Czars,  fummoned  the  pepple  to  attend,  who  reforteql 
thither  in  great  multitudes.  This  officer  then  read 
aloud  the  oukafe  by  which  the  Eraprefs  announce^ 
her  own  acceffion,  and  the  depofition  d(  her  huf- 
band  ;  and,  when  he  bad  done  reading,  cried  out — ^ 
^^  Long  live  the  Emprefs  Catharine  the  Second  !'* 
But  the  people  and  the  foldiers  remained  lilent.  H^ 
raifed  the  fame  (;ry  a  fecond  time  ;  the  fame  filehce 
reigned.  The  voice  of  murmuring  only  was, heard* 
The  tvQops  complained  that  the  regiments  of  guards 
h^d  infpleptly  dared  to  difpofe  pf  the  throqc.     Tl^e 

gqvernor,  terrified  for  the  confequencc$,  then  Rrcfli^4 
tl\e  other  officers  to  join  him.  They  cried  oyt,  to- 
gether— "  Lung  live  the  Emprefs  !"  After  which  tbp 
people  were  fent  home,  and  tfip  foldiers  remanded  to 
their  barraclcs.  .        . 

This  was  more  than  enough  vmdoubtedly,  to  in- 
duce the  confpitatofs  to  rid  themfelves  of  an  objedl 
of  difquiet.  Whoever  has  already  advanced  one  ft^p 
in  a  criminaj  courfe,  is  not  over-fcr^jpulous  about  th^ 
fecond:  the  death  pf  the  ill-fated  Emperor  was  re- 
folved  on.  .  When  be  was  conveyed  from  Peter{hofF> 
this  Prince,  reftored  to  confidence  by  the  promifes  of 
Panin,  little  apprehended  the  fate  which  awaited  him. 
Believing  that  bis  confinement  was  to  be  fhort,  pre* 
vious  to  his  being  fent  back  to  Germany,  he  prefer- 
red a  requeft  to,.  Catharine  to  have  the  negro  who 
fometimes  amufed  him,  a  dog  of  which  he  was  very 
fond,  his  Violin,  a  biblp  and  fome  romances,  and  d^- 
fired  {he  might  be  told  that,  difgiifted  with  the  wickr  . 
'  ednefs  of  men,  \)c  was  determined  henceforth  to  liy^ 
th^  life  of  a  philpfophen     Not  one  article  was  gf  ant* 
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ed  him,  and  his  plans  of  wifdom .  were  laughed  to 
fcorn.  They  did  not  even  carry  him  to  the  imperial 
caftle  of  Robfcha,  as  had  been  i:nnounced  to  him; 
h6  was  fecretly  conduced  to  Mopfa,  a  fmall  country 
houfc  belonging  to  the  hetman  Razoumoffskj.  He 
ihad  been  fix  days  in  this  place^^thout  its  being  fuf- 
pe^led  by  any  one  except  the  nngleaders  of  the  con- 
fpiracy,  and  the  Ibldiefs  who.  guarded  him,  when 
Alexis  OrlofF  and  TcplofF  appeared,  and  told  him 
they  came  to  intimate  his  approaching  deliver- 
ance, and  to  alk  a  dinner  of  him.  There  were  im- 
mediately introduced,  conformably  to  the  cuftom  of 
the  North,  glades  and  brandy.  While  TeplofFwas  en- 
deavouring to  amufc  the  Czar,  OrlofF  fills  the  glafles, 
and  mingles  that  which  was  to  carry  death  into  the 
boivels  of  the  Princc>  v^ith  an  infufion  which  one 
of  the  court  phyficians  had  the  villainy  tp  compound 
on  purpofe.  The  Czar,  fufpedling  nb  barm,  took 
the  poifon  and  fwallowed  it.  He  was  prefently 
ieized^vith  agonizing  pains,  and  pn  Orlofi^'s  prefentr 
ing  hini^a  fccond  glafs^  he  rejected  it,  and  upbrakled 
him  with  the  horrid  crime  he  had  committed.  He 
fcreamed'  aloud  for  milk  ;  but  the  two  monfters  again 
pl'cfci] led  poifon  to 'him,'  and  preficd  him  to  take  it. 
A  French  vuht-cIe'chLvnlire^  who  was  powerfully  at- 
tached to  his  Tnafter,ran  in.  The' Czar  flung  him^ 
Tclf  into  his  arms;  faying — '^  It  was  "ndt  bnough  then 
""^o  prevent  my  rdgning  over  Sweden,  and  to  tear 
/'  from  my  head  the  crown  of  RuflSa!  they  muft  hiivc 
^*  my  life  befides!**  The  ^-caht'de-chanibre  hadvthe 
-boldncfs  lo  intercede  for  bis  unhappy  niafter;  but 
the  two  abandoned  villains  forped  this  dangerous 
•v^'itncfs  out  of  the  apartment,'  and  continued  to  abufe 
the  Czar.  '  In  the  tnidfl  of'thistrtrhlilt  erhici-cd  ihp 
vounU'cft  of  the  Pniices  Baratinlky*  who  comnianded 
the  guard.  OrlolF,  who  had  already  thiown  down 
the  Czar,  prefledbpbn  bis  chclt  with  hivS  own  kirces, 
iiolding  him.  faft  at 'the  fame  time  by  tfi-e  fhroat  with 
all  hi;5  force,  whfle  the  other  hand  grafpicd  his  fcoH-. 
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Baratinfty  and  TepIoflT  then  pafled  a  tabje-naf^in 
with  a  Hiding  knot  round  his  neck.     Pejer,  in  de- 
fending himfelf,  imprinted  a  featehon  tbe.fece  of 
B^ratinlky,  the. mark  of! which  that  traitor  bore  many 
days  afterward,  but- the  ftrength  of  the  linfortunatc 
Czar  was.  foon  exhauftedyand.  the  murciereKAfiCom- 
pli(hed  the  work;  of  death  by  ftrangling  him.         ;     / 
Alexis  Orloff ;  immediately  ruppunted    on  horfe- 
back,  and  galloped; off.  at. full  fpeed,  to  inform  Ca- 
tharine that  Peter  had  breathed  hislaft.     He  arrived 
at  the  moment  when  (he  was  going  to  hold  her  court. 
Shd  appeared. with  a' com pofed  air;  afterward  (he 
clofetted  herfelf  with  Orloff,  Panin>  Razoumoffsky^i 
GlebofF,  and  fome  others  of  her  fell  confidants^;  and 
after  having  deliberated  in  this  ill-omened  council,  to 
determine  whether  it  would  be  proper  immediately 
to  inform  the  fenate  and  people  of  the  Emperor's  de- 
ceafe,  it  was  agreed  to  wait  one  day  more:     Catha- 
rine dined  in  public  as  ufual,  and  met  her  court  in 
the  evening  with  all  imaginable. gaiety.  '  > 

The  day  after|>  Catharine  ftill  afFedling  ignorance 
of  the  news  ot  this  death,  contrived  to  have  it  an- 
nounced to  her;  while  flie  was  at  table.  She  in- 
ftantly  retired  with  tears  ilrcamjng  from  ..her  eyes, 
after  having  difmiflcil  her  attendants  and  th^  foreign 
minifters..  She  Hew  and  Ihut  herfclf  up  in  her  apart- 
ment, andj  for  feveral  days,  exhibited  all  the  marks 
of  a  pi-ofo6nd  forroyv.  During  this  interval  was  pub- 
Jiftied,  in  name  of  the  Emprefs,  the  following  declara- 
tion, a  flrange  compound  of  unrelenting  cruelty  and 
the  moft  abominable  hypocrify.  • 

"^^  The  fcventh  day  after  our  ncceffion  to  the  Im- 
perial throne,  we  received  intelligence  that  the  late 
'•..Emperor  wiij^ attacked  by  a  violent  choliCj^  occa- 
*'  lioncd  bv  a  flux  of  blood,  to  frequent  fits  of  which 
'^he  had  fojTncrly  been  fubject.  Accordingly,  that 
*'  wc  might  not  be  wanting  iu  the  duty  which  the 
**  iChiiftiari  religion  imjjoics,  and  in  the  obfervaucc 
^  of  the  fjfecrcd  law.  whiH.  enjoins  the  pr^^fcvvation^of 
/  *.  02  •        '  «'  the 
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^  the  lifeof  bUr  neigKbouf,  \vc  iffued:  immediate  or* 
*^  de#fe-  td  fcml  him  every  t^ing  that  could  contribute 
i' to  prevent  the  copfequehoes  of  an  indifpofition  fa 
<^  alaririfng,  and  to  relieve  him  by  remedica^  prompt 
**  aWd  efficacious.  We  were,  notwithilanding,  in- 
formed yefterday,  to  our  great  forrow  ani  regret, 
that  it  bad  pleafed  the  Moft  High  to  ternlinate  his 
^^  career,'  For  this-  reafon  we  have^veu  orders  to 
"  dfepofit  his  body  in  the  monaftery  of  Newlky,  there 
"  to  he  interred, 

"  We,  at  the  fame'  time,  exhort,  as  a  fovfereign 
**and*a  niother,  all  our  faithful  fubje6lsto  take  their 
laft  fhtewel  of  the  deceaftcl,  forgetting  the  paft,  and 
to  pray  to  God  fot*  his  foul,  as  well  as  to  confidgr 
*•  this  unexpe6led  intcrpofitidn  of  the  Almighty  as 
one  t{fc^  of  the  impenetrable  views  Which  his  pro-^ 
vidence  has  referred  to  itfelf  over  us,  over  our  im-* 
penal  throne,.- and  over  every  part  of  oar  beloved 
"  country."  '■ 

The  body  of  the  ill-ftarred  Peter  IIL  was  adlually. 
carried  to  Peterib(irgh;,=  and  expofed  for  three  days 
at  the  church  of  St^,  Aleicar^der  Nevvlky.  Care  had 
b'fccn^takcn  todrcfs  him  in  his  Pruffian  uniform,  and 
perfons  of  evet'y  rank  and  of  all  conditions  were  left 
at  liberty  to  render  "him  the  laft  homage  of  afFcdlion, 
which,  in  Rufliio,  coi^fifts  in  kifling  the/nK>uth  of  the 
deceafcd  perfbn..  His  vifage  had  become  extremely 
black.  It  was  eafy  to  fee,  through  the  epidermis,,  ex-» 
travafatcd  blood  oozing,-  which  penetrated  even  the 
gloves  with  which  his  hands  were  covered;  and  the. 
poilon  adminiftercd  to  him  muft  have  been  extremely 
violent,  for  all  thofewhoihad  the  melancholy  refold- 
tion  to  apply  their  mouth  to  his  retjred  with  fvvollen 
lips.  Catharine's  council  was  abuiPidantly  fenfible 
'that  fiich  fearful  indications  might  lead  to  a  difcovery 
of  the  means  to  which  they  had  refprted,  in  order  to 
ftiorten  the  Char's  life:  but  confidered  themfelves 
Icfs  interefted  in  faving' appearances  of  the  crime 
than  in  prevt^nting  the  co^nmotions  which  muft  infaF- 
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Ubly  hav6  been  excited,  hay* the. pcKjpl^  thought  th:^ 
this  Prince  was  ftill  living. 

The  day  of  the  interment  .was  a  day  of  troul^Ie  and 
defolatipn  to  Peterlburgh.  The  people  joined  the 
^proceflion,  loading  with  execrations  the  .foldicrs  of 
the  guard,  and  reproached  them  with  having  bafely 
ifpiiled  the  ^laft  drop  of  the  blopd  of  peter  !•  The 
Holfteinefe  foidierSj  who  had  till  then  remained  at 
..Oranienbaum,  at  liberty,  but  diiarmed,  attended  this 
mournful  funeral,  and  accompanied,  in  tears,'  their 
mafter's  corpfe.  The  Ruffians  no  Ipnger  beheld  in 
them  preferred  rivals,  but  faithful  (^rvaqts,  in  whofe 
grief  they  Sympathised.  Next  day  Catharine  order- 
ed thefe  wretched  Holfteiners  to  be  (hipped  off  for 
the/r  own  country.  A  confid^rable  number  of  theip 
-were  put  on  board  a  vcflel  which  funk  as  (he  was 
going  out  of  the  harbour  of  Cronfladt.  They  faved 
^themfelves  on  the  rocks,  level  with  the  water,  and  tl\c 
.barbarous  Admiral  Talizin  fuffcred  them  to  peri(h 
there,  under  pretence  of  being  obliged,  befor^  he 
gave  them  any  affiftance,  to  fend  to  Pet^rfburgh  for 
permiffion.  ' 

Prince  George,  to  wliom  Peter  had  gi\^n  the  title 
of  Dii»ke  of  Courland,  in  room  of  Prince  Charles  fJ( 
\Saxony,  who  had  given  him  caufe  of  difcontent,  was 
cortipelied  to  renounce  that  tjtle :  but  Catharine,  as 
an  indemnification,  confided  to  him  the  adminiflra* 
tion  of  Holftein,  wbitiier  (hcirfiaftcnfid  to  difpatch 
him,  with  the  reft  of  his  fiimily,  and  where  he  al- 
ways fea'ved  her  with  a  zeal  which,  perh^ip^s,,  (he  had 
little  reafon  to  exp^d:  from  him. 

The  chancellor  BeftnfchefFj  who  bad  been  the  mofl: 
ancient,  the  moft  ardent  enemy  of  the  Czar;  and  the 
confidant  of  Catharine,  was  recalled  from  exile.  She 
fcnt  Prince  Wdkonlky  and  Lieutenant  Kalifchkin  tq 
efcoft  him  to  Peterlburgh.  She  rellored  him  hisranlji: 
of  .field-marefchal  and  his  place,  at  the  council- 
board,  and  gratified  him  with  a  pcnfion  of  20,000 
roubles,  but  difp^nled  with  his  fervices,  in  confidera- 
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-tion  Df  his  great  age.  B^ftufchefF  aflffeiSled  to  have 
turned  devotee,  but  continued,  neverthelefs,  to  give 
'himfelf  up  to  the  purfuits  of  ambition  and  to  in- 
trigue. '    .     '  , 

*  Biren,  v?ho,  more  irritated  againft  Peter  for  not  hav- 
ing re-inftated  him  in  his  dutchy  than  grateful  for  the 
liberty  to  which  he  had  juft  reftored  him,  bad  joined 
the,  triumphant  party,  and  fometimes  aided  it  with 
the  illumination  of  his  experience:  Biren  found  his 
\yay  back  to  Cour!and,  met  with  little  difficulty  ^  in 
recovering  his  rights,  ^nd  there  promoted,  with, all 
his  might  J  the  views  which  Catharine  already  enter- 
tained refpe6ling  Poland.  In  order^to  convey  a  com- 
plete idea  of  the  charatfler  of  this  many  who,  after 
having  abandoned  himfelf  to  the  commiffion  of  the 
moft  hpriible  cruelties,  carried  indulgence  to  the  ex- 
trcmfe  of  weaknefs,  and  who  united  contemptible 
meannefs  to  ridiculous  vanity,  it  may  be  fufficient  to 
*relate  in  what  manner  he  took  Icavo  of  Catharine. 
He  fell  on  his  knees  before  her,  in  prefencc  of  the 
whole  coiirt,  and  addreflcd  her  in  the  following 
words : 

"  Moft  illuurious  and  moftpuiflant  Empre(s!  moft 
gfacio^isf  fovereigo  and  great  lady ! — Is  it  poflible 
to  imagine  a  magnanimi-ty  and  a  beneficence  fimilar 
^^to  thofe  which  your  Imperial  Majefty  'has  gra- 
cioufly  difplayed  iri  favour  of  me,  and  of  all  myr 
houfe  ?  A  prince  without  liberty,  without  lands, 
without  refources, ,  without  fupport,  finds  himfelf, 
all  at  once,  poflefled  of  every  one  of  thefc  blef- 
fings,  whereof  adyerfe  fate  had  ftripped  him  during 
a  long'feries  of  years.  -  I  owe  thenii,  all  thefe  ad- 
vantages, to  that  love  qf  ju (lice  which  is  feated 
on  the  throne  by  the  fidO  of  your  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty, and  has  juft  broken  afunder  the  fnare  which 
iniquity  and  violence  had  fo  artfully  woven. 
"  What  cah'I  do  to  cxprefj^,  in  a  becoming  man- 
ner, my  acknowledgments  of  that  grace  and  of 
•'  thofe  bounties^     My  exertions.  United  to  thofe  of 
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^^  my  whole  bou;fe,  are  unequal  'to  the  t^ik^ypnd,! 
'Vfliould,  remain  »incon(bIable,  were  I  not  perfuaded 
/f  that  your, benevolence  holds  as  acquitted  thofe  w^ho 
"  have  nothing  to  offer  but  gratitude  and  fpbnuffiqn. 
/*  Thefe  are  the  tvvp  fentiment^  which.  I  fliall  carry 
"  with  me  to  the  grave,  and.w.hijch  I  piairiuceil^ntly 
'^^  inculcate  on  all  who  belong.  ,tp  me.     I  proftratc 
myfeir,  then,  mofl:  humbly,  at  the  feet  of  yoiu*- Im- 
perial Majefty,  with  a  promife  of,  unbounded,  gr^i- 
/^  titude^nd  fubmiffion,  and  I  prefume  to.  fuppHcate, 
."  in  behalf  of  me  and  mine^.  the  continuance  of  your 
/^powerful  protei6lion."  .   * 

Munich  himfdf  obtained  the.  gpvernnifent  of  l^f- 
thonia  and  of  Livonia  ;  but  Qitharine,  who  had  lif- 
tened  at  firft  with  intcreft  to  wliat  he  faid,  then 
perhaps  orrly  meant  to  rid  hcrfelf  of  ar^,  old  man 
whofe  ambition  feemed  to  increafe  with  age,  and  who 
teized  her  continually  with  his  projects  and  advices. 

The  news  of  the  revolution  foon  fpread  far  and 
wide.  No  one  of  the  fovercigns  of  Europe  was  ig- 
norant of  the  means  which  Catharine  had  employed 
to  place  herfelf  on  the  throne,  but  no  one  hcfitated 
to  acknowledge  her.  Some  even  rejoiced  at  *thc 
event:  their  joy  was  not  of  long  duration. 

In  the  firfi:  oukafc  publidied  by  Catharine,  on 
taking  poflcifion  of  the  throne,  fhc  had  called  the 
JCing  of  Pruflia  the  hereditary  and  irreconciUble 
enepy  6f  Ruflia,  bceaufe  fhe  wiOied  to  makp  thp 
hatred  of  the  Ruflians  to. ^thc  Pruflian§  rebound  on 
the  head  of  her  unfortunate  confort.  Fearing,  be- 
iides,  that  Frederick  might  prevail  with  the  20,000 
Ruffian  auxiliaries  who  were  in  his  army,  to  declare 
in  favour  of  the  C/ar,  and  whom'  (he  recalled,  (he 
had  at  once  given  orders  to  her  commifliirics  to  feize 
xmew  the  rcvenuej?  of  Hoynl  Pruflia,  and  tp  her  gcr 
nerals  to  hold  themfelves  in  rciidinefs  to  fight.  M4T 
ria-Thercfa  from  this  believed  that  the  Rgffiaps,  on 
^vithcJraw^ng  from  the  Pruffian  flaudards,  would  affift 
Jicr  jn  onop  more  dictating  la\ys  to  Fi'c^ciick..    Ma- 
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■rli-Thereia  W&s  deceived.  She  ^n  beheia,  4f ith 
dfjiifM  ineli^htiotT  and  aftoniflirr.ctit;  Ffttlerfck  dffer- 
rng  Ho  dppofitioh  to  the  departure  of  the  Rtrf$an 
•  huxiHaince,  and  Catharine  not  only  giving  ord(6r$  to 
"her  troops  to  e\^cuate  Pruffia,  but  confimnin^  i:he 
pe^cexoncluded  by  the  Czar. 

JLobiB  JiV.  likcUife  flattered  himfeJf  that  the  ca- 
fe fevilbed  on'  his  ambaffadoi'.  by  Catharine,  while 
fhe  was  only  Grand-dutchefs,  amounted  to  a  decla- 
Ttition  of  attachment  to 'France.  But  from  the  mo- 
iri\!int  Hie  mounted  the  throne,  with  all  her  partiality 
to  French  literature  and  arts,  fhe  was  unable  longer 
to"  conceal  her  contempt  of,  and  averfion-  to,  tbc 
couft  of  Verfaillcs.  Her  wretched  hulband  feemed, 
in  this  refpeft,  to  have  ferved  her  as  a  model. 

Tpt  monarch  who  formed  the  foundeft  judgment 
of  bfcr  charadler,  w\as  th^  King  of  PruHia.  That 
Prince,  long'  forefceing  the  bold  manoeuvre  which 
fcatcd  her  on  the  throne,  had  inceHantly  recom- 
mended to  his  miniftcr  Goltz,  that,  fincc  Peter  was 
'refolved  to  ruin  himfcif,  his  whole  court  fhculd 
be  fiaid  to  Catharine.  Goltz  accordingly,  the  flat- 
terer of  the  Czar,  and  the  aflidubus  companion  of 
his  plcafures,  was,  ^t  the  moment  of  hisdifafler,  one 
of  the  firft  to  abandon  him,  and  received  from  Ga-  . 
tharine  the  moft  gracious  marks  of  attention. 

Catharine  likewife  gave  a  cordial  reccptiqn  to  the 
envoy  from  Copenhagen,  and  fent  afl'urances  to  the 
King  of  Denmark,  that  be  might  make  himfcif  ta/y 
refpecting  Holftein,  and  tliat  it  was  her  intention  to 
maintain  a  good  underftanding  with  hinl. 

M.  Keith,  the  Britifh  ambaflador,  had  not  all  the 
influence  over  this  Princefs  which  his  predeceflbr 
Williams  enjoyed ;  but  flie  treated  him  as  the  mi- 
nifter  of  a  friendly  court,  and  haflened  to  renew  the 
treaties  which  have  long  fecurcd  to  the  Engliih  al- 
moft  the  whole  commerce  of  Ruflia. 

In  preferving  peace  with  the  fovereigns  of  Europe, 
Cgtharine  negledcd  nothing  to  maintain  it  in  the 

interior 


iTftWfidr  of  tte  *eQipite.  Sh^^  ^h^^  more  to  fear  from 
lierowfi  fabjtedtis  thin  fv6tn  foreign  potentates  ;  fhe 
xiccofdingly  employed  witli  them,  by  turns^  addrefe 
and  feverity.  Tfre  court  fpeedily  affiimed  a  new  ap- 
^arance.  Every  thing  there  already  ftooped  undfer 
4he  (ecret  will  of  Gregory  OrlofF,  whofe  credit  and 
infoletice  daily  increafing,  humbled,  provoked  the 
grandees,  andifcrfptred  them  M^ith  &n  ardent  defirc  to 
behold  his  downfal.  Several  of  them  fiad,  the  courage 
to  retnonftrate  on  the  fubjedl :  their  difgrace  waS 
immediately  determined.  But  Catharine  thought 
iierfeff  ftill  obliged  to  diflemblc,  and  int<^nded,  be- 
fore avenging  her  favourite,  to  affix  the  laft  feal  to 
iis  power; 

Recent  accounts  from  Mofcow  were  more  favour- 
rible  than  the  firft.  Brandy  and  money  diftributed 
by  the  governor  had  altered  the  fpirit  of  the  garri* 
ion.  Soldiers  could  not  refufe  to  acknowledge  the 
ibverergn  who  was  giving  them  daily  proofs  of  her " 
liberalijty.  Aflured  of  this  fuccefs,  Catharine  haf- 
tened  her  depa?:ture  to  the  ancient  capital  of  Muf- 
covy,  there  to  have  the  cercjnony  of  coronation  per- 
formed. But  before  (he  quitted  Peteriburgh,  the 
regiments  of  guards,  who  had  placed  bcr  on  the 
throne,  were  allemblcd,  and  loaded  with  new  carefles^ 
She  left  them  under  the  command  of  the  hetman 
RazoumofFsky,  and  of  Prince  Wolkonsky,  conferred 
the  government  of  the  city  on  the  Count  de  Bruce, 
of  vvbofe  fidelity  (he  had  full  aflurance,  and  (Charged 
Alexis  OrlofF  to  exercife  a  general  fuperintendanqe 
with  bis  ufual  adlivity. 

On  this  journey  the  Emprei^  had  commanded  the 
attendance' of  Gregory  OrlofF,  of  the  old  chancellor 
BeltufchefF,  of  the  Baron  Strogandff,  in  a  word,  of 
almoft  all  the  grandees  who  were  the  mofl  firmly  de- 
voted to  her,  as  well  asof  thofc  from  whofe  abfence 
fhe  had  any  thing  to  fear.  She  was  careful  above 
all  things  to  take  with  her  the  young  Grand-duke 
Paul  Petrawitz,  and  the  principal  ladies  of  her  court, 

.    ^  This 
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,  This  -numerous  retinue. entered*  Mofcow  in  great 
.ponip.  But>  notwithftaoding  the  money- ^«^tte^e,d 
^bout  beforehand,  it  was  received  'cbldlv,  and  withy 
out  any  Reclamation.  Catharine  could  perceive  from 
this  folitude  and  filence,  that  her  prefence  was  by  ao 
means  acceptable  to  the  .people,  3he  repaired  to  the 
chapel  of  the  Czars,  where  fne  lavilhed  her  adulation 
on  the  Arch bi(bop  and  fqpcrior  clergy,  and  was 
crowned  .in  prefence  of  the  foldiery  and  of  >ber  cbur- 
tiers» .  The  croud,  which  fliunncd  the  approach  ojf 
ihe  Emprcfs,,  always  threw  themfelvcs  in  the  Grand- 
duke's  way,  and  mingled  with  the  emotions  of  in- 
tcreft  which  that  child  infpired,  fcntim<ints  of  regret 
for  the  bard  fate  of  his  father.  The  prefcpce  pf  Ca- 
tharine, however,  in  the  ancient  capital  of  the  em- 
pire, and  the  coronation  of  that  Princefs  were  figna- 
lized  by  largefles,  promotions,  and  oukafes,  which 

.  demonuratcd  the  earncfl  defire  fhe  had  tp  conciliate 
the  afFedions  of  the  nation.  As  a  piece  of  flattery 
to  the  army,  whofe  talent^  and  valour  Peter  had  ap- 
peared too  highly  to  upderTn'^te,  (he  caufed  a  pro- 
clamation to  be  publiflied,  containing  a  panegyric  on 
the  troops  which  had  fought  ^igainft  Pruilia,  and  gave 
a  gratification  of  a  hajf  years  pay  to  all  tjie  fubaltern 
officers  and  foldiers  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  batr 
ties  of  Paltzig,  of  Francfort  and  of  JCunerfdorfF.  She 
appointed  Gregory  OrlofF  lieutenant-polpnel  of  the 
regiment  of  horfe-guai'ds.  Alpxis  Qrloft  w;js  prpmor 
ted  to  the  fame  rank  in  the  regiment  of  Prepbraginfkyr 
guards,  Fedor  OrlofF  in  that  of  the  Simeonfpftskyr 
-guards,  and  Volodimir  in  that  of  the  guarfls  Ifma'i- 
JofFsky.  At  lafl,  the  Emprcf$,  thoroughly  difiatisficd 
\vith  ^  Mofcow,  carefully  concealed  her  difplcafurc, 
^nd  haflcned  to  refnme  the  road  to  Pctcrfburgh. 

-^     It  ^vas  then  fhc  threw  off  all  manner  of  confiraint. 
The  monks,  who   had   long  favoured    her  projeds, 
^nd  to  whom  fhe  had  made  frequent  promifes  of  re-  ' 
floring  the  property  of  which  her  hufband  had  flrip- 
jpod  thpm,  in  vain  called  to  her  rccplledipn  their 
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own  fervlces  and  'her  aflitrances.  '  She  wag,  fcnfihl^ 
that  it  would  be  highly  imprudent  to  permit  thern 
to  recover  an  afcendant  which  might  become  as  dan*?, 
gerous  to  her  as  it  had  provqd  ufeful,  and,  infica4 
of  revdkipg  the  edict  ot"  Peter  III.  fhe  committed 
the  examination  of  it  to  a  fynod  compofed  of  men 
blindly  devoted  to  her  will.  The  higher  clergy  were 
bought  off;  the  reft  were  facrificed  ;  and,  boiling 
with  rage,  fwore  to  avenge  tbemlclves  of  a  Princefs, 
in  whofe  behalf  they  had  formed  fo  many  cabals.  ^ 
The  fury  of  the  priefts  could  not  fail  to  produce 
fome  cfFciil.  They  blew  up  the  flame  of  fedition 
among  the  people ;  they  communicated  it  to  fome 
of  the  foldiery  ;  they  called  to  remembrance  the 
name  of  Prince  Ivan  ;"  they  difcovered  that  on  the 
very  day  of  the  revolution  he  had  been  at  Pctcrf- 
burgh,  whither  Peter  had  him  myficrioufly  conducS- 
fid,.  with  a  defign  to  declare  him  his  fucceflbr,  and 
whence  Catharine  had  him  fince  conveyed,  in  a  man-s, 
ner  no  lefs  myfterious ;  and  they  declared  without 
refcrve,  that  to  this  unfortupate  Prince  the  throne  of 
right  pertained.  They  did  more.  They  drew  from 
/[concealment,  and  publiflied  a  manifefto,  all  the  co- 
pies  of  which  the  vigilance  of  Catharine's  friend* 
had  been,  unable  to  fupprefs,  Peter  had  ordered  it 
to  be  drawn  up  by  the  counfcllor  of  ftatc,  WolkofF, 
and  fignod  it  with  his  own  haqd.  He  there  detailed 
all  the  wcaknefles,  all  the  crimes  of  Catharine  ;  and, 
accpfing  her  of  adultery,  declared  that  h.e  did  not 
acknowledge  the  young  Grand-duke-as  his  (on,  that 
child  being  the  illue  of  his  wife's  fcandalous  com- 
merce with  SoltikofF.  This  manifefto,  written  with 
conlklerablc  force  and  dignity,  was  artfully  diflemi-, 
nated  aniong  the  people,  and  foon  found  its  way  to 
the  foldiery,  who,  for  the  moft.part,-  unable  to  con- 
ceive by  what  infatuation  they  had  been  fecjuced  into 
rebellion,  already  repented  of  their  crime,  or  deplored 
the  mournful  fate  of  a  Prince  milled,  but  not  wicked, 
y'eak,  bi}t  not  ftupid^  whom  an  ambitious  and  hypo- 
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eritica!  woman  4iad  oaiifed  to  be  put  to  <leath  in  the 
inoft  bflrbarous  manner.  He  who  is  the  objeA  of 
pity  foon  finds  avengers.  Every  thing  fcemed  to 
announce  a  counter  revolution.  But  GlebofF,  Paf- 
feck,  TeplofF,  all  the  cruel  and  vigilant  emiflaries  oT 
Catharine,  fpied  through  darknefs  the  authors  of 
thefe  murmurings,  and  became  their  accufers.  An 
irtiperi^l  proclamation  fuddenly  prohibited  the  fol- 
diers  of  the  guards  to  aflcmblc  without  orders  from 
their  officers.  Some  of  tBe  moft  forward  among 
them  were  imprifoncd  and  underwent  the  punifli^ 
xnient  of  the  knout ;  others  were  exiled  to  the  heart 
of  Siberia :  terror  for  fome  time  reduced  the  reft  to 
lilence. 

'  In  thus  cbaftifing  the  regiments  of  guards,  the 
Empfefs  thought  of  overawing  the  clergy  alfo.  She 
would  not  fo  much  as  fave  appearances  with  fuch  of 
her  court  as  fell  under  her  difpleafurc,  and  who  ima- 
gined they  bad  the  faireft  claims  upon  her  gratitude. 
Ivan  SchouwalofF  had  not  openly  taken  p^rt  in  the 
confpiracy,  but  had  ferved  it  before- hand  by  calum- 
tiiating  Peter  ;  and,  when  it  did  break  out,  he  gave 
it  bis  approbation  and  fupport.  A  mean  flatterer  of 
Catharine's  inclinations,  be  dreamed  of  being  on  the 
fame  eaiy' terms  with  her  which,  the  Emprefs  Eliza- 
beth had  allowed  him.  SchouwaJoflf  was  mifiakcn. 
He  became  an  obje(5l  of  jealoufy  to  OrfofF ;  Catha- 
rine fent  hi m  orders  to  leave  the  court ;  tben,  blend- 
ing derifion  with  barflinefs,  fhe  gavfe  him,  as  an  ade- 
quate reward  of  his  fervices,  an  old  negro  who  a6led 
the  buffoon. 

The  general  of  the  artillery,  Villcbois,  who  had  the 
wcaknefs  to  give  way  to  a  fcntiment  of  tenderneft 
for  her,  inftcad  of  perfevcring  in  his  duty,  fpeedily 
met  ivitb  his  punifliment.  OrlofF  flood  in  awe  of  his 
tinderftandlng,  and  coveted  his  employments.  Ville- 
^jois  was  drfmifTcd,  and  the  favdUrite  placed  at  the 
bend  of  the  ordnance.  ^ 

The  prctonfionspf  the  Princcfs  d'AiVnkofF became 
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odious  to  the  Emprcfs.  .  During  the  firft  mome^tftof 
th{5  revolutiou,  the  Princefs  as  well,  as  Catharine;  had 

-  airumed  the  un1forrr^of  the  guards,  .and  marched  at 
their. head.  She  had  facrificed  her  own  father,  her 
lifter,  her  whole  family  to  the  elevation  of  her  friend  ; 
Ihe  had  ma<:le  a  facrifice  of  her  own  perfon,  in  ad- 
mitting the  love  of  Panin,  for.w'hom  <he  had  an  ex- 
treme averfion.  The  only  recompenfe  flie  afked'was 
the  title  of  Colonel  of  the  Preobraginlky  guards.  But 
C^th^rine  replied  with^  a  iarcaflic  fiiiil^,  that  fliQ 
would  make  a  better  figure  at  tlie  academy  than  iha. 
tfoop  of  warriors.  The  Princefs  d'AfchkofF,  cruelly 
humbled  by  this  retort,  gave  herfelf .  up  to  her  natu- 
ral impetuofity,  murmured  among  her  friends  at  Ca- 
tharine's ingratitude,  and  meditated  all  the  poffibl^ 
mean^  of  avenging  herfelf.  The  perfidious  Odart, 
who  watched  her  movements,  was  the  firft:  who  gave 
an  account,  of  her  defigns  to  the  Empreft.  The  Prinr 
cefs  received  immediate  orders  to  repair  to  Mofcow. 
Her  huftand,  who  had  been  long  abfent,  and  who 
ooferved  her  advanced  in  pregnancy,  without  know- 
ing how  (he  came  by  it^  was  the  perfon  who  pitied 
her  the  leafl:. 

Catlrarin^,  at, the  .fame  tinie,  who  flattered  herfelf 
that  file  could  impofe  on  foreign  nations  as  flie  had 
upon  the  Ruffians^  and  who  wifhed  to  make  Europe 
believe  that  in  mounting  the  throne  flie  had  only 
complied  with  the  wilhes  of  the  people,  commiflRoned 
the  Piedmontcfe  Odart  to  engage  the  French  am- 
baflador  to  write  to  Voltaire,  with  a  rcqueft.to  be  on 

-J>is  guard  againft  the  vanity  of  Princefs  d' A fc^hkofF, 
and  to  aflure  him,  that,  in  the  event  of  his  celebrat- 
ing the  revolution  which  had  jult  taken  place  in  Ruf- 
fia,  he  ought  to  mention  this  young  woman  as  hav* 
i«g  performed  but  a  very  fubordinate  part  in  the 
tranfa<5liorr,  the  luccefs  of  which  was  to  be  afcribed 
entirely  to  the  wifdom  and  courage  of  the  Emprefs, 
A  fimilar  commiflion  was  given  to  her  ambafiadors 
at  Londw  anjd  Paris. 

The 
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The  Archbifhop  of  Nbvogorod,  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal agents  in  the  revolution,  and  the  perfoh  who 
had  fin ce  contributed  the  mod  towards  curtailing 
the  prerogatives  of  the  monks,  becaufe  he  had  been 
gained  over  by  dint  of  money  and  proniifes,  beheld 
himfelf  in  a  moment  hurled  from  his  towering  ex- 
pediations.  .  As  foon  as  Catharine  found  (he  had  nd 
longer  ocCaiion  for  his  fervices,  fhe  haftcned  to  turn 
him  adrift,  and  he  was  obliged  to  go  and  digeft  his 
rage  and  his  (haffie  am  id  ft  a  clergy  who  detefted 
him,  and  a  people  who  defpifed  his  ambition. 

Poniatowlky  had  meanwhile,  to  his  inexprcffiblc 
ratisfadlion,  been  informed  of  the  triumph  ofCatha-* 
Tine.     Since  his  departure  from  Peterfburgh,  he  had 
kept  up  a  clofc  correfpondence  with  her,  through 
the  medium  of  complaifant  friends,  and  he  reckoned 
lb  much  the  more  on  her,  that  in  giving  herfelf  up 
tp  fecret  intrigues,  fhe  openly  afFe6led  a  roniantfc 
conftancy.     Poniatowfky,  perhaps,  flattered  himfelf 
then  with  foon  receiving  the  hand  of  her  whofe  heart 
be  believed  to  be  already  his  own.     He  advanced  to 
the  very   frontiers  of  Poland,  and  fent  to  demand 
permiilion   of  the  Eraprefs  immediately  to  prefent 
himfelf  to  her.     But  fhe  anfwered  that  his  prcfence 
was  not  ncccflary  at  Peterlburgh;  and  that  fhe  had 
other  views  refpe6ling  him.     Not  wiftiing  that  he 
Ihould  be  as  yet  made  acquainted  with  her  new  en- 
gagement's, file  continued  to  write  to  him  letters  re- 
plete with  tcnderncfs,  <'ind  fometimes  wept  before  the 
conficlants  of  that  Polonefc,  while  fhe  talked  of  her 
paffion  for  him.     She  fired  at  the  imputation  of  her 
having  a  partiality   for  .Orloff^  and  endeavoured  to 
render  him  ridiculous  in  their  eyes,   while   fhe  had 
long  been  granting  him  her  moft  valuable  marks  of 
favour  in   fecret,     Poniatowfky  and   his  confidents 
were  the  dupes  of  Catharine*s  prpteftations  and  falfe 
tears. 

But  the  feafon  of  fear  was  paft.     Myfiery  ho  lon- 
ger fuited  the  temper  of  OrlofF,     That  infofent  arid 
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brutal  favourite  fcconded  indifFefently  the  dvfiiliitila* 
tion  of  his  miftrefs,  and  made  her  feel  that  he  had 
no  farthei*  occalibn  to  atterlcl  to  modes  of  behaviour. 
He  efitered  her  npartment  at  all  hours,  and  in  pub-, 
lie  frequently  titrated  her  with  a  freedom  which  left: 
no  room  to  doubt  of  thdr  mutual  underflanding.  Ac-^ 
cuftomed  to  live  in  barr^aclcs  and  tavern^,  Orloff  had 
acqufred  a  paffion  for  drinking.  One  evening  that 
he  was  at  fupper  with  the  Empfefs,  in  the  company 
of  the  hetman  Razoumoffsky,  and  fospe  other,  cour-^ 
tiers,  having  heated  himfelf  with  vvine,  he  began  to 
talk  of  thq  afcehdant  which  be  had  over  the  guards ; 
he  boafted  that  he  alone  had  elfe(5led  the  revolution* 
and  added^  his  power  was  fo  abfolute,  that  if  he  had 
a  mind  to  abufe  it,  he  could  in  one  month  undo  hh 
own  work,  and  dethrone  the  Em'prefs.  "  Thou 
"  mighteft  do  that  in  a  month,"  replied  the  hetman, 
laughing  at'this  audacious  efFufior) ;  **  but^  my  friend, 
"we  would  have  had  thee  handed  in  lefs  thtm  a 
*^  fortnight !"  The  reft  of  the  company  were  filled  ' 
with  indignation,  but  the  favour  of  OrlofF  underwent 
no  diminution. 

Policy  itill  more  than  love  at  that  time  attached* 
Catharine  to  her  favourite.  She  knevv  his  adlivit}^ 
bis  impetuofity,  his  boldnefs,  and  had  neither  the 
power  of  arming  herfelf  » again  ft  him  with  a  vain 
ftatelincfs,  nor  of  preferring  to  him  courtiers,  -  more 
polifhed  undoubtccily,  but  almoft  all  of  tbern  defti- 
tute  of  talents  and  of  courage.  Lefs  complaifant 
with  the  other  confpirators,  vvho  were  only  fubaltern 
officers,  and  whom  fhc  had  already  fufticiently  re- 
compeniedj  (he  gradually  removed  them  from  court, 
and  permitted  them  lo  reUimc  their  military  train  of 
life,  and  their  obfcure  libertinifm.  But  perhaps  (he  > 
was  in  the  wrong  not  to  prolong  the  coiiftraiut  (he 
wore  to  humour  them. 

Thechafiifement  of  the  firft  foldicrs  v»/ho  mutinied, 
had  not  entirely  ftifled  the  fpirit.of  revolt.     The  re- 
moval of  the  archbifhop  of  Novogorod-und  of  !Prin- 
'    '  .  ccfs 


cefe  d^AfcbkofF,  the  youog  Grand-duk^'s  mflrmllaie 
of  he^ltb3  wbofe  decliqing  (labit  wa$  obfltnately  im- 
puted to  bis  own  mother,  the  co.mpaiBon  which 
Prince  Ivan  never  failed  to  excite,  every  thipg,  in  r 
word,  furniihed  pretexts  for  difconfent,  and  the 
pbpas  employed  thero^  with  muph  ability  to  agitate 
and  inflame  the  people.  There  was  a  general  com- 
motion in  the  barracks.  The  danger  became  even 
fo  preffing,  that  the  Emprefs  beheld  herfclf,  for  oqe 
whole  day,  on  the  point  of  meeting^the  fate  of  her 
hufband.  Biit  her  cdurage  abandoned  her  not. 
Without  aflembling  her  council,  (he  adopted  fecret 
meafures  to  quell  the  tumult ;  and  whqn  the  hetmaii 
Razpumoffsky,  BefiufchefF,  'Panin,  GlcbofF^  arid 
many  of  the  fenate  prefented  themfelves  to  exprefe 
to  her  their  uneafinefs,  fhe  (aid  to  them  loftily : — 
"  Wherefore  alarm  yourfelves  ?  Do  you  imagine  I 
**  dare  not  look  danger  in  the  face  ?  or  rather  are 
<*  you  afraid  that  I  know  not  how  to  triumph  over  it  ? 
*•  Re;colle6t  that  you  have  beheld  me  in  moments  the 
"  mod  tremendous,  preferving  all  my  fortitude  of 
'*^  foul,  and  that  I  am  able  to  fupport  the  moft  cruej 
"  reverfes  of  fortune  with  as  much  ferenity  as  I  have 
"  enjoyed  her  favours.  Cer^in  infolent  caballers,  a 
^'  few  mutinous  foldiers,  \vant  to  rob  me  of  a  crown 
"  which  I  accbpted  with  regret,  and  in  the  view  of 
**  refcuing  the  Ruffian  nation  from  the  calamities 
"  which  threatened  it.  I  know  not  under  what  pre- 
"  text  they  difguife  their  audacity  ;  I  am  ignorant 
*^  of  the  means  which  they  may  poflefs  ;  but,  onc^ 
"  more,  they  excite  in  me  no  difmay.  Providence, 
"  which  has  raifed  me  to  a  throne,  will  fupport  nie 
"on  if,  for  the  glory  and  felicity  of  the  empire, 
"  and  the  hand  of  Omnipotence  will  confound  my 
"  enemies.^* 

At  the  very  moment  (he  washolding^this  language, 
the  Orloffs  and  their  friends  were  exerting  all  their 
ijifluence  to  quiet  the  guards,  and  money  gained  over 
thof^p  whom  the  promifes  and  line  fj^eeches  of  the  fa- 
vourite 
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vourite  had  not  been  able  to  fubdue.  As  foori  as 
depetidaiice  could  be  placed  on  them,  twenty-four 
of  their  officers  were  arretted  and  brought  to  trial. 
The  four  ringleaders  were  found  guilty  oif  high-trca- 
fan,  and  fentenced  to  be  quartered.  But. Catharine, 
who  was  fenfible  that  it  would  be  much  l^fs  ad  van* 
tageous  to  her  to  fuffer  the  fentence  to  be  executed, 
tfiaH  to  give  a  (inking  difplay  of  clemency,  com- 
muted their  puhifhrnentinto^baniftiment  to  Siberia  } 
and  as  flie  wiChed  at  the  fame  time  to  make  an  at- 
tempt to  infpire  the  Ruffians  with  fome  dread  of  in- 
famy, a 'dread  of  which  they  have  no  idea,  thpugh 
'  it  has  powerful  influence  in  other  nations,  fhe  order- 
ed the  four  officers  to  be  degraded  and  flogged  by 
the  hand  of  the  common  hangman.. 

While  Catharine  was  thus  treating  her  own  fub- 
je<Sb,  flie  prefented  to  foreigtv  nations  all  the  lofti- 
fiefi  of  her  character.     The  French  minifler,  one  of 
the  accommodating  confidants  of  the  loves  of  this 
Princefs  and  of  Poniatowflcy,  to  no  purpbfe  fdllcited 
her  to  grant  a  reverfal  fimilar  to  thofe  which  had  been 
obtained  from  Elizabeth  and  I^eter  HI.  on  their  ac- 
oeffioii  to  the  throne,  and  which  proved  that  the  title 
of  Erhprefs  made  abfolutely  no  change  whatever  in 
the  ceremonial  between  the  two  courts.    She  even 
perfifted  with  fo  much  the  more  latisfii<Stidnin  her 
refufiil;  that  the  difficulties,  whicR  it  occafioned  fur- 
niftied^'her  with  a  pretence  to  keep  that  minifter  for 
a  confiderable  tirie  at  a  diftance,  and  thereby  pre- 
vented   him   from    informing   Poniatowflcy  of   the 
change  whicTi  had  taken  pls^ce  in' her  afFeftions.    At 
laft,  flie -declared  that  the  ceremonial  fliould  not  be 
changed,  but  that  no  reverfal   fliould  take  place  at 
the  commencement  of  every  new  reign.    She  never- 
thelefs  gave  fecret  orders  to  feveral  of  her  ambafladors 
to  take  precedency  of  the  French  minifter  wherever 
they  could.  .  " 

Always  uniting  addrefs  to  firmnefs,  Catharine  had 
the  fleill  to  feduce  the  moft  dan'gerous  of  the  clergy, 
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and  to  check  the  cabals  of  the  monks.  She  invited 
back  to  court  the  Princefe  d'Afchkoff,  whofe  credit 
and  intrigues  at  Mofcow  were  capable  of  difturbing 
the  repofe  of  the  empire.  She  fen  t  home  the  Pied- 
montefe  Odart,  whom  his  inceflant  accufations  ren- 
dered hateful  to.  every  one  about  court.  She  pur- 
, chafed  the  trumpets  of  fame.  The  found  of  her 
praifes  fpread  over  Europe,  and  re-echoed  back  to 
Peterfburgh.  The  health  of  the  young  Grand-duke 
was  reftored.  The  hopes  which  this  Prince  infpired 
diverted  the  public  eye  from  the  prilbn  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Ivan.  The  Ruffians  began  to  be  enured  to 
a  yoke  which  they  had  in  vain  attempted  to  (hake 

off.  •         ' 

Ambition  extinguifhed  not  in  the  foul  of  Catha- 
rine an  ardent  relifh  for  pleafure.  Nay,  it  was^  by 
this  very  reliih  that  (he  contrived  to  attach  her  court 
more  powerfiilly :  but  fhe  knew  how  to  renounce 
pliafure^,  and  to  make  the  tranlition  to  employments 
the  tifjoft  ferious,  and  application  the  moft  indefati- . 
gable  to  the  affairs  of  government.  She  affifted  at 
all  the  deliberatiops  of  council,  read  the  difpatches  of 
her  ambafladors,  dictated,  or  minuted  with  her  own 
hand,  the  anfwers  to  be  returned,  entrufted  her  mi- 
nifters  only  with  the  details  of  bu^iinefs,  and  ftill  kept 
her  own  eye  on  the  execution.  Anxious  to  cloak 
her  vices  upder  the  luftre  of  her  glory,  and  to  efface 
the  memory  of  her  crimes  by  difplays  of  grandeur,  (he 
a6led  up  to  maiims  which  fhe  had  frequently  in  her 
mouth — ^^  It  is  neceffary  to  be  conflant  in  our  pur- 
"  fuits,'*  faid  (he.  ^"^  It  is  better  to  go  wrong  than 
"  to  recede  from  our  purpofc.  Fools  only  are  inde- 
"cifive." 
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State  of  Europe — Catharine  maintains  Biren  in  Cour^ 
land — Panin  aims  at  changing  the  Form  of  the  Ruf^ 
fian  Govermnent — Bejiufcheff  diffuades  the  Emprefs^ 
and  tries  to  make  her  efpotcfe  Gregory  Orloff- — Plot 
laid  at  Mo/cow  againjl  Orloff^  s  life- — Lyingrin  of  the 
Emprefs — Stat^  of  Poland,  from  the  Kings  of  the 
firfi  Race  down  to  the  Ele£lion  of  Poniatowjky — > 
C&iijpiracy  at  PeSerJburgh — Catharines  Expedition 
into  Livonia — Majfacre  of  Prince  Ivan. 


A.  i^'TXT*^  ^^^  already  feen  Catharine  emefge 
1763.  VV,  fr^"^  ^  P^^^y  Grerman  principality,  and 
advance  towards  a  throne,. oh  the  fieps  of  which  (he 
flood  tottering  fdr  almoft  twenty  years.     W^have 
beheld  her  mount  that  throne,  by  hurling  from  it, 
in  a  moment,  the  hulband  who  had  calbd  her  to  it, 
and  taking  fole  pofleffion,  with  much  fewer  obftacles 
than  the  herfelf  apprehended.     We  now  prpceed  to" 
detail  the  fequel  of  her  long  reign  and  private  life. 
In  continuing  this  reprefentation,    my  impartiality, 
fhall  be  uniform.     I  (hall  neither  draw  a  veil  over 
the  great  qualities  of  Catharine,   nor   conceal    her 
flighteft  defeats;  I  (hall  with  equal  freedom  difplay 
her  commendable  a6lions,  and  her  mod  fcandalous 
weakneffes.    I  (hall  not  produce  a  (ingle  fa<ft  of  which 
I  have  not  acquired   the  evidence^  but  .will  narrate 
every  one  that  appears  to  me  worthy  of  being  made 
public.     I  will  expofc  with  intrepidity  to  the  in- 
dignation of  mankind  a  Princefs  who  has  too  long 
ufurped  the  admiration  of  the  vyorld,  and  in  whofe 
enormities  many  illuftrious  authors  have,  in  fome  fort, 
been  partakers,  by  the  extravagant  praifcs  they  have 
lavi(hed  upon  her. 
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It  may  be  proper,  firft  of  all,  to  throw  a  glance 
over  the  (late  of  Europe,  at  the  moment  when  Ca- 
tharine II.  aflimied  the  reins  of  government. 

Different  treaties  had  juft  brought  to  a  termina- 
tion that  war,  known  in  the  aqnals  of  Europe  under 
.  the  diflin<5livc  appellaticJh  of  the  Seven  Years  War, 
and  one  of  the  rnbit  terrible  which  ever  deluged  with 
blood  the  two  hemifpheres  of  the  globe.  Tl\e  po- 
tentates who  had  engaged  in  it,  and  carried  it  on 
with  fo  much  aniniofity,  felt  no  difpofitioh  to  give 
up  the  cpntcft  from  principles  of  wifdom  or  of  hu- 
manity, but  becaufe  the  diminution  of  their  armies, 
iind  the  exhauftcd  ftate  of  their  finances  reduced 
^them  to  it. 

Though  fupported  by  the  exertions  of  France, 
Ruffia,  Saxony,  Sweden,  and  almoft  the  whole  em- 
p;rQ  of  Germauy,  Auftria  did  not  recover  pofleflion  of 
$ilefia,  which  Frederick. II.  ha,d  before  taken  from  her, 
and  ihe  loft,  by  the  war,  mqre  tb^fi  14p,00Q  men^ 
and  contracted  a  del|t  of  1 00,000,000  of  crown^. 
Tfcis  power,  however^  >Vas  ftill  extremely  formidable. 
llAskfrn  Therefa  be*held  her feUj  if  not  beloved,  at  leaft 
rpfpe^le^  in  her  different  eftAtes.  She  ppflefle^  .3  foul^ 
lofty,  intrepid,  and  the  ohftin^cy  hereditary  in:  the 
Princes  of  that  boufe.  The  war  in  which  ihe  had. 
juft  loft  fo  many  foldiers,  had  lefti  her  in  pofleffion  of 
Iw  beft.  generals,  apd  had  even  formed  others.  The  , 
a^^ibrs  of  her  cabiaet  were  CQndu<fted  by  Covmt  Kau- 
nftz,  a  more  able  negociator  than  ftatefraan,  and  ac- 
cuftomed  to  unite  the  Italian  cunning  to  all  the 
fiatelinefs  of  the  Gterman  nobility. 

'^Pruffia  had  fufFered  much  more  than  Auftrig,  be- 
caufe the  ftrefs  of  the  war  h^rd  almoft  always  prefled 
.  on  the  heart  of  .her  provinces.  She  had  loft  near 
2r20,O00  nien^  and  beheld  the  deftru^ion  of  her 
agriculture  and  commerce;  but  had  contra<3ed  no 
d^bts.  The;  j^optributions  levied  on  hoftijc  countries, 
the  Brilitlx  fubfidies,  the  depreciation  of  the  coin, 
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^hd  a  figidi  economy,  had  been  ftimcient  to  fuppoH 
tlifeexpences  of  the  war.  Frederick  II.  had  rendered 
his  name  ilhiftfibus  by  brilliant  viilories,  and  his 
very  defeats  had  cofttributed  only  to  his  glory.  H6 
;kne\v  mankind/ and  efpecially  his  rivals  :  his  politi- 
tA\  were  ijill  fuperiof  to  his  military  talents. 

The  Eleftorate  6f  Saxony  had  loll:  ho  foldiers;  h^r 
ai'niyhad  furrenderqd  \yithout  having  sin  opportunity 
of  fighting.  But  the  country  Was  not, the  lefs  op- 
prefied  by  th6  calamities  which  War  dccafions.  Ene- 
mies alid  friends  had  equally  contributed  to  its  de-^ 
folalion.  Though  Auguflus  III.  was  at  once  Elfec-  " 
tor  of  Saxony  and  King  of  Poland,  he  was  not  for 
that  a  whit  inofe  powerful.  ;  This  Prince,  of  a  cha- 
TVi&tt  naturally  deftitute  of  energy,,  and  ferther  en- 
feebled by  agb  4hd  the  malddies  wHich  follow  in  the 
tfain  of  debauchery,  vvas  incapiible  ^of  either  govern- 
ing his  own  fubjedls,  or  of  oppofiHg  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Pete^iburgh. 

Sweden,  which  had  be^n  decoyed  into  the  war,' 
lefs  froni  attachment  ft)  her  allies  than  out^ of  regard 
to  the  money  which  they  gave  her^  loff  2iS,600  of 
her  beft  troops,  and  introduced  the  greateft  diforder 
into  her  finances,  which  expofcd  her  the  more  to  the 
ncceflity  of  fubmitting  to  the  caprices  of  thofe  powers 
Which  were  beft  able  to  pay  her.  A  fruitlefs  attempt 
to  confer  on  the  King  of  Sweden  all  the  authority 
which  he  fhafed  with  the  fenate,  had  juft  brought  to 
the  fcaffold  the  Count  de  Brahe  and  feverai  of  his 
partifans,  and  rendered  the  fenate  more  powei^ful 
than  ever.  Mod  pf  the  feriators  were  under  the  in.- 
fluence  of  the  Fretich  ambaflador,  d'Havriricourt ; 
jand  Adolphus-Predt^rick  poffefled  neither  ability  nor 
courage  to  break  his  leading-flrings. 

Denmark  and  Norway  had  enjoyed  tlie  advantage 
of  getting  rich,  while  their  neighbours  were  ruining 
themfelves.  Frederick  V.  who  then  governed  thefe 
two  ftates,  was  lefs  of  a  devotee,  but  equally  ihode- 
rate^  equaUy  beneficent,  e<|ually  economical  as  his' 
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father  Chrifiian  VI,  had  been;  and  though  a  body 
of  his  troops  ferved  in  the  pay  of  Gr^t  Britain,  feis 
eftates  had  actually  efcaped  the  war.  His  fubje<Sls, 
at  once  laborious  hufbandmen  and  intrepid  naviga- 
tors, divided  with  the  Dutch  a  great  part  of  the 
carrying  trade  of  Europe,  a  fpecies  of  commerce  of 
no  great  apparent  advantage,  but  folidly  beneficial. 
The  marine  of  the  King  of  Penmark  copfifted  of 
28  ihips  of  the  line,  the  fame  pumber  of  frigates, 
and.  fome  chebecs.  He  had  an  army  of  36,000  re- 
gular troops ;  and  could,  on  a  (hort  notice,  affemble 
nearly  as  many  well-difciplinpd  militia.  His  finances 
were  in  excellent  order.  The  condu^  of  his  cabinet 
reflcded  honour  on  the  penetration  and  prudence  of 
the  minifter  who  prefided  in  it.     His  army  was  com- 

,  manded  by  the  Count  de.  Saiiit-Germain,  a  French 
officer  of  courage  and  ability,  w^ho,  difiatisfied  with 
the  deportment  pfMar^fchal  Broglio,  had  withdrawn 
frbm  the  fervice  of  his  own  country,  and  entered 
into  that  of  Denmark, 

The  French  government  bad  fignali2:ed  itfelf  by  fo 
miich  incapacity  and  imprudence  during  the  whole 
period  of  the  w^ar,  that  it  had  reduced  the  moft 
powerful  nation  of  Europe  to  behold  herfelf  firipped 
of  alinoft  all  her  colonics,  her  marine  and  commerce 
ruined,  and  200,000  of  her  foldicrs  flain.  With 
immcnfe  refources,  (he  had  accumulated  debt  to  a 
frightful  degree.  The  creditors  of  the  ftate  received 
no  longer  the  intereft  of  their  capital,  and  the  luxury 
of  financiers  and  of  the  agents  of  the  court  ftill  add- 
ed mfult  to  their  mifery.  And — can  it  ever  be  for- 
gotten ? — thefe  multiplied  difaflers  arofe  merely  from 
the  wcakncfs  of  a  Prince  who,  fometimes  having 
flarted  a  falutary  motion  in  council,  knew  not  how 
to  enforce  obedience  to  it ;  and  from  the  infolent 
ambition  of  a  female  favourite,  who  permitted  no  one 
but  her  contemptible  flatterers  to  be  at  the  head  of 

-  the  armies  and  of  the  miniftry.  A  peace,  not  lels 
difgraceful  than  the  war,  had  aggravated  the  calami- 
-^     .•'•■.  •  '      tie3 
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ties  of  France.  But  France  was  a  vigorous  body, 
which  could  re-eftablifti' itfelf;  (he  h^s  fulHcientJy 
proved  thi's'liTicie,  at^d  without  doubt  will  give  fur- 
ther proofs*  of  it.  ^  ^ 

'^  Spain,  involved  in  the  war  by  the  policy  of  the 
Duke  de  Choifeul,  appeared  to  have  taken  up  arms 
only  in  order  to  prefent  new  vi6lories  to  the  Englifh. 
She  beheld  almoft  immediately  feveral  of  her  galleons 
taken,  as  well  as  JheHavaiinah  and  the  Philippine 
ifles  ;  and,  oA  the  reftdration  of  peace,  in  prder  to 
recover  th'efe-  twp  poffeffions,  fhe  'waS  obliged  to 
yield  tothe  conguerors  that  of  Florida.  Charles  IJL 
who  hiad  'pafled  a*  (h6rt  time  before  from  th'e  throne 
of  Naples  to  that  of  Spain,  was  an  eafy  Prince,  a 
friend  to' peace,  accuftomed  to  be  governed,  and 
whp  had  not  for  minifters  either  an  Alberoni  6r  a 
Ximenes.  V 

•  England  wSs  the  only  power  to  which  the  war  had 
been  advantageous.  It  had  coft  her^  indeed,  l6o,006 
men  ;  but  thefe  men  were  for  the  moft  part  foreign 
mercenaries.  She  had  enormoufly  augmented  the 
national  debt:  but  her  creditors  were  her  own  fub- 
jedls,  enriched  at  once  by  the  prizes  taken  froni 
France  and  Spain,  and  by  the  prodigious  extenfion 
of  their  commerce.  The  peace  had  preferved  to  the 
Eiiglifti  a  cbnfiderable  part  of  their  cpriquefts  in  In- 
dia and  in  America,  and  they  had  referved  to  them- 
felves  the  means  of  rendering  the  Spanifh  colonies  the 
tributaries  of  their  commerce,  although  in  a  lefs  degree 
than  tbofo  of  the  Portuguefe  had  for  a  long  time  been. 
The  cabinet  of  St.  James's  had  feen  a  man  of  or- 
dinary abilities  fupplarit  a  man  of  genius.  Bute  fuc- 
ceeded  Chatham  ;  bat  the  encroaching  policy  of  this 
cabinet  remained  always  the  fdme,  g^nd  the  national 
ipirit,  at  once  haughty,  enterprifing  and  mercantile, 
underwent  no  alteration. 

The  Var  had  only  ferved  to  ftrengthen  thofe  ties 

'which  attached  Portugal  to  England  and  eftrangeJ 

her  from  Spain  j  which  fufBciently  deiriDnltrates  that 
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intereft  has  greater  influeqce  thaa  religion^ rfsveit  over 
the  moft  fuperftitioTis  nation  in  EaPQfif .  ^  .The,  cow^ 
of  Lilbbn^  occupiecj.  inceflantly  witb  th^  iBuqnmeries  r 
of  Popery,^  received  law  from  that  ofhof^oj^^  whieji 
itxcgacded  a^  h^v^iGfi],  ^d  to  wbigb  )(t;.w9s,ibld4:>y 
it'^  Maimftei-Poml^.,;  ,  .       •  .         .:: 

•  , Holland,  althGHig^  in, a  lefs  degree;. brQUgbtintet 
Aibjciftion-  by  ,£i>g!and  th^u  Pprtug^I^:»was  ejcjually 
d€vot€(l  tQ  her.  :  fle^ /camen  |jer  nK^rjcAaDls^ .  ft)f- . 
merly  the  model joifatbQ?;  n^tion^,  weiie  w>w  ooiy.  tfee. 
feebJp  imitator&.^f  ibc  JEagKih.  Thejca^H^ket  q£  the 
Hague,  eager  to.gratify  that  of  St.  Janves's,  ha4  loft 
all  confequence;  Uut  Holland  was  (fell  fufficiently 
rich,  and  had  a  n^vy  fufficiently  poweifuloto  pfefcrve 
'  a  copfiderable  prepor>derancy  in  the  balance  of  Eur 
rope.    .  -         .      .      " 

The  petty  ftates  of  Germany  which  form  a  part  of . 
the  Germanic  body,,  had  become,  for,  fome  time, 
very  little  to  be  dreaded,  frona  thedivifion  of  tb^ 
^  princes.  The  feven  y^ar^  war  bad  carried  off  a  great 
number  of  men,  and  had  caufed  immenfe  devafta* 
tipns  ampng  (ome  of  them,  without  teaching  tbgiji 
to  be  more  at  union  aiDongthenifelves. 

Switiserland,  although  forming  divers  ftates,  knew 
how  to  continue  united,  and  conftantly  ready  tO:iann, 
for  ber^lefence,  an  hundred  thoufand  ucll  difciplined 
foldiers.  The  riches  acquired  by  fome  of  her  cities 
produced  no  alteration,  either  in  her  loye  of  lib^jy 
or  in  her  virtues ;  her  only  fault  was  to  fell  a  part  <rf 
her  troops,  and  to^xpofe  them  fometimes  mutually 
to.  cut  each  other's  throats  in  foreign  quarrels* 

Italy,  divided,  like  Switzerland  and  Germany,  into  » 
faveral  fove.eignties,  but  not  forming  a  fingle  con- 
federacy, was  far  lefs  an  objedt  of  apprcheniion^  She 
ftill  llyled  herfeifthejiative  country  of  the  fine  arts^ 
but  v\  as  no  longer  that  of  talents.  She  had,  in-* 
flcad  of  virtuous  mcp,.  buffoons  and  fingei'Sj  whom 
(lie  called  w/w<9/J,«a  fpceies  of  bemgs  whofe  ceJe*" 
brity  always 'gives  proof  of  the  degeneracy  and  fri-* 
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volity  of  the  nation  whicb  produces  them.  'Rome 
had  remained  for  a  confiderable  period  without  in-* 
6uence  in  the  courts  of  Europe,.  The  Pope  employ- 
ed al]  bis  addrefs  to  maintain  an  eccleiiaitical  fupe^ 
riority,  more  apparent  thaa  real,  and  to  extort  mo- 
ney from  feme  nations,  -ftiH  blind  enough  to  furnifli- 
him  with  it.  Venice  and  Genoa  had  loft,  if  not  their  - 
riches,  at  lead  a  confiderable  part  of  their  commerce, 
even  in  ther  ports  of  the  Levant;  vvhofe  contiguouf* 
nefs  rendered  a  traffic  with  thera  fo  practicable. 

The  Ottoman  empire  was, then  what  it  -had  been 
fcM*  agfs  paft»  and  what'it  is  iliiJ,  ignohmt,^ fanatical, 
haughty  and  barbarous.  However,  the  Ulhemas  had 
already  acquired  a  little  more  influence,  and  the 
authority  of  the  Janifiaries  was  in  fome  degree  di- 
minifhed.  The  Tqrks,  almoft  always  c6nquered  by 
the  Ruffians,  fince  Munich  had  commanded  thefe; 
lafl,  aod.tbe  conquer^ors  of  the  Auftrians  fince  the 
d^th  of  Prince  Eugene,  bad,  atthe  inftigation  of 
Frederick,  threaten«i  the  frontiers  of  Hungary,  but^ 
they  did  not  wifh  in  reality  to  fight,  and  the  Grand- 
Siguior  was  fufficiently  embarraffed  to  maintain  his 
vaft  eftatcs  in  fubje61io«,  without  having  ocdafion  to 
make  war  witb  his  neighbours. 

Ah  hough  Ruffia  had  carried  on  war  at  a  difiance 
from  her  frontiers,  ihe  felt  its  eiFecftiS  cruelly  in  her 
interior.  Her  lofles  were  efiimated  at  a  hundred 
and  twenty  thoufend  men,  and  her  extracwdinary  ex-r 
pence?  at  forty  millions  of  roubles.  The  unfortunate 
IPeter  III.  had  begun  to  reftore  peace;  Catharine 
eftablifhed  it,  by  fufpending  the  hoftile  proje<!?ls  which 
were  on  foot  agai  rift  Denmark;  but  the  interior  of 
the  empire  was  ftilliiUed  with  a  fpirit  of  indignation 
and  revolt  which  fecretly  convulfed  it,  and  had 
given  birth  to  the  laft  re^'olution.  Neither  the  fevere 
judgmenfrpronounced  againft  the  four  ptincipaF  ring-- 
leaders  of  the  infurreiSionr  of  the  guards,  nor  the  af- 
i(c&cd  clemency 'of  theEmprefs,  could  ftifiethofe 
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fentiments  of  hatred  and  vengeance  which  the  fpec- 
.  tacle  of  a  glaring  injuftice  always  infpftes. 

Although  Catharine \  attempted  to  conceal  from 
berfelf  the  enormity  of  her  crimes,  or  rather,  al- 
though (he  flattered  hcrfdf  that  her  fubjedts  were  ig- 
norant of  the  fuU  extent  of  her  guilt  in  accomplirtiing 
the  death  of  her  hufband,  (he  ?clt  that  the  recollec- 
tion of  bis  death  could  not  be  foon  eflaced,  and  that 
this  idea  of  it  could  not  be  obliterated  but  by  fome 
brilliant  novelties  and  by  fome  fortunate  enterprizes. 
But  (he  likewife  knew  that  there' were  too  many  ob- 
fiacles  which  iiill  oppofed  tbemfelves  to  thefe  enter- 
prifesv  and  that  the  narrownefe  of  her  finances,  artd 
found  p(5iicy,  impofcd  peace  on  her. 

She  employed  herfelf  therefore  with  extreme  care 
in  the  admrniftration  of  her  vaft  eftates,  the  p!x>-' 
grefs  of  commerce,  the  augmentation  of  her  marine, 
and  above  aH,  in  devifing  the  moil  proper  means  to 
procure  mbpey,  without  altogether  6bferving  the 
firi^^ft  economy;  for  her  pride  would  not  permit 
ber  to  lay  alidc  the  Afiatic  luxury  .which,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  reienof  Elizabeth,  had  been 
difplayed  by  the  court  of  Ruffia.  Befides,  (he  thought 
it  was  neceflary  for  her  to  kepp  up  this  luxury,  in 
order  to  deceive  foreign  nations  refpecSting  her  real 
fituation,  in  the  expeSation  of  one  day  exciting  their 
adoniihment  by  her  conquefts. 

After  having  tranfadled  bufincfs  with  her  minifters^ 
that  Princefs  converfed  frequently,  and  always  in 
private,  fometinx^s  with  Befiufcbeff,  fomctimes  with 
Munich.  One  made  her  acquainted  with  the  poli- 
tics and  the  refourccs'of  the  different  courts  of  Eu- 
r(5pe,  the  other  communicated  to  her  the  plan  which 
be  bad  traced  during  his  exile  in  Siberia,  to  drive  the 
Turks  from  Conftantinople,  a  plan  which  Angularly 
flattered  the  ambition  of  Catharine,  and  which,  thirty 
years  afterwards,  we  havefeen  almoft  on  the  point  of 
being  put  in  execution. 

:  .  Shp 
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She  fo  well.underftood  her  own  talents,  her  cour- 
age, and  all  the  advantage  which  fhe  might  derive 
fropfi  her  power,  that,  chatting  one  day  in  a  confi- 
dential manner  with  a  foreign'  niinifter,moi*e  calcu- 
lated to  applaud  her  errors  than  to  appreciate  her 
genius,  flie  enquired  of  him  if  he.  believed  that  the 
peace 'which  had  juft  been  concluded  at  Hubiertf- 
burgh  would  be  of  long  duration  ?  The  minifter  re^ 
plied,  that  the  exhaufted  fiat e  of  the  people,  and  the 
wifdom  of  thefovereigns  who  governed  them,  fecmcd 
to  promife^a  repofe  of  feveral  years:  but  he  added, 
that  fhe  ought  to  be  better  able  to  judge  than  he 
was,  fince  fhe  could,  from  her  fupenor  illumination, 
eftin^ate  the  political  lyftem.of  the  courts  of  £u-t 
rope,  and,  by  her  forces  direxft  them  at  Her  pleafurc. 
Catharine,  upon  this,  aflbming  an  air  of  modefiy, 
faid  to  him  : — "  You  think  then  that  the  eyes  of  Ea- 
"  rope^re  at 'prefent  fixed  upon  me,  and  that  I  am 
"  held  in  fome  confidej-atioq  at  the  principal  courts  ?" 
Tho  reply  could  not  fail  to  be  in  the  afiirmative. 
She  liftened  with  complacency ;'  afterwards,  arraying 
herfdf  in  all  the  imperial  dignity: — ^^I  believe  in 
"  efFe6t,"  replied  fhe,  "  Ihat  Ruffia  is  worthy  of  at- 
^.  tention-  I  have  the  fincfl:  army  in  the  world.  I 
*^  am  in  want  of  money,  it  is  true,  but  I  ihall  be 
"  abundantly  fupplied  in  a  few  years.  If  I  allowed 
myfelf  to  follow  my  own  propenfities  I  (hould  ra- 
ther prefer  w^i-  to  peace ;  but  humanity,  juftice 
*^  and  reafon  reftrainme.  However,  I  will  not  fol-. 
"  low  the  example  of  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth.  I  will 
not  permit  myfelf  to'  be  perfuaded  to  undertake  a 
war;  I  will  make  it  when  it  fhall  appear  to  be  to 
my  advantage,  but  never  out  of  complaifance  to 
'^others." — She  added,  that  it  would' be  impoffible 
to  begin  to  form  a  judgment  of  her  <ill  five  years  had 
pafl: ;  that  fhe  muft  have  that  period  at  leaft  to  re- 
eftablifh  order  in  her  empire,  and  to  r.eap  the  fruit  of 
J)er  labours ;  but  that  in  the  mean  time  ibe  would, 
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concfiK^  berfelf  towards  all  the  princes  of  Eurdpe  like 
s  iagaeious  coyiette. 

Tbefe  words,  were  literally  true.  The  miniftfer  be- 
lieved ^they  were  dilated  by  vanity,  Howeyery  he 
kaflened  to  reply  to  them  by  a  flattering  coropti- 
ment* 

Tbe  firft  effort  of  her  influence  which  Catharine 
swtdewasin  favor  of  Biren,  who  experienced  fomd 
iKfficulties  on  tbe  part  o(  the  fenate  of  Mittaif.  Oa 
jcealling  the  troops  which  were  in  Pomerania,  that 
Priircefe  ga Ve  thein  orders  to  march  into^  Conriandy 
to  fuppurt  the  pretenfions  of  her  protigL  She  there 
fijnt  into  Poland  another  array,  under  the  conimand 
»f  Count  RomanzofF,  ^n  army  which  waj  fpcedily 
aKtgmented  by  the  twenty  tboufand  auxjiUariea  com- 
manded by  General  Tcbernifoheff,  under  Pruiilan 
cotoiirs, 

Dbring  the  long^  exile  of  Bireir,  the  ftates  of  Go»r- 
land/ regarding  him  as  having  forfeited,  his  title  of 
Dttkp^  bad  eiedlcd  in  his  place  Prince  Charles  of 
&xony,  the  third  fon  of' Aoguftus  III.  King  of  Po^ 
fend.     That  Prince,  fuppOfted.  by  the  credit  of  his- 
lather,  and  by  the,  wifhes  of  the  Courlanders,  {^QXtitA 
entitfed  to  bear  away  the  palm  from -3  competitor* 
whom  bis-  reputation  for  cruelty  rendered  odious. 
But  the  prcfence  of  the  Ruffian  armies  eafily  filenced 
the  good  will   which  was  cBtertained  for  the  Dukcf 
CharJcB.     Simolin,  tbe  envoy  of  Catharine,  very  Ax}n 
.  dictated  to  the  fenate  of  Mittau  the  laws  of  his  fove^ 
reign';  and  a  declaration  given  at  Mofcow  in  favour 
of  Blrcn;,  tbreatcncid  the  King  of  Poland  with  war, 
and  obliged  him  to  give  the  inyefiiture  of  Coarlaod' 
to  tlic  plunderer  of  his  fon. 

Satisfied  with  fp  much  docility,  Catharine  employ ». 
ed  her  mediation  witH  Maria-Therefa  and  with  Fre- 
derick, to  perfuadc  ^bem.  to  withdraw  thdir  troop* 
from  the  hereditaiy  ftates  of  the  King  of  Poland : 
bu't  {he  could  not  st  once  ihXxiin  thisr    The  Emprcis 
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Queen  attributed  the  blame  of  it  ta  ^}ie  K^ing^  of 
iPruflia,  who  did  not  f^I  to  throw  it  ba^ek  upoii  her. 
Happily  peace  did  x\Qt  permit  tbent  to  continue  th€& 
a<Sls  of  injufticc, 

"  Frederick,  who  had  known  for  a  long  time  of  ho^ 
jnuch  importance  the  fri^ndihip  o(  Cg^tbarine  Riight 
be,  and  who  dcfired  to  acquire  it,  was  one  of  fcef 
moft  affiduous  whecdlcrs.  He  offered  bw  the  order 
of  the^  Black  Eagle,  which  (he  accepted  with  grati- 
tude, and  with  which  (he  dworated  h^rfelf  whilftihfi 
was  flill  at  Mofcow.  Without  dOubt  this  Princcft 
had  not  forgotten  that  it  had  been  made  a  crime  in 
her^hulband  to  wear  a  Pruflian  order.  .  But  fbo 
wiflied  to  evince  to  her  fubjedls  that  fhe  was  not 
without  fome  degree  qf  confcqu.^nce  in  foreigu 
^urt$;  and  what  had  been  a  fault  in  hkn  became 
^n  her  a  trait  of  addrefs. 

Some  new  diflentions,  arofe  at  th^t  time  between 
the  court  of  Peterfburgh  apd  that  of  Copenhagen^ 
refpefling  the  adminiftration  of  Holftein.  By  a 
treaty  fecretly  concluded  thirteen  years  before  be- 
tween the  Kings  of  Denmark  and  of  Sweden,  the 
latter  had  yielded  to  the  former  his  rights  to  the  re*- 
jency  of  Holftein,  di|ring  the  minority  of  the  young 
irand-duke ;  for  the  court  of  Denmark  had  for  a. 
long  time  coveted  9  principality  which  lay  fo  conve- 
niently for  her,  and  which  flie  has  fince  acquired. 
She  beheld  with  veafation  the  return  pf  Prince  George, 
who  came  to  go^vern  there  in  thcnjime  of  Rullia, 
She  even  refufed  at  firft  to  acknowledge  his  aiitho- 
rity.  But  Catharine  threatened  :  it  was  an  obje6l  of 
dre^d  to  .fee  the  Raffian  troops  once  nipre  on  the 
road  to  Holftein*  The  Barni,(h.comwflaries  evacuat- 
ed Kehl,  and  a«  envoy  extraordiij^ry  from  Copeo-: 
hagen  arrived  at  Mofcow  to  apologize  for  the:  Kiiig 
his  mafter. 

The  courts  of  Peterfburgh  and  of  Stockholm  lived 
at  that  period  in  the  moft  perfect  intelligence.  Unit- 
ed by  tb»  ties  of  bloody  they  were  both  under  an 
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equal  nec^fdty  of  maintaining  peace,  and  Ruffia  had 
not  as  yet  given  any  premonition  of  that  enormous 
aggrandifement  of  power  by  which  {he,  feveral  years 
afterwards,  inspired  Sweden  and  her  other  neighbours 
with  terror. 

Tranquil  with  refpedl  to  the  intentions  of  the^ 
princes  of  Europe,  Catharine  could  not  be  equally 
lb  relatively  to. thofe  of  her  own' fubjedts.  She  did 
however  every  thing  which  fhe  thought  moft  calcu- 
iat«d  to  attaqh  them  to  her.  Naturally  generous, 
flie  was  ftill  more  fo  from  policy.  The  defire  of  aug- 
menting tbfc  number  of  her  creatures  rendered  her 
even  prodigal,  and  her  apprehenfions  were  the  caqfe 
of  her  ruin. 

She  carefully  habituated  herfelf  in  an  indulgence 
foreign  to  her  tiature.  She  not  only  reftored  liberty  to 
Goudowitz,  WolkofFarid  MelgounofF,  but  gave  to 
the  laft  the  command  of  a  body  of  troops,  and  to  the 
fecond  the  lieutenancy  of  the  government  of  Orem- 
burgh.     Goudowitz  refufed  to  accept  of  any  thing. 

During  the  firft  months  which  fucceeded  the 
bloody  cataflrophe  of  Peter  III.  Catharine  had  had 
but  little  time  to  open  her  eyes  to  all  the  horrors  of 
her  crime  :  but  refle6lion,  though  frequently  tardy, 
is  always  produdlive  of  remorfe ;  and  the  daring  foul 
of  this  Priticefs  could  not  ftifle  it  entirely.  Bcfides, 
confpiracies  were  inceflantly  breaking  out  Eifrefh. 
They  were  difcovered,.  they  were  prevented,  but  the 
caufes  of  them  could  not  be  annihilated.  Catharine 
felt  lb  much  the  more  the  embarraflhient  of  her  fitua- 
tion  that  (he  affedted  to  conceal  her  alarms. 

Another  of  her  fecfet  fources  of  affliction  was,  that 
fince  Gregory  OrlpfF  had  been  acknowledged  as  her 
lover,  the  men  moft  diftinguifhed  from  their  birth, 
envious  of  the  good  fortune  of  this  favourite,  or  dif- 
gufted  with  his  haughtinefs,  kept  at  a  diftance  from 
court.  Catharine  frequently  beheld  no  one  around 
her  but  viilgaf  foldiers,  who  ftrangely  abufed  the 
claims  which  they  thought  they  had  upon  her  grati- 
tude. 
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ti^dc.  It  .^as  not  their  paft  Jfervices  that  fhe  hicotfli 
penfed;  Berbaps  (he  would  have  willingly  difpenfed 
with  them :  but  (he  paid  in  advance  tnofe  which  ^ 
they  might  ftill  be  able  to  render  her ;  and  her 
bounty,  and  the  honours  (he  heaped  upon  them, 
augmented  their  infolehce  and  tlieir  avarice.  But, 
notwitbftanding,  (he  frequently  blu(hed  at  the  defe- 
rence which  (he  imagined  herfclf  obliged  td  pay 
them ;  and,  as  an  apology  for  their  faults,  (he  fr€^ 
1  quently  commended  in  them  qualities  which  they 

did  not  poflTeis  r  "  I  do  not  lead  a  comfortable  life,**^ 
faid  (he  one  day.  *^  I  know  that  the  people  who  fur- 
"  round  me  are  deftitute  of  education  ;  but  I  am  in- 
.  "  debted  to  them  for  the  (ituation  I  now  hold.  They 
'Vare  replete  with  courage  and  probity,  and  I  am 
"  very  certain  they  will  never  betray  me."  One  pirt 
of  this  declaration  could  not  poffibly  be  fincere. 
The  accomplices  of  Catharine  were  not  deificient  in 
courage;  but  as  to  their  probity.  In  what  did  it 
^  confift  ?         . 

Amongft  thefe  haughty  and  brutal  courtiers  Pa- '' 
nin  was  almoil  the  only  oi)e  who  diilinguifhed  him-' 
felf  by  poliQied  manners  and  a  mind  tolerably  well 
cultivated.     He  enjoyed,  notwitbftanding,  but  aft-' 
coiidary  degree  of  favour.^   He  always  kept  in  view 
-    the  ariftocratic   fenate  which   he   wiflied   to   make* 
*  Pejber ;  III.  .  eftabli(h,  and  feized  every  opportunity 
which  offered  of  fetting  forth  its  pretended  ad  van- * 
tages  to  thbfe  with  whom  be  converged.  Obfervingohe 
d^y  that  Catharine  feemed  to  undergo,  an  imprefliou 
of  extraordinary  terror,  he  thought  it  the  favourable 
moment  of  developing  his  projed  to  her  entirely,  and 
for  prevailing  on  her  to  adopt  it.     After  having  ex- 
aggerated, the  dangers   which  he  apprehended  on 
her  account,  and   the  difficulty   of  avoiding  thofe 
commotions  which  ialways  fuc^eed  an  ufurpation,  he 
added,  that  (he  had  neverthelcfs  one  means  of  de- 
liverance, and  of  ren.dering  bttr  throne  from  that  in- 
(lant  immoveable ;  but  that  he  much  feared  a  ftlfe  * 

delicacy  ' 


delicacy  might  prevent  ber  makings  ufe  of  luch 
ineai()8.     Catharine  eotreated  bim  to  expiam  himfelf, 
lie  immediatety  detailed  to  her  tbe  principles  of  a 
fyftein  c^  government  which  a  long  experience  of 
tbe  inconveniencies  attending  it  did  not  prevent  him 
from    admitting.    ^  The   Mufcovitifli  fovereigns^** 
added  he,  ^^  have  till  now  epjoyed  a  pow^r  unbound^ 
^'  ed  5  but  it  is  the  very  est;ent  of  that  power  which 
renders  it  dangerous  to  the  perfon  who  is  the  de- 
^'  pofitary.of  iti  iince  an  audacious^ preteiider  may 
^  evei'y  inftant  ufurp  it,  and  the  ufurper  is  above  the 
*5  reach  of  tbe  laws.     Take  my  advice.  Madam  : — 
Make  the^facrificeofan  abfolute  authority.  Create 
a  fixed  and  permanent  council  which  may  gua^ 
rantee  tbe  crown  to  you„    Declare  iblemnly  that 
"  you  renounce  for  .yourfelf  and  your  fucceiibrs  the 
power  of  depofing  at  pleafure  the  members  of  this 
?  auguft  aflembly.      Declare,  that  if  they  commit 
**  any  crime  or  .heinous  oftencc,  their  compeers  atone 
(hall  have  the  right  of  trying  and  eondemiiing 
them,  upon  exaft^nd  fevere  information..    Prom 
the  moment  yovi  adopt  fo  wife  a  meafure,  it  will 
be  forgotten  that  you  afccndcd  the  throne  by  vidh- 
lence,.  and  the  odly  idea  entertained  will  be,  that ' 
•*^  you  wifti  to  maintain  yourfelf  on  it  folely  by  the ' 
*^  execution  of  juftice." 

Catharine,  who  was  flattered  with  every  th)fig> 
novel  or  extraordinary,  deemed  this  projed  fublime, 
and  believed,  that  in  renouncing  an  arbitrary  power 
fbewas  going  at  once  to  acquire  an-  immortal  glory, 
and  to  conciliate  for  ever  the  love  of  her  fubjeifts* 
She  would  undoubtedly  have  been  in  the  right,  bad 
it  been  her  plan  to  render  them  equally  and  progref- 
liveJy  free,  and  to  give  them  a  fenate,  the  members  of 
which  were  to  have  uceo  taken  indifcriminately  firotn 
all  cl^flTes,  and  eleiSled  by  the  majority  of  fufitages. 
But  to  leave  a  whole  ntiiiion  in  the  moft  degrading^ 
the  moft  cruel  (lavery,  and  to  chufe  by  &ro|ir  a  tenate 
from  a  privileged  order^  was  not  this  replacing  one 
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nuifler  by  twenty  or  thirty.tyi^ntB  ?  And  b  not  the 

defpotlftn  iof  corps  always  more  terrible^  and .  m€>re 

immovablcj  than  that  of  individuals. 

.    However,  Catharine  ordered  Panin  to  commit  bif 

plan  to  writing  and  to  preient  it  tpbef,  «nd  (he'ext 

prdJed  herfelf  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  give  him- reirfbn 

tb  believe  (be  iritended^to  pat  it  into  execution.  Fania 

haitened  to  obey  her ;  and  the  better  to.  cnfure  fuc* 

cefs,  be  put  the  name  of  Gregory  OHoff  at  the  hea4 

of  thofe  whom  he  deftined  to  compofe  the  naw  ftf 

xiate.     The    favourite   appeared  ilattered  with  this 

mark  of  di{iin6^ion,  but  demanded  time  to  madttott^ 

upon  it;  and,  before  he  gave  Panin  his  apfivier,  cont 

fuited  BeftufbhefF,  who,  that  he  might  ftill  perfotm 

/a  part,  coniiented  to  enlighten  by  his  experience  tb^ 

man  who  was  honoured  through  the  caprice  of  the 

ibvereign.    Beftufcheff  felt  too  fenfibly  the  value  vOif 

a  power  which  he  had  fo  long  dire6):ed,  not  to  trouii-' 

bid  at  beholding  it  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  Ciatba- 

rine.     He  immediately  paid  a  vifit  bo  this  Princefi* 

/eprefqpited  to  her,  in  a  forcible  manner,  aM  the  daur 

gcr.of  the  ftepavhich  Panin  peribaded  her  to  hazard, 

find  coDJuKod  beet  not  to  expc^e  hcrfe]f  to  ai  late  te- 

fientaoce;,  by  dividing  an  authority  which  ibj&  bad 

Hoquired   with  fo  much  difficulty,    and  wbii^  ibe 

(Would  never  recover,  if  fh^  parted  with  it  for  af^ngje 

/nomenti. 

The  Emprefs  eafily. perceived  the  wifdom  of  tbe 
coanfeis  cf  the  aged  chancellor,  i^nd  promifed  ito 
foHow  them..  On  making  his  appearance  agaiu  bc^ 
for^  foer,  Panin  found. her  alre^tjy.difluaded.  Siije 
rtcndercd^jiiftice  lo,  bis  zeal,  applauded  his  under- 
jitanding,  but  ackdowiedgod  that  it  was  impoifible 
-for  her  to  profit  by  them.  The  minifter  was  fenfibly 
^uart*by-an  alteraition  fo  fudden;  OhWgid  to.difltm^ 
i)le  in  <tfhe  pretfenceof.  Catbarifie,.he  v«ated  his  ill- 
JuMBour  anibngfi  his  friends,  aixl  could  not  help^fay-- 
•ifig  to  oine  of  them,  in  coofidiog  to  bifnth^.. parti- 
culars j-7^"  If  the  Emprefs  is  <4eterm;ioed  to  tak^ 

Gi  *'  upon 
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'^  upon  heifelf  folely  the  management  of  affairs,  you 
**  will  fee  how  badly  we  (hall  govern/*  Thefe  words 
prove  that  Panin  liiiened  rather  to  his  refentment 
than  to  bis  reafon,  or  that  he  was  very  little  capable  of 
forming  a  judgment  of  Catharine. 

However,  tanin  fdon  difcovered  that  to  Beftuicheff 
alone  be  was  indebted  for  the  mifcarriage  of  his  en- 
terprize,  and  found  an  opportunity  of  avenging  hira- 
felf,  in  rendering  abortive,   in  his  turn,  a  proje^ 
which  the  ambitious  old  man  had  formed,  in  order 
to  render  bimfelf  more  neceflary.     A  witnefs  of  the 
amours  of  Catharine,  B'eftufchefF  had  known,  for  a 
long  time  paft,  that  (he  always  gave  herfelf  blindly 
up  to  them,  and  that  to  favour  the  objedt  of  her 
.paffion,  (he  was  capjtble  of  making  the  greatcft  facri- 
fices.     He  remarked  befides,  that  not  one  of  her 
former  lovers. had  everpoflefled  fo  great  an  empire 
over  her  as  Gregory  Orloff.     In  tfuth,  this  favourite 
becanie  every  day  more  dear  to  the  Emprefs.     His 
mafcultne  bieauty,  which  had  given  birth  to  the  at- 
tachment of  this  Princefs,  and  which  was  ftill  height* 
ened  by  an  air  of  confidence  and  felf-fufficiency, 
which  the  high  degree  of  favour  he  eiijoyed  could 
not  iail  to  inipire,  the  important  fervices  which  be 
had  rendered  to  Catharine,  thofe  which  it  was  ftill 
in  his  power  to  contribute,  the  fecret  claims  with 
which  the  certainty  of  beholding  her  again  a  mother, 
furniihed  him,  every  thing,  in  a  word^  fecured  the 
afcendant  of  Orloff.     Catharine^  had  endeavpured  for 
fome  time  tcr conceal  her  connediion  with  him,  under 
the  veil  of  decency  ;  but,  whether  from  theexcefs  of 
love,  or  from  policy,  (he  very  foon  laid  aiide  ail  myf- 
tery,  and  even  feemed  to  glory  in  openly  avowing 
her' attachment. 

*  It  was,  above  all,  in  the  feafts  and  the  exhibitions 
given  in  the  interim  of,  her  apartments,  that  (he 
chiefly  bani(hed.all  conftraint.  She  had  on  one  oq- 
caiion  ajflembled  a  numerous  party  at  the  repreienta- 
tion  of  a  French  tragedy,  in  which  Orloff  performed 
'  .  .^  the 
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the  principl  cbaradlerj  and,  perceiving  that.  fhe. 
was  feated  by  one  of  the  confidants  of  Poniatovviky^ 
fhe  was  at  pains,  during  the  whole  of  the  perforna- 
ance,  to  point  out  to  him  the  dignity,  the  graces^ 
the  intelle<5lual  powers  of  her  new  lover.  Afterwards, 
calling  to  mind  that  he  had  the  reputation  of  being- 
deficient  in  understanding,  and  that  (he  herfelf  had 
formerly  agreedm  that  opinion  with, this  fame.con-* 
fidant,  '(he  wifhed  to  alter  bis  fentiments  on  the  fub^ 
jc&,  and  faid  in  a  wbifpcr  :— r-^'  Truft  me,  if  Orloff 
*/  plays  the  fool,  it  is  the  better  to  divert  himfelf  at 
"  the  expenfe  of  the  courtiers.'* 

But,  to  return  to  the  proje<5l  of  BeftufcheflT.  Well 
aflured  of  the  paffion  of  the  Emprefs,  this  old  cour- 
tier gave  QrlotF  to  underftand  the  wi(h  which  ie 
had  to  fee  him  Emperor.  He  at  the  fame  time 
awakened  his  ambition  and  roufed  his  pride.  "  Gre- 
"  goriewitz,"  faid  he  to  him,  "  it  is  in  vain  that  Ca- 
"  tharine  has  given  you  her  heart,  if  Ifbe  does  not 
"  add  her  hand  to  it.  She  knows  with  what  z^al 
and  courage  you  have  ferved  her.  She  knows  to 
what  perils  you  have  expofed  yourfelf  to  invefl;  hef 
*'  with  the  fupreme  power.  S^  cannot  then  give 
you  a.fuitable  recompenlc,  but  in  making-  you  a 
partner  of  that  throne  for  which  (he  is  indeotcd  to 
you.  And,  how  ihould  Ihe  refufe  this?  Who, 
'*  better  than  you,  can  maintain  this  throne  againft 
"  the  numerous  confpirators,*  who  for  fomc  timepaft 
"  have  been  endeavouring  tp  fubvert  it  ?  Who,  rather 
"  than  you,  fhould  be  agreeable  to  this  Princefs,  un- 
"  d^r  the  double  title  of  her  lovQr  and  her  defender  ? 
*^  Yes,  undoubtedly,  ihc  idolizes  you  ;  and  1  am 
^^  fufiiciently  acquainted  With  her  to  be  convinced, 
*^  that  (he  will  do  for  you  every  thing  to  which  you 
,dare  to  pretend.  It  is  neceflary,  then,  my  dear 
Gregoriewitz,  this  day  to  take  advantage  of  the  in^ 
"  conftant  favour  of  fortune.  To-morrow,  perhaps, 
*^  it  will  be  too  late.  The  heart  of  Catharine,  of 
which  you  feem  to  be  at  prefcnt  (b  fure,  may 
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^*  change  in  an  itiftant  to  another.  Soltikoff  and 
*^  Poniatowfky  afford  proof  that  her  loves  do  not  laft 
"  for  ever.  Even  death  may  deprive  you  of  her; 
^^  and  if  you  do  not  inherit  her  power,  her  death 
*^  may  expofe  you  to  be  punifhed  for  what  you  did 
^Vm  her  behalf.    "  , 

I. -ft  J  ^1^  fehfiblc,  neverthelels,  that  it  is  not  your 
paft  to  demand  the  band 'of  the  Emprefs.  She 
^  would,  perhaps^,  oppofe  obftacles  which  delicacy 
niight  prevent  you  from  combatting.  A  refufal 
might  fubjeft  you^to  a  mutual  conftraint.  Confide, 
then,,  in  my  long  experience,  and  in  my  fricndfliip. 
I  knoit^  how  to  perfuade  the  Emprefs  herfelf  to  offer 
'you  her  crown.  I  promife  you  that  I  will  not  ha* 
z^rd  a  fingle  propofition  to  which  I  am  hot  fully 
afliired  fhe  will  accede  ;  but,  promife  ryie  on  your 
part,  that  you  will  allow  me  to  aft  alone,  and  that 
ybu  will  even  feign  ignorance  of  the  fteps  I  am 
taking." 

'  -0rloff  had  liftened  to  the  old  chancellor  with  the 
grcateft  attention.  Prefumptuous  and  volatile,  he 
imagined  himfelf  for  a  moment  on  the  throne  of  the 
Czars  ;  and  throwing  himfelf  into  the  arms  of  Bef- 
tufcheff,  promifed  him  every  thing  he  defired. 

Beflufcheff  being  with  the  Emprefs  the  fame  day, 
artfully  founded  her  fefpefting  the  marriage  \vhich 
he  wimed  her  to  c6ntra6l ;  and  (lie  appeared  to  him 
fo  much  the  mdre  difpofed  to  form  this  conne<3:f6n, 
as  (he  was  then  in  a  fituation  well  calculated  to  make 
her  defirpus  of  it.  She  faid,  however,'  to  the  cban- 
cellor  that,  whatever  inclination  fhe  had  to  efpoufe 
l\ev  lover,  fhe  would  never  rcfolve  upon  it,  if  that 
alliance  was  to  meet  witR^any  impediments  ;  and  (he 
acknowledged,  that  after  maturely  reflefting  upon 
It,  (he  did  not  fee  how  it  was  poffiblctoform  it  with* 
out  exciting  a  revolt  throughout  the  empire. 

ThQ  chancellor  took  upon   himfelf  to   find  the 
means.    He  compofed,  in  the  name  of  theRullRan  * 
natfen,  d  very  artfirf  requeft,  in  which,  after  a  pom- 
*  ^       \  poys 
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paus  eulogy  on  all  that  the  Emprefs  had  undertake!^ 
fqr  the  glorv  and  the  happinefs.  of  her  people,  he; 
pointed  out  the  iickly  conftitution  of*  young  Paqi 
Petrowitz,  and  the  frequent  uneafinefs  which,,  the 
ftate  of  his  health  occafioned  ;  and  conjured  .Catha- 
rine to  giye  to  th6  empire  a  frefh  proof  pf  h^r  aifFec- 
tion^  by  facrificing  her  own  liberty  and  aflumjqg  a. 
confort.-  ,  '    . ; 

,  To  conceal  his^  real  intentions .  from  thofe  who? 
might  be  fubferyient  to  them,  Beftuljbheff  began  by 
propofing  Prince  Ivan,  well  knowing  that  all  tlioie  . 
who  might  fign  theTequcft,  would  rejedl  that  unfor-, 
tunatc  young  man.  At  the  fame  tilm0^  Catharine, 
who  direded  the  old  courtier,  wifliing  to  have  the 
air  of  approving  that  propofition,  and  ,always  appre- 
benfive  that  Ivan  might  be  al]*  at  once  rele^jfed  from 
his  prifon  and  crowned,  ordered  him  to  be  transferred 
from  the  caftle  of  Schlufielburgh  to  a  convent,  near 
Archangel,  where,  as  if  with  a  defign  to  make  him 
feel  more  fenfiWy  the  calamity  which  aiwr^ited,  him, 
he  was  treated  for  fome  time  with  all  the  honours  due 
to  his  rank :  but  he  was  foon  after  in  thetnbft  private 
manner  re-cpnveyed  to  Schlufielburgh. 

That  whix^h  the  old  chancellor  had  forefeen  did 
pot  fail  to  take  place.  When  he  prjpfented  the  requeft 
to  the  clergy,  twelve. bifhopSy  gained  before  hand, 
haftened  to  fign  it,  under  a  fpecification  that  Catha- 
rine (hould  not  efpoufe  Prince  Jvan,  becaufe  he  might 
pqnifh  her  for  her  benefits,  and  pretend  that  to  his 
own  rights  alone  he  was  indebted  for  the  t|]rone^ 
They  requeftcd  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  Emprefs 
would  herfelf  deign  to  cbufe  amongft  her  .fubjc6ts 
that  perfou  whom  ihe  thought  the  moft  worthy  to. be 
a  partaker  of  her  throne.         . .  *        ^ 

A  very  confider^l^le  number  of.  general   officers 

adhered  to  the  fentimcnts  of  the  bifhops.  Had  it  not 

been  for  thcaddrcfs  of  Panin,  and  the  courage  of  the  ^ 

hetman   Kyrille   RazoumofFsky,  and  of  chancellor 

*  WolOnzofF.  the  artifice  of  BeftufchefF  would  have 

..      .       -  Q  3  fucceeded. 
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fuccceded,  and  the  grandfbn  of  a  flrclitE,  efcaped 
frotp  the  a%e,  would  hrfVe  been  the  Emperor,  of  all 
theRuflias. 

Panin  perfuaded  RazoumofFsky  and  WoronzofFtd 
feptefent  to  Catharine  all  that  was  humiliating  and 
dangerous  in  the  proje6ted  union.  The  hetman  fpoke 
to  her  with  the  bluntnefs  of  his  character,  and  the 
authority  which  his  fortune  and  his  fcrvices  gave  him. 
WdronzoiF,  throwing  hi'mfelf  ather  feet^  fupplicated 
her  not  to  enter  into  a  marriage  which  was  pregnant 
with  the  greateft  misfortunes.  His  reprefent^tions 
were,  extremely  intrepid,  and  difpkyed  in  feim  a 
fimnefs  of  which  he  was  not  believed  to  be  capable. 
•But  Catharine,  who  was  never  embarrafled,  af- 
fected the  utmoft  furprife  ;  and,  after  having  made 
her  acknowledgments  for  the  friendfhip  of  Razou- 
ynofFsky,  iand  commended  the  noble  courage  of  Wo- 
ronzoft,  fhe  protefted  : — "  That  the  idea  of  the  mar- 
*^  riage  whicn  th^  apprehended,  had  never  prcfcnted 
5*  itfelf^  to  her  mind  ;  that  it  was  certainly  without 
*'  her  knowjedgean  intrigue  fo  odious  had  been  car- 
*'  ried  on^  and  that  as  BcitufchefF  was  the  author  of 
^^  it,  (he  fbould  bring  him  to  punifhment  for  it." 
However,  fhe  was  careful  not  to  fhew  any  mark  of 
difpleafure  to  an  rtd  man  who,  in  concert  with  her- 
felf,  had  only  fought  to  gratify  her  inclinations,  and 
whom  fhe  believed  it  was  ftill  of  importance  for  her 
to  treat  with  kindnefs, 

BeftufchefF  beheld,  then,  his  project  fall  to  the  . 
ground,  without  finding  that  his  credit  appeared  in 
any  degree  fhaken  by  it.  On  the  contrary,  he  role 
every  day  in  the  good  graces  of  the  Emprefs  and  of 
the  favourite,  whereas  WoronzofFmet  with  coldnefs 
only.  Well  aflured  from  this,  that  too  nmch  zeal 
for  the  glory  of  Catharine  was  not  always  the  means 
of  gairiing  her  favour,  and  that  his  difgrace  was  al- 
ready refolved  upon,  WoronzoiF  was  eager  to  pre- 
vent a  forced  retreat  by.  a  voluntary  exile.  He  gave 
out  that  bis  health  was  impaired  by  thelabourfe  of 

••■-    '     •'     •■  *  "\'  the 
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the  cabinet ;  and  uDder  pretext  of  re-«ftabliflung  it, 
requefted  permiliion  to  travel  for  two  years  in  foreiga 
countries.  The  Emprei^,  whom  his  prefence  laid 
under  r^eftraint^  granted  him  this  permiflion  with  a 
fecret  jc^ ;  (he,  however,  feigned  the  utmoft  regret , 
at  parting  with  him.  She  exprefied  towards  him,  in 
public,  the  utmoft  efteem  aiid  good,  will,  and  en^ 
treated  him  aloud  to  haflen  his  return  to  re-aflurtie 
his  minifterial  fundlions,  which  he  had  difcharged, 
fhe  added,  with  fo  much  benefit  to  the  empire. 

However,  the  apprehenfion  of  feeing  Catharine 
efpoufe  the  audacious  wretch  who  bad  alfified  in 
precipitating  her  unfortunate  hufband  from  the 
throne,  occalioned  violent  murmurs.  Several  unfuc- 
cefsful  conipiracies  were  formed  againft  her  and  her 
favourite.  One  only  was  once  upon  the  point  of 
being  carried  into  efFedl.  A  guard  kept  watch  at 
the 'door  of  OrlofF,  as  at  that  of  the  *  Emprefs.  -  One 
of  the  fentinels  was  gamed  over,  who  promifed  to 
deliver  him,  when  afleep,  to  three  ot  the  confpirators. 
But  the  right  hour  had  been  mifmiderflood ;  and 
when  the- confpirators  prefented  themfelves,  the  fen- 
tinel  who  was  to  have  feconded  them,  was  already 
relieved  by  another.  This  other,  furprized  at  feeing 
thefe  men,  demanding  entrance  into  the  apartment 
of  OrlofF,  mifed  an  alarm  which  colle<9:ed  the;  reft  of 
the  guard.  The  confpirators  bad  only  time  to  mSike 
their  efcape  under  favour  of  the  uniform  which  rth^y 
•wore.  '  .-..  ,■•'.' 

This  commotion  fpreadan  alarm  through  tbc;  pa- 
lace. Catharine  was  awakened.  She  believed  that 
her  life  (vas  no  longer  in.fafety  in  Mofcow,  and 
haftened  to  quit  that  city '  and  to  return  to  Peterf- 
burgh.  The  day  of  her  departure  was  fignalized  by 
the  tranfports  of  an  outrageous  joy,  even  by  an  ex- 
cefs  of  fury.  Her  portrait  had  been  placed  upon  a 
triumphal  arch,  in  the  great  fquare  of  Mofcow ;  the 
people  tore  it  down,  and  broke  it  in  pieces*  after  hav- 
ing dragged  it  through  the  dirt. 

Q  4  Catharine 
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Cathfei^ric  arrived  kt  Pcterfburgh  the;  tfay.trf"  the 
annivetfary  !of  hcr^cctfEpn/to  the  throne..  Knowing 
ivell,  that  in  ordftrto  thaintain  an  afcehdant  orer the 
mind*  of  thfe  comunou  people  it  is  ncoeffiiry:  frequently 
to  d^^zzte  tbdr  eye^y  flie  fpared  nothing  to  render  iw^r 
entmnce  nwgnificifiMit.  Her  carriage  was  fDreceded 
by  all  the  feginlents  df  guards^  and  accompanied  by 
thofe  of  tl>e  foreign  mifiiftef^,  and  of  the  numemus 
0aUTtiel^)  ^hom  ambitioti  .and  vanity  altracftied  into 
her  tmioif  This  pomp  had  not,  hDWcver,^  the  effeft 
^\mh  .Catharine  expeftcd  from  it.  It  exciti^d  kfto- 
lii(hment  rather  than  joy,  and  only  ferved  ito  irritate 
ftill  further  thofe  raindfe  which  had  been  inxjenfed  by 
her  tvhb  d!fp%xd  it.  The  number  of  malecoBteiits 
incr^afcd.  Confpiracies  niuUipUed,  and  became  more 
dangerous  from  the  refpedtablc  names  aflhciated  in 
thein.  Amoi^ft  the  enfcmies  of  Catharine  were  piib* 
iisly  reck<n5ed  the  moft  powerful  pcrfohages  xd  the 
Empire,  ahd  even  thofe  who  bad  been  moft*  fervice-^ 
dbie  to  hen  iThehetman  RczoumofFsky,  Coirtt 
t*a*3in  and  his  brewer  were  of  this  number,  end  it 
appfeared  certain,  that  if  tbefe  different  ocwafpiratOTS 
coiUd  hav6  caft  their  eyes  ion  a  prince  worthy  of 
^niti^g  their  views,  Catharine  would  have  loft  the 
cfOWfi.  Bat  one  party  wiChed  to  eherate  the  Grand- 
duke  Paul  Petrowitz;  to  the  throncj  another  had  a 
defif !& t6  tecal  the  unfortunate  fvan.  All  embarrafled, 
^il  ui&certaifiy  they  eqiteUy  forn>ed  the  .prajcdl  <rf  de- 
throning the  Emprefs,  without  agreeing  upon  the 
perfoti  whom  they  were  to'chufe  for  her  ftarceflbr. 

Caitharinte,  fecretly  advertised  of  the  defigrt  of  Pa- 
fein  and  Ria^oiamoftsky,  was  at  one  period  <m  the 
point  of  Ordering  therti  to  b^  arrefted^  butihe  pof- 
fefled  only  uncertain  ipdicationg^,  ferfpicicns  tvbich 
might  deceive  her,  attd  (he  was  fenfibte  that  bvi  a 
rigdraY.  perhaps  mifpladed^  towards  men  vtty  highly 
'refpe.6l?cd,  flie  might  run  the  riflf^of  occiitiofiiTig  a~ 
general  infutredion,    Sihe  therefofp  rerfblved  to  wadke 

.■•>.'.   ;  .  ^   'ufe  ' 
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ufe  of  ftratagem,  k  inethod  which  had  been  fo  fre- 
quently ferviceable  to  her.  .  *  • 
Altbougb  fhortly  after  the  revolution  which  had . 
placed,  her  on  th,e  throne,  (be  had  repaid  witli  the 
utmoft  ingratitude  the  dcvotednefs  and  the  courage 
of  Princefs  d'AfchkofF,  and  though  even  aft^r  ihe 
'  bad  been  obliged  to  tccaJ  her  to  court,  (he  treated 
her  with  a  great  degree  of  coklnefs,  flie  pretended 
all. at  once  a  wifti  to  reftore  her  to  confidence.  She 
had  no  doubt  that  Priiicefs  d'Afchkoff  was  an  ^ac-* 
cofnplice  in  the  confpiracies  which  her  ancient  friends 
were  forming.  She  knew  her  to  be  of  an  obflipate 
difpofition,  but  {he  likewifc  knew  her  to  be  poflefled 
of  confiderable  vivacity  and  imprudence^  -  She  was 
iniiopes,  therefore,  of  drawing  fome  aMifeffionjs  froia 
her  which  might  clear  up  her  doubts.  She  wrote  her 
a  very  longjetter,  in  which^  after  having  lavifhed  ptt 
her  the^lnoft  tender  appellations,  the  mod  ad^^ati- 
tageous  promifes,  ^nd  all  the  flatteries  beft  caicu- 
lated  to  feduco  her,  fhe  conjured  her  in  the.name  of 
their  ancient  friendfliip,  to  reveal  to  her  all  fhe  knew 
of  the  recent  confpiracies^  alTuring  her  at  the  fame 
time,  that  fte  would  grants  pardon  to  all  thofe  who 
were  concerned  in  them.  Ttie  Princefs  d'Aichkofll 
jncenfed  to  find  that  Catharine  imagined  (he  could 
make  her  tbeinftrum.ent  of  her  vengeance  as  Ihe  bad 
been  that.of  her  ambition,  replied  in  only  folir  lines 
to  the  four  pages  of  the  Emprefe:  This  was  her  re- 
ply :-— "  Madam,  I  have  heafd  nqthing ;  but  if  I  had, 
"  I  fhouid  be  very  careful  not  to  utter  it/  What  dp 
you  require  of  iije?  Tl^^t  I  fhouid  expire  upon  the 
fcafFald  ?  I  am  ready  to  mjount  itT'  •  .j 
Aftonifhcd  at  fo  much  b^l^ghtinefs,  and  hopdefs 
of  vanquidiing  her,  CatbArine  endeavoured  to  attach 
to  her  thofc  whom  (he  dufft  not  punifli.  Somf^ 
fubordinate  conspirators,  who  had  been  arrefted,  and 
who  perfifted  in  maititaiining  filence  with  regard  tq 
their  accomplices,  were  e^^iJed  to  Siberia :  but  the 

Pan  ins 
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Pantns  and  RazoumofFsky  received  feveral  new  marks 
of  favour. 

However,  as  confpiracies  were  incefl&ntly  renewed, 
and  as  the  clemency  fhpwn  to  the  culprits  Teamed  to 
harden  them  in  their  criminality, .  Catharine  declared 
that  in  future  (he  would  no  longer  conform  to  the 
edift  by  whicji  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth  had  promiied 
not  to  allow  any  criminal  to  be  put  to  death.  She 
believed  that  unfortunately  the  Ruffiaps  would  not 
be  reftraincd  but  by  the  dread  of  punifhment.  She 
diic6vered  afterwards  that  this  afi^reheniion  was  not 
.a  fuifictcnt  reftraint  upon  them.  Ought  fjie  not 
likewife  to  have  pdrceivcd,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
the  only  method  of  diminifliing  the  number  of  cri- 
minals, is  to  diiFufe  inftru6tion,  to  eftablifti  folemnly 
the  principles  of  good  morals,  and  to  honour  thofe 
urho  put  them  in  pra6licc  ?  Many  laws  have  been 
made  for  punifhing  crimes  ;  inftitutions  in  favour  o( 
virtue  have  been  too  much  ncgledled. 

Catharine  did  not  appear  to  be  very  fcnfible  of  the 
advantage  arifing  from  fuch  inftitutions,  but  fhe  ne- 
gfedled  nothing  which  feemed  at  all  calculated  to 
contribute  to  the  profperity  of  her  empire.  At  the 
very  moment  when  ftie  had  the  m'oft  powerful  reafons 
to  be  apprehenfive  for  her  perfonal  fafety, ,  (he  occu- 
|Med  herfelf  in  the  details  of  government  with  as 
much  affiduity  and  cahnnefs  as  if  fhe  had  been  to 
reign  for  ever.  She  founded  hofpjtals  ;  fhe  encou- 
raged commerce  and  induftry  ;  (he  caufed  new  vef- 
iel*  to  be  put  upon  the  (locks.  Perceiving  with  pain 
that  the  population  of  her  ftates  was  by  no  means 
proportioned  to  their  vaft  extent,  and  that  the  lands 
of  her  moft  feitile  provinces  produced  but  meagre 
harvcfts,  from  a  deficiency  of  labourers,  Ihe  publifh- 
ed  a  declaration,  inviting  all  foreign^s  to  come  and 
fettle  in  Ruffia.  She  promifed  tbcm  confidei*able, 
advantages,  and  efpecially  the  free  exercife  of  their 
rdigioD^   with  thq  liberty  of  quitting  the  country 
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when  tbey  wilbed  it,  and  of  carrying  with  them  the 
pmperty  which  tbey  might  have  acquired,  on  con* 
dition  of  their  leaving  a  certain  portion  to  thotrea* 
fnry.  It  was  of  very  little  confequence,  undoubtedly, 
tb'this  Princefs,  that  thofe  who  ihould  come.to  fettle 
in'  her  4lates  were  of  a  different  religion  from  her's, 
provided  they  approved  themfelves  intelligent  cuiti-* 
vators,  laboriod'S  manufa6lurers,  and  peaceable  citi- 
zens. As  to  the  riches  which  fhe  infpired  them  with 
the  hope  of  carrying  away,  (he  knew  very  well  that 
moft  men  who  have  made  eflabUfhments  in  a  coun-^ 
try,  attach  themfelves  to  thofe  eftabliihments,  in 
proportion  to  their  importance,  and  have  but  rarely 
.  the  f:ef6lution  to  quit  them. 

Although  Poniatowlky  could  not.be  ignorant  that 
OrlofF  h^d  •  been  long  the  preferred  ,  lover  of  Catha- 
rine, he  attempted  ftill  to  re-kindle,  by  his  letters, 
the  paflion  with  -which  he  had  formerly  infpired  this 
Princess,  In  hopes  that,  perhaps,  bis  prefencc  might 
enfure  him  a  triumph  over  his  rival,  he  fupplieated 
the  Kmprefe  to  permit  him  to  come  to  Peteriburgh  in 
the  moft  private  manner.  But  his  felicitations  were  . 
ineffectual.  Catharine  knew  too  well  what  fhe  had 
to  apprehend  from  the  violence  of  Orloff,  to  confent 
to  a  journey  which  could  hot  fail  of  being  difcovered. 
She  therefore  ceafed  to  diflemble  with  the  Polonefe ; 
but  in .  acknowledging  that  (he  no  longer  .felt  any 
love  for  him,  flie  afTured  him  of  her  coniftant  friends 
fhip,  and  promifed*  to  give  him  proofs  of  it  on  every 
occaiion  which  prefented  itfelf  She  was  not  flow, 
as  fa^ls  evinced,  in  realizing  this  promife. 

During  a  part  of  this  year,  Catharine  ktpt  herfclf 
generally  fhut  up  in  her  palace.  She  even  Aole  dway 
tbmetimes  frofti  her  court  to  make  little  excurfions 
to  thofe  of  her  pleafure<-houfes,  which  were  leaft  fre- 
quented, and  whither  ihe  was  accompanied  only  by 
two  or  three  faithful  confidants^  Although  it  feemed 
to  her  a  matter  of  indifference  that  her  connedlions 
V^ith  Orloff  were  known^  fhe  wifhed  however  to  con- 

ccad 


ceal  that  (he  was  pregnant ;  and  pretending  an  padii^ 
pofitiofi^  that  (he  might  not  have  to  9ppt9^  for  fome 
days^ibrought  into  the  worM  a  child,  which,. Ibnr>e 
peribtis  fay  waj<  a  daugliter,  and  others^  th|t  Bob* 
rinlky  whofe  condu^  Sas  ib  ill  repaid  her  for  .the 
danger  to  which  Ihe  esiipofed  herfeif  on  h\%  account. 

Scarcely  'was  Catharine  delivered  of  her  burd€)Q> 
than  the  intereft  of  her  ancient  lover,  or  rather  po^ 
licy,,  attradled  her  regards  toward  Poland.  %hi? 
I^riigdom  bad  felt  for  fon>e  time  paft  the  influence  of 
Kii^a,  and* that  influence  was  fo  moch  the  mCH*^ 
powerful  under  Catharine,  that  independebtly  of  the 
army  of  Roman zoff,  encamped  upon  the  banks  <^ 
the  Viftula,  fifty  thoufaqd  men  wei-c  in  different  di- 
viflons,  in  Livonia,  Efibonia,  and  Courland.  .  Au- 
guftus  III.  exhaufted  ftill  more  by  his  clebaiocheriei^ 
tban  by  the  vexation  which  he  had  fuffered  from. the 
invnflon  of  Saxony,  could  not  be  far  from  the  termi*- 
nation  of  his.  days.  Ail  thoJie.:wbQ>  had  any  pretenn 
jGoflS  to  be  his  fucCefibrs,  began  to  put  theitjfelYps  in 
motion,  and  the  court  of  Peterfbtirgh  was  the  centre 
of  their  intrigues.  The  hai^ghty  Catharine  could 
not  but  be  flattered  to  behoW.  jberfelf  the  arbiftrefs 
of  her  ambitious  rivals*  Btit  whilft  (be  amufc^d  her*- 
fclf  with  keeping  up  their  divifigns  and  their  hopes^ 
ihc  had  ftcretly  adopted  her  refolution.  It  was  ne- 
1?e(Jary  for  her  to  have  a  king  with  whofe  feeble  cha- 
ra^er  atKi  fervile  fubmifiion  (he  was  w^l  ac([}uainted : 
She  made  choice  of 'Poniatowlky. 

Poland,  which  has  fometimes  performed  (o  hriU 
Kant  a  part  on  the  theatre^  of  Europe,  ^and  which, 
from  the  extent  of  her  territory,  the  fertility,  of.  her 
ibil,  the  underftanding  and  tbecQuragQ  of  her  inha^ 
bitants,  fecmed  to  have  a  title  to  acquire  ftiH  greater 
ponfeqaence,«bas  loft  by  the  vice^  of  her  government 
a  part  of  the  advantages  which  ,(he  d^rivfd  from 
nature.  .  '  ; 

It  is  not  unimpoirtant  to  call  to  remembrance,  in 
this  piace>  the  fiate  of  this  rich  and  Unfortunate  coun- 
try. 
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tty;  which  wc  Ihfill  beht)M  more  than  once  exciting 
the  ambition  of  Catharine,  and  which  fhe  has  Ach*-, 
lated  (otB,  long  time,  the  better  to  prepare  it  larin- 
v^fionu'  ' 

The  hiftory  of  Poland,  like  that  of  almoft  all  the 
other  countries  of  Europe,  goes  back  to  an  iepocha 
fufficiehtly  remote  to  be  replete  with  uncertaintjri 
The  utmoft  that  we  know  is,  that  Pokucl  was  for- 
merly governed  by  a  race  of  kings  whofe  power  was . 
almoft  abfolute.  To  this  race  fucceeded  the  Piafis, 
who,  it  is  believed,  we^e  ele<SHve ;  but  wlm  long 
preferved  the  crown  in  their  family.  The  kingdoms 
was  frequently  in  commotion  from  the  pretenlions  o£ 
the  nobles  who  formed  a  body  againft  the  monai'cif, 
and  oppofed  a  power  to  him  which  equalled  bis 
own*  ' 

One  of  the  laft  kings  of  the  race  of  the  Fiafts, 
Cafimir,  furnamed  the  Great,  or  the  father  of  the 
pea(antry,  reprefled  the  dangerous  and  always  tur- 
bulent authority  of  the  grandees,  by  railing  tfcem 
13 umerous  rivals  amon^  the  iri^srior  nobility,  to 
wliom  he  granted  divers  privileges.  But  whatever 
might  be  this  Prince's  love  6{  juftice,  iiid  wljatever 
intereft  he  might  take  in  the  wretched  pealantry,  it 
was  never  in  his  power  to  ameliorate  the  barbarous 
condition  to  which  they  were  condemned  in  Poland. 

Louis  of  Hungary,  the  nephew  and  fucceflpr  of 
Cafimir,  couluvnot  profit  by  the  advantages  Which 
that  monarch  had  acquired,    becaufe  in  beftowliig 
the  crown  upon  Him,  the  PoUlli  noblefle  obliged  him 
to   fubfcribe  to  Burthenfobe  conditibns.     On   the 
death  of  Eduis,  Who  left  no  male  heirv  that  turbftleiit 
noblel^  offered  the  throne  to    Ladifl^as'Jagellon, . 
Duke  of  Lithuania,  and  impbfed  on  him  the  iHm 
conditions  as  they  had  dotle  iipon   Lou?s,   '  One  of 
thefe  conditions  was,  not  to  impofe  taxes  without 
confent  of  the  diets.     His  fuceeflbrs  were,  as  w*ell  as 
iimfelf,  incedantly  obliged  to  make  new  facHfices,  iti 
order  to  procure  the  money  for  which  they  had  odta- , 
'       •'    .  •     Con; 
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iion ;  and  fihally,  they  forced  Siglfmqod- Augufius 
to  acknowledge,  that  upon  his  death  the  throne 
ihouM  become  abfoluleiy  eledlive.  This  Prince,  who 
had  no  fon,  confented  without  difficulty  to  make  a 
declaration  by  which  he  purchafed  to  himfelf  repofe. 
A  fhort  time  after,  a  charter  was  drawn  op,  which 
became  the  bafis  and  the  guarantee  of  this  priyilegc 
The  four  principd  articles  of  the  charter  were : 

111.  Th^t  the  crown  fhould  be  ele6live,  and  that 
the  King  (hould  never  have  it  in  his  power  to  give  it 
to  a  fuccefibr  during  his  life-time. 

id.  That  general  diets  fhould  be  aflembled  every 
two  years. 

3d.  That  all  the  Polifh  nobility  (hould  have  the 
right  of  fufFrage  in  the  eletStion  of  a  king. 

4th.  That  if  the  king  fhould  take  upon  him  to 
infringe  the  laws,  and  undervalue  the  privileges  of 
the  nation,  the  fubje6ls  fhould  be  abfolved  from  their 
oath  of  fidelity. 

The  privileges  guaranteed  by  this  charter  were  fiill 
further  extended,  and  all  the  fucceflbrs  of  Sigifmund- 
Auguftus  down  to  Staniflaus  Poniatowfky  inclufively, 
have  only  been  eledled  onfwearing  to  maintain  them. 
Could  lefs  then  be  expelled  from  Princes  who^  re- ' 
ceived  the  crown  as  a  mark,  of  favour,  and  who,  if 
they  had  not  accepted  it  on  thefe  conditions,  wouI<^ 
h^ve  been  excluded,  to  makfe  way  for  a  competitor 
Jefs  difficult  ?  The  more  that  the  nobility  aggran- 
dized their  power  the  more  they,  abufed  it.  Not 
contented  with  freely  giving  their  fufFrages,  they 
made  traffic  of  them.  Henry  of  Valois  was.  thc;  firfl- 
who  purchafed  by  dint  of  gold  and  of  promifes  the 
throne  of  the  Jagellons,  a  method  which  has  finca 
then  yielded  only  to  the  terror  of  arms. 

On  each  acceffion  to  the  throne  the  nobleffe 
ufurped  fomc  new  privilege.  Under  the  reign  of 
John  Cafiiivir  was  created  the  libenitn  vr.to^  that  right 
given  to  each  nobleman  to  put  a  ftop  alone,  to  the  de- 
purations of  a  whole  di^t^  and  to  diflblvc  it  at  thie 

pleafure 
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plisafure  of  individual  caprice ;  a  right  which  has  been 
one  of  the  pi-infcipal  fources  of  the  dilbrders,  of  the 
anarchy,  and  of  the  total  deftrudlion  of  Poland* 

But  when  we  behold  that  every,  gentleman  was  in 
pofleflion  of  a  power  lb  extenfive,  we  may  forma 
judgment  of  that  which  was  enjoyed  by  the  Palatines, 
the  firperior  officers,  and  all  the  rich  Poles  in  gene- 
ral. Sometimes  t^heyraifed  regiments  independently 
of  the  authority  of  the  King ;  fometimes  they  formed 
confederacies  which,  under  pretext  of  defending  the 
liiv^s,  diflcminated  difturbance  and  revolt,  and,  un- 
der the  name  of  liberty,  exercifed  the  mod  abfurd 
tyranny. 

Such  are  the  Pblifli  nobles,  whofc  blind  ambition, 
during  three  htindred  years,  has  by  degrees  com- 
pleted the  ruin  of  their  ccltmtry.  Tl^at  nation,  na- 
turally brave,  which  frequently  vanquifbed  the  Ot- 
tomans, and  which  gave  laws  to  Pruffia  and  to  Ruf- 
(ia,  has  not  been  able,  fince  the  commencement  of 
thefe  difientions,  to  refift  one  of  the  armies  which 
have  attacked  her.  The  Kings  of  Sweden,  Charles- 
Guftavus  and  Charles-XII.  have  conquered  her  in 
their  turns;  and  from  the  moment  that  the  Ruffians 
have  had  it  in  their  power  to  oppofe  difciplijied  troops? 
'to  her  brilliant  and  licentious^oy^^o///^,  they  have  be- 
held themfelvcs  fo  much  her  matters  as  toimpofe  laws 
upon  her. 

Nevcrthelcfs,  thefe  Polanders  who  called  them- 
felvcs fo  free,  were  they  fo  in  reality,  even  when  they 
exercifed  thisboafted  right  of  eleiSing  their  kings? 
The  age  in  which  we  live  has  feveral  times  fcen  the 
contrary,  and  one  of  the  men  beft  acquainted  with 
their  hiftory,  has  challenged  them  to  find  in  it  two 
examples  of  a  free  ele(SlioYi. 

There  are  few  of  the  great  powers  of  Europe  who 
have  not  had  in  a  greater  or  Icfs  degree  an  influence 
over  thefe  elecfttons;  but^  for  more  than  fifty  years^ 
Ruffia  is  the  only  one  which  has  ii:  reality  had  tho 
diredlionof  them.  ;^ 

.     .  Such 
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Such  was  <:be  fituation  of  Pdand  when  the  death 
of  Augiiftus  III.  revived  the  cabals  of  pretenders  to 
the  thro|ic.  and  fiirnifhed  Catharine  with  the  means^ 
©F  difplayirtg  all  the  afccndant  of  her  policy*  That 
Princefs,  whom  the  courts  of  Vienna  aad:of  yerfaillei* 
wifhed  to  detach  from  Pruffia,  began  by  artfully  ob- 
taining from  thele  courts  a  promife  that  they  would 
not  take  any  part  in  the  atfairs  of  Poland.  The  Mar-* 
qai&  de  Paiximy,  ambafiador  from  France  to  Warfaw ; 
declared  to  the*  diet,  that  Louis  XV,.  would  not  inter- 
meddle^ in  the  leaft  degree,- in  the  eledion  of  the 
WW  king;  and  in  a  (hort  time  the  Count  de  Bercy 
made  the  fame  declaration  in  the  name  of  Maria- 
Therefa* 

However,  the  promife  of  thcfe  two  courts  was  not 
fiifficicRt  for  Catharine,  ^fehe  likewife  wifhed  to  be 
fecure  of  not  meeting  With  any  oppofition  from' that 
of  Berlin;  (lie  fucceeded  in  this.  Frederick  had  for 
a  long  time  folicited  her  to  fign  a  defenfive  treaty  of 
alliance,  and  (be  had  herfelf  fo  much  the  more  incli-r 
nation  to  agree  to  this,  that  flie  employed  greater  ar- 
tifice to  make  him  delire  it.  Imagining,  therefore, 
tha;t  .the  delays  flie  made  to  the  fignature  of  this' 
treaty  arofe  merely  from  her  averfion  to  a  minifter 
who  had  been  the  tiiend  of  her  hufband,  the  Proffian 
'monarch  made  choice  of  a  plenipotentiary  who,  of  ne* 
ceffit}^  could  not  fail  of  being  more  agreeable  to  this 
Princefs  r  he  fent  to  Peterfturgh  the  Count  de  Solms, 
married  to  a  PrinccJs  of  Anhalt-Bernburgh,  coufin- 
g:er\nan  of  Catharine.  Solms  met  with  a  favourabte 
ireception  from  the  Emprcfs,  and  ht;  very  foon  con- 
cluded with  her,  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Pruffia^ 
a  defenfive  trdaty  of  alliance,  which  was  to  laft*  eight 
years.  The  two  powers  reciprocally  guarantee^  their 
poilciHons,  -and  bound  tbemfelves  not  to  makjep6*^ce 
pr  true©  without  mutLm}  confent.  They  [promifed 
Ibefides  to  each  other,  in  cafe  of  war,  an  aid  of  a  corps 
of' ten  tboufand  infantry  and  two  thousand  horfe. 
But  a  fecret  article  ftipuj^ted,  that  if  the  .EmplPefs 
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fliouM  be  attacked  on  the  fide  of  the  Krimea,  or  the 
King  of  Prufliaon.thc  (ide  of  the  Rhine,  the  ajd  of 
troops. (hould  be  compenfated  by  a  fublidy  of  four 
hundred  thoufarid  roubles,  or  four  hundred  and  four- 
Icore.thoufand  Pruffian  crowns. 

Frederick,  whom  difputes  with  Auflria,  and  his 
projedls  of  aggrandifement,  infpired  inceflantly  with 
the.prcfagesof  a  new  war,  flattered  himfelf  that  the 
caufeofthe  fubfidies  would  be  advantageous  to  him. 
But  time  has  fhewn  that,  in  contradling  this  engage- 
ment, Catharine  well  underftood  how  to  turn  it  to 
her  own  profit. 

The  treaty  contained  another  fecret  article  relative 
to  Poland.     It  is  as  follows: 

*^  As  it  is  for  the  intereft  of  his  Majelty  the 
^^  King  of  Prufiia,  and  of  her  Majcfty  the  Emprefs 
**  of  all  the  Rufllas,  to, employ  all  their  attention 
"and  all  their  efforts  in  order  that  the  republic 
*^  of  Poland  may  be  maintained  in  her  liate  of 
"  free^  cle6tion,  and  that  no  pcrfon  whatever  may 
be  permitted  to  render  the  faid  kingdom  heredi- 
tary in  his  family,  or  lYiakc  himfelf  abfolute  there, 
his  Majcfty  the  King  of  Pruffia  and  her  Imperial 
Majcfty  have  promifcd,  and  have  mutually  en- 
gr^'ed  in  the  moft  pofttivc  manner,  by  this  fecret 
"  article,  not  only  to  prohibit  fuch  pcrfon,  whoever 
"  be  may  be,  to  attempt' to  dcprix^e  the  republic  of 
*^  her  fight  of  free  e}c(5iion,  to  render  the  kitigdom 
"  hereditary,  or  to  make  himfelf  abfolute,  in  every' 
cafe  in  which  this  might  hnppcn  ;  but  flill  further 
to  prevent,  and  to  annihilate  ^)y  every  means  pof- 
fiblc,  and  \yith  on^c  common  accord,  the  views  and 
the  defigns  which  might  tend  to  this  conclufion, 
^^as  foon  as  thcv  fliall  be  difcovered,  and  even  to 
*'  have,  in  cafe  of  necelFiiy.  rccourfe  to  the  forc,e 
'•  of  arms,  to  prote(5t  tlie  republic  from  any  fubver- 
*"  fioti  of  her  conftitution  and  her  fundamental  laws. 

"  This  prefent  fecM'Ct  article  fliall  l)ave  the  fame 
^•' force  and  vigour  as  if  it  bad  been  infcrted  word. 
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."  for  word  in  the  principal  treaty  of  alliance  defen- 
^^  five  figned  this  <lay,  and  (hall  be  ratified  at  the 
"  fame  time. 

"  In  the  faith  of  which  two  exa<5l  copies  of  it  have  ^ 
"  been  taken,  'which  we,  the  minifters  plenip6ten- 
"  tiary  of  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  of 
'^  her  Majefty  the  Emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias,  autho- 
**  rifed  to  this  efFedl,  have  figned  and  fealed  with  the 
"  irtipreffion  of  our  arms. 

*  "  Done  at  Peterfburgh,  the  Uth  of  April  (31  ft 
"  March,  O.  S.)  1764.  ^'  C.  de  SolMs, 

^^Paniit, 
^*  Gallitzin.'" 

The  new  fovereign  of  Saxony,  who  flattered  him- 
/eff  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  the  throne  of  Au-  ' 
guftus  III.  his  father,  as  he  had  inherited  his  elec- 
torate, made  application  to  the  Emprefs,  to  entreat 
her  to  be  favourable  to  his  pretenfions ;  but  (he, 
without  hefitation,  put  an  end  to  all  his  expedVations. 
She  gave  him  to  uuderftand,  "  that  fhe  advifed  him, 
"  as  a  fincere  friend,  not  to  expofe  his  interefts  in 
"  an  affair  of  which  the  iflue  could  not  be  corref- 
*•  pondent  to  his  views." 

Proud  of  the  authority  which  fhe  poffefled  in  Po- 
land, Catharine  difcarded,  one  after  another,  the 
candidates  who  were  difagreeable  to  her,  without 
however  declaring  herfelf  as  yet  with  refpedl  to  him 
whom  fhe  intended  to  favour.  The  principal  part 
of  the  Polifli  nobles  wifhed  to  clciS  a  Piaft,  a  de- 
fcendant  from  their  ancient  kings.  Catharine  ap- 
peared alfo  for  feme  time  to  defire  it.  y  But  all  at 
once  Warfaw  learnt,  with  extreme  aftonifh'ment,  that 
it  was  for  Poniatovvfliy  that  this  Princefs  dcflined  the 
throne.  This  choice  e\jL:ited  almoft  univerfal  difcon- 
tent,  and  violent  murmurs.  The  Polith  grandees,  . 
filled  with  indignation  at  beholding,  on  the  point'of 
reignfng  over  thcin,  a  young  man  of  a  birth  but  little 
illuftrious,  and  whofe  elevation  was  not  to  be  jufii- 
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fied  either  by  brilliant  a6lion^  or  great  virtues,  de- 
manded of  each  other  what  Services  Poniatowfky  had 
rendered  the  republic,  to  obtain  from  it  fo  glorious  a 
recompenfe  ? 

Poniatowlky  pofleired  qualities  mor^c^lGRlated  to 
make  him  diftinguifhed  in  private  fociety  than  •  to 
render  him  worthy  of  a  fceptre.  Tall,  well  m^de,' 
endowed  with  a  figure  at  once  commanding  and  re- 
plete with  grace,  he  fpokeand  wrote  the  feverf  prin- 
cipal  languages  of  Europe  with  confiderable  facility 
and  elegance;  but  he  had  a  very  fuperficial  know- 
ledge of  affairs/  His  eloquence  was  vague,  his  pre^ 
fumption  excited  difguft.  More  feeble  than  gentle, 
more  prodigal  than  generous,  he  could  eafily  fedqce 
women  and  dazzle  an.  unthinking  multitude,  but  not 
fway  men  pfunderltaiKiing.:  Hp  was  undoubtedly 
more  fit  to  be  governed,  tharl  himfelf  to  govern. 
However,  fupported  by  the  credit  and  the  arms  of 
Ruffia,  and  having  no  one  obftacle  to  apprehend  on 
the  part  of  other  powers, .  his  victory  was  not  long 
doubtful.  The  felf-love  of  Catharine  was  intercfted' 
in  this  triumph.  That  Princefs  fet  fo  high  a  value 
on  (being  the  crown  of  the  Sarmatians  upon  the  brow 
of  her  ancient  lover,  that  (he  wrote  inceflantly  to 
the  Count  dc  Kayferling,  her  annibafllador  at  Warfaw, 
toufe  his  utmoft  influence  in  favour  of  Poniatowlky. 
One  of  her  letters  was  intercepted,  .and  cont^ped 
thefe  very  words  :  ^'  My  d,ear  Count,  keep  my  can- 
"  didate  in  your/ mind,  I  write  you  this  ;  ^«:>  hours 
*^  after  midnight :  judge  whether  the  fubjedl  be  in* 
*^  different  to  me.r 

The  Count  de  Kavferline;  took  care  not  to  difobev 
her.  Neither  he  nor  the  Ruffian  generals  neglected 
any  thing  which  could  aflure  the  choice  which  their 
Sovereign  defired.  The  diets  were  already  convoked. 
T|;iat  of  Warfaw  unariimoufly defied  Poniatowfky: 
but  whatever  pains  had  been  taken  tj  difpofe  thofe 
of  the  provinces  to  adl  as  favourably,  his  fuccefs  was 
not  thcf  fame.     His  rival  candidates  obtained  more 
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fcrffragcs  than  be  did  in  fome^  and  at  leaf?  as  many  in 
others.  \  '  ' 

Wheri.the  diet  of  convocation  affembled,  the  Ruf- 
fian troops  entered  Warfiw,  under  pretence  of  main- 
taining order  and  liberty  in  that  place. 

The  cily  was  filled  at  the  fame  'time  with  a  croud 
of  foreigners,  refady  to  rife  up  in  a  body  on  the  firft 
fignal.  The  Count  Branitzky,  grand-general  of  the 
cfbwn,  and  Prince  Radz^will,  took  up  arms  to  pre- 
vent the  Ruffians  from  procuring  fufFragcs  by  force : 
but  what  could  they  do  in  oppofition  to  the  foreign 
armies  which  domineered  over  the  country,  and  in 
oppofition  to  a  part  of  their  compatriots,  difpofed  to 
unite  them felves  to  thofc  armies?  • 

It  is  neverthelcfs  difficult  to  form  an  idea  of  the  tu- 
mult Avhich  commenced  Its  reign  in  the  diet  of  War-^ 
faw.  The  Count  Miilakowiky,  venerable  from  his  great 
age  and  from  his  virtue,  had  been  named  marefchal  of 
it;  He  attempted  in  vain  to  eftablith  order,  and  to 
ekcludeall  foreigners,  tte  was  anAvered  with  excla- 
mations of  fury  ^  and  the  fabre  wasdraviai.  The  elo- 
quent Mokranowiky,  nurtcio  of  CracovVj  ran  the  rifle 
of  periflu'ng  by  the  fwords  of  the  Rufliaa  officers  who 
attempted  to  (tab  him  from  the  upper  galleries.  He 
endt^iivourifed  at' firft  tO'dt:fend  his  life  :  but  after- 
wards, returning  his  fabre  into  its  flieath,  and  baring 
his  breaft,  '^Mf  you  tnuft  have  a  vidlim,*'  faid  he  to 
the  Ruffians,  "  here  am  I. — But  at  leaft  I  ffiall  die. 
*'  free  al  I  have  lived/'  Probably  the  barbahans  would 
have  had  the  audacity  to  murder  him,  but  for  Prince 
Adam  Czartorynflcy,  who  had  the  noble  courage  to 
throw  himfelf  before  him,  and  to  cover  him  with  his 
body.  Thus  the  firft  fittings  of  the  diet  were  only 
produfliveof  oftenfive  language  and  turbulent  quar- 
rels. 

Some  one  at  Peterlbufgh,  who  knew  all  the  dif- 
fatisfaiftion  which  the  elcdlion  of  Poniatowikv  would 
give  to  the  Poles,  and  who  withed  to  diminifti  its  im- 
portance in  the  eyes  of  Cathanne,  ventured  to  fey  to 

that 
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that  Princcfs,  that  \\tx  froiigii  appeared  fo  much  the . 
lefs  worthy  to  afcend  the  throne  of  Poland,  that  his 
grapdf^thei' had  been  fteward  of  a  fmall  eftatet)e- 
longing'to  the  Princes  Lubomirlky :  "  If  he  had  been 
**.  fo  himfelf,"  replied .  (be  pceviflily^  "  I  will  have 
"  him  a  king,  and  he  fhall  be."     • 
.  In  holding  this  language,  Catharine  was  not  ap- 
prehenfive  of  deceiving  herfelf.     Independently  of 
the  troops  which  (he  already  had  in  Poland,  (he  or- 
dered a  corps  of  twelve  thoufand  nrien  to\march  into 
Lithuania,  and  her  new  reinforcements  advanced  to- 
wards KioefF.     Her  ambafladpr  domineered  at  War-  "^ 
law,  and  her  armies  overawed  the  republic. 

Several  provinces  then  accufed  their  nuncios  of 
having  a6ted  contrary  to  their  inftrudiions,  in  yield- 
ing to  the  influence  of  the  court  of  Peterfburgh. 
They  didmot  reftridt  themfelvcs  to  murmurs.  They 
took  up  arms ;  they  formed  themfelves  into  different 
confederacies.  But*thefe  commotions  produced  no 
effe(5l^  The  Ruffians  threatened, ;  and  the  malecon- 
tents  were  very  foon  reduced  to  filencc. 

At  laft  arrived  the  day  when  the  diet  of  eledlion 
aiTenobled,  whicii  was  held,  accorcfing  to  cuftom, 
io  the  »plain  of  VVola,  about  three  miles  from  War- 
few.  That  diet  commenced  with  a  folemn  mafs  and 
a  fermon^  The  Count.  Je  Kayferling,  ambafTador 
from  Ruflia,  found  himfelf  indifpofed,  .and  could 
•not  goto  Wola,  but  tranfniittcd  to  the  diet  a  letter 
addrefled  to  him  from  the  Itmprefs,  recommending 
to  them,  in  the  moft  urgent  manner.  Count  Ponia-  ' 
towfky. 

During  all  this  tiipe  Pquiatowlky,  accompanied 
by  a  great  number  of  his  friends,  vifited  each  nuncio 
in  private,  and  endeavoured  to  gain  him,  by  expref- 
fions  of  good  will  and  flattering  promifcs.  The  Pa- 
1  itines  being  all  aflemblod,  and  ranged  in  onlcr  round 
the  Szopa,  a  large  buihUng  open  on  all  fide?,  which 
contained  the  fenat'e  and  the  cqucilrinn  orJer,^  the 
priraatp  demanded  of  them  aloud,  and  at  three  dif- 
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fereiit  times,  "  whom  they  wifhed  to  have  for  king:  f* 
-  ail  replied  unanimoufly,  "  Count  Poniatowfky.'*  The 
liext  day  he  was  proclaimed  King  6f  Poland,  under 
the  name  of  Slaniflaus-Aiiguftus. 

The  new  monarch,  on  his  returq  to  Warfaw^  tra- 
verfed  theftreets  of  that  capital,  amidft  the  acclama- 
tions of  all  the  people,  and  from  that  day  took  p©f- 
feffion  of  the  caftle  ol*  the  repubjic.  Some  of  the 
nuncios  had  abfented  themfelves  from  the  diet;  the 
greater  part  of  the  grandee^  were  enraged  at  the  no- 
.  mindticfn  of  Poniatowfky  ;  but  as  foon  as  he  was  feat- 
ed  on  the  throne  they  almofl:  all  came  to  render  him 
homage ;  and  he  commenced  his  reign  with  as  much 
tranquillity  as  if  his  eledlion  had  not  been  the  work 
of  violence. 

-  Some  time  before  this  clciftion  Catharine  had  an- 
nounced th^t  fte  intended  to  approach  th^fbeatre  of 
herfuccefles,  and  to  make  an  excurfion  through. Li-^ 
vonia. 

Some  people  thought  flie  once  more  defired  to 
fee  that  lover  \6  whom  fhe  gave  a  throne  ;  others, 
fufpedied  that  fhe  was  again  pregnant,  and  that  ihe 
was  withdrawing  from  Peterfburgh,  only  the  better 
to  conceal  her  lying-in  from  a  crowd  of  courtiers 
whofe  vigilance  laid  her  under  reftraint.  We  (hall 
prefently  fee*  that  hef  journey  had  a  totally  different, 
motive. 

At  the  inflant  that  Catharine  was  going  to  qait  her 
capital,  (he  received  information  that  the  guards  were 
engaged  in  a  frefh  confpiracy.  Several  of  them  were 
arrcftcd.  But  as  it  appeared  that  the  difcovery  of 
a  coijfpiracy  always  infpired  new  courage  to^  form 
others,  and  as  (lie  did  not  willi  to  irritate  the  mul-  . 
titude  by  the  fpe6lacle  of  puniflwnents,  the  trial  of 
the  conlpirators  was  Condu<5tcd  in  private,  and  they, 
were  barbaroufly  allowed  toperiflr  with  hunger  ta 
prifon. 

Of  a  truth,  I  (liould  not  permit  myfelf  to  relate 
fuch  horrible  {a(Sts  as  thefe,  if  they  bad  not  been  at- 
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tefted  to  me  in  an  authentic  manner,  and  if  the  fe-- 
verity  of  hiftory  allowed  me  to  pals  thepci^ovcr  in 
filence.  And  how  could  I  then,  without  a  crime, 
fuffer,  upon  the  faith  of  fpme  flatterers,  that  pofterity 
(hpuld  boaft  of  the  clemency  of  a  woman  who  com- 
manded, or  allowed  to  be  committed,  the  moftlhock- 
jng  atrocities  ?  ^ 

The  journey  into  Livonia  had  been  fufpended  dur- 
ing fome  days.  Before  undertaking  it,,  the  Empreft 
chofeto,  vifit  Cronftadt;  and  thinking  to  give  tfte 
foreign  minifters  a  favourable  idea*  of  her  marinCj^  (he 
invited  them  to  follow  her  to  this  port.  The/did 
indeed  follow  her  thither,  but  did  not  agree  with  her 
in  the  opinion  Vhich  flie  herfelf  had  of  Jier  naval 
forces.  They  found  there  but  a  fm.all  number  of 
veflels,  which  they  judged  but  little  calculated  ito 
gotp  fea;  and  the  Engliih  ambaflador,  though  he 
made  it  his  ftudy  to  flatter  Catharine,  could  not 
conceal  from  her  thart  her  marine  appeaj^ed  to  him  as 
y<it  very  little  ag  obje<ft  of*  dread.  She  has  proved 
iince  that  it  might  become  fo. 

On  , her  departure  from  Cronftadt,  the  Epiprefs, 
having  left  the  government  of  Peterfburgh  to  Count 
Panin,  took  the  road  to  Livoiiia.  Gregory  OrlofF 
accompanied  her :  however,  flie  received  at  Riga  the 
vifit  of  Poniatowflcy,  who  in  rqality  difguifed  himfelf 
in  fuch  a  manner  «$  qot  to  be  recognized,  that  he 
might  give  no  umbrage  to  the  fayourite,  whofe  jea- 
loufy  the  Emprefs  was  ftill  careful  not  to  excite. 

Nevertheiefs,  if  Catharine  was  cautious  to  conceal 
from  Orloff*  her  interview  with  Poniatowiky,  fbe  un- 
doubtedly was  not  difpleafed  that  the  public  Ihould 
fufpedl  the  exiftence  of  that  interview.  It  was  very 
neceflary  that  fhc  (houlc}  have  foipe  pretext  for  her 
journey,  and  it  was  made  ufe  of  no  doubt  in  imputr 
ing  to  love  what  was  due  to  policy  only.  But  the 
eye  of  the  obferver  was  not  long  deceived;  a  horrible 
putragc  difclofed  her,  myfterious  motive.  Of  what 
icpn/cjquence  indeed  could  U  be  for  Catharine  to  have 

R  4  a  quar- 
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a  quarter  of  an  hour's  converfiition  with  a 'lover  who 
hd  longer  occupied  the  firft  place  in  her  heart  ?  But 

,  how  neceffary  did  it  appear  to  her  to  deliver  herfelf 
at  once  from  another  objedl,'  whofe-  name  alone  irri- 
tated the  peopl'e  againft  her,  and  made  her  the  prey 
of  continual  terrors  ? 

,'  From  the  depths  of  his  dungeon  Ivan  animated 
the  hopes  of  thofe  who  detefted  the  ufurpation  of 
Catharine.  It  was  to  reftorc  the  throne  to  that  un- 
fortunate young  man  that  almoft  all  the  confpiracies 
were  formed.  It  was  for  him  that  the  fcafFold  was 
continudly  braved  by  perfons  who  had  never  fccn 
him,  and  of  whofe  exiftence  he  was  hi mfelf  ignorant. 
Faithful  to  the  fyfiem  of  Qalumny  which  had  been  fo 
fuccefsfvil  in  the  reign  of  Peter  III.  the  court  of  Ruffia 
made  tife  of  it  inceflantly  againft  Ivan.  Somelin^es 
it  was  faid  that  he  was  filly,  and  ftammered  to  fuch 
a  degree  as  not  to  be  able  to  utter  a  fentehcc  ;  (bme- 
times  that  he  was  a  drunkard  ahfl  a  favage. '   It  was 

,even  fometiraes  pretended  that  be  itad  paroxyims  of 
madnefs,  and  believed  hrmfelf  to  be  a  prophet.  But 
it  i»  not  to  be  doubted  that  thefe  ftories  were  the  in- 
ventions  of  the  blackcft  malignity,  and  afterwards  in- 
nocently retailed  by  people  who  did  not  refledl  what 
an  intereft  was  concerned  in  firft  railing  them.     Af- 

^iuredly  Ivan,  to  whom  all  fort  of  infirucftion  was  de- 
nied^  and  who  lived  continually  in. a  dark  dungeon, 
either  alon^  or  with  Ruflii^n  officers,  the,  mpft  bar- 
barous of  mapkind,  could  not  but  be  very  limited  in 
'  his  attainments:  but  ignorance  is  ftill' far 'fhbrt  of 
imbecillity  and  madnefs.  'What  evidently  proves  that 
Ivan  was  neither  a  fool  nor  a'changeHng,  are  the  con- 
vcrfations  which  he  had  at  the  houfe  of  Peter  Schou*. 
walofF^  and  at  that  of  the  Chancellor  Worortzoft', 
wnth  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth.  Not  only  sthe.  graces 
of  his  figure  and  the  accents  of  his  voice^  but  the 
touching  complaints  which  he  uttered,  melted  all 
thofe  who  were  prefent,  and  the  Emprefs  fcould  not 
jpielp  ihetldirtg  abundance  of  tears.     If  this  .yoiirtg 

■     ^  ''  Prin<;c 
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Prince  had  comnfiitted  any  a6l  of  lunacy,  would  not 
care  have  Been-  taken  to  proclaim  it  ?  We  find  after- 
wards a  new  proof  of  his  good  fenfe  and  of  his  fenfi- 
bility  in  the  difcourfe  which  he  held  with  Peter  I IL 
when  he  faw  him  for  the  firft  time  at  Schluflelburgh. 
The  Baron  de  KorfFand  Leon  Narifchkin  have  tranf- 
mitted  it  to  different  perfons^,  and  I  have  related  it  at 
the  commencement  of  this  work.  Peter  III.  con- 
verfed  with  him  feveral  times  afterwards,  and  perfift- 
ed  in  the  intention  of  declaring  him  his  heir.  Bcfides, 
we  have  good  reafon  to  think  that  Wolkoff,  Goudo- 
v/itz,  and  his  other  confidants,  would  have  made  him 
change  his  refolution,  had  it  been  their  opinion  that 
Ivan  was  altogether  unworthy  of  the  throne.  But,  to 
conclude  :  whatever  was  the  chara<fter  of  this  Prince, 
all  that  anyone  ventured  to  undertake  in  his  favour, 
did  not  render  him'  the  lefs  a'n.obje6l  of^dread  to  Ca- 
tharine, and  (he  fought  for  a,  method  of  ridding  herfclf 
of  a  rival  fo  dangerous,  without  appearing  to  have 
cotttribpted  to'Kis  deftru<ftion. 

;Chance;  or  rather  the  vigilance  of  the  cniiiJaries  of 
the.  Emprcfs,  very  foon  furnifhcJ  her  with  a  pro- 
per ^inflrumenl:  for  the  accomplifliment  of  hor  dcligns. 
Tb't  regimoBt  of  Smolenflco  W9S  in  garrifon  in  the 
city.ofSchluflfelburgh,  and  a.  company  of  a  hundred 
men  guardedc  the  fortrefs  in  which  Prince^  Ivan  wa§ 
confined.  There-  was  iil  this  reeiment  an  officer 
named  WafiliMirowitfch,  whofe  grandfiither  follow- 
ed the  party  oithe  kofac  Mazeppa,  when  he  too^  up 
arms  in  favour  of  Charles  XII;  ag^inft  Peter  I.  The 
eflates  of  the.  family  of  Mirowitlch  had  been  con«- 
fifcated.  .  This-  young  man,  who  was  ambitious, 
claimed  .them  again  with  warmth,  and  it  was  this 
which  brou^hthim  into  acquaintance  with  thcJagents 
pf  the  court, i //His  .cftateb  were*  not  reliored,  but  he 
was 'flattered  .wtb  the  hope  of  a  (^onfiderablc  fortune, 
if  be  would:  lend  bis  afliftance  toward  eftabli^iing  the 
tranquillity  of  the  ent>pife.  What  will  not  ainbition 
■cffh^  in  a  minH  jrgplete  with  wdacity  and  creduUty  ? 
iH  Miro- 
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Mirowitfch  promifeil  every  thing  that  was  required. 
It  is  laid  that,  upon  this  the  barbarous  plan  was  com- 
'municated  to  him,  which  he  executed  (hortJy  after 
but  too  faithfully. 

/At  the  fame  time  Captain  OuIousiefF  and  Lieute- 
nant Tfchrfcin  were  commanded  to  fleep  in  the 
chamber  of  Prince  Ivan,  and  an  order  was  tranfmit- 
ted  to  them,  ligned  by  the  Emprefs,  whereby  they 
were  enjoined  to  kill  this  unfortunate  Prince,  if  the 
lead  attempt  was  made  for  his  deliverance.  Some 
time  afterward  Catharine  departed  for  Livonia. 

Eight  foldiers  ufualiy  guarded  the  gallery  which 
conducted  to  the  chamber  of  Ivan,  and  all  the  paf-  * 
fages  which  furrounded  it.  The  othei-s  remained  in 
the  guard-houfe  at  the  gate  of  the  fortrefs,  where 
they  were  ftationed  on  duty  at  different  places.  The 
detachment  had  for  their  commandant  an  -officer  who 
was  bimfelf  obliged  to  obey  the  governor.  "^ 

It  is  pretended  that,  fpme  time  before  the  execu- 
tion of  his  proje6t,  Mirowitfch  had  difclofed  it  to  a 
Jicutenant  of  the  regiment  of  Weliki  Louki,  named 
Apollo  Oufchakoff,  and  that  OufchakofF  bad  taken 
ah  oath  at  the  foot  of  the  altar  to  affift  him  in  his  un-^ 
dertaking.  But,  as  this  laft  drowned  bimfcif  before 
the  attempt  of  Mirowitfch,  it  is  impoffibJe  to  know 
if  this  agreement  h^d  afftiially  tal?.en  place  between 
them.  >■  m 

What  is  more  certain,  h&  tronverfed  vaguely  re- 
fpecling  the  confpiracy  with  one  of  the  valets  of  the 
court,  and  thkt  he  afterwards  fpoke  to  SemenTfcbe-  , 
waridefF,  lieutenant  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  of  the 
advant^ige  which  might  be  derived  from  rpfcuing  Ivan, 
^'  land  deM veering  him  up  to  the  regiments  of  gqards. 
Believing  that  it  was  of  importance  for  biip  to  give 
hlWifelf  the  air  of  being  a  confpirat<>r  without  having 
accomplices,  he  did  not  however  fayto  Tfchewari^ 
deff  any  thing  pofitive  either  as  to.  the  time  or  the 
mariner  of  executirtg-  his  proje^.-         )' 

He  had  already  performed  his^^week  of  fervicc  in 
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the  fortrefs,  without  having  ventured  to  attempt  any 

thing.     But  foon  aftiamed  of  his  own  weaknefs,  or 

flimulated  by  thbfe  who  fecretly  urged  him  on,  he 

•  requefted'permiflion  to  remain   oil  guard  a  weeJ?; 

'  longer.     Confent  was  given  without  hefitation. 

After  having  taken  into  his    confidence  a  man 
named  Jacob  Pilkoff,  he  attempted,  towards  tqn  at 
night,  to  gain  three  corporals  and  two  ibldicrs,  who 
at  firft  made  fomc  difficulties,  but  who  prefently, 
feduced  by  the  allurement  of  rewards,  promifed  to 
execute  his  commands. .  However,  whether  from  apr 
prehenfion  or  from  precaution,  they  refrJved  unairi- 
nioufly  to  wait  till  it  grew  later.     Between  one  and 
two   in  the  morning  they  again  aflembled,     Miro- 
witfch  and  the  corporals  ordered  fifty  foldiers,  who 
were  upon  guard,  to  arms,  and  marched  towards 
the  prifon  of  Ivan.     They  met  on  the  road  Bered^ 
nikoif,   governor   of  the  fortrefs.      It  was  believed 
that  he  had  been  long  in  bed  ;  but  being  wthout 
doubt  forewarned  of  the  defign  of  Mirowitfch,  ,he 
came  to  oppofe  it.     BerednikofF  ordered  Mirowitfch 
to  declare  why  he  had  commanded  the  foldiers  to 
take  arms,  arid  to  what  place  he  purpofed  going. 
Mirowitfch,  without  anfwering,  ftrucfc  him  (lightly 
with  the  end  of  his  'miilket,   and    delivering  him 
into  the  hands  of  fome  of  the  foldiers,   all  which- 
Berednikoff  fuftcrcd  very  patiently,  he  continued  his 
march.     Arrived  at  the  door  of  the^aliery  in  which 
was  the  chamber  of  Ivan,  the  fentinels  endeavoured* 
to  oppofe  his  paflage.     He  immediately  commanded 
his  men  to  fire  upon  them,  which  was  put  in  execii-- 
tion.     The  fentinels  fired  in  4^heir  tprn,  but.  there 
was  no  wound  given  on  either  fide. 

The  foldiers  of  Mirowitfch,  furprifed  at  the  refift- 
atice  which  they  met  with,  wiflied  to  retire.  Their 
chief  retained  them  :  but  they  infifted  he  fhould 
Ihew  them  the  order  which  he  faid  he  had  received 
from  Peterfburgh.  He  immediately  draws  from  his 
pocket  and  reads  a  forged  decree  of  the  fen  ate,  re- 

,  ^  calling 
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calling  Prince  Ivan  to  the  throne,  and  excluding  Ca-  , 
tharine,  becaufe  fke  had  gone  into  l^ivonia  to  efpoufe 
Coiint  Poniatowfi;y.  The  foldiery,  ignorant  and 
credulous,  puts  faith  in  this  decree,  and* prepares 
anew  to  yield  obedience.  Upon  this  a  piece  of  can- 
non IS  brought  to  Mirowitfch,  who  himfclf  points  it 
»sgainft  the  door  of  the  gallery.  At  this  fight  the  door 
was  opcTied,  and  he  entered  without  bbftacle,  fol- 
lowed by  all  his  train. 

The  officers  GulousYefF  and  Tfchekin,  appointed 
to> guard  this  Prince,  had  flmt  themfelves  up  in  his 
f.batnber,  anv  had  called  to  the  fentinels  to  fire.  But 
when  tney  heard  Mirowitfch  give  orders  to  break 
open  the  door,  and  judged  that  there  were  no  means 
of  making  rehllance  to  the  aflailants^  they  fell,  fword 
in  hand,  upon  the  wretched  vicSlim  who  "was  going 
to  be  carried  off  from  themJ 

,.At  the  noife  of  the  mulketry  Ivan  awoke,  and, 
I>€aring'  the  cries  and  the  menajces  of  his  guards, 
cctnjured  them,  to  fpare  his  milerable  life.  When 
he  perceived  that  thcfe  barbarians  paid  no  attention 
tiO  bi^  fupplications  he  found  ftrength  in  deifpair,  and 
ajthougb  naked,  defended  himfelf  for  a  cbnfiderable 
time.  With  his  right  hand  pierced  through  and  his 
body  covered  with  wounds,  he  Teized  the  fword  of  one 
ofthofe  monfters  and  broke  it;  but  whilft  he  was 
flruggling  to  wreft  the  broken  piece  from  him,  the 
other  ftabbed  him  behind  and  threw  him  down. 
•  Upon  this  the  one  whofe  fword  had  been  broken 
completely  deprived  him  of  life  wi^h  the  firokes  of  a 
bayonet. 

They  then  opened  the  doors,  and  fhewed  at  the 
fame  time  to  Mirowitfch  the  bleeding  body  of  the 
Prince,  and  the  order  by  which  Catharine  authorifed 
them  to  put  him  to  death  if  any  one  dared  to  attenjpt 
to  carry  him  off, 

Mirowitfch  at  firft  retreated  a  few  paces.  After- 
wards he  threw  himfelf  on  the  body  of  the  Prince^ 
crying, ^M  have.milicd  my  aim;  I  have  then  no- 

"  thing 
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"  thing  for  it  but  to  die:'*  Soon  after  he  aroftl. 
Far  from  endeavouring  to  efcape  that  chaftifemcnt 
which  he  could  not  but  forefee,  or  avenging  himfelf' 
on  the  two  aflaflins  by  iTiaflltcring  them,  he  returned 
towards  the  fpqjt  where  he  had  left  the  governor  in 
the  hands  of  his  foldiers,  and  faid  to  him  coldly,,  ott 
returning  him  his  fword,  "  At  prefent  I  am  your  pri- 
^*  foner/' 

The  next  day  the  corpfc  of  the  unfortunate  Ivan 
was  expofed  before  the  church  of  Schluflelburgfa, 
clothed  in  the  habit  of  a  failor.  An  immenfe  croud 
haftened  thither,  and  it  is  impoffible  to  defcribe  the 
grief  and  indignation  which  v^ere  excited  by  the  fight 
of  this  unhappy;  young  nian,  who,  after  having  been 
cruelly  prectpitatcd  from  the  throne  whilftJiewa$  yet 
in  his  cradle,  pafled  his-  days  in  a  frightful  dungeon, 
where  he  had  been  pititefsly  maflacred  by  villains, 
Ivan  wasfix  feet  high,  had  a  fair  and  beautiful  head 
of  hair,  a  red  begird,  regular  features,  and  a  fkin  of 
an  extreme  wbitends ;  befidcs  his  beauty,  his  youth 
imprefled  ftill  more  deeply  his  unfortunate  deftinv, 
and  the  cruelty  of  his  executioners.  His  body  was 
wrapped  in  a  fjicep^s  il<ir],  put  in  a  coffin,  and  ia- 
.  terred  without  ceremony. 

The  croud  and  the  murmurs  augmented  to  fi!ch  a 
degree,  that  a  riot  was  apjn'ehendcd.  Some  fears 
were  alfo,  without  donhj,  entertained  for  his  two  af- 
Hiffins,  Oulousicff  and  Tfchekin,  who,  as  foon  as 
they  had  committed  the  crime,  fou.nd  a  vefTcl  in 
complete  rcadincfs  to  tranfport  them  into  Denmark, 
wh^rc'the  miniflcr  of  llullla  received  ih^em  with 
cordiality. 

The  Governor  of  Schhiirclburgh,  tranfmitted  to 
Count  Panin  a  ♦minute  relation  of  the  outrage  of 
Mirowitfch,  and  of  the  tragici^.l  dcaih  of  Ivan.  He 
Jikewife  Tent  to  him  a  manifelK",  which  was  found  in 
the  pocket  of  Mirowitfch,  and  wliich  he  had,  it  was 
faid,  drawn  up  fome  time  before  in  conjv.adtion  with 
Lieutenant  OufchakofF.    This  manifefto,  which  con- 
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tained*  many  reproaches  and  imprecations  againft 
Catharine,  and  reprefented  Ivan  as  the  only  legiti-^ 
mate  Emperor,  was  to  have  been,  he  added,  pubr* 
lifhed  the  moment  that  the  Prince  was  fet  at  liberty, 
and  made  X  his  entrance  into  Peterlburgh.  .  Panin 
immediately  difpatched  a  courier  to  'the  Empreis,  to 
give  her  an  account  of  all  thefe  particulars, 
^  That  Princefs  was  then  at  Riga,  in  a  ftate  of  im- 
patience, which,  notwithftanding  her  profound  dif- 
fimulation,  (he  could  not.  entirely  conceal.  She 
reckoned  the  days  whibh  had  elapfed  fince  the  epo- 
cha  that  Mirowitfclf  had  been  of  the  guard,  and  un- 
eafy  at  a  delay,  of  which  fhe  could  not  divine  the 
caufe,  (he  rofe  frequently  in  the  night,  and  demandr 
ed  if  no  courier  bad  arrived.  At  laft,  at  the  end  of 
three  days  of  uncertainty,  the  difpatches  of  Panin 
reftored  her  to  tranquillity.  ' 

However,  the  fatal  event  which  had  juft  polluted 
Schlu-flel burgh  with  blood,  augmented  to  a  great 
defi:rce  the  hatred  which  was  borne  towards  Catha- 
rine.  The  moft  trivial  circumftances  of  the  outrage 
of  Mirowitfch  were  carefully  treafured  up.  They 
were  examined  with  deliberation,  and  everyone  was 
perfuadcd  that,  before  her  departure  for  Livonia,  the 
Emprafs  had  formed  this  horrible  plot.  She  foon  re- 
turned to  Peteriburgh.  On  her  entrance,  (he  was 
furrounded  by.  an  immenfe  croud,  who  fought  to 
difcover  in  her  countenance  what  was  paffing  in  her 
heart ;  but,  always  milirefs  of  herfelf,  that  Princefe 
did  not  appear  to  undergo  any  remorle.  Her  gait* 
was  a^ftcady,  her  forehead  as  calm,  as  if  fhe  had 
never  comniitled  an  adion  for  which  (he  could  rc-^ 
proach  herfelf. 

.  Lieutenant-Gencral  Weymar  had  been  already 
commanded  to  repair  to  Schluiiclburgb.  When  be 
had  privately  exan:iirod  Mirowitfch  and  his  accom- . 
pjices,  they  vverc  conveyed  to  Peterlburgh,  where 
their. caufe  was  tried  before  axommiflion,  compofed 
of  five  prelates,  an  equal   number  of  fenatorS,  and 
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feveral  general  officers.  Mirowitfch  appeared  before 
his  judges  with  all  that  tranquillity  which  a  culprit 
could  affiime  from  the  certainty  of  being  fecretly  ap- 
proved of^  and  of  efcaping  punifhrnent.  He  replied 
with  a  frivolous,  and  frequently  aln  infolent  air,  to  the 

.  interrogatories  which  were  put  to  him.  It  is  true, 
that  the  judges  thenifelves.  thought  it  a  matter  of 
very  little  confeqxience,  and  feemed  to  dread  pene- 
trating too  deeply  into  this  execrable  myftery.  One 
alone  had  the  equity  to  exclaim  againft  a  form  oC 
procefs  ft)  uncommon.  But  his  indifcrcet  zeal  was 
cenfured,  Bnd  it  was  recomtnended  to  him  to  keep 
(ilence,  if  he  did  not  wifli  to  lofe  his  employment, 
and,  to  behold  himfelf  degraded  from  his  high  fitue^-  ' 
tion.  At  laft,  at  the  end  of  fome  days,  Mirowitfch 
was  condemned  to  be  beheaded,  not.  as  being  guilty 
of  Wgh-treafon/  but  merely  as  a  difturber  of  the 
public  tranquillity.  This  fentence  gave  him  no  emo-- 
tion ;  he  marched  to  the  fcafTold  like  a  man  who 
apprehends  nothing,  and  who  believes  himfelf  (pertain 
of  obtaining  his  pardon,  as  he  had,  it  was  faid,  re- 
ceived the  promife  of  it.  If  he  did  in  reality  reckon 
upon  this,  he  found  himfelf  cruelly  deceived.  The 
moment  of  his  execution  was  haftencd,  and  the  mifer- ' 
able  wretch  was  at  the  fame  time  the  inftrument  and 

.  the  vidlim  of  a  barbarous  policy.  The  Ruflians  were 
for  a  long  time  aftoniftied  that  the  Emprefs  allowed 
him  to  fufFer  death.  But  bow  could  (he  have  per- 
mitted him  to  efcape  punifhrnent,  without  bringing 
upon  berfclf  the  open  accufation  of  having  tempted 
him  to  commit  this  outrage  ?  And  if,  as  every  thijio; 
appeared  to  evince,  (he  really  had  a. part  in  it,  could 
it  be  believed  that  (he  durft  hcfitatc  to  deliver  hcr- 
felf  from  a  witnefs  who  mull  have  expofed  her  to 
continual  disquietude  ? 

The  imprudent  Mirowitfch  was  the  only  one  con- 
demned to  death.  The  foldiers  whom  he  had  per- 
fuaded  to  join  him  in. order  to  deliver  Prince  Ivar>^ 
uoderwent  other  punifbments  more  or  lefs  fevere, 

Piikoii; 


i 


^72   '  KISTdRYOP  CATHAtiiliJE  11.  [l\^!53. 

PifkofF,  who  was  regarded  a$  the  moft  culpable,  was 
condemned  to  run  the  gauntlet  twelve  times  through 
a  line  of  a  thoaflmd  foldiers.  The  three  corporals 
and  the  two  privates,'  feduced  after  Pifkoft',  ran  the 
gauntlet  ten  times,  afterwards  they  were  rivetted  to 
a  chain  and-  employed  in  the  public  wotks.  The 
other  foldiers  who  had  obeyed  Mirowitfch  alfo  ran 
the  gauntlet,  and,  after  having  been  incorporated 
in '  other  regiments,  were  fent  to  foreign  garrifonSi 
Tfcbewarideff"  was  degraded  from  his  rank  of  officer, 
for  having  liftened,  without  revealing  them,  to  the 
vague  relations  of  Mirowitfch.  On  this  occafion 
fifty-eight  perfons  were  punillied.  There  wa^  noap- 
prehenfion  of  difplaying  a  great  appearance  of  feverity 
towards  thejn,  that  there  might  be  the  lefs  room  to 
prefume  who  were  the  real  inftigators  of  their  crimes* 

Neyerthelefs,  whatever  precaution  might  betaken 
in  order  to  remove  fufpicion,  the  people  perfifted  in 
imputing  to  Catharine  all  the  odium  of  a  plot  lb 
hcUifl).  They  accufed  her  of  perfidy  and  cruelty; 
they  regarded  her  as  one  of  the  vilcft  women  who  had 
ever  ufurpcd  the  throne;  they  detefted  her  power, 
but  they  cringed  at  her  feet. 

The  death  of  Prince  Ivan  gave  reafon  to  imagine, 
that  this  woiiid  not  be  the  laft  outrage  which  Catha-, 
rine  might  be  bpld  enough  to  commit.  It  was  ap-^ 
prehcnded  that  the  facriiice  of  her  fon  would  very 
Ihortly  put  the  finifhing  ftroke  to  her  crimes.  Pru- 
dence was  not  as  yet  among  the  number  of  the  vir- 
tues of  this  Prince.  Lively,  impetuous,  having  a 
diflikc  to  Count  Panin  his  governor,  and  perceiving 
abuirdities  in  him,  he  frequently  permitted  exprcf- 
lions  to  efcape  which  might  have  become  fatal  to 
him.  We  are  afliircd  that  he  fometimes  enquired 
why  his  father  had  been  put  to  death,*  and  why  his 
mother  had  taken  poflcliion  of  a  throne  of  which  he 
was  the  heir?  Thefc  queftions  could  not  poffibly 
fail  of  reaching  the  ears  oi'  Catharine.  They  were  re- 
located in  Pet^rlburgb,  and  all  who  heard  thenifhud- 

dered 
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^6enA  ,at  the  artlefs  fineniknefs  which  had  didt^rted 

Npt^itbflanrding,  however  Catharine  ought  to  hive 
been  a^dVed  with  the  difcourfe  of  heir  fon^  ihb  fei^iied 
igmrraAcie  6f  it,  and  attributed  the  blame  of  it  Itk  f6 
this  ydung  Prince  thin  to  foche  ervefnies  of  her  re- 
Ijofe.  She  did  wot  doubt  that  age  and  «xp6rtehc* 
Wo»ld  render  him  more  difcreet.  The  tin  wearied 
'patience  and  the  profound  refpedl  of  f  aul  Petrowitz  * 
have  fiuce  ffi?eiv  fttfficieM  poof  that  (he  did  riot  de- 
xjcive  herieff.' 


>^*K-9^ 


isook  VI. 

Mijknderjianding  b&Pvoeen  Gregory  Orloff  am  Pamn.'-^ 
fVtffotzky  heeomes  a  LcrOtr  of  l^ke  Emprefs-^Difmif- 
fioh  of  the  ChanceJhr  fPoronzoff^-^-The  Duke  di  . 
Chotfeul  incites  the  Tiiris  to  take  uf  Atm'^gamji 
Rttffia^-^  Ad'Oekkire  of  Lord  Maatrtmy-^-Tourna'-' 
Tjients-^Convpcatiim  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Peopled— ^ 
Inoiiklation  of  The  Or^md-Duke — Prince  tienry  of 
Pruffia  at  Pefe^Jhurgh'^-^A  Ruffian  Sqnadron  in  the 
Archipehgo-^rinirefs  "t^atra^afioff. 

A.  D.  TXTHILE  Catharine  wasimpofinglaws^ort, 
\T6d.  y  V  Pofaiad,  feeding  Aiiftria  with  hopes, 
inafciri^  her  p^ace  with  J^ruffia,  dnd  treating  With 
3l!ngland-,  fhe*  kept  on  fair  terms  With  all  the  bthdf 
tJourts  of  Eiiro{)e;  and  exerted  hertelf  with  good  cffe6l* 
t6  be  fpeedtly  in  a  condition  to  make  herfelf  feared 
by  them.  She  ftrained'  every  nerve  to  re-aniriiate  the 
cottlmerce  6f  her  ftates,  to  increafe  her  marine;  and^ 
abbve  all,  tb  foften  the  tnannets  of  a  people  ftifl 
more  than  half  barbarian.  But,  indifferently  fceond- 
ed  by  the  grandees  of  the  eriipiVe,  and  even  by  thofe 
who  were  about  her  perfon,  her  inftitutions  at  firft 
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made  but  a  very  tardy  progrefe.  Thefparit  of  divifioa 
flill  prevailed  in  Peterfburgh.  The  attempts  whicU 
{he !  was  under  the  tieceffity  of  either  checking  or 
.puniftiing,  compelled  Catharine  to  place  coaftant  re- 
liance on  the  confpirators  to  whom  flie  owed  her  ele- 
vation, to  the  throne^  and  the  favours  which  (he  was, 
obliged  iiiceilantly  to  beftow  on  thofe  greedjr  arid  in^ 
folent  pretenders,  only  ferved  to.  excite  difcontent 
and  hatred.  New  confpiracies  were  every.day  fornx^ 
ed,  and  every  day  her  good  fortune,,  or  rather  her 
addrefs,  extricated  her  from  the  danger.  The  punifh^ 
ments  infli<Sed  were  fecret  and  terrible.  The  authors 
of  one  plot  had  it  rarely  in  their  power  to  engage  in  a 
fecond.  .  .  • 

What  afflided  the  Emprcfs  moft  was  the  mifun-^ 
derftanding  which  had  arifen  between  her  fav*ourite 
and  her  prime  rainifter,  becaufe  the  dev'otednefs  and 
intrepidity  of  the  one^  were  no  lefs  ufeful  to  her  than  ^ 
the  name  and  atility  of  the  other.,  Panin  had,  un- 
doubtedly, very  great  faults,  but  he  vvas  the  only  per- 
*  fon  who  really  pbfiefled  talents  for  bulinefs. '  His 
cojdhefs  of  imagination,  his  gloominefs,  his  pride, 
his  fclf-conceit,  and  efpecially  his  indolence,  were 
highly  difplcafing  to  Catharine  ;  but  fhe  did  jufticc 
to  his  capacity,  and  continued  to  put  confidence  in 
him.  Befidcs,  when  he  had  given  that  Princefs  caufc 
of  diflatisfaciion,  he  had  the  art  of  bringing  her  round 
again. 

OrlofF's  credit  was  founded  on  claims  of  a  nature 
ii)ore  tender ;  but  he  employed  it  with  little  difcre- 
tion^  and  inceflantly  (hook  it  to  the  foundation.  A 
lover  fatiated  with  bis  good  fortune,  the  affiduity  which 
Catharine  exacted  appeared  to  him  a  conflraint  orx 
his  liberty.  He  would  go  a-bear-hunting  for  weeks 
together,  and  dared  to  indulge  himfelf,  on  thefeoc- 
caiions,  in  infidelities  which  he  was  not  fufficiently* 
careful  to  conceal  from  his  miftref?,  and  the  example 
of  which  (lie  was  naturally  difpofed  to  follow,  Pa- 
nin, who  obferved  this  condudl,  imagined  he  could 
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avail  himfelf  of  it  to  ruin  the  arrogant, favaurite. 
'He  perceived  that  the  Ernprefs  frequently  caft  a  look 
of  complacency  on  a  young  officer  named  .Wiflbta^ky. 
^Henceforward  he  employed  all  his  £kill  to  ftrengthea 
/this  attachment.     Wiflbtzky  was  foon  made  happy  ; 
and,  diredted  by  the  crafty  minifter,    infpired  the 
Emprefs  with  a  paffion  fufficiently  violent  to  create  a 
belief  that  Orloff  would  be  made  a  facrificc.    Butthi$ 
gentleman^,  who  did  not  chufe  to  furrender  his  rights, 
?  fhewed  himfelf  by  turns  jealous  and  tender,  danger- 
ous and  neceflary.     He  refumed  his  afcendant  over 
the  heart  of  Catharine,  and  the  ►jiew  lover  was  dif- 
mifled  with  a  fplendid  recompenfe,  and  an  employ- 
ment which  fixed  him  in  a  diftant  province. 

.Though  Panin  enjoyed, very  high  credit,   much 
confideration,  the  advantages  refulting  from  his  place 
of  governor  to  the  Grand-duke,   and  the  title  of 
prime,  miniiler,  the  return  of  the  chancellor  Woron- 
zoff,  whofe  fundions   he  had  executed  during  his 
abfence,  occafioned  him  much  uneafinefs.    ^ager  to 
preferve  all  his  authority,  and  the  luftre  of  a  repre- 
fentation  which  was  of  ineftimable  value  in  his  ap- 
prehenfion,  he  debafed  himfelf  fo  far  as  to  flatter  the 
favourite  whom  he  had  endeavoured  to  fupplant.     It 
was  a  matter  of  no  great  difficulty  to  blind  Orloff. 
Calling  conftantly  to  recolledion,  with  bitter  refent- 
ment,  the  meafures  taken  by  the  chancellor  to  ob- 
ltru(ft  his  elevation  to  the  throne,  he  made  it  a  point 
with  the  Emprefs  to  keep  him  at  a  diftance  from 
bufinefs,  and  became  the  advocate  of  an;  enemy  lefs 
courageous,  but  more  artful.      Catharine  gave  the 
Chancellor  an  extremely  cold  reception.     Inftead  of 
replacing  him  in  the.exercife  of  his  miniflerial  func- 
tions, as  (be  had  given  him  reafon  to  hope  at  his  de- 
parture, (he  caufcd  it  to  be  infinuated  to  him,  that 
he  would  do  well  to  refign  a  (ituation  which  he  could 
no  longer  fill  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  his  fovereign.  The 
Chancellor  helitated  long:  but  at  length  the  coun- 
fels  of  his  friends  turned  the  fcalc.     He  .appeared 
.     '  S  2  voluntarily    " 
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volntitarily  to  give  in  a  forced  rdfigtiktion,  A  tegtht 
Vvas  oh  this  eipreflfed,  not  triore  firicere  tH^h  his  Wilh 
for  retirement ;  and  in  order  to  ttertionfti^ate  to  hifn 
the  fecfet  joy  which  his  combliknce  infpffed,  th6y 
granted  hitn  a  gratification  ot  50,600  roubles,  and 
an  anntialpenfioh  of  7600. 

Among  the  mearls  without  number,  which  Cathia- 
rine  employed  to  detect:  the  authors  of  the  cabals 
whilTih  (Continually  diftufbed  her  repofe,' -'fhfe  iiegle&td 
not  the  interception  of  the  cibi'i-efpbndence  of  foreign 
minifters.  Tliat  of  the  I^rfench  envoy  was  fold  tohfer. 
She  even  contrived  to'pfdcure  a  ddubl^  of  his  (tiphef ; 
and  thotight  fhe  found  ih  his  letters,  If  not  an  ad- 
herence to  the  pradliccis  of  conspiracy,  at  ^teaft  tfie 
Icnowle^dge  of  all,  even  the  hiofl:  myfierious,  tranlac- 
tions  of  her  court.  T^ef  pride  fired  into  indignation 
at  it ;  her  hatred  to  thfe  et)tirt  of  Veifailles  iiicfeafed  ; 
and  the  cold  reception  given  to  the  minifter  from 
that  court,  laid  hihi  under  the  neceffity  of  WJth- 
drawing. 

Louis, XV.  oh  this  fctit  to  P^6rfburgh  the  Mar- 
quis de  iBeiiuflet,  a  man  vain,  and  of  flendef  capacity, 
to  whom  the  minifters  of  Catharine  pfefeVred  many 
complaints  of  the  chargS  d'affaires  i)vhb  preceded 
him.  As  Bcaufltt  was  ignorant  of  the  real  daufe  of 
their  complaints,  he  paid  little  attention  to  thcrt, 
and  employed  no  precaution  to  prevent  the  repeti- 
tion of  them  againft  himlelf  Nay,  he  imagined  they 
were  to  be  afcribed  merely  to  the  blind  jealoufy  with 
which  the  glory  of  the  French  nation*  infpired  the 
Emprefs,  whereas  that  ambitious  woman  was  endea- 
vouring, on  the  contrary,  to  captivate  tKe  efieem  and 
attra6l  to  hcrfelf  the  applaufe  of  that  nation.  There,. 
was  no  end  to  her  cajoling  of  Voltaire  and  d'Alem- 
bert.  She  made  an  pffer  to  the  laft-named  gentle- 
man, of  the  place  of  governor  to  the  Grand-duke,  with 
a  penllon  of  24,000  roubles,  and  every  accommodatioti 
for  completing  the  Encyclopedia  at  Peterlburgh,  ad- 
vantages which  the  philofopher  bad  the  good  i^nfe  to 

reject. 
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rejedl.     Being  informed  that  Diderot  w^s  in  narrow 
circumftances^  and  Wiibed  tp  difpofe  of  his  library  in    , 
order  to  portion  off  his  only  daughter,  (he  purchafed 
t^i^t  library,  let  it  remain  in  his  pofleffion,  and  gave 
bim  a  falary  as  librarian.     She  had  fent,  fame  time   , 
before,  to  the  celebrated  furgeon,  JV^orand,  a  col- 
ledlion  of  gold  and  filver  medals  ftruclj:  in  ^uffia,, 
as  an  expreffion  of  her  fatisfa^lion  for  the  anatomical 
preparations,  and  the  chirurgical  inftruments  wbich^ 
he  had  procured  her.     Almoft  all  the  literati  and  the 
moft   diftinguiflied  artift§  of  Paris,    received  fome 
proofs  of  her  munificence  ;  and  admiring  her  bounty,, 
aqd  ignorant  of,  or  forgetting,  her  crimes,  fet  Fanpe's 
hundred  tongues  a-lying  in  her  praife. 

At  the  fame  time,  the  fecret  obje6l  whi(ih  that 
Princefs  had  propofed  to  herfelf,  in  putting  the  crown 
on  Poniatowfky'^  head,  begap  to  appear.  Believing 
l}^rfelf  fecure  of  the  fubmiflivenpfs  of  that  monarch,, 
fhe  threw  <giff  all  conftraint,  and  openly  avowed'  de- 
signs which  policy  itfelf  h^d  m^de  it  criminal  in  the  * 
Pqlaqders  to  itppute  to  her.  Her  pretenfions  were 
undpubtedly  extravagant ;  but  as  (he  was  determined 
that  they  ihould  pot  be  inefficient,  fhp  declared  them 
oqly  by  niarching  troops  to  be  in  readine(s  to  make 
them  good,  pnd  made  every  propof^l  with  ?n  air  of 
aijthprity.  After  having  traced  on  the  chart,  the 
line^  pf  deniarcation,  conformably  to  which  Ru(iia 
appropriated  to  herfelf  a  great  part  of  the  territory 
of  Poland,  Catharine  infilled  that  the  validity  of  thofe 
lilies  (l^ould  be  admitted,  and  that  the  limits  of  the 
'  two  (tates  (hgijld  be  fettled  accordingly.  She  farther 
irififtcd,  that  the  king  and  republic  fhould  contrail 
\vjth.  her  a  treaty  of  alliance,  offcnfive  and  defcnfive, 
and  that  they  (hoiijd  grant  the  diflidents  the  free  en- 
joypoent  of  all  the  rights  of  the  GathQHcs,'Cven  that 
oi  admiflion  into  the  fenatc.  This  }aft  demand,  the 
only  one  which  h?d  juftice  on.it$  fide,  roufed  the  in- 
dignation of  a  bigotted  and  defpotic  nobility.  Loud 
ffljjrmurs  were  Jje^rd  on  all  fides  ;  ^nd^  to  arms,  was 

'S3  thq 


^78  HISTORY  OF  CATHARmE  11.  f  176*5,^ 

the  general  cry.  Whether  be  was  really  afhamed  of 
,the  facrifices  prefcribed  to  his  gratitude,  or  rather, 
whether  he  was  afraid  of  incurring  the  refentment  of 
the  whole  nation,  the  king  himfelf  declared  he  could 
not  confent  to  thofe  facrifices.  But,  in  order  the 
better  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  pretexts  under 
which  Catharine  difguifed  her  ambition,  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  have  a  clear  view*of  what  the  Polifli  diffidents 
were. 

It  was  during  the  reign  of  Sigifmund  I.  (a.  d* 
l54'0,)  that  proteftantifm  began  to  fpread  over  Po- 
land. The  partifans  of  that  fe6l  foon  became  fo  nu- 
merous that,  under -the  reign  of  Sigifmund  Auguf- 
tus,  they  obtained,  as  well  as  the  Greeks  and  Arians, 
the  perfedl  freedom  of  their  worftiip,  the  right  of 
voting  in  the  diets,  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  fanie 
privilege  s  with  the  catholics.  No  one  at  that  time 
appeared  to  take  offence  at  this  a<5t  of  juftice ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  was  a  ground  of  fatisfacStion,  that 
diflci-cnce  in'  religion  produced  none  in  civil  and  po- 
litical rights.  As  a  term  of  diflindlion  among  them- 
felves,  the  adherents  to  the  different  modes  of  reli- 
gious worfliip  aflumed  the  name  of  Diffident s  :  but 
that  appellation,  which  hhs  fince  become  an  objefl: 
of  pmfcription,  then  implied  nothing  reproachful ; 
and  the  fucceflbrs  of  Sigifhnund  Auguftus,  in  fwear-. 
ing  to  obfervc  ihc  paSfa  convent  a  ^  likewife  fwoi*e  to 
maintain  peace  among  the  diffidents.  When  Henry 
de  Valois  was  elected  King  of  Poland,  he  wanted  to 
evade  taking  an  oath  which  encroached  on  his  in- 
tolernnt  fuperflition  :  but  to  no  purpofe.  He  was 
under  the  necefiity  of  renouncing  the  crown,  or  of 
fw earing  to* protect  the  diffidents  ;  he  fwal lowed  the 
^  oath.  '        • 

The  catholics  having  afterwards  acquired  more 
power,  abandoned  theinfelves  to-  that  head^flron^ 
^feal,  which  leads  them  always  tb  believe  that  their 
own  religion  is  the  only  one  good  for  a-ny  thfn'gV'aJ^ 
pcmiits  them  not  to  tolerate  any  other;   Th^y  b^gftn 

by 
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by  BBtfecutirig  the  Arians,  whofe  opinions  had  al- 
ready made  confiderable  progrefs  ;  tbey  poflefled  fuf- 
ficiei^ft  influence  to  ftfip  them  of  all  their  rights,  and 
even  to  procure  their  baniftiment  from  Poland.  The 
Greek  Chriftians  and  the  Proteftants,  who*bad  affift- 
ed  ip  perfecuting  the  Arians,  foon  fufFercd  for  their 
in^udence.  The  catholics  attacked  them  in  their 
tjm,  and  fucceeded  in  efFeiSing  their  total  exclufion 
f^m  the  diets? 

The  humiliation  of  being  deprived  of  the  right  of 
fufFrage,  converted  many  Polanders  to  catholic^fm. 
But,  if  the  number  of  the  diflidents  diminifhed, 
thofe  who  adhered  to  their  principles  only  became 
more  firmly  attached  to  their  party.  They  called 
aloud  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  treaty  of  Oliva, 
concluded  in  j66o,  which  fecured  their  privileges^ 
and  had  been  guaranteed  by  fo  many  potentates.  The 
catholics,  who  exercifcd  fole  <k)minion  in  the  diets, 
and  confequently  had  the  power  of  indulging,  with- 
out control,  their  intolerant  fpirit,  framed  a  decree 
which  fixed  the  guilt  of  bigh-treafon  on  fuch  of  the 
diflidents  as  (hould  appeal  to  foreign  powers,  to  obtain 
the  execution  of  the  treaty  iillringcd,  and  there-efta- 
blifhment  of  kws  defpotically  abrogated.  This  de- 
cree completed  the  revolt  of  the  dilfidents.  Rutlia 
obierved  their  indignation,  and  fecretly  blew  it  into' 
a  flame.  The  Greek  diflidents  then  made  their  ap-. 
peal  to  the  court  of  Pcterfl^urgh.  The  proteftants 
implored  the  intcrpofition  of  thofe  of  London  and 
Berlin.  Thefe  courts  prdmifed  their  fupport,  and 
this  was  the  mod  fpecious  pretext  for  the  armaments 
of  Rullia. 

A.  D,  1766.  When  the  diet  of  1 766  aflembled, 
the  minifters  of  Ihe  courts  who  had  become  guaran- 
tees, prefented  memorials  to  it,  in  favour  of  the  dif- 
fidents,  which  excited  violent  murmurings.  The 
haughty  and  fanatical  Bifhop  of  Cracow,  Soltyk, 
maintained  that  the  difRdents  had  no  title  to  reclaim 
ftbolifhed- rrghtSj  and  that  they  violated  the  conflitu- 
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tipn  of  thQ  republic  in  recurripg  to  the  interventioa 
of  foreign  powers.  Not  iatisfied  with  inlifting  on 
the  execution  of  iniquitous  laws  ena6led  againft  the 
diffidents,  he  propofed  new  difqualific^tions  ftill  more 
fevere.  His  feptiments  were  adopted  by  the  great 
majority  of  a  nobility  who  blindly  confounded  reli- 
gious prejudices  with  political  rights  ;  and  the  oppo^ 
fition  of  fonae  men  more  illuminated,  or  more  equit- 
able, occafioned  warm  debates.  Diforder  was  caN 
ried  to  its  height.  The  King  endeavoured  to  inter- 
pofe  a  fentiment  of  moderation  ;  he  immediately  in^ 
curred  the  reproach  of  favouring  the  enemie3  of  the 
Hate.  He  thought  it  bis  duty  to  retire.  There  were 
many  other  fittings  no  l6fs  fcandalous  than  the  firft ; 
and  the  tremendous  laws,  propofed  againft  the  diffi- 
debts,  were  imprudently  confirmed.  The  Ruffian 
troops  on  this  advanced  up  to  the  gates  of  Wa»lHw. 
Terror  then  obliged  the  diet  to  open  their  eyes.  They 
flattered  themfelves  the  Emprefs  would  be  fatisfied 
by  their  granting  the  diffidents  more  liberty  in  the 
exercife  of  their  religion.  But  this  palliative  by  no 
means  came  up  to  Catharine's  views.  The  diffidents^, 
who  demanded  a  compkic  equality  of  rights,  formed 
various  confederations,  which  were  prefently  joined 
by  many  catholics,  whom  the  Ruffians  had  gained 
over. 

Catharine  wiihed  to  difunitc  Poland,  in  order^^ 
afterward,  to  copquer  it  the  more  eafily.  Her  pre- 
cautions were  taken  with  fo  much  fagacity,  that  the 
King  of  Pruffiiai  no  lefs  ambitious  than  hcrfeif,  exert-r 
ed  all  his  influence  to  promote  her  defigns ;  and  the 
cabinets,  of  London,  Stockholm,  and  Berlin,  who 
imagined  they  were  iaterpofing  merely  in  favour 
of  religion,  openly  applauded  a  fyflera  o(  rapacity. 
^  A.  n.  1767.  New  grievances  farther  increafed  the 
diflentions  of  Poland,  The  catholic  nobility^  under 
the  denomination  of  malecontents^  formed,  in  all  the 
provinces,  aflociations  which  united  into  one  genera^ 
pgpfQder^^ioii>  whereof  Prince  Charles  JRad^iwil  wa^ 

appointee^ 
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appointed  marefchal.  This  Prince  had  been  one  of 
the  moft  violent  opponents  of  Poniatowlky's  election. 
He  affected  to  defpife  ftill  mor^  than  he  hated  him. 
When  he  faw  him  abandoned  by  the  Ruffians,  he 
united  his  confederation  to  that  of  the  diffidents,  an4 
aflcmbled  their  leading  men  in  his  palace  at  WarfaMr, 
under  the  very  eye  of  the  monarch: 

In  this  extremity  Staniflaus-Augiiftus,  who  per- 
ceived, the  neceffity  of  recurring  to  his  dependence 
on  Ruffia^  fummpned  a  diet  extraordinary.  But  that 
diet  was  far  from  adopting  bis  viewsl  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  prefence  of  the  Ruffian  army,  and  the 
haughty  demeanor  0(  Prince  Nicolas  Repnin,  who 
then  rqled  in  Warfaw  much  more  than  the  King  him- 
felf,  the  Bllhop  o(  Cracow  arid  his  adherents,  always 
impetuous,  alwftys  fanatical,  indulged  themfelves  in 
3.  ftrain  of  invedlive  againftibe  diffidents,  wbich  re- 
gard to  their  perfonal  fafcty,  if  not  to  decency  and 
good  fenfe,  ought  to  have  reftrained.  It  was  not  long 
before  this  temerity  met  its  puniftiment.  That  very 
evening,  while  the  Bi(bop  was  at  table  in  the  houfe 
of  Count  Minifzeck,  the  Ruffian-  colonel,  Igcelftrom, 
with  a  detachment  of  foldiers  at  his  back,  arrived, 
<md,  in  name  of  the  Emprefs,  carried  off  the  prelate, 
no  one  daring  to  make  the  flighteft  refiflaoce.  The 
Biftiop  of  Kioewie,  the  Count  de  Rzvoufky,  ftaroft 
p(  Dolina,  his  eldeft  fon,  and  feveral  other  noblemen, 
were  likqwife  feparately  piit  wnder  arreft. 

The  day  after  this  outrage  was  committed  Prince 
Repnin  addrefleda  note  to  the  confederates,  in  which 
he  pretended  that  he  was  under  the  neceffity  of  vio- 
lating Poliih  liberty,  purely  for  the  benefit  of  Poland. 
The  members  of  the  diet  applied  to  the  King  to  de- 
mand the  liberation  of  the  prifoners.  The  king  ac- 
cordingly preferred  an  immediate  requeft  to  Prince 
Repnin  that  he  would  enlarge  them;  but  it  was 
haughtily  it^ufed,  and  they  were  conveyed  into  the 
heart  of  Ruffia,  from  wfience  they  did  not  return  till 
jafter  an  exile  of  fix  year». 

-The 


2&2       *  JriSTORY  OF  CATflARIKB  II*  [l7S7» 

The  diet,  rtieanwhile,  no  longer  (deliberated  but 
with  fear  and.  trenr)bling,  and^  after  a  few^  ufelefs  fit- 
tings, appointed  a  coraraitlee  to  regulate  the  rights 
cf  the  diffidents,-  in  concert  with  the  miniftcrs  of  th6 
protecting  courts.  They  came  to  receive  the  orders 
©f  Prince  Repnin,  at  wbofe  houfeafrcmbled  the  ple- 
nipotentiaries from  Great  Britain,  PrufHa,  Sweden 
and  Denmark  ;  and  when  the  committee  had  receiv- 
ed thofc  orders  th^y  reported  them  to  the  diet,  who 
bad  become  too  wife  to  offer  a  word  of  contradi<ition^ 
The  diffidents  obtained,  then,  every  thing  that  the 
Ruflian  ambadador  was  plcafed  to  demand  iu  their 
behalf.  ..  The  ancient  laws  of  which  they  claimed  the 
reiloration  were  put  in  force,  and  fon^  others,  ftill 
more  favourable  to  them,  were  framed.  But  this  was 
undoubtedly  no  more  than  juftice,  again  ft  whicli  no- 
thing can  'be  alleged  except  the  mode  of  adminifter- 
ing  it.  The  political  rights  of  the  diffidents  were  fa- 
cred.  They  had  been  arbitrarily  abolifhcd ;  it  was 
fit  therefore  they  fhould  be  re-eftabli(hed.  What 
alone  muft  be-matter  of  affli6lion  to  the  real  friend 
of  the  liberties  of  Poland,  was  a  multitude  of  regula- 
tionsi  inti'oduced  by  Catharine,  for  the  exprefs  pur- 
pofc  of  prolonging  the  diforder  and  anarchy  of  that 
wretched  country,  and  of  leaving  it  for  ever  defence- 
lefs  againft  the  ufurpations  fhe  was  projcciHng. 

A  iervilc  fubtpiliion  had  promptly  fucceeded  in 
Warfaw  to  the  eccentricities  of  a  lofty  independence. 
But  this  forced  ftatc  C4DiuId  -not  be  of  long  duration. 
Murmuring  was  upqn  the  lips,  and  vengeance  lay 
brooding  at  the  bottom  of  the  heart.  As  foon  as  the 
diet  feparatcd,  the  catholic  nobles  fpoke  aloud  their 
complaints  on  occafion  of  the  laws  promulgated  iu 
favour  of  the  diffidents,  and  they  entered  into  new 
confederations  for  the  defence  of  the  RoiDan-catholio 
religion.  The  confederates  had  ftandards  on. which 
were  painted  the  Virgin  Mary  and  the  Infant  Jefus; 
they  wore,  like  the  croifaders  6f  the  fifteenth  century, 
crofles  embroidered  on  their  coats :  and,  what  is  ftill 
\  njore 
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more  unaccountable^  they  put  thenifelves  under  the 
prote6lion  of  the  Turks,  and  the  votaries  of  Maho- 
met prepared  to  fight  in  fupport  of  a  caufe  which 
wanted  to  pafs  for  that  of  Chrilt.. 

Staniflaus-AOguftus  being  able  neither  to  acquire 
the  confidence  of  his  own  fubjeds  nor  to  recover  the 
friendfhip  of  Ruffia,  was  blamed  by  all  parties,  and 
lived  in  his  capital  rather  as  a  prifoner  than  as  a  king, 
Catharine  would  perhaps  have  eafily  forgiven  him  a  . 
few  moments  of  apparent  defection,  but  the  afcendant 
of  OrlofF  forbade.  Prince  Rcpnin  governed  defpoti- 
eally  in  Warfaw,  and,  to  flatter  the  favourite  of  his 
fovereign,  omitted  no  opportunity  of  humbling  a' 
feeble  and  hclplcfs  king.  We  fliall  produce  a  fingle 
fa6l,  to  prove  in  what  ronfideration  his  Polifli  Ma- 
jefty  was  held  by  the  Ruffian  ambafiador.  One  even-* 
ing  that  the  King  went  to  the  theatre,  the  ambaflia- 
^or  did  not  appear  at  theufual  hour.  It  being  latifh, 
the  curtain  rofc  and  the  piece  commenced.  They 
h'ad  got  into  the  fecond  a<S  when  Repnin  entered. 
Nettled  that  they  had  not  Waited  for  him,  he  ordered 
the  performance  to  be  interrupted,  and  the  players  to 
bcg*in  again.  '     ' 

I  he  rondu<5l  of  the  court  of  Ruflia  at  the  fame 
time  fiilod  Europe  with  aftonifhment..  It-was  hardly 
conceivable  that  Catharinfefhould  have,  of  a  fudden, 
become  the  enemy  of  a  king  whom  ihe  herfelf  had 
raifed  to  the  throne.  But  what  was  to  be  expedted 
from  the  faint  reeolledlionof  an  extinguifhed  love  on 
the-heartofa  Princefs  whofc  object' it  was-,  in  forging 
fetters  for  Poland,  to  domineer  over  all  the  poten- 
ta.tes  of  the  north,  and.  to  render  herfelf  formidable 
tothofe  of  the  fouth  ?  She  was  fure  that  the  King 
of  Pruffia  wifhed  for  nothing  better  than  tQ  fliare 
with  her  the  provinces  of  Polaud.  ^She  gove  what 
laws  fheplerfed  to.&vycden  and  Denmark,  managing 
t}\e  one  "by  intrig'uev'ihe.jotherby  thci.hope  held  out; 
of  the  acceflion  of  Holi&einjto  that  pOwer,<fj.She  flat- 

'        '  tered 
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tered  England  with  a  treaty  of  alliance  andjcom- 

•  iBCTce.  Every  thing  feemed  to  concur  in  prpnatoting 
her  ambitious  viewsv 

The  Duke  dc  Choifeul,  who,  under  the  appear-r 
ance  of  levity  concealed  a  profound  genius,,  and  to 
whom  nothing  perhaps  was  wanting  to  con-ftitute  9 
great  minifter  but  more  fteadinefs  in  profecuting  his 
defigns/  and  greater  frugality  in  managing  the  trea- 
feres  of  France,  was  the  firffi  who  difcovered  the  fe- 
ctet  views  of  Catharine.  He  clearly  perceived,  that 
the  accumulation  of  power  at  which. (he  aimed  muft 

*  neceffarily  diminifh  the  confideratton  and  the  influ- 
ence pf  the  court  of  Verfailles.  He  refolved  to  attack 
the  evil  in  its  principle ;  and,  to  render  abortive  the 
projects  of  Catharine,  exhauft  her  refources,  ^nd  per- 
haps tumble  her  from  her  throne,  he  undertook  to 
embroil  her  in  war  with  the  Ottoman  empire. 

This  minifter  accordingly  addreflcd  himfelf  to  the 
Count  de  Vergenpes,  aml^aflador  from  France  at 
Conftantinople,  and  having  unfolded  the  grounds  of 
his  apprehenfions,  exhorted  him  to  fecond  his  projedV* 
The  Duke  de  Gboifeul  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
feeble  and  declining  ftate  of  the  Ottoman  empire, 
and  with  the  vices  of  si  government  which  was  the 
foie  caufe  of  that  feeblenefs  :  but  be  believed  it  ftiU 
in  a  condition  to  employ  Ruffia  for  a  conliderable 
time  ;  and,  be  the  iifue  of  the  w?r  what  it  mi^ht^  he 
wifhed  it  to  be  undertaken; 

Vergennes  fupported  the  defigns  of  his  court  with 
equal  addrefs  and  zeal.  A  long  refidence  in  Turkey 
had  given  him  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  loading* 
members  of  the  divan,  and  of  the  means:  of  influ-? 
encing  thcim.  Thefe  means  he  emptoyfcd.  He  re-^ 
prefcnted  to  the  Ottoman  mimftry  hovyunjuft  and 
dangerous  it  was  that  Kuffia  (hould  dare  to  violate 
the  rights  of  the-Pbiiih  nation,  "and  invadetboir  ter-t 
ritories.  He  made  tbeni  fenfible  that  the  ^fiemarcar 
tioa  of  limits^  infifted'ion'by  tfeiie  court  of  Peterfburgh 

would 


wouW  havfe  fatal  confequencefe  to  tlie  fcourity  of  their 
poflfeffion^  c^ii  the  filack  Sell,  and  pr^fled  tbeita  to  re- 
lift  that  <lemarcit^bn . 

The  Porte;  whofe  proteftion  the  confederafted  Polte^ 

liad  already  ittiplored^  at  firft  liftened  to  thecounfels 

ofVergeiancs  with  deference.     A  memoriai  was  ad- 

drefled  to  thfe  King  of  Poland,  demanding  a  fufpen- 

fion  of  the  regulations  refpe<9:ing  the  limits,  till  tic 

nece?ffary  explanations  were  given  to  ftcure  the,  Porte 

igainft  the.  danger  with'which  the  ceffion  of  the  Po- 

lortefe  territory  thrptened  the  C)ttomah  cntpire.  But 

-  Staiiifliius-A^guflus,  who  wka  under  iiiceflant  terroi' 

of  giving  ofFcnoe  to  Catharihe,  and  who  dfelired,  at 

whatever  pt\te,  to  regain  lier  friendfhip,  replied  to. 

the  <jt^arid-fignor,  that  there  was  no  intention  to 

alter  the  limits  between  Ruffia  and  Poland ;  and  this 

aflTura'ncfe  for  fome  time  luHed  t]be  divan  into  its  ufual 

apathy,   ,  ' 

The  'tourt  bf  Peterfburgh  oh  this  ebnclud^d  a 
treaty  of  cbmiiierce  and  alliance  With  that  of  Lou-v 
don,  a  treaty  Which  extended  the  prrvilegesbfBritifli 
fubjefts,  diminifhed  the  duties  on  importation  of  their 
commodities,  and  conferred  on  them  other  great  adj- 
vantages.  Her  natural  predile6lion  .in  favouY  of 'Eng- 
land, as  wfell  as  a  wifh  to  make  fure  of  additional 
aid  in  the  war  which  fhewas  meditating  againft the 
'  Turks,  determined  Catharine  to  ally  herfelf  to  the 
court  of  London. 

Ncverthclefs,  at  the  very  moment  When  Catharine 
was  aifplaying  the  great^ft  partiality  to  the  Britifh 
nation,  fhe  treated  very  unceremonioufly  the  Lord 
Macartney,  ambaflador  from;  England.  The  better 
to  conciliate  the  good  will  of  the  Em prcfs.  Lord  Ma- 
cartney carried  on  a  commerce  of  gallantry  with  one 
of  the  maids  of  honour  of  that  Princefs.  Their  in- 
trigue was  for  a  conlideraWe  time  conducSted  with 
fecreiy ;  but  the  lady  became  pregnant ;  and  this 
adventure  being  too  notorious  to  admit  of  the  Etit- 
prefs's  pretending  ignorance  of  it,  fhc  alTamed  the 

charuclcr 
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chara<n:er  of  extreme  feverrty,  difmifled  the  'offender 
from  her  fervice,  and  for  fome  time  forbid  the'  am- 
bailadov  to  appear  at  court.     This  rigour  in  Catha- 
rine .prefcntcd  undbubtedly  a  ftriking  coittraft  with 
the  liberties  in  which  ftis  indulged  herfelf.    She  mirft 
hav,e  been  ftrangely  ^.inder  .the  power  of  felf-deceit, 
if  jfhe  believed  it  pofiible  thereby  to  throw  a  vail  over 
her  own  condu6l :  but  it.  is  certain  that  fhe  forhe- 
timcs  afFecied,  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  who  knew  her 
beft;,  as   much   hypocrify  iu  morals,  as  in,  religian. 
Two  ladies  of  hei^  court,  one  of  them  *  her  apcient 
confidant,  being  at  a.rnaikcd  ball,^  were  talking- ra- 
ther too  loud  about  one  of  their  lovers:  Catharine 
came  up,  and,  in  a  tone  of  fcverity,  commanded  them 
to  leave  the  ball-room,  fincc  they  did  not  underftand 
better  to  refj)e6l  the  laws  of  decency. 

The  haagbtinefs  in   which   Catharine  fometimes 
arrayed  herfelf  could  neither  gain  her  the  friendfhip 
of  her  court,  nor  contribute  toward  the  refioration  of 
the  tranquillity  of  the  empire.     The  Princefs  d'Afch- 
koff  had  been  for  the  fecpnd  time  exiled  to  Mofcow. 
That  young  woman,  whofegreateft  pteafure  feemed 
toconfitt  in  braving  danger,  avenged  herfelf  of  tfie 
ingratitude  flie  had   expcncnced,  by  difclofing  the 
crirnesofthe  confpiracy  .in   which  fhe  had  adled  a 
principal  part,  and  by  inflaming  the  hatred  which  the 
Emprefs  excited.     Without  .either  eftee'ming  or  pity-, 
ing  the  Princefs  d'AfchkofF,  many  perfons  adopted 
her  refenlme«ts  \  and  the  fire  offedition,  dexteroafly 
blown  up  by  her,  made  a  daily  and  rapid  progrefs. 

Informed  of  the  murmurings  at  Mofcow,  Catha- 
rine aiFe6led  to  defpife  them,  and  refolved  to  fup- 
prefs^them  by  her  prcfence.  But  as  the  feverity  of 
winter  hardly  pernntted  her  to  undertake  a  long  jour- 
ney, fhe  endeavoured,  in  the  mean  time, 'to  divert 
the  attention  of  the  malccontents  by  a  report  af 
the  pleafures  enjoyed  at  her  court.  Pcterfburgh  ex- 
hibited two  or  three  tournaments,  in  which  the  Ruf- 
fian courtiers,  in   the  drcfs  and  armour  of  ancient 

knight- 
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knighthood,  difplayed  more  magnificence  than  gal- 
lantry, and. more  force  than  Ikill,  by  cuttitig^ofFthfe 
heads  of  .  a  few  mannikins  which  reprefehtcd- the 
moors,  and  by  piercing  >;?ith  their  lances  tigers  and 
wild-boar$  pf  pafteboard.  Thefe  expenfive  and  flitile 
exhibitions  m^t  with  unmixed  (jifapprobation.  No- 
thing however,  was  neglected  that  could  contribute 
to.tbciir  fplepdor  pr.  i.ntereft.  An  amphitheatre  was 
eredted  at  the  extremity  of  the  circus  dcftined  for  the 
exercifes  of  the  knights,  and  two  fuperb  apartments 
were  rearedy  the  one.  for  the  Emprels,  the  other  for 
the  Grand-duke..  In  .the  centre,  of  the  circus  was  a 
throne,  on  which,  the  judge  of 'the  field  was  fesated, 
with/orty  officers  in'his  tr^iri,  four  heralcls-at-arms, 
and  two  tr'uijipets;  and  on  the  four  fides  of  the 
gfand  a)^ea  ^ere  placed  other  trumpets,  tymbals,  and 
various  forts  of  inftru^nents/  the  military  mufic  of 
which  enlivened  the  jufting  matches.  The  ladies 
of  the  court  engaged  .as  well  as  the  knights. "  They 
were  divided  into  four  troops,  each  of  which  repre- 
fented  a  different  nation.  There  were  Sclavonians, 
Indians,.  Romans  and  Turks,  all  niagnificently  drefl^ed^ 
and' covered  with  pearls  and  precious  fl:ones.  At  the 
head  of  the  two  laft  troops  marched  Gregory  OrlofF 
and  his  brother  Alexis* 

The  celebrated  Marefchal  Munich  was  appointed 
firft  judge  of  the  field,  and  before  the  diftribution  of 
the  prizes  he  pronounced  an  oration,  which  evinces 
what  a  mailer  in  the  art  of  flattering  the  aged  war- 
rior approved  himfclf.     Here  it  is : 

♦ 

^*'  Illuftrious  Ladies  and  Chfcvaliers, .. 
"No  one  among  you  can  be  ignorant  that  not  a 

"  finglc  day  pafles,  no  not  an  inliant,*in  which   we 

^^  do  not  behold  the*  attention  of  our  mofl  gracfous 
Emprefs  to  increafe  the  luftre  of  her  empire,  to 
extend  the  fphcre  of  happinefs  to  her  fubjedls  in 

*^  general,  and  to  enhance  the  renowji  of  hcrnobi- 

**  lity  in  particular. 

\'    ■  '     '    '  ^'-This 
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;",Tbis  inoomparahlc  fovcreign  has  nia<Je  eliOiGeof 
*^  the  prefent  aufpicious  day,  to  give  td  the  priine  »o^ 
bility  of  her  empire  an  opportunity  of  fighalizing 
their  dexterity  in  the  rrtilitary  exercife^  of  a  bril-» 
*^  liant  carotifal,  and  fuct  as-  has  never  Wthcrta  beett 
"  prefented  in  Ruflia.  Who  but  muft  partake  witH 
*'  me  in  fentiments  of  admiration  Mid  gratitude,- 
^^  which  her  Majefty  has  fo  juftly  earned  by  this  ma- ' 
*^  ternai  goodnefs  and  forefight  ? 

"  Illuftrious  Ladies  and  Chevaliers^  you  have  ac-^ 
"  quitted  youtfelve*  in  thefe  noble  exercifts  in  A 
"  manner  worthy  of  your  birth,  and  calculated  td 
^*  give  you  the  afliirance  of  having  mcirited  the  good 
"  graces  of  her  Majefty,.  the  favour  of  his-  lordfhif* 
^^  the  Grand-duke,  and  univerfal  applaufe.*' 
,  He  then  turned  to  the  Countefs  de  Bouftourifn^ywlid 
1)ad  gained  the  firft  prize,  ana'  faid  : 

To  you,  Madan*,  her  Imperial  Majefly  anthori'ze^^ 
noe  to  affign  the  firft  prize^  the  recomp^nfc  ofaft 
addrefs  iarid  grace  far  above  the  ordinary  fVandartf, 
and  which  have  commanded  every  fuffrage.  I^ermift 
^^me,  Madam,  to  be  the  firft  to  corrgratukte  yoii 
on  this  honourable  diftin^ion,  which  entitles  ypii' 
**  todiftribute,  with  your  glorious  hands,  the  other/ 
"  prizes  to  the  ladies  and  the  valorous  knights.  ^ 

"  As  to  myfelf,  grown  grey  in  a  military  fervice  of 
*^  fi'Xty-fix  years,  the  okleft  man  and  the  moft  ancient 
*^  generat  in  Europe,  after  having  enjoyed  the  giory 
''  of  more  than  once  leading  the  Ruffian  armies  to 
'vi61ory;I  conlider  astlve  recompenfe  which  crowns^ 
all  my  labours,  the  honour  of  having  been  this  day 
"  not  only  the  witnefs,  but,  what  is  much  more,  the 
*^  premier  judge  of  your  glorious  exploits." 

Catharine,  at  the  fame  time,  had  the  Ikill  to  em- 
ploy more  honourable  means  to  eOablifh  her  autho- 
rity. She  engaged  m  ufeful  reforms  and  efiablirn- 
nacnts.  She  correded  the  courts  of  juftice ;  fhe  found- 
ed fchools,  hofpitals,  Goloniesw  She  endeavoured  to 
infpire  her  people  with  love  to  the  laws,  and  to  foftcn 

their 
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their  manners  by  inftruftioni  vFond  of  unbaurided; 
fway,  ardent  in  the  purfuit  of  every  fpecies  of  glory, 
Ihe  wilhed  to  be  at  oticca  conquewr  and  a  law- 
giver. Amidft  confpiraciesi  formed  to  fobvert  her 
throne,  occupied  in  making-  preparations  for  a  war 
which  feemed  to  engrofs  her  whole  attention,  and* 
engaged  in  intrigues  of  gaUantry,  (he  overlooked  no- 

-  thing  that  could  command  refpe<Sl  or  captivate  admi- 
ration. 

There  was  at  that  time  no  country  in  the  world  jjn 
which  jurifprudence  was  more  perplexed  ^ and  more 
Uncertain  than  in   Rui&a.     The'  formlcfs  code  of 
Alexis  Michaelowitz,  compofed  to  ferve  as  thebafis* 

.  of  legiflation,  was,  if  not  abrogated,  at  leaft  contra- 
didled,  by  the  numerous  edicts  of  his  fucceflbrs, 
edidls  always  diiftated  by  the  intereft  or  caprice  of 
the  moment.  The  fenate,  the  colleges,  the  benches 
of  the  empire,  embarrafled  by  fo  many  contending 
authorities  and  ftatutes,  protradVcd  law -fuits  to  ptsr- 
petuity,  of  terminated  them  without  gny  regard  to 
equity.  To  this  evil  was  added  one  of  ftill  greater 
magnitude,  that  of  the  venality  of  the  judges,  and 
thjEi  unlimited  power  with  which  they  were  armed. 

\Catharine  refolved  -to  apply  a  remedy  to  all  thefe 
Irregularities,  and  (he  labolired  not  altogether  un- 
fuccefefully.  She  eftabliihed  in  the  fenate  and  in  the 
colleges  various  dc{»rtments,  which,  having  only  one 
line  of  bufinefs  to  employ  each  in  particular,  muft 
neceflarily  produqe  a  more  regular  modt  of.  ^proce- 
dure, greater  difpatch,  and  fupply  fewer  refources  to 
chicane.  Afterwards,  to  deprive,the  judges  of  every 
pretext  to  excufe  their  negligence  or  their  prevarica- 
tion, fhe  increafed  the  emoluments  of  their  places,  a 
method  which  unfortunately  /is  not  always  efFeAual, 
but  which  proves  that  Catharine  well  underftood  the 
chara(Ster  of  the  nation  which  (he  governed.  In  truth, 
if  magiflrates  had  poflefled  a  fenfe  of  virtue,  was  it 
not  rather  by  the  feMiment  of  glory  than  by  pecu-^ 
r^Ty  rewards  that  they  ought  to"  haviC.  b;:en  Itimu* 
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lated  to  flee  injuftice  ?  The  Emprefs  employed  there- 
fore the  motive  which  fhe  believed  capable  of  in- 
fluencing' them  mod  powerfully.  She  faid  in  the 
oukafe  addrefled  to  them: — *'  Want  may  hitherto 

have  favoured  a  propenfity  to  interdt :  but  your 

country  is  henceforth  herfclf  to  pay  the  price  of 
"  your  .labours  ;  and  what  till  dow  might  ^be  paiv- 
^'  dpnable  fs  goirtg  to  betome  criminal."  Catharine 
did  more  than  increafe  the  falaries  of  the  judges; 
fh?  fettled  one  half  the  fum  on  them,  after  age  and 
infirmities  had  obliged  them  to  quit  thei;r  ftations. 
This  firft  labour  t^ing  4iCoompliflied,  the  Emprefs 
turned  .her. attention  to  the  framing  of  a  new  code 
of  laws.        '  > 

All  tl^e  provinces  of  Ruflia,  ,and  even  the  barbarous- 
nations  which  inhabit  the  mofl  remote  regions  of  that 
vaft  empire,  were  ordered  to  fend  deputies  to  Mo^ 
cow,  to  communicate  their  ideas  refpe6ling  the  laws 
bieft  adapted  to  their  condition.  Catharine  herfelf 
repaired  to  that  capital.^  The  opening  of  this  aflTetti- 
bly^ofthe  ftates  was  condu6led  with  extraordinary 
pomp/ It  was  undoubtedly  an  interefling  and  a  novel 
fpediacle,  that  of  the  deputies  of  numerous  tribes,  fo 
different  in  their  manners,  in  their- garb,  in  their 
JanguagCj  and  they  muft  have  been  aftonifhed  to  find 
themfelves  convoked  to  difcufs  the  laws  by  which 
they  Were  to  be  gm^ernec),  they  who  till  then  had 
never  known  what  it  was  but  to  yield  implicit  obe- 
dience to  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  mafter,  whom,  tlicy 
frequently  did  not  know. 

'I'be  Emprefs,  who  wifhed  to  beflow  on  this  af* 
fembly  an  appearance  of  the  moft  perfe6l  liberty,  had 
a  gallery  ere<^lcd  for  herfelf  in  the  hall,  from  whence, 
without  being,  vifible,  fhe  could  hear  and  fee  eyery 
thing  that/  pafled.  They  began  by  reading  'the  in^ 
ftru6fibns  tranflated  into  the  Ruflian  tongue,  the 
original  of  which,  written  in  French,  and  copied  al- 
moft  entirely  by  t|a^  Emprefs's  own  hand,  has  fince 
been  depofited  in  the  library  of  the  academy  of  Pc-. 
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terfburgh, ,  The  reading  was  frequently  interrupted 
by  burfts  ofappjaufe  The  illumination^  the  wifdonij 
the  humanity  of  the  fovereign.  were^ extolled  to  the 
Ikies.  But  fear  and  flattery  had  a  greater  fhare  in 
di6lati;ig  tboie  praifes  than  admiration.  They  wilbed 
to  attract  the  favour  of  the  Emprefs,  or,  at  leaft,  ef- 
cape  a-  journey  into  Siberia.  The  deputies  of  the  * 
Sanioiedes  alone  had  the  courage  to  fpeak  freely.  One 
of  them,  in  the  name- of  his  fellows,  arofe  and,faid: 
*'  \Ve  are  fimple  and  honeft.  Wepafture  our  rein- 
deer in  tranquillity.  We  have  no  occafigoa  for 
a  new  code :  but  confippfe  for  the  Ruffians,  our 
'*  neighbours,  .and  for  the  governors' whooi  you  fend 
**  us,  laws  that  may  reftrain  their  rapacity." 
.  The  new  fittings  were  not  fo  orderly.  Mention 
had  been  made  of  granting  liberty  to  the  peafahts. 
Many  thoufands  of  thofe  oppreflfed  creatures  were 
preparing  fo  maintain,  by  force,  what  they  expelled 
from  equity.  The  nobility  were  apprehenfive  of  an 
infurre'dtion  ;  they  dreg^^ed,  above  ah  things  the  di- 
minvition  of  thejr  fiches>  and  fome  of  the  nbbles  had 
the  audncity  to  declare  they  would  poignard  the 
firfl:  perfon  who  ftould  propofe  the  eifjfranchifement  ^ 
of  the  ferfs.  In  the  face  of  this  menace,  Count 
ScheremetotF,  the  richeft  individual  in  Ruflia,  faid 
that  he  cheerfully  confented  to  the  enfranchifcment 
in  queftion.  Debates  grew  warm,  and  threatened 
fatal  confequenQcs.  The  Emprefs  had  delegated  t6 
the  deputies  an  authority  fo  unlimited,  that  with  .a 
moderate  ihare  of  addrcfs  they  might  have  acquired 
the  power  of  dethroning  her  who  had  brought  them 
together.  Some  of  them  went  (b  far  as  to  intimate 
that  they  underliood  the  full  extent  of  their  power. 
Catharine  (hrunk  from  the  idea  of  it,  and  the  d0^ 
puties  were  fpeedjly  fent  back  to  their  feveral  pro- 
vinces. .  *     . 

Previous,  however,  to  the  diffblution  of  this  aflem- 
bl.y,  it  was  deemed  neceilary  that  it  fhould  figna!i?:e 
itfeJf  by  fome  cjazzling  expreflion  of  gratitude.   It  was 
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k^mMmd,  that  if  tfe  bttiefit  pwpofiid  to  the  natiwrl 
<^6iil<l  b6  Idft  to  th^^public,  it  fhoiild  not  be  fo  at  leail . 
t6  Ihe  ibvereign,  with  who^tbe  rtobfe  idea  had  origJi- 
totdJ.  Therfe  v^cfe  voted  acc©l-dtttgly't0  that  Princefe, 
fey  gendfal  acclaMti<?ftlj  the  tSules  of  the  great,  the 
%isE,  the  >»iybKTf^t,  arid  thfe  ittotHEK'  of  ttfea  Coui^- 
*ftY;  bttt  \VBfett  (hfe  Was fttpplicatfed  to  accept  <rf* tbofe 
titles,  (he  rfeplted  \rith  an  aflfe^ed  modefty,  "  That  if 
«  Ihfe  miid^r-ed  h^tfdf  woftby  of  the  ftrft,  it  was  the 
**  province  of  pofterity  to  bteQidw  it;  that  wifdomand 
'•*  pVfirdeiice  ^ere  girts  from  heaven,  foi-  which  fhe 
**  offered  up -daily  thanks,  without  prefuming  to  make 
**  a  merit  of  them  ;  thtity  finally,  the  title  of  Mother 
'*  of  her  Country  was  by  for  the  deareft  in  her  eycs^ 
'^  the  only  one  of  which  flie  couM  acoBpt,  and  which 
**  fhe  confidered  aa  Ibperior  to  every  other^  as  the 
**  fweeteft,  the  mod  glorious  recompenfe  of  the  la- 
^^  botirs  fhe  fnpported,  /and  the  folfoitude  (he  under- 
^  went  foi*  a  people  fo  dear  to  her." 

It  may  n4)t  be  unimportant  to  obfervc,  that  the 
Empreft  made  a  prefent  to  each  of  the  deputies  of  a 
gold  medal,  defigned  to  tranfmit  to  pofterity  the  ob- 
]^  of  their  convocation;  and  that  the  greateft  part 
of  thofe  mean  wretches  almoll  immediately  fold  then* 
medals  to  the  goldfmiths.) 

Proud  of  the  performance  which  had  procared  her 
the  homage  of  the  ailembly  of  Mofcow,  Catharine 
eagerly  exerted  herfelf  to  fend  copies  of  it  to  the  fo- 
Tcreigns  whofe  good-*wHl  fhe  wa3  folicitou^  to  ac- 
quire. They  all  prefented  compliments  of  congratu- 
lation on  the  magnanimous  undertaking  in  which  fhe 
had  engaged,  and  did.  not  hcfitate  to  afJure  her  that 
it  would  be  an  everlafting  monument  of  her  glory. 
The  King  of  Prufiia,  who  well  knew  her  difpofition 
to  iwallow  flattery,  and  who  alwf^j's  lavifhed  it  upon 
her  with  no  left  delicacy  than  addrefs,  wrote  her  a 
long  letter,  in  which  he  placed  her  between  Solon 
and  Lycurgfus ;  and  in  his  officiar  difpatch  to  tha 
Count  de  Solms,  thuS  expreiies  himfgjf  t — "  • . .  Hif- 

^^  tory 
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/^^  QvH^n  Elizabeth  of  England  is  mni^ed  ainoc^g  X^g 
^^^eateft  |)aliticiain^;  Maria-X^ea'efa  of  Auftria  dif-. 
^^'  played  uncocnmon  intrepidity  on  her.  accelfion  to 
^'  thp  thFone ;  bmt  no.  woman  had  IjHherto  been  a . 
*f  l^gSftatrix :  tft^t  glpiy  .was  referyod  for  the  E^^flprefa 
*^  of  Ruffia,  and  Ayell  dpes  flip  dicf^rve;  it.^'   .The  Enp- 
pj^eis  received  this  lett^  at  ^af^a.     She  was  thea  on 
a  vifit  to  her  Aliat^  provinei^^  apd  the  ^a^otts  ^anj^s  - 
<?f  the  A^plga, 

What  mufi  aippear  ratbtfiTj  extraordinary  is,  that, 
«while  Catharine  wa^  eijerting  herfejf  to  rci^t  the  fa- 
brie  of  her  glory  on  a  iblid  baiis,  Q^^  ibould  deet»  it 
^  niatter  of  lingular  ifnportaa'ce  to  obtain  from  all  ^)e 
powers  of  Europe  the  title  of  Imptp'i^l  Mdjs/iy^  whi^ 
Ibme  of  them  f  efu&d,her*  The  j^it^g  of  Swod^^  b^ 
long  granted  it ;  ,but  the  Swedifti  4kit  did  not  carry, 
•their  con^plaifaace  fo  far  tiU  the  l^^giifts^ing  Osf  thi^ 
year.  ^\ 

•^  A.  p.  1708,  Louis  XV.  -obftinately  .perfifted  h^ 
with-holding  this  defignation.  Knowing  that  thQ 
ibyereigns  of  Ruffi^  had  never  begun  to  aflUme  the; 
title  of  Emperor  till  the  time  of  Pc?ter  i.  h^  conlidere<J 
them  as  ift  fome  meafure  a  newly  created  nobility^ 
He  did  not  reflecSl  that' the  power  of  Prin pes,  not  the 
^antiquity  of  their  race,  conftitotes  their  claims.  The 
refufal  of  the  King  of  France,  yi^^  a  fource  of  humi- 
iiation  to  Catharine,  but  was  not  the  pnJy  reafon  (he 
l^ad  to  be  difple4^4  with  hini.  .  She  entertained  n^ 
<Loubt  that  this  monarch  was  acquainted  with  all  the 
fepret*  of  the  ppnfpiracy  which  bad  placed  her  on  the 
throne  ;  a»d  ^  knew  befides,  that  the  French  am- 
biai^idor  at  ConftantinQplc  qad  Ipng  been  employing 
bis  influence  to  induce  the  Turks  to  declare  war 
jigainft  Rufli,a.  What  then  would  fne  have  thought^ 
bad  (he  read  a  letter  written  by  the  Duke  de  Chpi- 
feulj  of  which  fhe  herfelf  was  the  fubje<5l  ? — "  We 
^  well  know,"  faid  he,  "  the  inconliderate  animo(ity 
?^  of  .thp  coyi'l  of  RuflBa  againft  F^aia^e.  The  King 
./  'T3  .     "      «h^^ 
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*^  has  Aich  a  rooted  ciontempt  of  the  Princefs  who  go- 
**  verns  that  country,  of  her  fentimcnts(  anci  condu <ft^ 
^'  that  oUr  intention  is  not  to  niove  a  fingle  ftep  to- 
**  ward  procuring  ah  alterati6n.    The  King  confiders 
**  th^  hatred  of  Catharine  a^  much  more  honourable 
than   her  friehdfhip.  *  At  the  feme  time  he  wiflies 
to  avoid  the  explofion  of  an  open  rupture." 
But  the  intrigues  of  a  foreign  court  a^ftd  thedaft- 
gers  of  war  could  not  greatly  difturb  Catharine ;  nay, 
they  were  perhaps  as  ncceflary  to  her  as  the  unrerriif-  * 
ting  attention  (he  paid  to  the  govermnentof  her  em- 
pire, to  ward  off  the  remorfe  and  horror  which  pur- 
fued  her.     She  could  not  help 'fi-ec^uently'reflecfting 
that  a  fingle  moment  might  ftrip  her  of  the  fruit  of 
her  crimes,  and  that  the  greateft  part  of  her  fubjedts 
paffionatdy  longed  for  fuch  a  moment.     The  name* 
of  Peter  III.  was  becomfe  dear  to  the  Ruffians.    They 
recolle<5led  with  complacency  the  good  which  he  had " 
done,  the  defire  he  e^fprefled  of  doing  more ;  they 
forgot   his  errors,  his  wcakne(Ies,    expiated  by  too 
many  calamities*    'They  mourned  over  thedifnial  lot 
of  this  Prince:;  and  the  croud  of  malecontents  with 
which  the  empire  was  peopled,  might  conceal  more 
than  one  avengen 

Stung  to  the  quick  by  the  deplorable  death  of  the 
Czar,  and  enraged  to  behold  his  executioners  divid- 
ing among  them  his  fpoils,  a  young  officer,  named 
lYchoglokoftVrefoived  to  avenge  him,  and  beHcved 
that  heaven  itfelf  had  inipired  the  defign.  After  long 
refledlion  on  the  means  of  executing  his  fanguinary 
purpofe,  he  repaired  to  the  palace  feveral  days  fuc- 
ceffively,  keeping  himfejf  always  concealed  in  a  dark 
paflage  which  led  to  the  remote  apartments,  whither 
the  Empreft  reforted  when  fhe  wifhed  to  be  in  pri- 
vate. Chance  faved  the  lifeof  this  Princefs,  by  pre- 
venting her  from  going  along  the  paflage  in  which 
TfchoglokofF  ^yaited  for  her.  Vexed  at  a  delay  whicj^i 
he  had  not  forefeen,  and  impatient  to  ftrike  a  bjow 
which  he  deemed  important  t6  his  country  and  glo- 
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rk>iis  to  hiinielf,«this  young  nian-iuad  the  tmprudelnce 
ta  impart  his  fecret  to  another x)fficer,  whom  he  con-  -. 
lidered  as  biai  friend.     That  friend  made  haftdto  be- 
trey  him.     OrlofF,  informed- of  the  meafureSs  which* 
TfchoglokofF  was  taking,,  and  of  the  inftant  when  h^' 
relumed  his  ftatioti  to  wait  for  the  Emprefs,  had  liimT 
arfefted  on  the  fpot.     He  wks  found  arm«d:with'.av 
long  dagger,  and,'  without  hefilation,  acknowledged* 
the  ufe  which  he  intended  tojnak©  of  it.    Cathamney. 
always  fufficibntly  miflrefe/of  herfelf  to  conceal  heri 
indignation  and  kir  terrors,  afFc6led  to  pardon  the 
daring  irifvader  of  her  life,  whom  a  fit  of  political  fa-i-; 
naticiffn  had  mifled.     She  even  adrtiitted  him  to  her. 
prefence,  and  {|)oke  to  him  with^gentlenefs.    ^Thisr 
generofity  was  merely  a  difguife.     Catharine  was  fe- 
licitous to  hide  from  the  public  eye  a  defign  .which, 
had  it  been  known,  might  foon  have  beeri  imitated; 
But^  as  fhe  could  not  flatter  herfelf  with  the  hope  of 
making  a  thorough  convert  of  a  man  who,  through 
ai)  cxcefs  of  humanity,  had  meditated  aflaffination, 
Ihe  foon  ordered  TfchoglokofF  to  be  arretted  and. 
exiled  to  the  wilds  of  Siberia. 

To  that   very  Siberia,    however,  whither  Ruffia 
fends   men  condemned,    \tiW  an  exile  worfe  than 
death ;  to  thofe  ever  frozen   dteferts,  and  to  regions 
ftill  colder,  (he  is  indebted  for  a  great  part  of  her 
wealth  and  glory.     The  agents  of  the  two  boards  of 
comme^:ce,  -ihe  one  of  whidh  is  eftablifbed  at  K.1mt- 
fchatka-,  and  the  other  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kovvimn, 
informed  the  court  of  Peteriburgh   of  the  difccvery  ^ 
th«y  had  made  of  the  Alcoutes  iflnnds,  in  the  ftrait 
which  feparatcs  the  north-weft  coaft  of  America  from 
the  continent  of  Afia.     The  navigators  of  the  two 
companies  had  arrived  there  almoft  at  the  fame  time,  * 
and  puvchafed  peltry,  employing  the   nieans  necef- 
fary    to  the  continuance  of  that  commerce.     The 
liirs  thcn^ce  produced,  and   which   they  fent  to  the* 
Emprefs,  were  e^jtremely  beantifnl/cfpccially  tholb 
pftlie  black  fox.    ^  •  . 
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:.  A-bbut  tiie  fame  tkne  Catterine  foriried  4be  u(eful 
projeft.  x&f  eraploym^  fevcral  men  of  talents  to  travel 
over  the  intferior  of  her  vuft^  eftates,  in  order  to  afceN  ■ 
ttiB  the  geographieii)  pofitioQ'of  the  principal  plaoes^ 
to  obferve  their  temperature,  and  to  exarhmt?  the  na^ 
tore  of  the  foil,  its  produ6tion8,  Hs  ricbei?^  as  well  as  tha. 
manriersacKi  the  ehara<ftcr  of  the  tribes  who  people  it^> 
Supplied  with  everj^  thing  that  could;  contribute  to- 
Wardi-the  Ibcceft  of  tm.  enter prifefo  noble;  Palla3  and 
Falk  Kct  out  early  in  the  year  for  the  diftrids  of  the. 
Vo%a,'  and  the  governments  of  Qrenburgh,  of  Ekar- 
therinenburgh,  and  of  Kafan.     Gmelin.and  Gulden-') 
ftoedtvere  (bon  after  difpatched  to  vifitt lie  banks  of 
tlie'Don  and  of  the  Dontetx,  up  to  the  Dnieper,  as- 
-'well  as  all  the  country  extending  from  Afti'akan  to 
tlie  frontiers  of  Perfia,   To  this  undertakiogwe  flatnd 
iridebted  for  the  interefting  works  of  Pallas  and  of 
Gmelin. 

Aflured  that  it  is  lefs  by  the  power  of  arms  than  by 
liiperiority  in  arts  and  fciences^  that  nations  acquire: 
a  brilliant  reputation  in  the  annals  of  mankind,  Ca- 
tharine ^  zealoufly  encouraged  men  ,  of  letters  and 
^rtifls.  She  appropriated  the  fum  of  5000  roubles 
annually,  to  reward  perfons  who  fhould  tranflate  into 
the  Ruffian  language  foreign  books  which  merited 
that  dillindtic'iK  She  granted  additional  privilegca 
to  tbe  academy  of  fciences  at  Peterfburgh,  and  in- 
vited illuftrioUs  ftrangers  to  add  the  celebrity  of  their 
names  to  that  of  the  names  which  already  graced  it. 
She  likewife  increafed  the  number  of  pupils  in 
the  academy  of  arts,  founded  during  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  and  eftablifhcd  an  order  in  it,  better 
adapted  to  attain  the  objedl.of  its  infiitution.  Ever 
fince  this  reform  took  place,  no  pupil  can  be  admit- 
fed  who  is  above  fix  years  of  age,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  pernicious  effedls  of  a  faulty  education,,  in^  cor- 
rupting the  uncjerftanding  or  the  moral  qharadier. 
After  being  under  the  tuition  of  females  for  three 
years,  they  are  turned  over  to  male  inftru6lors,  and 

.  devote 


devote  tbeir  attention  to  tiie  {)aitioular  aii>for\s4)icii 
tbey  diicoi7er  the  greatefb  inclination  •  Tbey  may  bek 
come  painters,  fculptorsi^  architeifb,  watch^inakefSy 
or  iearn  the  art  of  foundery,  ^nd  of  confirudling  phy^ 
fical  and  mathematical  infirumenta.  During  ttl^e 
whole  period  .of  their  refidence  in  the  academy,  they, 
are  pernntted  to  receive  tiothing  from  their  relations* 

.  They  are  clothed  and  boarded  ^t  the  expense  of  tho 
fiate.  At  the  ^e  of  fifteen  tbey  leave  the  academy. 
.  They  are  at  liberty  to  fettle  .wherever  they  pleafe  j 
and,  if  their  condudl  cotrefponds  to  the  care  employ- . 
ed  in  carrying  on  their  education,  letterskof  nobility 
are  granted  them.  Independently  of  thefe  iadvan-* 
tages,  thbfe  of  the  pupils  who  have  carried  off  the 
firft  prizes,  receive,  for  three  years,  a  peniion  to  en*^ 
able  them^to  travel  through  Europe. 

The  Emprels  well  knewiier  fubje<9:s  believed  that  ^ 
fhe  did  not  love  her  fon,  and  that  this  was  one  of  tbe 
caufes  of  thelb*  eftrangei'Jient  from  her.  She  found 
means  to  make  them  change  this  opinion;  means 
which  were  at  once  to  ferve  as  a  proof  of  her  couraj 
and  a  prefervative.  of  her  beauty.  Inoculation  for  tl 
fmall^'pox  began  to  be  pra^lifed  in  Europe  ;  but  thk 
falutary  mode  of  treating  the  diftemper  wore  a  ter-r 
rifying  afpeift,  and  no  fbvereign  bad  hitherto  dared 
f  to  undergo  the  operation.     Catharine  refblved  that 

her  fon  Ihould  fubmit  to  it.  Before  fhe  tried  the 
experiment  on  him,  (he  had  herfdf  inoculated  by 
Doctor  Dimfdale,  a  famous  Engliih  furgeon  ;  and^ 
when  Oie  was  fatisfied  that  no  danger  attended  the 
procefs,  prevailed  with  tbe  Grand-duke  to  follow  her 
example.  The  foccefe  was  complete  in  both  csSes. 
The  fcnate  inftituted  a  feftival  on  the  -occalion.^ 
Dimfdale  was  magnificently  recompenfed  ;  tbe  cou- 
rage and  maternal  tendernefs  of  the  Eroprefs  wier^ 
extolled  all  over  Europe. 

From  the  !noment  that  Turkey  began  to  threaten, 

-  Catharine,  who  did  not  yet  find  herfelf  in  a  condi- 
tion to  make  war  to  advantage,  fufpended  tbe  r^iu 
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latioa  of  Ihe  limits  between  Ruffia  aiidPoklld ;  but 
fhe  did  not,  however,  reoounce  tiie  ^dpe  of  fuccef^' 
fidly-  invading  a  part  of /that  kingdom  ^  the  wretched 
inhabilahts.of  whicshi.fhe  continued  t0  divide  and  t» 
oppreft.  Thofe  .who  \^cih  Imoft  imfjatient  jof  the 
Ruffian  yalce,  had  oftener'than  bocethfe  boldnefs  lo 
attack  'their  armies.  ,  Encouraged  •  hy»  /Auftria,  and 
cfpecially  Joy. France,  they  nsiade  themfel^esy-tnafters 
of:  the  cityuof  Cracow,,  of.s.ipart  q(  Podolia,  awl 
united  theirrpowers  in  the  fcjrtrefs  of  Bar,  the  naiiie 
of  which  was  then  given  to  tbi^  confederation,  whicli 
it3  bold  exertions,  and  its  misfortunes  have  raifed  to 
A^elebrity.     ;. 

The  Emprofs  ordered  a  fre fh  reinforcement  of 
troops  to  enter  Iceland,  the  command  of  which  fbe 
gave  to  lieutenant-general  SoltikofF.  The- confeder- 
ates, panicfftruck,  addrcfle^  themfelves  ai  fecond 
time  to  the  Turks.  The  .Count  de  Vergennts,  in- 
formed of  this  procedure,-  renewed  his'  importunities 
to  the  divan,  in  the  view  of-ftimulating  that  cabinet 
to  fupport  the  Polanders,  and  oppofe  the  aaibitious 
projeds  of  .Catharine.  In  this  he  fucceeded.  The 
ambafladoF  of  that  Princefs  was  committed  to  the 
caftle  of  the  Seven  Towers,  and- the  reis-effeiidi  de- 
livered a  manifefto  to  the  foreigti  minifters,  contain- 
ing a  dccbration  of  war  by  the  Grand-Signor.againft 
Ruffia,  and  accufing  her  of  having  infringed  trea- 
ties, and  violated  the  territory  of  the  Ottomart  em- 
pire/ .  But  fuppofing  Vetgennes  to  have  employed 
no  influence .  to  roufe  the  Turks  to  take  up  arms; 
ought  theyvto  have  bieen  tame  fpedlators  of  the  agr 
greffions  of  Ruffia  ?  Ought  they  to  have  beheld  with 
andifiefence  Catharine  treating  Poland  as  a  conquer- 
ed province,  in  leaving  it,  by  way  of  derifion,  the 
double  title  of  kingdom  and  republic  ?  Would  it  .not 
even  have  been  found  policy  in  all  the  other  powers 
to  imitate  the  noble  example  of  the  Ottomans,  and 
unite  to  check  the  oppreflbrs  of  Poland.  But  the 
^attention  of  each  of  them  w^s  engroflcd  by  its  own 
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private  advantage,  without  refle6^ing  that  their  joint* 
and-  leading  intereft  was  to  maintain  the  balance  of- 
Eiirope.     The  Turks  gave  out  that  the}'  were  going 
"to  t)pen  the  campaign  with  an  army  of  SOO^OdO  men/ 
The  Emprefs,  by  this  time^  feared  neither  the  me^ 
iiaces  nor  the  undifciplined  multitudes  of  the  Otto- 
mans.  She  had  been  allowed ;time  to  prepare  for  her 
defence,  her  exertions  were  formidable.    She  too  ad- 
drefled  a  manifefto  to  all  the  minifters  of  the  neutral 
or  allied  powers,  and  declared  war  by  found  of  trum- 
pet in  Peterfburgh. 

A.  D.  175g.  The  Ruffian  armies  were  fpeedily  in 
motion,  and  extended  their  progrefs  from  the  banks 
of  the  Danube  to  thofe  of  the  river  Kuban.  The 
Tartars  of  the  Krimea,  who  had  engaged  on  the  fide 
of  the  Turks,  were  the  firft  againft  whom  Catha- 
rine's armies  fignalized  their  pfowefs.  General  IfakofF 
drove  12,000  of  them  oU^*of  New  Servia,  intb  which 
they  had  penetrated  under  the  commdnd  of  their 
KHan.  Matters  of  AzofF  and  of  Taganrok,  the  Ruf- 
fians put  thefe  two  places  in  a  condition  to  refift  their 
ancient  pofjeflbrs,  and  laboured  unremittingly  to  irt- 
crea'fe  the  fmall  fquadron§  which  have  fince  fecured 
to  them  the  empire  of  the  Black  Sea, 

The  Kofacs  of  the  Ukraine  penetrated  into  MoU 
davia.  Prince  Gallitzin,  who  commanded  the  prin- 
cipal Rufli^n-army,  pailcd  the  Dnieper,  and  attacked 
30,000  Turks,  under  the  ramparts  of  Khoczim,  but; 
met  with  a  repulfe,  and  the  conquerors  purfued  him 
to- the  other  fide  of  the  river.  That,  general  then 
publi(hed  a  manifefl:o,  inviting  all  the  Polonefe,^  who 
Were  not  of  the  confederation  of  Bnr,  to  take  up 
arms  agiainft  this  confederation.  Soltikoff  had  already 
iblemtily.  declared  to  his  army,  that  if  any  one,  offi- 
'Cer  or  foldier,  took  a  confederatt;  prifoner,  and  fpar- 
ed  his  life,  he  fhould  be  feverely  punifhed.  Nine  no- 
ble Polanders  "ibon  after  appeared  at  Warfaw,  with 
i}oth  hands  cut  off.     This  mutilatibn  was  the  work 
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of  thfi  Rq^jj  Gaow^l  Urewita.   Theb^vfearian  h^ 
Bjfted  <^t  Qfice  ;|s  their  judge  a,n4  their  executioner. 

Catharine  recalled  from  Warfew  Prioce  Repuin, 
whole  mfolencc  gave  juil  offence  to. every  , Pali (h 
nmn,  without  excepting  even  the  warmed  friends  of 
Kaffia,  H?  Mfas  replaced  ^  atnbaflador  by  Prince 
Wolkoniky,  who  exerted  him felf  in  vain  to  effedl 
the  re-confederation  already  propofed  in  Gajlitzin's 
inanifefto.  The  Eroprefs  clearly  perceived  hovy  dan- 
gerous it  would  be  for  her  to  have  a  general  union 
among  the  Poles  againft  the  Ruffians,  But  the  efforts 
of  her  generals, /and  the  intrigues  of  her  minifters, 
ferved  her  views  at  that*  tiix>e  much  lefs  effe6laally 
than  the  weaknefs  and  inattention  of  the  court  of 
Verfailies.  Had  that  court  been  really  in  earneft,  the 
confederation  of  Bar  would  have  been  generalizecj, 
the  Porte  potently  fupportp^,  and  Poland  would  {till 
have  been  among  the  nuip^  of  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope. 

Long  before  the  execution  of  th.e  partition  of  Po- 
I&nd^  the  Emprefs  and  the  Kieg  of  Prufiia  were 
equally  fenfible  of  the  ncceffity  of  a  perfonal  confer- 
ence on  this  important  fubje<ft.  But  appr-ehenfive 
that  fuch  an  interview  would  not  fail  to  give  miibrage 
to  the  other  powers,  and  ths^t  perhaps  the  obje6l  of 
'  it  might  be  di (covered,  they  thought  proper  to  give 
it  up.  Frederick,  upon  tjiis,  having  furni(hed  bis 
brother,  Princef  Henry,,  with  proper  inftrudtjons,  dif- 
patched  him  to  Ruffi^.  The  better  to  conceal  thq 
defign  of  his  journey,  Prince  Henry  gave  out  that  he 
bad  nothing  in  view  but  to  pay  a  vifit  to  bjs  fifler, 
the  Queen  of  Sweden.  When  be  got  to  StocJcholm 
be  declared  it  to  be  bis  intention  to  return  to  Priifij^ 
fcy  way  of  Denmark.  But  he  appeared  ^U  of  a  fud- 
den  to  change  his  purpofe,  and,  under  aft'e^lation  of 
cojnplaifance  to  Catharine,  yielded  to  her  requeft, 
that;  being  fo  near,  he  would  favour  her  w'itb  a  vifit 
9k  Peterlburgb.     Thus,  though  Prince  Henry  left 
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jBeriip.  exprefsly  in  the  view  of  travelHi^  into  Raffia^ 
he  contrived  to  ha«^.  it  believed  that  tbere  was  ij^o 
pTemedrtation  in  the  cafe.  * 

Prince  Henry  embarked  at  Stockholm,  in  a  galley 
which  conveyed  him  to  Abo,  the  capital  vf  Frrtlattd. 
The  wee  he  repaired  to  Peterfburgh.  A  clia'mb(jrkiaj 
from  the  Emprefs  advanced  to  meet:  him  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Ruffia.  Gteweral  Bibikoff  receiveid  hiln  .4it^ 
the  laft  ftation  previous  to  his  reaching  the  metre}k>^ 
Kg,  and  condu(9:ed  him  to  the  palace  prepared  for 
his  refidence,  and  where  the  prime  miniftei*,  Panin^ 
was  waiting  to  welcon>e  him.  The  Prince  entered 
the  city  under, a  difchai^e  of  Artillery ;  and  every 
where  received  the  honocirs  ufually  paid  to  crowned 
heads.  Next  day  he  went  tocourt  with  a  fpfcnditl 
retinue,  and  dined  in  public  with  the  Emprefe* 
Every  thihg  was  conducted  this  day  with  the  n^oft 
rigid  attention  to  ceremony  ;  but  etiquette  was  aftef- 
wards  dilpenfed  with,  and  the  Eruprefs  and  the 
Prince  epuld  meet  and  converfe  at  perfedl  eafe. 

A.  D.  1770.  Every  day  was  diltinguiflhed  by  fame 
feftival,  or  fome  iiew  fpedacle.  We  fliall  not  go  into 
the  detail  of  any  of  thefe,  except  of  the  f^U  given 
at  Tzariko-Zelo.  Its  masrnificence  entitles  it  to  a 
place  in  hiftory. 

As  the  evening  fet  in,  the  Emprefs,  the  Grand- 
duke,  Prince  Henry,  and  different  perfonagcs  about 
court,  to  thjB  number  of  fixteen,  took  their  places  in 
an  immenfe  fledge,  drawn  by  fixteen  borfes,  the  car- 
riage covered,  audlined  with  double  glaflcs,  which 
re-produced  the  images,  without  number,  of  all  th$ 
objeds  within  or  on  the  outlide. .  This  fledge,  fol- 
lowed by  above  2000  more,  left  PeterflDurgh  ;  th^ 
whole  company  milked  and  vvearing  dominos. 

When  the  cavalcade  had  advanced  a  mile  from 
the  city,  it  pafled  under  a  vaft  triumphal  arch  fu-" 
perbly  ilUiminated.  At  the  cml.  of  every  mile  in  con^ 
tinuation,  a  grand  pyramid  arofc,  lighted  up  with 
lingular  art,  atid  oppoflte  to  each  of  thefe  wa^  reared 

a  plat- 


^a  platform,  on  which  the  young  peafintry  of  ^botfc 
fcyes  Were  dancing.  Each  placfOrm  prefentcd  a  dif-^ 
fcrent  nation,  which  its  drcfs,  its  n)ode  of  dantmg,^ 
and  its  mufic,  rendered  eafily  diftingnifhable. 

Haifa  league  fhort  of  the  chateau  of  Tzarlko-Zelo,- 
rofe  a  lofty  mountain,  feprelenting  Vefuvius  when 
he  vonnits  out  torrents  of  fire.  This  artificial  erup- 
tion fafted  all  the  time  the  carriages  were  fill ng.ofF  in 
light  of  the  mountain. 

The*  interior  of  the  palace  of  Tzarfkd-Zelo  wa^ 
irradiated  by  an  infinite  number  of  wax-ligbts.  The 
dancing  commenced  and  continued  for  two  hours  in, 
different  falopns.  A  difcharge  of  cannon  was  fud- 
denly  heard,  the  dancing  ceafcd,  the  wax-lights  were 
extingui(hed,all  the  company  flocked  to  the  win- 
dows and  enjoyed  the  exhibition  of  a  very  magnifi- 
cent artificial  firework.  Another  burft  of  artillery 
then  gave  the  fignal  to  relumine  the  apartments.  A 
fumptuous  entertainment  had  already  been  ferved 
up.  On  rifin'g  fi*om  fupper  the  dartcing  re-com- 
firienced,  a;nd  laftcd  till  the  morning.  Prince  Henry 
paflcd.all  his  evenings  with  the  ^mprcfa,  in  a  fa- 
vourite retreat,  which  tljat  Princefs  denominated  her 
hennitnge.  ' 

Perhaps  it  may  be  proper  to  convey  an  idea  of  this 
retreat  which,  under  a  modelt  name,  contains  every 
artrcle  of  the  moil  refined  luxury.  It  occupies  a 
complete  wing  of  the  imperial  palace.  The  entrance 
is  by  a  gallery  decorated  vyith  valuable  pidlures.  The. 
other  apartments  are  two  faloons  very  elegantly  finifli- 
ed,  and  a  dining-room,  in  which  the  company  isen-f 
tertained  at  confidential  tables  of  diff^erent  fizes.  No 
domeftic  is  permitted  to  enter  this  apartment.  AH  ^ 
that  is  needful  is  to  (irike  the  wainfcot,  anci  therei 
inftantly  fiart  up  tables  replenifhed .  with  every -thing 
defirable.  From  this  hall  there  is  a  communication 
with  a  winter  garden,  where  the  guefis  walk  through 
well  gravelled  alleys,  under  verdant^ trees,  and  amidfl: 
fruits  and  flowtrs  of  every  fpecies.    This  garden  is  , 
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raifed  on.  arches,  and  the  fluei  which'  are  Qfiderneatb 
keep  up  conftantly  a  gentle  warnrth  ;  fo  that-Jn  the 
moft  rigorous  feafon,  yoa  may  gather  there  the  peach 
and  the  pine-apple,  the  hyacinth  and  the  rofe.    • 

Above  is  a  terrace,  where  another  garden  in  thei 
Afiatic  tafte  appears  ;  but  it  can  be  enjoyed  only  in 
fummcr. 

At  the  hermitage  there  was  likewife  a  theatre, 
where  they  reprefented  dramatic  pieces,  compofed 
by  the  Emprefs  and  the  wits  of  her  court,  and  which 
generally  donfifted  of  fatire'on  foreign  courts,  or  of 
ludicrous  allufions  to  well-known  characters  at  Pe- 
terlburgh. 

Prince  Henry  exprcfled  a  wi(h  to  fee  Mofcow,  He 
was  immediately  conveyed  thither,  in  the  carriages 
of  the  country,  with  uncommon  rapidity.  Thre'e 
weeks  after  he  found  himfelf  again  at  Petcrlburgh. 

Among  the-  various  prcfents  which  he  received 
from  thc'Emprefs,  particular  notice  was  taken  of  the 
plate  of  the  order  of  St.  Andrew,  decorated  with 
very  large-brilliants,  as  well  as  a  lingie  diamond, 
valued  at  40,000  roubles.  The  ring  which  jcontained 
this  jewel,  was  farther  enriched  by  a  portrait  of  Ca* 
thanne. 

But  neither  banquetings  nor  other  amufements 
diverted  Prince  Hertry's  attention  from  the  fecretob- 
jecl  of  his  vifit.  In  the  private  interviews  be  had 
with  the  Emprefi,  to  difmember  Poland  was  a  pointy 
determined.  Catharine  and  Frederick  were  equally 
clelirous  to  undertake  the  divifion  of  the  fpoil,  but  it 
was  impoffiblc  without  the  co-operation'  of  a  third 
ally.  Had  Maria-Thercfa  ftill  been  folc  miflrefe 
of  the  empire,  it  would  have  been,  pei-hnps,  impof- 
fiblc to  decoy  her  into  a  fcheme  of  plunder  fo  pal- 
pably unjuft.  Jofeph  II.  was  not  fo  fqueamid). 
Turkey,  France,  England,  would  likewife  have  had  , 
it  in  their  power  to  maintain  the  treaties  of  which 
they  were  guarantees  ;  but  thofc  powers  were  fo  lia- 
ble to  impolition,  or  fo  indifferent  to  the  fate  ot 
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otbQr::;«qationSy  that  Catharine  bad  the  aiHirance  to 
fayfto  Prince  Henry  : — "  I  will  bully  Turkey  and  ca- 
jole Epgland  :  be  it  your  care  to  buy  Auftria-,  that^ 
Ihe  may  lull  France  to  fleef>.". 
Prince  Henry  had  fqch  a  juft  prefentiment  of  the 
difpofitions  of  Jofeph  II.  and  of  h!s  miniftcr  Kau- 
nitz,  that  he  ac5led  as  if  he  had  been  already  in  con- 
cert with  them.  He  fettled  with  Catharine  t,he  con- 
ditions of  the  partition  of  Poland,  and  .fixed  the  ex- 
tent of  territory  which  each  of  the  partitioning  pow- 
.e«%  w^s  to  appropriate  to  itfelf.  The  treaty  between 
thofe  powers,  however,  was  not  figned  till  two  years 
after. 

The  war  continued  to  rage  on  the  frontiers  of 
Turkey.  Prince  Gallitzin,  mortified  at  his  defeat, 
made  a  frefh  attempt  upon.  Khoczim.  It  was  not 
more  fuccefsful  than  the  firft.  Sixty  thoufand  Turks 
had  juft  marched  to  the  relief  of  that  place  ;  they  dc-r 
fended  it  vigoroufly,  and  purfued  the  Ruffians  into 
Poknd-  Vanquifhed  in  their  turn,  they  1^11  back 
and  re-entered  Moldavia.  At  the  opening  of  this 
campaign^  the  Turks  fought  with  great,  valour  and 
-  obftinacy  ;  but  the  ignorance  of  their  generals  and 
the  diforder  which  prevailed  in  their  armies  fre- 
.quently  difappointed  them  of  vidlory.  After  a  feries 
of  battles,  during  ten  months,  their  force  was  re- 
duced to  almoft  nothing,  and  the  fortrefs  of  Khoc- 
2imy  tyhich  had  been  at  firfl:  fo  gallantly  defended, 
was  tamely  furrendered  to  two  hundred  Raffian  gre-V 
nadiers.' 

The  Emprefs  having  been  informed,  that  when 
the  Turks  purfued  Prince  Gallitzin  they  had  entered 
the  Poli(h  territories,  infifted  that  Poland  ought  not 
tx)  fufter  with  impunity  that  infraction  of  the  treaty 
of  Carlo witi:.  Staniflaus-Auguftus  and  the  fenate  of 
Warfavv,  ever  fubmifliive  to  the  will  of  Catharine,  de- 
clared war  againft  the  Portp.  This  meafure,  how- 
ever, added  abfolutely  nothing  to  the  force  of  Ruffia. 
What  could  be. done  by  a  ftate  without  an  army, 
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wkhout  money>  and  abandoned  to  all  the  horrors  of 
aparchy  ? 

But  Catharine  conceived  a  project  more  worthy  of 
her  genius.  While  her  armies  were  prefling  the  Ot- 
tomans on  the  banks  of  the  Pruth,  of  the  Dinuhe, 
and  of  the  Dnieper,  and  her  fleets  triumphing  over 
them  on  the  Black  Sea,  (he  formed  a  refolution  to 
attack  them  in  the  very  iflands  of  Greece^  Imme- 
diately a  fquadron  of  fifteen  (hips  of  the  line,  fix 
frigates,  a  -fleet  of  tranfports  and  bomb-vcflfels,  car- 
rying fi-ames  of  galleys  and  a  body  of  troops  ready 
for  debarkation,  iffued  fix)m  the  extremity  of  the 
Baltic,  cleared  the  North  Sea  and  the  Strait  of  Gib- 
raltar,  and  after  having  been  difperfed  by  a  tempeil, 
rejoined,  and  difplayed  a  triumphant  flag  over  the 
Archipelago.  This  fquadron  was  commanded  by  Ad- 
miral SpiridofF:  but  tbat  admiral  was  himfelf  fubjedt 
to  the  command  of  Alexis  OrloflT,  whom  the  perpe- 
tration of  a  detefl:able.  crime  had  fuddenly  raifed 
from  the  rank  of  fbldier  to  that  of  general,  and  -in 
whofe  character,  audacity  fupplied  the  place  of  talents 
and  experience. 

.  Long  before  fhd  difpatched  her  fleet  for  the  Archi- 
pelago, the  Emprefs  had  maiMained  an  underfl:and- 
ing  with  the  principal  iflands  of  Greece.  Her  emif- 
faries  flattered  her  with  thp  hope  of  exciting  a.  ge- 
neral revolt  in  thofe  countries.  The  Marquis  Ma- 
ruzzi,  banker  at  Cprfou,  and  a  profelyte  to  the  Greek 
religion,  had  paid  a  vifit  to  Peterfburgh,  wnere  he 
was  decorated  with  the  ribbon  of  Saint-Anne,  and 
with  the  title  of  Minifter  of  Ruflia.to  Venice.  He 
promifed,  in  return,"  to  advance  the  fums  neceflary 
to  the  equipment  of  Alexis  OrlofF's  jexpedition,  and 
adlually  did  furniih  35,000,000  of  livres.    - 

On  the  ifl[ueof  the  war  agatnft  the  Turks  depend- 
ed the  fate  of  Poland,  and  the  confideratipn  which 
Ruflia  was  henceforth  to  eitjoy  in  Europe.  Catharine 
was  fully  aware  of  this.    She  accordingly  exerted  all 
,  the  eflforts  of  her  power,  and  all  th^  refources  of  her 
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genius  to,  enfure  fuccefs.  New  fquadrons  were  cort- 
ftrudled ;  recruits  innumerable  proceeded  to  reinforce 
her  armies.  Diflatisfied  >vith  Prince  Gallitzin,  (he 
recalled  him,  and  gave  the  command  of  his  army  to 
Count  Romanzoff,  who  was  replaced  in.  the  Ukraine 
by  General  Panin.  Prince  Dolgorouky  was  at  the 
head  of  a  third  arniy. 

The  Turks  did  not  fail  at  the  fame  time  to  re- 
inforce their  armies,  and  to  give  the  command  to 
generals  whom  they  believed  mod  capable  of  leading 
them  to  battle.  The  Grand-vizir  himfelf  aflumed  the 
fupreme  command.  They  likewife  received  power- 
ful fuccours  from  theKrimea.  The  celebrated  Krim-  , 
Gherai  was  juft  dead,  and  was  lucceeded  by  his  ne* 
phew.  This  new  Khan  was  feeble  and  pacific.  The 
Turks  had  hin*  depofed,  and  in  his  room  Was  de<fted 
Kaplan-Gherai,  a  warlike  prince,  who  foon  appeared 
at  the  head  of  an  united  army  oi  Tartars  and  Otto- 
mans. ^ 

•  The  Ruffians  opened  the  campaign  with  the  liege 
of  Bender^  a  place  renowned  in  hiftory  by  the  re- 
treat and  long  relidence  of  Charles  XII.  But,  h^- 
rafled  by  the  Tartars,  they  were  obliged  to  abandon 
for  fome  time  their  attempt  to  capture  that  city. 
More  fortunate  in  another  quarter,  they  made  them- 
felves  matters  of  Yaffi  and  of  Brailow.  Thefe  advan- 
tages were  of  little  importance.  Two  grand  battles 
decided  the  fate  of  the  campaign,  and  fecured  the 
glory  of  RomanzdfF.  The  firft  was  fought  on  the 
banks  of  the  Pruth.  The  Turks,,  to  the  number  of 
eighty  thouiand  men,  were  commanded  by  the  Kbaa 
of  the  Krimea,  and  were  ftrongly  entrenched  on  a 
riling  ground,  where  it  was  impoffible  to  attack  them 
with  advantage.  RomanzofF advanced  and  encamped 
oppolite  to  them«  and  for  almoft  a  month  offered, 
them  battle,  but  to  no  purpofe.  At  laft  they  grew 
impatient.  A  movement  made  by  Romanzoff  in- 
duced them  to  believe  he  was  going  to  retreat,  and 
twenty  tboufand  men  defceuded   to  purfue  him.. 

They 
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*rhey  were  driven  back  with  conliderable  lofs  to 
their  campj  into,  which  they , carried  terror  and  cop*-, 
fulion.       •  ... 

Animated,  by  this  fuccefs,  the  Ruffians  were  not 
flack  to  force  their  way  up  the  bill,^^nd,  after  .a  Vji-y 
gorous  refiftance,  the  enemy  was  driven  from  his  eji-' 
trenchmetit,  leaving  behind  part  of;  his  baggage  and 
artillery.  The  Turks  on  this  retreated  tpward*the 
Danube,  in  hope.of  being  reinforced  by  detachments 
from  the  great  Ottoman  army.  In  effect,  theGran^* 
vi;&ir,  who  commanded  it^  pafled  the  river,  and  came 
to  the  relief  of  the  vanquiihed.  RpmanizofF.whQ, 
believiug  he  was  in  purfuit  merely  of  a  routed  ^rmy, 
advanced  toward  the  mouth  of  the  Pruth,  founi  ^im- 
felf,  before  he  was  aware,  in  prefence  of  150,000.  Ot- . 
tom^ns^  His  fituation  was  fo  n>vich  |he  more^  ii^aj:^^ 
gerpus,  that  he  had  been  under  the  neceility  of  de^ 
taching  part  of  his  army  to  protedl  a  convoy  on  its 
way  to  join  him*  The  Khan,  panting  for  revenge, 
extended  his  line  along  the  left  of  the  Ruffian  army, 
and  even  furrounded  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be 
able  to  cut  off  a  retreat. 

Though   the  Ruffians   had,  'at   that  time,  but 
1 8,000  men  to.  oppofe  to  the  formidable  army  of 
the  Turks,  thefe  lad  employed  the  fame  precau- 
tions as  if  they  had  to  encounter  an  enemy  as  nume<^ 
rous  as  themfelves.     During  the  night  they  enclofed 
their  camp  with  a  triple  entrencbinent;     Next  mom-^ 
ing  the  Grand-^ vizir  gave  the  fignal  of  battle^  and  thQ 
Ruffians  were  attacked  on  all  tides.     A  hot  fire  was 
kept  up  fdr  five  hours.     Of  fiVe  fquare  battalions 
which  the  Ruffians  formed,  one  was  entirely  cut  to 
pieces.     Qeneral  Romanzoff,;  apprehending  the  to- 
tal deftrui^ion  of  his'army  from  the  enemy's  cannon 
and  mujtkefry,  gave  orders  to  break  in  upon  ttjem  ^ 
with  bayonets  fixed.    The  Turks  fell  back,  and  re-n. 
treated  within  their  entrenchments,  where  they  long 
defended  themfelves  with  much  intrepidity;  but  num^ 
ber  yielded  to  military  ikill  and  difcipline.     The  de- 
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feat  of  the  Ottomans  was  complete.  They  retreated, 
dt^wing  along  the  vizir  in  their  flight,  and  leaving^ 
almoft  a  third  of  their  army  ftretched  on  the  field  of 
battle.  The  greateft  part  of  their  bag^gage  and  ammu-» 
iiition,-one  hundred  and  forty-three  pieces  of  brafsean- 
non,  and  feven  thoufand  waggon-load  of  provifions,  fell, 
into  tBe  hands  of  the  Ruffiabs,  ancl  furniihed  them 
with  tfee  means  of  fecoring  farther  vi<ftories.  Ro-- 
manzofFqiiiekly  pafled  the  Danube.  Prince  Repuin 
itmde  himfelf  maftcr  of  Ifmatloff.  Panin  had  again 
laid  liege  to  Beiidcr.  That  placey  well  fortified  and 
defended  by  a  numerous  garrifon,  but  deftitute  of 
all  hope  of  fuccolir,  furrendered  after  a  refiftance  of 
almoft  thrfee  months.     Igelftrohm  carried  by  aflault 

'^Ac-Kerman,  the  capital  of  Beflarabia,  and  fituated 
on  the  Black  Sea  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dnieper,  and 
oppofitc  to  the  new  Ruffian  port  of  Adjider. 

The  hews  of  -fuch  fignal  fuceefies  inflamed  the 
pride  and  inereafed  the  fecurity  of  Catharine.  The 
maleeontents  who  furrounded  her  throne  dared  no' 
longer  to  confpire  againft  a  princefs  who  was  extend-^ 
ing  her  triumphs  afar  over  her  moft  formidable  ene*^ 
.mies.  The  provinces  of  Walachia  and  Moldavfa, 
ftibjefted  to  the  Ruflian  arms,  fent  deputies  to  Peterf- 
burgh  to  tender  their  homage  to*  the  Emprefs.  She 
tebeived  them  magnificently,  and  loaded  them  with 
benefits.  At  the  lame  time  many  foreign  officers^ 
who  had  arrived  to  offer  their  fervices  to  Catharine^ 
obtained  employment  in  her  armies,  and  fome  Eng* 

'  li(h  and  Danifti  feamen,  diftinguiflied  by  their  talents 
and  experience,  were  incorporated  into  the  RufiSaa 

marine.  * 

We  have  formerly  fuggefted,  that  foon  after  her 
acceflSon  to  the  throne  Catharine  had,  from  the  cofK 
verlation  of  Marefchal  Munich,  been  led  to  enter- 
tain the  idea  of  getting  poflfeflion  of  Conftantinople,. 
and  of  driving  the  Ottomans  out  of  Europe.  That- 
veteran  warrior  had  even  urged  her  to  make  the  at^ 
tempt.    But  too  many  obflacles  then  arofc  to  prevent 
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the  execution  of  this  bold  ^  defign.  The  propitious 
'Hioment  feemed  to  have  at  length  come.  Never the- 
lefs,  not  daring  to  hope  it  could  be  in  her  power  to 
hold  in  fubjedlion  all  the  iilands  of  Greece,  theOpm- 
prefs  wifhed  at  Jeaft  to  urreft  them  from  the  domi- 
nion of  the  Turks,  and  the  moft  defpotic  of  fov€* 
reigns  refolved  to  become  the  patronefs  of  liberty  iii 
thofe  delicious. regions,  and  in  them  to  found  a  re- 
*  public.  It  has  likewife  been  already  obferved,  that 
fecret  agents  had  diipofed  the  Greeks  to  revolt.  That 
people,  once  fo  haughty  arid  nbw  fo  degraded,  cx^ 
pe6ted  the  Ruffians  as  their  deliverers.  '  Captain 
rlefcfieieff  failing  from  Cronftadt  on  board  a  frigate, 
was  the  firft  who  difplayed  Catharine's  flag  in. the 
Mediterranean.  Admiral  SpiridofF  afterwards  made 
his  appearance,  as  has  been  mentioned,  with  a  very  fu- 
perior  force ;  and  at  the  moment  his  fquadron  reached 
Cape  Matapan,  the  whole  Archipelago  thought  it- 
felf  liberated.  The  Mainotcs,  defcended  from  the 
ancient  Lacedemonians,  firft  took  up  arms.  Their 
neighbours  iniitated  the  example,  and  in  fome  of  the 
iflands  the  T^rks  were  maflTacred.  But  they  took 
cruel  vengeance  ^o^  the  Greek  infurgents,  Thefabre 
of  the  Janiflaries  exterminated  many  thoufands  of 
thpfe  miferable  beings. 

The  fquadron  of  Admiral  SpiridofF  was  foon  joined 
'by, that  of  Elpbingfton,  an  Englifh  naval,  officer^ 
rear-admiral  in  the  fervice  of  Ruffia,  and  much  more 
capable  of  taking  the  command  than  the  perfon  un- 
der whom  he  ferved.  To  this  double  fquadron  was 
oppofed  that  of  the  Capitan -Pacha,  whofe  (hip  was 
commanded  by  the  renowned  Gazi-Haff^n^  a  man 
pf  Angular  intrepidity,  and  who  flood  in  need  only 
of  being  feconded  in  order  frequently  to  obtain  the 
victory. 

The  Turks  at  firft  obliged  tlie  Ruffians  to  retreat 
from  Lemnos.  The  two  fleets  afterwards  met  in  the 
channel  which  feparates  the  ifland  of  Scio  from  Na- 
tolia.  The  Turkifh  veffels  were  more  in  number, 
and  found  themfelves  as  it  were  entrenched  behind 
'  U3  ^little 
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little  ifles  andTocks  on  a  level  with  the  water's  edi  e^ 
The  Ruffians,  however,  were  not  afraid  to  attrck 
them.  The  Capitan-Pacha,  whofe  flag  was  on  boa  d 
the  Sultana  of  90  guns,  engaged  Admiral  Spiridoft'. 
The  two^fliips  grappled.  The  efforts  of  courage  on 
both  fides  were  dreadful.  Showers  of  balls  and  gre- 
nades croflfed  with  rapidity  the  decks  of  both  admi- 
'  rals.  The  flag-fhip  of  the  Capitan-Pacha  caught  fire; 
that  of  the  Ruffians  was  unable  to  difengage  herfelf. 
They  blew  up  together,  and  the  fea  was  covered  with 
their  fmoking  fragments.  The  commanders  and  a 
few  of  their  officers  alone  furvived  this  difafter. 

While  the  conflagration  lafted,  the, other  (hips, 
Aruck  with  terror^  had  given  over  fighting.  Soon 
however  they  formed,  and  renewed  the  attack  with 
f^efli  animofity.  The  return  of  night  fufpcnded  ,the 
combat.  The  Turks  were  then  fo  impf  udent  as  to 
retreat  into  the  parrow  and  muddy  bay  of  Tfchefme> 
where  fome  of  their  veflfels  run  aground,  and  the  reft 
were  fo  crowded  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  of  ^6l-t 
ing.-  The  Ruflians,  who  had  difcerned  this  blunder, 
refolved  to  avail  themfelves  of  it.  Next  day  rear-, 
admiral  Elphingflxto  took  his  ftation  at  the  entrance 
of  the  bay,  to  hinder  the  Turks  from  getting  oiit. 
He  afterwards  gave  ordefs  to  get  ready  four  fire-r 
Ihips,  commanded  by  an  Englifh  lieutenant  of  the 
name  of  Dugdale,  and  fupported  by  the  divifion  of 
another  Britifli  officer,  rear-admiral  Greig.  To- 
ward midnight  Greig  renews  the  combat,  with  four 
fhips  of  the  line  and  two  frigates.  A  little  after  Dug- 
dale  advances  with  his  fire-fhips,  iand  bidding  de-* 
fiance  to  the  enemy's  (hot,  and  encouraging  by  his 
example  the  Ruffians  appointed  to  fecond  him,  he 
himfelf  laffies  a  fire-(hip  to  one  of  the  Turkiffi  vef-. 
fels,  and  with  his  hands,  face  and  hair  fcorched,  leaps 
into  the  fea,  and  fwims  back  to  the  Ruffian  jGqiia- 
dron.  The  Turkiffi  ffiips  lay  fo  clofe  that  the  whole 
became  a  prey  to  the  flames.  The  fun,  as  he  ^rofc, 
ijo  more  beheld  their  flag  diljplayed. 
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Far  from  making  any  effort  to  flop  the  progrefs  of 
the  cotiflagratiori,  the  Turkifh  ci;ews  thought  only  of 
making  their  efcape.  Many  of  the  feamen  took  to 
flight  in  the  boats,  others  fprung  over  board  to  fwim^ 
and  all  who  got  on  ihore  difperfed  over  the  coi^ntry, 
and  abandoned  themfelves  to  outrages  upon  the  mi- 
Terable  inhabitants,  which  the  Ruffians  themfelves 
could  not  perhaps  have  exceeded.  It  was  found  ne- 
eeflary  to  march  troops  to  check  the  progrefs  of  tbofe 
\)anditti,  who  were  on  the  point  of  plundering  and 
burning  the  city  of  Gallipoli,  when  the  Grand- vizir 
Moldavangi-Ali-Pacha,  lately,  recalled  from  exile,, 
routed  them.  Conftantinople,  at  that  period,  pre- 
fented  a  hidjeous  fpei6lacle.  More  than  one  tboufend 
pcrfons  were  every  day  carried  ofF  by  the  plague. 
Defertcrs,  and  other  profligates,  were  inceflantly  let- 
ting fire  to  fome  quarter  of  the  city,  that  they  might 
have  it  in  their  power  to  plunder  with  impunity. 
They  feven  had  the  audacity,  one  time,  to  aflerable 
in  the  fuburb  of  Pera  and  come  to  blows  with  the 
Janiflaries,  whofe  fabre  extirpated  ^/great  number  of 
them.  There  was  a  violent  apprehenfion,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  Ruffians  were  going  to  force  the  paf- 
(age  of  the  Dardanelles,  and  the  Baron  de  Tott  was 
employed  to  eredl  additional  batteries  tQ  guard  the 
entrance. 

After  the  annihilation  of  the  Turkifti  fleet,  the 
Ruffians  went  and  anchored  off^  Paros,  whence  they 
could  cafily  exercifei  dominion  over  all  the  feas  of 
Greece,  and  in  which  not  a  Angle  vefl^l  appeared 
but  what  paid  homage  to  their  fljig.  The  Turks 
virere  fo  much  the  more  uneafy  at  having  fuch  an 
enemy  in  their  vicinity,  that  rebellion  had  broken 
out  in  various  parts  of  their  empire.  The  Pachas  of 
Caramania,  almofl:  always  on  bad  terms  with  the 
Porte,  availed  themfelves  of  the  prefent  difafl^ers  en- 
tirely to  fhakc  off  the  yoke.  That  part  of  Syria 
which  is  under  Sidoo  and  Tripoli  imitated  the  ex- 
ample, and  the  old  Scheik  Daher  excited  revolt  in 
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all  the  country  which  exteiids  from  Acre  to  the 
plains  of  Efdraelon  and  to  the  frontiers  of  Egypt. 

Bat  of  all  the  chiefs  who  fignalized  thcimfelvesby 
rebellion  againft  the  Grand-fignor,  he  who  undoubt- 
edly was  the  moft  formidable^  and  could  bcft  ferve 
B-uffia,  was  Ali-Bey  Raifed  from  the  rank  of  fimpic 
mameluc  to  that  of  bey,  he  diftingui(hed  himfelf 
by  his  courage,  and  experienced  in  eairly  life  both 
the  favours  and  the  frowns  of  fortune.  The  rivals  of 
his  power  fucceedcd  in  driving  him  from  Cairo :  but 
be  foon  re-entered  that  city  as  a  conqueror,  and 
drove  them  out  in  his  turn.  He  knew  that  the  Porte 
favoured  the  oppofition  made  to  him,  and,  animated 
with  an  implacable  refentment,  he  defircd  nothing  fa 
much  as  the  power  of  contributing  to  the  fubverlion 
of  the  Ottoman  empire.  The  arrival  of  the  Jluffian 
lijuadrons  feemed  to  prefent  a  favourable  opportu- 
nity of  glutting  his  revenge. 

Never,  perhaps,  was  an  expedition  to  a  diftant 
/  country  more  fuccefsful  than  that  of  the  Ruffians  to 
the  coafts  of  Afia-minon  But  never,  perhaps,  at  the 
fame  time,  were  there  commanders  more  ignorant, 
more  incapable  of  eftimating  the  charader  of  foreign 
nations,  more  jealous  of  an  ^oftentatious  appearance, 
and  more  addidled  to  debauchery,  than  Alexis  Or- 
lofFand  his  principal  officers.  Had  they  poffefJed  the 
Ikill  of  improving  their  victories  and  the  fuperiority 
of  their  forces,  Syria  and  Egypt  would  have  been  for. 
ever  loft  to  the  Ottoman  empire.  Ali-Bey  earneftly 
prefljbd  them  to  fupport  his  rebellion,  and  to  fend  him 
troops  to  affift  in  driving  the  Turks  out  of  Egypt, 
But  inftead  of  feconding  him,  Alexis  OrlofFamufed 
himfelf  with  demanding  from  hirti  an  ackaowledg- 
ment  of  the  Emprefs  as  his  fovereign. 

A  young  Venetian  merchant,,  named  Carlo  Ro- 
fetti,  had  infinuated  himfelf  into  the  Bey's  confi- 
dence, and  was  the  firft  perfon  employed  in  carrying 
on  a  negotiation  with  the  Ruffians.  No  one  could 
be  more  dilpofed  or  better  c|[ualified  to  bring  fucb  a^ 

treaty 
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treaty  to  a  happy  ifllie.  OrlofF  bad  not  the  fenfe  to 
take  advantage  of  it;  -  Carelefs  of  the  informatioa 
which  that  crafty  Italian  had  it  in  his  power  to  give 
bin),  and  difgulling  him  by  the  loftinefs  of  his  de^ 
portment,  he  employed  Greeks  and  Jews  who  de- 
ceived him.  He  diftrufled  Ali-Bey,  and^  by  his  diC- 
ingentaoufnefsj^  forced  Ali-Bey  to  roiftruft  him.  It 
was  but  a  (hart  time  before  he  left  the  Archipelago* 
that  Alexis  OrlofF  difpatched  PlefcheiefF  into  Egypt. 
He  was  gracioufly  received  by  the  Bey,  and  flattered 
himfelf  with  the  hope  of  turning  his  vifitto  good  acr 
count  for  Ruflia ;  but  he  came  too  late.  The  retura 
of  peace  interrupted  the  negotiation. 

A  courier,  addrefled  dire6lly  to  the  Emprefs,  car-f 
tied  her  the  news  of  the  burning  of  the  Tufkifh 
fleet;  fo  thjit  (he herfelf  had  the  firft  information,  in 
all  Eeterfburgh,  of  that  event.  Count  Ivan  Tcher- 
nifchefF,  whom  the  Emprefs  had  long  before  recdled 
from  London  and  placed  over  the  marine  depart- 
ment, had  at  that  time  a  quarrel  with  the  board  of 
admirahy,  and  this  quarrel  bad  occafioned  fome  de- 
lay in  difpatchihg  a  bufinefs  of  no  great  confequertce. 
The  Emprefs  complained  of  the  delay,  and  thought 
po  more  of  it.  She  knew  the  conceitednefs  arid  the 
extreme  incapacity  of  TchernifchefF;  but  fufFered 
him  to  continue  in  his  place,  as  (he  had  laid  it  down 
for  a  principle,  to  change  her  minifters  and  ambafla- 
dprs  as  feldom  as  poffible.  When  fhe  fent  for  Tcher- 
nifchefF to  impart  to  him  the  tidings  of  the  confla- 
gration at  Tfchefme,  the  minifter,  believing  that  fiie* 
Emprefs  meant  only  tp  talk  to  him  on  the  fubjedl  of 
the  quarrel,  called  out  as  he  entered  the  apartment— 
"  I  aiFure  you.  Madam,  it  is  not  my  fault."-^— "  O  !  I 
f*  know  it  well,"  replied  (he,  **  but  it  is  not  the  lefs 
f*  certain."-r-"  Ah !  yes.  Madam,  and  I  am  extreme- 
*^  ly  forry  for  it.''^ — "  How !  you  forry  that  the  Turks 
**  have  no  longer  a  fleet  ?"  returned  fhe  with  a  fmile; 
and  immediately  communicated  to  him  the  difpatches 
ihe  had  received* 

-  The 
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A.  D.  1771.  The  joy  of  the  court  of  Peterfburgh 
was  exqeffive.  .  Magnificent  banquets  wer6  give;p  in 
celebration  of  the  triumph  of  Tfchefm6,  and  theEtn- 
prefs  has  iince  given  orders  to  rear  a  palace^  and  io 
lay  the  foundations  of  a  city,  in  commemoration  of 
an  event  fp  glorious.  Akxis  Orloff  haftened  to  Pe- 
ter£burgb^  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  atchievements, 
'and  to  apply  for  the  farther  means  of  extending  bis 
conquefts  in  the  Archipelago.  As  foon  as  he  made 
bis  appearance  the  feftivity  recommenced,  and  the  , 
Enfiprefs  decorated  him  with  the  broad  ribbon  of 
Saint-George.  He  propofed  to  the  council  a  plan^ 
according  to  which  he  was  to  make  himfelf  mafter 
of  all  Greece^  and  feparate  Egypt  from  the  Ottoman 
empire.  In  a  word,  he  undertook  to  force  the  dan* 
gerous  paflage  of  the  Dardanelles,  and  declared  that 
ail  he  wanted  to  efFe6l  this  was  ten  millions  of  roubles. 
^^  I  allow  you  twenty,"  Catharine  inflahtly  replied, 
*'  as  I  wifh  that  nothing  (hould  be  wanting  to  you." 
Orders  were  at  the  fame  time  iflnqd  for  the  arma- 
ment of  a  frefti  fquadron,  to  reinforce  that  which  was 
already  in  the  Archipelago. 

'  Proud  of  the  favour  of  the  Emprefe,  of  the  vidlo- 
ries,  the  honour  of  which  be  arrogated  to  himfelf, 
and  of  the  laurels  which  he  was  going  to  earn,  Alexis 
OrloiF  took  his  departure  frdm  Peterfburgh  on  his ' 
return  to  the  Archipelago.     Having  flopped  fome  j 

time  at  Vienna,  he  there  difplayed  an  extravagant 
luxury,  and  indulged  himfelf  in  indifcretions  very 
unworthy  of  the  minifter  of  a  princefs  of  fuch  pro- 
found diffimulation  as  Catbaripc  was.  One  evening 
that  he  fupped  with  the  Ruffian  ambaflador  and  a 
numerous  party,  he  fell  a-talking  of  the  revolution 
which  bad  tumbled  Peter  III.  from  the  throne.  No 
one  dared  to  addrefs  to  him  the  mod  trivial  queftion 
relative  to  the  tragical  end  of  the  unfortunate  Czan 
Alexis  OrlofF,  unfolicited,  gave  the  biftory  of  it ; 
and,  obferving  the  whole  company  to  be  fliocked  at  j 

the  relation^  he  thought  it  a  fufficient  juflification  of  ^ 
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the  crime  he  had /perpetrated  to  fay,  *^  That  it  was  a 
"  fad  thing  fofp  a  man  of  fo  much  humanity  as  him- 
**  felf  to  have  been  conflrained  to  execute  fuch  or- 
♦^  ders."— -But  this  repentance  could  not  appear  fin- 
cere.  The  charadter  of  Alexis  OrlofF  was  too  well 
known  ;  and  his  whole  condudl  demonftrates  that  he 
was  not  a  man  to  be  feared  by  the  commiilion  of 
one  murder. 

On  leaving  Vienna,  Orloff  went  to  rejoin  the  Ruf- 
iian.fquadron  which  waited  for  him  at  Leghorn ;  and, 
though  in  a  (battered  condition,  that  fqu^droh  con- 
tinued to  ruin  the  Turkifh  marine ^and  commerce. 
The  Emprefs  had  commiffioned  him  to  get  four  pic-» 
tures  painted  in  Italy,  reprefenting  the  engagements 
of  her  fquadron  and  the  conflagration  of  tht  Turkifli 
fleet.  OrlofF  was  recommended  to  a  celebrated  painter, 
of  the  name  of  Hackert.  That  artift  having  told 
him  he  had.  never  feen  a  (hip  blow  up,  the  Ruflliati 
made  no  hefitation  to  furniOi  him  with  this  fpeftacle, 
and  rilked  the  burning  of  aH  the  fhips  in  the  road  of 
liCghom,  in  order  to  fuppiy  the  painter  with  the 
means  of  reprefenting,  with  greater  exa^lneis,  the  di- 
fafter  which  befel  the  Capitan-Pacha  and  Admiral 
SpiridofF. 

Extravagancies  are  not  always  crimes.  But  there 
is  no  crime  fo  atrocious  that  the  extravagant  Alexis 
OrlofF  was  incapable  of  perpetrating.  At  the  time 
,of  his  departure  from  Peterfburgh  he  had  received 
orders  from  Catharine  to  fend  her  a  young  unfortu- 
nate female,  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  her  tyranny* 
OrlofF  knew  but  too  well  how  to  execute  thofe  bar- 
barous orders.  It  has  already  been  mentioned  that 
the  Emprefs  Elizabeth  had  three  children^  the  fruit 
of  her  clandeftinc  marriage  with  the  ms^fter  of  the 
buck  -  hounds,  Alexis  -  Gregoriewitz  -  RazoumofFsky, 
The  youngeft  of  thofe  children  was  a  daughter 
educated  under  the  name  of  Princefs  Tarrakanoff. 
Prince  Charles  Radziwil,  informed  of  this  fecfet,  and 
filled  with  indignation  that  Catherine  Ihould  prefume 

to 
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to  trample  under  foot  the  rights  of  the  Pqlonefe,  ima- 
gined that  the  daughter  of  Elizabeth  furnifhed  him 
with  the  oieans  of  executing  fignal  vengeance.  He  be-r 
Iteved  it  was  poffible  for  him  to  raife  a  fuecefsful  op- 
pofitjon  to  the  fovereign  whofe  armies,  were  defo- 
feting  bis  unhappj'  country,  in  the  perfon  of  a  rival, 
whom  the  name  of  her  mother  muft  endear  to  the 
Ruffians*  Ambition  perhaps  prefented  to  him  ftill 
i>ftier  pretenfions :  perhaps  he  flattered  himfelf  with 
the  hope  of  one  day  partaking  the  throne  to  which,  he 
"wifhed  to  elevate  the  young  TarrakanofF.  Be  this  as  r 
it  may,  he  gained  over  the  perfons  entrufted  wi^h 
the  education  of  this  young  Princefs,  carried  her  off^ 
and  condu6ted  her  to  Rome.  -       , 

Catharine,  apprized  of  this  elopement,  ftrained  - 
every  nerve  to  render  the  defigns  of  Radziwill  abor,- 
tive.  Availing  herfelf  of  his  being  chief  of  the  con^' 
jederation  of  malecpntents,  (he  had  all  his  property 
feized,  and  reduced  him  to  the  neceflity  of  fubfift- 
ing  by  the  fale  of  his  diamonds,  and  other  valuable 
€ffe(5ts  which,  he  had  carried  into  Italy.  Thefe  re- 
iburces  were  fpeedily  exhaufted.  Radziwill  departed 
in  queft  of  frefh  fupplies  in  Poland,-and  left  the 
young  TarrakanofF  at  Rome,  under  the  guawiianfhip 
of  a  fingle  governefs,  and  in  very  narrow  circumftan- 
ces.  Scarcely  had  he  got  back  to  his  own  country 
when  be  was  offered  the  reftpration  of  his  eftates^  if 
he  would  bring  the  daughter  of  Blizabeth  again  into 
Ruflia.  He  refufed  to  fuhmit  to  that  indignity  ;  but 
bad  the  weaknefs  to  promife  he  would  no  longer 
take  any  intereft  in  her.  At  that  price  he  purcbafed 
tis  pardon  frotn  Catharine. 

Alexis  OrlofF,  charged  with  the  execution  of  her 
Imperial  Majefty*s  fovereign  will,  on  his  arrival  at 
liCghorn,  lofl  no  tjme  in  laying  a  fnare  for  the  Prin- 
cefs  TarrakanofF.  One  of  thofe  intriguers,  fo  com- 
mon in  Italy,  immediately  repaired  to  Rome  ;  and,' 
having  difcovered  therefidence  of  the  Ruffian  dam- 
fel,  prefented  himfelf  at  her  habitation,  ynder  the 

name 
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name,  and  in  the  garb,,  of  ^.n  officer  of  that  nation* 
He  pretended  at  firfl:  to  be  attracted  thither  fimply 
by  a^wifli  to  pay  hotrfage  .to  a  Princefi  wbofe  fate  in- 
tercfted  all  his  compatriots.  He  afFcAed  extreme 
concern  at  finding  her  in  fuch  a  deftitute  condilSoa. 
He  offered  her  relief,  which  neceffity  obliged  her  t<r 
accept ;  and  the  traitor  foori  appeared  to  her>  as  well 
as  to  the  woman  who  attended  her,  to  be  a  faviour 
gracioufly  fent  them  from  heaven. 

When  be  tbought  he  had  fufficiently  infinuatcd 
liimfelf  into  their  confidence,  he  declared  that  he  was 
impowered,  by  Count  Alexis  Orloff,  to  offer  tp  the 
daughter  of  Elizabeth  the  throne  which  her  mother 
bad  filled.  He  faid  that  the  Ruffian  nation  was  dif- 
fatisfied  with  Catharine;  that  OrlofF,  in  particular, 
could  never  forgive  her  tyranny  and  ingratitude ;  and 
if  the  young  Princefs  would  accept  the  fervices  of 
that  general,  and  reward  them  by  the  gift  of  her 
hand,  fhe  would  foon  behold  the  explofion  of  the  re- 
volutbn  of  which  he  had  laid  the  train. 

Pfopofals  fo  brilliant  ought  to  have  opened  the  eyes  . 
of  Princefs  Tarrakanoff  to  difcern  the  perfidy  of  the 
wretch  who  made  th^m.  But  her  inexperience  and 
candor  prevented  all  fufpicion  of  foul  play.  Befides, 
the  language  of  Alexis  Orloff  *s  emiflary  feemed  ana- 
logous to  the  ideas  which  (he  had  received  from  Prince 
Radziwill.  She  believed  herlelf  deftined  to  the  throne; 
and  all  the  chimeras  relative  to  that  belief  could  not 
but  be  flattering  to  her.  She  abandoned  herfelf 
therefore  to  the  mod  delufive  hope,  and  replied  in 
terms  of  acknowledginent  to  the  man  who  fpoke  only 
to  betray.    ^ 

Some  time  pfter,  Alexis  Orloff.  made  his  appear- 
ance at  Rome.  His  agent  had  announced  his  ar- 
rival. He  was  received  as  a  benefa^or.  Some  per- 
fons,  however,  to  whom  the  Princefs  and  her  duenna 
had  comrhunicated  the  news,  of  the  good  fortune 
which  awaited  them,  cautioned  them  to  be  on  their 
gjaard  agaioft  the  defigns  of  a  man  wbofe  abandoned 
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character  had  long  been  notorious,  and  who,  un- 
doubtedly, had  too  many  realbns  to  perfevere  in  his 
fidelity  td  the  Emprefs  to  think  of  formjng  a  con- 
fpiracy  againft  her.  ^  So  far  from  profiting  by  fuch 
counlels,  the  j^rinccfs  had  the  imprudent  franknefs 
to  talk  of  them  to  Orloff,  who  found  no  difficulty  in 
jliftifying  hinrifelf,  and  learnt,  befides,  only  to  employ 
Aipre  diflimulation  and  addre(s.  Not  fatisfied  with 
feeding  the  ambition  of  the  young  Ruffian,  he  affij6t- 
cd  a  violent  paffion  for  her^  which  quickly  infpired  her 
t^rith  a  very  ferious  one  for  him.  As  foon  as  he  was 
furedfthis,  he  conjured  her  to  unite  herfelf  td  him 
by  the  mod  facred  of  bands.  In  a  moft  unfortunate 
moment  {he  yielded  confent !  and  it  was  even  with 
tranfport  that  the  ill-fated  maiden  promifed  to  con- 
Aimmate  a  marriage  which  was  to  accompliih  her 
deftrudlion.  She  believed  that  the  title  of  wife  to 
Alexis  OrlofF  would  prove  an  impregnable  fecurity 
againft  the  terrors  with  which  (he  was  haunted.  She 
could  not  fufpedl  it  poffible  for  a  man  to  abufe  the 
ianflions  of  religion,  and  ties  the  moft  facred,  to 
purfue  an  innocent  vi($tim  to  perdition.  But  was 
there  an  obligation  of  religion,  was  there  a  facred- 
nels  of  engagement  that  could  bind  the  monfter  who 
deluded  her  ?  Could  the  man  who  ftrangled  the  un- 
fortunate Peter  III.  feel  remorfe  at  diffionouring  the 
daughter  of  Elizabeth  ?  AfFe<fling  to  wifti  the  mar- 
riage ceremony  might  be  bclebrated  conformably  to 
the  ritual  of  the  Greek  church,  he  fuborned  villains 
of  an  inferior  order  to  fill  up  the  parts  of  priefts  and 
lawyers.  Thus  profanation  allied  itfelf  to  impofture, 
to  overwhelm  the  feeble  and  too  confident  Tarraka- 
nofF. 

As  foon  as  OrlofF  had  become  the  hulband,  or  ra- 
ther the  ravilher  of  this  unfortunate  PrinceiTs,  here- 
prefented  to  her  that  a  refidence  at  Rome  expofed  her 
too  much  to  obfervation,  and  that  it  would  be  better. 
for  her  to  retire  to  fome  other  city  of  Italy,  and  wait 
for  the  moment  when  the  match  was  to  be  applied  to 
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the  confpiracy  which  was  to  raife  her  to  the  throne. 
Believinsf  this  advice  to  be  dictated  byl love  and  pru-*' 
iience,  (he  replied  to  the  perfidious  OriofF  that  Ihe 
would  follow  htm  wherever  he  pleafed  to  carry  hen^  ' 
He  immediately  conveyed  her  to  Pifa,  where  he  bad 
ibme  time  before  hired  a  magnificent  palace.  There 
he  continued  to  treat  her  with  every  niark  of  tcnder- 
jpefe  and  refpedl.  But  he  never  fufFered  her  to.  be 
approached  by  any  but  perfons  in  his  own  pay^  an<t 
when  (he  went  to  the  theatre  or  the  public  walks  he 
always  accompanied  her  himfelf. 

Th6  divifion  of  the  Ruffian  fquadron  under  the 
command  of  rear-admiral  Greig,  had  juft  returned 
to  the  port  of  Leghorn."  On  communicating  thisin- 
tdligencie  to  the  Princefs,  Aleiris  Orloff  told  her 
k  was  neceflary  for  him  to  refpair  thither  to  give 
4>rders  to  the  fleet,  and  made  her  an  offer  to  be  of 
the  party.  She  confented  the  more  readily  that  Ihc 
had  frequently  heard  the  beauty  of  Leghorn  and  the 
magnificence  of  the  Ruffian  (hips  of/war  highly  ex- 
tolled. Imprudent  creature!  The  nearer  fhe  ap- 
proached the  point  at  which  OriofF  was  to  accom- 
plifh  his  horrible  purpofe,  the  greater  confidence 
ihe  repofed  in  the  tendernefs  and  finoerity  of  that 
traitor.     . 

She  left  Pifa  with  her  ufual  retinue.  On  arriving 
^t  Leghorn  (be  alighted  at  the  houfe  of  the  EngKfli 
conful,  Dick,  who  had  prepared  apartments  for  her 
under  his  own  •  roof,  and  received  her  with  every 
mark  of  the  moft  p-ofound  refpecft.  The  ladies  of 
the  rear-admiral  and  of  the  conful  haflened  to  prefent 
themfelves  to  her,  and  never  quitted  her  more.  She 
beheld  herfelf  furrounded  by  a  numerous  court,  every, 
one  vying  with  another  to  outrun  her  flighteft  wifties, 
and  feeming  to  have  no  obje<5l  bu^  inceflantly  to  pro» 
cure  for  her  new  pleafures.  When  flie  went  ab?oad  \ 
the  populace  crouded  into  her  way.  At  the  theatre 
all  eyes  were  diredted  to  her  box.     Every  tbing  con- 

fpired 
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Ipircd  to  complete  the  delufion ;  everything:  kept 
put  of  fight  the  danger  ready  to  bnrfl  upon  her  head* 

It  is  iiridoiibtedly  painful  to  think  that  a  conful,^ 
an  Engliih  admiral,  and  their  wives,  could  have  been 
lb  vile,  fo  loft  to  httmanity,  as  to  decoy  into  the 
Ihare^  with  perfidious  homage  arid  careflfes,  a  vi6tim 
whofe  youth,  beauty,  and  innocence  ought  to  have 
melted  hearts  the  moft  infenfible.  Every  thing  proves, 
neverthelefs,  that  they  were  aflbciates  in  the  plot  con- 
trived to  entrap  her,  and  that  they  praAifed  every  art 
to  gain  her  confidence  only  to  betray  her  with  mofe 
certain.  eflfecSk. 

The  young  Tarrakanoff  was  ,fo  far  from  entertain- 
ing ahy  apprchenfion  of  her  misfortune,  that  after 
having  pafled  fon^e  days  in  amufcment  and  diffipa-^ 
tion,  (he^herfelf  exprefled  a  defire  tovifit  the  Ruffian 
fquadron.  This  idea  was  highly  applauded.  The 
iieceflary  orders  were  immediately  iflbed,  and-  next 
day,  on  rifing  from  table,  all  was  prepared  on  the 
beach  for,  the  reception  of  the  Princefs.  Thither  fhe 
went ;  fhe  was  put  on  board  a  barge  fuperbly  deco«^ 
rated.  The  conful,  his  wife,  and  the  wife  of  rear- 
admiral  Greig  took  their  feats  by  her.  A  fecond 
barge  carried  the  rear-admiral  and  Alexis  Orloflf,  and 
a  third,  filled  with  Engliih  and  Ruffian  officers^ 
clofed  the  proeeffion.  The  barges  left  the  (hore  ja 
fight  of  an  innumerable  multitude  of  fpedlators,  and 
were  welcomed  by  thejijuadron  with  bands  of  mufic, 
lalutes  from  the  artillery,  and  repeated  huzzas.  When 
the  Princefs  approached  the  (hip  on  board  of  which 
fhe  was  to  be  received,  a  magnificent  accommoda- 
tion chair  was  lowered,^in  which  they  made  her  fit 
down,  and  hoifted  her  gently  on  deck,  obferving  to 
her,  that  thefe  were  the  particular  honours  paid  to 
her  rank. 

But  fcareely  is  fhe  on  board,  when  her  hands  nre 
loaded  with  irons.  To  no  purpofe  does  fhe  implore 
compaffion  from  the  unrelenting  OrloiFy,  whom  fhe 

flili 
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ftill  addrefles  by  the  name  of  hufband.  To/Ho  ptfr* 
pofe.does  (he -throw  herfelf  rat  his' feet  and -bedeW 
them  with  bci:.v tears.  {The  barbarian  dQes.qot-ftr 
much  as  deign  to.reply^  ■  They  carry  her  down,  to 
the  bottom  of  the  hold.  Next  day  the  veflel  fails 
,  for  Ruflia. 

Upon  her  arrival  at  Pcterlburgh,  the  youthful  vic- 
tim was  (hut  up  in  the  fortrefs,  and  treated  in  the 
mpft  barbarous  mannet.  ^Sik"  years  afterwards  th^ 
waters  of  the  Neva  put  a  period  to  her  mifery  :  (he 
was  dro,wn6cl  in  hcr.prifori.    ..    /  •        . 

The  inhabitants  of  Leghorn,  meanwhile^  who  had 
{ecn  the  Princefs  embark^  foon  learnt  with  horfor, 
that  inlicad  of  a:  banquet  which  fhe  was  taught  to 
expe<Sl  on  board  the"  fquadron/  (be  had  fouild;  irons 
pnly.  Leopold,  Grand-duke  of  Tufcany,  whbfe  ter- 
ritorial, rights  had  juift  been  fo  fiiamefully  violated^ 
yrote  immediately  to' Vienna  ^and"  to  Pct^riObargh,' 
complaining  of  this  outrage.  But  Alexis  OrlofF  ia- 
folently 'braved  bbth  the  complaints  of  Leopold  and 
the  indignation  of  the  public.  '  .  -' 

An  actventure  in  which  this/el'ociou^  man  Was  don- 
ccrncd  during  bis  refidence  at  Rome,  ferves  equally- 
to  difplay  his  charadter.  One  evening  that  h6  Tup- 
ped at  the  houfe  of  a  noble  lady,  where  a  nutnerbus 
company  was  aflTembledj  hd  wifllcfd  ta  make  an  ex-^ 
bibltion  of  his  prodigious  ftrengtli.  He  cruiKed  with 
eafc  in  his  hand  fundry  pieces  of  cryftal  and  iron; 
He  afterwards  pat  an  apple  between  two  of  his  firi-« 
gers  and  broke  it' to  fhivers.;  The  Duke  of  Gloccfter^ 
brother  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  was  at  table ; 
one  of  the  fragxtionts  of  the  apple  ftruck  that  Prince 
on  the  face  and  hurt  him.  The  whole  company  ex- 
prefled  much  concern  at  the  accident.  Alexis  Or- 
lofF.alonedifaweied  no  kind  of  emotion,  and  did^ot 
fo  much  as  deign  to  make  the  flighteft  apology  to 
his  Royal  Highneft*  '^      ' 

Some  of  the  Englilh  dcgradfed  themfelves  fo  far  as 

to  affift  in  the  maehlnations  6f -Alexis  OrlofF;  but 

-,  X  others 


SM  HISTORY  W  CATHARIKB  II.  [l771i 

olhf^^  Wepe  v«ry  far  from  approving  hfs  €0fidu6l. 
They^v<©n  bluihed^  to  ferve  und^r  bim,  and  gave  in 
tJJeif  rfeftgnffti<!)^n.  Of  this  number  vAs* Admiral  El^ 
pfeitlgftbri.     Grelg  fucfeceded  him. 


BQOK  yii. 


f  T 


I        .  1  • 

Prince  lidl^orouky  enters  the  Krimea-r—Plague  at  Mof-. 
'  cow^-{iM  King  of,  Poland  ki<inapff:d*-^-Co7igrefi  of 
t'.pJhatikT—JVaJfdtfchikoff  becomes  the  Fav§%crite  of  ths 
'^\Efmpr,efs— Gregory  Orloff  is  banijhed.  the  Court — ^ 
.    Qmfewu.es   of  lkikhqf'0 — Firji  difmemherment  of 

'  Pqk^nd.T-Pe^jiC^   (if,  Kdinardgi — Emigration   of  thr 
' ,  Eieuih'i—D\fmlJfHin.of^  Wafftltfchikag—^BrJl' Mar^ 

•  ^^^ig"^  ^f  Fciyi'  Peiro'vultzr—Diderot  at  Peterjlni$:gh^  . 

'  I^THOIJGH /req^ueP'tly  variquiO^ed,  the  QttON 
man  rjnnics  were  eaji'ly  recruited  and  refitted  thie 
eflE^t^.ofthp  Rvi^ffi^m  This  was,  a. terrible  hydr.1, 
thn^^i^ds, of  which  multiplied,  beneath  the  flrokes.of 
%)nfiaq^Qff  and  hi^  liewtenaqt-geperals,  Thfc.  RuA 
£aJ>  ^gfin€r^  Weiflew^n  croiTed  the  Danube,  aod 
b^at  .tfce  Turksr  in.  thfe  nieighboui:h<t)od  of  liaccia.  In 
^jfbput  tin)^  the  GKaodrvizir  forced  him  to  ce-pafs  the 
riv,er,  apd  $d.vgmccd  towards  B.ukb^rqft  with  an  army 
oil} OQ,OQQ  njjen,,  There'  tbe^ Turks  were  completely 
vi(^oriov»^^  J^it;  they,  had  ixot  long  to  congratulate 
th^^pafplyes  uppni  thi$  fuccefs.  In  three  facccffiTe 
eqjnbats  the.Kuffia'U's.had  again  the  advajDtage. 

Th^  Gm«<l-vi^ip  retired  tQ:.tbf5  Bulgarian,  mouffL^ 
tq(ps,^;.-ah4  Koimm^f^  ftb^doningthe  right  banlj 
f^f  thci.EfeiHibi?,  tQpk;  up  hi^  witttor  quarters  in; MoU 
l^via  aftcJ^W^kcbift.  J.., 

The  Khan  of  the  Krimea  fought .  vaUaatty  for  tlia 
'3FurJfes.:;  Catft^pine  tc^bied  tQ  avenge  herfejf^  and  to 

9ixsy;  oS".  tliis  ^id.  A'oto  h^  ^neitoy *.    She  had^i  ferva 

.     .'.  i  '  long 
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loti^  tittiei  correl'pdjfieients  iti  thfe  KHiYiea.;.  jfl'ef  ^milf'- 
fktCd  wdfc '  lab'OitV'ftig:  iti '  l^cfk  'to  'rfri*e4d  .  6Hikbti 
among  tfie  Tartars,  "and  to  dt^pHve  lh6  KhdnMtM 
t6r)M()t)rt  of  his.llibje(?t's. ' .  in  tVis  Xh6y  fb'Cti^ed- 
ed.  Valout'feon  atch'ieVed  What  ifitriffUe  'K^d  torri^ 
rriGnct-d.  . .  ^.  .-  . 

The  celebrated  lines  of  Peridkoahad'yifel^ed/fei-lt^ 
years  befeVfe'," to  the  iititr^pfdity  ttf  Mufiie^^  ^*'Ih^W<a- 
ed  by 'tkt  e::^ampfe,  the  IChMS'^brtft^  Kflhida.  r^ril 
dered  this  pairage  riibre  difflcaft  .  However/ tfdfhgt 
a:  ditch  of  feventy-two  feet  in  brfe^adth  arid  feriy'- 
tvt'o  iti  de^th,  nor  fifty  thdufaild  TPartafs,  V^ere  at)fe 
fo  afi-eft  the  progrefs  6f  Ptiihck  t>b\gor6v!ip  tA 
croffingthis  baffler,  that  gen^rd  feridefeid  ^mirifeM' 
Wai^ef  of  all  the  Kfltnea  ;  and.  as'  tfte  ri^afSt'ot  his 
vlaories,  te  rdCeived' frbm  th^  Etiipi^els  tfi6  flirndtii^ 
bfKfimfky.  \ 

The  Khafi,  obliged  t6  ^b^hdpnhf^  doirntfy  that  life 
might  not  f^ll  Into  the  hinds  of  the  edrijqudrdr;  'Withi 
drew^ into' the' ffhtcB  of 'Tufk^y:*;'  Prir^^^  Ifclgorbuky 
ifriiilediiitely.  (^aufcd  a  hew  Khdh  16  be  fei6'(3ed/but 
be  i60  W^s^not  yet  /ucb' asr  the  ftii^ians  had  bccai 
fion  for^  iand  It  was  not  /6'rlg  before  lie  ddajihed  hfr»- 
f^iff^yntheifpaffy.         '''■"''   '"   '^      '    '  . :  *. 

The  Gtrand-figllor,  fllUd  wiWindign^idn\  that 
Aba^a  l^acha,  ^nd  fditfe'otheiP  Turkifh  com'rAandef^, 
hadifi  a  eowarci^Iy  nianf)er' abandoned  the  foiTTiea; 
fetit  thcni  tlVe  ftitdl  bow'.rfnng.hVdofderediHeif'bleed^ 
iligrvcaidS  to  be  expofed  at  the  Mt^  tif  the  fdfagfia:  " 

^The  eva^uati'on  of  the  K&a  by  the*  l^urlctflfi 
CbitirtiandefS  waS  not  the  only  a6!t  of  perfidy  of  vvhidh 
tlie*  Porte  had  at  that  timd  f^dfoh  .16  cpfn^lairi:  Shi 
li^djurt  eoricludcd  with  the  couft  of  Viennaa  BcfSl! 
ffe'aty,  by  v^hich  that  Couft  6ng^ged  to  talie  upofferi- 
jRfte  afitis  in  hef  behalf,-  otf  ten-dkioa  that  fhe  ivptirld 
defray  th6  exf)enfcs  of  ;t1ife  \VRfl  arid  rcftore,  upbil 
th6r6tu^fl  6('pti(ie,  a  pkft'  bf'WuUchii  and  j(8fhe 
dtfeei*  Au^fiift  fdft-itoyies  >^]ffi6li  flie  Had  con^uefed. 
faithful 'fotheife  prothll^tfs;  We  t*bftfe^bt|an'5y  pay- 

X2  io^ 
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ing  to  the  court  of  Vienna .  five  millions  of  Imperial 
florins.  The  coUrt  of  Vienna  turned  them  to  acr 
count  immediately  :  but,  to  the  difgrace  of  the 
Cbriftian  profefficx),  it  was  to  take  up  arms  agaifift 
the  Porte,  and  form  a  re-union  with  Ruflia. 

l^or  fome  time  a  terrible  fcoiirge  had  defolated  the 
interior  of  Ruflia.  Melancholy  fruit,  of  the,vi6lories 
dfthelluffians,  the  plague  had  been  communicated 
fi-pm  Bender  to  Mofcow ;  and. the  ignorance  of  thip 
phyficians,  and  the  fuperftition  of  the  people,  were 
thecaufes  that  it  made  frightful  ravages  in  that  city. 
The  phyficians  at  firft  believed  this  malady  to  be 
only  an  epidemic  fever ;  and  the  people,  who  faw 
ihat  the  phyficians  did  not  know  how  to  cure  it,  pur-: 
fued  them  fron)  every  quarter,  and  obliged  them  to 
conceal  themfelves  41)  order  to^  efcape  their  fury. 
Someone  pretendetf  that  the  image  of  the  Virgin, 
which,  vyas  at  the  gate  of  thC; Kremlin,  poflefied  the 
virtue  of  preventing  the  contagion.  Immediately  it 
was  furrqundcd  by  multitudes  and  loaded  with  offer- 
ings. But  as  a  cdnfiderable  number  of  pcrfons  al- 
ready infedfted  by  the^ plague  mingled  themfelves  in 
the  croud,  they  communicated  the  difeafe  to  thofe 
vi'hb  as  yet  had  not  caught  fhe  infedlion.  .Ambrofe- 
archbiftiop  of  Mofcow,:  perceiving  all  the  danger 
which  might  arife  from  fuch  a  concourfe,  caufedthe 
image  to  be  carried  away  from  the  place  where  it 
was  fet  up:  the  people  became  furious,  and,  ac- 
cufing  the  archbiftiop  of  inhumanity,  of  iacrilege, 
and -even  of  wiftiing  to  appropriate  to  himfelf  the  re- 
venues of  the  Virgin,  they  broke  open  the  doorsi  of 
a  mbnaftery  in  which  this  prelate  had  fought  an  aiy- 
lum.  The  archbiftiop  upon  this  imagined  that  he 
might  efcape  the  rage  of  the  multitude  by  conceal- 
ing himfelf  in  the  fan<Suary,  where,  according  to. 
the  Greek  ritual,  the  priefts  alone  have  periiiiffion  to 
enteh  Unfortunately. a  child  fewhimpafs,  and  haf- 
tened  to  give  information  of  it^  The'peqple  ruftied 
into  the  church,  laid  bold  of  the  old  man,  and  dragged 
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him  to  the  door  to  difpateh  hfni.     The  wrctdi^rf' 
archbifhop,  perceiving  death  to  be  iiievitftbfe,  ^'con^^ 
jured  his  afiaffins  to- permit  him  toafcend  to  the  al- 
tar^ to  receive  the  communion  once  more.     1  hey^' 
confentcd  to  this,  and  calmly  t^ebeld  him  conclode 
bis   pioiis   ceremony.      Scarcely    had    he-   fif):fhcd 
when  they  darted  (Upon  him  anew,  Ar^^^^A  him  to 
the  outfide'of  the  church,  and  barbarotrfly 'niaflacrca 
bim.  ■  '*  '  *'  -'        ^'";      '  /  "'♦' 

The  Emprcfe  had  already  ient  propel  aftifiariee  to 
arreftthe  progrefsof  the  cootagibr} ;  but' it  ttras  riot 
of  the  fmallefl  avail.  It  was  neceflary  to  employ  st 
lAan  whofe  authority  could  reftr^in  the  people^  and 
fabjc6l  them  to  precautions  and  to  cleanlinefe.  but 
little  obfervcd  in  Ruflia.  Gnegory  Orbff  hiid'thc 
courage  to  go  and  brave  at  once  the  plague  and  fu- 
perllition.  He  repaired  to  Mofcow  with  an  i^sirabr- 
di nary  promptitude.  He  prc^iibited  and  preventcil 
every  kind  of  aflembly.  He  vifited  himfelf  the  per- 
ions  attacked  by  the  peftilenc^ ;  be  procured  theiil* 
the  affiftance  of  which  they  flood  in  need  t  and 
was  careful,  aboVe  all  things,  to  recommend  to  the 
furgeohs  and  the  officers  by  whom  he  was  fecohded, 
to  caufe  to  be  burnt  in  their  prefence  the  apparel  fS 
thofe  patients  who  fell  vi6tims  to  this  terrible  ieourge. 
The  difeafe  at  laft  yielded  to  the  muUipHed  exertions 
of  Gregory  OrlofF,  and  to  the  feverity  of  winter.  But 
it  had  already  carried  off  near  100,000  of  the  inha* 
bitants  of  JNlofcow. 

On  his  return  to  Peteriburgh,  Gregory  Orloff 
found  again  in  Catharine  an  aifc6lionate  loVer  and  a 
grateful  fovereign.  That  Pi*incefs  canfed  a  triumphal 
arch  to  be  eje^ed,  and  ^  medal  to  be  ftruck,  to  record 
to  poflerity  the  fervice  which  he  had  juft  rendered  to 
his  country. 

The  plague  had  not  confined  its  attacks  to  the 
interior  of  Kuifia;  the  Ruffian  and  Ottoman  armies 
which  fought  upon  thd  banks  of  the  Danube  were ' 
Infe^ed  witb  it.    They  fpread  it  in  Pdand ;  anditT 
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of  j^wlfia  ta4  fpr  ^  Iqng  time,  me^itat^ .    . 

.  Ttie  J^nfiprefs,  \va$  d^ijy  adding  tp.  tb«  hc?^y  yokpi 
>vhich  (he  had  impofed  on  Poland.  -!  Ker  troap;^  pu*"-; 
fiied  on  evgry  l^de.the  cop^edcf^tcs  qf  Bar,  .and  pi^-. 
l^ged  OF  deilroyed  t^h^ir  ppfleffions*,,  Th^t.Pi^incQfe; 
h^felf  bad  a  (hare  in  thfp  booty.     The  fannp^s  librai^y// 
of  Pving^yRadziwill  vva$  carmd:  pftj  \hp  preciQus  de-; 
pofit  of  Lithuanian  hiftory,  and  was  tranfported  to; 
Pcterfburgb,    from  wbencCj^  wi^t^KHit  (^ourbt,  it  will 
cooie  np  n^oife,,    B^itf  at  tb^  vQiy  ti:rne;thait  thisd^ 
t^ft^ble  robbery  \y^a§.  carry ic^g- on,  C^tharioe  fen*^  t(p> 
W^rfaw  dec;lax^j:iqn^  i«^  wliich  (he.fppl^e  pif  pothing) 
but'lier  equity,  h^r-  hwevoJence,  aqd. the  inclin^tioi^ 
fhe-  h^d  to  reijone  peaci^  to  Poland,.;    .       ;      ;     ,     . 

j'yhe  Poles,  iri'itajted  f^t^  j^he  tyranny  of  the  Ruffiaqs, 
were  inceflai>tly  mafeipg*  new  efforts  to  fre^  tt^poT^ 
felv^s./rgm  if.  They  belieFcd^theirunforti^^te  l^iog 
was  in  league  with  t:l}e  Empref^,  and  in  this  perr 
fiialipn  we;;e  deflroi^s  of  ajveflging  i]pon  him  thp  evils 
of  which,  ft^e  was  tlje  caufe.  'Tiae,  cohk'.dcj:at^^  had 
elejS^  «fpr.. general  a  pobJe.  Poloneic,  n^ined  Pu- 
lawlk;^5,  an  intrepid,;  man,  and  .fo  MiolciU  Uir,  li^art^. 
tfc.^t.be  did  not  helitat^  tp  ppoHlote,  evep  l?y,cri^^% 
thgj  mpft  honpurfihl^  pf  Cf^nrcs. .  . 

.  P^ijavyiky,.  refplved  to  tak^  polllffion  of  the  perfou: 
of  tljie  jCiqgj,  confided  the  executipn  orj  his  jMOJecSl  to 
three  other  coufedGnities^jwitl)  whole  int^^iirgencQand. 
audacity  he  was  well  acquainted.  After,  having  tak^i). 
an  p^b,  -vvith  th^ir  hands-  between  thofe  pf  their  ge- 
iiera)>.t9j}eiliy€r  the;  ^^yig  to  him,  or  to.  kill  hiin.if 
they  GOjulfl  ppt>  bring  hii?n.j»|iv<e,  the  tJircj©  chiefs  a^nd 
fifty^  ;4?agoaq^,  diiguHfejdt'as.peaf^ntS',  entered,  by  dif-. 
f^r^nt  qu^tsr^  into  Waffs w,:  They  .learnt,  that  the 
Sunday  following  the  King  was  to  pafs  the  fVQ ping 
at  Irh^  hjD^fe  pf  t4if  ;Pripe€^  :C:5^rtpryn(ki,  hi$  Hnejte. 
Tjpon  this  ft^pebf  t<h<?miw:wt  to  poll  the^(elVf;si  with- 
oi^t  tj^Q  cijy^.  ivhilflt  the  i^ft  lay  in  ^labulbade  on  tb^ 
V^SS  9i  ^W  Ka»g^    T«wai?4ft  ten  g'cla^  al  «lgljfc 
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this  Pdnce^  acGOfpfJfi^ie^.by  :fou  orifiaG^^pSfr 

Jooe,  aiKi  hi^vii^  0nR  of  hi&MaifU-"^e-:^mpji^f.^^^.^^r^ 
riage  with  him,  wfs  returning  tOr^il#.  palfp^.  ^j'^^i^dq^I 
.-^t once ,. the  -ooij^giratQrs  a<,l vanpe4ii  and;  q»4'H1P^  /^^e 
toa<ihraan.,tp  (top.  SeVGrahpiflaU  wertc  ^J^jtljie^liaq^p 
jtiiw  firp4:iofFag?finft  th«j  carriage.  ,  .A  h^i^^fll^k-^l 
pijerced  by^a-ball.^  The  rfft'of  tho  King'^JttitjiriQit 
.even  ejcecptipg  his*aid-dc-camp>  ti^  to.f  jgljt^fT^^ije 
ot  the  allaffins  fired  a  piftol  Ihot  at  the  Kiogij.^^icb 
'}>e{)OU'ated'  hi^  hat ;  anothm*  mEide  a^^blow.ajl^i^f^aay  ^ 
iiud  n)ada.,a  dgc^  woMTid,  ^  Atjfegfward&^rt^^^^i^^ 
hipi.bys  th^:Collaf,  ai>d  .d^^3gged[rt>i[iB  k^tyjp^  th^ir 
Jiprf^s  throirgh  the.  raoft  pbfeun^*.ftr0^tsi  Pef,c?i\^Uig 
Vfcry  foon  .that.he.Joft,breati},  aqd  ithatt  }t  wa^rijipppf- 
.iible  for  hifP  to  follaw  theitt.^pn  ,foQt,  th^y  i>ia4f  hw 
iiiou^t  0^  hortfeback ;  ^and  ,>vh^q  (,they  w^r^/jfl  ^^p 
brink  of  the  fo/sS  which  furrounds  Warfavvpir^tjii^ 
pbUged  hirp  .tp  crafs  it.  ^ithjti^Qfni, ! ,  Th^hbiSiwjfGify^.ich 
..carried  th<j.Ki6g  tell  and*  Jbfokei>i§.  Jeg  ;  tljfjjRiijig 
lyas  wounded  in  the  foot.  ,  -^no^iMW  horfe  >va*,gjyjefi 
%f^  hiifl.  Obc  of;  the  <;hiefs  tpre  frorp  bjni,;tbq:|^r:uf- 
ftan  order  of  the31ack  Eaglc;  and,  th(?  diampu^  crcfe 
.^hipb  was  faflened  ta.iil;.  ^  Then .  thq' greatei: .  part  (j)f 
the  cpnfpiratOFS  djfperfed.  SeyPAKitjly  pf  ,^hpm,:.^jp- 
der  the  cc^mand,  of  Koziniky^  rcmainedj  Nv^^th*  the 
:Kitfig,  and  wandered  a  long,  tirap  jxvith  him; in. the 
dai'k,  endeavouring  to  avoid  eveiy  frequented,  roa^. 
In .  a  (hort  time  they  found  therafclves  in  ajforeft, 
,  ^yhich .  is  not  above  a  league  dilia^:it  from  Wariavy,  . 
The  voices  pf  fpme  Rullian.^troles  were  be^jird. 
The  confpirators^were  frighten^d^  and  betoqfc  tl\cro- 
felyes  to  flights  The  King. r^cnqjo.^d  alone  witbrKc^- 
^vnfky.  But  not  /during  to  call  for  aifidance  for  fear 
thi^t:  Koziniky  (hould  kill  hiii>)  he  triad  to  .per^Uad^ 
b^m  tQ  favour  his  efoape*  Ko^ki&y  ^efitat^^d  for-a 
long  time :  his  oath  deterred  bitn. .  At  bit  be  yield^ 
to  th^  iolicitations  of  the  Ki^g;  and^  after  b^yiag 
thrown  bin^ielf  upoa  bi^  knees- to  (4cTpand  bis  ^rd^> 
be  C0i]dtt^#  Vm  to  a  r^ill  yf\M!tk  wa&  but  at  a^iUjttJe 

X  4  diftancc. 


1^8  HI s¥oKt  dp  ^ATH AftlKfe  It.  [  1 7 73. 

daiaT4m^%he  King,  without  mjlkte^-ftlrrfreJfK^ 

Itnrticcilately  wrote  a- billet,  which  fe^co'AVc^^ed-by'a 

pe^fant  to  the  colondl  of  his  giiar<f§V  '  • 

-  •  Warftw-'was  in  "the  utmoft  conftertiatibn.     The 

King's  bat  Hjtd  beten'  found  all  cqvtjred  with  blood; 

ThatPrinqs  was  believed  tb  b6^  dead.     But  as  feon 

as- it-  \Vas  underftood  that  he  had:iefcnj>ed   from  hiB 

aflSlIitTrs,  the  people  libaridoned  themfeK*es>  to  trarif- 

'ports  of'joy.       '  '  •    •     *; 

^  ^  Seter^Vof  th6  villains  were  takdn^j  iind  periflied 

on  the  feafFold.    'K6zinlky6btaihed-h4^  pardon.    He 

witjidrekr  into  Italy,  whfere  the  King  granted  him  a 

ipenfiom^    With  refpe6i^-"to  General    Piilawlky,    hie 

publilbed  a  manifelftii'  in  which  he  declared  that  bfe 

^ad  no  hand  in  the  beit^age  committed  upon  the  Po- 

4ifli  ttionarch.     No  perfon  put  any' faith  ifi  this  decla-^ 

'  The  'dattger  whibb  Staniflaus- AngUftiis  had  '  run, 
funtifhed  the  Rufliatis  wnth  a  frefti  p!^t;ext  for  perfe- 
eutihg  the  confederates  of  Bar,  arid '  for'making  pre- 
parations  towardsf  the   difmembernient:   of  Poland. 
^BSt  had  Cafhafine  any'o^cafion  for  pretexts  ?    We 
IhaU  prefently  feethat'ihe  had  arranged  matters  iu 
fiteb  a  manner  as'td  be  able  to  do  \^ithoat  them.  -    = 
A\  D.  1772.     The.  Ruffians  and  Ottifbans  flood 
equally  ill  need  of  peace.     Their'flrWies,  enfeebled 
•by^  engagements  innumerable,  by  fatigue  and  by  con- 
tagion", conftantly' recrniied  thcmfelves^  and  became 
•conftantly  more  diminifhed/   The  fquad^on  of  Alexis 
OrlofF  ftill  domfnd^rf^d  over  the  feas  of  Greece  ;  but 
the  Ions:  refidencef'of  the  Ruffians-^in  a  climate  fo 
dtfFercnt  fr6m  their  o^n,  and  the  execifles  to  which 
fhey  abandoned  themfelvcs,  occafioned  an  cpidenvic 
di#emper  among  them,  which' threatened  to  fweep 
'thein  away  even  ^o'  the  laft  feamdh  of  their  crews. 
'The-  new  •  Gapltan-Pacba,   Ga^i  Hafllan,   zealdus  to 
cAYienge  the  difafters  of  his  niarine,  was  preparing  new 
-'Itf m'ittients  at-'Cortftantinople,"  and  flattered   himfelf 
'^i^h  the  hope;  of  being  able  to  oppofe  to  the  Ruf- 
'  "^    ,  fians/ 
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fians  a  fqua^IroD  more  formidabte  than  that  which  the 
flames  had  devoured*.  The  cbcvalier .  de  Tott,  a 
French  officer  inthe  fervice  of  the  Porte,  t^riittnphed 
•in  the  ignorance  of  the  Turks,  and  had  intridduced 
into  their  arfenals  an  order  and  an  a6livity  which  v^ 
dangerous  to  their  enemies.  The  valiant  Mufl[U^^- 
Pglou  was  elevated  for  the  fecond  time;  to.  the  poft 
*of  Grand* vizir,  and  had  re-aflbmed  the  comimand  6f 
the  army  qf  the  Danube.  Notwithftanding. this  the 
two  powesrs  negotiated,  through  the  medium  of  the 
fninirters  of  Auftria  and  Pruflia.  An  armiflicc  Was 
agreed  upon,  and  a  congrefs  was  appointed  at  FoC- 
kani,  •  .... 

-  TbiS'OGcafion  appeared  favourable  to  the  projedti 
of  Gregory  OrlofF.  He  made  ifeterefl  to  obtain  the 
hbnbur  of  going  to  treat  with  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  the  Divan.  It  had  long  been  his  wifh'  to  be  a  par- 
taker of  the  throne  which  he  had  fecured  to  Catha* 
rine.  He  believed,  that  in  giving  peaceto  the  Ruf- 
fians, he  (houid  acquire  eternal  claims  upon  their  gra- 
titude, and  do  away  the -difficulties  which  had  been 
0ppofed  to  his  marriage:  but  this  was'precifely  what 
gave  birth  to  others  more  unfurmourCtable. 

Catharine  had  been  greatly  attached  to,OrlofFand 
loved  him  ftill.  OrlofF,  on  the  contrary^  had  newr 
been  attached  to  Catharine  but  from  complaifance 
and  ambition.  For  a  long  time;  puffed  up  with  the 
favours. of  his  fovereign,  he  difplayeda  zeal  to  merit 
them  :  but  when  he  thought' he.  had*  acquired  fuffi- 
cient  rights  over  her,  his  zeal  cooled,-  and  thofe  fa- 
vours -even  feeniedito  be/lfrcquently  burdenibme  to 
him.  :  Tile  greater  effi^rts  Catharine  made  to  allure 
him  back  to  her,  the  more  he  appeared  eager  to. avoid 

.  her,  and  to  feek  elfewhere  charms  which  h&no  longer 
found  in  I  her.  That  Princefs  was  mortified  at  the 
coldneis  of  an  ingrate  ;  and  provoked  aLhis  infide<- 

-lities.  But.  {he. was  .ftill  attached  to  him  by  fuch 
powerful  ties,  thtft.ihe  durft  not  think  of  bilking 
ibem  afcinder.    ^brinlky,  above  all>  rendered  the 
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toYe:of  Orioff 'dear  to.  her.  &he  had 'bii»*^bro«^t 
wp  in  the  houfe  of  the  chambcrlatn  Sehkodriny  aiid 
*wcnt  frequently , to  iec  him  uiider  a  borrowed  namQ^ 
anddilguifed  in .  fiaeh  a  tmkriner  as  not  toibe  recog*- 
nijeed;  *  ... 

One.  day.'that  fhe  had  juft  quitted  this  child,  and 
was  meditating  how  to  cure  Orloff  of  bis  inoonftancy^ 
ihe  thought  (he  had  difcovered  a  m^ethod,  by  efpouf^- 
ing  him  privately.  She  made  him  the  propofition, 
OrloiFnejedted  it  in  a  haughty  man ner«  He.  replied 
to  the  Emprefe,  that  he  ^did  not  think  hinnfi^If  nn- 
worthy  of  bearing  publidy  the  name  of.her  hufband, 
and  of  feating  himfelf  with  her  on  a  throne  which 
^c  had  ^referved  to. hen  .  Catharine,  inaftdnifh- 
went,  diflembled  her  difpleafure ;  ^ut  difbernedJim^ 
mediately  that  the  pride  of  her;  favourite .  might  be 
produ6li  ve-  of  fatal  confequencds  to  her ;  and  did  not 
<ielay  overcoming  an  attachment  which  tebcpofed  her 
to  too  great  humiliation.  .  .       :: 

Although  Pamin  did  ;not  live  on  (Opein  tarme  qf  dif- 
agreemeht  with  Gregory  OrlofF,  he  did  not  tb6  ]ftf^ 
wifh  for  the- difgrace  of  tkat  favourite.  •  Too.  (kilfiiJ, 
and  without  doubt  too  timid,  to  make  a^diredl  attack 
ttpon  him,  he  did  not  let  flip  an  opportujiity  of  giv- 
ing him  an  tinder-^hand  blow.  Orloif .  was  fiir  from 
following  his  exatmple.  =  He  bore  but  little  enmity, 
ibough  a  great  dc^  was  borne  to^vards  him.  His 
iraughtinefe  had  created  him  a  great  number  of  ad^ 
veriaries,  his  favour  had  raifed  him  many :  mom. 
Every  one  wad.  picafed  to  fee  him  ^withdnaw  .froip 
xjotirt^  and  the  Emprefs  ftiared  the  joy  of  ber  sxmxh 
tiers*  She  hoped  that  his  abfence  would  completely 
defiroy  the  remaioder  of  the  afbeildant  which  lie  had 
preferved^ver  her.        .  ; :  .::  ,- 

Panit),  .who  carefully  ^watched  tte  inclinatioos  of 
that  Princefif,  was  not  flow  of  perceiving  that  flie 
frcguently  regarded  with  ocxnplaccncy.  a  fub-lieutQ-' 
;iBHuit  of't^  gi^tds,  natnod  Wafliiltchikoif.  :  Heim^ 
mibdifltely  con^med  tbe  ideia^of  making. tbk  youitg 
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m^  ferve  as  an  inftrume«t  for  eflfeAiugthftWin  of 
OrlofF.  Zak*r  TfthcrBiipbefF,  to  whom  the  arrogance 
of  tbe^  favourite  w^s  ftill  more  ddiou$  tbafi  to.  Partin, 
feconded  witbjoy  the  prpjeft  of  this  mioift^r.  .Poth. 
the  one.  and  the  other  ,tbougbt  that  the  .Qrand-duie, 
who  was  «ot  ignorant:  that  Orjoff  bad  prcfucoed  to 
$fpirc  to  the  throng,  could  not  but  behdW  with  fa- 
tisfadlion  cvci-y  thing,  which  bad  a  tendency  to  keep 
bim  at  a  difjajnee  from  it.  An  attempt  \vas  therefore 
iQ^de  to.  flimulftte  the  new  propenfity  of  the  Emprefs. 
Orloif  wa$  ^k.thc  fame  time  reprefented.toberas  aa 
ambitious  .m^^n,  whoMdefiyed  to  go  j^nd  negociate  the 
peaces  ^  Fpikani,  only  in,  order  to  betray  ^Kiifiia 
^n^  to  bocome  independent^  in  afliiming  the  fove-^ 
?eignty  of  M^ld^via  and  Walacbia.  It  waafo  nauph 
tbe.roor^  eafy  to  render  bim  /ijfpe^Sed  by  tb&tPrin- 
c^fs,  that  every. fuccQediag. day  ibe  found  bis  rival 
more  to  her  tjtfte, 

.  WaffiltchikofF  pjeaf^d  her,  .becaufe  bo  was  young 
,  and  robuft,  but  be  was  deficient  m*  undetftandi»g, 
in  talent^,  in  experience,  eveij  in  pef.fonal*cour»ge^ 
It  is  probable  tli^t  he  would  never  froni  bi^owm  merit 
bave  fuccecded  with,  the  Emprcft.  Heiwas  aot  left 
without . f^jpport.  Th&^l?rincQ  Barajtyndky,  verfed  io 
the.  art  of  intiiigup^  was  not  fparing  either  of  bia 
counfe^^.  Of  of  his  exertio«aa  Waffiltcbikoff  profited 
by  them. ;  His  dqciJity  fuppHed  the  plae^.  of  merit,, 
The  Emprqfsi  was  fo  well.pleaifed  with  biway  that  ibe 
^pminated  h\\j^  her  chamberlain^.  leade  him  magnifi- 
cent prqfent^^^^nd.  frequtnily-tceatsd  bin>  ifl  publiQ 
with  a/ap3iHjirity  wbijcbreodeiied.it  very  eafy  to  per- 
ceive their  good  underftanding. 

Whrp^  Cj;tj:harinc  bijd  propofed  to  tbo  haughty 
Qrioff  toiefpoiUb  him.  m  private^*  thiS; favouriteflat-? 
t^red  feijmfplf  that  his  refufa).  would  ooly  .fti^aiulate 
t^bie  d^fii^e.of  tb^t.Briacfji$>  ,md  that  accjefe. to  tbe 
thfon^  vwHjiW  bms?ne.by^tfeatro«ai3«  morcjeafy*  Ac- 
^uftods^d  to  a;  lovei^  of  whkfa;  \m  Md\  tb^  nt^ft.  euidssf ti 
,  Wg  plie4f^>.  Jte.difi'  HQt  htXiSffttt  it .  p&bk  tit  could 
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lofe  tfce  heart  of  the  Emprcfs.  What  then  miift  have 
been,  hie  thoughts  when  he  learnt  that  fl>e  had  avail* 
ed  bdrfeif  of  his  abfence  to  chufe  a  new  lovcf  ?  He 
at  firft  trembled  with  aftonifhment  and  rage.  But 
pKidc  foon  came  to  his  cortfelation.  He  inwgined 
.  that  his  prefence  would  be*  fufficient  to  rekindle  a 
flame  which  be  believed  but  i^l)  extinguifted,  Fqll 
of  this  idea,  he  forgot  negotiations,  peace,  alt  the 
intercfts  of  the  empire,  departed  from  Fofkani  with- 
out even  demanding  permrffion  of  the  Emprefe,  arid 
aiTived  at  the  gates  of  Peteribprgb.  At  the  inftant 
he  prefented  himfelf,  the  officer  of  the  guard  ad-* 
^  vanded  towards  his  carriage,  and  fbewed  him  the 
order  which  be  had,  not  to  permit  him  to  enter  the 
p^tidv  OrlofF  obferved  a  prof6«rtd  filence,  and  took 
the  road  to  Gatfchina,  one  of  hiacowntry  refidences. 
'  Only  twodays  before  OrlofFarrived  at  Peteriburgb,' 
intelligence  had  been  received  that  he  had  quitted 
Fofkani.  This  fuddcn  return  caufed  ^reat  uneaii> 
Ttcfs  at  cbnrt.'^The  Emprefs,  who  was^ well  aequaint-r 
cd  with  the  impetuofity  of  OrJofF,  an/1  who  appre- 
hended that  he  might  prefent  himfelf  in  {\nte  of  her^ 
fave  orders^  that  the  guard  of  the  palace  fhould  be 
oubled,  and  that  fefttinels  (bould  be  placed  at  the 
door  pf  her  new  favourite.  Not  yet  quieted  by  Ihefe 
precautions,  fbe  caufed  the  locks  of  her  apartments 
to  be  changed,  of  which  OrlofF  had  the  key»  All 
thefe  arrangements  were  unncccflafy  :  OrJoff  fhould 
not  have  infpired  a  fingle  appreheniion.  As  foon  as 
Ivis  diigRtce  was  known  he  had  no  longer  any  parti-- 
fens,  and  his  enemies  difcovered  thcmfelves  from 
every  quarter. 

Grloff  perceived  all  the  danger  of  his  fituation. 
His  courage  was  not  however  (haken.  It  is  even 
pretended  that  be  then  made  Pugatfcheff  take  up 
arms;  who  had  been  long  devoted  to  him,  and  whom 
he-had  prepared  for- rebellion,  to  render  himfelf  more 
nexsedary'  to  Catharine;  and  to  oblige  her  to  efpoufe 
him.  *  However  this  might  be^  when  the  Cqunt  ^^ 
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kar  TfcheniifchefF  came,  in  the  name  of  the  E«i- 
prefs,  to  dtimand  of  him  the.refigoation  of  his  em- 
ployments, he  infolcntly  refufed  it.  That  Princefs 
might  eafily  have  puniftied  the  fubje<9:  who  refifted 
her  will ;  (ht  preferred  treating  with  indulgence  the 
lover  whom  (}ie  had  long  i:^herl(lied.  A  ncgociation 
was  carried  on  with  OrlpfF.  Overcome  by  the  in- 
dulgence which  his  fovoreigi?  ftilf  deigned  to  difplay 
towards  him,  he  confented  to  withdraw  from  Peterf- 
burgh,  and  to  go  and  travel  for  fome  time  through 
Europe..  As  the  priceof  his.fubmiffion,  he  received 
100,000  roubles  in  ready  money,  a  warrant  for  a  pen- 
fion  of  1 50,000,  a  magnificent  prefent  of  plate,  and 
an  eftate  with  6000  pcafents.  He  had  already  ob- 
tained a  patent  of  Prince  of  the  Empire.  It  wa« 
Catharine's  wifh  that  he  fhould  take  the  title,  with* 
put  doubl,  that  her  ancient  Iqv^r  might  appear  in  the 
eyes  of  foreign  nations  with  a  luftre  wprthy  of  jth^ 
favour  which  he  had  enjoyed.. 

The  part  which  Catharine  a^led  feemed  toan- 
novmce  fome  weaknefs :  but  it  was  conformable  Jo 
her  chara<5ter.  That  Princefs,  whofe  foul  was  fo 
ftedfaft  and  ftately,  knew  how  .to  condefcjcnt;!  wh^n 
her  intereii  require^l  it.  She  fdt  that,  in  punifhing 
Orloff,  (he  would  intimidate  all  thofe  vvho^had  ferved 
him.  She  wifhed  to  pcrfuadc.  them  that  har.grati* 
tude  furvi>Fed  even  heraffedlions. 

The  congrefs  ,of  Fpfkani  had  been  opened  in  fuqh 
a  manner  as  to  infpire  the  hope  of  an  approaching 
peace.  The  Ottoman  minifters  prefented  to  the  Ruf- 
fians fom^  fuperb  carpets,  extremely  fine  ItufFs,  and 
fome  excellent  arms  ;  and  Ofman  EfFendi.r  whp  was 
the  firft  to  fpeak,  faid,  "  That  the  Gfrand-fignor,  his   . 

maftex;,  had  recommendedtio  him  toferveGodan^ 

to  love  peace." 

The  Ruffians  gave  as  prefents  to  Qfman  and  bis 

colleagues  fome  precious  ftones  elegantly  fet,  divers 

golden  toys,  and^  fome  very  beautiful  furs.     After-*- 

\varda  they  replied,  that  they  likewife  were  lovi^rs 

•      *  '  both 
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both  of  peace  and  of  juftice:  They  nevcrthdefs  de- 
manded fuch  enormous  facrifices  that  the  Turks  were 
difg^iftiid.  After  difcuiling  fome  ufelefs  pfopofitioni 
the  ptenipotcntiaries  feparated. 

Sometime  afterwards  the  negotiations  recommenced 
at  Bukhareft,  between  Marefchal  Roman^off  and  the 
Grand-vizir  Moflum  Oglou.  Thefe  two  warriors, 
who  had  fo  frequently  combated  againft  each 'other, 
were  not  in:norant  how  much  their  armies  bad  occa- 
fion  fbr.repofe,  but  their  conferences  were  equally 
fruitle^' with  thofe  of  Fofliani.  The  term  of  the  ar- 
mifticc  was  expired.  The  peace  makers  thought  of 
nothing  now  but  war. 

During  the.  whole  time  of  the  negotiations  prepa- 
ration had  been  made  for  battle.  The  Ruffians  bad 
concluded  with  the  new  Khan  of  the  Krimea  a  treaty^ 
by  which- this  Prince  declaml  himfelf  jndependi^nt 
of  the  Grand-fignor,  and  prut  himfelf  under  the  pro- 
tedtion  of  the  Emprefs.  The.  Porte,  in  intltgnatiph 
at  the  dcfcfl'i<3n  of  the  Tartars,  as  w-ell  as' at  the  cef- 
lion  wbfch  ttrey  had  made  to  the  Ruffians  'bF  the  for- 
trefles'of  Kcrffeh  and'Jeni-kal<!,  fent  into  the  Bl^'ek 
Sea  a  ftrong  fquadrbn  of  ga!lk)tjf  and  chebecs.  Tfre 
Emprefe  h^d  already  there  a  fleet  of  frigates,  ahd  ient 
tojoin  it  (evcral  Englifh  and  Dutch  officers,  utixlet 
the  command^  of  Admiral  Srnaw^n.  "^     . 

But  a  more  important  objeft  occirpied'Cktharihe 
at  this  mbhieht.  She  beHfcM  herfeff  at  hit  oil  the 
jpornt  of  rjeaprng  the  fruit  of  fhe  di^fturb^rrces  atj*d  th<5 
rfivifions  wbrcrr  ffie  had  di'flemmated  arttongft  thd 
Poles.  •  It  has  bceii  already  teen,  that  for  a  long  tim^e-, 
in  coriicert  with  the  Krng  of  Pruffia,  fhe  left:  to  this 
Prince  the  care  of  procuring  the  confcnt  of  the  Cortft 
of  Vietjiia '  to^  thc^  difrnenvberrttent  of  Polamd. .  She 
was  befides  very  fure,  that  fhe  would  havte  btrt  few 
obftacTes  to  overcome  brr. the  part  of  otbeir  ^pO\verg/ 
Pran^e^  htid  then  a  pitnffiter'  who  pofl&flferf  but  Kttfe 
forefight.  Englantf  w^asi  attached;  to*  Rnlliaf  by  her 
commerce.  •'  The  ftsttes  adjoining  to'  the  Baltit  ftii'ght 

have 


have  reafon  to  be  jealous  at  feeing  the  Ruffians  and 
the  Ruffians  take^  poflfeffion  of  ports  upon  that  fca, 
but  not  one  of  them  had  the  means,  nor  the  temerity 
to  make  any  oppofition.  The  Ottomans,  were  they 
more  to  be  dreaded  ?  Were  they  in  a  condition  to 
.  give  any  affiftance  to  Poland,  when  they  fo  little  un- 
derftood  how  to  defend  themfelves,  and  when  they 
beheld  themfelves  attacked  in  every  quarter  of -their 
vaft  empire  ?  Finall)?,  Catharine  had  nothing  to  ap- 
prehend but  a  refufal  from  the  court  of  Y^cnna.  Fre- 
derick pr6mifed'her  the  acquidcence  of  this  court. 

That  Prince  had  it  in  his  power^  without  running 
any  rilk,  to  make  fuch  a  promife.  He  had  long  been 
acquainted,  from  the  report  of  his  minifters,  with  the 
chara6ler  of  the  heir  of  the  houfeof  Auftria, 

When,  in  1769,  Jofeph  11.  had  an  interview  with 
him  at  Neifs  in  Silefia^  the  Pruffian  monarch,  jprofit- 
ing  by  th*e  afcendant  which  he  derived  from  his  *ex^- 
pcrience  and  his  glory,  propofed  to  the  young  Em- 
peror the  firft  partition  of  Poland,"  Jofeph  II.  flat-  . 
tered  with  the  hope  of  extending  his  dominions,  lif- 
tened  wkh  joy  to  the  proje^  of  the  King  of  Praf-^ 
(ia ;  but  he  would  not  promife  to  give  his  confcdt 
before  he  had  confulted  with  the  old  Prince  Kaunitz, 
whbfe  counfefe  direftcd  him.  Kaunitz  applaudtxi 
the  plundering  proje<Sl.  Some  time  after  the  ttvo  mo- 
ftarcbs  had  a  fecond  interview  at  Neuftadt,  in  Au- 
ftria^  and  the  difnfiembermentbf  Poland  was  refolved 
,    upon.  .> 

The  plague  which  ravaged  the  frontiers  of  Pblflnd 
had,  the  preceding  y^ar,  furniihed  the  King  of  Pruffia 
with  an  opportunity  of  ordering  his  troopi  to  advance 
up  to  Pblifh  Prtiffia.  '  The  Emperor  had  the  fanra 
pretext  for  caufing  his  to  enter  into  the  provrticea 
moft  conveniently  fituated  for  him. 

It  appfeared  tb  hfaVb  been  the  duty  of  Jofeph  II.  to 
give  affiftance  tb  the-  confederates  of  Bar.     The  laft; 
treaty  obliged 'htm  even  to  unite  himfelf  with  tbc^ 
TbrksttgaiRftthc'RuiKina,    Bitt  this^R^incehad  to- 
tally 
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tally  different  defignK,  and  knetv  fb  wqU  how  to  dif- 
femblc,  fh^t  the  confederates,  deceived  by  his  pro- 
raifesy  regarded  a  long  time  as  their  defenders  the 
foldiers  who  had  come  to  invade  their  country. 

Foreign  armies  extended  tbemfelves  from  one  cn3 
» of  Poland  to  the  other,  and  equally  adled  againft  the 
confederates,  who  were  very  foon  obliged  to  difpcrfc. 
The  greateft  number  retired  to  their  fire- fides  r  the 
reft  went  to  carry  into  foreign  nations  their  com- 
plaints and  their  misfortunes. 

AH  Europe  had  their  eyes  fixed  ♦on  Poland.  It 
was  not  poffible  to  imagine  why  three  formidable 
powers  fliould  invade,  at  a  time  of  profound  peace, 
a  country,  the  independence  of  which  had  been  gua- 
ranteed by  the  moft  folemn  treaties.  It  was  likewife 
a  fubje<5l  of  wonder,  what  could  be  the  object  of  the 
iDceflant  negotiations  which  occupied  thofe  powers. 
At  laft  it  was  difcovered.  The  minifter  of  the  Em- 
peror was  the  firft  who  notified  the  treaty  of  Peterf- 
burgh'  to  the  King  and  fenate  of  Poland.  The  am- 
baflador  of  Rnliia  and  the  enVoy  of  Pruilia  prcfented 
to  them,  almoft  at  the  fame  inflant,  declarations  in 
iqpport  of  this  treaty. 

ThePolonefe,  fired  with  indignation,  loudly  com- 
plained of  this  injuflice.  They  again  claimed  the  in- 
tervention of  the  powers  which  had  become  guaran- 
tees to  the  treaty  of  Oliva,  a  treaty  which  bad  alTured- 
to  them  the  indivifibility  of  their  territory^  and  which 
had  long  been  regarded  as  the  grand  charter  of  the 
north.  Some  few  of  thofe  powers  made  reprefenta- 
tions,  of  as  little  avail  as  the  complaints  of  the  Poles^ 
Not  fatisfied  with  having  already  put  themfelves  in 
pofleflion  of  part  of  the  provinces  of  Poland,the  three 

{)lundering  courts  demanded  that  a  diet  fhpuld  fb- 
emnly  make  a  ceffion  of  thefe  provinces  to  them. 

A.  3>.  1773.  The  diet  >yas  immediately  convoked 
and  aflembled.     Promifes  and .  money  were  lavifbed 
in  order  to  gain  the  deputies.     Howevpr,  the,  majo- 
rity of  the  diet  for  a  Ipng  time  refufed  to  giy^  con- 
-  fcnt 
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fent  to  the  dirmemberment.  Irritated  at  a  fefiftartce 
of  which  they  had.  not  the  leaft  expe<ftatioti,  ,the  rtii- 
iiifters  of  the  three  courts  threatened  the  diet  with  all 
the  difpleafare  of  their  foyefeigtis-  They  faid  that 
they  would  caufe  the  King  to  be  arretted  and  de- 
pofed  :  and  their  emiflaries  fecretly  fpread  a  report^ 
that  if  the  diet  did  not  yield,  Warfaw  wQuld  be  de- 
livered up  to  pillage.  By  dint  of  manoeuvring,  they 
at  laft  fucceeded  in  (sxtorting  a  coiifent  fromi  the  diet^ 
which  at  the  fame  time  pafled  a  decree,  to  refl:ri(St  to 
a  very  few  days  ^he  period  of  their  fittings^  and  they 
iramed  commiflaries  to  determine,  with  the  minifters 
of  the  three  courtS)  the  conditions  of  the  partition. 
There  is  good  rea(bn  to  believe  that  thefe  conditions 
were  didlated  by  the  minifters.  They  were  figned 
in  the  month  of  September  following. 

Some  nobles  of  the  invaded  provinces  prefumed  to 
exclaim  againft  the  treaty,  and  to  publifh  manifeftoes. 
But  of  wha\  avail  were  thefe  iiblated  exclamatibirt 
in  oppofition  to  numerous  armies  ? 

Before  the  convocaticfn  of  the  diet,  and  through 
its  whole  duration,  the  King  had  openly  declared 
againft  the  partition.  It  was  neverthdels  pretended 
that  he  fecretly  favoured  it,  and  the  pcrfons  vt/'ho 
were  acquainted  with  his  ancient  devotednefs  to 
RuiEa  could  not  perfuadc  themfelves  that  he  ev6r 
would  renounce  it. 

As  foon  as  the  acceffion  to  the  treaty  of  partition 
was  voted,  feveral  of  the  principal  members  of  the 
diet  h^ftened  to  the  King,  and  bitterly  reproached 
him  with  the  ruin  of  their  country.  That  Prince  at 
firft  replied  to  them  with  gentlenefs ;  but,  foon  per- 
ceiving that  bis  moderation  only  ferved  to  embolden 
them,  and  to  render  them  more  unjuft,  be  arofe, 
threw  his  hat  on  the  ground,  and  faid  to  them  haugh- 
tily : — "  Gentlemen,  I  am  weary  of  Uftening  to  yod. 
The  partition  of  our  miferable  country  is  a  confe* 
quence  of  your  ambition,  of  your  diflcntion^^  of 
your  eternal  difputes.     To   yourfclves  alone  you 

Y  "  ought 
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ought  to  attribute  your  misfortunes.  With  refpe<^ 
to  myfelf,  if  no  greater  portion  of  land  remained 
to  me  than  this  hat  could  cover,  I  (hould  ftill  be, 
"  hotwithftanding,  in  the  eyes  of  all. Europe,  your 
*^  lawful  but  unfortunate  king.'* 

The  difmemberment  of  Poland  deprived  her  of 
more  than  five  millions  of  inhabitants.  The  country 
which  fell  to  the  lot  of  Ruffia,  and  which  was  the 
mpft  extenfive,  contained  1,800,000;  that  of  Auf- 
tria,  two  millions  and  a  half,  on  a  much  fmaller.  ex- 
tent of  territory.  Pruffia  acquired*-  only  860,00O 
fouls,  but  fhe  was  recompenfed  by  the  commerce 
and  the  vicinity  of  the  Viftula,  and  of  the  city  of 
Dantzick,  of  which  Frederick  had  already  formed  the 
projeA  of  making  himfelf  maftcr. 

The  three  courts  which  had  thus  appropriated  to. 
ttiemfclves  the  fpoils  of  Poland,  meditated  at  thje 
fame  time  a  plan  to  put  it  for  ever  out  of  her  power 
to  recover  what  they  had  juft  raviftied  from  bcr. 
However  dangerous  the  form  of  her  government  was,, 
they  wifhed  to  render  it  ftill  worfe.  They-  caufed  to 
be  granted  to  the  commiflaries  of  the  diet  full  powers 
for  co-operating,  in  conjun<ftion  with  them  or  their 
minifters,  towar4s  the  alterations  which  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  republic  required,  and,  under  the  fpecious 
pretext  of  correcting  defedls,  grievoufly  aggravated 
them. 

After  fcveral.  lengthen^d^out  conferences  a  new 
diet  was  aflembled,  iawhich  the  minifters  of  the  three 
courts  propofcd  their  plan  of  reform.  The  diet  was 
more  tumultuous  and  mo?*e  indocile  tKack  that  which 
had  preceded  it;  and,  notwithftanding  the  influence 
of  the  Ruffian  miniftcr,  who  caufed  to  be  read  by 
his  fecretary  the  new  plan  of  the  conftitution,  this 
plan  was  at  fir  ft  rejected.  It  is  too  curious  hot  to  be 
ir^fcrted  in  this  place,  at  ler.ft/the  bafis  of  it,  as  well 
as  the  preamble  of  the  infidious  memorial  which  the 
minifters  of  the  three  cpurts  prefciited  at  the  fame 

time.  '  '      ■  ^  ■  . 
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The  courts  afe  fo  deeply  intereftcd  in  the  paci- 
fication of.  Poland,  that  whilft  they  are  occupied  in 
putting  the  treaties  in  a  tr,ain  to  be  figned  and  ra- 
tified, their  minifters  think  it  their  duty  not  to  lofe 
an  inftant  of  that  precious  interval  to  re-eftablifh 
"order  and  tranquillity  in  this  kingdoqn.  We"  are 
•^  therefore  going  tp  communicate  to  the  commiffion 
a  part  of  thofe  fundamental  laws,  to  the  acceptance  / 
of  which  our  courts  will  not  permit  the  flighteft  ob- 
flacle  to  be  oppofed,  i>Drthe  appearance  of  retarda- 


(t 

"  tion. 


^^  ifl.  The  crown  of  Poland  fhall  beeledlive  to  per-- 
petuity^  and  all  order  of  fucceffion  fhall  be  prohi- 
bited. Every  perfon  who  makes  an  attempt  to  in- 
fringe this  law  (hall  be  declared  the  enemy  of  the 
country,  and  be  profecuted  accordingly. 

2d.  ForeignfeFS  who  may  afpire  to  the  throne, 
^^  occafioning  moil  frequently  divifions  and  diftur- 
*^  ban ces-,' (hall  be  from  henceforth  excluded,  and  ^ 
^^  law  (hall  be  paflTed,  thsit'  for  the  future  no  one  but  a 
"Polonefe.  by  defcent,  born  a  gentleman,  can  be 
"  elected  King  of  Poland  and  Grand-duke  of  Li- 
^^  thuania.  The  fon  or  grandfon  of  a  king  not  to  be 
"  eledled  immediately  after>the  death  of  his  father  ot 
^' grandfather,  and  rendered  incapable  of  being  cho- 
"  fen  till  after  the  interval  of  two  reigns.' 

3d.  The  government  of  Poland  (hall  be,  and 
(hall  continue  to  perpetuity^  a  free  government, 
"  independent,  and  in  form  of  a  republic. 

4th.  Th^  true  principles  of  this  government  con- 
(ifting  in  a  ftridl  obfervance  of  the  laws,  and  in  the 
equilibrium  of  the  three  orders  ;  to  wit,  the  king, 
"  the  fenate  and  the  nobleffe,  a  permanent  couu- 
"  cil  fhall  be  eftabliOied,  to  which  the  executi\'^ 
*'  power  (hall  be  delegated.  Into  this  counoil  fhall 
*•  be  admitted  perfons  of  the  order  of  nobility  who 
'^  had  been  hitherto  excluded  from  the  adminifira- 
*^  tion  of  affairs  in  the  interval  of  diets,"  &c, 
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By  thefe  laws  the  houfe  of  Saxony,  and  the  other 
foreign  princes  who  might  have  preferved  the  inte- 
'  grity  of  the  remainder  of  Poland,  were  excluded 
from  the  throne;  the  Uberum'i>eto^  with  the  other 
dangerou-s  privileges  of  the  nobFefle,  were  re-efta- 
blifhed,  and  every  difordcr  perpetuated. 

Stackelberg  was  ftill  the  ambafllidor  of  Catharine 
at  Warfaw.  More  pliable  than  Repnin^  he  had  art 
cqtial  degree  of  haughtinefs  with  him,- and  not  left 
of  a  fpirit  of  intrigue.  By  dint  of  addrefs  and  cor- 
ruption he  gained  the  majority  of  the  deputies,  and 
the  diet  approved  the  new  form  of  government.  This 
perverted  government,  eftablifhed  by  Ruffia,  Auftria 
and  Pruffia,  feamed  to  have  a  title  to  be  fupported  by 
thefe  powers  :  but  they  were  not  flow  of  taking  ad- 
vantage of  its  vices  to  produce  its  annihilation. 

Whiift  Catharine  was  acquiring,  by  means  of  ne- 
gotiation, a  part  of  the  provinces  of 'Poland,  hef 
armies  were  continuing  to  ravage  the  frontiers  of 
Turkey.  Fortune  was  not^  however  always  fatvouf- 
able  to  them.  Fourteen  thoufand  Ruflisns,  who  at- 
tempted to  pafs  the  Danube  at  Giorgefn,  allowed 
themfelves  to  be  furprifed  by  Dagheftan-Ali-Pacha, 
and  fix'hundred  of  them  remained  prifoners  with  tbe 
TurlcS.  The  young  Prince  Repnin  was  of  this  num- 
ber. He  was  carried  to  Conftantinople,  and  con- 
fined in  the  caftle  of  the  feven  towers.  An  Engrffh- 
man,  named  Elliot,  who  was  in  the  Ruffian  fervice, 
diflinguiflied  himfelf  at  Giorgefn  in  an  extraordinary 
manner.  He  vaulted  with  as  much  agility  as  bold- 
nefs  over  the  head  and  the  fabres  of  the  Spahis,  and 
fell  into  the  river,  which  he  crofled  by  fwimming. 

Marefchal  RomanzofF' crofled  the  Danube,  and 
inarched  ftraightvvay  to  Siliftria.  Four-fcore  thoti- 
fand  Tarks  were  encamped  upon  a  neighbouring 
height.  General  Weifleraan  attacked  them ;  they 
(hut  themfelves  up  in  the  city.  Romanss-ofFprefented 
himfelf  the  next  day.  The  Grand-vizir  had  de- 
tached 
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tached  frpm  Kis  army  50,000  men  to  go  to  the  relief 
of  Siliftria.  RomanzofF  made  his  retreat  during  the 
nfght ;  but  was  haraiTed  by  thg  Turks,  who  killed  a 
confiderable  number  of  his  men.  Obliged  to  re-pafs 
the  Danube,  this  general  Avent  to  encamp  near  Zab-. 
lonitz  in  Walachia. 

The  Grand-vizir  occupied  the  left  bank  of  the  Da- 
nube. A  detachment  of  his  army  defeated  a  con- 
fiderable body  of  Ruffians  at  Rofkana.  Thefe  infe- 
rior eng^ements  iffued  frequqintly  in  favour  of  tho 
Ottomans. 

Difpleafed  at  beholding  that  her  armies  were  not 
acquiring  any  new  vidlory,  Catharine  fent  orders  to 
Marefchal  RomanzofFto  inform  her  why  he  did  not  - 
give  battle.  JThis  general  replied,  that  it  was  becaufe 
the  army  of  the  Grand-vizir  was  three  times  more 
numerous  than  his,  and  that  he  might  very  well  turn 
this  fuperiority  to  good  account.  Catharine  imme-r 
diatcly  wrote  to   him  : — "  The  Romans  never  en-r 

quired  into  the  number  of  their  enemies,  but  where 

they  wer^,  in  order  to  engage  them."    . 

A.  D.  1774.  Muftapha  Ilf.  died,  and  Abd-UI-r 
Hamid  his  brother,  afcended  the  throne  of  Conftan^ 
tinople.  The  concluding  years  of  the  reign  of  Muf- 
tapha had  been  marked  by  feveral  bloody  difafters* 
His  fucoeljbr  endeavoured  to  reftore  the  fplendor  of 
the  Ottorpan  glory.  He  made  immenfe  preparations 
for  the  campaign  which  was  going  to,  open.  The 
Turkifh  armies  were  again  raifed  to  the  numbej*  of 
'40O5O00  fighting  men. 

Marefchal  RomanzofF  likewife  received  cpniider-^  . 
able  reinforcements.  He  refolved  once  more  to  crofs 
the  Danube  and  advance  to  attack  the  Turks.  Thcj^. 
valiantly  difputed  the  padage  with  him  i  but  their 
efforts  were  vain.  General  Sol tikoflf  was  the  firft 
who  gained  the  oppolite  fliore,  SouwarofFand  Ka* 
menlkoi  followed  hiri  clofely.  The  Turks  were 
driven. back.  RomanzofF  in  a  fhort  time  pitched  his 
camp  at  the  gates  of  Siliftria. 

Y3  ^<  A  few 
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A  few  days  afterward  the  Turks  made  an  attack 
upon  SoltikofF.  They  were  to  the  number  of  25,000, 
and  fought  for  a  long  time  with  the  utmoft  intrepi- 
dity :  but  they  tvere  cpnftrained  to  yield  to  the  fkill 
and, courage  of  the  Ruffians. 

The  fame  day  Kamenlkoi  and  SouwarofFbeat  the 
Reis-EfFendi,  who  was  at  the  tcad  of  40,000  Turks, 
and  carried  off  his  artillery. 

All  thcfc  reverfes  of  fortune  rendered  the  Otto- 
mans defperate.  With  them  diforder  and  vgyolt  are 
almoft  uniformly  the  confequences  of  a  defeat.  The 
troops  of  the  army  of  the  Grand- vizir  cut  each  other's 
throats,  or  deferted  in  coniiderablc  detachments; 
This  general  was  encamped  at  Schumla,  and  found  ^ 
liimfelf  at  a  great  diftarice  from  tne  other  corps  of  the 
Turki(h  army.  RomapzofF,  who  obferved  the  dif- 
advantage  of  that  pofition,  fo  completely  furrounded 
the  camp  of  the  Vizir  that  he  cut  off  from  him  all 
means  of  communication,  not  only  with  his  detached 
corps  but  likewife  with  his  magazines.  The  Viz;r, 
therefore,  not  having  it  in  hi§  power  to  receive  af- 
liftance,  to  retire,  or.  to  engage,  determined  to  fue 
for  peace.  , 

The  plenipotentiaries  aflembled  immediately  at 
-JCoudjouk-Kainardgi.  The  Ruffians  perfifted  in  the 
demands  which  they  had  made  at  the  laft  congrefs : 
The  Turks  acceded  to  them  ;  and  the -preliminaries 
of  the  treaty, were  figned  upon  a  drum  by  Marcfchal 
RomanzofFand  the  Kiaya  of  the  Grand-vizir  ;.  for,  in 
order  to  avoid  appearing  again  in  the  prefence  of  his 
conqueror,  the  haughty  Muffiim-rOglou  feigned  in- 
difpolition.  By  this  treaty  Ruffia  obtained  a  free  na- 
vigation on'  the  Black  Sea,  and  upon  all  the  Ottoman 
feAs,  afi  well  as  the  paflage  by  the  channel  of  the 
Dardanelles ;  on  this  condition,  however,  that  they 
ihould  never  have  in  the  feas  of  Conflantinople  more 
than  one  armed  veflel.  Shr  preferved  Azoph,  Tagan- 
rok,  JCinburn,  and  gave  upthe  red  of  her  conquefts. 
The  independence  of  the  Krimea  was  one  of  the  prirj-^ 
, .  '  cipal 
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cipal  clsiuies  of  the  treaty,  arid  that  which  coft  tKe 
Turks  mod  dear.  Undoubtedly  they  were  far  from 
being  acquainted  with  all  the  policy  of  Catharine, 
but  feemed  to  have  a  prefentiinent  that  fhe  wifhed 
to  fee  the  Krimea  independent,  only  the  better  to  re- 
duce it  to  flavery. 

•  Catharine  had  then  the  two-fold  advantage  of  aug- 
menting her  own  power  and  of  wearkenirtg  her  ene-^ 
my.  The  commerce  of  the  Black  Sea,  and  of  the 
ports  of  the  Levant,  opened  to  her  a  fource  of  im- 
menfe  riches.  The  prote6lion  which  (he  granted  to 
the  Tartars  furnifhed  her  with  the  meatist)f  caufing 
divifions  among  them,  gnd  of  conquering  their  coun- 
try. The  acquifition  of  the  Polifh  Ukraine  put  her 
in  a  condition,  with  ftill  greater  facility,  to  carry  on 
"the  war  on  the  Danube,  to  make  the  Ottoman  em^ 
,  pire  tremble,  and  to  confutnmate  the  ruin  of  Poland. 
The  difcipline  eftablidied  among  the  kofacs  added  to 
her  armies  a  formidable  cavalry.  The  correfpondence 
which  fhe  kept  up  in  the  iflands  of  the  Archipelago, 
and  in  Walachia  and  Moldavia,  became  to  the  Turks 
an  eternal  fource  of  trouble  and  inquietude.  In  a 
word,  the  Emprefs  beheld  her  influence  and  her 
glory  extending  far  and  wide.. 

The  better  to  fecurc  this  advantage,  (he  did  not 
ceafe  to  recompenfe  her^eneralsVith  magnificence, 
and  her  bounty  extended,  in  all  the  (iountries  of  Eu- 
rope, to  the  learned  men  and  the  artifts  who  enjoyed 
any  portion  of  celebrity.  Even  in  thp  heat  of  the 
war,  libraries,  colle<ftions  of,pi6lures,  beautiful  fta- 
tues,  and  valuable  monuments  of  antiquity,  were 
conveyed  at  a  vafl  expence  to  enrich  Peterfburgh, 
and  one  of  the  mod  beautiful  diamonds  in  the  world- 
was  added  to  the  Imperial  crown. 

But  whilft  Catharine  appeared  to  enjoy  the  height 
of  profperity,  tne  mod  ferious  calamities  were  defo- 
lating  the  interior  parts  of  her  empire.  Her  finances 
were  iadly  deranged.  She  received  affiftance  from 
the  Englifh  only  by  granting  to  their  commere  im^ 

y4  menfe 


344  HISTORY  OF  C4.THAEI3Srj31  II.  [}7T4^ 

nienft  ^dvantages^  The  plague  had  nja^e  frightful 
ravages  at  Mofcow  and  in  the  adjacent  coqntrieg, 
.That  horrible  difeafe  for  a  long  time  copfumed  the 
Ruffian  armies;  the  fleet  of  the  Archipelago  was  not 
.exempted  from  it.  The  revolt  wafting  the  provinces 
of  Kafan,  of  Aftrakan,  of  Orenburgh,  threatened  Mof* 
cow,  and  continual  emigrations  changed  commerQjal 
countries  into  deferts. 

That  emigration  calls  upon  us  here  to  paufe  ^  while 
to  refledl  upon  it.  It  developes  the  char^^ter  of  ^ 
nationlittle  known,  and  difplays  with  what  injuitiqp, 
and  w^hat  hrrbarity  Ruffian  commanders  prefumc  to. 
treat  free  and  peaceable  men.  A  horde  of  600,000 
Tourgouths  paftured  their  numerous  flocks  in  tl>o 
plains  which  are  watered  by  the  Volga,  betweeji  thet 
provinces  of  Aftrafcan  and  of  Kafan.  The  governor  ' 
of  Aftrakan  gave  to  a  lieutenant,  narncd  Kifchen- 
Iko'i,  the  office  of  overfecr  to  thefe  .Tourgouths^ 
ICifchenlkoi,  a  man  extremely  covetous,  infenfibly 
made  himfelf  mailer  of  a  xponliderable  part  of  their 
flocks,  and  fold  them  for  his  ow^n  profit.  His  extor- 
tions in  a  (hort  time, procured  him  ai>  immenfe  for^ 
tune.  But  his  avarice  was  not  on  this  account  di- 
iiiiniffied  ;  it  feemcd,  on  the  contrary,  to  increafo  in 
proportion  as  he  acquired  the  means  of  fatisfying  it. 

The  Khan  of  the  Tourgouths  was  a  venerable  old 
man,  who  had  flied  his  blood  in  the  feryice  of  Ruffi^. 
The  Emprefs  gave  him,  as  a  recompenfc,  her  portrait,^ 
in  a  large  medal  furrounded  with  brilliants,  and  the 
Khan  wore  it  fufpended  from  his.  neqk.  One  day 
Kifchenlko'i,  who  had  already  received  feveral  pre- 
fents  from  the  Khan,  prefumed  to  demand  more. 
The  old  man,  in  indignation,  could  not  refrain  from 
reproaching  him  with  his  injuflice,  and  with  all  the 
grievous  methods  he  employed  to  ruin  the  uafortu- 
late  Tourgouths.  Kifchenlko'i,  who  was  ofi^endcd  by 
the  truth  of  thefe  reproaches,  had  the  audacity  to 
give  the  Khan  a  box  on  the  ear;  and  having  at  the 
fajne  time  ordered  hig  foldjer^  to  arreft  the  minifter 
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of  this  prince,  he  caufed  tbe  punifhment  pf  the  bat-^ 
tog^s  to  be  inflicted  on  him. 

The  Khan   immediately,  difpatched   fomc  of  tha 
principal  Tourgouths  to  carry  his  cotnplaint^  to  Pe-» 
terfburgh.     The  minifter  of  war,  Zakar  Tfchernif^ 
chefF,  who  protcdled  ICifchenlkoi,  fcarcely  deigned  to 
liften  to  thefe  meflengers.     ' 

The  Tourgouths  had  fubrhitted  to  the  rapacity  and 
the  plunder  of  the  Ruffian  officer,  but  they  could  not 
endure  either  the  contempt  with  which  he  had  pre- 
fumed  to  treat  their  Khan,  nor  the  injuftice  of  the 
court  of  Ruljia.  Thepriefis  and  the  andents  of  the 
horde,  having<,held  a  council,  refolved  to  abandon 
the  territory  of  the  Ruffian  empire,  and  to  retire  to 
the  foot  of  the  mountains  of  Thibet,  the  country  of 
their  ancefllbrs.  The  fecret  was  fo  well  kept  that  two 
days  had  already  elapfed  lince  the  Tourgouths  had 
taken  to  flight,  and  had  carried  off  a  fmall  Ruffian 
detachment,  before  the  other  Ruffians  difcovered  it. 
Three  regiments  were  fruitlefsly  fent  in  puifuit  of 
Ihena.  The  Tourgouths  employed  greater  diligence 
than  they  did,  and  had  befides  preceded  them  by,  twd 
Mays.  Thefe  regiments  wandered  for  a  long  time* in 
the  deferts,  where  a  part  of  the  foldiers  periihed. 

When  the  court  of  Pcterlburgh  recerv^ed  intelligence 
of  the  emigration  of  the  Tourgouths,  a  council  of  war 
wrs  nominated  to  examine  into  the  conducSl  of  Keu- 
tenant-colonel  Kifchenfko'i,  and  bring  him  to  hi3 
trial.  But  this  council  was  guilty  of  great  negligence 
jn  the  profecution  of  the  inquiry.  Kifchenflcoi  em- 
ployed a  part  of  his  plunder  in  procuring  himfelf 
friends  at  court,  or  .in  corrupting  his  judges;  and, 
to  the  great  fcandalof  the  principal  part  of  the  Ruf?. 
linns,  this  man,  who  Had  loft  to  his  country  600,000 
inhabitants,  was  recompenfcd  for  it  by  the  title  of 
Colonel.  -  *  » 

Catharine  re-demanded  the  Tourgouths  from  the 
Kinperor  of  China.  This  monarch  replied,  "  That 
"  he  was  neither  fo  unjuft  a  prince  as  to  deliver  his 

"  fubje(5ls 
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"  fubje<?ts  up  to  foreigners,  nor  a  father  fo  cruel  as  to 
*'  banifti  his  children  who  had  returned  into  the  bo- 
'*  fom  of  their  family  ;  that  he  had  not  been  informed 
•'  of  the  projciS:  of  the  Tourgouths  till  the  moment 
"  of  their  arrival,  and  that  then  he  had  haftened  to 
,  *^  reftore  to  them  the  habitations  whi[ch  belonged 
"  to  them  from  the  remoteft  antiquity ;  that,  finally, 
**  the  Emprefs  had  no  reafon  to  complain .  of  the 
"  Tourgouths,  but  much  reafon  to  do  fo  of  the. 
"  officer,  who  had  dared  to  lift  his  hand  to  the  face 
•'  of  a  Khan,  and  to  order  the  battoges  to  be  infli<Sled 
'^on  his  minifler.'*   , 

Amidft  the  great  inter.efls  which  occupied  her,  the 
court  of  Peterfburgh  was  not  neglectful  of  petty  in- 
trigtucs.  Amidft  the  cares  which  the  government  re- 
quired, Catharine  did  not  renounce  her  pleafures. 
She  frequently  pafled  from  the  council  to  the  ball- 
room  and  to  the  theatre,  and  from  the  moft  impor- 
tant fittings  of  the  fenate  to  the  moll  frivolous  amufe- 
mtnts.  She  gave  audience  to  the  ambafladors  of  fo- 
reign powers,  without  having  occafion  to  make  greater 
preparations  than  Ihe  made  for  the  reception  of  her 
'  courtiers,  -and  flie  didlated  a  law  with  the  fame  fa- 
cility as  a  billet-doux.  Tranquil  in  .her  new  amours, 
fhe  never  fpoke  of  thofe  which  had  preceded  them. 
Panin,  Tchernifcheif,  Baratinfky,  applauded  them- 
felvqp  for  what  they  had  atchieved. 

But  that  which  gave  them,  thegreateft  tranquillity 
was  the  banifliment  of  Gregory  Orloft'.  For  almoft 
live  months  he  had  been  travelling  in  foreign  coun- 
tries. His  enemies  flattered  themfelves  that  he  would 
continue  to  do  fo  for  two  years  at  leaft.  The  emiiiaries 
whom  they  had  appointed  to  watch  hisjalotions,  fre- 
quently gave  them  information  of  his  route.  He  was 
believed  to  be  in  Holland.  It  vva^  imagined  that  he 
would  mak^  the  tour  of  England,  France,  Italy.  All 
at  once  he  re-appcared  at  the  court  of  Peterfburgh. 
•  The  Emprefs  refufed  to  admit  him  into  her  prefence. 
She  fent  him  an  order  to  go  to  Revel.     But  fhe  fent 

him 
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him  at  the  fame  time  very  confiderable  prefents,  and 
lavilhed  honours'* and  carefleS  on  the  moft  intimate 
friends  of  that  aneient  favourite. 

.  Wh^t  then  could  be  the  motive  of  this  condu<ft  ? 
Catharine  no  longer  loved  OrlofF;  fhe  no  longer 
feared  him;  but  fhe  dreaded,  {he  detefted  a^fadlion 
which,  ihe  believed,  muft  of  neceffity  be  formed, 
under  covert  of  a  name  dear  to  the  empire,  and  formi»- 
dable  to  OrlofF,  that  of  the  Grand-duke.  She  widied 
to  oppofe^the  party  of  her  ancient  favourite  ^to  tins 
faction,  and  to  (helter  herfelf  under  the  prot^(9:ion  of 
a  man  who  had  already  fo  ably  defended  her.  Tri- 
umphant over  her  enemies,  the  admiration  of  Eu- 
rope, idglized  by  her  courtiers,  that  Princefs  was  fre- 
quently a  prey  to  the  moft  lively  uneafinefs  ;  but  ihe 
concealed  it  carefully.  She  .apprehended  the  poffi- 
bility  of  feeing  herfelf  precipitated  from  the  throne, 
and  (he  formed  the  projeft  of  further  aggrandizing 
her  eftates.  She  knew  that  her  life  was  fought  for, 
and  fhe  fpoke  with  gaiety  of  the  long  career  which 
fhe  hoped  to  run. .  Accuftomed  to  pafs  feveral  hours 
a  day  in  her  clofet  alone,  employed  in  reading  »or 
writing,  fhe  once  found  there  a  billet,  in  which  fhe 
was  threatened,  with  aflaflination  :  never  did  fhe  dif^ 
play  greater  confidence  and  tranquillity. 

Covetous  of  every  fort  of  glory,  fhe  knew  how  to 
lay  herfelf  under  reftraint  incefiantly  in  onder  to  ob- 
tain it.  She  was  deceitful,  vindictive,  ungrateful:  fhe, 
was  believed  to  be  fincere,  merciful,  generous.  The 
blood  of  the  unfortunate  Ivan  ftill  fmoked,  when  Ca- 
tharine  appeared  touched  with  the  hard  fate  of  the  fa- 
mily of  that  Prince.  Duke  Anthpny-Urric  of  Brunf- 
wick,  and  the  regent  Anne  his  wife,  had,  after  Ivan, 
two  fons  and  two  daughters,  who  were  born  in  prifon. 
The  regent  Anne  died  in  child-bed.  Duke  Anthony- 
TJlric,  and  the  four  children  who  remained  to  him, 
after  having  been  dragged  from  dungeon  to  dungeon, 
lived  in  confinement  in  a  convent  at  Kolmogor,  a 
Jittle  towa  fituated  at  the  diftance  of  twelve  or  fifteen 
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lipagues  from  Archangel.  Certain  that  Ihe  had  no- 
thing to  apprehend  from  the  Duke,.X!atharine-  made 
htm  an  offer  of  his  liberty,  with  the  means  of  retiring 
into  Germany.  This  Prince  refafed.  *'  Why,"  re- 
plied he,/*  ftiould  I  quit  the  Ruffian  empire  to  pub- 
^'  lifh  the  excefs  of  my  misfortunes,  and  to  excite  un- 
*'  profitable  compaffion  ?" 

For  a  long  time  paft  WaffiltchikofF  had  occupied 
the  place  of  favourite.  As  he  did  not  abufe  his  cre- 
dit ^ithpr  to  accumulate  immcnfe  treafures*,  or  to  in- 
jure his  rivals,  he  excited  not  the  leaft  envy.  Tb© 
Bmprcfs  frequently  praifed  his  nioderation,'and  that 
quality,  fo  rare  in  a  courtier,  appeared  to  render  him 
cvef y  day  more  dear  to  her.  But  all  at  once  he  ceafed 
to  pleafe.  At  a  moment  when  he  had  juft  been  re- 
ceiving proofs  of  her  teiidernefs,  he  received  an  order 
to  take  his  departure  for  Mofcow.  He  Obeyed.  Some 
new  prefents  from  the  Emprefs  accompanied  hinn  : 
but  this  was  only  a  cuflomary  recompenfe ;  the  heart 
had  no  (hare  in  it, 

.  Whether  it  was  that  OrlofF  h?id  been  fecretly  re- 
caUed  from  Revel,  or  whether  his  abode  in  that  city 
was  uilfupportable  to  him,  ^be  once  more  made  his. 
appearance  at  ^ourt.  The  Emprefs  did  not  punifh 
him  for  it :  ihe  received  him,  pn  the  contrary,  with 
.an  appearance  of  fatisfa6lion.  Proud  oifthis  recep- 
tion, and  <5f  the  recolie(ftion  of  his  paft  favour,  ftiU 
reckoning  upon  the  devotednefs  of  his  creatures,  who 
were  in  great  numbers,  he  thought  it  poffible  to  re- 
cover his  honours  and  his  credit.  Whilft  he  enjoyed 
them,  he  had  frequently  appeared  to  defpife  them^ 
As  foon  as  he  was  deprived  pf  them,  he  felt  that  thej^ 
were  pecefiary  to  hrm.  Orloff,  born  in  the  dbfcuri- 
ty,  and  brought  up  in  the  licentioufnefs,  of  barracks^ 
found  himfelf  all  at  once  borne  by  fortune  toapoii\t 
of  elevation  which,  in  augmenting  his  natural  haugh* 
tinefs,  had  neither  altered  his  inclinations  nor,  po-r 
Jiflied  his  manners.  Eleven  years  pafled  in  the  fo^ 
ciety.^f  the  Empr^ft,  in  all  the  refinements  of  luxury 

and 
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and  volnptooufnefs,  did  not  prevent  him  from  brav- 
ing the  inclemerteies  of  fcafons,  from  expofing  him- 
felf  to  the  moft  fevere  fatiguesj  and  from  purfuing 
the  tnoft  vtalgar  pleafures.  From  the  time  that  he  no 
longer  occupied  the  place  of  favourite,  he  remained 
poiieflbr  of  a  revenue  of  260,000  roubles,  and  a  per** 
ibnal-eftate  of  300,000.  Inftead  of  keeping  his  houfe- 
bold  with  grandeur,  with  magnificence,  he  led  the 
life  of  an  officer  in  garrifon.  With  the  means  of  hav-» 
ing  aMiable  ferved  with  every  delicacy,  he  ate  almoft 
always  with  the  officers  of  the  court,  vvhofe  repaRs 
were  but  very  indifferent.  He  was  not  more  difficult 
in  his  attiours;  He  tendered  his  careflcs,  without  dif- 
tindion,  to  a  grofs.Finlander,  a  wild  Kalmrfb,  orto 
thcprettieft  woman  in  Peterfbnrgh. 

Jealous  of  the  authority  which  his  rivals  enjoyed, 
and  contemplating  with  envy  the  throne  upon  which 
be  had  fo  loi?>g  flattered  h.imfelf  that  he  fliould  be 
feated,  Orloff  demanded  his  re-eflabliflimcnt  rn  the 
exercife  of  his  employments,  ami  that  Panin,  whom 
he  accufed  of  bcirvg  the  firft  author  of  his  difgrace, 
fhould  be  exiled.  Orloff  feemed,  at  this  moment,  to 
have  recovered  all  his  afcendancy  over  the  heart  of 
Catharine.  She  exhibited  herfclf  in  his  eyes  with  all 
the  weakncfs  of  the,  moft  tender  lover.  She  did  not 
hefitate  to  reflore  him  to  his  offices.  She  refufe<1, 
however,  to  banifh  Panin,  and  contented  herfelf  with 
pfomifing  that  (he  would  difmifs  him  from  court  as 
foon  as  the  Grand-duke  was  married. 

Panin  was  extremely  grieved  at  feeing  Orloff  eftab- 
liffied  in  his  employments;  but  he  could  impute  it 
to  himfclf  alone,  as  be  had  done  nothing  to  prevent 
it.  Rejoiced  at  the  fortune  and  the  coni'eqnence 
which^e  enjoyed,  living  in  in^lolenceln  the  midft  of 
buiinefs,  fecking  a  tranquil  focicty  in  the  tumult^f 
a  court,  he  gave  himfclf  up  only  by  fits  to  running 
down  bis  rivals,  and,  with  greater  ability  than  -they 
pofleflecl,  he  frequeutly  faw  thjsm  triumph. 

\  "  Count 
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"  Count  Panin  is  a  poor  rhan,"  fatd  a  courtier  whd 
bad  long  ftildied  his  pharadler ;  "  he  loves  nothing 
*Vbut  cafe  artd  retircment.v  You  become  his  friend 
^^  whenever  you  put  on  the  appearance  of  laughing' 
"  at  his  bons  mots,  and  furnifti  him  with  an  oppor- 
*^  tunity  of  exerting  his  talents  for  detradlion.  He 
^^  laughs  himfelf  then  with  all  his  hearty  and  forgets 
*^  the  affairs  of  ftate,  difpatches,  couriers^  and  the  in^ 
•*  trigues  formed  againft  him/' 

Catharine  had  long  meditated  on  marrying  the 
Grand-^duke;  but  as  this  Prince  feemed  to  be  of  a 
feeble  temperament  and  of  a  cold  conftitution,  fhe 
(apprehended  that  he  was  but  little  difpofed  to  give 
beirs  to  the  empire.  Her  confidants  foon  went  to 
work  to  diflipate  her  fears.,  They  perfuaded  a  young 
!Poli(h  widow,  named  Sophia  Ocipow^na  Ouchakova 
Czartorynfka,  to  try  the  efFedl  of  her  charms  Upon 
the  heart  of  the  Prince.  Tliat  woman  confented,  and 
had  a  fon  by  him,  to  whom  was  given  the  name  of 
Simeon  WelikoY.  , 

From  this  time  the  Emprefs  began  to  confider 
what  confort  fhe  ought  to  make  choice  of  for  the 
Grand-duke.  She  was  however  a  little  cmbarraffed  in 
her  choice.  She  did  not  wi(h  to  have  a  princefs  who 
might  become  her  own  rival,  and  who,  mflrudled  by 
her  example,  might  hazard  an  attempt  to  deprive  her- 
of  her  throne  and  life.  It  was  neceffiry  for  her,  on 
the  contrary,  to  chufc  one  who  had  neither  the  means 
nor  the  inclination  to  render  herfclf  an  obje6l  of  ap- 
prelrcnfion.  She  fixed  her  regards  on  the  daughters 
of  the  Landgrave  of  Hefie^Darmfladt.  Thefe  Prin- 
cefies  were  three  fifl:ers.  Catharine  invited  their  mo- 
ther to  bring  them  to  her  court.  However  deroga- 
tory this  propc^fition  was  to  the  dignity  of  the  Land- 
gcgvine  of  Heflfe-Darmfladt,  fhe  accepted.  She  was 
ambitious.  She  lillened  only  to  the  hope  of  placing 
one  of  her  daughters  on  the  thfone  of  Ruflia,  and  re- 
paired" to  Pcterlburgh.     The  Emprqls  received  her 
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with  niagnificence,  and  overwhelmed  her  with  pre- 
fents.  After  having  had  time  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  three  young  Prihcefles,  Catharine  ehofe  for 
the  confort  of  the  Grand-duke  the  Princefs  Wilhel- 
mina,  who,  on  eipbracing  the  Greek  ritual,  took  th6 
liame  of  Natalia  Alexiewa,  and  was  united  to  the  heir 
of  the  Czars.'  — ' 

OrlofFand  his  party  were  in  hopes  that  this  mar-' 
riage  would  be  fpeedily  fucceeded  by  the  difgnice  of 
Panin..  He  received  orders  to  quit  the  apartment 
which  he  occupied  in  the  palace  in  quality  of  gover- 
nor to  the  Prince.  His  friends  trembled.  The  cour- 
tiers  avoided  him.  He  gave  himfelf  up  for  loft.  His 
pupil  had  the  generofity  to  quell  thisftorm.  He  went 
in  fearch  of  his  mother,  and  reprefented  to  her  that 
Panin  had  been  always  faithtjilly  attached  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  empire,  and  that  it  would  be  too  cruel 
for  him  to  be  baniftied  from  court,  at  the  moment 
when  he  had  the  greateft  reafon  to  expedl  a  recom- 
penfe.  This  proceeding  altered  the  refolution  of  the 
Emprefs.  Inftead  of  fendiqg  Panrn  an  order  to  re- 
tire, (he  wrote  him  a  letter  replete  with  expreflions 
of  afFe'cStion  ;  (Ije  thanked  him  for  the  attention  which 
he  had  paid  to  the  education  of  the  Grand-duke, 
and  coiifirm.cd  4iim  in  the  adminiftration  of  foreign 
affairs. 

Thofe  who  were  ignorant  qF  the  motive  which  had 
determined  the  Emprefs  to  retain  Panin,  found  in  her 
condu6l  an  inexplicable  contradidiion.  Oj/lofFpre- 
fumed  to  reproach  her..  She  did  not  give  him  clearer 
information  on  the  fubjecft.  Not  chufing  that  this 
favourite  (hould  know  that  a  mother  had«yielded  to 
the  foUcitationS' of  her  fon^  fhe  told  him  that  it  was 
neceflary  to  facrifice  the  pleafure  of  turning  off  a 
minifter  whp  gave  diflatisfa&ion,  to  the  occafion  there 
was  for  his  ferviees.  Always  Ikilful  in  difguifing'  licr 
fentiments,  fhe  did  not  fcruple  to  deceive  the  favou- 
rite, vvho  flattered  him/elf  that  hepoflx^lTed  her  entire 
confidence.    Although  (he  appeared  to  have  rcdored 
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to  him  h^  firft  tenderneis,  fhe  fecretly  cbcriflied  in 
her  heart  a  paflion  which  was  not  flow  in  difcover- 
ing  itfelf :  fhe  wiflied  for  the  fecond  time  to  removed 
OrlofF,  but  ftill  kept  on  good  terms  with  him. 

Among  the  men  of  feience  and  letters  with  whom 
the  Emprefs  maintained  a  regular  correfpoddence^ 
Voltaire  and  Diderot  were  the  perfons  whom  flie 
diftinguiflied  the  moft.  She  invited  them  leveral 
times  to  pay  her  a  vifit.  Th,e  philofopher  of  Femey 
knew  by  experience  all  the  dangey  of  courts :  he  did 
not  permit  himfelf  to  be  tempted  by  the  defirc  o/ 
feeing  that  of  Ruffia.  The  philofopher  of  Paris  dif- 
played  more  complaifance :  he  repaired  to  Pet^rf- 
burgh.  Catharine  overwhelmed  him  with  benefits 
and  praifes.  During  the  whole  time  that  he  was  at 
her  court  (he  converfed  yvitb  him  every  day  on  ari(^ 
ing  from  dinner.  Philofophy,  legiflation,  politics, 
were  ufually  the  fubjeft  of  thefe  converfations.  Di- 
derot developed  his  principles  on  liberty  and  the  rights 
of  the  people  with  his  cuftomary  eloquence  and  enthu- 
fiafm.  The  Emprefs  appeared  enchanted;  but  fhe 
was  not  a  whit  the  more  difpofed  to  profit  by  them. 

"  Monfieur  Diderot,"  faid  fhc>  "  is  a  hundred 
"  years  old  in  many  refpetSs;  but  in  others  he  is  no 
"  more  than  ten." 

That  Princefs  had  not  moft  probably,  in  /ecret,  a 
better  opinion  ofthewifdom  of  Voltaire;  butfhe'never 
fpoke  of  bim  except  with  the  refpe6t  due  to  the  firft 
difpenfer  of  glory.  The  manner  in  which  fhe  wrote  to 
him  iswcii  known.  I  have  already  quoted  fotnefrag-r 
ments  of  her  letters.  I  (hall  neverthelcfs  tranfcribe 
one  in  this  place,  to  clifplay  farther  with,  what  art  fhe 
Inaiked  herfelf  in  the  eyes  of  that  celebrated  man, 
and  fought  to  attract  thqle  fiatterics  which  he  h^sbut 
too  liberally  lavifbed  on  her. 

— r "  With^  regard  to  haughtinefs,  I  wifh  to 

^'  make  you  on  this  fubjecl  my  grand  cohfefHon.  I 
"  have  had  great  fucoefs  during  the  war  :  I  very  na- 
"  tufa.lly  rejoice  in  it.   I  have  faid  Ruffia  fhall  bcren- 
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f.  dered  confpicuous  by  that  war ;  it  will  be  feen  that 

this  nation  is  indefatigable  5  that  fhe  poflefles  men 

5x)f  erainent  merit,  'and  who  have  all  the  qualities 

requifite  to  form  heroes :  it  will  be  feen  that  fhe  js 

*^.  not  deficient  in  refources,  but  thgt  (he  can  fi^nd 

.  *^up  in  her  own  defence^  and  carry  on  war  with  vi* 

*^,gour,  when  unjuftly  attacked.  - 

^^  Completely,  infpired'  with   thefe   ideas,  I   have 
.5^never  made  any  rqfle6tion  on   Cathc'irine,  who,  at 
*'  the  age  of  forty-two,  can  Jncreafe  neither  in.  body 
.  *^  nor  underftanding,  but  who,  in  the  natural  order 
,.^^  of  things,  muft  remain,  and  doea.r,emain,  as  (he  il. 
Do  her  affairs  go  on  well  ?■ — She  fays,  fo  mucli  the 
better!  .  If  .they  go  on  lefs  profpci:Qully,;(he  will 
5^  make  ufe  of  all  her  faculties  to  reftore  them  agaiji 
to  the:  beft  arrangement  ppfiible-    ^ 
"  This  is  my.^ij^bition,  and  I  have  no  other ;.  what? 
I  £ay  to  you  is  tfuth.     I  will  go  ftill  farther;!  will 
*^  iell  you,  that  ip  order  to  fpare  the  effufion  of  hu- 
man blood,  I  fincercly  wifh  for /peace  ;  ,but  that 
peace. is  ftill  far  diftant,. although  the  Turks,  fronfi 
different  motivqs,  ardently  defir.e  it.    Thefe  peopJjEJ 
^^  do  not  know  how  to  make  it,  . 

I  equally  wifti  a  fettlement  of  the   unreafon- 
*5  able  quarrels  of  Poland.     I  have  to  do /there  with 
giddy  hcfids,  .each  one  of  which,  inftead  of  contri- 
buting to  the  common  peace,  operates  to  the  con- 
trary, from  caprice  and  volatility..    My  ambaffador 
.has  pablilhed  a  declaration  which  ought  to  have 
*^  opened  their  eyes.     But  it  is.\o  .beprefumed  th^y 
will  rather  expoTe  themfelves  to  the  laft  extremity, 
than  adopt  uniformly  a  wife  and  rational  condud^. 
•*^  The  vorHc^s  of  X)c{Q'dvt^s  have  never  exifted  i3ut  in 
Poland.    There  every  head  is. a  vortex  which  whirl;; 
inceflantly  round  itfelf     Chance  alone  flops  it,  an4 
never, reafon  or  judgment. 
^^  I  have  not  as  yet  received  cither  yoxir ^ue/^lon^ 
'^^^OT  your  watches. from  Ferney*.   I  have  jrio  doul^t 
^  that  the  workmanfliip  of  your  manufadurers  will  be 
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perfetS:,  as  they  carry  on  their  operations  under  your 
infpedlion.  .»  .    .  , 

"  Do  not  find  fault  with  your  people  for  having 
fent  rne  an  overftock  of  watches:  that  expenfe 
will  not  ruin  tne.  It  would  be  very  unfortunate  for . 
*^  nie  If  I  was  fo  reduced  as  not  to  have  at  the  proper 
^^  feafon  a  fufficient  number  of  trifling  ftims,  as  often 
"  as  I  have  occafion  for  thefa.  Do  not,  I  befeeph 
*^  you,  form  a  judgment  of  our  finances  by  thofeof 
"  the  other  ruined  powers  of  Europe^,  you  would  do 
^^  me  injufticc.  Although,  we  have  carried  oVi  war.: 
for  three  years  paft,  we  are  building,  and  every 
thing  elfe  goes  on  as  regularly  as  in  .a  time  of  pro- 
found peace.  Two  years  have  ekpfed  fince  any 
new  tax  was  impofed.  The  war  is  s^t  prefent  in  an 
eftabliihed  ftate :  once  regulated,  it  does  not  in  tticr 
flighteft  degree  caufe.  diiforder  in  other  affairs.  If 
"we  Can  take  one  or  two  Gaffas  more,  the  war  is 

>^;_paid..;        _  ■  y.  "^^  ■  ■  ^  :  ..    '  ■    ^  '  r    ' 

"  I  (iiall  be  fatisfied  with' myftlf  every  time  that  I 
*'  meet  with  your  approbation;  Sir.  I  have  alfo  re- 
'^  peruled  my  itiitrucftiotis  for  the  code  ibme  weeks 
ago,  becaufe  I  then  believed  that  the  peace  was 
nearef:  tjran  it  acSlually  is;  and  I  have  found  that  I 
*^  did  right  in  forming  it.  I  acknowledge  that  this 
code,  for  which  feveral  materials  are  preparing  and 
others  quite  ready,  will  coll  me  ftill  confiderable 
*^  labour,  before  it  can  be  brought  to  that  degree  of 
"  perfeflion  which  I  wifli'  to  fee  it  attain.  But>  no 
*' matter;  it  mufl:  be  completed^  although  Tagan- 
"  rbk  Ihoilld  have  the  lea  to  the  fouth,  and  high 
**  mountains  to  the  north. 

.'*  However,  your  prqjeiSls  upori  that  place  could 
"  not  ha  ye  bedn  put  into  execution  tiirpeace  had 
^^  fecured"  its  environs  againft  all  apprehefinons  of  an 
^  attack  by  land  and  by  fea*  for,  till  the  capture  of . 
^  the  Krim^'a,  thi^  was  ihe  frontier  place  oppofite  to 
"  the  TartaYs.  J^erhaps  in  a  Ihort  time  the  Khan  of 
"  the  Kriniea  may  be  brought  to  me  in  perfon.  I  un-  . 
•  "  derftand* 
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'^^  derftajid  at  tbisv  mbmeflt  that  he  has  not  crofled 
*^  the  fea  with  the  Turks,  but  that  he  remains  in  the 
*^  mountains  with  avefy  fmall  retinue,  in  a  fituation 
*^  nearly  limilar  to  that  of  the  Pretender  in  Scotland, 
*'  after  the  defeat  of  Culloden.  If  ht  comes  to  me, 
**  we  will  make  ah  attempt  to  throw  him  into  aninaa- 
tion  this  winter;  and,  to  avenge  myfelf  of  him,  1 
^*  will  make  hini  dance,  and  he  (hall  go  to  the  French 
comedy. 

f^  I  was  on.  this  point  of  clofing  thi§  letter  when  I 
receK^ed  yours  of  the  10th  of  July^  in  which  you 
^*  inform  me  ofHhe.  adventure  Which  befelmy  ^^r«^* 
*^  tionsm  France*  I  was  acquainted  \vith  this  anec* 
V  dote,  and  even /of  its  appendix,  in  confequenpe  of 
*^  the  order  of  the  Duke  djc  Choifeul.  I  cohfefs  4q 
you  that  I  have  laughed  at  it  when  I  read  it  in  the 
gazettes,  and  found  that  I  was  fufficiently  revenged. 
*^  The  fire  at  Petcrfburgh  has,  according  to  the  re- 
ports of  the-  police,  confuitied  iii  all  140  hpufes,. 
among  which  there  were  tVventy  built  of  Hone;  the 
reft  were  only  barracks  of  wood.  The  high  wind 
^^  carried  the  flames  and  the  brands  all  around,  which 
renewed  the  conflagration  the  next  day,  and  gave 
it  a  fupernatural  ain  But  it  is4hot  to 'be  doubted 
that  the  high  wind  and  the  exceffive  heat  ciiufed  all 
this  evil,  which  fhall  be  fpeedily  repaired, 
f'  With  us  building  goes  on  with  greateyr  celerity 
than  in  any  other  country  in  Europe*  In  1762 
^'  there  waS  a  fire  twice  as  confiderable,  which  con- 
"  fumed  ah  immenfe  quarter  of  the  city  built  of 
*^  wood.  The  whole  was  rebuilt  in  brick,  in  kfethan 
**  three  years."  : . 
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•  "  .     . .      ♦ 

Gifcontents  in  varhus  PdrW  of  the  Empire — -CaufeS 
'wTiich  difermihed  different  hnpojiors  to  affimte  tTie 
riante  of  Peter  III\— Revolt  of  Pugatfcheff' — -His 
Succeffes — His  Rev  erf es — His  Death — Potentkin  'he- 
comes  Favourite'-^Manner  of  iTiflallikg ' dnd  difhi'tjfing 
'Favdurites — Journey  to  Mofeow — -7iewards  grahfetl 
to  'Mafefchal  Ronianzoff  and  the  oilier  Generals-^-*^ 
^rotthles  'in  the  J^rimea—Zawadofffky  Favourite— ' 
Death' of  the  Grand-dtiie  s  firft  Confort — Journey  of 
that  Prince  to  Btrlhi-^His  fecond  Marriage — Zo- 
ritz  Favourite-  '•  ... 

HE  pfofpetity  of  the  Emprefs  feemcd  for  a  mo- 
ment to  have  reached  its  extreme  boundary. 
A  dreadful  ftdrm  had  arifen  in  the  moft  remote  pro- 
vinces of  the  empire.  It  roared,  it  fpread,  it  tbreaten- 

■  ed  to  Tub  vert  the  throne  of  Catharine.  That  Princefs 
had  given  much  caufe  of  ofFcnce  to  the  greatefl:  part 
of  Kcrfubje(?ts.  jThe  grandees  v^ere  dilgufted  at  her 
caprices,  and  with  tlie  infolence  of  her  favourites. 

.The  clergy  burnt  with  defire  to  avenge  the'diminu- 

.  tion  of  their  privileges.  The  people  groaned  under 
the  prefTure  of  the  innumerable  vexations  they  bad  to 
endure.  Finally,  the  peafants  were  reduced  to  de- 
spair at  beholding  all  their  children  torn  froni  thenfi 
one'after  another  to  recruit  the  armies,  which  thet 
fword  of  the  Turks  and  the  ravages  of  the  pilague 
were  inceflantly  mowing  down  on  thp  banks  of^he 
Danube.     The  kdfacs  of  the  Don  firft  difplayed  the 

.  fignal  of  rebellion.  They  had  at  their  head  a  man 
who,  welj  acquainted  with  their  credulity,  and  ob- 
ferving  the  fpirit  of  difcontent  diiFufed  among  them, 
was  foon  in  a  condition  to  excite  ieveral  provinces  to 
r^olt,  and.  who,  had  he  poflefled  the  Ikill  to  make 
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til  6.  moil  of^  his  fuccefles,  might  undoubtedly  have 
changed  the  fate  of  Ruffia. '  •  ' 

But  it  is  neceflary  firft  of  all  to  unfold  the  motive 
which  determined  that  man  to  undertake  the  bold 
part  which  hp  performed.  The  papas  never  could 
forgive  Catharine  for  refufing  to  give  them  back  their 
revenues.  They  hoped  to  find  in  imppfture  pne  of 
the  fureft  arid  mod  pradlicable  means  of  yengearice': 
they  did  not  fail  to  have  recoiirfe  to  it.  They  were 
at  pains  to  have  it  whifpered  about  that -Peter  III. " 
was  not  dead^  and  that  he  would  foon  appear  to  re4 
demand  his  throne  of  the  Emprefs.  There;  accord- 
ingly did  in  facSi:  appear,  in  the  province  of' Woro^ 
netZj,  a  pretenddd  Peter  III.  but  he  was.  taken^  de- 
te(5led  as  an  impoftor^  and  punifhed  with  death,  "       '  ^ 

Some  years  ^ftervvardSj  a  deferter  ffom  the  fegi- 
ment  of  Orloff,  named  TchemifchefF,  appeared  in. thb 
village  of  Kopenka,  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Kri'rpea, 
and  likewife  attempted  to.  pafs  for  the  deceased  E;w- 
peror.  The  papas  procured  him  a-  great  niimber  of 
parlifans;  and  they  were  preparing  to  crown  him  in 
;a  church,  when  the  colonel  of  a  Ruffian  regfmenf, 
who  had  been  informed'that  Tchernifc'hcff  was  ftir- 
ring  up  the  people,  came  upoq  him  by  furprife,  and 
^nftantly  had  his  head  cut  off.  .  .'  ' 

In  the  territory  qf  Monteriero,  tributary  to  the 
Grand-fignor,  a  phj^fician,  whofe  name  w^s '  Ste^ 
phano,  availed  himfelf  of  the  enthufiafm  with  which 
the  Ruffian  name  infpired  the  Greek  Chrillians  of 
that  province,  to  propagate  a  belief  amoj)g  them  that 
he  was  Peter  III,  The  mpnk^  nay  the  bifhop,  warmly 
fupportecjl  him,  and  this  pretenfion  ocealioned  an  in-  - 
furreAion,  among  the  people.  But  the  jariiflaries  foon 
obliged  Stephano  to  confult  \\p  fafety  by  flight.  Mor^ 
fortunate  than  the  other  reprefentatives  of  Peter,  he 
cfcaped  the  Icaffold. 

A  fourth  impoflor  fhewed  himfelf  afterward  in  the 
government  of  Oufa.  Born  a  ferf  on  one  of  the-eftates 
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of  the  Wofonzoff  family,  he  fled  for  refuge  among 
the  kofaeSj  aixl followed  a  detachmeat  oh  itsmarchta 
join  the  Ruffian  army,  Gn  arriving  at  one  of  the 
Rations  fixed  in  the  defert  between  the  Don' and  the 
.Volga,  he  aflembled  his  comrades,  and,alJiired  them 
he  was  Peter  HI.  That  ftupvd  and  barbarous  coni- 
pany  believed  him,  acknowledged  him  as  Emperor^ 
and  fwore  they  wouTd  die  in  his  defence.  Hfeimme- 
'/diatcly  nwied  his'^mihifters,  his  generals,  and  pre- 
pared to  we.ar-the  crown,  with  as  much  fecurlty  as  if 
le  md  been  in  pofleflion.of  a  kingdom  and  of  a 
powerful  arqiy.  But.  his  reign  was  not  of  long  du-r 
ration.,  At  the  end. of  a  few  hours  a  Rufliari  officer, 
came  and  fei?ed  his  newly  created  majefly  by  the 
hair,  had  him  bound  by  the  hands  of  his  own  fub- 
jc(?ls,and  fent  hirii  ip  prifon  at  Tzaritzin,  There  the 
-  foldiery  and  the  populace,  infti gated  by  the  monkS;» 
made  an  attempt  to  refcue  the  impoftor.  But  Colo-  * 
aiel  Zipletoff,  commandant  of  the  fortrefs,  part  of  th/e 
gafrifonofwhidi  maintained  their  fidelity,  advanced^^ ' 
•with  a  difchargc  of  u^ulketry,  to  difpcrfe  the  infur- 
'  gents.  ,  The  impoftor  was  infiantly  feiitenced  tt)  the 
knout,, and  periihed  under'  the  lafh  .of  the  execu- 
tioner.  .         .  ;       ^ 

A  prifoner  of  Itkoutfic  attempted-  an  imitation  of; 
the  four  thougfatlefs  wretches  whohavef^  juft.  been- 
mentioned,  and  fared  no  better.     AH  thefe  tragical 
farces  wxre  a  prelude  merely  to. the  bloody  fcenes  pre- . 
paring  by  a  more  formidable  cheat. 

jYmelian  Pug^tfchefFwas  thd  fon  of  a  kofac^  and 
born  at  Simowciik,  a  village  fituated  on  th^  banks  of 
*  the  Don,     He  fcrved  at  firft/as  a  fimple  Iroc^er  in 
the  army  Avhich  the   Emprefs  Elizabeth  ordered  to 
rnarch,  in  1736,  againft  theKingof  Pruffia.    He  af- 
terwards ferved  in  the  campaign  of  1 769,  again  ft  the 
,  Turksr,     He  fought  under  General  Panin  at  the  fix^ge 
pf  Bender.     After  the  capture  of  that  city  he  wi(hed 
. .  15  h<ive  his  difchargc.     It  was  refufed.    He  made  his 
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efca[)e  into  Poland.    Some  hermits  of  the  Greek  per- 
:.  fuiaiiony  to  whofe  hofpitality  he  reforted,  kept  him  in 
concealment  fdffome  time. 

He  frequently  con verfed  with  thofe-  hermits  pri  the 
fubjedl  ofhis  carnpaigns  and  of  bis  different  adven- 

^-  tares.    He  related /to  them,  one  day,  that  when  he 

was  !;i  tbe^rmy  of  Ceneral  Pahm,  a  Ruffian  officer 
faid  to  him,  after  having  long  bonfidered  his  face  and 
perfbn,  "  If  the  Emperor  Peter  III.  my.  mafter,  were 
*' not  dead,  I  could  believe  you  to  be  the  man/' 
The  hermits  Teemed  to  pay  na  great  attention  to  this 
relation  :  but,  fome  time  after,  one  of  their  compa- 
nions, whom  PugatfchefF  had  not  yet  feen,  fuddqply 
erclaimed,  *^  Is' not  that  the  Emperor,  Bctcr  III.?*' 
The  monks  from.  that,  moment  laid  themfelves  out  to . 
feduce  him,  aijd  found  n^o  great  difficulty  in  fucceed- 
ing.  As  fooii  as  he.  vyas  fiifficiently  prepared  to  ferv-e^ 
as  the  inftrument  of  theii:  impofture,  he  departed  for 
,  the  city  of.  Dubranka, 'Where  he  flopped  fome  days. 
From  thence  he^got  into  f ittle  R  uffia,  and  fojourned 
among  the  fe6laries/ To  numerous  there,  who  praq- 
tife  the  Greek  religiort,  fach  as  it  was  taught  by  the 
'     primjtive  church.     Afraid  of  beirfg  foon  detected  as  a 

^  dcferter,  he  took  fefuge  among  the  kofacs  of  the 

Don,  and  Jbecame  adjutant  to  the  hetman  l^'ewrcmpfF, 

Thence  he  migrated  to  the  inhabitants  of  the. banks 

of  the  Yaik,  a  river  to  which  Catharine  has  given  the 

name  of  Oural.*    PugatfchefF  confided. to  many  of 

>        .  thofe  kofacs  th6  dciijgn   he  entertained  of  forming  a 

party^  arid  engaged  them  to  accompany  him  tp.the 

.       heights  of  tiiount  Gaucafus^  afTuring  tbqm  they  would 

there  find  powerful  fuppbrt.     It  was  not  known  that 

he  h^d  already  refolved  to  pafs  himfelf  for  Peter  HI. 

\gut,  a.sit  was  no  fecret  that  he  fiirred  up  the  people 

.  Jj3  feditiori,  they,  had  him  arrefled  at  MalekofFska, 

and  font  him  to  Kafan  to  be  tried.  The  governor 
|iegle<fted  to  bring  this  diflurbcr  Of  the  public  pelfce 
to  judgment,  PugatfchefF  was  frequently  vifited  in 
pfifbn  by  the  papas^  who,  without  doubt^  were  in  hia 

2J  4  fecret. 
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fecrct.     They  fumifhed  bim  with  nloBey,  which  bd 
employed  in  bribing  his  guards^  and  made  his,  efcape. 
He  immediately  joined  fomc  of  his  aflbciates,  w-ent, 
down  the  Volga  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Irgbis, 
forced,  his  way  up  that  river,  and  penetrated  into  the  ' 
defert;.    There  he  faw  his  force. every  day  increafe* 
When  he  believed  he  might  reckon  on  a.  formidable 
p&rty^  he  boldly  declared  himfelf  .to  be  the  Emperor 
Peter  III.  miraculoufly  efcaped  from  th^  dagger  of- 
aflaffins. 

The  rebellion  had  already  burfl:  into  a  flame  amon^ 
the  kofacs  of  the  yaik.  They  are  fo  attached  to  their- 
religions  prejudices  and  to  their  beard,  which  they. 
fufFer  to  grow  to .  an  imrnddefate  .length,  that  it  is 
impbffible  with  fafety  to  make  them  renounce  it.  ' 
Prince  WiafchemfkoY,  procurator-general  of  the  fe- 
nate^  had  firipped  them  of  a  great  part  of  thejr  paf- 
ture-lands,  and  forced  them  to  difpofe  of  a  large 
proportion  of  their  live-ftock.  The  minifter  Zakar 
TehernifchefF,  after  having  reduced  th^ir  pay,  already 
very  moderate,  had  given  no  other  reply  to  their  dcr. 
putie^,  who  went  to  Peterlburgh  to  complain  and  pe- 
tition for  redrefs,  but  a  hearty  drubbing.  Afterwards 
they  were  called  upon  for  recruits  to  for.m  a  regiment 
of  huflars.  They  furniflied  thefe ;  but  the  moment 
the  recruits  were  called  upon  to  cut  off  their  beards 
they  refufed.  General  Traubenberg,  a  Livonian, 
who  was  at  Yaitlk,  fetat  nought  their  remonflrances, 
and  ordered  them  to  be  fhaved  in  the  public  market- 
place. The  inhabitants  of  Yaitik,  roufed  to  indig- 
aation  at  this  adl  of  violence,  which  they  confidercd 
as  a  facrijege,  flew  to  arms,  and  maflacred  Trauben-*. 
berg  and  fevcral  of  bis  officer^.  .  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  f6llowing  year,  General  Freymann,  a  Ger- 
man, came  to  re-ettabli(h  order  at  Yaitfk,  and.  in- 
fli6led  cruel  punifhments  on  the  ringleaders  of  the 
revolt.  But  thofe  feverities  ferved  opJy  to  fljmulate. 
the  fpirit  of  fedition  and  revenge, 

Pugatfcheff^  wifliing  to  take  advantage  of  the  dif* 

ordered 
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•ordered  Hate  of  Yai'tfk,  repaired  thither  fecretly,  and:" 
found  no  difficulty  in  making  friends  at-  that  place. 
The  monks  had  already  circulated  a  rumour  that  a 
new  emperor  was  on  the  point  of  appearing,  and  the 
people^  irritated  agairift  the  governor  and  the  folr 
diery,  conceived  hopes  that  this  emperor  would  .  de-^ 
liver  them  from  their  uccuniulated  vexations.     Pu- 
gatfcbeff  learned  at  Yaitlk  that .  the  kofacs  had  juft 
-been  provoked  into  a  fecond  revolt,  and  that  a  party 
'  of  them  had  retired  into  the  moraflcs.     He  inftantly 
went  ai?d  joined  them.     Hftying,  at  fir  ft  found  many 
of  them  aflcmbled  to   pjiirfae   the   employment  of. 
.filhery,  he  announced  himfelf  as  Peter  Ilf.  and.faid,^ 
^^  That  he  had»  made  .  his  cfcape  from  prifori  at.tbe, 
^^  nwment  they  were  going  to  deftroy  Kirn  ;  that  tbe 
^^  traitors  who  had  dethroned  him,  and  who  trembly 
^^  ed  at  the  thought  of  his  re-appearance,  had  dif- 
^^'femiiiated  a  falfe  account  of  his'  death  ;  that  he  had 
been  under  the  necelHty  of  difguifing  himfelf  as  a 
kofac,  to  carry  arms  for  his  perfecutors,  and  to 
^^ conceal   hiijifelf  afterwards   among  the  true  and. 
"  faithful  believers,  to  whom  he  had   made  himfelf 
^^  known  ;  that,  having,  at  l^ft  .been   informed  the, 
^*  brave  kofacs  of  the  Yaik  had  rcfolved.to  throw  off 
'^  the  yoke  of  thp  ufurperjj-.he  was  cOme  to  put  him- 
^^  felf  into. their  hands,  and  to  march  in  their  com- 
•*^- pany  to  take  vengeance."  :         ,;   ,;- 

The  kofacs  were  ealily  to  be  fedjjced.  Prepared 
by  the  mibnks  for  the.fpeedy  appefirance  among  them, 
of  an  emperor  urho  would  protedi  their  religion.,  they, 
greedily  fwallqwed  every  thing  that  Pugatlcheff  faid,' 
recognized  him  as  the  Czar  Peter  III.  ajiul  fware  to 
replace  him  on  the  throne,  andto  facrifiicc  life  itfelf 
in  maintaining  him  there,  Ppgatfcheff,  accompanied 
by  thefe  kofacs,  by  his  firft  partifans,  and  by  many 
others  who  flocked -to  his  ftandard,  attacked  the  co-. 
Ionics  which  the  Emprefs  had  recently  fettled  on  the 
banks  of  the  Irghis.  He  flood  in  need  of  their  arms 
and  their  horfcs :  thefe  he  took  away ;  but  did  them 

no 
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po  farther  mifcbief,  for  he  then  aiEFe<3ed  a  tnodera^ 
tion  which  Ibcn  degenerated  into  the  moft  tremea- 

.  dous  ferocity.  Having  already  under  his  command 
14,000  fold iers,  he  advanced  boldly  to  the  gates  of 
Yaitllc.  He  addrefled  a  filmmons  to  the  governor 
under  the  iignature  of  Peter  III.-  commanding"  him 
to  deliver  upjthe  city.  The  governor  refufed  to  obey. 
PugatfchefF  made  the  aflault/ Hut  was  vigordufly  re- 
pulfed.  Perceiving  it; would  be  impoffible  for  hiir^  to 
carry  the  place  by  ftqrm,  he  refolved  to  reduce  it  by 
iamirie..  Thi^  attempt  was  ecjually  upfucCQfsful.  'i^he 
garrifon,  redviced  to  feed  on  horfe-fleih  and  even  on* 

^  boiled  leather,  obftinately  refufed  to  capitulate,  and 
reftrained  the  inhabitants,  who  were  difpofed  to  open  . 
'the  gates  to  Pugatf(?befK  The  patience  and  zeal  of 
this  garrifon  met  with  their  reward,  .  A  confiderable 
body  of  Ruffians  arrived  to  fave  them  from  the  maf- 
iacre  to  whigh,  undQqbtedly,  they  wer^  de(^iaed  by 
the  rebels.  ^  - 

PugatfchefF  fpeedily  indemnified  himfelf  for  thi^ 
difappointment.  H^  fui-prifed  the  colonies  of  thq 
Betz,  and   carried,   fword    m  hand^   the  two  firft 

.  ibrtrefles  which  prpte^ted  them.    'The  ^ort  of  Tatif- 
cbewa,  which  he  afterwards  attacked,  made  a  ftbuter 

"renftance.  But  as  this  fort  was  built  entirely  of  wpod^ . 
he  fet  fire  to  it,  and  obliged  the  garrifort  tp  confillV 
their  faf^ty  by  fiightt 

The  governor  of  Orehburgh,;  informed  ofthepron. 
grefs  of  the  rebels,,  diipatched  a  detachment  toop^. 
pofe  them,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Bulofif. 
That  officer  was  deficient  bbth  in  prudence  anc| 
firmnefs^    Surprifed  in  the  defiles  of  the  moutitaih$ 
by  the  troops  of  Pugatfcheff,  he  furrendcred  without    ^ 
finking  a  blow,  add  was  ^mafiacred  moft  raercilefsly.  ^ 
Thofe  of  his  ibldiers  who  refufed  to  enlifl  among  the 
rebels  were  detained  as  prifoncrs.    General  Tchernif- 
cheff^^  who  was  on  his  march  to  join  Colonel  Bulofiv 
at  the  head  of  a  fecond  detachment,  allowed  himfelf 
xo  be  furprifed  as  he  did,  aind  n((et  a  fimilar  fate; 
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The  army  of  PdgitfchefF  being  povyerfally  reirir 
forced,  both  by  recruits  prefled  into  the  fervice  and 
the  voluntary  and  iriore  numerous  recruits  ofthetdi- 
facs,  he  proceeded  to  lay  liege  to  Qrenburgli.  The 
governor  of  that  city  had:  already  confiderably  weak*- 
ened  his  garrifon  by  the  feveral  detachments  he  or- 
dered to  march  againft  the  rebels.^".  The  foldiers  who' 
remained  were  In  ho  condition  to  make  a  (Jefence, 
Ofeilburgh  was  on  the  point  of  being  captured,  vyheu 
the  garrifon  of  Krafnogorfk  advanced  to  its  relief,  arid, 
gallantly  cutting  a  paffiige  for  themfekes  through  the 
Befiegers,  entered  the  city  and  favcd  it. 

The  report  of  Pugatfcheff'sconcjuefts  procured  him 
additional  fupport.     Whole  hordes  crotuded  to  bis 
ftandard-     The  Bafchkirs,*  hunting  tribes,  who  live 
on  the  territory  of  Ruffia,  and  bear  her  yoke  with 
extreme  impatience^  declared  for  the  rebels,  and  fur- 
'  niflied  them  wMth  numerous  recruits.    The  Kirghis 
clofely  followed  the  Bafclikirs.    Their  example  was 
foHowed  by  thd  Budi:iaks,  Tartars  whom  the  Empreft  ^ 
had' ordered  to  be  tranfplanted  to  the  banks  of  the 
Volga  after  the  capture  of  Bender,  and  who  could '^ 
never  j:)ardon  her  their  tranftT)igration.     The  revolt . 
extended  oyer  the  other  colonies  of  thofe  countries. 
The  peafdnts  employed  in  the  copper-mines  arid  in 
the  founderies:  of  the  mountains  of  Onral,  deferted 
their  labour  and  ti)ok  up  arms. 

Pugatfcheffvigoroufly  piifhcd  the  liege  of  Orcn- 
burgh.  While  one  part  of  his  troops  occiifxied  the 
trenches,  another  wenj^  and  ciirried  off  the  copper 
money  from  the  mines,'  and^caft  bullets,  and  cannon, 
which  he.  employed  again  ft  the  city.  Part  of  the  win- 
ter pafTed  in^  this  (iege,  during  which  be  abandon- 
ed himfelf  to  continual  exceiles  of  debauchery  and. 


X 


The  rebel  army  was^  by  this  time  fo  numerous,  that 
the  regiments  fent  from  Kafan  pftener  than,  once  rai\^ 
theriik  of  being  forced,  in  defending  the  pafs  of  the 
mountains  which  feparate  that  city  ,from  Grenburgh* 

In 
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In  the  cpurfc  of  the  winter  a  body  of  10,000  Kalmucs, 
?ifter  having  revolted  in  the  vicinily  of  Stauropol^ 
and -maflacred  brigadier  VeguezaCjj  who  commanded 
them,  formed  a  jundlion  with  tlie  troops  of  Pugatf- 
cheff.  But  what  contributed,  perhaps,*  to  render  his 
army  more  formidable,  was  a  great  number  of  thofe 
Pola;ider3  whom  Catharine  bad  exiled  to  the  deferts^ 
of  Siberia,  Elated. by  fo  many  advantages,  Pu- ' 
gatfcheff  over-i'an  and  laid  wafte  the  mountains  of 
the  govcrnraent  of  Orenburgh.  The  fn\all  city  of 
Oufa  was  the  only  one  which  had  the  courage  to  refill 
him.  He  committed  the  fiege  of  it  to  one  of  the 
chiefs  of  his  army,  aqd  marched  ftraight  ta  Ekathe- 
rinenburgh,  where  he  knew  there  wei*^  depofited  near 
n  million  of  roubles,  in  copper  money  newly  coined. 
This  city  owed  its  fafety  to  an  accident.  At  the  mo-r 
inent  when  Pugatfcheff  was  hanging  over  it,  he  re- 
ceived falfe  information  that  a  Ruflian  army,  fuperior 
to  his  own,  was  ady^ncitJg  by  another  route.  He 
gave  credit  to  it.  Htaving  flackened  his  march  tq 
give  time  to  his  forces  to  join  him,  he  afforded  an 
opportunity  to  the  regiments  difperfed  over  the  fron-s 
tiers^of  Siberia  of  affembling  for  the  defence  of  Eka^: 
tberineaburgh. ' 

When  he  firfl  had  recoufc  to  arms,  Pugatfcheff^ 
faithful  to  the  leflbns  of  the  hermits  of  Podolia,  and 
of  the  priefts  roikolniky,  afFe6ted  great  piety  and  mo* 
deration  :  he  wore  the  habit  of  a  bifhop,  gave  bis  be-t 
nediftion  to  the  people,  aflTuring  them  be  wifhed  no» 
thiiig  for  himfelf,  and  that  his  foJe  apnbition  was  to 
feat  the  Grand^duke  his  fon  on  the  throne,  and  then 
to  retire  and  finifh  his  day^among  the  pious  reclufes 
who  had  given  him  an  afylum,  on  his  efcape  from  the 
perlbns  employed  to  murder  him.* This condu6l  pro- 
cured him  foldiers.  Other  means  made  vi6lory  fure* 
Uniting  then  courage  to  acclivity,  he  loft  no  oppor- 
tunity of  diffufing  far  and  wide  the  terror  of  his  arms. 
He  dextroufly  availed  himfeJf  of  the  advantage  which 
his  knowledge  of  the.ppuntry  and  the  imprudence  or 

'       "■  ignorance  . 
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ignorance  of  the  Ritffians  fumifhed  hini.  'He  quitted 
the  plundering  of  a  canton  oply  to  fly  to  a  liege ;  and 
no  fooner  bad  he  reduced  a  city  than  he  baftened  ta 
fight  a  battle,  •  But  this  man,  who  triumphed  fo  ra- 
pidly over  ihe  feverities  of  fortune,  wanted  wifdoni  to 
improve  her  favours.  Succefs  inflamed  his  pride ;  he 
imagined  that  no  obftacle  could  pofl[ibly  prefent  itfelf 
but  what  he  might  eafily  farmount.  He  threw  off 
all  reft  rain  t,  gave  the  reins  to  his  fanguinary  temper 
and  his  brutal  pajfiions;  he^^ufFcredthe  enthufi^fmof  > 
his  partifans  to  cool,  gave  ki$  enemies  timeto  prepatJc 
themfelvcs  to  fubdue  him,  and  fooiiflily  flopped  (hort. 
in 'the  midft  of  his  career. 

The  fpirit  of  rebellion  had  fprcad  as  far  as  Mof- 
cow.  Marefchal  Romanxoff  durfl:  not  weaken  his 
own^  force  by  fending  fuccours  thither.  That  city 
was  defended  by  a  garrifonof  no  more  than  6oo 
men;  Pugatfcheff^  bad  only  to  make  his  appearance 
in  order  to  become  mafl:er  of  it.  This  he  neglecSicd 
to  do ;  arid,  by  that  overfight,  loft  not  only  the  firft 
city  of  the' empire,  but  an  army  of  100,000  ferfswho 
there  lexpeifted  him,  and  who  would  have  broken 
afunder  their  chah^s  on  his  approach. 

PugatfcbeflT  did  toot  even  avail  himfelf  of  his  ad- 
vantages in  the  provinces  where  he  ha.d  conquered. 
He  wafted  the  greateft  part  of  winter  in  the  ufelefs 
fieges  of  Orenburgh  and  Yaitflc.  It  was  under  the 
walls  of  Orenburgh  that  he  put  to  the  fabre  all  the 
officers  and  men  of  family  who  were  brought  in.  He 
put  to'  death  about  3000  of  this  defcription  :  he  did 
hot  fpare  even  their  wives  and  .children  ;  whole  fa- 
milies were  exterminated.  He  intended  to  ^{h^d,  he 
faid,  to  thevery  laft  drop,  the  blood  of  that  Ruflian 
nobility  fo  haughty  and.  fo  tyrannical:  But;^  with  a 
c6ntradi(Slion  altogether  unac>countable,  while  he  was 
endeavouring  to  extirpate,  nobility,  he  conferred  on 
■  fliCh  of  hU  partifans  as  he  could  moft  fecurcly  truft, 
-  the  nariies  of  the  principal ,  families  of  the  empire, 
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and  thejnfignia^of  the  difterent  OFdfers  of  knightr 
hood. 

He  alienated  the  afFe<5lions  of  one  part  of  his  com>- 
patriots  by  flying  in  the  f^ce  of.  their  rdigious  pre-  i 

Judices,  of  which  at  firft  be  approved  himfcif  the  * 

zcalom  fupporter.     Though  he  had  marritd,  feveral  j 

years  before,  Sophia^  the  daughtj^r  of  a  kdfac,  and 
had  three,  children  bv  her,  he  was  not  afbamed  tt> 
efpoufc'  a  con>mon  Itrumpet,  at  Yaitfk,  atid  eele- 
bratcd  his  nuptials  with  bacchanalian  orgies,  worthy 
of  the  partner  he  had  fele<fted.    ' 

Catharine,  alarmed  at  a  revoJt  which  {book  her 
throne,  took  meafures  for.  checking  its  farther  pro-  ' 
grefs.     She  recalled  General  BibikofF  from  the  fron-    - 
tiers  of  Turkey,  gave  him  the  command,  of  a .  eon- 
fider^ble  army^  and  orders  to  march  againft  the  rcbels- 
At  the  fame  time  fhe'paWifhedat  Peterlburgh,  and 
in  the  pther  principal  cities  of  the  empire^  the  fol-         \' 
lowing  manifcfto. 

,"■    ^*  We,  Catharine  II.  by  the  gri^ce  of  Ood,  Em-    ^ 
<f  prefs  and  Sovereign  Lady  of  all  the  Ruflias,  &Ci 
<^  mai^  known  to  all  our  faithful  fubje^s,  tliat  we 
^*  have  learnt  with  the  higheft  indignatioh  and  ex- 
"  treme  concerrJj  that  a  certain  kqfac,  a  deferter  and 
•^  a  vagabond  of  the  Don,  by  name  Yemelian  Pu- 
«  gatfcheff,  after  having  wandered  over  Poland,  has 
«  feme  time  a?o  aflembled,  in  the  diftrifts  of  the  go- ' 
*«  vcT^ment  of Ptenburgb  which  border  on  tberiyer^x  • 
**  Irghis,  a  troop  of  vagabonds  like.himfelf ;  that  he 
*<  is  there  cornmitting  the  moft  drea^dfuF  outrages  of 
*^  every   kind,  by  depriving,  in  the  maft  inbum^u 
•  «^  mannet-;  the  quiet  inhabit^rlts  of  their  pofleffions, 
^•^  and  even  of  Ufe ;  and  that,  in  order  to  decoy  into . 
''hjs^  party,  hitherto  ccSmpo^d  of  banditti  only,  the  .    ; 
*^  perfons  wbo  fall  in   his  way,  and  efpecially  the 
«  unfortunate  patriots^  wlnofc'  credijlity  6e  impofes 
.♦^upon,  be  has  had.the  audacity,  to  aflimoo  .the  name. 
*^  of  the  late  Emperor  Peter  III-     It  would  bG  • 
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*^  fluous  in  this  place  tc^expofe  the  abfurdityotf^      . 
".  an- impoftilre,  vvhich  cannot  clothe  itfelt  with  fbi 
^^  much  as  the  (hadow  of  ptobability.  in  the  ey^s  of' 
^' fenfible  people ;  for,  thanks  to  the  divine  good- 
^^  nefs,  tbofe  ages  are  paffed  away  when  the  Ruffian 
"  empire  was  plugged  in  ignorance  and  barbarifm, 
*^  when  the  GrifGhkas,  the  Otrepiefs,  their  adherents, 
^^  and  feveral  other  traitors  to  their  cbimtry,  availed 
■^  themfelves  of  impoftiJres  equally  grorfs  and  detef- 
;«  table,  to  arm  brother  againft  brother,  citizen  againft 
^•^  citizen. ,         •,  '\  •  "  •  '  '  .'  ;  ■  •  >•  " 

^'  Since  thefe  eras^,  which:  i^  id  painfttl  to  call  to* 
^^  rejnembmnce,  all  true  patriots  have  (enjoyed  the 
*Vfruits  of  pubhc  tranquillity,  and  tremble  at  the  re-, 
*•:  colledlion  merely  of  ancient  troubles.     In  a  wofu,' 
*^  there  js  no. man  worthy  of  bearing  the  Ruffian 
*^  name,  whd  does  not  regard  with  abhorrence  the 
"impudent  falfehood  by  "which  PugatfchfefF  imagines 
"he  is  ablje  to  deceive  and  betray  fimple  and  credu- 
lous people,  by  promifing  to  enfranchife  theip  from- 
every  bond  of  fubmiffibn  and  obedience  to  their 
(bvereign,  as  iftheGn?atorof  theiiniverfehad  6on- 
^^  ftituted  human  focieties:  In  fuch.  a  m^iner  as  pof- 
fibly  to  fubfift  without  an  intermediate  authority' 
between  fovereign  and  fubjedts, 
"  At  the  fame  time,  as.theaudacity  of  this  vile  re- 
fufe  of  the  human  race  is  productive  of  confequen- 
^^  ces  pernicious  to  the  provinces  adjacent  to  that  dif- 
tri6l;  as  the  report  of  the  atrocities  there  cpmmit- 
^  ted. may  terrify  perlfons,  acciiftomed  to  apprehend 
"the  cakimitiesj of  others  as  ready  to  burft  upoii 
"  themfelyes ;  and  as  we  watch,  with  indefatigable 
care,  over  the  tranquillity  of  our  faithful  fubjeAs, 
we  inform  them  by  this  prefent  nianifefio,  that  we 
have  taken ^  without  delay,  the  meafures  we  deeni'* 
"  ed  the  moft. proper  for  quelling  the  fedition  ;  and 
that,  in  order  totally  to  annihilate  the  ambitious 
defigns  of  PugaLtfchefF,  and  to  ext9rminate  a  banct 
of  robbers,  who  Iiave  had  the  raflincTs  to  attack  thet 
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.".fmall  military  detachments  fcattered    qv^t  t\}ofc 

I  "  countries^ .'and  to  n1a0aare:thc  pfficers  whom  they 

"  bad  taken .pfifoners,  \*'e  have  fent  thither^  with  a 

>  *'  fufficient  nuitiber.of  troopjs^  General  Alexandei*.Bi- 

*^  bikofF,  comniander  in  cbiefof piir  armies,  ^nd  ma- 

, "  jor  of  oiir  regiment  of  life-guards. 

"  Thu^'wetentcrtain  no  doubt  of  the  profperous 

"  ifllre  of  thcfe  mcafures,  and  we  flatter  ourfelvps 

•  "ihat.tbe  public  tranquillity^will  be  fpcedily  reftored^ 

•    "  and  that' the  wretches  who  are  defolating  a  part  of 

"  the  government  of  Orenburgh  will  quickly  be  dif- 

•'  perfed.     We  are,,  furtbermore,  perfuaded  that  our 

"  faitbtul  (libjecSls  vyill -bold  indeteliation  thejmpof- 

■'^^  ture  of  the  rebel  PugatfchefF,  as  deftitute  of  all 

'  *^  probability,    and  will  repel   the  artifices  of  thofe 

*^  ill-intentioned  perfons,  who  fcek  and  find  their  pri- 

*'  vate  advantage  in  the  feduclion  of  the  weak  "and 

"  credulous,  and  who  have  no  other  way  of  fati^ting 

"  their  .aviditj, /but  by  ravaging  their  countiy  ^nd 

,*•  fpilling  innocent  blood-^ 

"We  are  equally  perfuaded  that  eveiy  genuine 
^  fon  of  his  countrv  will  be  zealous  in  fulfillino:  bis 
"  own  duties,  in  contributing:  to  the  maintenance  of 
*^  good  order  ;and  of  the  general  repofe,  in  guarding 
"  himfelf  againft  the  fnares  of  feducftion^  and  in  iac- 
*•  quitting  himfelf  of  the  obedience  due  to.  his  lawful 
fovereign.  Thus  all  our  faithful  fubjec]ts  may  ceafe 
from  ever)^  aHirm,  and  live  in  perfe(5t  fecurity,  as  we 
•employ  our  whole  attention,  and  make  our.  whole 
"  glory  to  confift  in  it^  toward, the  prefervation  of 
"  their  property  and  the.  extenfion  of  the  comraoa 
"  felicity.'*       -  .■  ^ 

Xhrce  additional  oukafcs  clofely  followed  that 
•which  announced  the  tnarch  of  .Bibikoff.  In  one, 
the  pepple  were  cautioned  thencefbrvvard  to  refpedt 
no  laws  but  fuch  aS'Were  authenticated  under  the, fig^ 
nature  of  the  Emprefs  lerfclf.  In  another,  an  invita^ 
•tion  was  given  .to  defcrters,  and  particularly  to  the 
kofacs  of  the  Don  and  of  the  Yaik,  to  rejoin  the  ftan- 
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dard  of  the  Emprefs,  with  an  aifurance  of  indemnit/ 
up  to  thefirft  of  April  of  the  following  year.  Finally^ 
by  the  third,  PugatfchefF  was  profcribed^  s^nd  a  re* 
ward  of  100,000  roubles  promifed  for  his  bead. 

PugatfchefF,  on  his  part,  wis  not  more  fparing  of 
manifeiloes ;  and,  in  publifhing  them,  always  took 
care  to  appropriate  to  himfelf  the  name  of  Peter  llh 
By  one  of  thofe  proclamations  he  liberated  aU  tl^^ 
peaiants.  He  likcwife  ordered  a  coinage  of  roubles, 
with  his  own  effigies  and  this  infcription  on  the  ono 
fide  : — '^  Peter  III.  Emperor  of  all  the  Rtf/pas. ''-^And 
on  the  reverfe  were  thefe  words : — *^  Redivivus  et 
^'  Ultorr 

Meanwhile  General  BibikofF  had  already  reached 
Kafan.  Being  informed  that  the  rebels  had  gotten 
pofleffion- of  Samara,  he  detached  a  part  of  his  army 
to  retake  that  place.  The  fiege  was  of  no  long  da-^ 
ration.  The  rebels  abandoned  the  city  with  eight 
pieces  of  cannon  and  200  prifoners. 

The  nobles  of  Kafan  were  convoked.  BibikofF  i«-» 
vited  them  to  join  higi,  and  affift  in  cruftiing  the  re- 
bellion. The  nobles  were  predifpofed  to  do  fo.  Theif 
own  caufe  was  at  iiake.  Their  exarnple  was  followed 
by  thofe  of  Simbirfk,  of  Penza,  and  of  fome  other 
diftridls;'  and  the  regiments  which  they  formed  with- 
out lofs  of  time,  cunfiderably  increafed  Bibikoff's 
force.  On  this  the  Emprefs  wrote  to  the  general,  in 
the  following  terms  :-*^"  That  (he  not  only  obfei'ved 

with  gratitude  the  zeal  which  the  noblefs  had  fo 

generoufly  difplayed,  in  offering  to  facrifice  every 
"  thing  for  the  public  good,  but  in  order  to  give, 
"  on  this  occafion,  a  diftinguifhed  mark  of  her  good 
"  will,  fhe  wifhed  herfelf  to  become  a  member  of  tbe^ 
'^  noblefs  of  Kafan,  and  to  be  enrolled  as  a  denizen 
^^  of  that  city.*' 

Lieutenant-colonel  GrinefF  obtained  the  firft  ad- 
vantage at  AlexiefF.  After  an  ot)ftinatc  refiftance, 
the  rebels  left  him  mafter  of  the  field  of  battle  and 
of  three  pieces  of  briafs  ordnance*    A  fQW  49y&  aft^ 

A  a  they 
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tl^eyfiiddenly  attacked' him  on  his  march,,  but  were 
*  a  fecondtime  put  to  flight.  Some  others  of  Bibi- 
kc^ff's;  lieutenants  were  likewife  fuccefsful  in  their 
encounters  with  difFerefnt  bodies  of  Tartars.  Not- 
Witbrtatiding  this  the  numbers  and  the-audacity  of 
the  rebels  daily  increafed.  They  fldcKed  together 
from  every  quarter  of  Oriental  Ruflia,  and. ravaged 
lari' extent  of  country  of  more  than  600  leagues. 

General  BibikoflT,  advancing  at  the  head  of  35,O0O 
men,  obliged  Pugatfcheff  to  raife  the  fiege  ofOren- 
biirgh,  where  famine  had  begun  to  make  fearful  ra- 
vajres.-  The  rebels  rcti'eated  to  the  vicinity  of  Ta- 
tifchevva.  BibikofFdifpatched  Mnjor-general  Prince 
,  Gallitzin,  with  a  confidcrable  body  of  trcops,  in  pur- 
fuit  of  them.  Prince  Gallitzin  attacked  Pugatfcheff 
airid  fought  him  gallantly;  but  did  not  obtain,  this 
firft  tirne,  a  decided  advantage.  He  perceived  that 
^Ihe  ferocious  intrepidity  of  the  rebels  was  diredlcd  by 
officers  who  had  not  derived  all  their  military  lldll 
fr<>m  tl>e  detcrts  of  the  Bafchkirie,  or  learnt  it  under 
the 'tents  of  the  Kalmucs.  Oh  retreating  before 
Prince  Gallitziny  Pugatfcheff  fuddenly  changed  his 
route,  and  fell  impetuoufly  on  Bibikoff^  who  had  re- 
fer vedab'6  at  his  perfon  only  a'fmatl  part  of  the  army.' 
The  confli(5l  was  bloody.  It  was  rumoured  that  the 
Kuflfian  general  fell  oo  the  field  of  battle;  but  he* 
died  in  his  bed  very  foOn  afterwards. 

Prince  G;dlitzin  burnt  with' impatience  to  avenge 
the  defeat  of  Bibikoff.  He  attacked  the  rebels  afrefh 
tVear'X^rgauIa,  tw'elve  miles  from  Orenburgh,  put  a" 
gfeaX  number  ofthem  to  the  fword,.and  difperfed.the 
reft.-  Ofl  ^thot  diiy  Pugatfcheff  fought  for  fix  hours 
toother-;  buf,  behdtdifjg  himfelf  abandoned  on  all 
fidep,- li^tbok  himfelf  ta  flighty  and  with  difficulty 
effiiipcd  to  the  ujountains  of  Oural.  His  partifans 
baft enrdU^»  join  hinv  there.  '  He  re-appearcd  at  the 
head  of  tt^  formi<lahiv.i  army.  -  He  made  h'imfelf  mafter' 
6f  fcVeral  *  f,>laces  'to*  the^caftwai^d  of  the  mountains, 
and-redUccd  to  afties Tufeh  as  -made'  the  fliffbteft  re- 
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(iftance.  A  body  of  Ruffians  attacked  him,  and  forc- 
ed him  again  to  feek  refuge  in  the  moft  inadeeffible 
heights.  There  he  perceived  that  the  only  refource 
left  himj  was  an  attempt  to  retrieve  his  fbrtqhe  by 
fome  brilliant  exploit.  All  at  once  ht  defcends  like 
a  torrent  from  the  fummits  of  the  Oural,  and  marches 
with  rapidity  toward  Kafan,  leaving  every  ftep  of  his 
route  marked  with  fearful  traces  of  his  cruelty.  No 
fooner  had  he  appeared  before  Kafan  than  he  let  fire 
to  the  fuburbsi  Major-general  Paul  Potemkin,  gq- 
vernor  of  the  province,  might  have  kept  the  field 
againft  PugatfchefF,  and  preverited  the  burning  of 
Kafan:  he  chofe  rather  to  fliut  himfelf  up  in  the 
Fortrefs,  where  the  rebels  befieged  him,  and  he  would 
undoubtedly  have  been  taken,  had  laot  Colonel  Mi- 
kelfon  come  up  to  his  relief.  PugatfchefF  durft  not 
wait  the  arrival  of  MikelfoU;;  he  precipitately  raifed 
the  fiege  and  took  to  flight.  But  Mikelfon  purfued 
him  clofe,  overtook  him,  harafled  him  three  days  fuq- 
ceffively,  and  at  laft  gave  him  a  complete  defeat  after 
a  long  and  bloody  confli6l. .  PugatfchefF  continued 
to  defend  himfelf  till  he  was  left  with  not  more  than 
300  kofacs.  Attended  by  this  troop,  whofe  valour 
and  fidelity  fu|  ;;orted  the  hopes  of  the  impoflor,  be. 
galloped  ofF,  crofled  the  V olga,  and  regained  the  dc- 
fert; 

This  freidi  defeat  might  hdve  intimidated  all  who  en- 
tertained a  defign  of  joining  the  rebels.  Neverthelefs 
PugatfchefF  found  himfelf  flill  reforted  to  by  fwarms 
of  kofacs  of  kalmucs,  of  .bafchkirs  and  of  peafants, 
Whom  the  very  name  of  liberty,  and"  the  defire  of 
fhakitig  off  the  yoke  of  oppreflive.  maflers,  had  in- 
duced to  abandon  their  labours  and  refort  to  armau 
Elated  by  the  number  of  bis  troops,  which;  feemed  to 
multiply  in  proportion  as  they  were  mowed  down  by 
the  Ruffian  artillery,  he  refblved  to  go  and.atlack 
Mofcow.  His  partifans  continued  fecretly  to  blow 
the  flame  of  fedition  in  that  city.  The  peoplfe  ex.- 
-pcdled^him.  as  a  deliverer. :  but  it .  was  now  toa  Jate. 
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At  the  moment  PugaJfchefF  was  putting  himfelf  in 
motion,  he  received  intelligt^nce  that  the  Ruffians 
had  juft  concluded  a  tfeatj  of  peace  with  the  Otto- 
mans. Apprehending  on  this  that  he  would  have  to 
contend,  with  the  greateft  part  of  the  army  of  Ma- 
refchal  Romanzoff,  he  thought  it  expedient  to  bend 
his  courfe  in  a  different  d^redlion.    . 

Informed  that  Ibme  Ruffian  regiments  were  en- 
camped on  the  banks  of  the  Volga,  he  dcfcended 
along  the  fide  of  that  river^  furprized  the  regiments^ 
and  rdutfcd  them*.  He  took  by  aflault  two  or  three 
petty  fortrefles.  That  of  Saratpff  was  of  the  number. 
The  commandant,  Vvbo  kwew  the  fate  which  awaited 
him,  took  advantage  of  the  moment  when  the  con- 
queror gave  him-felf  up  to  pillage,  arid  made  his  ef- 
cape,  accompanied  by  only  fifty  men.  The  city  of 
Demitrcffsk  fell  into  the  hands  of  Pugatfcheff  by 
treachery.  He  bad-  the  barbarity  to  order  the  gover- 
nor to  be  em>paled. 

While  at  Demitrcffsk,  he  was  told^hat  the  aftro- 
nomer  Lowitz,  member  of  the  academy  of  fcrences^ 
at  Peterfburgh,  was  bu(y  in  the  •vicinity,  in  takinj^ 
levels  for  a  canal  propofed  between  the  Don  and  the 
Volga*  He  immediately  gave  orders  for  his  attend- 
ance ;  and  when  the  peaceable  fon  of  fcience  was  in- 
troduced into  his  prefence,  commanded  him  to  beele- 
vated  orl  halbards,  to  raifehim,  he  feid,  nearer  to  the 
ftars,  and  had  him  maflacred  by  his  kofacs.  But  fo 
many  atrocities  muft  neceflarily  have  come  to  a  pe- 
riod. The  moil  abominable  excefles  of  Pugatfcheff 
were  the  beft  fecuiity  to  the  Emprcfs. 

That  Prineeft^  delivered  from  the  anxietiejsi  to- 
which  the  Turkiih  war  had  long  fubjedted  her,  gave 
£)rders  to  difpatch  additional  troops  to  oppofe  the  re- 
bels, and  gave  the  command  of  them  to  General 
Paiiin.  This  officer  had  acquired  reputation  by  the; 
capture  of  Bender.  But,  from  the  inflant  that  Or- 
Joff  had  recovered  his  credit,  the  hatred  which  the 
&vourite  indulged  againll  the  prime  minider  extend- 
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€d  to  his  brother,  iand  the  Emprefs  confented  for  ibme 
time  to  Jeave  one  of  her  beft  generals  in  a  ftate  of  in-?  / 
adion.  The  occafion  (he  had  for  his  fervioes,  or  ra* 
thci-,thc  reviving  credit  of  his  brother,  called  him 
^gain  into  employmefit.  In  (hort,  b.e  niarched  againft 
PugatfchcfK  The  arch-rebel  was  then  prefling  hard 
on  the  city  of  Tzaritzin/  and  doomed  it,  beyond  a 
doubt,  to  the  fate  of  SaratofF: ,  but  be  was  obliged  to 
raife  the  liege  with  precipitation.  Panin  fent  a  frefli 
detachment  to  Colonel  Mikellbn.  With  this  reinr 
forcement  Mikelfon  cut  off  the  convoys  of  Pugatf- 
chefF,  flarvcd  his  army,  and  attacked  him  at  the  mo- 
ment when,  with  feveral  waggons  under  a  load  of  *  v 
baggage,  a^jd  encumbered  with  a  multitude  of  wo- 
men ^wha  accompanied  his  niarch,  he  found  himfelf 
entangled  in  a  defile  of  the  mountains.  Notwitbr 
landing  the  difadvantage  of  their  pofition,  the  rebels 
fcorned  to  furrender.  A  great  numberof  them  were 
killed  on  the  Ipot :  tnany  others  perilhed  on  the  pre- 
cipices, and  among  the  deep  rocks  to  which  they  ^ed  ^ 
for  fafety. 

Pugatfcheff  quitted  not  the  field  of  battle  till  no 
means  of  defence  remained.  He  once  more  fwuin 
acrofs  the  Volga;  then  pafied  the  vail  defert  ex- 
tending from  that  river  to  the  fnialler  ftream  of  Ufem, 
and  found  himfelf  nearly  in  the  fame  place  where  he 
at  firft  difplayed  the  fiandard  pf  revblt.  Many  friends  ' 
had  rejodned  him  in  his  flight;  but  famine,  &tigue 
and  degediion,  determined  numbers  of  them  to  give 
him  up.  Hp  Height  itill,  however,  have  long  conti- 
nued to  diiiurb  the  repoit  of  the  empire  had  not 
treachery  come  to  the  aififtance  o£  the  Ruf&aa  . 
armies. 

AntlzofF,  the  confldentia]  aflbciate  of  Pugatfchefi^ 
and  one  of  the  mod  diftinguifhed  chiefs  among  the 
kofacs,  had  been  taken  prifonen  He  was  deemed  a 
proper  perfon  to  be  employed  in  reclaiming  his  na- 
tion. Prefents  and  promifes  were  lavifhed  on  him; 
a^d  be  was  authprifed  to  afTure  his  compatriots,  that 
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the.  pra£lice  of  beftovving  on  rtheiti  gratuities  for 
guarding  the  frontiers  fhonld  be  refiored.  The  ex- 
jpenfc  incurred. by  the  Turkifti  war  had  occafioneda 
fufpenfion  of  the  payment  of  thofe  gratuities,  and  thist 
•was  one  of  the  motives  w^hich  incited  the  kofj^cs  to 
rebellion. 

,  While  AntizofF  was  negotiating  this  accommoda- 
tion, three  other  kofacs,'likewife  gained-over,  under- 
took  to  deliver  up  PugatfchefF.  All  the  three  had 
hitherto  ferved  him  with  fidelity,  and  poflefled  his 
confidence.  One  of  them,  named  Tvvogorbff,  was  of 
iletz  ;  the  other  twp,  whofe  names  were  Tfchouma- 
koffand  FidoulefF,  had  been  the  firft  partifans  in  the 
revolt -at  Yaitflc.  Happening  one  day-  to  be  alone 
with  PugatfchefF,  they  thought  of  pra6iifing  Upon 
him  by  trick.  "  As  vve  arc  Uefet  on  all  fides  by 
^*  our  enemies,"  faid  TwogorofF,  "  I  believe  the  beil 
^^  courfe  we  can  take  is  to  furrender,  on  condition 
"  of  obtaining  a  pardon.^'  The  idea  of  furrender 
filled.  PugatfchefF  with  indigriation.  He  did  not  £^n- 
fwer  a  fingle  wc/lcI  ;  but  drew  his  dagger,  and  was  go- 
ing inftantly  to  infli<5l  the  puniihrn^nt  of  death  on 
the  man  who  dared  to  fuggeft  a  timid  advice.  The 
three  kofacs  watched  all  his  motions.  They  fell  at 
once  upon  him,  difarmed  him,  and  having  bound  his 
hands  behind  his  back,  conveyed  him,  without  lofs 
of  time;  to  the  camp  of  Major-general  Samaroff^  who 
was  expe<51ing  them  a  little  way  off.  SamaroflTfent 
PugatfchefF  to  Simbirfk.  General  'Pan in  had  hinx 
put  up  in  an  iron  cage,  and  tranfported  to  Mofcow> 
together  with  fome  other  of  bis  principal  accom- 
plices. 

As  foon  as  the  Emprefs  received  information  thatPu- 
gatfchefFwas.in  prifon  at  Mofcow,  flife  named  a  com- 
miflion,  which  was  joined  to  the  fcnate,  to  comducS 
the  trial  of  the  rebel.  At  the  fame  time  (he  carefully 
recommended  to  them  to  reft  fatisfied  with  a  fimplp 
'cpnfelFion  of  his  crime,  without  putting  him  to  the 
torture,  and  without  infifting  that  he  (hould  difcover 
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bis  abettors:  She  was  apprehenfive,  no  doubt,  that 
the  difcoyeries  of  the  criminal'  might  oblige  her  ^to; 
extend  pn'nifliment*  too  'for,  anH-  plunge /be  empire 
into  frefh  commotions.  PugatfchcJfF  was  fenticnoed 
to  have  both  his  hands  and  both  his  feet  cat  oflp;  t^t? 
they  fliould  be  exhibited  to  the  people,  and  tfeat  af-^ 
terwards  he  fhould  be  quartered  alive.  But  he-  di^ 
Tfot  undergo  ^hat  barbarous  puniftiment.  fit  is.  al- 
leged by  lome  that  an  order  from  the  foyereign  faved 
bim  from  the  feverer  parts  of  hisfentence;  by  others, 
that  the  executioner  was  lefs  inhuman  than  the  judges. 
Be  it  as  it  may,  Pugatfcheff  was  firft  beheaded,  after  * 
which  his  body  was  divided  intp  quarters  and'eKpQfe4 
in  different  parts  of  the  city.  Five  of  the  ringleaders 
of  the  rebellian  were  likewife  decapitated.  Others 
receiv,6d  the  knout  and  were  fent  to  Siberia.  Such 
was  the  termination  of  a  revolt  which  for  aconfider- 
able  time  threatened  Catharine's  throne  and  life,. and 
coft  the  empire  the  deftni^^ion  of  a  great  number  of 
cities,  and  of  more  than  250  villages ;  the  interrupr 
tion  of  working  the  mines  of  Orenburgh  andofth^ 
commerce  of  Siberia,  and  the' blood  of  manytbaur 
fands  of  the  inhabitants.  Pugatfcheff* aflbredlynjever 
could  have  retained  the  erown  of  RuiB^,  but  the  , 
maleconteots  lyilhed  to  fee  it  plucked. from  thetliead 
of  the  p6(fti(Ibr,witbo^f  knowing  perhaps  on  whoju 
they  meant  to  beftow  it 

Sopn  .9fter  Pjjg&tfcheff^  was  brought  to  pun i£hment| 
the  Emprefs  had  a  new  opportunity  of  difplaying  the 
clemency  of  tier  cbaradler.  She  extended  mercy  to  -^ 
men  who  were  not,  in  truths  chargeable  with  thea>or- 
jDities  of  that  robber,  but  were  hevert4^elefs  highly 
criminal ;  I.tnean  the  treafurers  of  the  empire.  They 
had  applied  the  public  money  to  their  own  private 
ufes,  and  thereby  incurred  the  punifhtnent  of  death  : 
Catharine  would  not  fuffer  them  to  be  fo- much  as 
brought  to  trial;  Naturally  irafcibl^  and  violent,  ihe 
^ffeded  great  p^tienc^ei  and  gentlonf fs* — '^  What  I 
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"  am  not  able  to  overthrow/'  faid  (he,  **  I  undermine 
**  and  eradicate."  .   ^ 

The  poft  of  favourite  bad  been  rcftored  to  Gre- 
gory OrlofF  merely  from  policy.  Policy  may  aflume 
the  femblance  of  love,  but  does  not  command  it.  Ca- 
tharine afFe<5led  for  her  ancient  lover  a  pafiion  (he  no 
kmger  felt.  She  was  lavifh  of  her  carefles,  but  could 
not  again  open  her  heart  to  him.  OrlofF  deceived 
htmfelf,  then^  in  fuppoiing  he  was  the  fole  cauie  of 
WaffiltfchikofTs  difmiffion.  This  faorifice  had  been 
made  to  another  and  not  to  him. 

A  xX)niiderable  period  had  elapfed  iince  the  Em- 
prefs  remarked  jthe  manly  beauty  and  graceful  de- 
meanor of  Potemkin.  She  recoUedied,  with  compla- 
eency,  that  on  the  day  of  the  revolution  of  1 762,  Po- 
temkin, then  a  very  young  man,  feized  the  inftant 
of  her  mounting  on  horfeback  to  prefent  his  fword- 
knot  to  her.  She  wifhed  at  length  to  know  him 
more  intimately ;  and  the  firft  interview  ihe  had  with 
bim  (ecured  to  this  new  lover  th^  advantage  over  all 
his  rivals.  WaffiltfchikofF  was  difmiffed.  CMoff  was 
refumed,  and  g^ve  diiguft.  Potemkin  alone  admi- 
niftered  confolation  in  fecret  for  the  folicitude  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  war,  the  terrors  which  the  rebel- 
Jion  infpired,  and  the  mifunderftanding  which  pre- 
vailed between  the  ancient  favourite  and  the  prime 
minifter  Panin.  Potemkin  was  prcfumptuous.  His 
good  fortune  inebriated  him.  His  pride  foon  met 
with  its  puniftiment. 

One  day  that  he  was  playing  at  billiards  with 
Alexis  OrloflT,  he  had  the  ^iTurance  to  boaft  of  the 
favour  he  enjoyed,  and  aflerted  that  it  depended 
entirely  on  himfelf  to  procure  the  baniihment  from 
court  oi  all  who  fell  under  his  difpleafure:  Alexis 
OrlofF  retorted  in  a  haughty  flylfe :  a  fcuffle  enfued. 
Potemkin  received  a  blow  which  llruck  oat  one  of 
his  eyes.  This  was  not  the  full  extent  of  his  misfor- 
tune.   Gregory  OriofiT^  informed  of  the  whote  affair 
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by  his  brother,  flew  ta  the  Emprefs,  and  infifled  <m 
Potemkin's  difmifllion.         ' 

Potemkin  retired  to  Smoleniko,  the  place  of  his 
birth,  where  he  remained  almoft  a  year,  in  fditude, 
fuffering  feverely  from  his  eye,  and  under  the  languor 
of  baniftment  from  court.  He  fometim^s  gave  out 
.  that  it  was  his  intention  to  turn  monk ;  at  other  times 
he  predidled  that  he  (hould  become  the  moft  power* 
ful  man  inRuffia.  At  length,  he  fuddeqly  thought 
of  writing  to  the  Einprefs,  befeeching  her  to  thiqk  of 
him.  The  Emprcfs  inftantly  difpatches  his  recal, 
and  completely  reftores  him  to  favour.  OrlofF  ha4 
been  out  upon  a  hunting  ipatchfor  feveral  days.  Ad^ 
vantage  wa^  taken  of  his  abfcnce  to  inftal  Potemkia 
in  the  palace;  and  when  the  ancient  favourite  re- 
turned, neither  complaints  nOr  reproaches  could  (hake 
the<^redit  ofthe  ncwone.  f 

It  may  be  neceflary  in  this  place  to  unfold  what 
were  the  duties  and  the  diftincJlionsofCathariney  fa- 
vourites.    When  thai  Princefe  had  made  choice  of  ^ 
i»ew  favourite,  fhe  conferred  on  him  the  rank  of  aid- 
de-camp,  that  he  might  accompany  her  wherever  (he 
went  without  furniihing  any  occafion  for  cenfure. 
From  that  time  forward  the  favourite  occupied  apart- 
ments in  the  palace  under  thofe  of  the  Emprefs^  and 
which  had  a  communication  with  them  by  a  private 
ftaircafe.     The  firfi  day  of  his  iqftallation  he  received 
.  a  prefent  of  1 00,000  roubles,  and  every  nionth  found 
12,000  on  his  toilet.    The  purveyor  of  the  court  had 
orders  to  keep  up  for  him  a  table  of  24  covers,  arid 
•         to  defray  the  whole  expenfe  of  his  houfchold.     The 
favourite  was  obliged  to  attend  the  Emprels  on  all 
,  her  excurfions.    He  could  not  leave  the  palace  with- 
^  out  afking  and  obtaining  permiffion.  He  rarely  durft 

/  venture  to  chat  with  other  women ;  for  if  he  meant 

to  keep  his  place,  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  take 
care  how  he  awakened  the  fovereign*6  jealoufy. 

As  often  as  the  Emprefs  fixed  her  eyes  on  a  fubjedl 
in  the  view  of  raifing  him  to  the  poft  of  favourite,  fbe 
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of  which  (he  was  Aich  a  complete  iDiftrcfs,  (he  pre- 
vailed with  him  to  remain. 

OriofF,  nevertheJefs,  fqon  found  a  frefh  mortifica- 
tion to  fwallow.  •  Scarcely  had  PugAtfcheiF  been  excr 
cutcd,  wherT  the  Emprefs  conceived  a  delign  of  going 
to  Mofcow,  She  wi(hed,  at  once,  to  enjoy  the  tri- 
umph file  had  obtained  over  a  rebel  fubjedt,  and  to 
put  the  laft  band  t6ward  extingui(hing  the  hope 
which  might  lie  half-fmothered  in  the  brdall  of  the 
tTialecontents.  OriofF  endeavoured  to  divert  her  from 
this  intention  :  Potemkin  urged  her  to  fulfil  it  This 
laft  advice  was  more  conformable  to  the  inclinations 
of  Catharine.  Potemkin  eafily  carried  his  point.  She 
took  her  departure. 

This  Princefs  was  not  ignorant  that  on  her  route 
to  Mofcow  (he  had  to  pafs  through  provinces  in 
which  the  papas  enjoyed  very  high  credit,  and  held 
the  people  under  a  yoke  of  the  moft  grovelling  fu- 
perftition.  She  held  in  contempt  a  puerile  bigotry, 
0nd  abhorred  the  dangerous  minifters  of  it.  But  (he 
recolleiSled  that* (he  had  employed  it  (iiccefsfully 
when  her  objeft  was  to  hurl  her  coiifort  from  the 
throne,  and  (bund  her(elf  obliged  ftill  to  employ 
them,  in  order  to  bring  back  the  alienated  hearts, 
snd  ^attraft  the  veneration,  of  the  deluded  multitude. 
She  carried  with  her,  therefore^  a  great  number  o( 
fmall  images  of  the  (kints,  which  (he  depolited  in  all 
the  churehes  end  chapels  on  the  road.  She  farther 
defined,  for  the  cathedral  of  Mofcow,  a  large  image 
of  the  Virgin,  very  richly  habited  and  adorned  with 
diamonds,  and  had  it  placed  in  a  carriage  which, 
through  the  whole  journey,  and  on  her  making  her 
public  entry  into  Mofcow,  went  in  proceflion  after 
h^T  own.  Six  hundred  men  of  each  of  the  regiments 
of  guards  had  preceded  her  arrival  in  that  city,  and 
lappeared  under  arms  to  receive  her.  Two  triumphal 
arches  had  been  reared,  and  a  fumptuous  bapquet 
provided.  Her  retinue  was  brilliant,  the  croud  ot 
fpe<5tators  immertfe ;- order  ^nd  magnificence  were 

•   every 
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every  wBerc  difplayed.  Nothing  was  wanting  but 
the  acclamations  of  joy.  Tbp  people,  more  aftonifh-- 
ed  than  kindly  affected,  exhibited  not  the  flightoft 
fign  of  fatisfadlion.  The  Erarprefs  had  given  ordlsra 
to  announce  a  diminution  of  taxes :  but  al:  hearts 
feemed  to  be  as  little  afFe6led  by  her  benefits  as  by 
her  oftentation. 

The  Grand-duke  met  with  a  very  different  recep- 
tion. Wherever  he  went  the  homage  with-held  from 
his  mother  wais  Javiihed  on  him.  It  is  alleged  that  ^ 
courtier,  firuck  at  obfervrng  this  contraft,  and  dcr 
iirous  of  founding  the  difpolitions  of  the  heir  of  the 
throne,  faid  to  him,  "  You  fee,  Prince,  how  much 

"  you  are  beloved.     Ah  !  if  you  had  a  mind  P 

The  Grand-duke  made  no  reply,  but  darted  a  fevere 
look  at  the  courtier^  which  proved  that,  though  the 
throne  which  of  right  appertained  to  him  was  kc^t 
too  long  out  of  his  pofJeflion,  he  neverthelefs  knew 
how  to  a6l  the  part  of  a  refpedlful  Ibcu 

Some  days  after  the  Emprefs  arrived  at  Mofcow, 
ihe  undertook  a  pilgrimage  to  the  convent  of  the  Tri-r 
nity,  fituated  at  the  diflance  of  40  verftes  from  the 
city,  and  celebrated  for  having  ferved  as  an  afylum^ 
to  Peter  I.  when  he  wanted  to  IhakeofFtheguardiau- 
ihipof  thjs  regent  Sophia.  Catharine  peirfon«ed  this 
journey  on  foot,  attended  by  all  her  court.  Count 
Panin  was  the  only  one  (he  did  not  invite  to  ail  a  part 
in  this  hypocritical  farce.  He  faid  accordiiigly,  to 
avenge  himfelfof  this  fpecies  of  difcourtely,  "The 
*^  Emprefs  did  not  wifh  me  to  partake  of  her  piU 
*^  grimage,  bccaufc  (he  thought  nr>e  neither  devotee 
•*  enough  nor  courtier  enough.'*  Bpt  perhaps  Ca* 
tharine  only  found  in  him  too  much  indolence,  and 
obefity  to  admit  of  his  journeying  40  verftes  on  foot* 
Panin  not  only  neglected  to  pay  the  attentions  of  a 
courtier,  but  daily  forgot  more  and  naore  his  func- 
tions as  a  minifter.  Eafe  and  pleafure  had  become 
his  fole  employment.  He  read  but  feldom  the  dif- 
patches  c^  f^  amballadors^  and  ftill  more  rarely  did 

be. 
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he  deigri  tb  arlfwer  them.  This  condu<9:  furniihed 
arms  to  his  enemies.  It  was  particularly  favourabld 
to  the  ambitious  views  of  Potemkin,  who  ardently 
w(hed  to  turn  out  Panin.  On  fucceedingto  the  in- 
fluence which  Orloft'  had  enjoyed,  Potemkin  dared 
to  form  the  fame  pmjc(5ls  which  his  predeceflbr  had 
done.  He  thought  that  he  might  pretend  to  the 
hand  of  the  fovcreign  :  but  he  dreadc.d.Panin*s  frank- 
neis,  his  perfuafive  eloquence^  nay  his  Ikill  in  the 
arts  of  intrigue,  vvhieh,  in  fpite  of  his  indolence,  that 
minifter  could  ftill  put  in  pradlice. 

How  many  a  ftrange  metamorpboiij?  has  arnbitioti 
produced!  The  lofticft  itian  in  all  Ruflia,  he  whd 
fccmed  the  leaft  calculated  to  fubmit  to  reftraint,  and 
i^irho,  having  not  fo  much  as  the  fhadow  of  religion^ 
turned  all  into  ridicule,  Potemkin  all  at  once  aflum- 
ed  the  exterior  oP^he  raoft  auftere  piety^  From  the 
.  commencement  of  Lent  he  was  obferved  to  renounce 
good  cheer,  o{#vhich  he  was  extremely  fond.  He 
went  fo  far  as  to  reftridl  himfelf  to  roots  for  food,  and 
drank  nothing  but  w^tet:  He  went  to  confeffiori 
.almoft  every  day,  and  <vearied  heaven  with  long 
prayers.  He  bad  taken  care  to  make  choice  of  the 
fame  ghoftly  director  with  the  Emprefe.  He  inform- 
ed him  of  the  commerce  in  which  he  lived  with  her^ 
and  intreated  him  to  declare  to  that'  Princefs,  that 
his  alarmed  confcience  would  no  longer  fuffer  him  to 
gratify  a  love  not  fandtioned  by  wedlock.  •  Whether^ 
the  n>onk  had  been  gained  or  not,  he  faithfully  exe- 
cuted his  commillion.  Catharine  did  not  condefcend 
to  explain  herfclf  to  him.  It  was  eafy  for  bcr  to  gueft 
what  hadfaggefttd  Potemkin*s  fcruples;  (he  feiit  fo^ 
that* hypocritical  lover,  aiwl  fpoketo  him  in  a  tender^ 
but  at  the  fame  time  in  a  lofty  ftyle.  She  t(3ld  him,- 
that  though  he  was?  dear  to  her,  ihe  was  fufRciently 
miftrefs  of  herfelf  to  conquer  her  paflion,  and  that  if 
he  no  longer  wifhed  to  occupy  the  poft  of  favourite, 
{he  cptild  have  the  refdiution  tp  give  him  a  fuc-^ 
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Potenikin  hutnbledi  confounded^  waft  incapable  of 
concealing  his  chagrin  in  fuch  i  manner  as^  to  pre- 
vent its  being  remarked  by  the  courtiers.  He  was 
even  heard  to  fay  that  be.  intended  to  take  drders, 
and  have  himfelf  conlecrated  an  afchbifhop.  -Bat  the 
Empreft  returned  to  Peteriljurgh.  Potemkin  followed 
her,  and  foon  laid  aiide  a ,  felfe  devotion,  to  addi<3: 
himfeif  entirely  to  the  purfuits  of  ambition  and  pie** 
fure.  ^ 

Court  intrigues  have  for  fome  time  diverted  our/ 
attention  from  objects  of  fuperior  importance*  It 
muft  not,  however,  pafs  unobferved,  that  Catharine's 
pleafures  never  encroached  on  her  application  to  the 
bufinefs  and  governnient  of  her  empii^c.  At  an  early 
period  of  her  refidence  in  Mofcow,  Marefchal  Ro* 
manzofF  arrived  in  that  city,  and  was  welcomed  by 
the  Emprefs  with  agloW'of  benevolence  which -the 
moft  illuftrious  fupporterof  her' throne  well  deferved. 
It  was  at  firft  her  intention  that  he  (hould  enter 
Mofcow'the  fame  ffay  with  herfelf,  and  that,  ad- 
vancing on  horfeback  between  the  triumphal  arches 
reared  on  the  occafion,  he  fhpnld  meet  her  without 
difmounting.^  But  the  valiant  and  modeft  conq^ueror 
of  the  Ottomans  thought  it  his  duty  to  decline  tbofe 
honours.  He  was  fciilible,  that  by  accepting  all  that 
gratitude  devifed  in  his  behalf,  there  might  be  dan- 
ger of  wounding  imperial  pride.  His  glory  had  al- 
ready excited  but  too  much  envy  in  the  breaft  of 
the  courtiers,  efpecially  in  that  of  Potemkin.  What 
would  it  have  been  had  he  participated  the  honours 
which  the  fovereign- had  prepared  for  herfelf  ?  He 
appeared  before  her,  thereforcj  not  as  a  triumphant 
commander,  but  as  a  plain  foldier  coming  to  give  an 
e'ccbunt  of  his  a<ftions. 

Next  day  the  Enriprefs,  attended  by  the  Grand- 
duke,  the  principal  officers  of  the  empire,  and  the 
whole  court,  repaired  on  foot  from  the  ancient. pabce 
of  the  Czars  to  the  cathedral  of  M'jfcow,  to  aflilt  at  a 
folemn^nafs  and  to  join  in  the  Te  D^itm  cjbantedin 

^   cclcbratior^ 
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celebration  of  the  peace.  This  ceremony  being  end- 
ed, the  private  treafurer  of  the  Errtprefs  read  aloud 
a  lift  of  the  rewards  which  (he  granted  the  generals 
who  had  diftinguifhed  tbemfelves  in  the  War  ^gainft 
the  Turks.      , 

Field-marefch^I  Romanzoff  received  an  cftate  in 
land  with  5000  peafants  ;  ioo»oop  roubles  in  ready 
money;  a  very  handibmc  fervice  of  plate ;  a  bat,  de- 
corated with  a  fprig  of  laurel  and  fet  with  precious 
ftones,  to  the  value  of  30,000  roubles ;  the  ribbon  of 
the  order  of  St.  George  and  an  epaulet  in  diatnonds^ 
with  a  moft  magnificent  field-marefchars  batoon. 

Alexis  OrlofF  got  60,000  roubles,  and  a  fword  en- 
riched with  very  fuperb  diamonds. 

Grpnerals  Paul  Potemkin,  Panin,  DdgorOuky,  Sd- 
tikoff^  TchernifchefF,  and  feveral  others,  likewife  re- 
ceived marks  of  Catharine's  munificence. 

Moft  of  thofe  generals^  neverthelefs,  were  no  left 
jealous  of  the  recompenfe  beflowed  on  Marefchrf  Ro- 
.mznzoffj  than  difcontented  wiiTi  their  own.     Alexis 
Orlofi^  General  Panin  and  Prince*  Dolgdrouky^  were 
unable  to  fupprefs  their  diflatisfiKftion,  and  rdSgned 
their  offices.      Catharine  accepted  their  demifiion. 
In  the  evening  flic  faid  in  the  hearing  of  her  court : 
I  have.difpatched  a  courier  to  day  ;  I  leave  you  to 
guefs  whither."     No  one  could  form  a  conjedlure  : 
but  next  day  the  enigma  was  explained.  The  Emprefs 
had  fent  to  a  village  near  Mofcow  for  fome  dozens 
of  thofe  little  fpinning  tops  which  boys  whip  about 
for  their  diverfion,  and  ordered  them  to  be  carried  to 
the  three  generals  who  had  juft  obtained  leave  to  re- 
tire,  with  a  meflage  from  her,  importing,  **  That  as 
f^  hencdbrth  they  were  likely  to  have  much  leifure-    - 
*Vtimeoa.  their  hands,  fhe  had  fent  foipewhat  to 
"  amufe  them,"  What  a  difplay  of  Catharine's  haugh- 
tineis  was  this  cruel  farcafm,  addrcfled  to  men  wha- 
conlidered  themfclves  as  the  props  of  her  throne ! 

The  generals  of  this  Princefs  were  not  the  only 
perfons  toward  whom  flie  fignalized  her  munificence. 

The 
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The  abolition  of  ibndry  taxes  was  a  benefit  in  which  , 
the  inhabitants  of  the  whole  empire  participated.  She 
had  beeiijfor  years  employed  in  framing  regulations 
for  the  interior  adminiftra^ori  of  her  ftatfes.  Sheliad 
them  printed  at  Mofcow  ;  but  Ordered  thenri  to  be  at 
iirft  obferved  only  jti  the  governments  of  Smolenfko 
and  of  Twer,  becaufe  the  people  of  thofif^  two  pro- 
vinces appeared  to  her  the  moft  intelligent,  the  nrtoft 
docile^  and  the  beft  adapted  to. bring  td  a  happy  iflUe 
an  experi4ilent  of  new  legiflation.  ' 

Before  prdmalging  thefc  regulations,  the  Eni- 
prefs  repaired  to  the  fenate  in  great  Hate,  and  had 
theni  read  and  regiftered  in  her  prefence.  She  had 
already  ordered  to  enrol  there  an  oukafe  that  #fejli 
merited  the  gratitude  of  a  great  number  of  her  fabv; 
je6ls.  The  inhabitants'  of  the  extremities  of  the  ern^ 
pire  had  been  hitherto  obligisid  to  refort  to  Petej-f- 
burgh  or  to  Mpfcow  to  have  juflice  adminiftered. 
Catharine  wifhed  to  fpare  them  fuch  tedious  and  ex- 
penfive  journeys.  Sh?declared  that  law-fuits  ihbuld 
in  future  be^  determined  by  the  provincial  tribunals^ 
ijeferving  however  to  the  parties  the  right  pf  appeal 
froni  thefcnterice  of  thofe  courts  to  either  of  the  fc- 
hates^  and  ev^'n  to  the' council  of  the  Empreft,  but 
under  this  farther  declaration,  that  if  the  firft  deci- 
fion  w&«  cdnfirmed^  the  party  appealing  (hbuld  pay 
a  fine. 

Another  oukaft*  difFufed  fatisfadliori  among  the  in- 
habitants of  Siberia.  The  revolt  of  Pugatfeheff  had. 
long  interrupted  their  commerce^  and  the  fcarcity  of 
money  greatly  relaxed  its  operations.  By  devifing  a 
remedy  for  the  laft  of  thefe  ihoonveniences,  the  Em- 
prefs  made  the*^ firft  to.be  forgotten.  A  bank  Wa$ 
eiyibliftied  at  Tobolfk,  and  the  dirc(3:ion  of  it  coni- 
mittcd  to  GotowzpfF,  who  had  already  given  proof  of 
his  capacity  in  the  management  of  the  noble  bank  of 
Peteriburgh.  The  trade  of  Siberia  thencfefprvvard  re- . 
covered  its  aftivity.  ' 

The  general  cotQlner«e  of  the  empire,  efpeeially, 

^\^  attra(Sled 
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attracted  tlie  attention  of  Catharine.  She  encouraged 
it  vaith  all  the  power  fhe  poflefled;  for  (he  cx>nfidered 
it,  and  juftly^  as  one  of  the  principal  fources  of  her 
great nefs.  It  was  therefor^  with  extreianc  fetisfadlion 
Ihe  then  underftood  that  ten  fhips,  ladeij  with  the 
wines  of  Greece,  had  jnft  made  their  way  from  the 
Archipelago  into  the  Ruffian  ports  of  the  Black  Sea, 
and  on  the  fea  of  Azoph.  The  commandant  of  tber 
Dardanelles  had  ^t  firft  obftrufled  their  pafl^e:  but 
the  vigorous  remonftrances  of  oolonfel  Peterfon,  the 
Ruffian  agent  at  Conftantinople,  had/ obliged  the 
Divan  to  permit  them  to  parfue  their  voyage. 

In  the  edidl  which  preceded  the  regulations  above 
mentioned,  the  Emprefs,  defirous  of  Exciting  emula- 
tion, and  in  the  vaew  of  conferring  a  kind  of  dignity 
on  thofe  of  her  fubje6ls  who  devoted  thcmfelves  to 
commerce,  exempted  them  from  the  capitation  tax, 
and  from  the  obligation,  to  which  thiey  had  hitherto 
been  fubjefted,  of  drawing  lots  for '  recruiting  both 
the  land  and  fea  fervice*  She  permitted,  at  the  faine 
timft  all  the  free  peafants  to  have  themfelves  enrolled 
in  one  of  the  five  clafles  of  merchants*  on  condition 
of  paying  annually  to  the  crown  one  per  cent  of  the 
capital  employed  in  their  trade.  In  the  view  of  far- 
ther extending  the  qommerce  of  Ruffia,  Catharine  re* 
liew^  ber  treaty  with  Great  Britain.  Sfec  hkewife 
encouraged  induftry  and  agriculture.  New  manu-> 
faflureB  were  eliabliftied.  Exertions  were  made  to 
rebuild  the  villages,  and  to  repair  all  'the  milchief 
which  the  rebellion  of  PugatfehcfF  had  brought  upon 
the  colonies  fettled  by  the  banks  of  the  Volga.  Bu^t 
xmfortunately  the  pcribns  to  whom  the  Emprefs  con-' 
fided  the  exercife  of  her  power,  very  rarely  promoted 
ber  views.  Placed  in  authority  to  render  ber  govern- 
ment apceptable  to  numerous  tribes,  they  made  it  an 
dbje^t  of  deteftation.  •    :  ' 

Some  of  the  new  colonies  had  bceri  ravaged  by  the 
incurfions  of  the  rebels,  and  the  whole  together  hn- 
guiftied  undjer  the  mal-admiiwftiation  and  diflionofty 
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of  the  Ruffian  agents.  The  ioo,c<)0  fcttlers  whoidi 
Catharine  had  invited  into  her  ftatcs;  arid  who  wcrp 
moftfy  Germans,  found  themfelves  reduced,  ten  years 
sfter,  to  29^090,  fcattered  a^nd  difcduraged,  iii  the 
vicinity  of  SaratoiF,  Kiceffand  Tlkritzin. 

Eagerly  intent  on  leaving  at  Mofcow  more  than 
one  monument  to  record  her  iijiunificence,  the  Eno^ 
prefs  had  refolved,  from  17^7^  to  have  the  Krenilm 
rebuilt,  and  had  entrufted  the  execjution  of  that  work 
to  the  Ruffian  archite6l  BajanofF,  the  pupil  of  the 
'Neapolitad  VanvitelH,  and  worthy  of  fo  renowned  a 
maftdr.     The  firft  foundations  of  it  were  laid,  ayd 
the  plan  of  the  artifl:  promised  an  edifice  which  ftrouJd 
be  one  of  the  moii  beautiful  and  moft  extenfive  in 
the  univerfe.    Unfortunately  the  ground  on  .which 
it  was  to  be  reared,  being  partly:  covered  by,  and  ad- 
jacent to^  the  Mofoowa,  it  was  nccleflary  to  prop  it  up 
i)y  immenle  counterforts.    ThfC  arcliitedl  inteoded.td 
,  conftru<ft  them  all  at  once:  but  the  expenfe  of  the 
:trar  cut  off  the  neceflary  fupplies  of  money  ;  and  'be 
raifed  only  two  or  three  of  tbofe  fupports,  which  funk 
toward  the  e'lkl  of  1774.    This  induced  Catharine  to 
abatidon  herdefign.     She  then  employed  Bajanofflo 
-buiid  a  fmall  gothic  palaoe  at  Tchemo-Jark,  the  idea 
of  which  (he  conceived  from   perufing  a  worJc  coor 
itaining  a  repuefentation  of  the  Gothic  mogniaments 
prefcrved  in  England.     Thq,  palace  of  TchernQ-Jark 
4s  extremely  pretty,  and  perhaps  lingular  in  its  kind. 
Catharine  was  flill  at  Mofcow,  when  (he  ixiccivcdi 
intelligence  that  certain  officers  had  been  foitowing 
the  exam  pie. of  Lieutenant-colonel  Kifcbenikoi,Vhjofe 
improper  conduct  has  already  been  cxpofed.     Their 
oppreffions  compelled  a  horde  of  Bafchkirs  to  revolt. 
"Riofe  Tartars  not  only  refufed  to  pay  the  accuftomed 
tribute,  but  maificred  the  Ruffian  ofRcer^,  and  the 
papas. who  had  been  fent  among  them*     They  after-, 
-wards  placed,  in  the  portative  chapels  of  thofe  papas, 
-images  of  the  Dalai-Lcima,  preferring  their  ancient 
idolatry  to  a  religion  the  votaries  of  which  Were  in 
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their  eyes  tnerely  infatiable  plunderers.  The  Em- 
prcfe  thought  it  expedient  to  enter  into  a-  negotiation 
tvith  them.  Officers  Icfs  rapacious  than  the  former 
were  appointed,  and  the  whole  horde  quietly  fubnlit- 
ted  again  to  the  authority  of  Ruffia;  .  ^ 

While  Cathariiie  was  foothing  the  rebellious  Tar- 
tars of  the  eaftern  part  of  her  dominions,  (he  era- 
ployed  every  eftbrt  to  bring  under  fubjedlion  to  her 
yoke  thofe  of  little  Tartary.  The  conquefts  of  Prince 
Dolgorouky  had  difpofcd  a  great  number  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  'Krimea  to  favour  the  Ruffians, ,  The 
new  Khan,  Dewlet-Gherai,  remained  faithful  to  the 
-Ottomans:  part  of  his  people  refufed  to  obey  him. 
•Peace  was  already  concluded  between  the  Turks  and 
'Ruffians  ;  but;  the  Tartars  were/  ftill  fighting.  The 
Ruffians  fcattfcrcd  among  them  prefents  and  diflen*- 
tion.  They  fecretly  ftimulated  them  to  revolt.  They 
even  fometimes  fupported  them  by  force  of  arms.  All 
of  a  fudden  they  appeared  in  the  Krimea  with  re- 
cruited ftrength  ;  and  under  pretence  of  attempting 
to  furprize  Dewlet-Gherai,  they  took  care  tofurnifK 
vhim  with  the  means  of  efcaping.  Dewlet-Gherai 
'Availed  himfelf  of  the  opportunity.  But  fcarcely  had 
this  Khan  fled  from  his  country^  when  the  Ruffians 
had  Sahim-Ghcrai  elected  in  his  place,  wbofe  eafinefs 
of  temper  and  attachment  to  Ruffia,%hey  were  well 
acquainted  with. 

.  A.  D.  1776.  The  Ruffians  quickly  conftrufted  a 
fortrefs  between  Kerch  and  Jeni-Kale.  The  Turks, 
incenfed  at  the  revolution  in  thfe  Kriraba,.  and  at  the 
ufurpation  of  the  Ruffians,  thKcatened  to  have  re- 
.courfe  to  arms.  The  imprudent  and  feeble  Sahim- 
Ghctui,  at  the  inftigation  of  a  Ruffian  agent,  who  re- 
lided  in  his  vicinity,  lent  a  deputatiorTof  fix  myrzas 

tPeterfburgh.  This  homage  was  too  flattering  to 
S' pride  and. ambition  of  Catharine  not  to  hie  cor- 
dially acce4>ted.  She  already  perceived  in  thofe  myr- 
zas new  fubjedls  arrived  to  tender  her  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance.    She  treated  them  with  diftindlion ;  and  at 
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the  momehf  they  were  going  to  be  condu6led  to  ah 
audience^  they  were  arrayed,  by  order  of  tWe  Empfefs, 
with  magnificent  caftans.  They  requefted  her  pro*- 
tedlioil  to  their  Khan,  fatal  prote6tion,  which  that  un- 
fortunate Prince  purcKafed  at  a  rate  much  too  dear ! 

Marefchal  RomanzofF  had  already  received  orders 
to  aflemblc  an  army  on  the  i)anks  of  the  Borifthenes. 
Every  thing  feemcd  to  threaten  a  rupture  between 
Rulua'and  the  Porte.  But  Prince  Repnin,  ambafla- 
dor  extraordinary  from  the  Emprefs  at  Conf?:anti-. 
nople,  fucceeded  in  cooling  for  fometime  the  refent* 
ment  .of  the  Divan.  Tliis  was  what  Catharine  wifticd. 
She  only  wanted  to  have  time  to  prepare  for  fightirtg 
with  advantage.  War  was  necellary  to  her  projedls 
ofinvafion. 

Inceflantly  preoccupied  with  her  grand  defigns, 
Catharine  .appeared,  fometimes,  to  be  entirely  en- 
groflcd  in  the  purfuit  of  pleafure.     Her  time  was  fo 
IkilfuUy  apportionicd,  that  fhe  contrived  to  have  a   . 
fufficiency  for  tranfa<3ting  bufinefs  with  her  minifters, 
for  devifing  new  plans  of  legiflation,  for  writing  with* 
her  own  hand  the  orders  difpatched  to  her  ambafla- 
.dors  and  generals,  for  maintaining  a  regular  corref- 
pondence  with  tncn  of  letters  and  artifts,  for  ftatedly 
giving  audience  to  her  fubjec^s,  for  .  participating  in 
all  the  amufements  of  her  court,  and  for  managing 
her  anjorous  intrigues.     Conilant  to  the  calls  of  am- 
bition, ihe  was  frequently  faithlcfs  in  love,  and  the 
arts  of  coquetry  were  as  dear  to  her  as  to  the  refl  ot 
womajikind.  :.      ' 

Scarcely  had  fhe  returned  to  Pcterfburgh  when 
Potemkin  ceafed  to  be  the  object  of  her  tender  affcq-    ^ 
tions.     She  loaded  hitn  with  benefits  :  it  appeared  as 
if  fhe  had  riot  honours  and  dignities  fufficient  to  la-, 
vifh  upon  him.     She  profeffed  to  love  him,  and  him 
only,  and  her  heart*  was  ajready  decidedly  beftowed' 
on  another*     A  young  Ukrainian,  named  ZawadpftV 
Iky,  was  fecr.etly  in  pofleflion  of  her  favours.     She 
began  with  making  him  her  fecretary.     Almofl  im- 
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mediately  (he  openly  avowed  bim  to  be  her  favojjirite. 

"This  cbangc  produced  s  feene  very  extraordinary  at 

-the  court  of  Catharine.  When  fti^  bad  onc^  ifllied 
an  order,  there  w^5  an  apparent  impoilibility  of  it^' 
remaining  unexecuted.  She  infifted,  in  every  cafe, 
on  being  obeyed.  Now  it  is  well  kqown  that  the 
difgraced  favourite  always  received  order$  to  fet  out 
mpon  his  travel 9 j  and  that  he  wa»  never  noore  pen- 
jnitted  to  prefent  himfelf  to  the  Emprefs  till  fbe 
vouchfafed  to  rccal  him.  The  lofty  Orloff  himfelf 
had  fubmitted  to  this  regulation.  Potemkin  had  the 
boldnefs  t^^neglecSl  it.  When  he  received  the  fatal 
order  he  feigned  ccmpliance,  and  next  day  came  and 
very  calmly  took  his  place  oppofite  to  the  Etpprefe 

"at  the  moment  flie  was  going  to  make  up  her  party 
at  whifl:.  Without  expreffing  difpleafure  at  Potem- 
lin's  prefamption  and  difobedience,  Catharine  held 
put  a  card  to  him,  and  told  him  he  was  a  very  fortunate 
player,  without  faying  ^  word  more  about  his  with- 
drawing from  court.  Potemkin  retained  his  honours, 
his  employmentSj  bis  credit,  and  fi  on^  being  the 
lover,  became  the  friend  of  the  Euiptefs.  Zawa- 
dofisky  pofiefJed  the  art  of  pleating;  but  Potemkii^ 
had  rendered  himfelf  ufeful,  and  his  genius,  mo^e 
analogous  to  the  genius  of  Catharine  than  that  of 
any  other  of  her  lovers,  ceafed  not  to  maintain  it§ 
afceridancy. 

OrloiF,  however,  who  had  been  informed  rather, 
too  baftily  of  Potemkin's  difgrace,  flew  to  Peterf- 
burgh.     There  he  found  his  rival  ftill  enjoying^  not 

'  the  love,  but  the  confidence  of  the  fovereign.  Or- 
lofF  believed  it  poflible  for  him  to  recover  tfeat  con- 
fidence, while  a  lover,  young  and  unacquainted  with 
politics,  occupied  the  heart  of  Catharine  :M)e  was 
fpeedily  undeceived.  He  made  his  appearance  at 
court,  ki/red  the  Emprefs's  hand,  and  obferving  Bo- 
temkiu  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  her,  inftiantly  with^ 
drew  .aftd'  found  his  way  back  to  Mofcow. 

Courtiers  the  moil'  habituated  to  ftudy  the  Em- 
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prds,  could  not  divine  which  was  the  preferred  lover^ . 
They, did  not  believe  that  Potciiikin  would  taiuelj 
fuiTcnder  the  clairas  which  he  had  upon  the  heart  of 
that  Princefs :  they  forgot  that  in  the  prefence  of 
ambition  love  is  mute. 

.  Panin  feeiiied  to  be  plunged  more  deeply  th'aa 
ever  into  his.  unfeeling  indolence.  But  the  Emprels 
permitted  him  to  continue  in  his  employments,  both 
becaufe  his  long  fervices  merited  that  recqmpenfe^ 
and  becaufe  he  Itood  connecled  with  a  very  powerful 
party,  l^hat  party  eai'neftly  wiflied  to  fee  the  Gr$ind-r 
duke  redemand  a  throne  which  of  right  belonged  ttf, 
bim,  and  would  undoubtedly  have  ftrained  every 
nerve  to  fupport  his  pretenfions.  But  the  longani- 
mily  of  the  Prince,  and  the  refpe6i  he  bore  to  his 
mother,  repelled  every  ambitious  idea.  The  Em 
prefs^  neyerthelefs,  who  fometimes  forgot  what  her 
ion  hiid  no  wift>  to  attempt,  and  dwelt  on  what  it 
was  poffible  for  him  to  do,  was  not  free  from  anxiety. 
She  dreaded  all  thofe  whom  (he  believed  capable  of 
fuggcfting  bold  counfels  to  that  Prince,  and  inucl> 
moreftill  thofe  who  could  arm  in  his  behalf. 

Thefe  apprehcniions  had  r>ot  efcaped  the  penetra- 
tion of  the  Kinp:  of  Pruflla.  From  the  heart  of  Bran- 
deburgh  he  difccrned  every  thing  that  paflcd  through 
the  foul  of  Catharine,  and  dextrooily  took  advantiige 
of  it.  He  knew  that  he  hiinfelf  was  the  pnly  per-  * 
fon  vvlio  could  cfFc6UialIy  fupport  the  rights  of  the 
Grand-duke.  Accordingly,  whenever  he  wilhed  tet 
make  the  Emprefs  adopt  his  views,  he  never  tailed  \ 
to  expreis  the  cordial  intereft  he  took  in  her  fon. 
The  fufpicions  of  Cath^u'inc  were  rou fed,  and,  in  or^ 
der  to  prcfervc  FrederiekV:  friendlhip,  no  lacrilicc 
ibemed  too  dear.  ' 

The  Grand-duke  h«ad  cooccived  a  warm  attaeh- 
rnent  to  Count  Andrew  liazoumoliiky.  He  admit- 
ted bim  into  all  his  parties,  and  rcpofcd  entire  con- 
fidence in  him.  The  Empreis,  who  well  kixew  thi5 
dariqg  fpirit  of  Ra^soumofrsky,  took  the  alarm  at  this 
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intimacy,  and,  refolved  to  break  it  off.   RazoumofFsky 
himfelf  furnifhed  her  with  an  opportunity.     Catba- 
riue  remarked  fome  -figns  of  a  good  underftanding 
between  him  and  the  Grand-dutchefs.     She  had  no 
difficulty  in  believing  that  RazoumofFsky  had  the 
afliiranee  to  entertain  loofe  ideas  on  the  perfon  oftbq 
Princefs,  and'  hinted  it  to  the  Grand-duke.     That 
Prince  could  not  be  perfuaded  there  was  any  foilnda- 
tion  for  his  mother's   fufpicions ;  but,  without   re- 
training his  kindnefs  from   Ra2:oumofFsky^  refolved 
within  himfelf  to  obferve  his  deportment,  and  re- 
commended to  his  confort  to  maintain  the  flridleft 
referve.     Whethetfit  be  that  in  truth  the  Grand-, 
dutchefs  already  had  fome  inclination   for   Razou-  . 
piofFsky,  or'- whether  the  reftraint  impofed  on  her 
niftiially  infpircd  that  inclinatian,  (he  kept  up  afecret 
correfpondence  with  him.    It  is  alleged  (he  went  ftiU  . 
farther:  flie  meditated  revenge  agaipfi  the  woman  who 
had  infinuated  a  fufpieion  of  her  virtue  to  her  huf- 
band,  arid  engaged  in  political  iritrigues,  which  could 
not  fail  to  be  ofFenfive  to  the  Emprefs,     Whether 
her  proje(Ss  had  a  foundation  in  truth  or  not,  fho 
was  not  allowed  time  to  put  them  in  execution  :  Ibc 
died   in  phild-bed.     The  lofs  of  her  drevy^own  on 
Catharine  the  imputation  t)f  one  crime  more. 

As  fopn  as  the  Grapd-dutchcfs  had  breathed  her 
laft,  the  Emprefs  put  on  the  femblance  of  being 
overwhelmed  with  grief,  and  retired  to  Tzarlko- 
Z^lo,  taking  the  Grand-duke  with  her.  That  Prince 
was  penetrated  with  unaffc6led  forrow.  Ncverthelefs,', 
after  his  depreflion  was  fomewhat  abated,  he  examin- 
ed the  papers  of  his  confort,  and  found  among  them 
Razoumpffsky's  letters.  He  immediately  carried  theqi 
to  his  mother,  and  demanded  vengeance  on  the  man 
who  had  dared  to  difobcy  her  prders.  The  Empreis, 
afraid  that  this  cprre(j)ondence  migivt  make  too  much 
noife,  and  not  vvitbing  to  break  with  the  fon  of  the 
hetman  who  had  formerly  ferved  her  fo  well,  gave 
\M,\\  however  to  the  refeutnicnt  of  the  Grand- duke. 

But 
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But  inflead  offending  RazonmofFsky  to  Siberia,  ibe 
exiled  him  to  Venice,  with  the  title  of  envoy  extra- 
ordinary. Razoumoffsky  had  already  been  entrufted 
with  enibaffies  of  importance.  He  was  fenfible  that 
this  ncw'miffion  proceeded  from  difpleafure.  *He  di4 
not  hefitate  at  the  fame  time  to  accept'  it.  The  Em- 
prefs  afterwards  appointed  him  her  minifter  at  the 
court  of  Naples.  He  was  (lijl  Jn^that  city  when  the 
Grand-duke  travelled  through  Italy ;  and  it  Was  re- 
marked, that  during  his  refidence  at  Naples,,  the 
Prince  fent  a  prohibition  to  Razoumpffsky  to  appear 
in  his  prcfence.  *     . 

A  few  days  before  the  death  of  the  Grand-dutch'efs 
Prince  H,enry  of  Pruffia  arrived  at  Peterlburgh.  Fre- 
derick being  informed,  that  while  the  bufinefs  of  the 
demarkation  of  Poland  was  going  forward,  the  com- 
miffaries  of  the  partitioning  powers  could  agree  nei- 
ther among  themfelves,  nor  with  the  Polanders,  had 
defired  his.  brother  to  go  and  confer  with  the  Em- 
prefs,  and  terminate  the  differences  which  were  dili- 
gently forrtented  between  the  court  of  Ruliia  and 
that  of  Pruffia.  Prince  Henry  haftened  to.  procure 
him  that  fatisfaidlion. 

The  fame  honours  were  paid  the  Pririce  as  on  his 
firft  viiit  to  Rufiia.  .He  entered  the  capital  at  a  very 
late  hour.  It  was  the  evening  before  Eafter.  ^  The 
Emprefs,  ever  difpofed  to  flatter  the  fuperfliitious 
propenfjty  of  the  multitude,  pafled  the  greateft  part 
of  the  night  at  church  with  all  her  court.  Prince 
Henry  did  not  fee  her  till  the  day  after.  '  He  had  fre- 
quent Gonverfations  with  her  in  private,  on  the  fub- 
jedl  of  the  obftacles  "which  retarded  the  fettjlement  of 
Poland,  and  found  little  difficulty  in  removing  them. 
It  was  in  one  of  thofe  converfations  that  the  Em* 
jDrefs  haying  ftarted  'fome  objcdtions,  the  Prince  fud- 
denly  made  this  reply  : — ^^  Madani,  I  perceive  a  cer^ 
^'  tain  method  to  terminate  every  difpute.  It  will 
*^  not  perhaps  be  acceptable  to  you,  out  of  confidera- 
"  tion  for  Poniatovvlky  ;  but  you  ought  to  approve  of 
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"  it,  for.it  h  poffible  to  tender  aOMndeainification  of 
"  much  more  value  to  that  monarch,  than  the  throne 
**  which,  is  inceflantly  tottering  under  him.  The  reft 
"  of  Pdand  iBuft  be  divided." 

This  idea  was  cdngeaial  to  the  foul  of  the  anabN 
tioijs  Catharine^  and  the  annihilation  of  Poland  was 
determined. 

Scarcely  were  the  funeral  obfequies  of  the.  Grand- 
dutchefs  performed,  when  the.  Emprcfs  bethought 
hjtrfelf  of  providing  another  bride  for  her  fon.  She 
told  Prince  Henry  that  fhe  had  cfift  her  eyes  on  the 
Pririoefs  of  Wurtemberg,  his  niece,  and  that  fbe 
tififhed  to  fee  her  united  to  the  Grand-duke. 

The  Princefe  of  Wurtemberg  was  already  promifed 
to  the  hereditary  Prince  of  Darraftadt.  "But  Prince 
Henry,  judging  that  the  empire  of  Ruffia  would  be  a 
much  niore  valuable  object  for  her  than  the  landgra- 
¥iate  of  Hefle,  went  to  work  immediately  to  diflolve 
her  prior  engagements.  He  difpatch-ed  a  courier  to 
the  King  of  Pruilia  ta  inform  him  of  the  Emprefe's 
intentions,  and  to  jequ^  bis  co-operation.  Frede- 
rick did  not  hefitate  a  moment.  The  union  propofed 
by  his  brother  was  too  favourable  to  the  project  of 
Hiore  clofely  connecting  Ruflia  and  fruffi^,  to  admit 
of  any  thought  of  difficulty  as  to  the  meana  of  effcft- 
ing:  it.  He  knew  of  the  paiEon  with  which  the  Prin- 
ce^ of  Wurtemberg  l)ad  infpired  the  Peinee  of  Hefle- 
Darmftadt ;  -  but,  when  political  interefts  were  to  be 
promoted,  what,  fignified  fove  in  the  eltimation  of 
Frederick  ?  He  himfelf  talked  to  the  young  Prince^i 
*and  fo  dextroufly  managed  his  afcendant  over  him, 
that  the  lover  was  made  to  believe  his  duty  and  hisi 
glory  were  concerned  i^n  makii>g.thc  lacriticc  of  his 
affections. 

Sure  of  the  acquiefcence  of  the  Prince  of  Hefle- 
Darmitach,  Frederick  difp^itched  the  tt^eceflary  iur-  , 
ftruMftions  to  Prince  Henry,  and  intimiited  that  the 
family  of  the  pKincefs  of  Wurtemberg  could  never 
think  of  oppc^ng  the  elevation  of  their  daughter. 
^  ;  He 
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He  at  the  iaiue  time  iavited  the  Grand-duke  to  pay 
him  a  vifit  at  .Berlin,  as  he  wifhed,  before  matters 
were  brought  to  a  conclufion,  that  the  Prince  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  feeiog  his  intended  confort^ 
He  was  bimfelf  very  happy  to  lay  hold  of  the  prcfent 
qccafion  to  procure  a  perfonal  iaterview  with  Paul 
Petrovvitz. 

The  Emprefs,  perfe<SUy  fatisfied  with  all  tbefe  ar- 
rangements, made  very  confiderablc  preparations  for 
her  fon's  journey  to  Berlin  in  company  with  Prince 
Henry.  She  affigoed  40,000  roubles  to  defray  the 
Princefs  of  Wuftemberg's  travelling  expenfes*  She 
lent  for  Marefchal  RomanzofF  to  Peterfburgh,  from 
bis  refidenee  at  his  government  of  the  Ukraine^  and 
charged  him  to  attend  the  Grand-duke  to  Berlinv 
"  To  the  friendlhip  of  Prince  Henry/'  faid  (he,  "  and 
"  to  the  zeal  of  the  moft  illuftrious  fupporter  of  my 
"  throne  only,  could  I  have  confided  the  pcrfon  of 
"  my  fon.'* 

The.  Grand- duke  fet  out  firft  from  TzarJ[ko-Zelo ; 
Prince  Henry  took,  leave  of  the  Empcls  next  day^ 
-Whatever  might  be  the  real  fentimenisof  that  Prin- 
cefs, ^fhc  difcovered  very  powerful  emotions  at  the 
moment  of  fcparation.  Scarcely  had  they  joined 
company  at  Riga  when  they  received  feverai  letters 
from  her.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  that  which  flic 
t^rote  with  her  own  hand  to  Prince  Henrv. 

"  I  take  the  liberty  to  forward  to  your  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  four  letters  which  I  mentioned,  and  w^hich 
you  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  take  under  your 
**  charge.  '  The  firii  is  fgr  tbc^  King  your  brother, 
*^  and  the  others  for  thfe  Princes  and  Princefles  of 
"  Wurtemberg.  Permit  me  to  entreat,  fliould  the 
'^  heart  of  my  foia  declare  in  favour  of  the  Princels 
"  Sophia-Dorothea,  as  I  have  no  doubt  it  will,  that  you 
would  deliver  the  laii  three  according  to  their  ad- 
A\qX%  and  fupport  their  contents  with  the  perfuafive 
eloqaence  God  ha&  beftovved  on  you. 

^   ^  ^^The 
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The  convincing  and  repeated  prooft  of  friend- 
fliip  which  you  have  given  me,  the  high  efteem  I 
**  have  conceived  of  }iQjar  virtues,  and  the  extent  of 
^*  confidence  with  which  they  have  iafpired  nie,  per- 
^^  mit  me  not  for  a  moment  to  doubt  of  the  fucccfs 
*^  of  an  affair  which  I  have  fo  much  at  heart.    Could 

^  I  have  cntrufted  it  to  better  hands  ? 

,  •  ,  ,..  . 

^'  Your  Royal  Highnefs  is  affu redly  a  fingular  ne- 
*^  gotiator :  pardon  my  friendship  this  expreffion, 
"  But  I  do  not  believe  there  ev^r  exifled  an  inftance 
*''  of  a  tranfaition  of  this  nature,  condudled  as  it  has 
^'  been,/  far  it  is  the  production  pf  fp^endihip  and  ot 
**  conjSdence  the  moft  unreferved. 

This  Princefs  (hall  be  the  pledge  of  it.     I  fhall 
''  never  be  able  to  look  upon  her  without  recollecting 
*    ^  *'  in  what  manner  the  bqfinefe  commenced^  proceed- 

ed and  terminated,    between  the    royal  houfe  of 
Pruffia  and  that  of  Ruflta-.     May  it  pdrpetuatethe.  • 
union  fublifting  between  us  !  .^ 

I  conclude  with  thanking  your  Royal  Highnefs^^ 
*^^  in  the  moft  affe6tionate  terms^  for  all  the  atten- 
•^  tions  yop  have  paid,  ajl  the  pains  you  have  taken  ; 
*^  and  I  entreat  you  to  reft  affured  that  my  gratitude,. 
**^  my  friendihip,  my  efteem,  the  high  confideration 
"  in  which  J  hold  you,  Ihall  terminate  only  with  niy 

"  Catharine. 
'' Tzarfko-ZeJoy  llth  June  ITfQ:' 

•  After  having  pafled  twentyrfour  hours  at  Riga^ 
and  reviewed  the  evolutions  of  feveral  regiments  enr 
camped  at  fome  diftance  from  the  city',. the  two  Prin- 
ces repaired  to  Mittau,  where  they  were  entertained 
ty  the  Duke  of  Courland.  This  duke  was  the  fon  of 
the  celebrated  Erncft-John  de  Biren,  who  had  juft 
clofed  in  tranquillity  his  long  and  tempeftuous  career. 
The  Grand-duke  was  received  at  Berlin  with  the 
honours   due  to  the  heir  of  the  throne  ofRnffia. 
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Prince  Henry  prefented  him  to  the  King,  who  iiad 
advanced  to  meet  him  as  far  as  the  door  of  his  apart*- 
.  iTient,     The  Grand-duke,  on  coming  into  his  Ma- 
Jefty's  prefence,  addrefled  him  in  thefe  terms : 

"  Sire,  the  motives  which  have  induced  me  to  come 
"  from  the  extremities  of  the  north  to  thefe  fbrtunato 
*^  climes,  ,are  the  defire  of  afliiringyou  of  the  friend- 
**  fliip  which  ought  foi*  ever  to  unite  Ruffia  and 
**  Prirflia,  and  impatience  to  behold  a  Princefs  A^* 
*^  tined  vto  mount  the  throne  of  the  Mufrovites,  la 
*^  receiving  her  from  your  hands,  I  can  coni^dentlj 
^^  ptomife  that  Princefs  wiU  be  more  dear  both  to  mc^ 
'^^  and  to  the  nation  over  which  flic  is  caHed  to  reign. 
*'  Finally,  I  obtain  what  I  have  long  wifhed  for;  in 
**  contemplating  the  greateft  of  heroes,  the  admira- 
*Vtion  of  the  prefent  age,  and  a  prodigy  to  pof- 
"'terity-'" 

"^  Frederick  haftened  to  reply:- — ^^  I  do  riot  merit, 
*^  Prince,  fuch  an  culogium.  You  behold  in  me 
*^  only  a  poor  valetudinarian,  with  hairs  filvered  by  * 
"  dge.  But  believe  me,.  I  confider  myfelf  lingularly 
*^  happy  in  receiving  within  thefe  \talls  the  refpc^- 
*^  able  heir  of  a  puiflant  empire,  the  only  fon  of  my 
*^  beft  friend,  of  Catharine  the  Great/' 

The  Pruffian  monarch  then  tunie(|  to  Marefchal 
RomanzofF,  and  added : — "  Conqueror  of  the  OUo 
/^  mans,  moft  welcome !    I  perceive  a  Itrikfng  re- 
"  femblance  between  you  and  my  general  Winter- 
^' field."  ^ 

"  Sire,'>eplied  the  Marefehal,  "  Ifhould  be  flat- 
^*^  tered  to  refemble,  even  imperfe<5tly,  a  general  who 
**  ha^  difiinguilbed  himfelf  fo  glorioufly  in  the  fer^- 
"  vice  of  Frederick." 

"  Ah  1"  replied  the  King,  "you  ought  to  value. 
"  yourfelf  much  more  on  viiSlories  which  will  tranf- 
"  mit  your  nanie  to  the  lateft  pofterity."  . 

After  half  an  hour's  converfation  with  Frederick, 
the  Grand-duke  was  introduced  into  the  Queen's 
apartment,  where  the  whole  cQurt  had  aflcmbled, 
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There  he  few  the  Princefs  of  Wurtcmberg.    Their 
nuptials  were  iiTimediately  fettled; 

Feftivals  fac<!:eeded  feftivals  at  Charlottenburgh, 
at  Potfdam,  at  Sans-Souci.  But  that  which  muft 
have  bcen-tnoft  highly  gratifying  to  Marefchal  Ror 
manzofF,  was  the  fpeftacle  of  the  military  exercifes 
of  the  ^garrifon  of  Potfdam.  Frederick  made  his 
troops  manoeiivre  by  fquare  battalions,  in  imitation 
of  the  bloody  battle  of  Ragou!,  in  which  18,000 
Ruffians,  wnder  the  command  of  RomanzofF,  had 
conquered  ico,ooo  Ottomans. 

Prince  Henry  afterwards  carried  the  Grand-duke 
to  Rheinfberg,  where  be  entertained  him  with  a  ban- 
quet which  laftcd  four  days,  and  in  which  he  dif- 
played  no  lefs  tafte  than  fumptuoufnefs. 

On  leaving  Rheinfberg,  Paul  Petrowitz  returned 
to  Pcterfburgh.  The  Princefs  of  Wurtembefg  foon, 
followed"*  1She  embraced  the  Greek  religion,  and  was 
joined  in  wedlo^  to  the  Grand-diike.  Twenty  years 
after  their  marriage  this  couple  ntounted  together  the 
throne  of  Ruffia. 

Catharine  having  given  a  fecond  confort  to  her 
ion,  extended  the  boundaries  of  hervaft  empire,  and 
extinguifhed  the  flames  of  fedition  in  the  moft  diftant 
provinces,  feejned  to  have  nothing  left  but  to  fit 
down  quietly  and  enjoy  the  plenitude  of  her  power* 
But  a  fiate  of  repofe  was  not  adapted  to  her  ambi* 
tiousfoul;  tranquil' pleafu res  were  not  Efficient  for 
her  reftlefs  genius.  She  ftill  eagerly  panted  for  glory, 
or  rather  for  celebrity,  which  fhe  too  frequently  con- 
founded with  true  glory ;  and  tl>ere  waB  nothing  (he 
would  not  have  fecf ificed  to  this  infttiable  appetite. 
When  her  armies  ceafed  to  gather  laurels  beyond  her 
ironticrs,  Parne  was  confirained  to  prepare  for  her 
triumphsof  a  different  kind.  JEuropc  refouridod  with 
the  report  of  the  dazzling  a<5ls  of  her  numificence, 
of  the  encouragement  (he  gave  to  the  icicnces  and 
the  arts,  of  the  prizes  (he  a(iigned  to  talents,  of  the 
benefits  (he  conferred  on  foreigners,  and  of  the  ntf- 
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Hieroos  m-ftitutions  which  ftic  created  to  increase  the 
i^iduftry  and  riches  of  licr  people.    Certain  flatterers, 
well  paid  for  their  labour,  eaiphatically  trumpeted 
abroad ' al  1  tbefe  fa^s,  and  the  ccboing  of  gazette?'  ' 
multiplied  the  noife  <yi  them.     The  academy  of  Pe- 
teriburgb,  which  reckoned  among  its  members  many 
\      men  defervedly  <5ekbrated,  but  was  not  the  leaft  ad- 
di^Sled  to  adulation  of  all  academies,  fometimes  made 
the  premature  apotheofis  of  Oatharine.     When  that 
Princcfs  did   not  attend  their  fittings,  they  dredled 
HI  the  place  which  (he  would  have  occupied,  a  buft 
repre(§nting  her,  with  the  attributes  ofi\linerva.    It 
muft  be  admitted,  however,  that  Catharine  did  not, 
in  every  refpedl,  refemble  the  chafte  daughter  of  Ju- 
piter. .       .         ' 
'  Grt'egory  OjrlofF,  who  had  returned  to  court  without 
bciifig  recalled,  feemed  to  have  been   infenfibly  re- 
conciled to  behold  Potemkin  occupying  the  firft  place 
by  the  fide  of  CatharineV  throne.     Potemkin,  elated 
with  the, credit  he  pofleffed,  and  more  felicitous  to 
preferve  unlimited  power  than  the  afFe6tions  of  the 
Ei^prefs,  calmly  permitted  'her  to  indulge  her  incli-  - 
nation  toward  Zawadoflfsky^     For  eighteen  months 
this  laft  occupied  the  place  of  fubaltern  favourite, 
when  all  of  a  fudden  his  ^ambition  caught  fire.     He 
had  the  eMmple  of  Potemkin  before  his  eyes.     He 
believed  it  pofiiUle,  like  him,  to  pals  from  the  arms 
of  the  Emprefs  into  the  poft  of  prime  minifter.    But,    * 
in  order  to  this,  it  was'necefl^ary  to  drive  Potemkin 
from  it.     To  this  arduous  undertajjiing  he  vigoroufly* 
applied  himfelf     He  endeavoured  to  render  the  def- 
potifm  of  Potemkin  hateful  to  the  fovereign.    He 
got   himfejf  feconded  by  difco.ntentcd  officers,    by 
envious  courtiers,  by  women  of  ability  and  intrigue. 
Potemkin,  informed  of  thofe  , cabals,  and  more  in- 
telligent than   his  rival,   refolved  to  fupplant  him. 
Chance  almoft  inftantly  furnifhed  him   with  an  op- 
portunity. 

A  young 
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A  young  Servian,  named  Zoritz,  an  ofRcerof  huf- 
fars,  had  come  to  Peterfbiirgh  to  Iblicit  preferment. 
He  was  tall^  very  finely  formed^  and  every  way  cal- 
culated to  excite  the  inclinations  of  a  Voluptuous  wo- 
man. Potemkin,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  Car* 
tharine's  inconftancy  and  violence  of  appetite^  gave 
Zoritz  a  captain's  cbmmiflion,  and  made  him  throw 
Limlelf  in  the  Emprefs's  way.  She  did  not  fail  to' 
diftinguifh  him.  The  next  day  Zawadoftbky  was  dif-. 
iniffed.     Zoritz  replaced  him. 

Zaw^dofFsky,  who  had  already  received  many  fub- 
ftantial  marks  of  Catharine'^  bounty,  got  at  the  mo- 
ment of  his  difmiffion  a  gratuity  of  90,000  roubles,' 
an  addition  of  4000  to  his  annual  penfion^  and  a: 
conliderable  landed  eflate. 

Zoritz  at  the  fame  time  received  an  ^ftate  in  land 
worth  120,000  roubles,  befides  the  ufual  prelents,;  it 
great  part  of  which  the  greedy  Potemkin  took  care 
to  fqueeze  out  of  him.  This  new  lover,  without 
education,  without  experience,  could  not  poffibly 
give  unibragc  to  the  lofty  Potemkin.  Content  with 
minifiering  in  obfcurity  to  the  pleafures  of  the  Em- 
prefs,  the  only  advantage  he  derived  from  the  favour 
he  poiTefled,  was  to  ftrengthen  the  credit  of  the  man 
to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  it.  It  was  .with  Po- 
temkin alone  that  Catharine  weighed  the  deftinie^ 
of  Europe, 
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PoUlical  -Relations  hefween  Ri0a  and  D^iark- — I,rn- 
perious  Qo7zdu0  of  the,  Ruffian  Miivfiers  at  Cope^ 
'       kagen—Str&enffe — Ben^orff^—Ceffion  of  Schiytfng 
—Political  Stale  of  Sivt  '         "    '  "'        " 

■  terjburgh-— Treaty  of  C 
the  Favourite  Zoriii: — -, 
■him — jiirmaTiients  ^f  Rit^ 
and  Aufiria'~Peace  of  ^ 
'■ — ■Caihqrimi's  £^xci(rfioH 
PuterJhurgh^-^-Ff-ederick 
0ifm'0on  of  Korzakoff— 

Eierc^.  "  '         ' 

ir^ROjwI  the  devatidn  bf  CatUrine  II.  to  tbp 
.,r  throiie  of  Ruffia,  the  goHrt  gf  ^etci^urgji  ]ifi,^ 
never  ccgfed  tp  maintain  ptilitical  connedliptls  witji 
that  of  Copenh|ag?n,  or  rather  to,  exercife  ,3  posil'effijt 
influence  over  it.  This  rnflU^c^,*  th,e  woft  of  Pe- 
.ter  I.  underwent  fpme  interruption  duriqg.the  ati- 
hiinifttation  of  his  fucceflqrs.  Catharine) II.  reflore^ 
it  to  full  vigour.  That  Princefs  did  ntit  i^lierit^the 
animofity  and  t|he  projetSs  of  Peter  III.  ag^iivft  Den- 
mark:.fhe  attacked  it  neitlierwith  her  fqqa<lrorjS  ppr. 
her  atmies;  but  fhe  knew  how  to  keep  the  iiabiriQt  9f 
,that  kingdom  long  floating ;  l;ietween  hope  pf  obtain-  ■ 

.ingthe  entire  cefliop  of  Scblefffig,  and. .the  i^^r-i^f 
feeing  itfelf  deprived  of  that  .important  pofl^fl^^yn.  ;,; 

A  farther  intereft  ftiil  hpld  the  coqrt  of  Cqpenhi^gen  ;' 

attached  to  that  of  Peterlburgh  :  ftic  qpijld  nctf;  be- 
lieve herfelf  to  be  perfe^ly  fgcwrcd  agiiiti^  the  anjjl^i-        .»  W 
tion  of  the  Kings  of  Pruifia  and.  Of  Sweden  byt  by'  > 

■  the  alliance  pf  Huffia;  for  this  regfan  (he  made  coft-  X^ 
tinual  efforts  to  draw  itjll  deafer  the  bonds  of  that  al-  ■  .,"* 
lisnce.  Sh?  has  been  frcqufplly  fqen,  vpd^r  the  '*■"' 
reign  of  ^lieJEjnprefs  ?liza>^th,  tg  pyrsjiafe,  %  prc- 
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fents,  the  good^will  of  the  miniftcrs  and  favourites 
of  that  Princefs^  and  even  fometimes  to  penfion  them. 
Could  fhe  then  be  lefs  generbus  towards  thofe  of  Ca- 
tharine, or  were  they  themfelves  mofe  difficult  than 
the  former  ?     Whatever  might  he  the  cafe,  as  fooiv 
as  Catharine  thought  herfelf  eftabliflied   upon  her 
throne,  fhc  wiflied  to  domineer  over  Denmark  as 
well  as  the  reft  of  the  north,  and  took  no  more  pains 
to  preferve  a  good  underftanding  with  that  court. 
*'  She  commenced  by  repaying  with  ingratitude  the 
Count  de  Ranzau-Afchberg,  who  was  minifter  from 
Denmark  to  Peterfburgh  in  17§1.     Ranzau,  a  wit- 
nefs  of  the  preparations  which  Peter  III.  was  making 
in  order  to  conquer  Holfteiai,  attached* himfelf  to  the 
party  of  the  Eroprefs,  and  even  formed,  a  clofe  con- 
nection 'with  Gregory  OrlofF.     The  Emprefs  nlade 
ufe  of  him  to  co-operate  with  her  in  rendering  odi- 
ous the  war  which  her  hufband  was  undertaking ; 
and  OrlofF  let  him  into  the  fecret  of  the^confpiracy 
forming  againft  that  Prince.  Flattered  with  this  con- 
fidence, Ranzau  gavd  OrlofF  fome  ufeful  counfels,  and 
feconded  him  with  aH  his  power.     The  confpiracy 
was  fuccefsful.     Ranzau  was  at  firft  favourably  re- 
ceived by  Catharine ;  but  in  a  {hort  time  coldnefs, 
and  even  difdain,  fucceeded  to  the  firft  emotions  of 
fatisfaCtion,   and    Ranzau,    highly  diflatisfied   with 
the  Emprefsand  the  favourite,  took  thb  road  to  Deri- 
mark  again. 

Catharine,  who  without  doubt  took  pleafure  in 
humiliating  the  court  of  Cppenhagen,  chofe  Saldern 
for  her  envoy  extraordinary  to  that  court.  Sal4ern, 
born  in  Holftein  of  very  obfcure  parents,  had  at  firft 
occupied  a  petty  fituation  ^t  Tritau,  from  which  he 
had  caufed  hitnfelf  to  be  turned  out  for  fome  mifde- 
meanor:  he  afterwards  went  to  feek  his  fortune  in 
Ruffia.  Intriguing  and  audacious,  he  introduced 
himfelfat  the  court,  arid  fucceeded  there.  When 
the  Emprefs  fent  him  to  Copenhagen,  he  condudted 
himfelf  with  an  infolence  which  recalled  more  for- 
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cifely  bis  extra(9^ion,  and  the  difgrace  with  which:  be 
had  been  diftniiled  from  his  firft  employment, :  *  Hd 
prefumed  to  fpeak  to  the  Danifti  monarch  and  to  his; 
minifters  with  a  difgufting  haughtinefs.  He  wifhed 
for  information  on  every  tranfacSion  which  was  carry- 
ing-on,,,and  dictated,  in  a  menacing  tone,  the  man* 
Her  in  which  it  ought  to  be  decided.  It  was  Saldcra 
who,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  council  arid  the 
inclination  of  the  people,  determined. the  King- of 
Denmark  to  travel  through  France  and  Englandj  a 
journey  the  confequences  of  which  have  been  fo 
fatal  to  that  feeble  Prince  and  to  his  imprudent  .con- 
fort.  ' 

Saldern  did  not  content  himfelf  with  prying  into 
the  affairs  of  ftate,  he  intermeddled  in  the  concerns  ^ 
of  the  King's  houfehold,  and  directed  hismoli'trivialf 
a6lions.     He  placed  around  him  perfons  upoti  whofe 
devotednefs  he  might  depend,  "and  banifhed  all  tbpfe 

•  who  feemed  to  him  of  a  contrary  difpofition.  In  a 
word,  heexercifed  a  defpotifm  at  the  feme  time  arro- 
gant and  defcending  to  the  minuteft  trifle. 

When  the  Emprefs  recalled  Saldern  from  Copen- 
hagen, fhe  rJ^placed  him  by  PhilofophofF,  not  left 
haughty,  and  not  lefs  jealous  of  maintaining  the  af- 
cend^nt  of  his  court.  PhilofophofF  very  foon  acquired 
at  Denmark 'the  fame  credit  as  his  predcceflbr:  This 
was  not,  to  fay  truth,  very  difficult.  The  monarch 
was  filly,  his  council  timid.  The  Ruffian  .minifler 
hkd  only  to  pronounce  the  nameof  Holflein,  in  order 
fo  behold  every  thing  fubfervient  to  his  will*  :We 
Ihall  here  produce  an  inftarice  of  the  tnquifitorial  au- 
thority which  PhilofophofF  arrogated  to  himfelf. 
^  The  Count  de  Saint-Germain  was  charged  at  Den- 
tnark  with  the  adminiftration  of  the  war  xlepartment. 
Kving  in  a  flridl  intimacy  with  the  Count  de  Gortz, 
a  Vety  diflinguifhed  German  officer^  he  offered  hini  a 

'fituation  in  the  Danifh  army,  after  having  obtained 
the  conferit  of  the  monarch  to  it,  PhilofophofF  was 
inforoaed  of  this ;  and  whether  it  was  that  he  had 
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ftmie  particular  rcafon  for  difliking  the  Count  de 
Gortz,  or  whether  he  did  not  chufe  that  an  o^p^r 
oftmritfbould  enter  into  the  feryice  of  Dewftrki 
be  immedtately  wrote  to  the  King : — *^  I  have  juft 
**  Jcarnt  that  you  have  offered  an  appojntin^t  ip'tiie. 
*^  fervlce  to  the  Count  de  Gortz.  I  have  orders  &em 
^^  Tuy  court  to  break  off  all  pommunicatipQ  with  yoi«^ 
^  and  to  quit  Copenhagen,  rather  than  pcrioit  thpib 
*^intriguing  and  datngerous  man  to  fix  his  refideppft 
**  near  you/'  Nothing  farther  was  necefl^ry  to  pre-* 
tent  the  Count  dc  Gortz  from  feeing  the  realization 
eftbe^oflfecs  which  had  been  made  him. 

However,  the  credit  of  PhilofophofF  diminiflied  .ift 
pwDportion  as  that  of  Struenfee  increafecf^  ^pd  ifc  was 
iiot  till  the  period  of  the  bloody  cataftraphe  of  this 
laft,  that  the  Ruffian  miatfter  re-affumed  his  infliir 
ience.  Pbilbibphoff  at  iirft  made  fooae  v&in  effi^rts 
to  remove  Struewfee  froxn  the  court.  He  had  ^gainljt 
kim'a  double  motiw  of  hatred  :  he  knew  thajt  Stru*? 
enfee  i«as  in  oppoiition  to  the  Ruffian  int^refty  $n4 
he  could  not  forget  that  be  had  been  the  means  of 
t$xi(ixig  him  to  lofe  the  iavours  of  ope  of  the  prettfeft 
women  in  Copenhagen.  Befides,  PhilofophofF  fup- 
ported  the  old  Cbujut  dc  Bernftorff^  who  Wfts  dfs- 
voted  to  Ruffia^  and  eoccluded  fr oio  th|i  tnini%y  fe)^ 
Striienfee.  -.     .  ^      • 

iiwill  not  attempt  to  retrace  thcfc  intrigues  in  1^^^ 
place.  It  is  well  known  what  wa^  the  fate  pffgtriv* 
enfcc,  who,  from  being  the  pbyficifin,  hecfi^pe  ,tbfi 
loter  of  the  youtig  Queen  CaroJir\e-Matild|i>  an4 
prime  minifter,  and  wbdfe  haughtincls  and  impruh 
dence  created  to  him  thofe  enemies  who  fh^ly  after 
dragged  him  tathe  fcaffold.  It  is  well  known  Jbat 
the  Queen  herfrlfwas  imprifoncd,  e».clu,ded  franpf,tl?§ 
throne,  and  exiled  to  Zell,  where  fhe  died  fropi-^s- 
«e<s  of  grief.  The  Ruffian  minifter  beheld  witli  jpy 
the  fuecefe  of  ithe  Gon^iracy. formed  ^ga'mft  RteW* 
enfee  and  the  young  Queen,  and  reaped  t-he  fruit* 

of  it.    The  Queen  dowjager  Julta-Mati^  Y^hP  b^^ 

brought 


1770.1  »MPRfiS9  d^  RUS#tA.  ^05 

brought  about  the  revolution,  held  in  h^r^hahdS  the 
reins  of  the  ft^te.  That  Princefs  was  far  f«)tti  hdVitig 
for  Ruffia  h  great  devbtedneft  as  the  liiifbft«h<i^fe 
King  under  whofe  name  fhe  governed.  Bttt  flife  AVas 
too  fagacious  not  to  be  fenfible  of  the  nectffity  of 
Tteeping  on  good  terms  with  Gatharine  SihJ'  her-  in- 
triguing minifter. 

Ranzaii  was  difmiflfed.  His  adlive  fpirit  g'av^  lin^- 
eafinefs  to  the  Queen,  whom  he  had  fo  feithfuUy 
terved.  But  although  (he  wifhed  to  remove  him  be- 
caufe  fhe  dreaded  him,  fhe  pretended  to  adopt  this 
meafure  only  out  of  complaiiance  for  Ruffia. 

The  old  Count  de  Bernftorff  was  already  dead. 
PhilofophofF  delired  that  the  nephew  of  this  miniUcSr 
fhould  take  the  place  of  which  he  had  been  deprived. 
He  thought  him  worthy  of  it,  undoubtedly,  fronri  his 
attachment  to  Ruffia ;  the  Danes  muft  have  judged 
that  he  was  ftill  more  fo,  from  the  ability  with  which 
he  has  laboured  for  the  hiappinefs  of  his  country. 

BernftorfF  was  of  a  tmjdWc  ft^ture,  and  had  e 
noble  figure.  He  diftinguiflied  himfelf  frorti  his  early 
youth  by  his  politenefe,  his  modefty,  the  cleamefe  df 
his  underllanding,  and  the  moft  perfualive  eloquisnce. 
In  proportion  as  he  advanced  in  years,  his  excellent 
(Jiialitifes  became  more  confpicuous,  and  procured 
him  the  genera!  efteem  of  his  compatriots.  Liv- 
'ing  at  court,  and  devoted  to  the  fludy  of  politics,  be 
was  not  lefs  fittiple  in  his  manners,  nor  lefs  iJi^dif- 
jguifed  in  his  donverfation.  Though  a  ftatefmah,  hfc 
was  exttediely  fenfible ;  though  a  ipinifter,  he  faith- 
fully kept  his  Word.  Dilijgent  and  itidcFatigdble  in 
buiinefs,  he  had  a  quickhcfs'  o(  concep^tion,  and  a 
happy  manner  of  explaining  hjs  ideas.  The  enemy 
of  flatttfy,  indifferent  with  regard  to  pleafures,  dis- 
playing an  vmcotnmon  prefence  nf  mind,  and  a  tem- 
?er  unifortlily  eicjual,  he  ncvfer  allowed  himfelf  to  be 
ia^d  frptn  butfuing  the  ends  which  he  h&d  in  View. 
He  was  tife^er  ften  pufibd  tip  by  rpceefs,*  nor  caft 
down  fcyrteVhl-fb  bf  fortunfe.   If  he  tfijutophcd,  he 
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krfew  tbflt.he  would  very  ihortly  have  new  obftacles 
to  /urmount :  if  bis  defigns  mifcarried,  he  difcerned 
all  the.  refources  which  it.  was  ftill  in  the  power  of 
fortune  to  fupply.  His  only  fault  was  perhaps  rather 
tpO'great  an  attachment  to  his  own  opinions,  which 
Jie  always  defended  with  warmth  :  but  even  this  fault 
had  the  advantage  of  proving  J:hat  BernftorfF  did  not 
deceive,  and  never  wi(bed  to  deceive.  The  iflueof 
a  family  in  the  Eledlorate  of  Hanover,  BernftorfF  had 
a  great  prediledtion  for  the  Englifh  nation.  He  like- 
wife  knew  the  regard  which  it  was  bis  duty  to  feci 
for  the  court  of  Ruffia.  He  was,  notwithftanding, 
not  the  lefs  juft  toward  other  powers,  and  did  not 
the  lefs  zealoufly  labour  for  the  advantage  of  Den- 
mark,  to  which  he  confecrated  every  momeqt  of  his 
life. 

Scarcely  had  he  entered  into  the  miniftry,  when 
Bernftorff,  faithful  to  the  principles  of  his  uncle,  em- 
ployed himfelf  to  obtain  from  Ruffia  the-  ceffion  of 
that  part  of  Holftein  over  which  Ihe  had*  maintained 
claims.  He  was  not  ignorant  how  far  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  Ruffian  minifters  was  interefted  in  keep- 
ing Denmark  dependant  on  them  ;  but  it.was  in  the 
very  excefs,of  this  corruption  that  he  defcried  one  of 
the  methods  of  enfranchifing  her.  He  likewifc  knew 
that  the  pride  of  Catharine  would  with  difficulty  make 
Ijer  refolye  to  abandon  the  fmalleft  portion  of  her 
ftates,  and  he  undertook  ta  make  ufe  of  that;  very 
pride  to  perfuade  her  to  confent  to  that  furrender. 
PhilofophofF  was  firft  gained  over.  Several  chiefs  of 
the  government,  favourites,  fecretaries,  fold  their 
languag<i  or  their  fllence.  The  covetous  Saldern, 
feduced  by  confiderable  prefents,  did  not  hefitate  to 
titter  ^  language  totally  difterent  from  that  which  b^ 
had  till  then  held,  and  took  upon  himfelf  the  charge 
of  the  negotiation.  He  reprefented  to  the  Emprcfs, 
that  it  wjis  beneath  her  dignity  to  keep  pofleffion  of 
a  paltry  principality,  which  rendered  her  dependant 
op  the  empire  of  Germany.  The  haughty  Catharine, 
V    .  ;•  who 
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wbo  in  effe^  felt  herfelf  woatided  by  this  fpepies  ojf 
fubjedion,  believed  that  a  difcourfe^  dictated;  by  co^ 
vetoufnefs,  was  to  be  attributed  only  to  tbejnterqft 
taken  in  her  glory.  She  ceded,  in  the  name  of  b^^ 
fon,  all  claims  upon  Holftein,  for  the  counties  joS. 
Oldenburgh  and  of  Delmenhorfl,  which  Paul  P^trp-' 
witz  abandoned  at-  the  fame  time  to  the  Bifhop  of 
Lubec,  Prince  Frederick  Auguftus  of  Holfteia  Got- 
torp.  The  treaty  of  exchange  was  figned  at  Kiel, 
the  l6th  of  Noveiiiber  1773.  / 

That  event  occafioned  the  greateft  joy  at  Copen- 
hagen. #The  day  on  which  the  treaty  was  figned 
was  cdebrated  there  with  the  utmoft  magnificence. 
It  was  not  obferved  in  the  fame  manner  at  Peterf- 

* 

burgh.  Catharine  was  not  flow  of  perceiving  that  fhe 
had  been  the  dupe  of  the  flcill  of  Bern|lorfF.  Saldern, 
whofe  mifcondu6l  was  e^fily  proved,  fell  into  dif-* 
grace.  But  the  Emprels  confoled  herfelf  for  the  lofs 
ofHolftein  by  the  afllirance  of  poflfeflihg  in  Den- 
mark a  fubmiffive  ally,  and  always  ready  to  give  her 
affiftance  againfl:  Sweden.  •  - 

More  in  the  neighbourhood  of  RufiSa,  Sweden  has 
excited,  by  turns,  the  apprehenfipns  and  the  am- 
bition of  the  court  of  Peterfburgh.  '!^eter  L  had 
refolved  to  annihilate  that  power,  and  the  vidto- 
TJes  of  Charles  XII.  did  not  prevent  his  carrying  off 
from  him  four  of  his  moft  beautiful  provinces.  The 
fucceflbrs  of  this  Prince  have  inherited  his  projects, 
and  the  Ruffian  nation  keeps  up  an  implacable  hat- 
red againfl  a  people  whom,  in  the  end^  fhe  has  van- 
quifhed,  but  who  have  caufed  her  to  purchafe  her 
conquefts  by  oceans  of  blood.  jEvery  war  againfl 
Sweden  could  not  but  give  pleafure  to  that  ferocious 
and  revengeful  nation.  Every  meansof  crufhing  her 
rivals  could  not  but  be  deAr  to  the  court  of  Rufliia. 

The  Swedilh  noblefs,  divided  into  two  fa6lions, 
which  are  diflinguifhed  under  the  name  .of  O?/^  and 
of  HatSy  have  beep  by  tbeir  diflentions  but  too  fevour- 

C  c  4  able 
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able  to  the  atfibitibn  of  Ruffia.  When,  ander  the  reigq 
of  the  fimprefi  EU«beth,  Count  Panin  was  the  mi- 
riifter  of  that  Pri^cefs  at  Stockholm,  the  money 
which  he  fcattercd  with  profufion,  and  the  conncc- 
tfdns  which  he  formed,  gave  him  an  afcepdant,  of 
which  he  artfully  availed  himfelf  to  raife  an  oppoii- 
"ifen  in  the  fenate  to  the  court.  He  diredlod  the  one 
by.  his  intrigues,  he  reflraincd  the  other  by  terror. 
Conht  Oftermann  afterwards  imitated  and  furpaflQd 
him.  More  ardent,  more  active  than  Panin,  he  held 
S\Vedfen  in  a  fort  of  fubjection  ;  and  it  may  with  juf- 
IJce  be  afErmed,  that  during  the  life  of  Frederick 
j^dolphos,  the  fniniflcr  of  Hufiia  and  the  French 
atnbalfedpr  reigned  by  turns  in  Stockholm,  The 
CTfd  which  thp  Ruffian  minifter  had  in  view  was, 
without  doubt,  to  difpofe  Sweden  to  become  a  Ruf- 
liatTJ  province;  but  he  flattered  the  nobles  with  the 
hope  of  forming  a  republic  of  it,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  bis  Ibvereign,  a  proje6^  conceived  a  long  time 
before  by  them  anrd  by  Lord  Carteret,  ambafladdr 
frofn  En^gland.  * 

On  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  Guftavus  III.  hu- 
tniliated  at  the  influence  of  Ruflia  and  the  authority 
pfthe  fenate  of  Stockholm,  atternpted  to  deliver  him- 
felf from  this  double  yoke. 

Thfc  party  of  the  Caps,  who  domineered^ in  the 
fenate,  had  alio  the  prepondcrancy  in  the  diet  of 
1772.  Proud  of  the  power  whi<&h  they  had  fo  fre- 
quently dbufed  under  Frederick  Adolphus,  they 
wifiled  to  extend  its  bounds  under  his  fucceflbr,  and 
prefcribed  to  this  monarch  a  form  of  path  different 
from  that  which  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  ftate 
cxafted.  Gufl:avus  III.  figncd  th^t  form  without 
reading  it,  referving  by  that  rheans  to  hjmfelf  un- 
doutDt^dly  a  pretext  for  breaking  the  engagement 
which  be  was  forced  to  contra<^. 

This  Prince,  who  had  already  placed  all  hi§  con- 
fidence in  the  Counts  dc  Scheffer  and  de  Salza,  con- 
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perted  mibafiires  with  them  and  the  French  ambaOador 
Vergennes^  and  they  traced  together  the  plan  of  th6 
revolution,  as  it  was  fhort-ly  after  put  in  execution. 

The  diet  was  not  flow  in  forming  fafpicions  re- 
fpeding  the  defigns  of  the  young  Kifig,  .  They  took 
umbrage  that  feveral  officers  went  once  or  twice  ^ 
week  to  the  houft  of  G-etferal  R^mfay,  who  they  kne\^ 
was  devoted  to  the  court,  and  they  forbid  the  regi- 
tnent  of  guards  to  ^flemble  jtfelf  to  exercjfe,,  f  vcr( 
ppon  the  parade. 

Not' fatisfied  with  thefe  precautions,  the  diet<*2t-' 
eluded  from  the  fcnate  all  {he  member^  who  were  iij 
Oppofition  to  the  ruling  faction.  This  a6l  of  yen- 
gcance  only  ferved  tp  feanimate  the  zeal  of  the  atl- 
cifent  partisans  of  the  King,  and  created  him  tieW 
ones  ;  forfeycral  of  the  nobles  who  difliked  the  rby^i 
Authority,  dreaded  it  lefs,  however,  than  they  deteited 
the  tyranny  of  their  rivals.  The  Count  Axel  Ferftnt 
was  of -this  number.  Celebrated  for  his  eloquence 
and  for  his  attachment  to  the  ancient  cofifiitution^  he 
openly  dif^pproved  the  innovations  of  the  diet ;  but, 
flightiy  encouraged  by  Guftavus,  he  withdrew  from 
Stockholm,  The  fenator  Hermanfon  was  lefs  irri- 
table, or  more  favourably  received.  His  talents  ind 
his  credit  were  ncceffary  to  the  proje<?ts  of  the  fovtJ- 
reign  :  he  devoted  them  to  his  fervice. 

However,  Guftavus  did  not  communicate  to  th6 
perfons  who  were  to  execute  his  plans  of  operation, 
except  what  it  was  reouifite  for  them  to  kfiow,  ifi  of- 
der  to  be  enabled  to  fecond  "Ihem  properly.  He 
wifhed  at  firft  to  be  alTured  o{  the*  fidelity  of  the 
chiefs  of-  the  arnjy  :  but  the  greater  part  of  them 
appeared  too  miich  attached  to  the  ancient  form' 
of  government,,  far  him  to  venture  |o  difclofe  to 
them  the  alteration  which  he  meditated.  Colonel 
Sprengportfen  at)d  Captain  Hellechius  were  the  ohly 
perfons  on  whom  he  thou^t  he  might  reckoi^.  H^ 
therefore  rcfolved  to  caafe  a  pretehdid  revolt  to  break 
out  in  two  4iftant  pmvinc^s,  in  dtdfer  th^t  the  di^ 

might 
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might  not  perceive  the  preparations  whicli  he  was 
carrying  on  in  the  capital. 

Hellechius,  on  whom  the  King  afterwards  beftoweid  ' 
the  rank  of  general  and  the  name  of  Guftafskioeld, 
commanded  at  Chriftianftadt,  a  town  of  Scania.  He 
lived  amicably  with  the  officers  of  the  garrifon,  fre- 
quently gave  them  entertainments,  and  had  not  much 
difficulty  in  obtaining  their  promife  to  a6l  in  con- 
cert with  him.  They  openly  blamed  the  decrees 
of  the  diet,  and  declared  in  favour  of  the  royal  au- 
thority. The  inhabitants  of  Chriftianftadt  thought 
and  exprefled  the  fame  fentimerits  with  them.  The 
report  foon  reached  Stockholm.  The  diet  was  alarm- 
ed, and  commiflioned  Baron  de  Rudbeck^  governor 
of  the  capital,  to  go  and.  quell  the  murmurs  of  the 
Scjinians. 

In  the  abfence  of  Baron  de  Rudbeck  the  com- 
mand of  Stockholm  was  confided  to  General  Pefch^ 
lin.  He  acquitted  himfelf  of  his  employment  with  a 
vigilance  which  difconcerted  for  a  time  the  friends  of 
Guftavus.'  Vain  attempts  were  made  to  feduce  him ; 
his  lide  was  ;already  taken. 

Fortunately  for  the  King,  Baron  de  Rudbeck  C3mc 
to  re^aflume  his  command.  He  reported  to  his  friends 
that  he  had  been  refufed  admiffion  at  the  gates  of 
Chriftianftadt,  and  that  Captain  Hellechius  had  juft 
publiihed  a  manifefto  againft  the  power  which  the 
diet  arrogated  to  itfelf.  The  ruling  fa6lion  refolved 
upon  this  to  difcover  whether  Hellechius  a6led  by 
orders  from  the  King,  determining,  if  this  was  the 
cafe,  to  feize  upon  the  pcrfon  of  that  Prince. 

Guftavus  was  too  well  verfed  in  diffimulation, 
cafily  to  allow  himfelf  to  be  penetrated.  He  replied 
fometimes  wi^  a.  prefenpe  of  mind,  fometimes  with 
an  air  of  indiiference,  which,  deceived  all  the  emif- 
feries.  of  the  diet ;  and  baron  dc  Rudbeck,  who  ima- 
gined he  had  formed  a  juft  judgment  of  him,  pub- 
licly faidj^  "  Th^  the  pcrfonage  was  not  in  the  leaft 
*  diegree  dain^erous/'  However,  the  diet  gave  or- 
ders 
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^ers  th^  the  garrifan  of  Stockholm  fhould  "be  rein^ 
forced  by  the  regiments  of  Upland  apd  of  Suder- 
inania.,  .  . 

It  is  certain,  that  if  tbefe  regiments  had  been  ^al low- 
ed time  to. enter  Stockholm  the  revolution  could  not 
have  taken  place,  or  oceans  of  blood  muft  have  beea 
fpilt.  The  guards  wer^  already  diflatisfied  that  other 
troops  had  been  fummoned  ;  ^  and«  J:he  inhabitants, . 
who  had  all  taken  up  arms,*' and  were  devoted  to  th^ 
King,  would  have  joined  themfelves  to  the  guards. 

The  moments  became  precious.  Colonel  Spreng- 
porten,  who  bad  been  difpatched  to  bring  troops 
fronq  Finland,  and  whofe  arrival  was  to  ferve  as  the 
fignal  to  the  King,  had  been  detuned,  by  <:ontrarj 
winds.  He  did  not  arrive,  and  time  was,  lofing  in  a 
dangerous  expcdlation.  General  Salza,  SchefFer, 
Vergennes,  held  a  council,  and  determined  Guftavus 
to  accelerate  his  enterprife. 

The  execution  was  fixed  for  the  day  following.  Oa 
the  very  day  that  this  refolution  was  taken  the  King 
made  his  appearance  at  the  opera,  in  the  midft  of  all  t 
the  noblefs.  >^He  gave  a  grand  fupper  to  the  court, 
and  appeared. in  uncommonly  good  fpirits.  He  after- 
wards withdi:ew  to  his  apartmeiit,  and  pafled  ii  part 
of  the  night  in  writing  to  bis  brothers  and  to  fomeof" 
his  partifans, 

.  After  having  finifhed  thefe  letters  he  went  to  vifit 
feveral  of  the  corps-de-garde,  as  he  had  already  done 
for  fevei-al  nights,  in  order  to  accuftom  the  foldiers 
not  to  be  furprifed  at  feeing  him  at  an  unfeafonablc  . 
hour.  Returning,  to  the  palace,  he  went  quietly  to 
bed,  and  arofc  at  his  ufual  time.  The  Count  dc 
Levenhaupt,  his  maflcr  of  the  horfe,  having  come  to 
receive  orders,  he  told  him  privately  to  hold  in  readi- 
oefs  a  greater  number  of  horfesthan  was  cuftomary.^ 

The  fen^te  aflembled  according  to  cuflom  at  tea 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  Half  an  .hour  aftertvards, 
the  foldiers  who  came  to  relieve  ffuard  advanced  into 
the  court  of  the  caftlc. ,  Scarcely  ti ad  they  entered  it 
,.    .  .  when 
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when  the  King  defcended,  ordered  the  gates  to  bfc 
Ihtit,  and  addrqfled  to  his  guards  a  very  eloquent 
oration,  inviting  them  to  deliver  their  country  frorti 
the  tyranny  of  a  few  factious  nobles.  He  protefted 
that  he  was  not  ambitious  of  an  abfolute  power,  and 
that  he  only  demanded  xm  authority  fufficient  to  re- 
cftablifh  order,  and  to  caufe  the  k^vs  to  be  put  int6 
execution.  That  aflurance,  and  thepromife  of  libe- 
rally rewarding  tbofe  whd  (bould  fecond  his  enter- 
prife,  had  all  the  efFedl  which  he  expedted  from  it. 
The  guards  replied  by  (houts  of  approbation.  Guf- 
tavus  made  them  immediately  take  an  oath.  The 
piRcers  were  conftraipcd  to  follow  the  example  aC 
the  foWiers. 

RccI[,Qning  upon  the  fidelity  of  thcfe  troops,  Guf- 
tavus  ordered  fentinels  to  be  placed  around  the  h^ll 
of  thp  fenate,  and  forbid  that  any  perfon  (hould  be 
allowed  to  go  out.  He  hi mfelf  repaired  to  the  grand 
<[:orp?-de- garde,  and  after  having  aflembled  the  of- 
ficers, related  to  them,  in  the  prefence  of  the  fol- 
diers,  what  had  juft  takeq  place  at  the  caftle,  and 
told  them  that  be  did  not  doubt  he  (hould  find  them 
animated  with  fls  much  zeal  as  their  brave  comrades. 
All,  with  the  exception  .pf  qne,  fwQre  tpm^iatain  hi^ 
paufe. 

Gufltavus  wifhed  to  go  immediately  and  take  pof- 
fef|ion  of  the  arfenal.  He  called  for  his  borfes.  J[iC- 
venhau'pt,  who  held  them  in .  rcadinefs,  was  making 
preparation  to  condudl  them  to  him,  when  the  Baroq 
de  Rudbeck  m^de  bis  appearance,  at  the  door  of  the 
ftable,  and  ordered  the  groorn  tp'remain.  *-^  I  Ji^aVb 
"  no  orders  to  receive  from  you^"'  replied  Levfen- 
haupt ;  "  take  yourfelf  off,  unlefs  you  wifh  th^t  \ 
*^  fhould  drive  my  hqrfes  over  your  body."  The  gOr 
vernor  immediately  haftened  to  the  fecfet  comtnittee 
t>fthe  diet  tD  make  his  complaint  of  Lcvenhaupt,  and 
iprdered  the  fecretary  fillers  to  tninute  what  he  was. 
gtoihg  16  didate,  to  him.  fillers,  Who  WAs  at  that 
tiihe  doubtful  of  what  had  j^uft  taken  place^Jooked 

gravely 
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gravely  ^t  tli^  governor,  aud,  ioftoad  of  obeying  tunij 
ftiut  the  rejgifter,  laying,  be  t)elieve4  hp  had  90^ 
thing  more  to  write. 

Guftavus  repaired  to  the  corps-'de-garde  of  artiU 
Jery,  where  all  were  eager  to  take  the  o^tljs  to  him. 
He  caufcd  the  principal  members  of  t^e  diet  to  be  jn- 
vit:ed  to  jpin  him  there,  and  at  the  (arne  time  ferit  do* 
tachments  of  foldiers,  with  cannon,  to  each  gate  of 
the  city,  in  order  to  prevent  the  flightqf  any  of  th# 
chiefs  from  whom  he  had  to  dread  oppofitiop.  How- 
ever, General  Pcsfchlin  found  means  to  make  his 
efca|]ie.    ' 

The  reft  of  the  garrifon  of  Stockholm  veny  foon 
joined  themfdves  to  the  troops  which  furrounded 
Guftavus.  Several  members  of  the  diet  likeWife  came 
to  pay  their  obeifance  to  this  Prince*  The  Baron  de 
Rudbqck,  andfoine  others  of  the  moft  apruly,  vfere 
arrefted-  The  Duke  of  Heflenftein,  whofe  party  h^4 
prom ifed  him  the  title  of  regent,  refu,ied  to  take  th(^ 
oaths.  But,  being  hardly  ap  obje6l  of  apprehenlion, 
he  was  liberated  upon  his  parole. 

Thofe  who  took  the  fide  of  .Guftavus  tied  ^  whit^ 
handkerchief  round  th^ir  left  arm.  In  ^  fhort  time 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Stockholm  c^^ofe  to  deporatfj 
th?mfclves  with  thip  token  qf  alliegiance  to  their 
King,  and  the  officers  of  thc.Swcdifli  ^rrny  we^r  it  to 
this. day.  It  was  likewife  worn  bythe  aflaffin  whp 
afterwards  caufed  his  death  by  firing  a  pifiol  on  him 
from  behind. 

The  people  ran  in  crpuds  in  the  pdflage  of  the 
King»  Several  tipnies  this  jPrinqc  flopped  to  h^rpingu^ 
thcm,and  to  recomrpend  order  and  rTK).dcratIon.  Tl^^e 
exhortations  were  npt  in  vain. 

As  fqpn  as  Guftavits  w^s  mafter  qfs^]\  tjie  pcrfts  pf 
the  city,  and  fure  of  the  devotedncfs.oftlie  inhabitgt>t$i 
andipftb^  fpldiers,  he  aflemWed  the  n^ejoibers  of  tbo 
diet  ip  \\is  palace,  ftnd  after  having  ^prqached  t|iAm 
for  their  diflentiqns  ^n,d  atnbitipus  vanity,  he  feid  5trr 
*^  It  is  .at  ^#  tipie  ,^9  liberiate  ^^^  Swi?4ift  D^^ksS- 
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**  from  fervitude,  and  the  throne  from  oppreflion. 
*^  ft  is  time  to  put  a  flop  to  the  corruption  which  diP 
**  honours  the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  lit  fn  the 
•*  diet  and  in  the  fenate.  It  is  well  known  that  they 
^  arc  always  difpofed  to  lacrifiee  to  the  gold  of  fb- 
•*  feigners  the  intereft  of  their  country.  If  any  one 
^  amongft  you  can  deny  what  I  advance/'  added  he, 
riling  up,  "  let  him  fpeak  and  contradiA  me/*  No 
pcrfon  prefumed  to  make  any  reply* 

Gufiavus  then  read  the  plan  of  the  conftitution 
which  he  had  himfelf  formed.  Every  one  liftened  inr 
the  moft  profound  lilencc.  AVhen  he  had  finiOied 
reading  he  requefied  the  opinion  of  the  ftates,  and 
invited  them  to  make  their  obfervatiqns  freely,  in  or- 
der to  corredl  any  thing  in  his  plan  which  might  be 
defe6live.  But  not  a  fingie  perfoa  made  any  objec- 
tion. Thole  who,  in  the  bottom  of  their  hearts,  the 
moll  dilapproved  of  the  monarch,  were  \'ery  far  from 
venturing  to  make  their  fentiments  known. 

The  new  conftitution  was  not  adopted  till  the 
third  day  after  the  revolution.  Guftavus  then  or- 
/dered  the  fenators  to  be  releafcd,  who  during  three 
days  had  not  been  permitted  to  quit  the  hall  in  which 
they  had  been  detained  prifoners.  •  The  grcatell  part 
of  them  obtained  places  in  the  new  fenate.  All  the 
officers  who  had  followed  the  King's  party  were  ad- 
vanced in  rank, 'and  decorated  with  the  military  or-- 
der.  The  principal  inhabitants  of  Stockholm  received 
medals  of  gold  or  lilver,  and  the  liberty  of  wearing 
them  with  a  white  ribbon  at  tbeijr  button-hole.  The 
inferior  officers  likevvife  were  prefcnted  with  a  me- 
dal fufpended  from  a  blue  ribbon.  The  fbldiers  were 
not  forgotten  :  Guftavus,  who  was  but  very  fcantfly 
furnilhed  with  money,  gave  them  all  that  he  had  it 
in  his  power  to  beftow. 

When  the  membei^  of  the  faftion  in  oppofition 

to  the  King  were  recovered  from  their  firft  alarm, 

they  faw,  with  not  lefs  mortification  than  furprrfe, 

.  that  this  monarch  had  made  ufe  of  but  very  feeble 

means 
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means  in  order  to  vanquifh  them.  Ought  it  not  in- 
deed to  have  appeared  ftrange  to  them,  that  at  the 
inftant  when  the  diet  was  miftrefs  of  all  the  forces  i a 
the  kingdom,  and  filled  with  enlightened  nrten,  they 
allowed  their  power  to  be  wrefted  from  them  by  a^ 
young  Prince  who  had  only  three  or  four  hundred 
foldiers,  and  who  was  looked  upon  as  a  trifler  ? 

One  of  the  men  to  whom  the  revolution  gave  the 
greateft  afflidlion  was  Count  Oftermann,  the  Ruffian 
minifter.  It  had  efcaped  his  penetration,  and  it  de-  . 
prived  him  of  a  confiderabte  part  of  his  influerice.  la 
order  to  recover  that  influence,  he  incefiantly  en- 
couraged the  maleoontents  again  to  free  themfelves 
from  the  yoke  of  the  ^royal  authority,  to  caufe  the 
regiments  to  march  who  continued  faithful  to  them, 
and  to  convoke  a  new  diet  in  ibme  diftant  pro^ 
vince.        ,  •  - 

The  turbulent  chiefs  of  the  Caps  were  but  too . 
much  di'fpofed  to  adopt  tbefe  dangerous  meafures. 
Guftavus  apprehended  it;  and  for  that jeafoti  em- 
ployed ftratagem  to  reflrain  the  factious.  He  cauied 
a  report  to  be  fpread,  that  a  very  coniiderable  body 
of  troops,  under  the  command  of  General  Spreng- 
porten,  had  juft  arrived '  at  a  few  miles  from  Stock- 
holm^ and,  during  feveral  days  fucceffively  he  fent 
away  floops  laden  with  provifions  for  thefe  fuppofed 
troops.  At  iaft  the*  winds  permitted  Sprengporten 
to  quit  the  coafls  of  Finland.  He  conducted  to 
Guftavus  a  detachment  from  the  gari'ifpn  of  Swea- 
burgh  ;  but  when  be  arrived  every  .thing  at  Stockholm 
was  already  in  tranquillity. 

The  provinces  very  foon  followed  the  example  of 
the  capital;  The  regiment  of  Upland,  fummoned  by 
the  diet,  was  ready  to  enter  Stockholm.  General 
Ramfay  went.alotie  to  meet  it,  and,  notwithftanding 
the  refolution  of  fome  officers,  he  fucceeded  in  cauf- 
ing  it  to  take  the^oath  of  fidelity  to  the  King.  The 
Duke  of  Sudernoania  and  tbe-Duk^  of  Oftrogothia, 
•  * '  brothers 
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brptjuers  of  .thi?  jnonaroh,  bad  b^en  difpat(:;t^  intci 
^ifferc^nt  p^rt^  f>f  the  kingdom,  and  eafily  obtained 
the  adhcirencQ  of  the  trqapsS.  General  JPefqblin  aloncj 
g5^V^  th©?l>  fome  trOvvble ;  be  ^^as  arrefted  by  the  mfi^ 
jor  gf  bis  oWn  regiment,  and  the  .Duke  of  Pftrogoi-^ 
tbi?  TQC^ivQd  orclers  to  fend  hi^a  prifoaer  to  the  caftid 

of  Griipiboln?.  ., 

The  mqn^y  which  Guftavt^s  received  frorp  Frapcci 
ferved  to  .ftrengthen  his  p^rty,  and  to  dinrJiqifli.  th# 
influence  of  Ruflia,  whiqh.did  riot  f^il  .howevieir  tO 
fc^tt.er  roublfes  amqngft  her  creatures.  Catharine 
learqt  with  ehagrip  the  aUeratit^n  which  .had  jii(| 
begun  to  take  place  in  a  country  (he  wifhed  to  con-r 
tinue  io  a.ftate  ofdivifiqn,  th^t  Che  might  briqg  it 
into  fubjetStion  fooner'^or  later.  She  gave  Couojt  Ofi 
t^rqiann  orders  to,  fet  to  work  to  re-ei3;ahli(h  the  go- 
vernment which  GuftavuS'  had  deftr0)xd.  That  ipi-^ 
nifter  laboured  to  this  efFe4l  with,  boldncfs ;  but  hid 
efforts  were  fyuitlefs.  Spipis  explanations  which  he 
had  with  Giiftavus  terminated  in  ill  bmnour  j*and  at 
the  can>nien0Qment  of  1776,  Ruflia  having  fprpaed 
an  armament  ofgalleysptCronfiadtj  tbeal3,tfm  niinie- 
-diatdy  fpr^ad  itfelf  over  Stockholm. . 

Guftavua  d^m^nded  what  could  be  tbc'caufe  pf 
that  aritiament*  The  reply  hp  received  vyas  but 
little  iatisfaclory.  The  galleys  were^tiOt  meditating 
an  attack  uppn  Sweden,  but  the  uneafinefs  ofthi^ 
JCing  did  not  abate.  At  laft,  wifhing  to  know  whai 
were  the  rc^^l  defigns  of  the  Qourt  of  Ruflia,  he  re- 
iblved  hitnfelf  to  go  and  hold  a  cotiferepcp  with  the 
Emprefs.  He  repaired  to  P^terfburgh,  under  tb/* 
/name  of  the  CQwot  do  Gothland,  accompanied  by 
Oooftt  Ubic  Scheffer,  GguQt  de  Ppile,,  d©  Mtinck, 
.and  iQHie  t^iore,  of  bis  qpurti^rsv  JJaron  de  Holken 
alone,  his  an>bafl;idof  to  th^  coijrt  of  Ruflja^  w^s 
forewaraed of  tUis  JQum^y.  Ouftayi^s  ^ighte^-  ^tthe* 
itojufepf  this  mmft^r,  ^and *weRt ,^pft  iroi©F4ia69)y 
,to.  :pa¥  a  ,vifit  .tp  fiauat JS^aijci. 

the 
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A.*  D.  1777.  The  Emprefs  was  at  Tzarlko^Zeio* 
Guftavus  rq^aired  thither  in  the  afternoon.  He  had 
an  interview  with  this  Princefs,  in  which  they  dif^ 
played  towards  each  other  a  cordiality  equally  dif- 
fembled.  > 

Entertainments  were  lavifhed  on  the  Swedifh 
monarch.  There  were  others  likewife  fupprefled 
on  his  account.  Catharine  had  the  delicacy  t6  for* 
bid  the  celebration  of  the  feftival  iftftituted  on  oc* 
cafion  of  the  battle  of  Ptdtava,  on  the  anniverfary 
of  which  Guftavus  was  at  Peterfburgh,  and  which 
might  have  recalled  to  him,  in  too  forcible  a  manner, 
the  defeat  of  Charles  XII.  and  the  calamities  of  his 
country.  The  Emprefs  wiftied  to  infpire  Guftavus 
with  an  exalted  idea  of  the  magnificence  and  the 

Eleafures  of  her  court.  She  frequently  converfed  with 
im,  carefully  ftudied  his  character,  and  dilbovered 
in  a  fhort  time  that  prefuiAption  was  his  principal 
failing. 

proud  of  this  difcovery,  Catharine  immediately  pro-  . 
pofed  to  herfelfto  take  the  advantage  of  it,  bye^* 
citing  Guftavus  to  undertake  fome  dangerous  enter- 
prize.  His  qualities,  rather  brilliant  than  folid,  his 
affability,  th6  pleafures  which  he  multiplied  at  his 
court,  had  till  then  rendered  him  dear  to  his  coun- 
try ;  but  a  moment  ofj imprudence  might  render  him 
odious  to  it.  The  following  is  the  method  which  the 
Emprefs  employed  in  order  to  haften  this  moment. 
Jn  converfing  with  Guftavus,  that  Princefs  fpoke 
of  the  ohftacles  which  fovereigns  have  to  contend 
with  when  they  wifh  to  bring  civilization  to  perfec- 
tion in  their  ftates,  and  to  make  any  alteration  in 
the  drefs,  the  ufages,  and  the  manners  of  the  people. 
She  obferved,  that  it  was  not  only  difficult  to  eflfe6t 
thefe  alterations,  but  very  dangerous  to  attempt 
improvement  in  too  haft/  a  nvanner.  She  faid,  with 
truth,  that  men,  being  in  general  the  flaves  of  cuf^ 
torn,  could  not  behold  new  inftitutions  without  re* 
pugnance ;  and  ihe  aciduced  in  favour  of  her  opi- 

D  d  nion 
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nion  the  example  of  Peter  I.  and  the  refiftance  which 
this  Prince  met  with  when  he  only  attempted  to  per* 
fuade  the  Ruffians  to  (have  themfelves. 

Guftavus  replied,  that  if  fovereigns  did  Aot  fucceed 
in  the  alterations  which  they  wiftied  to  efFecft,  it  was 
without'doubt  rather  their  own  fault  than  that  of  the 
people;  and  that  however  the  latter  might  be  at- 
tached to  their  cuftoms,  they  would  willingly  make  a 
iacrifice  of  them  to  a  monarch  who  underftood  how 
to  make  bimfelf  beloved.  He  remarked,  that  men  fet 
much  lefs  value,  on  their  ufagcs  than  on  their  foc-^ 
.  tutie,  on  their  life,  and  that,  neverthelefs,  they  fre- 
quently expofed  both  the^  one  and  the  other,  from 
attachment  to  their  fovereign.  "  But,"  added  he, 
*^  there  is  in  every  thing  j  fcafon,  which  we  muft 
^*  know  how  to  make  choice  of.  When  we  fail  in 
^^  this,  it  is  from  want  of  attention,  and  then  the 
"  fiiccefs  is  not  anfwerable  to  our  efforts.  There  is 
"  ahb  a  certain  manner  of  executing  things;  and  it 
'*  is  becaufe  Peter  the  Great  polfefftd  neither  that 
"  manner,  nor  the  attention  neceflary  for  leizing 
"  upon  the  favourable  moment,  that  he  experienced 
"  th6  difficulties  of  which  the  Emprels  has  beenjuft 
*^  fpcaking  to  me." 

Catharine  added  new  reafons  to  thofe  which  (he 
}iad  already  given.  She  prolonged  the  difcuffion  till 
Guftavus  thought  his  felf-love  intercfted  to  prove  his 
affertions  by  fa<5is  :  upon  this  fhe  defied  him  to  prevail 
on  the  Swedifh  nation  to  affume  a  new  drefs. 

^  The  mbnarch  accepted  the  challenge ;  and  ibme 
time  after  his  return  to  Sweden,  introduced  the 
theatrical  drefs,  which  is  flill  worn  at  the  court  of 
Stockholm.  He  did  not,  to  (ay  the  truth,  pais  a  law 
to  dblige  it  to  be  worn  ;  he  contented  himfelf  with 
addrefling  to  the  governors  of  the  provinces  a  letter, 
in  which  he  recommended  it  to  them  to  employ  only 
mildncfs  and  perfuafion.  He  pretended  that  the  ab- 
furd  coftume  which  he  invented  refembled  that  of  the 
ancient  Swedes.     At  the  fame  time  he  took  care  to 

'»  propofe 
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propofe  it  only  to  the  courtiers,  public  omcers;,  the  mi^' 
litary  and  the  citizens ;  the  inferior  clafs  of  the  people 
was  not  fotnuch  as  invited  to  aflume  it. 

The  refidence  which  Guftavus  riiade  at  Peterfi 
burgh  did  ndt  augment  his  efteem  for  the  EmprefsJ 
and  ftrengthened  in  her  the  defire  of  hunlKling  this 
young  and  turbulent  rival. 

It  apjpeared  that  for  fome  years  excurfiods  tb  Pe- 
terfburgh  were  become  faflbionable.  A  Ihort  tim'^ 
afteir  the  King  of  Sureden  had  taken  his  departure 
the  Dutchefs  of  Kingfton  made  her  appearance  there; 
fo  celebrated  for  her  beauty,  her  luxury,  and  the 
fcandal  of  her  adventures.  That  wonian  thought 
herfelf  worthy  of  living  at  the  court  of  Catharines 
but  the  Emprefs  was  apprehehfive  of  finding  in  her 
either  3l  rival  whofe  indifcreet  pretenfiohs  would  ren-^ 
der  her  trbublefome,  or  a  confidant  who  would  very 
foon  divulge  her  fecrets.  She  gave  her  a  cold  re^ 
ceptioii,  and  the  T3utchefs>  in  difpleafure,  took  the 
road  to  Italy,  where  ,(he  was  certain  of  being  able 
to  find  cdmpaiiioris  lefs  haughty,  and  hungry  wor- 
ihippers.^ 

Since  the  eleflion  bf  the  KKan  Sahim-Gheraii  this 
difturbances  of  the  Krimea  had  not  ceafed.  The 
Turks,  in  indignation  at  the  flight  of  Dewlet,  aban-? 
doned  him^  and  nomihated  Selim^Gherai  to  fucceed 
him.  It  had  then  two  Khans  :  dne  was  fuppbcted  hy 
the  Tqrks,  the  other  by  the  Riiflians;  Thbfe  latter; 
who  wifhed'to  give  the  whole  Krimea  to  their  ^ro^ 
iigSj  in  order  that  they  ihight  plunder  it  with  the 
greater  facility,  furnifhed  him  with  d  guard  cpmpofed 
of  their  own  foldicrs :  the  Tartars  were  jealous  of 
that  guard,  and  maflacred  a  pai-t,dfthem; 

A.  D.  177s.  This  vfii  without  doubt  fufficicrit  to 
rekindle  the  war.  The  Emprefs  imriiediatfcly  feat 
frefh  troops  into  the  Krimea.  Prince  Pro^Qrofftky, 
Who  had  the  command  of  thele  troops^  attacked, th^ 
Tartars  in  oppofition  tp  Sahim-Gberfii  arid  routed 
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than*  His  competitor  Selim  was  obliged  to  fly  to* 
ward  the  mountaitis. 

During  this  period  StafchiefF,  minifier  of  Ruflia 
at  Conftantinople,  folicited  the  Porte  to  acknowledge 
Sabim-Gherai :  but  the  Porte,  faithful  to  her  engage- 
ments, faithful  above  all  to  her  pride,  chofe  only  to 
fupport  Selim. 

Marefchal  Rpmanzoff  upon  this  announced  to  the 
Pivan,  that  the  Krimea  had  placed  itfelf  under  the 
prote<Slion  of  Ruffia,  and  that  the  Emprefe  would  ra- 
tiier  renew  the  war  than  abandon  Sahim-Gherai. 
&ich  a  degree  of  haughtinefs  was  littj^e  calculated  to 
gain  the,  Turks*  They  appeared  indignant,  and  de- 
termined to  proceed  to^take  up  arms.  But  a  foreign 
influence  prevented  them.  A  French  ambaflador 
had  perfuaded  them  to  commence  the  laft  war;  his 
fucceflbr  prevented  their  undertaking  a  new  one. 
When  the  Ruffian  minifter  propofed  quitting  Con- 
flantinople,  the  principal  part  of  the  Ulemahs  and 
the  Riglialis  who  compofed  the  divan  oppofed  his  de^ 
parture.        . 

The  minifters  of  other  powers  were  at  the  fame 
time  warmly  carrying  on  negotiations  with  the  di- 
van, and  this  council  continued  wavering  between  the 
divers  impulfes  which  were  given  to  it.  Witnefles 
of  its  tardinefs  and  indecifion;  the  Ruffians  became 
in  confcquence  only  the  more  active  and  more  de- 
termined in  their  projects.  By  dint  of  gifts  and  pro- 
mifeS/they  raifed  thehmfelves  new  pai-tifans  in  the  Kri- 
mea, and  concluded  by  enflaving  that  country,  whilft 
nothing  was  talked  of  but  its  independence.  In 
making  preparations  for  war,  they  were  feeking;  how- 
ever to  prevent  it.  Marefchal  RonianzofFhad  an  in- 
terview with  the  celebrated  Capitan-Pacha  Gazi-Ha A 
fin,  but  could  not  fucceed  in  coming  to  any  fatis- 
fadlory  terms.?  They  feparated  with  mutual  dif- 
pleafure. 

The  Emprefs  reckoned  upon  an  aid  which  ihe 

alone 


,  done  feemed  to  poflefs  the  power  of  procuring  to  her- 
felf.  She  had  obtained  from  the  regent  of  Peril  a, 
Kherim-Khan,  a  promife  to  attack  the  Turks  in  Afia, 

*  whilft  (be  fhould  fubdue  them  fn  Europe ;  but  the 
death  of  this  Prince,  who  was  aflaflinated  by  on6  of 
his  officers,'  favcd  the  OttcJmans  from  a  double  agr 
greffion.  ,       '  ' 

Catharine  was  more  fortunate  in  the  mcafures 
which  flie  adopted  to  bring  about  a  peace.  The  di* 
vifions  which  difturbed  Germany,  refpedling  the  fuc*- 
ceffion  of  Bavaria,'  and  the  war  which  had  jull  broke 
out  betwefen  France  and  England,  did  not  permit  • 
thefe  powers  to  continue  to  attach  a  great  inteteft 
to  the  quarrels  of  the  Turks  and  the  Ruffians.  EveA 
thofe  which  had  firfl:  perfuadcd  them  to  take  up  arms  . 
counfclled  them  to  lay 'them  dowti,  andwiftied  tliat 
Ruffia  might  be  at  lil/erty  to  adopt  a  common  caufe 
with  them. 

However,  the  divan  ftill  rema|ined  in  indecifion. 
The  people  of  Conftantinople  defired  war.  Some  hiun- 
murs  were  even  heard  to  break  ibrth  againft  the  Ca- 
pitan-Pacha,  becaufe  he  had'  returned  into  the  iea 
of  Marmora,  without  having  engaged  the  Ruffians. 

The  Ruffian,  minifter,  Stafchi^,  was  attacked  near 
Conftantinople  by  two  galiongis,  who  made  an  at- 
tempt to  maflacre  him.  The  Capitan^Pacha  ordered 
them  to  be  arretted  and  ftrangled  immediately.  But 
their  attempt  did  not  the  lefs  prove  the  diipofitions  of 
the  multitude. 

The  Turks  forgave. Ruffia  with  fo  much  the  more 
difficulty  her  fuccefles  and  her  invafions,  that  they 
recalled  to  them  inceflantly  their  multiplied  defeats, 
and  the  humiliating  peace  which  they  had  been 
obliged  to  conclude.  They,  could  not  reconcile 
themfelves  to  behold. the  Ruffians  almoft  abfolute 
mafters  of  the  Black  Sea,  difplaying  their  flag  clofe 
under  the  walls  of  Conftantinople,  and  extending 
every  day  their  flourifhing  commerce.    The  indc- 
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'"  pendence  of  the  Kritnea  was  fufficient  to  affli^  them ; 
its  fubjeiSlion  to  the  Ruffians  lliocked  them. 

Some  other  differences  had  alfo  arifen  between  the 
court  of  Peterfburgh  and  the  Ottoman  Porte.  By 
the  laft  treaty  of  peace,  the  Ruffians  had  caufed  a 
grant  to  be  made  of  feveral  privileges  to  the  Greelf 
Chrifiians,  fcattered  in  confiderable  numbers  over 
Moldavia  and  Wallachia.  Upon  this,  feveral  inha- 
bitants of  the  other  bank  of  the  Danube  abandoned 
Iheir  country,  to  pafs  into  the  provinces  where  to- 
leration reigned.  All  thcfe  Chriftians  were  much 
more  ftrongly  attached  to  the  power  to  which  they 
,were  indebted  for  the  new  advantage?  they  enjoyed, 
than  to  that  which  had  for  a  long  time  opprefled 
them.  Ruffia  wiQied  to  go  ilill  farther :  fhe  was  fe- 
cretly  labouring  to  render  them  altogether  indepen- 
dent of  the  Porte;  and  in  order  to  attain  this  (he; 
began  by  demanding,  that  the  princes  or  governors 
of  Moldavia  and  of  Wallachia  Ihould  not  be  depofed 
under  any  pretext  whatever. 

Tjiis  enfiranchifemetnt  appeared  as  unjuft  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Turks  as  the  ceffiqn  of  the'Krimea* 
However,  the  firft  exertions  of  tl^e  French  ambaf- 
fador  had  not  ])een  wholly  without  effedl.  Thofe 
which  followed  had  ftiH  gfc;ater  fuccefs.  He  pcr- 
iiiaded  the  divan  to  order  \hc  releafe  of  feveral  Ruf- 
fian veflels,  which  for  more  than  a  year  had  been  de- 
tained in  the  ports  of  Turkey.  A  ihort  time  after- 
wards, a  new  treaty  was  figned  through  his  media- 
tion. 

A.  D.  1779.  By  tb's  treaty  the  j^pffi^^s  defiftcd 
from  fomc  of  their  exaggerated  pretenfiqns  ^efpedling 
the  provinces  of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia,  as  well  as 
theKrimea,  which  they  promifcd  to  evacuate.  The 
iPorte  granted  to  thofe  of  her  fubjecSs  who  profefled 
the  Greek  rcligiqn  the  rights  which  they  claimed. 
She  acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  Krimea 
and  the  fovereignty  of  the  Khan  Sahim-Gherai,  and 
.    .  .^  extended 
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extended  ftill  farther' the  privileges  which  the  Rufr  ' 
fiahs  already  had  of  navigating  on  the  Ottoman  feas. 

The  zeal  which  the  French  ambaflador,  difphyed 
to  accelerate  the  fignature  of  this  treaty,  was  founded 
on  the  defire  which  he  had  to  fee  his  court  carry  bff 
from  England  the  fupport  of  Ruffia.  In  this  he  fuc* 
ceeded.  The  ftridl  alliance  which  had  fo  long  fub- 
fitted  between  London  and  Peterlburgh  was,  if  not 
quite  broken  bfF,  at  leaft  greatly  weakened  ;  and  the. 
French  were  affured  that  they  fhould  not  •fee  a 
power- take  up  arqis  againft  them  which  was  indebted 
ta'them  for  peace. 

Catharinewas  fo  well  fatisfied  v^ith  this  peace  that 
fhe  fent  to  her  minifter  at  Conftantinople,  and  to  tie 
French  ambaflador,  very  rich  prefents.  She  alfo 
caufed  to  be  prefented  to  the  Grand^fignor  and  to 
the  favourite  more  than  the  value  of  300,000  roubles, 
iiijqwels.  The  Grand-vizir  and  the  principal  mem- 
bers of  the  divan  received  like  proofs  of  her  magni- 
ficence and  of  that  of  Potemkin.  ,  ^ 

How  great  reafon  had  the  Emprefs  at  that  time  to 
felicitate  herfelf  upon  a  treaty  which  left  her  at  liberty 
to  give  herfelf  up,  without  oppofition,  to  her  views 
of  invafion,  always  increafing,  and  to  the  care  of 
extending  the  commerce  of  her  vaft  ftates !  The  in- 
equality of  the  climate,  the  fcantincfs  of  population, 
and  the  barrennefs  of  a  part  of  the  foil,  did  not  pre- 
vent thefe  ftates  from  prefcnting  immenfe  refources  to 
commerce.  Placed  upon  Europe  and  Afia,  the  Ruf- 
fians can  eafily  carry  on  a  traffic  with  the  whole  world. 
The  Cafpian  Sea  ferves  them  as  a  means  o(  commu- 
nication with  Perfia  and  India.  The  S?a  of  Zabacha 
and  the  Black  Sea  enable  them  to  go  and  difpofe  of 
the  produdlions  of  the  north  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  to  bring  back  to  the  n'orth  thofe  of  the  Levant* 
Kamtfchatka  opens  to  them  on  one  fide  a  paflage  into 
America,»and  on  the  other  into  China  and  Japan. 
Finally,  the  White  Sea  and  the  i  Baltic  bring  them 
into  connection  with  the  principaLpart  of  the  nations 
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of  Eufo^,  \o  which  their  commerce  is  become  i»dif* 
petafable. 

•Free  to  navigate  upon  {6  many  feas,  and  ruling 
over  fome,  Catharine  could  nqt  endure  that  atiy  other 
J30wer  (hould  claim  the  empire  of  the  main  ;  and  one 
of  the  caufes  which  contributed  to  detach  her  from 
Great  Britain  was^  the  jealoufy  with  which  that  na- 
tion infpirerd  her,  by  infifting  that  the  fuperiority  of 
her  flag  fhould  be  acknowledged  over  the  world. 

However^  the  conimerce  of  Britain  was  too  advan- 
tageous to  the  Emprefs  to  fufFer  her  to  renounce  it. 
In  refufing  the  Englifli  Tier  afliftance  ftie  laviftied  ca- 
refies  upon  them.  Whilft  (he  faw  them  lofe  a  part  of 
their  colonies,  fhe  invited  them  to  come  and  feek  in 
her  ports  the  produdtions  which  they  could  no  longer 
bear  away  from  the  continent  of  America,  and  (he 
rejoiced  to  behold,  their  veflels  reforting  in  greater 
numbers  to  Archangel. 

She  received  the  Americans  at   the  fame  time;' 
and,  notwithflanding  the  remonftrauces  of  the.  Bri- 
tifti  minifter,  (he  afliired  to  them  the  free  navigation 
of  the  Baltic,  without  choofing,  it  is  true,  toacknow^ 
ledge  their  independence. 

Some  years  before,  fhe  had  concluded  v^ith  the 
court  of  Verfailles  a  treaty,  according  to  which  a 
French  fadory  fhould  have  been  eftabliflbed  at  Arch-, 
angel.  But  the  French,  whofe  commercial  views 
carried  them  alraoft  entirely  towards  the  Antilles,  did 
not  draw  any  advantage  from  this  treaty.  Time  will 
perhaps  teach  them,  that  the  commerce  of  the  north, 
lefs  deftru<ftive  than  that, of  hot  climates,  offers  a  pro- 
fit, if  not  fo  brilliant,  at  lead  more  equal  and  more 
certain. 

I  have  not  fpoken  either  of  the  feftivals  which  the 
Emprefs  gave  at  the  commencement  of  this  year, 
and  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  one,  nor  of 
the  other  events  of  left  importance  than  thofe  which 
I  have  defcribed.  There  is  yet  time  to  return  to 
them.   - 

The 
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The  aiVnivcrfary  of  the  acceffioii  of  the  Emprefs  to 
the  throne,  and  that  of  the  birth  of  the  Grand-duke^ 
wcre^  celebrated  at  the  fame  time  with  an  extraor- 
dinary magnificence,  and  fignali^:edi  by  the  promo- 
tion of  a  great  number  of  gencKil  officers. 

Catharine  likewife  celebrated  with  pomp  the  feafts 
of  her  divers  orders  of  chivalry;  aid  a:>nfcnted  to 
difchar^ethe  fun(5lions  of  ibverei^h  of  the  order  of 
the  Bath,  to  confer  the  infignia  of  that  order  on  Sir 
James  Harris,  to  whom  the  Bfitifh  monarch  had  f^nt 
them. 

After  having  touched  him  on  the  fhoulder  with  a 
fword  enriched  with  diamonds,  and  having  faid  to 
him,  in  conformity  to  the  rules  of  ;tbe  order,  "In 
^^  the  name  of  God,  be  a  good  and  loyal  knight,'* 
fhe  prefented  him  the  fword,' adding,  ''Toexpreft 
^^  how  well  I  am  fatisfied  with  you,  I  make  you  a 

pii'efent  of  the  fword  with  which  I  have  conferred 

on  yoii  the  order  of  knighthood." 

Some  day Si. before,,  the  Emprefs  had  given  a  gfand 
entertainment  in  commemoration  of  the  naval  en- 
gagement at  Tchefmc,  and  the  burning  of  the  Turkifti 
fleet. 

This  Priflccfs;  who  believed  herfclf  at  that  m6- 
n>cnt  on  the  eve  of  fuftaining  a  new  war  againft  the 
Turks,  wifjicd  to  re-animate,  by  her  prefence,  the 
zeal  of  her  naval  officers.  She  embarked  in  a  yacht 
at  PeierftiofF,  and  repaired  on  board  the  fquadron 
which  cruized  between  Cronftadt  and  Krafna-Gorca. 
*  Admiral  Barfch,  who  commanded  that  iquadroji,  re- 
ceived, as  well  as  his  officers,  feveral  marks  of  the  fa- 
tisfadtion  of  the  fovereign. 

A  fire  cbnfumed  a  confiderable  part  of  the  city  of 
Twer.     The  Emprefs  iiifi mediately  granted  to  the  in- 
'  habitants  whofe  houfes  had  been  confumed,  an  aid 
c^  J  00,000  roubles. 

Peterlburgh  fufFered  a  difafter  to  which  the  be- 
nefits of  the  Emprefs  could  not  prefent  a  remedy. 
One  of  the  ftewards  of  the  brandy  warehoufes,  named 

Logtiinoff, 
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LoguinofF,  who  had  prodigioufly  enriched  himfelf^ 
and  had  rendered  but  very  unfatisfa6tory  accounts, 
wa^  obliged  by  Potemkin  to  give  a  feaft  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  capital.  The  entertainer  not  only 
thought  himfelf  too  happy  to  efcape  by  this  nr^eans 
the  difpleafurc  of  government,  but  was  In  hopes 
that  it  would  procure  him  fome  dignity.  The  pro- 
vifions,  the  beer,  the  brandy,  which  he  caufed  to  be 
diflributed,  coft  him  20,000  roubles.  The  people 
flocked  in  crowds  to  the  place  where  this  enormous 
repaft  was  given  •  and  notwithftanding  the  precau- 
tions which  had  been  taken,  difordcr  very  fopn  be- 
gan to  reign  among  fuch  a  number  of  guefts.  They 
difputed  about  the  meat  and  drink;  they  proceeded 
to  blows.  Several  perfons  were  killed ;  others  were 
fo^drunk  that  they  fell  afleep  in  the  ftreets  and  died 
of  cold.     At  leaft  800  periflied.  .      • 

Notwithftanding  her  martiat  and  political  em- 
barraflments,  Catharine  was  always  employed  in 
peaceable  inftitutions;,  and  in  pleafures.  In  the  year 
1764  Ihe  founded  a  houfe  of  education,  under  the 
title  of  convent  of  noble  young  ladies,  and  affigned 
to  it  an  annual  revenue  of  80,000  roubles.  In  a 
iTiort  time  the  number  ef  pupils  was  near  500.  It 
was  the  Emprefs's  pleafure,  that  thofcof  the  fcholarst 
who  were  of  noble  birth  (hould  learn  foreign  lan- 
guages, jind  perform  French  tragedies  and  comedies ; 
and  this  fpeftacle  was,  during  fome  time,  one  of  her 
amufements. 

But  there  were  other  pleafures  to  which  Catharine 
remajned  conftantly  attached.  Althoogb  (he  fre- 
quently changed  her  lover,  her  inclination  to  love 
continued  always  the  fame.  The  Servian  Zoritz  bad 
fixed  her  during  a  year,  and  had  received  confider- 
able  prefent^  and  the  rank  of  major-general.  Potem- 
kin was  neither  jealous  of  the  fortune  nor  the  favours 
which^Zoritz  enjoyed  :  he  fupported  him  on  the, con- 
trary, in  the  apppehenfion  of  feeing  him  fucceeded 
by  fome  more  dangerous  rival.     Catharine   herfelf 

appeared 
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appeared  every  day  more  fiitisfied  with  her  fayoiirite,    -  ^ 
But  all  at  once  (he  font  him  an  order  to  quit  the 
.court.  .  . 

Zoritz  immediately  haftened  to  complain  to  Pot 
temkin,  who  took  upon  him  to  demand  of  the  Em- 
prefs  what  could  be  the  caufevof  the  difgrace  of  his 
protSgL  '*^  Lafl  night  I  loved  him  ;  to-day  I  love  ' 
"  him  no  longer,"  replied  ^he  Emprefs. — ^^  Perhaps^ 
*^  had.  he  been  better  educated,  I  (hould  love  him 

ftill ;  but  his  ignorance  makes  me  blufli.  ^  He  can 

fpeak  nothing  but  Ruffian  :  he  mud  travel  through 
^^  France  and  England  in  order  to  learn  foreign  laiir 
*^  guages/'  ,      ' 

Potemkin  refpe(51cd  the  caprice  of  the  fovereign. 
Zoritz  took  his  departure  for  France. 

The  faipc  day.  Potemkin,  employing  himfelf  in 
looking  'Out  for.  a  fqcceflbr  to  Zoritz,  and  going  to 
pafs  the  evening  at  the  hermitage,  perceived  with 
aftonifhment,  behind  the  arm  chair- of  Catharine,  a 
chamberlain  whom  he  did  not  know.  This  was 
Rimlky  KorzakotF.  From  the  obfcure  rank  of  fer- 
jeant  of  the  guards,  Korzakoff  had  been  fuddenly 
elevated  to  that  of  aid-dc-camp  to  the  Emprefs,  and 
honoured  with  all  the  benefits  which  the  gene- 
rofity.  of  that  Pfincefs  ufually  laviflied  upon  her  fa- 
vourites. 

Korzakoff  w^as  endowed  with  a  fine  figure,  and 
a  very  elegant  air;  but  having  neither  wit  nor  iin* 
derftanding,  it  was  not  in   his  power  any  more  than 
Zoritz's  to  undermine  the  tredit  of  Potemkin.    Be-/ 
iidcs,  he  difarmed  his  jcaloufy  by  facrificing  to  his 
avarice.     A  fingle  fa6l   will    fuffice  to  unfold  the 
character  of  Korzakoff.     As  fdon  as  he  had  obtain-  - 
ed  the  place  of  favourite,  he  thought  that  a  man 
like  him  Ihould  of  neccffity  purchafe  a  library.     He 
immediately  fummoned  the  moft  famous  bookfellcr    > 
in    Petcriburgh,  and  told  him   he  wifhed  to  have 
fome  books,  that  he  might  place  them  in  the  palace 
(of  Waffiltfchikoff^  of  which  the  Emprefs  had  juft 

made 
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inade  him  a  prGient.  The  bookfeller  aflced  him  what 
kind  i»f  bboks  he  preferred.  "  You  know  better 
*^  than  I  do/'  replied  the  favourite ;  *^  that  is  your 

cottfcern.     Large  books  at  the  bottom,  fmall  ones 

a-tbp :  this  is  the  way  ^hey  are  placed  in.  the  library 
*' bf  the  Emprefs."  ' 

It  wais  not  fufBcicnt  to  have  renewed  peace  wi^h 
the  Ottbmans. ,  The.Emprefs  was  iiritated  againft 
Auftria,  whofe  minifter  at  Copenhagen  had  m,^d^ 
v&iti  efforts  to  engage  the  Porte  to  declare  war  with 
Kuflia.  The  moment  of  vengeance  feemed  to  be  on 
tbfe  point  of  prefenting  itfelf. 

The  death  of  Maximilian-Jofeph^  EledlorofBa- 
Varia,  had  furnifhcd  to  the  court  of  Vienna  an  op- 
portunity of  reviving  her  ancient  prctcnfions  With 
^  VefpeiSl  to  that  ele6lorate.  The  ElcdVor-palatine, 
Charles-Theodore,  who  fuccceded  Maximilian-Jo- 
icpb,  and  who  wiihed  to  avoid  war,  acknowledged 
the  tnore  than  dubious  rights  of  the  honfe  of  Auftria^ 
and  confented  to  allow  Jofcph  II.  and  Maria-Therefa 
to  take  pofleffion  of  Bavaria,  the  one  as  the  Emperor 
bf  Gtnnany,  the  other  as  Queen  of  Hungary. 

The  Duke  de  Deux-Ponts,  who  was  the  next  male 
lieir  to  the  EIe6lor  Charles-Theodore,  immediately 
exclaimed  againft  a  treaty  which  injared  the  rights 
.  of  his  houfe.  The  Elector  of  Saxony  alfb  pretended 
to  a  (hare  in  the  fucceflion  of  Maximilian-Jofcph  ; 
Srnd  finally,  the  Dukeof  Mecklenburgh  claimed  are- 
Vevlion  granted  to  his  family  nearly  three  centuries 
back,  and  always  eluded. 

Tbefe  three  Princes  united  to  folicit  the  King 
ofPrCiffiato  defend  tbeir.  rights,  or  father  he  him- 
felf  fecrctly  invited  them  to  commit  their  ca'ufe  into 
'his  hands.  Provoked  at  the  aggrandizement  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  and  ikilful  at  feizing  every  oppor- 
tunity of  fecuring  the  elevation  of  his  own,  he  wiflied 
to  difplay  himfelf  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  as  the  fup- 
portcr  of  the  liberty,  and  of  the  conftitution,  of  Ger- 
many.   This  -monarch,  Svho  had  formerly  made  a 
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jeft  of  being  laid  under  the  ban  of  the  empir6  2&  the* 
Elector  of  Brandeburgh,  pretended  that  Bavaria 
fliould  not  have  been  difpofed  of  without  the  advice 
of  all  the  Eleftors,  and  declared  that  he  was  refolved 
to  maintain  the  Germanic  confiitution. 

There  was  at  firft  a  very  long  paper  war  between' 
Frederick  and  Jofeph  IL  afterwards  they  proceeded 
to  more  ferioiis  conflidls.  Pour  hundred  thoufand 
men  drew  the  fword,  and  blood  began  to  flow  in  the 
fummer  of  1778. 

Upon  this  Catharine  ordered  Maria-Therela  and 
Jofeph  II.  to  be  called  upon  to  renounce  the  invafion 
of  Bavaria,  and  to  conclude  peace.     She  declared 
at  the  fame  time,  *^  That  iTie  was  interefted  for  the 
*•  tranquillity   of  Germany,    and  as  fovereign  of  a 
ftatc  which  had  natural  relations  with  that  part  of , 
Europe,  and  as  being  in  the  ties  of  friendfliip  With 
*^  the' greater  part  of  her  Princes,  above  2^11,  with  him  . 
**  who  had  beheld  himfelf  under  the  neceffity  of  tak- 
'•  ing  up  arms  in  order  to  arreft  the  proceedings  of 
"  the  court  of  Vienna, 

That,  without  dwelling  on  the  political  right  of 
Germany,  (he  adopted  for  her  rule  only  natural 
equity,  and  the  principles  upon  which  all  focicty 
is  founded  ;  that  according  to  thefe  principles  ftic 
"  found  the  whole  empire  was  unjuftly  in   a  ftatc 
'^  of  commotion,  becaufe  the  houfe  of  Auftria  wrfhcu 
to  procure  a  renewal  of  claims  extinguiihed  for- 
centuries  back,  and  omitted  in  the  treaty  of  peace 
of  Weflphalia,  a  treaty  which  is  the  -bafis  and  the 
*^  bulwark  of  the  Germanic '  conftitution ;  that  tno 
infradlions  of  the  court  of  Vienna  expofcd  all  tb^ 
empire  to  an  evident  peril  ;  that  the  downfal  of 
that  empire  would  neceflarily  caufe  a  violent  com- 
motion in  all  the  ftates  adjacent  to  Germany-,  ^^^^ 
^^  rangement  of  the  order  and  cc^uilibrium  of  all  Ku- 
"  rope,  and  perhaps,  in  the  courfe  of  time,  even  P'^^'T' 
''  duce  great  danger  to  Ruffia  ;    tliat  evei^  wife  ati^ 
''  prudent  fovereign  ought  to  forefee  and  to  avert  thefe 
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"  misfortunes,  and  that  the  court  of  Riiffia  could  not 
**  adopt  for  this  purpofe  other  principles  than  thofe 
**"  which  the  court  of  Vienna  had  adopted  on  finiilaf 
"  occi^ons. 

"  That,  of  confcquence,  the  court  of  Ruffia  in* 
vitedthe  Emprefs  Queen  and  the  Emperor  to  make 
an  amicable  arrangement,  cqnfor-mably  to  the  laws 
*^  and  t^e  coriftitution  of  the  empire,  with  the  King 
"ofPruffia,  and  the  other  Princes  interefted  in  the 
*'  fucceffiori  of  Bavaria,  becaufe  that,  in  the  con- 
"  trary  cafe,  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  would  be  obliged 
"  to  pay  ferious  attention  to  what  fhe  owed*  to  her* 
"  own  empire,  to  the  interefts  of  the  prdvinces  which 
"  had  demanded  her  friendfliip  and  affiftance ;  above 
*'  all,  to  her  obligations  towards  her  allies ;  and  that, 
"  in  fine,  the  Ruffian  troops  would  join  themfelvcs 
«  fo  the  Pruffian."    ' 

Catharine  could  eafily  put  this  menace  into  execu- 
tion. She  had  xit  that  time  three  armies  in  Poland  { 
one  of  which,  40,000  ft rong,  arid  wnder' the  com- 
mand of  Prince  Nicholas  R^^in,  had  already  re- 
ceived orders  to  hold  itfcif  in  readinefs  to  march.' 

The  court  of  Vienna  had  a  prefentimcnt  of  th6 
defigns  of  Catharine.  Before  her  declarations  wcr6 
received,  that  court  had  difpatched  a  courier  to  invite 
her  to  become,  in  concert  with  the  court  of  France, 
the  mediatrefs  of  the  differences  which  had  arifed 
between  Auftria  and  Pruffia. 

Immediately  a  congrefs  was  aflemUed  at  Tcfchen. 
The  general  deftined  to  execute  the  vengeance  of 
Catharine  and  Frederick,  Repnin,  appeared  there  as. 
a  pacific  minifter.  Breteilil  came  in.  the  name  of 
France.  The  houfe  of  Auftria  obtained  the  part  of 
Bavaria  fituated  between  the  Danube,  the  Inn,  and 
the  Saltz,  and  peace  ivas  reftored  to  Germany. 
-  A.  D.  1780v  But  whilft:  the  north  of  Europe  re- 
aflumed  her  tranquillity,  the  ibuth  ftill  experienced 
the  effe6ls  of  the  violent  commotion  excited,  threef 
years   bcfpre^  refpedting  the  northern  Countries  of 
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'  America.  England,  France,  Spain,  Holland,  incef-*. 
iantly  armed  new  fquadrons,  and  dy^d  with  blood, 
the  feas  of  the  t\yp  worlds,  irf  order  to  decide  if 
the  inhabitants  of  Bofton  and  of  Philadelphia  (hould^ 
be  free.  .    \ 

War,  and  above  all,  maritime  war  in  Europe,  al- 
ways gives  greater  elafticity  tq  the  commerce  of  the. 
north*  It  is  from  the  north  that  the  principal  part 
of  the  matqrials  necellary  to  the  conftru<51ion  and  to 
the  vidlualling  of  naval  armies  muft  be  ftirnifliedy 
as  well  as  the  fupplies  of  grain,  the  confumption 
of  which  becomes  then  more  confiderable.  The 
Dutch,  for  a  long  time  in  pofleffion  of  the  comiperce 
of  the  Baltic,  wiihing  to  prevent  the  veflels  which 
they  employed  there  from  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  Englifti,  made  them  navigate  under  the  neutral 
flag  of  the  Danes.  But  this  flag  was  little  refpe^led 
by  privateers,  afid  the  fhips  which  bore  it  were  fre- 
quently condu<5led  to  London  or  to  Plymouth.  Thofe 
of  Hamburgh,  of  Bremen,  of  Lubec,  ibared  the  fame 
fate.  The  merchants  of  thofe  cities  upon  this  im- 
plored the  protedlion  o(  Catharine;  and  the  better  to 
fuccefed  with  this  Princefs,  they  knew,  in  giving  mo- 
ney to  her  minifters,  how  to  perfuade  them  to  favour 
their  caufe. 

Her  own  intereft  had  already  difpofed  her  to  this. 
She  never  loft  fight  of  the  means  pf  extending  the, 
commerce  of  Ruilia  ;  and  in  Order  to  give  it  a  greater, 
degree  of  adlivity,  (he  had  juft  aboliftied  the  extraor- 
dinary duties  upon  gr^in,  and -permitted  the  exporta- 
tion of  it  from  Archangel  as  far  as  Riga.  Befides, 
her  pride  was  wounded  that  the  Englifli  paid  no  re- 
fpe6l  to  the  veflels  which  loaded  in  her  ports,  and  that 
they  had  even  fometimes  prefuroed  to  capture  thofe 
which  failed  under  h^r  flag.  » 

Another  motive  completed  her  determination  to - 
prote6l   the  navigation  of  the  north.*     Vergeuncs, 
whofe  intrigues  at  Conftantiriople  had:  formerly  irri- 
tated Catharine,  had  juft  acquired  confiderable  con- 
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fequcnce  with  her,  by  urging  Saint  Prieft  to  pcrfuade 
the  Turks  to  confent  to  the  facrifice  which  Ruflia  re- 
quired. Vcrgennes  had  by  this  means  fttcceeded  in 
carrying  off  from  the  Engrifli  the  affiftance  of  the. 
K.uflian  fleet.  He  conceived  c^n  idea  more  extenfive* 
and  more  worthy  of  a  real  ftatefman  :  he  formed'  the 
project  of  the  armed  neutrality,  to  which  almoft  al! 
the  powers  of  Europe  fucceffively  acceded. 

Well  acquainted  with  tbe  pride  of  the  Emprefs, 
Vergennes  knew  how  to  intcreft  her  in  the  execution 
of  his  project.  He  caufed  it  to  be  fuggefted  to  her 
by  the  minifters  of  Denmark  and  Sweden.  It  was 
prefented  to  her  with  fo  much  art,  that  (he  did  not 
hefitate  to  adopt  it ;  and  flie  perfuaded  herfelf  that 
,lbe  had  been  almoft  entirely  the  author  of  it,  or  at 
leaft  (he  appeared  to  wi(h  that  others  fhould  be- 
lieve fo. 

From  this  time  (he  refblved  to  employ  force  in  the 
protection  of  her  fliipping ;  (he  propofed  to  tbe  courts 
of  Copenhagen  and  of  Stockholm  to  arm  each  of  them 
a  fquadron  which  ilioiild  join  itfelf  to  h'er's,  in  order 
to  defend  their  neutrality. 

The  wifhes  of  Denmark  had  outrun  this  invitation. 
The  prudent  minifter  who  governed  that  ftate,  well 
unuerftood  the  value  of  an  alliance,  without  which 
the  Englifli  would  have  laughed  at  the  armaments  of 
the  north.  He  promifed  to  fubfcribe  to  the  treaty 
propofed  by  the  Emprefs. 

The  court  of  Sweden  was  not  fo  ready  to  accede 
to  it :  fhe  was  reftrained  by  France  itfelf,  which  art-- 
fully  perfuaded  her  to  oppofe  fome  difficulties,  in 
order  to  excite  Ruflfia  to  do  them  away.  Befote 
arming  a  combined  fleet,  Guftavus  demanded  an  ex- 
planation refpe6ling  the  manner  in  which  that  ar- 
mament was  to'prote6l  commerce.  He' wiihed  to 
know  if  each  neufral  power-would  defend  the  veflfels 
of  their  allies,  or  tbofe  of  their  own  nation  only.  He 
finally  demanded,  in  <vhat  cafe  neutral  powers  (hould 
make  reprifals  on  thofc  which  were  at  war,  and  if  the 
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Rggreffions  of  one  of  thefe  powers  fhould  be  of  ne-» 
ccffity  Seconded  by  the  others.  ' 

The  Emprefs  replied,  that  a  preliminary  conven- 
tion (hould  be  held  between  all  the  neutral  powers,  to 
eflablifti  in  what  manner  a  free* navigation  ought  to 
be  fecured  to  the  merchantmen  of  thofe  powers,  pro- 
vided thefe  veflels  were  not  laden  with  prohibited 
goods.  She  added,  that  each  power  muft  be  obliged 
to  protedl  the  veflels  of  the  others,  and  that  with  re-^ 
gard  to  reprifals  or  aggreflions,  they  fliould  be  fe- 
conded,  when  they  were  made  ufe  of  according  to  ' 
the  conditions  eftablilhed  by  the  co?nfederated  neu- 
trality ;  but  that,  above  all,  this  alliance  fhould  be 
maritime,  and  dcftined  folely  to  the  protection  of 
commerce.  In  conformity  to  thefe  ideas,  (he  gave 
it  in  charge  to  the  celebrated  mathematician  Epinus 
to  commit  the  plan  of  it  to  writing. 

Satisfied  with  thofe  explanations,  Guftavus  gave 
orders  to,  his  minifter  at  Peterfburgh  to  fiffn  the 
treaty  of  the  armed  neutrality.  The  court  of  Den- 
mark had  preceded  hitn  by  two  days.  • 

Vergennes  had  found  means  to  caufe  a  Ruflian 
vefll^l  to  be  captured  by  a  Spanifh  privateer.     Upon 
this,  Catharine  waited  not  for  the  acceflion  of  Swe- 
den and  Denmark  to  make  known  her  defigns  to  the 
courts  of  London,  Verfailles  and  Madrid.     Her  am- 
bafl^dors  conveyed  them  a  djeclai^ation,  in  which  (he 
complained  that  the  rights  of  ,nations'  had  been  vio- 
lated in  the  perfbns  of  her  fubjedls;  that  their  com- 
merce had  been  reftrained,  their  navigation  inter- 
rupted ;  and  that  to  prevent,  in  future,  nmilar  griev- 
ances, fhe  was  making  preparations  to  fuftain  by  force 
the  rights  which  belonged  to  all* neutral  powers.   The 
cabinet  of  St.  James's  haflened  to  reply,  that  from 
the  commencement  of  the  war  orders  had  been  given, 
in  the  moft  pofitive  manner,  to  the  comtnanders  of 
veflels,  to  pay  re(^edt  to  the  flag  of  Ruffia.  Notwith- 
ftanding  that  afTurance,  the  Englifti  continued  for 
fon^e  time  to  capture  HufHan  Vefliels^  and  to  procure  a 
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judgment  from  the  courts  of  the  Britifh  admiralty* 
refpe<fting  the  validity  of  prizes.  The  Emprefs  chal- 
lenged thefc  tribunals.  The  conteft  was  on  the  point 
of  becomino:  ferious,  when  the  Englifh  put  an  end 
to  it  by  relcafing  the  vcflels. 

Pruflia,  Auftria,  ^nd  even  Portugal,  united  them- 
felves  with  the  other  neutral  powers,  and  that  naval 
'   confederacy  a<^cd  as  a  powerful  curb  to  the  defpotifm 
bf  the  nation  which  pretends  to  arrogate  to  herfclf 
the  fovercTgnty  of  the  feas. 

The  Bri<i(h  minifter  at  Peterfburgb  laboured  with 
warmth  to  break  the  league  of  the  neutrality,  or  at 
leaft  to  prevent  Ruffia  from  proteclipg  the  vcflels  of 
other  nations.  There  is  no  kind  of  engine  which  he 
did  hot  make  ufe  of  with  Potemkin  :  he  laviflied  pre- 
fents  on  his  nieces,  and  gave  to  himfelf  50,000l. 
flerling,  in  order  that  he  might  perfuade  the  Em- 
prefs to  alter  her  refolution.  But  the  afcendant  of 
Bptemkin  had  ftill  lefs  influence  over  her  than  the* 
counfels  of  pride.^^  Befides,  the  fkill  of  Sir  James 
Harris  w^as  baffled  by  a  ftratagem  fufficiently  lin- 
gular. *  ,  >  ' 

As  foo.n  as  the  minifler  bad  difcovered  that  an  at- 
tempt was  making  to  perfuade  the  Emprefs  to  pro- 
pofe  the  armed  neutrality,  he  drew  up  a  long  me- 
morial to  oppofe  this  projeft,  and  tranfmitted  it  to 
Potemkin,  who  promifed  to  recommend  it  to  the  fo- 
vercign..  Whether  it  was  that  the  Englifh  minifttt 
thought  he  might  take  it  upon  hkn  to  boaff  of  what 
he  had  juft  done,  or  whether  it  was  mentioned  by  Po- 
temkin, the  partisans  of  the  neutrality  very  foon  got 
information  of  it.  Immediately  the  minKlcr  of  France, 
Verac,  in  concert  with  Panin,  had  recourfc'to  a  cer- 
tain Mifs  Guibald,  a  very  bold  and  artful  girl,  who 
lived  with  the  nieces  of  Potemkin,  and  was  on  very 
familiar  terms  wjth  the  Prince.  That  girl  fecretly 
picked  the  memorial  from  the  pocket  of  Potemkin. 
Notes  were  inftantlv  taken  of  it,  and  another  me- 
morial  drawn  up,  in  which,  without  appearing  to 
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have  had  any  knowledge  of  the  firft,  it  was  comw 
pletely  refuted.  The'  paper  of  Sir  James  Harris  wa^ 
as  flcHfully  reftored  to  its  place  as  it  had  been  drawii 
from  it,  and  the  other  was  prefented  to  the  Em- 
prefs. 

When  Potemkin  afterwards  prefented  to  the  Em- 
prefs  the  memorial  oftheBritifh  minifter,  {he  faw'that' 
it  contained  nothing  which  had  not  been  replied  to  be- 
forehand ;  this  therefore  only  added  to  the  defire  (he 
had  to  league  the  powers  of  the  north  againft  Eng- 
land. > 
Sir  James  Harris  was  foon  informed  of  the  method 
which  had  been  employed  to  make  ufe  of  his  memo- 
rial againft  himfclif^  and  was  fo  afFedled  by  it  that  he 
fell  lick.                      •  • 

Potemkin  enjoyed  the  higheft  degree  of  favour. 
Every  day  fomc  new  gift  of  the  fovereign  augmentecf 
his  immenfe  riches,  and  fome  title  of  honour  was 
added  to  the  long  lift  of  his  dignities.  The  court, 
the  army,  the  navy,  all  ^ere  in  fiibje6lion  to  him. 
He  placed  minifters,  generals,  favouritfes,  or  difplacecf  . 
them  at  his  pleafure;  and  caprice  alone  diredled  his 
benevolence  or  his  cenfure. 

With  all  the  exterior  of  a  vulgar,  and' frequently  af 
brutal  franknefs,  Potemkin  was  vciy  artful.  He  go- 
verned the  Emprefs  by  didlating  his  wifties  to  her 
with  haughtinefe,  but  appeared  at  the  fame  time  to 
^breathe  only  for  her  fcrvice:  ^  Hie  treated  with  info- 
lence  the  moft  ancient  general*  and  the  grandees  of 
the  ft^te,  whom  he  thought  he  might  infult  with  in), 
punity,  and  kept  on  good  terms  with  all  thofe  whofe 
fpirit  and  courage  he  flood'  in  awe  of 

Marefchal  RomanzofF  was  almoft  the  only  general' 
who  would  not  abafc  himfelf  before  Potemkin.  Ac- 
cordingly, this  laft  dreaded-  his  inflexibility  as  much  * 
ashe  envied  him  the  glory  of  being  the  conqueror  of 
the  Turks.  The  hatred  which  he  bore  to  Marefchal' 
ftomanzoft^  extended  even' to  the  Counters  de  Bruce, 
Jii^  lifter,  one;  of  the  moft  intimate  confidants  of  Ca- 
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tharine.  The  ingrate  forgot  that  the  Countefs  dc 
Bruce  had  been  favourable  to  his  firft  conne<5iion  with 
that  Princefs.  Living*  familiarly  with  the  Countefs 
de  Bruce,  and  teftifying  the  utnnoft  friendfhip,  he 
watched  her  difcourife,  her  every  flep,  and  confi- 
dently promifed  hin>felf  to  ruin  her,  if  he  could  meet 
with  an  opportunity :  all  at  once  chance  furniihed 
him  with  it. 

KorzakofF  was  at  that  time  beloved  of  the  Emprefs. 
The  benefits,  the  honours  with  which  Ihe  overwhelm- 
ed htm,  ought  to  have  infpired  him,  if  not  with 
love,  at  lead  with  gratitude ;  but  he  poflefled  only 
thoughtleflhefs  and  vanity*  The  Countefs  de  Bruce, 
who  faw  him  every  day  about  the  Emprefs,  conceived 
'an  inclination  for  him :  (he  cpuld  not  however  give 
berfelf  up  at  firfl:  to  this  propenfity.  The  conftraint 
in  which  the  lovers  of  Catharine  lived,  allowed  them 
but  little  opportunity  for  injRdelities.  Potemkin  af- 
iifled  the  Countefs  dc  Brucb  to  overcome  every  ob- 
ilacle  :  he  took  upon  himfelf  the  charge  of  being  her 
confidant ;  he  furnifhed  her  with  the  means  of  hav- 
ing fecret  interviews  with  KorzakofF;  and  although 
he  bad  fome  elleem  for  the  favourite,  he  refolved  to 
Sacrifice  him,  in  the  hope  of  involving  in  his  ruin  the 
lifier  of  RomanzofF. 

.  The  projeft  of  Potemkin  fucceedcd.  The  Emprefs 
was  not  flow  of  difcovering  that  (he  was  deceived  by 
her  favourite  and  by  her  friend.  She  immediately 
ordered  the  one  to  travel  out  of  her  empire,  and  the 
other  to  repair  to  Mofcow.  She  refolved  henceforth 
that  (he  would  not  again  have  a  female  friend,  but 
(he  could  not  fo  eafily  forni  the  refolution  to  difpenfe 
with  a  favourite.  The  fame  day  Lanlkoi,  a  chevalier* 
garde,  of  the  moft  beautiful  and  moft  in  terefting  figure^ 
yfa$  upon  duty  at  the  door  pf  the  Emprefs,  when  Ge- 
neral TolftoT  was  (truck  with  his  graceful  mien,  and 
caufed  his  fovereign  to  remark  it.  From  this  mo- 
ment the  choice  of  Catharine  was  decided ;  and  it 
will  be  fcen  in  the  f^quel  of  this  work,  that  of  all  her 
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foyers  Lanfkoi  was  the  one  whom  fhe  moft  loved^and 
who  was  the  moft  worthy  of  being  beloved.  ' 

Although  Potemkin  had  not  any  fhare  in  the  ele- 
vation of  Lanlkdi,  he  did  not  the  lefs  exaft  a  tribute 
which  he  was  accuftomed  to  regard  as  lawful,  and 
the  new  favourite  thought  himfelf  too  happy  to  pur- 
chafe  fccretly  his  good  will  by  a  prefcnt  of  200,000 
roubles.  '^  . 

The  covetoufnefs  of  Potemkin  was  fo  exceffivel 
that  in  order  to  extort  money  he  was  not  afliamed 
to  defcend  to  the  moft  contemptible  bafenefs.  Will 
it  be  believed  that  this  man,  fo  enormoufly  rich, 
made  ufe  of  a  carte-blanche  of  the  Emprefs  to  fa-i- 
bricate  an  order  which  enjoined  the  f^rince  Woefem- 
flcy,  grand-treafurer  of  the  empire,  to  pay  him  dowa 
1 00,000  roubles  ?  Woefemlky  gave  the  lum,  and 
afterwards  (hewed  the  order  to  the  Emprefs,  vtbo, 
not  lefs  humiliated  than  furprifed  at  the  vile  audacity 
of  Potemkin,  durft  not  even  fpeak  of  it  to  him. 

But  the  intrigues  and  ftr^tagems  of  the  courtier 
were  not  the  fole  occupations  of  Potemkin.  This 
ambitious  favourite  flattered  himfelf  that  he  would 
caufe  the  Emprefs  to  be  crowned  in  Conftantinople^ 
and  defired  it  ftill  more  ardently  than  (he  did,  be- 
caufe  he  wifhed  afterwards  to  reign  there  under  the 
name  of  that  t^rincefs,  and  to  render  himfelf  without 
doubt  independent.  He  refolved  to  begin  by  taking, 
pofleffion  of  the  Krimea :  but  in  order  to  arrive  at 
this,  it  was  neceflary  to  be  in  accord  with  the  Em-^ 
peror  of  Germany.  He  communicated  to  Catharine 
thedelign  which  he  had  of  leaguing  himfelf  with  thii 
Prince.  She  did  not  helitate  to  approve  of  it.  Wheii 
he  afterwards  propofed  it  in  council,  Panin,  who 
was  ftrongly  attached  to  the  alliance  of  Pruflia,  faid 
that  there  would  be  great  danger  in  detaching  Ruffia 
from  that  power.  Notwithftanding  this  the  plan  of 
Potemkin  was  adopted.  Panin  was  fo  afilifted  at  it 
that  he  fell  ill^  and  withdrew  from  the  adminiftration 
of  affairs. 

E  e  3      .  At 
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.At  il^is  period  Bezborodko  was  admitted  into  the 
council.  Bezborodko  had  been  at  firft  fqcretary  of 
M^refcKal  .RomanzofF,  with  Zawadoffsky.  ^  As  well 
^  Zawadoffsky,  he  had  become  fecretary  of  the  clo^ 
fet  to  the  Emprefs,  but  he  had  not  been  like  him 
elevated  to  the  poft  of  favourite.  He  was  nominated 
piiniilcr  of  the.  interior.  Oftermann,  who^  fince  his 
return  from  Sweden,  occupied  the  place  of  vice-chan- 
cellor, perfornoed  all  the  duties  with  which  Panin  had 
been  long  entrufted. 

••  Catharine  defired  to. have  an  interview  with  Jo- 
feph  IIw.  The  proje<9:s  which  flic  had  juft  adopted  re- 
quired that  flje  fliOiild  have  a  conference  with  that 
]rrince.  ,  She  begged  him  ther)  to  come  and  join  her 
jn.  Poland,  and  iipmediately  took  her  departure. for 
JVIohilofF. 

Perhaps  it  will  not  be  ufelefs  to  obferve,  that  dur- 
J/ig  her  frequent  ex.cu'rGons  the  Emprefs  did  not  con- 
fide to  the  Grand-duke  either  the  command  of  the 
capital,  npr  the  adminiftration  of  a  fingle  affair.  Born 
jgeneraliflimo  of  the  Ruffian  armies,  he  never  led  a 
fingje  regiment  to  battle ;  and,  grand-admiral  of  the 
Baltic,  be  was  not  permitted  once  to  vifit  the  fleet  at 
Cronftadt.  Are  thefe  yien  the  proofs  of  that  maternal 
^ffedlion  of  which  Catharine  fo  frequently  vaunted  ? 

Panin,  to  whom  the  Emprefs  ufually  delegated  the 
daujgerous  honour  of  reprefenting  her,  had  for  fome 
time  retired  into  the  country.  There,  more  over- 
whelmed with  languor  and  difcontent  than  with  dif- 
pafe,  and  grown  out  of  date  rather  than  old,  he  was 
vegetating  on  the  brink  of  the. grave.  Field-maref- 
ch^l-  Alexander  Michaelowitz  Gallitzin  was  entruftr 
pd  ppon  this  occ^fion  with  the  command  of  Peterf- 
turgh. 

Howievcr,  the  Erqprefs  was  already  at  MohilofF, 
whpr.e  Jpfeph  II.  bad  preceded  her.  A  part  of  the 
gran4ees  of  Poland  repaired  thither.  The  pomp 
which  furrounded  Catharine,  and  the  luxury  of  the 
rolifti  nobles,  formed  a  whimfical  contraft  with  thq 

fimplicity 
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ftmplicity  of4.lTe  drcfs  and  manners  o(  the  Emperor 
of  Germany^  That  Prinae  had  taken  the  name  6f 
Count  de  Falkenflein^.  He  entreated  the  Emprefs  to 
dilpcnfe  with  all  vain  etiquette,  and  all  troubJefpme 
cercvnony  :  Catharine  joyfully  coniented  to  it.  ' 

They  had  fevc:  1  fccrct  converfations,  in  which 
they  promi fed  to  attack  the  Ottomans  in  concert^ 
to  divide  a  part  of  their  fpoils,  and  to  re-eftablifli  the 
ancient  Greek  republics.  In  order  to  determine  the 
empire  to  enter  into  her  views,  Catharine  confented 
to  favour  the  exchange  of  Bavaria  for  the  Auftriaa 
Netheriarids,  with  exception  of  the  countries  of  N3- 
njur  and  Luxemburgh,  ^nd  fhe  engaged  to  fuppoit 
it  againft  the  oppofition  of  the  King  of  Pruflia  and 
the  other  Princes  of  the  empj^^c.  A  treaty,  figncd 
fome  time  afterwards  at  Tzarlko-Zelo,  confirmed  thefe 
different  promifes.  Catharine  invited  the  Emperor  • 
to  pay  a  viiit  to  Ruffia ;  and  this  Prince,  always  fond 
-of  travelling  and  information,  took  the  road  to  Mdf- 
cow,  whilft  the  Emprefs  returned  direftly  to  Peterf- 
burgh. 

Although  Catharine  was  not  ignorant  of  the  aver- 
fion  which  the  Emperor  had  for  luxury,  ihe  gave  hiim 
entertainments  of  an  extreme  magnificence.  But 
feafts  made  very  little  impreffion  on  Jofeph  II. :  what 
.  occupied  him  the  moll:  was  the  care  of  visiting  ufeful 
cftabiifliments,  and  the  monuments  of  the  arts.  ..,Ha 
had  feen  at  Mofcow,-  the  Kremlin,  the  Khii:aigorod, 
the  hofpitals  for  monks,  the  library  and  the  archives 
of  the  hiftory  of  the4iortb,  placed  in  fuch  fine  order 
by  the  learned  Muller.  He  had  flopped  at  Toula.to 
examine  the  manufactory  of  fteel,  on  which  Catha-»  , 
rine  has  fpared  no  expenfe,  and  which  perhaps  is  not 
inferior,  from  the  beauty  of  its  produdlions,  to  the 
man ufadures. of  England. 

He  likewife  vifited  all  that  Peterfburgh  and  ttje 
port  of  Cronftadt  prefented  as  objects  of  curiofity. 
He  examined  in  detail  the  arfenals,  the  dock-yards, 
the  toaaufadures,   and  Gvery  where  received  fome 

Ee  4;  '  flattering  ^ 
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flatterirtg  mark  of  the  attention  of  the  Emprcfs. 
When  he  entpred  the  academy  of  fcierices,  a  volume 
of  geographical  charts  was  prefented  to  him;^  among 
which  was  found  already  engraved  that  of  his  journey 
from  Vienna  to  Peterfburgh,  At  the  academy  of 
the  arts,  he  faw  a  colledtion  of  coins,  on  which  was 
his  portrait,  with  an  infcription  analagous  to  his  in- 
clination for  travelling,  and  to  his  chara6ter. 

Atlaft  Jofeph  11.  quitted  Ruflia,  equally  afloniflied 
at  the  mixture  of  refinement  and  barbarity  which  the 
Ruffian  na^tion  had  prefented  to  his  view,  and  with 
the  grandeur  and  the  weaknefles  of  the  Emprtft. 
He  could  not  conceive  how  a  woman,  whofe  genius 
feemed  to  be  formed  to  bring  the  whole  world  into 
fubjedion,'  fhould  be,  in  the  midft  of  her  court,  the 
Have  of  two  favourites. 

A  fliort  time  after  the  departure  of  Jofeph  II.  the 
hereditary  Prince  of  Pruflia  arrived  at  Peterfburgh. 
His  refidence  there  had  nothing  remarkable  in  it. 
They  gave  him,  ijideed,  banquets  innumerable;  but 
entertainments  were  not  an  extraordinary  thing  at  the 
court  of  Ruflia. 

Perceiving  that  fo  many  Princes  quitted  their  flates 
to  go  and  viiit  foreign  countries,  the  Emprefs  refolv- 
edto  fend  the  Grand- duke  on  his  travels.  Accuf- 
tomed  to  tl)e  refpedl  and  to  the  moderation  of  this 
Prince,  (he  no  longer  dreaded  his  abfence ;  and  ftie 
flattered  herfelf  that,  in  contemplating  the  heir  of 
her  throne,  Etirope  would  take  a-ftill  greater  concern 
in  herfelf.  The  Grand-duke  and  Dutchefs  travers- 
ed Poland  and  Auftria,  arfd  repaired  to  Italy,  from 

whence  they  returned  to  Peterfburgh  by 
A.  D.  1781.  France  and  Holland,  During  the  four- 
teen months  that  their  travels  Tafted,  the 
Empreis  was  not  ignorant  of  any  thing  which  befel 
them.  Almoft  every  day  a  courier  was  difpatched  to 
her,  to  inform  her  where  they  were,  and  what  they 
were  doing.  » 

They  had  undoubtedly  as  carneft  a  defire  to  know 

what 
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what  was  going  on  at  Peterfburgh  :  but  the  Enipreis 
did  not  ehuie  that  they  Ihould  receive  any  infonnation. 
Brigadier  aid-de-camp  BibikofF,  who  prefumed  to 
brave  the  will  of  his  fovereign,  was  not  flow  of  being 
difcovered.  His  lettei-s,  addreffed  to  Prince  Alexan- 
der Kourakin,  who  .accompanied  the  Grand-duiLe^ 
were  intercepted  at  Riga.  They  contained  minute 
details,  rather  too  highly  feafoned.  The  various  per- 
fonages  of  the  court  were  ther'e  diftinguifhed  by 
names  farcaftically  chara6teriftic,  and  their  defeats 
artfully  expofed.  BibikofF  was  inftantly  condemned 
to  go  and  repent  of  his  temerity  at  Aftrakhan,  where 
be  died  foon  after. 


>m^f9* 
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Catharine  IL  tenders  her  Mediation  toward  a  Peace  he^ 
Pween  Britain  and  Holland — Bobrinjky — Prote£fion 
granted  to  the  Jejiiits — Jrevafion  of  the  Krimea-^ 
,  Death  ofPanin  and  of  Gregory  Orloff- — CormeS^ioH 
between  Rufjia  and  Perfta^  China  and  Japan — Catha^ 
rine  wijhes  tofupport  the  Rights  of  Jofeph  IL  to  ths 
Navigation  of  the  Scheldt — Death  of  Lan/kot- — Yer^ 
moloff  Favourite^-^League  of  the  Eledors — Treaty 

'  of  Commerce  with  France Toleration  Dinner i-^-^ 

Momonoff  fucceeds  Yermolojf- — Catharine  furchajes 
the  Libraries  of  Voltaire  and  of  d'' Aleinhert^ 

^r^ HE  armed  neutrality  already  covered  the  ocedia 
JL  with  its  flags.*  The  Ruffian  fquadrons  profe- 
cuted  their  excurfions  even  all  over  the  Mediterra* 
nean.  Commerce  was  fefFedually  protc<Sled  in  all 
feas.  The  Dutch,  who  had  hefitated  to  join  the 
naval  confederacy,  were  foon  made  to  repent  it.  The 
court  of  London  declared  war,  againft  them.  The 
£mprefs  bpwevcr  abandoned  them  not.    She  knew 

.  «  what 
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what  a  refource  they  had  proved  when  (he  was  obliged 
to  negotiate,  loans,  and  what  fupplies  fhe  might  ftill 
derive  from  them.  She  tendered  her  mediation  both 
to  them  and  to.  Great  Britain.  The  Dutch  accepted 
it  joyfully;  England  dared  not  dire6lly  to  reje6l  it. 

.   E^it  the  ambitious  policy  of  the  cabinet  of  St.  James\ 

.  for  a  long  time  paft  jealous  of  the  commerce  of  the 
Dutch,  found  means,  without  giving  t)fFence  to' the 
Emprefs,  to  rcnder  almoft  ufelefs  her  pacific  inten- 
tions :  peace  with  Holland  was  the  lalt  conpkided. 

The  Ruffians  became  at  length  reconciled  to  the 
yoke  of  Catharine:  but  many  of  them  detefted  it; 
and  without  entering  into  fruitlefs  cabals,  they  madly 
exerted  thcmfelves  to  injure  the  Emprefs  by  hurting 
the  empire.  To  that  fatal  intention  we  muft  at  leaft 
afcribe  the  conflagrations  which  defolated  the  cities 
of  Mofcow  and  Peterlburgh.  Mofcow  beheld  her 
famous  Khitaigorod  reduced  to  afhes^  and  loft  three 
millions  of  roubles.  Peterlburgh  was  for  three  days 
'  fucceffively  the  fpedtator  of  the  burning  of  her  beauti- 
ful magazines  of  WaffiliOftrofF,  of  200  houfes,' and 
cfmanyfhips.  Both  of  thefedifafters  involved  the 
lofs  of  a  great  number  of  lives. 

Another  calamity,  which  appears  to  be  the  efFedl 
not  of  malignity  but  of  ignorance,  was  the  lofs  of  two 
Ruffian  ftips  of  the  line;  the  one  of  which  went  to 
piefces  on  the  (hallows  level  with  the  water  off  the 
jfles  of  Hieres,  and  the  other  on   the  rocks  of  the 

J  Krimea.  Whatever  pains  bad  bpen  taken  by  Peter  I. 
and  his  fucceflors  to  form  good  feamen,  Rnffia  pof- 
fefles  to  this  4ay   but  very  few  officers  capable  of 

-  comnaanding  a  Ihip  of  war.  ^ut  for  the  Dutch,  the 
Danes,  and  efpecially  the  Englifh,  her  fquadrons 
durft  hardly  venture  to  navigate  out  of  the  Baltic. 

A,  B.  1782.  For  a  Jong  time  paft,  Gregory  and 
Alexis  OrlofF  bad  retired  from  court.  All  of  a  fud- 
dtn  tbey  re-appeared,  and  found  themfelves  almoft 
ftranger^  there.  They  had  both  married,  and  were 
juft*  returned  from  travelling  through  France  and 

'  Italy. 
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Italy.     Gregory,  unable  to  bear  the  fight  cf  an  alU 
powerful  rival,  foon  abfented  hiofjfelf  once  niore. 

Bobrinlky  about  this  trme  returned  to  Petcrfburgh* 
Tliat  beloved  Ibu,  whom  the  Emprcl)  had  by  Gre- 
gory Orloff,  fcemed  dcftined  to  attain  the  hVfl:  dig- 
nities of  the  empire.  But  the  vices  which  he  con- 
trailed  during  his  refidence  at  the  acadeoiy  of  ca^ 
dets,  and  on  his  travels,  retidered  unprofitable  both 
ihe  tendenicfs  of  his  motI)er  and  the  attention  {fee 
had  beftowed  on  bis  education. 

When  Bobrinfiiy  had  finilhed  his  ftudies  at  Leip- 
zig and  Eaufanne,  Catharine  was  defirous  of  com- 
initting  the  entire  charge  pf  him  to  none  but  a  maa 
whorn  his  underftandjng,  his  learning  and  his  wif#. 
dom  ibould  render  worthy  of  fucb  a  truft.  In  order 
to  find  fuch  a  man,  (he  applied  to  Betzkoi,  diredlor 
of  the  imperial  corps  pf  cadets,  and  the  moft  affidu- 
ous  of  flatterers.  BetzkoV,  who  thought  of  nothing 
but  the  advancement  of  his  own  family,  and  who 
imagined  that  the  natural  fon  of  Catharine  would  ne*- 
ceflarily  p.ro<mre  ^  .grqat  fortune  to  the  perfon  who 
might  be  employed  as  governor  to  him,  aiTured  the 
Emprcfs  that  lieutenant-colonel  Ribas,  his  fon-in- 
law,  was  the  only  perfon  qualified  to  fill  this  ftation. 
The  Emp*-efs  believed  it.  ^Bobrinlky,  at  that  time 
gentle,  modeft,  dcx^ile,  was  put  under  the  tuition  of 
itibas,  and  thereby  foon  acquired  that  depravity  of 
mariners,  and  that  i.nfolence,  which  could  not  fail  to 
b<^  communicated  to  him  by  the  fcflons  and  the  ex- 
ample of  his  profligate  inUru6lor.  - 

After  fome  time,  Catharine  wiQied  Bobrinfky  to 
travel  through  France  and  England ;  and  had  him 
accotnpanied  by  BoufchouyefF,  who,  unable  to  cor- 
fe<Sl  his  morals,  and  unwilling  to  connive  *at  his  ir- 
'  regularities,  left  him  at  Paris,  living  with  a  commoti 
profl:itute,  and  returned  alone  to  Pcterfbargh*  Bob- 
riniky  was  fuddenly  recalled. 

Affli(9:ed  at  tjie  ill  conduct  of  this  fon,  the  Em- 
prefs  fufif^ri^d  it  long  like  an  indulgent  mother.    But, 

though 
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though  (he  never  fent  for  bim  to  court,,  unlefs  fe- 
cretly,  fhe  was  fenfible  that,  fo  long  as  he  remained 
in  the  imperial  refidence,  (he  would  frequently  be 
put  to  the  blufh  on  his  account,  (he  determined  to 
panifh  him  to  ReveL 

During  her  excurfion  to  MohilofF,  the  EUnprefs  h,ad 
obferved  that  tha  people  of  White  Ruflia  who,  for 
the  moft  part,  profefled  the  Catholic  religion,  were 
very  much  attached  not  only  to  that  religion,  but  to 
-the  order  of  Jefuits.  Refle6ling  afterwards  that  there 
could  be  little  danger  in  permitting  tbefe  ecclcfiaftics 
to  live  in  a  corner  of  her  vaft  eftates,  whereas,  on  the 
contrary,  it  was  advantageous  for  her  to  flatter  the 
.  prejudices  of  the  inhabitants  of  her  new  provinces, 
(he  named  as  Catholic  archbifhop  of  MohilofF  the 
Lithuanian  Seftrenkewitfch,  an  ancient  officer  of 
huflars  in  the  fervice  of  Pruffia,  and  gave  him  as  co- 
adjutor a  Jefuit  called  Benilawfki.  She  at  the  fame 
time  permitted  the  eftablifhmcnt  of  a  feminary  of  Je- 
fiiits,  the  direAion  of  which  was  confided  to  father 
Gabriel  Denkiewitz,  appointed  vicar-general  of  hw 
order. 

A.  D.  1783.  Benilawfki  was  prefently  difpatched 
to  Rome,  in  quality  of  minifter  from  the  court  of 
Rulfia.  On  demanding  of  Pius  VI.  the  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  fociety  of  Jefuits,  he  delivered  him,  in 
name  of  the  Emprefs,  a  letter  which,  out  of  deference 
tolhe  Greek  Cbriftians,  (he  difavowed  in  the  Peterf- 
burgh*  Gazette,  but  which  was  neverthelefs  aiftually 
written  with  her  own  hand.  The  following  are  fome 
cxtradls  from  it.  . 

I  know  that  your  Holinefs  is  under  confiderable 
embarraflinents ;  but  fear  is  little  fuitable  to  your 
eharadler.  -  Your  dignity  cannot  harmonize  with 
politics,  ib  long  as  politics  are  at  variance  with  re- 
ligion. The  motives  which  have  induced  me  to 
grant  protedlion  to  the  Jefuits^  are  founded  in  rea- 
^n  and  juflice,  as  well  as  on  the  hope  of  their  be- 
coming ufeful  to  my  eftates*    This  aflemblage  of 

'^  ^peaceable 
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peaceable  and  inofFenfive  men  (hall  live  in  my  em- 
pire, becaufe,  of  all  Catholic  focieties,  they  are  the 
bed  qualified  to  inftru6l  my  fubjedls,  and  to  infpitc 
them  with  fentiments  of  humanity  and  the  genuine 
principles  of  the  Chriftian  religion. 
"  I  am  refolved  to  fupport  thefe  priefts  againft 
every  power  whatever,  and,  in  fo  doing,  1  only 
perform  my  duty,  as  I  am  their  fovereign,  and 
look  upon  them  as  faithful,  ufeful  dnd  innocent 
fubje6ls.  I  anti  fo  much  the  piore  defirous  to  fee 
^^  foiir  of  them  invefted  with  the  power  of  confirming 
"  at  Mofcow  and  Peterfburgh,  that  the  two  Catholic 
*^  churches  of  thofe  cities  are  confided  to  their  car^. 
^'  Who  can  tell  whether  Providence  is  not  going  to 
^^  make  thefe  pious  men  the  inftruments  of  efFedling 
^^  the  union,  fo  long  defired,  between  the  Greek  and 
"  Roman  churches  ?  Let  your  Holinefs  bani(h  all 
^^  apprehenfion,  for  i  am  determined  to  maintain,  to 
"  the  full  extent  of  my  pow^r,  the  rights  which  you 
*^  have  received  froni  Jefus  Chrift." 

The  ambafladors  of  France  and  Spain,  afl:oniflied 
to  behold  at  Rome  a  minifter  furnifhed  with  creden- 
tials from  the  court  of  Ruflia,  employed  all  their  Ikill 
to  difcover  what  could  be  the  objedl  of  thefe  nego- 
tiations. Pius  VI,  himfelfdifclofed.it  to  them,  and 
demanded  what  anfwer  he  (hould  return.  Each  of 
them  confulted  his  own  court  on  the  fubjedl,  neither 
of  which  chofe  openly  to  interfere.  The  Pope  tranf- 
mitted  to  his  ambafladors  a  brief,  which  declared  null 
every  thing  done  contrary  to  that  by  which  Clement 
XIV.  had  fupprefledthe  Jefuits  But  at  the  fame 
time  he  fent  to  Peterfburgh  the  nuncio  Archetti, 
who  confecrated  the  archbifhop  of  MohilofF  and. his 
coadjutor,  and  confented,  in  name  of  thie  Pope,  to 
all  that  Catharine>requefted.  As  the  reward  of  Ar- 
chetti's  complaifance,  that  Princefs  alkcd  for  him, 
and  obtained,  a  cardinal's  hat.  Perhaps  the  Empreft 
Jaid  the  greater  ftrefs  on  this  negotiation,  that  flie 
flattered  herfelf  all  the  Jefuits  in  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica 
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rica  ^oiiid  fldck  to  White  Riiffia,  bringing, with 
them  their  tneafures  and  their  indaflry.  Bat  what- 
ever  might  have  been  her  expedlations,  Jhe  fpoils  of 
Paraguay  did  not  find  their  way  ta  Mohiloff.  The 
Jefuits  were  too  cunning  to  put  themfelves  and  their 
property  into  the  hands  of  a  Princefs,  with  whofedef- 
potifm  and  infatiable  ambition  they  were  perfectly 
well  acquainted.  ' 

.The  Emprefs  at  lafl:  completed  the  diviflon  of  her 
provinces,  and  they  all  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  the  re- 
gulations which  ftie  began  to  introduce,  in  1776,  into 
the  governments  of  Twer  afid  of  Smolenfko.  Every 
year  of  her  reign  was  difiinguiftied  by  conquefls  or 
by  r^ew  inftitutions.  The  year  1782  had  been  fo  by 
the  inauguration  of  the  celebrated  ftatue  of  Peter  L 
a  produ6lion  in  which  the  genius  of  Stephen  Fal- 
conet fo  happily  fcconded  the  intentions  of  Catha- 
rine. 

-  Theartift  conceived  the  defign  of  raifing  his  ftatue 
on  a  rude  unpolidied  rock,  emblematic  pedeftal,  which 
lliould  call  back  to  the  minds  of  pofterity,  the  igno- 
rance, and  the  other  obftacles,  which  the  legiflator 
of  Ruflia  had  to  furmount.  An  idea  fo  new  and  fo 
fublime  could  not  fail  to  meet 'with  approbation  ;  and 
immediately  invention  was  at  work  to  find  d  rock,  the 
fize  and  form  of  which  ftiould  corrcfpond  to  the  bold- 
nefs  of  the  conception.  Fortune,  which  ever  looks 
down  on  metliocrity,  and  favours  genius,  kindly  fiep- 
jped  in  to  aflift  Falconet.  In  the  middle  of  a  morafs 
of  Karelia,  ana  at  no  great  dillance  from  a  bay  form- 
ed by  the  Gulf  of  Finland,  was  found  a  rock  com- 
pletely detached,  wbich  rofe  above  the  ground  21 
feet,  and  was  42  in  length  by  34  in  breadth.  Witlf- 
out  delay  they  fell  a-digging  all  round  it,  and  had 
the  fatisfadlion  to  find  it  was  not  adherent  to  any' 
other  rock.  Nay,  it  was  obferved  that  no  other  ftone 
whatever. Gould  be  found  in  the  morafs,  whfere  nature 
had  depofited  it  as  if  by  a  miracle. 

Thefe  ajppeared  an  abfolute  impoffibility  of  moving- 

a  mafs 
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a  mafs  fo  enormous,  and  the  ableft  mechanicians  of 
?  Peteriburgh  could  fuggeft  only  inefficient  modes  of 

conveyancCj  when  a  (irnple  l3lackfmith  propofed  to 
'have  it  placed  on  very  thick  grooved  frames,  filled 
^         with  caanon  ballsj  and  dragged  along  over  thefe  balls 
by  capftans.     This  method  fucceeded  perfe6lly ;  and' 
though  there  be  eleven  verfles  of  morafs  from  the' 
fpot  where  it  was  found  to  Peterfburgh,  though  it 
was  neceflary  to  furmount  heights,  to  pafs  through* 
miry  roads,  to  crofs  rivers,  and  to  embark  it  on  the 
Neva,  it  happily  reached  the  place  of  its  deftination. 

What  will  appear  extraordinary,  a  Greek  adven- 
turer of  the  name  of  Lafcaris,  laid  claim  to  the  in- 
vention of  the  Ruffian  blackfmith,  as  well  as  ta  the 
.  reward  of  7OOO  roubles  promifed  to  the  inventor.  * 
The  court,  informed  of  the  trick  attempted  by  Laf-  • 
caris,  left  him  quietly  to*  enjoy  the  fruit  of  his  impu- 
dence :  and  the  flatterer  Betzkoi,  who  protected  him, 
had  the  add^efs  to  fcrecn  him  from  the  Eippr^fs's  re- 
fehtment.  ^ 

-  Onelideof  the  rock  had  been  ftruck  with  lights 
ning  ;  and  on  applying  the  chifcl  to  pare  off  the  da^ 
maged  parts,  it  was  found,  that  inftead  of  confifting  . 
of  one  homogeneous  fubftance,  the  whole  rriafswas  , 
only  a  compoiition  of  various  forts  of  precious  ftones, 
fuch  as  rock-cryftal,  agate,  granite,  topaz,  cornelian, 
amethyft ;  and  prcfently  the  fineft  ladies  in  Peterf- 
burgh were  decorated  with  bracelets,  ear-rings  and 
necklaces,  hewn  out  of  this  aftonifhing  rock. 

Peter  I.  is  reprefentcd  in  a  Roman  drefs  and  crown- 
ed with  laurels.  The  horfe  he  rides  is  in  the  a6l  of 
fpringing,  with  the  fore-feet  in  the  air.  With  the 
hinder  feet  he  treads  on  a  ferpcnt  of  braft,  the  fym- 
bol  of  envy,  and  this  ferpent,  biting  the  flowing  tail 
of  the  horfe,  fecurcs  the  equilibrium  of  the  whole. 

Soon  after,  Catharine  inftituted  the  order  of  St, 
Wolodimir,  as  a  reward  to  fuch  of  her  fubjetSts  as 
fervedthe  ftate  beneficially  in  fome  civil  employ- 
ment.    She  had  already  ci'^ated  the  military,  order  af - 

St. 
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St.  Greorge,  the  broad  ribbon  of  wfeich  is  given  only 
to  generals  who  have  gained  a  battle.  It  muft  ber  ac- 
knowledged; the  hope  of  obtaining  this  reco'mpenfe 
hiks  perhaps  pufchaied  many  vi6lories  to  Raffia. 
Ah  1  who  knew  better  than  Catharine  what  influx 
cnce  the  decorations  of  vanity  exercife  over  the  mind 
of  man?  ,      ' 

Raffia  beheld  the  advantages  procured  by  her  laft 
conqpefis  incrcafing  with  rapidityJ  Her  commerce 
on  the  Black  Sea  was  continually  making  new  pro- 
grefs.  The  Ruffian  veflels  paffed  through  the  chan- 
nel of  the  Dardanelles,  and  purfued  their  traffic  to 
Aleppo,  to  Smyrna,  or  Jo  the  ports  of  Italy.  The 
delicious  wines  of  Greece  were  imported  into  White 
Ruffia,  and  thence  flowed  all  over  Poland. 

Catharine  had  recently  laid  the  foundations  of  the 
city  of  Kherfon,  on  the  banks  of  the  Dnieper,  about 
ten  leagues  from  Oczakoff,  and  Potemkin  pufhed  for- 
ward the  work  with  incredible  adlivity.  He  was 
frequently  feen  leaving  Peterfburgh,  flying  to  the 
banks  t)f  the  Dnieper,  and  re-appearing  on  thofe  of 
the  Neva,  in  lefs  time  than  it  would  have  taken  an  or- 
dinary man  to  travel  to  Mofcow.  Kherfon  already 
contained  40,000  inhabitants,  and  from  its  dock- 
yards iflljcd  not  only  veflels  fit  for  commerce,  but 
(hips  of  war,  defl:ined  to  make  the  Ottoman  empire 
to  tremble. 

This  advantage  rekindled  the  ambition  of  the  Em- 
prefs  and  of  Potemkin.  They  defired  with  equal  ar- 
dor the  conquefl;  of  a  country  without  which  they 
could  not  flatty  themfelves  irf  the  hope  of  realizing 
theii-  defigns  on  the  Ottoman  empire,  and  the  pof- 
feffion  of  which  was  perhaps  fufficient  to  indemnify 
them  for  the  non-execution  of  thofe  defigns.  Catha- 
rine began  by  detaching  the  Krimea  from  Turkey ; 
and  anon  refolvecl  to  invade  it.  The  fertility  of  this 
country  is  ftill  disputable :  but  the  refources  ,it  fup- 
plies  for  armies,  and  the  advantages  it^prefents  for 
commerce,  cannot  admit  of  a  doubt*  The  importance 

of 
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of  the  Krimea  in  the  eyes  of  Catharine  obliges  me 
here  to  infert  a  brief  defcription  ofit.  -    1 

The. Krimea  is^a  peninfula,  to  which  may  be.  ap* 
plied  what  Strabo  fays  of  Spain,  when  be  compared 
it  to  an  ox-hide  ftretched  out.  The  Krimea  is-aboat 
75  leagues  in  circurtiference,  and  iituated  to  the&utb 
of  Peterfburgh,  between  51^  and  54^  eaft  longitude^ 
and  about  46^  north  latitude.  The  Black  Sea  waflies 
its  coafts  to  the  foufh  and  to  the  weft ;  the  fea  of 
Azoph  and  the  fea  of  Zabaeha  farround  it  to  the 
eaft  and  to  the  north.  The  ifthnius  which  joins  it  to 
the  continent  is  only  a  little  more  than  a  league  and 
a  half  broad.  From  this  ifthmus,  on  which  is  built 
the  fortrefs  of  Perekop,  up  to  the  declivity  of  Kara- 
fou-Bafar,  the  country  is  only  one  vaft  plain,  and 
rifesimpaceptibly  up  to  the  fummit  of  the  declivity, 
which  forms  the  Ibuthern  coaft.  Th^  plain  which 
extends  from  Perekop  to  the  river  Salguir  is  al^out 
25  leagues  in  length.  It  contains  a  great. number  of 
marilies  and  lakes,  which  furnifh  fait  to  the  adjacent 
provinces  of  Ruflia,  to  the  Krimea  itfelf,  to  Natolia 
and  Beflarabia.  • 

You  travel  over  this  whole  plain  of  Perekop  with- 
out meeting  a  fingle  ftream.  The  inhabitants  are 
tinder  the  neceffity  of  conftrudting,  clofe  by  every 
houfe,-  refervoirs  for  preferving  the  rain-water.  The 
earth  is  there  deftitute  of  every  fpecies  of  tree :  not  a 
bufh  is  to  be  feen,  not  a  bramble.  The  plants  cul- 
tivated in  it  do  not  thrive.  This  iiakedngfs  of  foil, 
however,  is  not  to  be  afcribed  to  v/aht  of  fertility, 
but  to  the  numerous  flocks  and  herds  which  incef- 
fantly  roam  over  this  part  oC,the  Krimea,  and  devour 
or  deftroy  the  vegetables  which  it  produces  thjB  in- 
ftant  they  begin  to  Ihoot   •*. 

The  propi^nfitjf  which  the  Tartars  have  for  a  wan- 
dering life,  and  their  averfiqn  to  agribulture,  leave 
this  country  a^prey  to  defolation.  But  were  it  pof- 
iible  to  fix  thoi^  tribes  and  divid«.th,e  lands  among 

Ff     .  them. 
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them,  there  wcnxM  be  ftill  enough  far  pa(lurb,  and 
the  remainder  could  produce  abundantly  all  the  ne^ 
o^flaries  of  life.  Were  a  fingic  Tartar  to  apply  him- 
fdf  to  :^riculture,  it  would  amply  fupply  the  Want 
of  a  bundred  of  his  compatriots. 
'  The  Krimea  m^y  be  divided  into  two  parts^  the 
fldt  couBtfy  and  the  mountainous.  The  forttier, 
^rhich  extei^ds  fmm  Perekop  to  Kofloff,  and  from 
the  river  Bulgawak  to  Karafou-BaAr,  to  Kaffa  and  to 
Jc«i*JCail6,  is  covered  over  with  a  great  number  of 
fitiall  villaffjes^  the  inhabitants  of  which  live- on  th© 
produce  of  their  cattle  aod  of  their  fait.  The  moun* 
tains  are  to  the  fouth^  along  the  fliore  of  the  Black- 
fea,  And  extend  weitwatd  in  a  ftraight  line,  from 
KaiTaxrp  to  the  vicinity  of  Balbeck. 
'  The  two  tnoft  confidterable  rivers  of  the  Krimea  are 
tbe  Salguir  and  the  Karafou,  which'  difchargc  them- 
fel^s  into  the  iea  of  Zabacha.  The  former  has  its 
ifource  near  Acfametfefaed^  and  the  hitter  at  Karafou* 
Saiar,  from  whence,  after  ha:ving  wafhed  a  part  of 
the  iftdjaoent  plain,  it  falls  into  tl^  Salguin  All  the 
other  rivers  and  fprings  ifluing  from  the  chain  of" 
moon  tains  which  comtneilces  at  Kaila,  flow  toward 
the  north  ind  north-eaft,  except  that  which,  beyond 
Achtnetfcbed.,  has  its  iburce  in  mount  Aktau.  The 
otih^r  rivals  fall  all  of  them  imtp  the  Black  Sea.  Siich 
are  the  Atnna,  the  l^atfcha^  the  Balbeck)  the  Ka« 
fouisky.  ^- 

The  mountains  are  covered  with  wood  propw  for 
building,  and  are  ftored  with  wild  enittials*  The  foil 
in  the  "^^Ifeys  is  fertile,  and,  in  order  to  be  produc- 
tive, needs  only  the  hand  of  the  hufbandman.  Gar^ 
den»  are  alreadjr  cultivated  thetic'  which  produce 
cherries,  apricots,  peaches,  plumbs,  almonds,  wal- 
siuts,^  pomegranates,  figs,  <juinces,  apjics,  melons  and 
piftachio  nuts.  Tb<e  flips  of  tbe  vine  thrive  very  well 
cm  the  rrfing  grounds.  The  mountains  lifcewife  con- 
tain mineS)  fuppofed  to  be  very  rich  ^  but  tbe  moun*- 

'  '-  '       ' '  taineers 
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taineet^  iet  tio  valtre  on  thofe  advanla^es  t  tlio  pro* 
duce  of  their  flocks  and  a  little  bread  ^re.Al^mut 
for  their  fubfiftenee. 

The  Sfle '  of  Tamati^  fituated  at  the  entra:nce  of  the 
ftrait  which  joins  the  fea  of  Azoph  to  the  Black  Sea^ 
IS  ri<ih  and  very  populous. 

-  The  Kuban,  a  vaft  and  barren  dcfert,  eidtenditi^ 
from  the  frontiers  of  the  Krimea  as  far  as  to  the  foot 
of  Caucafus,  is,  as  well  as  little  Tartary,  but  very 
thmly  inbabited.  ^  * 

Such*  are  the  countries  which  Catharine,  from  the 
peace  of  Kainardgi,  meant  to  appropriate  to  herfelf. 

Thefe  countries  have  frequently  changed  their 
imafters.  Celebrated  from  the  days  of  the  Argonauts, 
they  tempted  the  ambition  of  the  Greeks,  who  platited 
colonies  jhere,  built  the  ancient  city  of  Kherfo^i,  and 
■gate  to  the  peninfirfa  the  name  of  the  Tauric-Khfer- 
^efus.  This  peninfula  was  then  inhabited  by  Scy- 
thians, whofe  frequent  aggreffions  obliged  the  Greek 
cokmies  to  im^plore  tbejaiiiftaiioe  of  Mithridatcs  againft 
jthem.  That  Prince  drove  the  Scythians  out  of  the 
Taaric-KJberfone(us,  and  founded  the  kingdom  of 
Bol|)borus,  which  comprehended  the  eaftera  part  of 
thepeninfola,  and  all  the  country  fince  diftinguilhed 
fcy  the  name  of  Euban.  ■  - 

From  the  time  of  Dioclcfian^  the  Saraiatians  took 
pofleffion  of  the  Tauric^Kherfonefus.  The  Alaine 
Succeeded  the  Sarmatians,  and  were  replaced  by^  the 
Goths,  then  by  the  Greek  Kings;  afterwai-ds  this 
tountry  was  fucceflively  invaded  by  *  the  Huns|  by 
the  Hungarians,  by  the  Kofers,  and  even,  partly,  by 
the  Polowitzi. 

Toward  theclofe  of  the  12th  century,  the  GefnOefti 
conquered  allttre  ports  of  the  Black  Sea  and  the  coatt« 
ijf  the  Tauric-Kherfonefias.  Some  yeai;s  after  thfe 
Mongoub  akid  other  Tartars  drove  the  Polbwitfii 
from  thd  territory  of  whieh  ^ey  had  made  themfelve^ 
mafters,  and  gave  to  the  citv  of  Solgat  the  name  df 

F  f  a      .  Krim, 
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Krinfi,  frojn  which  the  whole  peninfula  fp^edily  a(^ 
fumed  that  of  Krimea. 

The  Genoefe  ftill  maintained,  during  a  confider- 
ablc  period,  pofleffion  of  the  ports  of  the  Krimca. 
They  kept  Kaffa  itfclf,  down  to  1475,  the  era  at  which 
th^  Turks  took  it  from  them,  and  fubjecfted  the  Tar- 
tars of  that  peninfula.  Finally,  in  1774,  thcRuflians 
liberated  the  Krimea  from  the  Turkifli  yoke,  with  the 
delign  to  impoie  on  it  one  ftill  heavier,    '       ' 

Catharine  had  raifed  Sahim-Ghcrai  to  the  place  of 
rKhan,  merely  in  the  view  of  making  himthe  inftru- 
ment  of  her  ambition ;  fhe  loaded  him  with  carefles 
and  benefits,  only  the  more  cafily  to  faorifice  him. 
That  Prince,  of  a  charadler  gentle,  feeble,  and  re- 
plete With  candour,  was  very  far  from  fufpe<9:ing.  the 
defigns  of  the  Ruilians.  He  was  fond  of  the  novelties 
and  of  the  aris-of  Europe :  care  was  taken  to  flatter 
his  tafte ;  he  was  furniftied  with  the  incentives  to  ef- 
feminacy and  the  refinements  of  luxury.  He  foon 
learnt  to  defpife  the  mannera  of  his  own  country. 
He  quitted  bis  ancient  mode  of  eating,  got  a  Ruffian 
coQk,  and  had  his  meals  ferved  up  on  plate.  Inftead 
of  mounting  on  borfeback  like  the  reft  of  his  com- 
patriots, be  travelled  and  took  his  airings  in  amag*- 
iiificent  berlin.  Forgetting  his  independence  and 
degradiug  his  dignity,  he  foHcited  rank  in  the  Ruf- 
iian  army :  the  Emprefs  appointed  him  lieutenant- 
.colonel  of  the  Preobraginiky  guards,  the  uniform  of 
which  fhe  fcnt  liim  with  the  order  of  St.  Anne.  Waf- 
filitlky  abd  Conftantinofty  Ruffian  agents,  decorated 
with  the  title  of  minifters  plenipotentiary,  became  by 
turns  the  couufellors  of  this  over-confident  Prince, 
and  \vere  the  perfoas  who  contributed  mdft  to  his 
deftrudlion.  The  Tartars  Joudly  complained  of  his 
juanner  of  livings  and  of.  his  attachment  to  Ruffia  ; 
but  as  he  governed  themavith  gentlenefs  atid  equity, 
they  afcribed  his  faults  tQ  the  -Chriftians  rather  than 
to  faimfelf. 

,    .  .       -    '    .  ^     The 
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The  Ruffians,  however,  flood  in  need  ofa  pretext 
for  introducing  tlicir  troops  into  the  Krimea,  They 
p«t  in  praftice  every  art  to  foment  fbme  revolt, 
which  might  induce  the  Khan  to  implore  their  af- 
liilance,  and  throw  himfelf  entirely  into  their  hands. 
Money,  prefents,  counfels  fecrctly  diffufed  by. their 
emiflaries,  foon  ftirred  up  enemies,  to,  him,  even  in 
his  own  family.  Two  of  his  brothers,  one  of  whom, 
named  Batti-Gherai,  was  governor  of  the  Ki»ban,  at- 
tempted to  furprife  hin)  in  the  city  of  Kaffa,  where 
he  refided,  and  obliged  him  to  flee  for  refuge  to  Ta- 
ganrok.  Immediately  a  Ruffian  army  marched  to 
fupport  him.  Potemkin  himfelf  flew  to  his  affiltance, 
and  his  name  was  fufficient  to  overawe  Batti-Gherai, 
vVho  fent  hkn  word  that  he  voluntarily  laid  down  the 
power  he  had  afliimed. 

The  Khan  Sahim-Gberai  upon  this  re-entered  th^ 
Krimea,  and  having  aflembled  the  greateft  part  ot 
the  Tartar^ chiefs,  delivered  up  to  them  thirtcQn  of 
the  rebel  ringleaders,,  who  werd  inftantly  put  to  death*  > 
He  then  faid  : — "  Here  are  my  two  brothers  and  my- 
*'  felf :  which  of  us  do  you  wifli  (hould  govern  you  ? 
*^  Name  him  without  referve :  I  promife  to  f abfcribe 
*^  to  your  choice."  All  the  Tartars  fwore  they  would  ' 
have  no  one  but  Sahim-Gherai^ 

This  accommodation  was  not  perhaps  quite  confo- 
nant  to  the  intentions  of  the  court  of  Peteriburgh  ; 
but  let  the  Tartars  have  taken  whatever  relblution 
they  would,  Catharine's  difpofltions  were  already 
nmde :  the  Krimea  was  at  any  rate  to  be  invaded. 

The  Emprefs  at  firft  reinforced  her  armies  in  Po- 
land and  in  the  Ukraine,  and  made  every  prepara- 
tion which  could  have  been  warranted  by  an  adual 
declaration  of  war.  She  next  gdve  it  in  charge  to. 
her  mmiiler  at  Conflantinople  to  inlifl;  on  advantages 
much  more  extenflvc  than  what  had  been  flipulated 
in  treaties,  and  to  demand  a  promile  of  the  divan, 
that,  whatever  might  in  future  be  the  fate  of  the 
Krimea,  the  Porte  ihould  not  intermeddle^    She 

F  f  3  went 
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went  farther^  fhe  perfuskied  the  tmprudent  Sahia)* 
Gherai  to  demand  the  oeilloa  of  OczakofFy 

The  divan  was  roufed  to  indignation  at  all  theie 
preteniiotls :  but,  feeble  and  difunited,  affefied  a  re- 
fdution  to  go  to  war,  yet  continued  to  nrnrmur  in- 
ilead  of  arming,  A  baihaw  however  was  difpatched' 
to  take  poUeffion  of  the  ifle  of  Taman.  Sahim-Gberai, 
at  the  inftigation  of  the  Ruffians,  fummoned  th^  ba- 
ihaw to  retire.  Inftead  of  obeying,  the  Jrritated  ba* 
ibaw  ordered  the  head  of  the  Khan's  meflfenger  to  be 
cut  offl  The  Rttiiians,  under  pretence  of  intending 
to  avenge  that  Prince,  demanded  of  him  a  pafl&ge 
for  their  troops  to  go  and  i^ttack  the  Turks;  and 
fcarcely  had  they  entered  his  territory  when,  inftead 
of  marching  to  Taman,  they  fell- back,  and  fpread 
Over  the  whole  peninfula,  of  which  they  eafily  ac-r 
quired  po^ilion.  '  General  Balmain  furprized  Kaffa, 
where  the  Khan  was,  and  obliged  the  Imans,  the 
Myixas,  and  the  other  Tartarian  chiefs,  to  take  an 
path  of  fubmiffion  to  the  Emprefs, 

'While  this  was  going  on,  General  SouwafofF  fub- 
jelled  the  Tartars  of  the  Kuban  and  the  Budziak. 
Potcmkin,  who  bad  penetrated  b^ond  the  Kuban, 
received  the  homage  of  the  Sultan  Batti-Gherai,  and 
of  the  roving  hordes  which  traverfe  thofe  vaft  coun- 
tries. The  Ruffians  continued  for  fome  time  to  flat- 
ter the  Khan,  and  promifed  him  apenlion  of  800,000 
foubles.  But  that  Prince  and  his  country  remained 
notwithftanding  under  the  yoke  of  Ruffia. 

Although  this  invaiion,  executed  in  violation  of 
all  the  Tights  of  nations,  and  (heltered  under  the  fa- 
,  cred  names  of  vindi6live  juftice,  and  of  prote^ing 
friendlhip,  had  not  excited  the  Ottoman  indolence  to 
have  reconrft  to  arms,  Catharine  neverthelefs  pub- 
li(hed  an  infulting  mahifefto,  to  juftify  in  the  eyes 
i?f  Europe  the  plunder  dommitted  on  the  unfortunate 
Sabim-Gherai,  and  to  accufe  the  Turks  of  having 
broken  the  treaty  of  Kamardgi,  which  ft  a  berfelf  alone 
had  juft  infi-inged  with  an  audacity  fo  perfidious. 

'      '  .     Thf5 
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This  piece  ist6ojaortou6  rurt  to  merit  the  iafertk^of 
a  fewextra6ls  froih  it  in  thi&  place.  ^ 

"  Our  laft  war  againft  the  Ottoman  empire,"  feys 
the  Emprefs,  ^'  having  been  aqcompaniedl  trjr  the  i^oft 
^  fignal  Aiccefles,  we  have  certainJy  acquired  tile  right 
^  to  unite  the  Krimea  to  our  empire.  Bat  we  4id' 
"not  hefitate  to  fecrifice  that  conqueftj  and  many 
others,  to  the  ardent  defire  of  re-efidblifliing  the 
public  tranquillity,  and  of  ^curing  a  good  undlir* 
Handing  and  friendfhip  between  our  court  ^nd  the 
"  Ottoniian  Porte.  This  was  the  motive  which  dte- 
"  fermined  us  to  flipulate  the  liberty  and  ind^qien- 
^  dence  of  the  Tartars,  whom<  our  arms  had  iubdued, 
**  hoping  thus  to  remdvefor  ever  all  caufe  of  dififen- 
"  tion  and  coldnefs  between  Ruffia  aiui  the  O^oman 
"  Porte.  ,  '     • 

However  great  the  facFifice9  we  have  made,  and 
the  efRn^ts  we  have  employed  to  realise  our  hopes, 
we  foon  beheld,  with  extreme  regret,  thofe  hopes 
"  dimini(hed.  The  refUeilh efs  natural  to  the  Tartars, 
fomented  by  infinuations,  the  fouroe  of  which  we 
are  well  acquainted  with,  is  the  caufe  of  their  eaiily 
falling  into  a  fiiare  laid  by  the  hands  which  had 
"  fown  among  them  trouble  and  division,  in  fiacb  a 
manner  <hat  they  have  been  making  efforts  to 
weaken  and  to  pull  down  the  edifice  which  oiir  be-^ 
*^  neficent  exertions  had  reared^^for  thwbappinefs,  by 
"  procuring  for  them  liberty  and  independenpe^  un- 
*^  der  the  authority  of  a  chief  elected  by  themielves. 

^^  The  love  of  peace  enabled  us  to  find  in  our  owa 
^  condudl  a  fufficient  recompense  for  the  gircat  ex- 
^^  penditure  we  had  made^  But.  we  have  foon  been 
*^  obliged  to  refbrt  to  different  meafures^  by  the  re- 
•^  volt  which  laft  year  took  place  in  the  Krimea,  aijd 
"  the  encouragement  it  received  from  the  famaouar* 
^  ter  as  the  firft.  We  have,  in  confequenccf,  neten 
*'  undefr  the  rieceffity  of  recurring  to  coniideraWiB  af • 
"•  maments,  andbave  ordered  cup  troops  \^*  mandi 
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iato  tlie  Krimea  and  Kuban,  where  their  prefeiice 
was  become  indifpenfable  to  the  prefervatioa^  of 
tranquillity  and  good .  order  in  the  countries  adja- 

cont-.- The  neceflity  to  which  we  are  fubjedled 

of  coiitinuing  always  armed,  not  only  invoJves  us 
in  great  expenfe,  but  expofes  our  troops  to  inevi- 

^  table  and  contin.ual  fatigues. 

^^  The  lofs  of  men  is  incalculable;  we  fhall  not 
*'  tbercforg  undertake  to  eftimate  it.  But  the  loft  in 
^^moHey,  according  to  the  moll  moderate  calculation, 
"  duft  be  reckoned  at  more  than  12,000,000  of  rou- 
'<  bles, — —Animated  by  a  fincere  defirc  of  confirming 
*^  and  maintaining  the  laft  peace  concluded  with^he 
"Porte,  by  preventing  the  continual  difputes  which 
*^  the  affairs  of  the  Krimea  produce,\ve  believe  it  to  be 
"  a  duty  which  we  owe  both  to  ourfelf  and  to  the  fe- 
"  curity  of  our  empire,  that  we  take/once  for  all,  the 
"  firm  refolution  of  putting  an  end  to^the  troubles  of 
*^  the  Krimea..  We,  accordingly,  unite  to  our  empire 
"  the  peninfula  of  the  Krimea,  the  iflc  of  Taman  and 
**  the  whole  of  the  Kuban,  as  a  reafonable  indemni- 
^  fication  for  the  loflies  we  have  fuftained,  and  the 
^^  expenfes  we  have  incurred  in  maintaining  peac^ 
*^  and  felicity."  .       , 

In  the  clofe  of  her  manifefto,  the  Emprefs  pro- 
mifes  to  allow  the  Tartars  the  free  exercife  of  their 
religious  worffiip^  and  invites  them  to  imitate  the  fub- 
miffion,  the  ^eal  and  the  fidelity  of  the  nations  which 
had  long  enjoyed  the  happinefs  of  living  under  her 
government.  But  mod  of  the  Tartars^  little'  affeded 
by  the  promifes  and  exhortations  of  Catharine,  re- 
folved  to  fhake  off  the  ydke  which  her  generals  had 
juft  impofcd.  Potemkin,  informed  of  the^r  defigii, 
gave  .oi:ders  to  Prinee  Prozoroffsky  to  fei^e  the  ring'* 
leaders,  and  inftantly  put  them  to  death.  Prozoroff* 
iky  had  the  noble  firmnefs  to  reply,  that  he  was  not 
the  proper  perfon  to  commit  an  aflliflSjnation.  On 
this  Potemkin  iflued  bis  orders  to  General  Paul  Po- 
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tetoktii)  his  own  coufin,  who  caufed  30,000  Tartars  of 
both  fexes  and  of  every  age  to  be  butchered  in  cold 
blood. 

The  Porte,  little  pra<5liccd  in  theartof  reafoning, 
wiihed  neyerthelefs  to  anfvver  Catharine's  manifefto. 
The  pen  of  a  Chriftian  wa«  emplo>y€d  for  this  purpofe, 
who,  in  expoliog  the  injuflice  oi  that  Prince-rs's  pre- 
tenfipns^nd  the  perfidioufnefs  of  her  conduiS:,  ex- 
tolled the  probity  of  the  followers  of  Mahomet  in  a 
manner  much  more  convincing  than  the  moft  elo- 
quent oi  their  Imans  codld  have  done.  But  of  what 
avail  are  writings  of  this  fort  ? '  Tbe,caufe  of  fove- 
•reigns  is  pieced  efFedlually  only  by  the  fword ;  ^nd 
for  a  long  time  the  Turks  feared  to  employ  it,  or, 
ufed  it  too  unfkilfully  again  ft  the  Ruffians.  They 
darft  not  even  refufe  to  fign  a  treaty  of  alliance  and 
commerce  which  thp  Emprefs  ordered  to  be  prefented 
to  them  by  Bulgakoff,  her  minifteratPonftantinople, 
a  treaity  which  formally  pontradi<9ed  the  reply  which 
they  had  publifhed  to  her  manifefto. 

Notwithflanding  all  this,  decidedly  refolved  on  a 
Ipeedy  declaration  of  war  againft  the  Turks,  and  np- 
prehenfive  that  Guftavus  HI.  might  avail  himfclf  of 
the  remotenefs  of  the  Ruffian  armies  to  attack  her, 
Catherine  formed  the  defign  of  concluding  a  fecr^t 
compadl  with  that  Prince.  She  had  already  feveral 
times  made  overtures  to  this  efFe<ft,  both  throu^'h  his 
minifter  at  Peterfburgh  and  her  own  at  Stockholm ; 
but  the  attempt  had  hitherto  proved  ineffd6lual.  She 
refolved  to  have  a  fecond  interview  with  the  SwedifK 
monarch: 

.  The  meeting  took  place  at  Friderikfham,  a  fmall 
city  vdry  well  fortified  on  the  Gulph  of  Finland, 
and  the  laft  then  poflefled  by  the  Ruffians  on  thfe 
fide  of  Sweden.  Guftavus  wifhed  at  firft  to  decline 
this  rendezvous,  under  pretence  that  he  had  diflo- 
cated  his  arm  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe.  Catharine  fent 
him  word,  that  if  he  was  unable  to  travel  into  Fin- 
land, Ihe  would  pay  him  a  yifit  at  Stockbqim*,   Tbo 
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Swredifh  monarch,  who  was  fenfible  that  ilich  a  vifit 
to  his  eaptat  would  be  ruinous  to  b}m>  immediately 
haftened  td  Friderikfham ;  but  all  the  time  be  re- 
fided  there,  always  took  caiie  to  have  his  arai  fop- 
ported  in  a  fcarf.  The  Emprefe  arrived  at  Friderik- 
iham  in  a  yacht.  She  was  kttendcd  by  Count  Ivan 
TfchernitchefF^  her  minifter  Bezborodko,  the  matter 
of  the  borfe  Narifchkin^  the  fevouritc  Lanfkoi,  and 
by  feveraJ  ladies  of  the  court,  among  the  reft  was  the 
IVincefs  d'Afcbkoff,  who  for  fome  time  pdft  feemed 
to  have  regained  the  fricndfliip  of  Catharine. 

Guftavus  had  in  his  retinue  the  Count  de  Krcutz> 
his  prime  minifter.  General  Armfeld,  Munck,  and  fe- 
vera!  other  oflRcers. 

The  Emprefs  had  given  orders  to  hire  two  conti- 
guous bouies,  which  file  took  care* to  have  fumifhed 
in  a  very  elegant  ftyle,  with  a  gallery  of  communica- 
tion between  them.  She  occupied  the  one  heWelf ; 
the  other  was  for  the  accommodation  of  the  King  of 
Sweden :  fo  that  during  the  four  days  thefe  two  fove- 
reigns  refided  at  Friderikfbam,  they  had  it  in  their 
power  to  convcrfe  with  perfect  freedom  at  all  hours. 

The  peace,  bad  been  figned  one  month  before: 
there  no  longer  exifted  a  reafon  why  the  neutrality 
of  the  north  (bquld  continue  under  arms.  The  Em- 
prefs however  vvifhed  it  (hould  be  fo :  Guftavus  gave 
» his  confent.  She  afterwards  propofed  to  that  Prince 
to  remain  neutral  during  the  war  with  the  Turks, 
andaflured  him  that,  on  the  terminaftion  of  this  war, 
fhe  would  affift  him  iq  making  the  conqueft  of  Nor- 
way. Flattered  with  this  hope,  Guftavus  ^promifed 
every  thing  the  Emprefs  wifhed.  Upon  this,  Catha- 
rine afFo<fting,  with  Angular  grace  and  addrefs,  a  de- 
termination to  defray  the  expenfe  of  his  journey,  made 
him  a  prefent  of  200,000  roubles,  which  he  had  not 
the  refolution  to  refufe.  They  feparated  very  much 
fatisfied  with  each  other,  and  with  an  rmaginatibn 
fired  by  their  feveral  projefts  of  conqueft. 

Before  Ihe  left  Fridcrikfbam,  the  Emprefs  gave 

her 
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her  portrait  to  the  Count  de  Kretite,  afid  lavifhed  her 
magnificenee  on  the  Swedifli  officers.  GuftavDs  like-- 
wife  made  many  prefents  to  the  Ruffian  mmifters 
and  courtiers.  ,  He  decorated  the  favourite  Lan&cS 
with  the  grand  crois  of  the  order  of  the  Polar  Star, 
and  on  his  return  to  Sweden  fent  thePrincefs  d'Afcb* 
kofF  a  diploma  of  member  of  the  academy  at  Stock- 
holm. 

The  Porte  was  fi>  much  the  lefs  difpofed  to  en- 
gage in,  war,  that  the  preparatipns  of  the  Ruffians 
feemed  infellibly  to  enfure  them  fuccefs.  Seventy 
tbouiand  men,  under  the  command  of  Potemkin; 
were  aflembled  on  the  frontiers  crf^the  Krimca.  Hep* 
nin  was  at  the  head  of  forty  thoufand,  ready  to  fup- 
port  Potemkin.  Marcfchal  RomanzofF,  with  a  third 
army,  had  bi^  head^quarters  at  Kioeffi  The  fqua-» 
droBS  of  the  Black  Sea  were  equipped,  and  ten  (hi^ps 
of  the  line  with  feveral  frigates  only  waited  the  fig- 
nal  to  pafs  from  the  Baltic  to  the  Mediterranean. 

A.  D*  1734.  The  court  of  London,  provoked  that 
Ruffia  had  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  armed  nea- 
trality,  employed  every  effijrt,  but  in  vain,  to  induce 
the  divan  to  have  recourfe  to  arras.  France  and  AuC- 
tria  prevented  it.  Inftea4  of  fighting,  negotiations 
were  fet  on  foot.  By  a  new  treaty,  ligned  at  Con-  ^ 
ftantinople,  between  tha  Ruffian  plenipotentiary  BuU 
gakofF,  and  the  minifters  of  the  Grand-iignor,  iho 
Emprefs  retained  the  fbvereignty  of  the  Krimea,  of 
the  ifland  of  Taman,  and  of  great  part  of  the  Kuban  5 
and  the  Turks  admitted  the  right  which  fhfe  incon- 
tefiably  claimed  to  the  empire  of  the  Black  Sea,  and 
to  the  paflage  of  the  Dardanelles.  Catharine  thus 
acquired,  without  ftriking  a  blow,  a  vaft  extent  o£ 
territory,  ;md  a  million  and  a  half  of  new  fubje<3s. 
She  refiored  theiv  ancient  names  to  the  Krimea  an4 
the  Kuban.  The  former  of  thefe  countries  (he  called  - 
the  Tauride,  and  the  other  Caucafus. 

The  example  of  Sahim-Ghcrai  ought  to  have  fervcd' 

,38  a  warning. to  other  princes  not  to  refort  to  the 
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cruel  prote6tion  of  Ruffia.  But  the  prefents  of  Po- 
temkin  blinded  fume  of  them.  Heraclius,  fovcreign 
bf  the  Kertalinia  and  of  Kacbett,  who  had  forn>erly 
borne  arms  under  the  renowned  Thamas-KouH-Khan, 
and  fought  in  the  laft  war  of  the  Ruffians  againft  the 
Turks,  did,  homage  to  Catharine  for  his  eftates, 

Salomon,  fultan  of  Mingrelia,  was  likewifc  perfe- 
tuted  by  the  carefling  intrigues  and  the  perfidious 
kindnefs  of  the  Emprefs  and  of  the  favourite.  Lofty 
and  brave,  he  aimed,  at  firft,  at  refting  his  indepen- 
dence on  his  own  cipeter  alone ;  but  a  globe  of  gold» 
a  crown,  and  a  pfofufion  of  gaudy  promifes,  reduced 
him  to  fervitude.  He  died  foon  after.  Sultan  David, 
his  fon,.  could  imitate  his  weaknefs  only.  f 

Potemkin  did  not  invade  the  country  of  the  Za- 
poravians ;  but,  always  uniting  craft  to  force,  be  rb- 
inoved  60,000  of^his  kofacs,  and  tran^lanted  them 
into  the  territories  of  the  Nogais,  and  on  the  coafts 
of  the  fea  of  Azoph  and  of  the  Black  Sea,  where  be 
eftablilhed  the  colonies  which  to  this  day  fupply  ma- 
riners to  the  fquadronsof  thefe  feas,  and  particularly 
to  the  fleet  of  row-boats  of  Nicolaeff, 

In  extending  the  empire  of  his  fovcreign,  Potem- 
kin was  by  no  means  negligent  of  his  own  intereft. 
Pofleflcd  of  immenfe  landed  eftates  in  different  pro* 
vinces  of  Ruffia,  he  acquired,  befides,  a  great  part  of 
the  rich  domains  which  the  Princes  Lubomirlky  and  * 
Sapieha  had  in  Podolia  and  Lithuania.  His  enemies 
imagined  he  was  meditating  a  retreat  into  Poland  : 
but,  whatever  might  have  been  his  intention,  never 
did  his  favour  feem  to  reft  on  a  more  fure  foundation : 
never  had  he  been  attached  to  Ruffia  by  fo  many 
titles  and  employments.  The  Emprels  decorated  him 
with  the  furname  of  Tauritchelky,  and  gave  him  the 
goverhnient  of  the  Tauride,  with  the  rank  of  lord 
High-admiral  of  the  Black  Sea. 

In  proportion  as  the  number  of  thofe  who  had 
ferved  her  was  dimtnifhed,  Catharine  ought  imdoubt- 
edly  to  have  been  more  profoundly  fcnfible  of  tbeir 

value. 
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v^\ue.  She  had  juiJr  loft  two  of  the  moft  diftinguiflied 
leaders  in  the  cohfpiracy  which  placed  her  on  the 
throne.  Panin  and  Gregory  OrlofF  died  at  nearly 
the  fame  time,  the  one  at  Peterfburgb,  the  other  at 
Mofcow. 

Panin  died  of  envy  and  languor^  fatal  maladies, 
which  diigraced  minifters  feldoih  furvive.  From  the 
iiiilant  Potemkin  contradiiSted  him  in  council,  and 
turned  him  out  of  the  dire^ion  of  alFairs,  h^  fell  into  a 
IJate  of  habitual  deprefiion,  and  found  no  refuge  but 
in  death. 

A  deftiny  ftill  more  tremendous  was  referred  for 
GregOTy  OrlofF.  Though  he  continued  to  be  under 
an  accumulation  of  benefits  from  the  Emprefs,  and 
was  the  hulb'and  of  a  yoking  and  beautiful  woman, 
the  fight  of  new  favourites  was  ihfupportable  to  him. 
He  palled  by  far  the  grcateft  part  of  the  lafl:  years  of 
his  4ife  in  travelling.  In  1782  he  flopped  at  l^u- 
fanne,  where  he  ^aw  his  wife  breathe  her  laft.  This 
lofs  pldnged  him  into  a  dcap  melancholy.  He  im- 
mediately  returned  to  court,  but  onjy  to  exhibit  the 
mournful  fpedacle  of  mental  derangement.  Some- 
times be  gave  vent  to  exceffive  gaiety,  which  ex- 
pofed  him  to  the  derifion  of  the  courtiers :  fometimes 
the  reproaches  he  thundered  outagainft  theEmprefe, 
made  all  who  heard  him  to  ihudder,  and  funk  herfelf 
in  forrow  and  difquietude.  At  laft,  it  wals  found  ne- 
ceflary  to  oblige  him  t<i  retire  to  Mofcow.  There 
his  remoj-fe  awoke  with  redoubled  fury.  *  The  bloody 
fhade  of  Peter  JII.  purfiicd  him  wherever  he  went ;  bo 
faw  it  inceflSntly  calling  for  vfengeahcc,  and  perifhed 
in  defpair. 

During  the  eariy  period  of  his  favour  Gregory  Or- 
loflT  had  received  from  the  Emprcfs  a  medallion  fet 
with  brilliants,  her  own  portrait,  which  he  wore  at 
his  button-hole.  After  the  death  of  Gregbry,  Wolo- 
dimer  Orloff^  came  to  Petcrfburgh,  to  prefcnt  this 
portrait  to  the  fovereigUj  who  returned  it  to  him, 
with  orders  tox^rry  it  to* his  brother  Alexis,  whom 
:       ^     '  fhe 
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file  ipermttabed  to  wear  it  But  was  not  tliis  porti^t, 
OS  the  cafe  Hood,  a  fatal  prefent  ?  Ciould  it  fail  to  asM 
to'retnembraDce  enormtties  t6o  iDng  left  unpunifhjed  i 
Was  it  poffibie  then  for  that  Alexis  to  efcape  xt>- 
iQorfe,  who  ftill  furvives  the  commiffion  of  ft>  itiatiy 
ciitfies?* 

Tbc  ticirrity  of  the  Caipian  Sea  invited  tlie  Ru(^ 
fiaos  to  a  oomtnerdal  intefcoBirfe  with  Perfia,  and, 
through  Pcrfia,  they  can  eafily  textend  it  to  India. 
They  hai?^  accordingly  loiag  availed  themlelves  ^of 
this  advantage.  The  Czar  Alexis  Michaelowitz, 
who  might  be  iaid  to  have  prepared  the  reign  of  his 
Ion  Peter  L  as  Philippa  had  prqjared  that  of  Alejian*- 
der,  ordered  his  Dutch  carpenters  to  build  feme  fmall 
vefiels,  with  which  he  protctSbed  the  commerce  car- 
ried oa  by  his'  fubjcfts  with  the  inhabitante  of  the 
provinces  of  Guilan  and  j:^  Mazan<icran« 

Peter  I.  whofe  gerifils  favoured  every  tfaan^  thit 
was  great  and  ufeftil,  farther  ei^tended  th6fe  relations, 
and  eftablinied  a  fa^ory  at  Scbamachia,  an  opulent 
and  trading  city,  which  fome  allege  to  have  been  the 
attcient  refidcnce  of  Cyrus.  Perfia  was  at  that  time 
a^prcy  to  a  fwarm  of  petty  rebellious,  tyranls,  who, 
taking  advantage  of  the  qi>an*els  of  tfae  ufurpcr  Mah- 
naoud  and  ;af  the  feeble  Sobah-Huflein,  pltindered 
^nd  dellroyed  thofe  beautiful  countries.  The  Leiguis 
Tartars,  who  ^re  the  ancient  Albanefe,  defcended 
from  XDaux:afus,  took  pofleffion  of  Sama<;Ma^  antd  mai^ 
Sacred  the  Ruffian  n»ercb«nts  with  the .  other  inba- 
bitants, 

Prowokcd  at  this  outrage,,  Peter  defmaftdcd  repara- 
tion :  they  cither  would  not,  or  were  unable  to  Sa- 
tisfy bin*.  From  that  time  be  refolved  to  avenge 
himfelf,  ^nd  to  profit  by  the  troubles  of  Perfia  to  lay 
hold  of  the  whole  weftccn  coaftof  the  Cafpian  Sea, 
On  that  feahfe  embai-ked,  advanced  as  far  as  the  cat 
of  AndreofF,  difembarkcd,  and  proceeded  to  Jay  fie 
to  Derbent,  the  capital  of  tbc  Dagheftan.  Derben);, 
a  lo^ig  and  fortified  city,  one  of  the  gsitfls  whei^of  w^is 

^      '  .  iron. 


iron,  from  wMoh  it  demes  tbc  ^aome,  did  not  make 
fnore  refiiUnce  thed^  than  it  has  done  iti  more  nio»- 
dern  tiinas,  when  Valerian  Zouboff*  attacked  it.  The 
armies  of  Betor  L  triu^nphed  not  only  at  Derbent^ 
but  befpre  the  wealthy  city  of  BakhoUy  and  tbvoc  prd*- 
i^inces  remained  fubjedl  to  the  Ruffians,  till  the  ma*^ 
ment  that  Birea  reilored  them  to  Thainas-Koali^ 
ICban« 

The  interruplioTi  of  the  commerce  of  the  Rnifians 
with  Perfia  was  of  confiderable  duration.  It  was  mdt 
till  the  year  \744  that  the  Einglilh  revived  it  They 
obtained  from  the  £mpre(s  Elizabeth  liberty  te  'navi^ 
gate  on  tte  Cafpian  Sea*  They  derived  throti^h  that 
channel  a  great  quantity  of  beautifiil  fiik,  of  cotton^ 
and  of  other  valuable  commodities  which  Pfa-iSa  pm* 
duoes^  They  eftablifhed  a  isi^my  at  Mefch^k ;  they 
travelled  in  caravans  to  trade  as  far  as  Gr^^nd^Taitary^ 
to  Samarkand  and  Bokhara. 

The  Britilh ilag,  di^layed  on  the  Oifpian  Sea,  wa« 
a  mortrfication  to  Thamas-Kouli-Kban.  Unal^e  to 
lower  it,  that  ingenioas  tyrant  undertook  to  deprive 
the  Ru^ans  of  its  fu j^xjrt.  He  gained  over  the  eap-^ 
tains  Elton  and  Woodrow,  who  <;otnmanded  the  flri- 
tiih  (hips,  and  they  enteted  into  his  fervice* 

Elton,,  itaifed  to  the  rank  of  Admiral  to  Thamas*- 
Kjoali-Kban,  bad  Aiips  of  war  con(lru<Sied^  with  which 
he  obliged  the  Ruffians  to  falute  the  Perlian  ^ag,  and 
to  acknowledge  its  fuperiority.  The  Emprefs  Eliza- 
beth, informed  of  this,  immediately  revoked  tbepi^^ 
miffion  (he  had  granted  to  the  Englifh  compan}', 
and  endeavoured  to  avenge  herfelf  ofThamas-Kouli* 
i^han,  by  exciting  enemies  againft  bim  among  hrl» 
own  foldlery.  This  c;pnqueror,  while  making  pre- 
parations to  invade  Rufiia,  was  foon^fterailaifin^lied 
in  bis  lleep,  in  the  plain  of  Mogan. 

From  that  time,  the  Berfiaiis,  involved  in  freflt 
troubles,  fcascdy  paid  any  farther  attention  to  tb^ 
navigation  of  the  Calpian  Sea,  ^nd  ail  their  (hips  were 
deftroyed  by  the  Ruffians.  - 

By 
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By-  the  treaty  of  commerce  renewed  with  tHc  court 
of  London  in  17 66,  Catharine  reftored  to  the  Eng- 
lift  the  privileges  withdrawn  from  them  by,  ElizU/* 
heth.  But,  whether  from  want  of  confidence,  or 
from  the  embarraffments  fecretly  thrown  in  their  way, 
they  have  not  been  able  to  turn  that  trade  to  fucb 
good  account  as  their  firft  company  did. 

Rulfia  is  therefore  almoft  the  only  nation  which 
derives  very  confiderable  benefit  from  the  trade  of  the 
Cafpiati  Sea.  With  a  hundred  veflels  of  from  forty 
tofourfcore  tons  burthen,  they  go  in  queft  of  the 
filk  and  cotton  cff  Guilan,  the  carpets  and  beautiful 
fluffs  of  the  other  provinces,  and  carry  in  exchange 
to  the  Perfians,  iron>  fieel,  colours  and  furs  of  va- 
rious kinds. 

Independently  of  this  traffic,  the  Ruffians  carry  on 
a  very  profitable  fiihery  in*  the  Cafpian  Sea.  There 
they  catch  the  fcbmaK,  a  fi(h  refembling  the  herring, 
«nd  the  loflas,  far  more  delicate  than  the  roach  of  the 
ocean.  They  fi(h  efpecially  for  feals,  which  they 
lake  in  great  quantities.  The  Ikins  are  fold  to  the 
Englifti  and  Dutch^  and  the  fat  is  employed  in  the 
manufadlure  of  feap.  The  rivers  of  Perfia  fupply  the 
Rulfian^  with  great  abundance  of  thofe  fifties  from 
which  the  kaviar  is  extra6ted,  an  objedt  of  vaft  com- 
mercial importance,  and  without  which  fcarcely  a  re- 
pa{i  is  enjoyed  all  over  the  north. 

The  fquadron  which  Catharine  kept  up  on  the 
Cafpian  Sea,  was  built  of  the  oak  of  Kavan,  and  con- 
lifled  of  three  frigates,  five  corvettes  and  a  gun-boat. 
Tbefe  vefl^^els  inceiiantly  cruized  alohg  the  coafts  of 
Perfia,  and  burnt  every  (hip  they  rn^et,  and  even  tim- 
ber for  ftip-building.  Their  commanders  had  be- 
fides  pofitive  Qrders  tofow  divifion  among  the  Khans, 
and  always  to  fupport  the  more  feeble  againft  the 
flro'nger.  This  mode  of  proceeding  had  been  highly 
ferviceable  to  th^  Empcefs.  II  had  promoted  her 
views  on  Poland  and  on  the  Krimea  too  fuccejfsfally 
to  be  difpenfcd  with  in  favour  of  the  Perfians. 

In 
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In  17?1,  this  PfjpcefsTelplvre^  to  ^xecut^;  the  gp?^ 
je<^  conceived  by  Peter  I.  againil  ferfia.  §h^TQe9ir\t 
to  exten4  her  dorninion  along  the  weftern  ^ox^  ^ 
the  Gafpian  Sea.  The  difletitions  which  pontirvued 
to  defolate'thofe  beautiful  regions  feeme4  fjivpui^le 
to  her  anjbitipn.  But  (he  met  witjii  obftaclcs,ftic  di^ 
not  expe<3:.  i. 

The  moil  powerful  of  the  tyrants  of  Perfia,  at  thaf 
time,  was  the  ithan  Ags^-Mahmed,  pefcendp4  frpqi 
one  of  the  firft  families  pf  the  JS^oraflan^j  Aga-!Nfah- 
ined  was  ftill  in  the  cradle,  when  his  father  and  bro- 
thers were  butchered  by  order  of  Th^nla^-JCouU  • 
Khan.  The  donqueror  fatisfied  hifnfeljf  >vith  epfiploy- 
ing  againft  this  infant  precautions  which  effedtuaUy 
incapacitated  him  to  perpptiiate  his  race :  but  Aga- 
Mahmed  neverthelefs  becaipe,  like  the  e;unuQh  N^rr 
fes,  a  warrior  and  ^  (iat^fman* 

After  the  de^th  of  Xhanfi^s-Kpuli-Kh^n,  thp^  ipp-.  . 
.t.her  of  Aga-Mahraed  married  again,  and  hjad  feve- 
ral  other  children,  who  pfpyed  their  brpthep's  greate(t 
enemies.  One  of  tbeni,  Mourtoaza-Kouli-Khan, 
imagining  he  could  derive  powerful  fuccours  from 
Ruffia,  exprcffed  a  fervile  devotednefs  to  that  ppiver,  , 
whfch  fupported  whilp  it  defpiled  him.  But  in  de- 
fiance of  Mo:irtpuza,  in  4^fiapce  of  Ahoulfat,  fpn  qf 
the  laft  regent  Kerim-Khan,  finally,  in  defiance  of 
all  his  rivals,  Aga-Mahmcd  had  the  ability  to  ip^J^ie 
himfelf  matter  of  Guilan,  of  Ma^anderan,  of  Schir- 
v^n,  and  of  fevcr^l  other  provinces. 

The  Emprefs  gave  orders  to  Count  Wornpwitfchi 
commander  pf  her  fquadron  on  the  Cg^fpian  Se:i,  to 
employ  every  poflxble  exertipYi  to  form  fpme  fettle- 
ments  on  the  coaft  of  Perfia.  Woinowitfch  f^t  out 
with  a  body  of  troops,  sfnd  a  proper  fupply  pf  ^.mtjqril-  / 
nitipn,  and  rqiaircd  to.  A^Qi'abath,  tne  bejft  pori /jf ' 
Mazanderan;  which  is  the  ^^ncient  cpvmtry  i^f  the 
Mardi.  Aga-Mahmcdthen  ri^fided  atFer^bath,  Wof- 
novvitfch  applied  to  him  for  permiflion  to  eftablifh  a 
fa<^qry  pn,,the  eoaft.  -.  %\\^%\w\t  wlp  ,4i^.ji9.t  per- 
'.     '  '     .       'Gg  %    baps 
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haps  think  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  repel  the  Ruf- 
fians by  force  of  arms,  or  who  preferred  ftratagem  to 
'fighting,  aiFedled  compHancc  with  the  reqiicft  of 
-Woinowitfcb.  ' 

*  9rhe  Ruffians  on  this  loft  no  time  in  conftru6ling  a 
'^fbrtrefs,  on  which  they  mounted  eijrhteen  pieces  o( 
cannon.  Aga-Mahmcd  received  infornration  of  it, 
and,  always  a  raafter  in  the  art  of  diflimnlation,  haf- 
tencd  to  take  his  revenge.  He  came  to  view  the  fdrt- 
refs,  admired  the  conftrudlion,  extolled  the  a<Slivity 
of  the  Ruffians,  and  invited  himfelf  and  retinue  to 
dine  on  board  the  frigate  of  Woinowitfch. 

After  having  pafled  that  day  in  extreme  gaiety, 
and  exprefled  much  friendfhip  for  the  Ruffians,  tbe 
Khan  engaged  them  to  come  and  dine,  in  their  turn, 
at  a  country  palace  he  had  in  the  mountains.  Thi- 
ther they  went  the  day  after ;  but  the  moment  they 
arrived  Aga-Mahmed  ordered  them  to  be  put  in  irons. 
He,  at  the  fame  time,  threatened  Woinowttftrh  with 
the  lofs'ofhis  head,  and  the  threat  extended  to  all 
his  officers,  unlefs  the  fortrefs  was  forthwith  razed  to 
the  ground. 

Wo'inowitfch,  who  clearly  perceived  that  refiftance 
would  be  ufelefs,  fent  orders  to  the  commandant  of 
the  fort  to  have  it  demoliflied.  The  captain  Nikita 
,  BafchkakofF,  who  carried  thefe  orders  to  the  com- 
manding officer,  was  led  between  two  Perffan  cava- 
)iers,  and  flogged  the  w^bolc  length  of  the  road.  The 
cannons  were  re-(liipped  and  the  wall  levelled.  Aga- 
Mahmed  then  ordered  the  Ruffian  officers  into  his 
prefence :  and,  not  contented  with  pouring  out  on 
them  a  torrent  of  abufe  and  contempt,  he  gave  up 
the  younger  part  of  them  to  hrs  flaves.  Thofe  bar- 
barians proceeded  to  commit  outrages  upon  their  pcr- 
ibns  which  inodefty  permits  not  to  defcribe,  and  lb 
much  the  more  atrocious  that  they  were  infli6led 
by  orders  from  a  eunuch.  The  Ruffians  were  after- 
wards fent  down  to  the  fhore. 

The  court -of  Peteriburgh  avenged  this  infult  only 


/» 


1784.]  EMPRESS  OP  ifeUSSIA.  4^ 

by  continuing  to  foment  the  difenliohs  dif  Perfia. 
A  rival  was  brought  on  the  fieW  to  Aga-Mabmed, 
who  foori  became  the  mod  fbrihidable  of  his  enemies, 
and  (Iripped  him  of  the  province  of  Guilan.  This 
conqueror,  Ghedahed-Khan  by  name,  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  arms  and  ammunition  fecretly  conveyed 
to  him  by  the  Ruffians,  fecn>ed  to  be  on  the  point  of 
diyefting-Aga-Mahmed  of  all  his  power.  .  But  this 
laft  fucceeded  in  corrupting  the  Ruffian  agent  To* 
manoffsky  andtheconful  Skilitch,  who  both  refided 
at  Zinzih*.  They  betrayed  Ghedahed-Khan,  and  put 
him  into  the  hands  of  Aga-Mahmed,  who  ordered  Ms- 
head  to  be  ftruck  off,  and  re-acquired  calm  pofleffion 
oTGuiUn.  .  • 

Ruffia  at  the  fame  time-openly  profeiled  to  take  no 
part  whatever  in  thefe  quarrels.  Not  long  after  th6 
death  of  Ghedahed-Khan,  Potemkin  difpl^tched  on6 
of  his  officers  with  a  complirftentary  meffiige  to  Aga- 
Mahmed;  who  was  then  at  Riatich,  the  capital  of 
Guilan.  He  farther  recommended  to  him  to  ftudy 
the  Khan's  chara(5ler,  and  to  found  his  intentions 
with  refpe<ft  to  Ruffia.  The  officer  repaired  to  Ri* 
atfch,  and  eafily  obtained  an  audience  of  Aga-Mah- 
med ;  but  on  converfing  with  him,  he  perceived  him 
to  affiime  a  gloomy  and  penliye  air,  which  excited  a 
fufpicion  of  fome  finifter  defign.  On  this  he  art- 
fully refnarked  to  him,  that,  though  iti  the  fervice  of 
Ruffia,  he  was  by  birth  an  Englimman,  and  that  his 
nation  was  powerfully  attached  to  the  Perfians,  with 
whom  they  carried  on  a  very  extenfive  commerce 
in  the  Gulf  of  Baflbra.  The  Khan  immediately  re-- 
fumed  a  fmilmg  afpeift,  fppfce  to  the  envoy  in  a  very 
gentle  tone  of  voice,  and  difmifled  hitn  with  valuable 
prefents.  '         ' 

Thefe  reciprocal  e,xppeffions  qf  a  feigned  benevo- 
lence were  fucceeded  by  a  prompt  aggr^ffion.  Mour-» 
touza-Kouli-Khan,   fupported  by  the  Ruffian^,  at- 
tempted a'freffi  invafion  of  Guilan,;  but  was  Vepulfcd. 
l)iy  the  Khao  Soliminy  wha  (^mmafilded  th^re  in  db- 
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fence  o?  Aga-MabinteA,  Bnd-  this  lafl:  i^^pedily  ovefr 
fan  all  Fbrfia  and  Georgia,  His  ambition  did  not 
ft^pbere.  Heir  of  the*  projeiSs  of  the  redoubted- 
^cha-N^dir,  he  intended #d  feizethe  province  of  AC- 
irokban^  and  exclude  tbe  Ranian&  front  tbe  Gafpt^ir 
,jSe^r  But  cooid  he  bave  done  tbis  without  the  ca- 
ppcration  of  the  Turks  f  and  do  .the  Turks  e\zer  knovr 
what  it  fe  to^d  firmly  in  concert  with  an  ally,  in  the 
i^iew  of  filing  their  etiemres  ? 

With  an  inteotion  to  difcover  the  defigns  of  the 
«ourt  of  Petiei«{burgh,  Aga-Mahmed  font  an  amba^ 
^Or  tllitbor,  whiom,  in  contempt  of  tlte  law  dfna<«- 
Jii)i5&^^nd  to  the  difgraoe  of  Catharine,  Potemftin  rele- 
-gated  to  the  city  of  Krementfchouk,  onr  the  Dnieper^ 
§nd.  fee  was  ftill  there  in  1790,  in  a  ftate  of  the  moft 
ebje^  mifery,  hat  high-^irited,  and  tbrwtemtig  Rut 
£a  wk'h  the  vengeance  of  his  mafiesr. 
,  The  con^fnoroe  of  the  Ruffians  with  Chinia  was  not 
iefs  beneficial  than  that  of  the  Cafpiatr  Sea.  For  abouH 
JSO^years  p0fl  the  Siberians  and  the  Boukhares  bad 
formed  c^rav^ris  wbicb,  croffing  Cbineffe  Taftary, 
pUffued  their  traffic  as  fer  as  PeJkidi  Their  exports 
confif(ted  chiefhr  pf  furs^,  and,  they  received  in  ex- 
<Mnge  gold;,  fifv^r,  jewellery,  fluffs,  tea,  and  all  tb^ 
\  6CiOrtiodittfes  invented  by  theCbinefe,  and  whicbtbair 
Jnduftry,  in  imatty  rqfpi^dtjS  whimficat,  has  Garried  to 
Ibcb  high  ptrfeftion. 

ThiC  ariHDgance  «ind  iH  behaviour  of  tbe  ^Ruffiaiw 
fhut  them  out  of  Ghin^.  They  were  no  longer  al- 
fowed  to  trade  except  on  the  frontiers  of  ibat  empire;; 
fhf ir  coTftnrerce  was  fireqxiently  intert-upted  and  r^ 
iiewed  ;  ^at  taft,  fome  time  before  tbe  death  of  tlae 
Emp^^  Elizabeth,  ft^fti  quarrels  fjabje<^cd  it  to  a 
farther  fufpenfion. 

.  -GatWrine -peipceived  the  neceffity  of  reyiving  this 
cosinoierce,,  ;rSb^  in^fte  a^prppqlal  tp/this.  effe(ft  ;jfeg^ 
th^  Emjlprofi  of  Chiifa J  ^Tbat  Prin<^  ateCfideil  tiif.it; 
indv  iUi  1 770; :  the,  M^:  tity  of  ig;%p]^a  jbecam«^  the 
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The  Emprcfs  fcnt  an  archimandrite  from  Moibovir, 
with  ferei-al  young  Ruflians,  to  Pekin,  for  the  pur- 
pole  of  ftudying  the  Chinefe  language*  She  at'the 
fame  titj)e  gavq  orders  to  build,  at  cOT>yeni6fit  dif^ 
tanccs,  cities 'and  viHagesup  to  the  frontiers  of  China, 
and  ga^ye  enpourpgement  to  people  to  fettle  in  them, 
.but  almo^  aJl  of  tUem  fell  vidlipis  to  tfce  rapacity  of 
jRuffian  governors. 

Nevertbelefs,  the  afylunfi  vA\\dli  <ihe  Chinefe  had 
granted  to  the  Tourgouths  who  abaodoned  the^banks 
X)f  the  Vdga,  ^dthe  brit^acb  of  faith  difplayed  by  the 
Rufliansin  chaftifing  thofe  ^  their  compatriots  who 
made  encroachmcuts  pa  tbc  territory  of  the  Chinefe, 
ilill  difturbed  theiaarn:K)Qy  of  the  two  courts,  and  be- 
came for  ibme  tit^e  tfhe  iutjcdl  of  a  correfpondeqccj, 
which  ferved  only  to  irritate  them  againil  each  other. 
At  length,  Catharine  difpatched  an  .envoy  to  Pekin; 
iind  tbe  colao  Spun-taszhia  and.  a  Ruffian  rainifter 
having  n>et  at  Kiachka,  they  concluded  a  new  agree- 
ment,  -whiol^  refiored  a  good  linderftanding  and  com*- 
©lercial  intercourfe  between  the  two  nations. 

Catharine  liteudfe  .eucouraged  tbe  maritinle«xper 
Kiitiorns  of  Kamtichatlca-  After  tbe  example  of  the 
En'glifti  who  foil  in  qy^ft^  peltry  to  the  north -weft 
(Coaft  of  America,  feyerar Ruffian  (hips  repaired  tt? 
^hina,  and  opcaed  a  cbamiiel  of  lucrative  commerce. 

There  was  ttill  -another  tountry  with  which  Catha- 
rine wifhedito  make  a  CGmrhiercial  arrangement.  The 
Tiorthern  coafts  of  Ruflia,  and  particularly  her  fettlie- 
onents  ija  fevcKal  ifland$  of  the  Archipelago  of  the 
north,  brought  her  into  c<Mi.ta(9:.with  Japan,  Chance 
*oo  was  propitious- to  the  Eraprefs's  dcfign. 

Some  Japanefe  had  fuffcred  (hip^vreck  in  thofe  un-  , 
irequcnted  feas,  and  favcd  themfelves  on  the  coaftu 
of  Ruffia.  An  inhabitant  of  Irkoutik,  lianied  Lax- 
mann,  carried  one  of  tbcm  to  Pcteiiburgh,  Catha- 
,  :rinc  gave  him  a  moft  gracipus  reception,  and  put  him 
.under  the  care  of  ma{lcr.%  who,  by  inftrudling  him  in 
the  Ruffian  and  Tartar  laiTgiiages^  acquired  the  Ja- 
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panefe  fufficiently  to  enable  her  to  form  a  commer- 
cial intercourfe.  This  enterprife  has  not  yet  been 
crowned  with  great  faccefs ;  but  there  is  nojoom  to 
doubt  that  RufSxi  will  fooner  or  later  have  a  (hare  of 
the  great  profits  which  Holland  now  derives  from  her 
trade  with  Japan. 

Though  Cathariqe  extended  her  vafl:  dominion  ia 
all  diredtions,  though  Ihe  appropriated  to  herfelf  ia 
peace  as  in  war,  all  the  eflates  which  fhc  could  with 
impunity  invade,  (he  beheld  not  with  lefs  jealoufy 
the  inl:reafing  power  of  her.  rivals.  She  had  long 
been,  in  a  particular  manner,  hurt  at  both  the  glory 
of  Frederick  II.  and  at  the  preponderance  he  had 
acquired  in  Europe.  From  the  firft  partition  of  Po- 
land, Frederick  daily  encroached  on  the  rights  of 
the  city  of  Dantzig,  and  cramped  her  commerce  iii 
fuch  a  manner  that  Ihe  was  under  a  kind  of  ncceflity 
of  either  acknowledging  his  fovereignty,  or  of  re- 
nouncing her  trade.  Catharine  was  lo  much  the 
more  vexed  to  fee  Dantzig  fall  into  the  bands  of 
the  Pruffians,  that  the  court  of  Ruffia  had  itfelf  long; 
conceived  a  defign  of  laying  hold  of  that  city,  and 
had  been  diverted  froni  it  merely  by  the  fecret  repre- 
fentations  made  on  the  fubjec^  by  the  government 
of  France  to  the  chancellor.  Woronzoff.  The  ma- 
giftrates  of  Dantzig  were  aj-tfully  allured  by  the  mi- 
nifter  Stackelberg  to  implore  Catharine's  protection . 
She  immediately  wrote  to  the  King  of  Pruflia,  with 
an  offer  of  her  mediation.,  This  interference  retarded 
for  fome  time  the  invajSon  of  Danlzig. 

bifFerences  of  a  very  oppofite  nature  difturbed  an- 
'other  corner  of  Europe.  Jofeph  II,  wilhcd  to  reflore 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Scheldt.  The  Dutch  op- 
pofed  it,  and  employed  every  effort  to  engage  t're- 
derick  to  fupport  their  felfifh  pretenfions  by  force  of 
arms.  Catharine  on  this  declared  her  refolution  to 
fupport  the  rights  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany.  The 
Dutch,  whofe  cannon  had  already  infultcd  the  Auf- 
trian  flag,  were  thereby  alarmed  at  the  profpecl  of 
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having  the  Baltic  (hut  ^gainft  them,  and  reforted.tp, 
negotiation  inftead  of  going  to  blows. 

While  Giitharine*was  fccuring  peace  to  her  empire 
from  abroad,  and  contributing  to  the  eftjiUiffunent 
of  it  among^other  powers,  caballing  revived  in  thei  ^ ' 
bofom  of  her  own  court.  There  was  not  a  methad 
which  the  malecontents  left  unattempted  to  arpn  the 
Gr^nd^duke  againft  his  mother,  and  to  irritate,  the 
Emprefs  againft  her  fon.  The  Grand-duke  ufuallj^ 
pafled  the  autumn  at  Gatfcbina,*  a  country  retreat 
about  eighteen  verfles  diftant  from  Tzarflco-Zeki.  A 
report  was  fuddenly  circulated  tliat  be  was  going  to 
build  a  city  there,  and  to  give  liberty  to  all  wh.Q 
(hould  fettle  in  it.  The  Prince  was  not  a  little  fur- 
prized  to  fee  the  peadmtry  flocking  from  all  parts  of 
the. empire,  elated  with  the  profpedl  of  enjoying  his 
benignity.^  But  he  had  the  Ikill  to  give  them  a  pru-  . 
dent  difmiffion,  and  diffipated  a  commencement  of 
revolt,  of  which  hope  had  undoubtedly  been  enter^ 
tained  that  he  would  be  obliged  to  avail  himfelf. 

The  turn  for  intrigue  and  the  2eal  of  BezbprodkQ 
rendered  him  neceflary  to  the  Emprefs.  In  fuccecd- 
ing  Panin  as  minifter,  he  had  inherited  his  opinions.^ 
AHied  to  the  WoronzofF  family,  he  was  fecretly  op-: 
pofed  to  Potemkin,  who  difdained  all  his  enemies, 
put  them  to  open  defiance,  land  fometimes,  with  tq^ 
lerable  fuccefs,  turned  them  into  ridicule.  ^ 

Lanikoi  lived  on  good  terps  with  Potemkin,^  and 
became  every  day  dearer  to  the  Emprefs.  The  edu- 
cation of  this  favourite  bad  been  neglcdled.  Cathe- 
rine exerted  herfclf  to  remedy  thisr  defedl.  She  en- 
riched his  mind  with  knowledge  the  moft  ufeful,  an4 
admired  in  him  the  fruits  of  her  own  labour.  But 
this  fatisfa6iion  came  to  a  period.  Lanlkoi  excite4 
Potcrakin's  jcaloufy.  Perhaps  he  failed  in  payinor 
proper  refpefl  to  that  defpot.  He  was  feizc4  with  a 
violent  diftemper,  and  expired,  m  the  flower  of  life, 
in  the  Emprefs's.  arms,  who  layiftied  on  him,  to  tile 
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-^iry  lift  rtioment,  every  expreifion  of  the  moft  paf- 
donate  love. 

;  Whfeii  he  ceafed  to  brfe^thfe,  flie  abandoned  berv 
felf  to  ^11  the  bittet-jiefe  of  grief.  For  ifeveral  iiays 
3(]i6  reje6led  nouriftitnent  o(  every  kind,  and  remained 
three  months  at  her  palace  at  Tfeirlko-Zelo  without 
jftirring  abroad.  ^  She  afterwards  reared  k  very  beau- 
tifiil  maurolfciirh  to  Lanfkoi ;  and  more  than  two 
Veark^  4fter,  her  attendants  having  accidentally  con- 
duced ber  within  fight  of  that  nlonument,  fhe  iivaa 
i^een  Suddenly  to  dinblve  into  a  flood  of  tears. 
'•  'Poteii^kitl  iihderfRok  tb  cure  Catharine  of  this  ex- 
fcefs  df  forrot^r.  He  Was  ^linoft  the  only  perfon.who 
€6ti1d  penetrate  ihto  the  folitude  in  which  (he  had 
buridd  herfelf.  Hb  acquired  ftil!  n^ore  of  the  afcen- 
flaht  hfe  bad  b^€t  her ;  arid  Vvhetber  from  gratitude, 
wbdthcr  frotn  \veaknfefs,  ihe  refolved,  it  is  faid,  lo 
iihite  herfelf  to  biin  by  in dillbluble  bands,  and  gave 
hiili  her  hand  in  fecret. 

Marriage  could  no  mbfe  fix  the  inclinations  6f  Po- 
femlcin  thaft  thoffe  t)f  Catharine.  He  foon  thoujght 
b^lfberatitig  himfek* from  the  duties  which  that  tie  im^ 
|)6fed,  and  6f  delegating  them  to  a  fa\X)urite  younger 
aAcS  Ifibre'domplaifant  than  himfelf. 
*  fivery  cdUrtier  who  loo|ced  for  preferment,  wilhed 
i6  fee  the  place,  left  viacant  by  the  death  of  tanlkoi, 
filled  up  by  a  perfoiitge  who  would  fhare  with  therh 
the  ftvbur^  anfte^ted  to  it.  The  Princefs  d'Afchkoff 
en^ployefl  all  hferart  to  procure  it  for  her  fon  :  her  in- 
trigues appeared,  for  a  moment,  about  to  be  crOwned 
with  fuccefs.  'The  Vouiig  Prinbe  d'Afchkoff  was 
:;ail^  Well  rnhde,  and  of  ^  figurfe  ndaptt:d  to  make 
■brne  impreffion  on  the  heart  of  the  Etnprefs.  Po- 
temkin,  who  perceived  tbb  engines  put  in  motion  to 
fcring  it  about,  took  care  not  to  give  it  an  avowed 
oppofition,  leii  cbntvhdi6lion  fhci'ld  whet  Catharine'^ 
Kpp?:tite,  and  detevmide  her  choice.  Affecting,  on 
the  contfhf^,  an  itidihatioq  to  favour  young  d'Afch- 
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kofF,  he  t^htfered.  civilities  to  his  fscmily,  with  whoto 
,he  had  hithferto  lived  on  very  indifferent  temjs.  He 
had  the  Ikill  of  catching  and  mimicking  with  facility 
the  ridiculous  ttaits  df  the  perfons  with  whom  he  was 
intitnate,  and  did  hot  negledJ:  to  point  out  to  Catha- 
rine thofe  of  the  Princeft  d'Afchkoff  and  her  fon. 
The  Empt-efe  was  highly  divferted  at  it.  Potemkift 
neixt  day  fent  her,  one  after  another,  t\Vo  officers  qH' 
the  guard,s,  Ycrmoloff  and  Mononoff,  on  fome  trifl- 
ing cbmmiffidn,  to  giV6  her  an  opportunity  of  fecinjg 
them.     Catharine  decided  in  favour  of  the  former. 

Thfcre  happened  to  te  a  ball  at  court.  Young 
d'Afchkoff  difplayed  uncommon  magnificence  on  the 
occafion.  The  courti'd"S  imagined  his  triumph  wa$ 
at  hand,  and  already  treated  him  with  the  deference 
which  attaches  to  theperifbn  of  the  favourite.  Potem- 
kin  Redoubled  his  attentions  to  the  Princefs  d^^Afch- 
koiffl  Ste  was  fo  welL  pleafed  with  them  that,  the 
day  after,  (he  wrote  him  a  billet,  reqaefting  he  would 
admit  into  tht  number  of  his  aids-dt-camp  the  young 
Count  de  Bouttoiitlin,  btrr  nej)hew.  Potemkin  mali- 
<^ioufty  replied,  that  'every  place  of  aid-de-cartip  Was 
filled,  and  that  the  laft  had  juft  been  giveti  away  to 
Lieutenant  Yerm'oloff.  Both  the  name  and  the  pers* 
fon  who  bore  it  were  ftfarige  to  Princefs  d'AfchkofF, 
That  very  day  fhe  leamt  to  know  them,  by  feeing 
Ycrmoloff"  at  the  hermitage  with  th^  Emprefs, 

Potemkin  had  fruftfated  the  bjcpedhlion  of  Princefs 
d'Afchkoff  and  her  fdn,  iti  the  way  of  aniufcment: 
He  einployed  means  dafta'rdly  and  cruel  to  rid  him- 
felf  o(  another  rival.  Prince  Peter  Mikaelowitz  Gal- 
litzip,  commandant  of  the  troops  in  garrifon  at  Mof- "" 
cow,  and  diftinguirjicd  by  his  courage,  his  parts  and 
his  figure,,  afpircd'  to  the  poft  of  favourite.  This, 
nndoubtedly,  was  notfufficient  to  excite  Potemkin's 
jealoufy  :  but  Gdllitzin  difcdvercd  an  ambition  to 
rule,  and  frequently  prefumed  to  cxpofe  the  faults 
of  hitji  who  held  the  tdvcis  tff  government.   Potemkin 
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was  informed  of  it,  and  refolved  to  put^out  of  the- 
way  a  cenfor  /ivhort^.  he  confidered  as  a  coinpetitor. 
He  (boh  found  an  opportunity. 

At  the  tinrie  Prince  Gallitzin  was  only  colonel,  he. 
hadt)cen  fo  hafty  as  to  ftrike  an  officer  named  La- 
brofF,  for  fome  neglecft  of  duty.  LabrofF  afterwards 
retired  quietly  to  his  eftates. .  General  Scbepeloff,' 
the  huiband  of  one  of  Poterakin's  nieces,  fent  for  hiai. 
to  Mofeow,  while  the  court  was  there,:  and  afiured 
him  of  his  uncle's  mod  grateful  acknowledgments,  if 
he  would  take  a  fignal  vengeance  on  Gallitzin.  La- 
brofF in  ftanxly' repaired  to  ,Gallitzin's  houfe,  coined 
bim,  and  walked  away.  .       \ 

A  few  days  after,  the  Turkifli  ambaflador  was  to 
make  his  public  entry  into  Mofeow,  and,  to  render 
the  (^edlacle  more  brillis^nt,  not  otily  was  the  garriibn 
ordered  out  under  arras,  but  a  regiment  of  cavalry 
was  fent  for,  of  which  the  Grand-duke  was  colonel. 
Potemkin  once  more  employed  SchepelofFto  infinuate 
to  the  Grand-duke,  that  be  would  be  to  blame  if  he 
fufFcred  his  regiment  to  take  orders  from  Gallitzin  ; 
and  the  Prince,  in  fa6t,  declared  that  he  would  not 
permit  a  corps,  diftinguifhcd  by  his  own  name,  to  be 
under  the  command  of  a  di(honoured  officer. 
^  Gallitzin,  informed  of  SchepelofF's  pradlices,  fent 
him  a  challenge.  The  combat  began  with  piftols,  and 
then  they  proceeded  to  decide  it  fword  in  hand.  Sche,* 
pcIofF,  more  robuft,  more  agile  than  Gallitzin,  fprung 
in  upon  him,  feized  him  forcibly  in  his  arms,  and 
jftabbed  him  in  fcveral  places.  .  The  Prince  prefeiltly 
(lied  of  his  wounds.  His  death  wasconfiderejj  asaf- 
fiiiiination. 

Frfcderick  IL  who  looked  upon  the  alliance  of  Auf- 
tria  and  Ruffia  as  pregnant  with  danger  to  Pruffia, 
and  indeed  to  all  Germany,-  invited  the  ele<5lors  and 
the  other  princes  of  the  empire  to  enter  into  a  league 
in  defence  of  the  Germanic  conflitution.  The.Kjng 
of  Great  Britain^  as  Elcdlor  of  Hanover,  was  one  of 
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the  firfl;  who  entered  into  the  confederation.    Hiis 
proceeding  was  deeply  refented  by  the  Emprefs  aod, 
Potemkin.  .         ^ 

A.  B.  1785.     The  court  of  London,  defirous  of  re- 
newing the  treaty  of  commerce  with  Ruffia,  fent,  ia, 
quality  of  minifter  plenipotentiary  to  Peterfburgh, 
Allan  Fitz-Herbert,  who  joined  to  the  difad  vantage  v 
of  exifting  circum  fiances,  the  imprudence  of  attaching 
hipifelf  to  the  party  of  the  Woronzoifs  and  of  Bez-. 
borodko.     The  commerce  which  unites  Britain  and 
Huffia  is  mutually  beneficial  to  the  two  powers^  and 
Catharine  afluredly  bad  no  vvifti  to  renounce' it :  but 
Ihe  was  not  forry  to  have  it  in  her  power  to  exhibit 
a  proof  of  her  difpleafure  at  the  court  of  London,  bjr 
^delaying  the  renewal  of  the  treaty. 

It  may  be  perhaps  neceflary  here  to  prefeht  a  fuc- 
cindl  detail  of  the  particulars  whereof  tli^  trade  be- 
tween England  aud  Ruffia  conlifts.    This  commerce 
began  in  the  port  of  Archangel,  which  the  Englifh 
difcovered,  toward  the  middle  of  the  lixteenth  cen- 
tury, in  attempting  to  find  a.paflage  to  the. Indies 
by  the  feas  of  the  north  and  of  the  eaft.    From  Arch- 
angel they  forced  their  way  up  the  northern  Dwina,  .. 
penetrated  over  land  to  Mofcovv,  and  there  formed, 
connedlions  which  had'v^'idely  extended  when  Pe- 
ter L  made  the  conqueft  of  Livonia,  and.  opened  to^ 
them  the  ports   of  Teteriburgh,  R^vel,   Riga  and 
Narva.     From  that  period  downward  the  commerce, 
of  Ruffia  is  become  one  of  the  mod:  lucrative  tb^ 
Britain  carries  on,  and  of  the  higheft  importance  to 
her  marine. 

The  Engliih  carry  to  Ruffia  the  produce  of  their 
foil,  of  their  manufactures,  and  of  their  colonies  in 
both  Indies,  as  well  as  the  wines  and  brandies  of 
France  and  Spain,  which  they  purchafe  in  the  ports 
of  thofe  two  ftates,  on  which  they  not  only  make  i 
very  cionfiderable  profit,  but  gain  befides  the,  whole? 
benefit  of  the  freight  of  their  (hipping. 

'  The 


The  RuAians  fupply  them,  in  exchange,  with 
gtarft,  peltry,  kdn,  hemp,  pitch,  fhrp-timber,  and 
the  beautiful  mafts  without  which  Europe  wotiM  fa.e 
linable  to  arm  thofe  fleets  which  cover,  $nd  fo  fre- 
iquently  ftain  with  blood,  the  face  of  the  Ocean.  The 
Engliih  have,  befidcs,  eftaWiflied  at  Mofcow,  at 
Thiila,  at  Kafatt,  at  Aftrakhan,  and  in  fdme  othet 
cities  of  Raffia,  fedories  wferch  carry  on  a  trade  itn 
the  Cafpian  Sea,  and  in  Tartary.  in  thefe  places  fe- 
veral  beneficial  branches  of  manufa6lure  flourifti,  be- 
caufe  tabour  is  much  cheaper  there  than  in  England, 
5tid  their  agents  condudl  the  feveral  procdles  of  fai| 
and  cordage-making,  of  anchof-forging,  both  of  caft 
aftd  hammered  iron,,  as  well  as  of  copper.  Tbouglji 
entirely  paffive  as  to  Ruflia,  this  commerce  brings 
her  annuafiy  a  balance  of  a  million  of  roubtles  in  time 
of  peace,  and  of  a  milliorr  and  a  half  in  time  of  waK 
But  oF  what  unfpearkable  advantage  is  it'to  Engfand ! 
What  itiexhauflible  refources  does  it  furfirfh  her  for 
'  keeping  up  htt  marine,  and  for  inceflantly  tixtending 
her  connexions  to  every  part  of  the  globe  ? 

The  French  ambaffedOratConftantinopie  had  con- 
trived to  make  the  court  of  Peterfburgh  a6^,  almoft 
irivoluntarily,  in  concert  with  that  of  VerJailles.  That 
miirifter  had  juft  been  recalled.  Vergennes,  who  per-' 
ceivedifthe  neceffity  of  being  on  friendly  terms  with 
Catharine,  had  the  Count  de  Scgur  appointed  minif- 
tcr  plenipotentiary  from  France  to  Peterfburgb.  This 
•  young  negotiator  \yas^  worthy  of  a  miflion  To  impor- 
tant. He  united  to  the  graces  of  a  polrfhed  mind, 
knowledge  the  n>oft  extenlive,  politencfs  to  dignity, 
and  the  art  of  perfuafion  to  fi-anknefs.  He  could  not 
fail  to  pleafe  Catharine  and  to  captiviite  Potemkin, 
Avhofe  ftately  bluntnefs  always  krtew  how  to  ettimate 
rfeal  merit. 

Since  the  time  of  La  Chetardie  aiid  Fttopttal  no 
Frcnch^mitiifter  had  fucc.6eded  at  Peterfburgh.  Bre- 
teuil,  by  his"  feryije  coti}plaif<mcc,  had  iarourcd  the 
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intf igu^«B  of  Catbarine,  who  foon  learat  to  hojci  l^itrt 
in  contar^pt.  The  infoieqce  of  Beauflibt  fatigued 
that  Priocof^,  the  infigoificant  medioodty  of  Juign# 
difgiUled  ber,  ami  Verac  cQuld  neyer  acqaice  the 
fmallieft  4>wtioa  of  bei*  confidence,  l>ecaufe  be  ftaaj> 
iriered  in  fpeaking  to  ber,  on  his  firft  introdadlio^t. 
Segur  repaired  ,tbe  mifiihi^f  done  by  hijs  awkward  pte-'^ 
dcceflbrs- 

The.EnJprpfs  wiftcd  to  mfpe<5  the  celebrated  ca^ 
jfifal  of  Wifehener,  which  joins  th^  Voljja  to  lafee  Ilr 
mep,.thi3  W  to  lake  Ladoga,  andconfequeijitly  the 
Cafpian  Sea  to  the  $laltic.  Poteiakto,  Yei?moloff^ 
Be^gfborodko,  fever^l  others  of  her  court,  the  Britifli 
pnd  Frf^nch.miuiftem,  aiPd  the  Itoperiai  anpibalia^or^ 
j^ttemded  her  on , this  excurfion. 

One  day  that  the  rniqifter  of  JPrance  bad  gone  to 
€hat  with  Potemfkin,  he/found  hiin  ^nore  thaa  ufu- 
ally  foured  againft  the  ca\irt  of  liOodon,  J)extroufly 
Availing  binxfclf  of  the  opportunity,  Segur  made  Por 
tenakin  fenlible  of  the  benefit  which  would  refuU  to  . 
3R.uifia  from  having  a  dire<9.  commerce  with  France, 
inftiead  G((  leaving  to  the  EngUfh  all  the  pi'ofit^  they 
dcriviC  frqm  both  of  tbofe  powers.  Potemkin  defired 
him  to  pr^p^re  a  memori?!  pn  the  fubjc^t,  and  give 
it  him  in  writing,  apd  promifed  to  fpe^k  to  no  one 
of  it  ^xc5cpt  to  the  Emprefe.  ,The  minifter  im- 
mediately  r^e^wncd  to  his  galley.  .Finding  no  per- 
fon  tb^rc  bi^t  Count  Louis  Cobe^pzcl,  and  Fitz- 
Herbert, .  playing  together  at  triftr^c,  he  bprroweij 
the  flandiflj  of  this  lafi.  It  was  with  the  pen,  then, 
of  the  Briti(h  fninifter,  tbatht  traced  thcpUn  of  ^ 
treaty  of  commerce  b^tw^n  France  and  RuiEa.  This 
plan,  inftantly  pr^feqted  to  Potemkin,  was  commii- 
hicati^  ,  to  the  Enfipijefe,  apd  pl^tajncd  her  copcj^/'- 
rence :  it  was  afterwards  l^ithf^Uy  reconveyed  to  the^ 
Frenjijefc' mitfift^r^  with  djirq(^i0jps  to.  delayer  it,  jin  i\x% 
ufp^l-fpWX,  t9,)l,he  Yip^qh^:^|lor-O%r;ojapn- 

WbW'th;iS(p^.pQrtW^%f^fbited.toPft^^  whp 

^l  »<>t  ifeww^  K\^  ^9l  ppntCRt^  of  it  h^d,>lr^dy ' 
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been  approved  by  the  Emprefs  and  Potemkin,  arid 
\irho  vvas,  befidcs,  entirely  devoted  to  the  Engliih,  he 
told  the  French  miniflcr  that  he  durft  not  flatter  him 
with  the  hopes  of  fuccefs.  The  minifter  faid  not  a 
word.  The  plan  being  laid  before  the* council,  vvas 
immediately  adopted  ;  and  this  payed  the  w<ly  for  the 
commercial  treaty  between  France  and  England. 

Before  this  treaty  wasligned,  Ofterma'nn  andBez- 
1)orodko  infifted  that  France  (hould  give  her  concur- 
rence to  the  armed  neutrality.  This  was  communi- 
cated to  the  ambaflador,  who  confented  to  it,  pro- 
Tided  the  court  of  Petcrfburgb  would  engage  to  con- 
clude no  treaty  with  any  other  power  but  on  the  fame 
condition.  This  claufe,  levelled  at  the  intereft  and 
the  pride  of  England,  retarded  for  a  long  time  the 
renewal  of  the  treaty  which  Fitz-Herbert  foUcited. 

On  his  departure  from  France,  Segur  had  exprefP 
icd  a  hope  of  being  able  to  form  a  commercial  treaty 
with  Ruffia.  The  thing  was  declared  by  every  body 
to  be  impoffible.  When  he  announced  to  his  court 
that  this  treaty  was  fct  on  foot,  Vcrgennes  difpatchcd 
a  courier  to  afflirehim  it  was  merely  a  bait  thrown  iri 
his  way  bylvuflia,  and  that  he  was  certainly  going  ta 
betray  the  dignity  of  the  King.  When  the  courier 
reached  Peterfburgh  the  treaty  was  concluded. 

Before  (he  returned  to  Peterfburgh,  Catharine  re- 
■paired  to  Mofcow,  and  was  lefs  unfavourably  received 
than  on  her  preceding  vifits  to  that  city.  Time  had 
almoft  effaced  the  memory  of  her  ufurpation*  Among 
thofe  who  appeared  at  court  was  Goudowit^,  whpm. 
the  extreme  fimplicity  of  his  drefs  rendered  eafily 
diliinguifhable  amidft  a  crowd' bf  courtiers  bedizened  ' 
with  erodes,  jewels,  ribbons  of  chivalry.  His  pre- 
fence  alone  (till  brought  Peter  III.  to  remembrance. 

Romanowria  Woronzoff  had  long  been  recalled 
from  exile,  and  was  married  to  Admiral  Pafenlky. 
The  Emprefs  did  not  invite  her  to  c^ourt,  biit  fent/or 
her  daughter^  whom  (he  admitted  into  the'niinober   , 
of  hertnaids  of  horrour.    WaS  it  from  remorfe  ?   J^\^ 

it 
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!t  proceed  frotn  an  excefs  of  indulgence?  Or  was  it 
merely  that  fhe  wiibed  to  Ihew  a  piece  of  conrplai- 
fance  to  the  family  of  the  WoronzofFs? 

The  Emprefs  did  not  reft  fatisfied  with  having  ap- 
pointed a  Catholic  archbiftiop,  and  fettled  a  feminary 
of  Jefuits  at  MohilofF,  and  of  fupporting  Iflamifm  in 
the  Krimea,  (he  almoft  every  year  difplayed  to  her 
peoy^le  a  folemn  example  of  the  protection  (he  grant- 
ed to  freedom  of  religious  worlhip.  On  the  day  c€ 
the  benediifton  of  the  waters,  her  confeflbr  received 
orders  to  aflemble  the  lecclefiaftics  of  all  pcrfuafions, 
and  to  do  the  honours  o(  the  table,  at  a  grand  fcf- 
:tival,  virhich  Catharine  dcx\om\mt,cd  ^ he  dinner  of  So--  ^ 
leration.  There  were  accordingly  this  year  fecn  col- 
lected round  the  fame  table,  the  patriarch  of  Gur- 
giftan,  the  Ruffiah  bifhop  of  Polocik,  Greek  archi-* 
,  mandrites,  a  Catholic  bifhop,  a  prior  of  the  fiime  re- 
ligion, an  Armenian  prieft,  Francifcans,  Jefiiits,  Lu- 
theran preachers,  Calvinifts,  and  Anglican  vicars. 

From  the  commencement  of  her  reign,  Catharine 
exerted  herfelf  to  difFufe  inftru6tian  among  her  fub- 
je<5ts.  She  had  already  founded  bodfes  of  education 
in  various  cities.  She  wifh^d  to  extend  firailar  infti- 
tutions  all  over  the  country.  A  board  of  public  in^ 
ftru6tion  was  immediately  formed,  at  the  head  of  - 
which  was  placed  her  ancient  favourite  ZawadofFsky^ 
wlK),/without  having  ucfumed  the  title  of  lover  to  the 
Emprefs,  was  nevertbelefs  reftored  to  favour,  and  had 
been  appointed  fecretary  of  the  clofet  and  prefident 
of  the  loan-bank.  After  him  came  the  learned  Epr- 
nus,  and  PaftowkofF,  private  fecretary  to  the  Emprefs* 
The  other  members  named  in  the  commiflion  were 
merely  infignificnnt  ciphers  of  men,  whom  the  pro- 
tecSlion  of  Zaw^loffsky  bod  got  infcrted. 

The  board  was  divided  refpe<Sing  the  mode  of  in- 
flituting  the  Normal  fcbools  which  the  emprefs  had 
much  at  l>eart.  Epinus,  who  was  afraid  that  igno- 
rance and  felf-conceit  might  prevent  the  execution 
of  this  defign^   recommended   the  adoption  of  the 
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Aufirian  inftitutioos,  and,  jj^cr  y^\^pt  Qppogtion, 
his  opinicMX  prevailed.  He  w{t$  un4oul?tpd]y  ac- 
quainted with  the  dcfe($s  Qf  the  Auljiri^tn  jpethod ; 
but  he  thpttg^bt  lit  better  tp  (cftabliih  impcrfe(ft  femi- 
naries,  aod  fuch  aa  were  fufqeptiWe  of  impr<?vement 
by  tinae,  thao  to  have  liome  iof  ftoy  kind- 
Catharine^  upou  this,  prQpofed  to  Jpfepb  II.  feye- 
jral  queftions  refpe<9:iog  the  Norm^J-ichopl^  of  Auf- 
tria.  That  Eri nee  fent  her  Jankowitfoh,''whQnf?  he 
deemed  a  proper  perfon  to  give  her  all  the  infQfnna- 
tion  (he  needed.  Jaokawitfcb,  an  ^nci^pt  v^llagp 
fcbQoh»after,  a;id  deftitute  of  talents^  bad  fcarcely 
atrived  at  Peteriburgb  v/km  he  found  himfejf  deco- 
•rated  with  the  title  of  counfeilor  qfll^te,  appointed 
-dire(£lor  of  the  Normal -fcbools,  and  made  a  cqrnmi/- 
•  iioner  of  the  board  of  public  inftry<ftion.  He  became 
at  the  fame  time  the  flatterer  of  ^aw^dpffsky  and  the 
antagoriift  of  EpinuB. 

Such  was  the  importance  which  the  Emprefs  at- 
tached to  her  board  of  public  inftruiftion,  tha.t  fhe 
was  inceflantly  addrefling  notes  to  it,  with  ji  cppi- 
municatron  of  her  idej^s  as  to  the  means  of  perfe(3;ing 
the  Normal- fchpols.     She  did  more,  fl^e  graced  tbie 
-le(K>as  of  tbufe. fcbools  w.ith  her  prefen;?e. 
.  A  learned  German,  Bacbmefter  a  Hanoyeriftp,.iT^^n[j- 
ber^  of  the  academy  of  Peterfburgb,  agreed  to  teach 
geogiaphy  and  hiftory  in  the  fiuflian  language.  This 
.was  fortunate;  Tor,  perhaps,.. not  a  fingle  Riiilian 
would  ba?e  been  cap^bJe  of  it.     Calbarinp  happpned 
one  day  to  attend,  with  feveral  of  her  coprt,  ^  lec- 
ture delivered  by  the  profeflor  oil  the  population  *pf 
'Siberia.    After  having  liftened  to, him  mth  attention, 
-ihc  highly  commended  his:.knovvIedgie  andhiszcAl. 
She  afterwards  prapofed  an  objedjon,  to  vi^biph  he  r^* 
plied  in  a  triumphant  fiyle.  ZaivadofFsky  a^d  oJbQrs  of 
;thc  aitdienoe, little  accullOm'td  to  behold  a  m/sre  fchplftr 
ad vance^n:  opinion  contrary  to  th(it  of  the  fovereign, 
]CXprefled  indignatioiii  at  fuch  a  difp%  ,of  tj^mei'iiy. 
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But  tire  Emprefs  flopped  fhem  fliprt^  by  acknow^ 
ledging  fhehad  bc^n  under  a  miftake,  and  thanked 
the  profefjop  for  having  fo  ably  reiSlified  it;  \  Obfei'v- 
ing,  at  the  fame  time,  Zawad6ffsky*s  ill-humour,  '(he 
took  advantage  of  the  moment  when'  he  attended  her 
to  the  carriage,  to'ord^r  him  to  repeat  hei;'  thanks  to 

.  profeflbr  Bachmefter.  This  did  not  .hinder  the  prelfiid^nt 
of  the  board  of  inllrudliori  to  punifh,  fome  tioie  af- 
terward, the  frankpcfs  of  this  eftim?ible  man,  by  de- 
priving him  of  his  place,  and  even  pf  the  apartments 
which  had  been  afligned  to  hi'm^     '       '    - 

In  devoting  her^ attention  '  tp  public  inftrucQ-ionJ 
Catharine  did  not  negledl  the. private  Jtaition  of  her 
grandchildren:  flie  herfejlf  dire6led  Tt,  and  devoted 
tp  it,  every  day,*  a  portion  of  her  t}mc.  TheeduCf^- 
tion  of  the  young  Princefles  was  confided  to  thewi-^' 
dp\v  of  Lieutenant-general  Li  even,  a  woman  of  fu- 
perior  underftanding  and  of  diftinguifhed. merit;  TTHe 
young  Princes  were  placed  under  the  oare  of  tnen 
efteemed  worthy  of  a  truft  fo  important.  iThe  Eni^ 
prefs  compofed  for  thofe  Princes  various  eHay^  or\ 
hiftory  and  morals,  which  have  been  oollefted  under 
the  title  of  "  Library  of  the  Grand-dukes  Alexander 
*^  and  Conftantine."  She  frequently  affifted  at  their 
leffbns,  cc^verfed  with  the  gentlemen  ^ho  iriftriicfted 
fherri,  and  caHed  ibr  the  rough '  draughts  of  their 
exercifes,'to  which  (he  ufually  affixed  notes,  addreffed 
fometimcs  to  the  pupils,  fometimes*  to  the  matters. 
One  day  that  (he  vifited,  while  they  were  abroad,, 
their  ftudying  parlour,  (iie  perceived  that  the  leflba 
of  the  morning  had  been  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Switzerland,  and  that  the  tutor  had  exprcfled 
himfelf  as  a  man  who  had  fenfe  to  fet  a  proper  value 

*  on  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  a  free  peopler.  She 
wrote  with  her  own  hand,  at  the  bottom  of  the  (lieet ; 
— **  M.  Laharpe,  continue  your  leffons  in  thi^  ftyle; 
'^  your  ftntiments  afford  me  much  pleafure."  ' 

Thefe  details  will  perhaps  appear  uninterefting ; 
biit^  jufl  as  I  frankly  expofe  the  blemi(hes  of  Catba^ 
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r\np'$  -cbara^er,  I  feel  mylelf  obliged  not  to  over- 
Iqok  hei"  eftitA^ble'  quaJittos^  Alas  1  \^hy  h^ve  I  no% 
moFe  to  commcniorate  I 

A.. p.,  1786.  YermolofF  had  rifeft  to  the  Mgheflfc 
dQ^rp^  of  favour.  His  imprudence  tumbled  hiui 
headlong  froin  it.  Tj^his  favpi^rite,  tall,  feir,  attd  6f 
%  %ure  which  ^npoppce^  tot^I  want  of  feding,  wa^ 
i  cp^te  with  jealot^*  Hq  foon  (hewed  himfelf  vn- 
g^ftt^fvjl  to  potemkriini5  to  whom  he  owed  his  fortune. 
He  eagerly  feized  every  opportunity  of  injuring  him^ 
and,  merely  in  the  vjew  of  thwarting  him,  derended 
the  unfortunate  Knan  Sahim-Gherei,  the  payment 
of  wbof^  penfion  h^d  be^n  fnoft  fcandalouily  negledt- 
ed.  Thf:  Emprefsj,  VfhQ  be^^ame  every  day  weakerj, 
whcfe  her  lovers  were  con cernedidifcovered  a  degrw 
of  coldnefs  toward  Potemkin,  and  alfo  to  the  French 
ap^b^fl^idpr,  whofe  credit  too  ga,ve  umbrage  to  Yer- 
tpc^off. 

,  Bezhorodko,  Alej^auder  Woronzoif.  ^ftcj  fame 
othw  courtiers,  cpntribvliedjt  by  underhand  inftiga-. 
tions,  to  four  the,  temper  of  this  fayourite^  Yermor. 
loff  had  an  unci e^  named  LewafchofF*  wbowi  Potem-» 
kin  diimifled  with  ignominy  from  the  fervice,  in  con< 
fequence  of  a  quarrel  at  play,  in  which  this  LewaichoS" 
^iad  been  on  the;  wrong  fide,  YermolofF  c^mplaine^ 
pf  it  tp  the  Empr^fs^  Fatemk,in  ha4  tp  ftand  the 
Vrunt  of  that  friqcefe'S  irepro^ches,  and  .felt  hirafell^ 
fo.  keenly  hurt,  that  he  haughtily  laid  to  her:r«*r-i 
**'  Madainj,.  njake  your  choice,  and  difmifsr  Yermolof^ 
^\  ^  m^'r  fcMT  fp  long  as  you  keep  that  white  negrojr. 
"  my  foot  ihajl  not  epter  your  doors."  That  very  daj^^ 
Yermploff  received  or<ilers  to  fet  out  oP  his  travels^ 
MomonofFreplace4  hiiin.  T5efe  intrigues  were  knowi^ 
oul^  at  court:  eliewhere  the  glory  of  Catharine  was^ 
t?la?.oned. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  travels  through  the  interior  of 
Ruflia,  the  intelligent  Pa3la&  bad  collected  many> 
<3bg|e<^s  of  natural  hiftory,  and  had  formed,  by  this 
ipeans^  a  valuable  cabincH.    C.atharin?.  ^vad^-  a  pur-^ 
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chafe  of  It*     She  had  likewiie  purchafed^  fome  years 
before,  the  libraries  of  d* Alembert  and  of  Voltaire. 

Different  travellers  had  frequently,  by  her  orders^ 
traverfed  both  the  Archipelago  of  the  north  and  the 
iBoft  ren^ote  Ruffian  provinces.  She  likewife  dis- 
patched feveral  enlightened^  men,  fome  toward  the 
Caucafus,  others  to  the  frontiers  of  China,  l^ut  did 
fhe  not  engage  in  thpfe  enterprizes  rather  from  a  vain 
defire  of  trumpetting  her  fame  over  Europe,  than 
from  a  real  love  of  the  fciences  ?  Had  fhe  poffkffkd 
the,  noble  ambition  of  turning  to  account  the  labours 
of  ingenious  men,  would  fhe  not  have  permitted  the 
publication  of  all  the  difcoveric$  of  the  learned,  both 
in  the  interior,  and  beyond  the  limits  of  her  immenfe 
dominions  !  Their  departure  was  always  emphatically 
announced;  their. return  never  fhed  but  a  clandef* 
tine  light.  Some  rays  of  that  light,  however,  made 
their  efcape :  the  envious  policy  of  the  court  of  Ruffia 
has  not  been  able  to  eclipfe  them  to  every  eye. 

In  1783,  Billings,  an  Englifhman,  went  oyer  to 
Ruffia^  with  a  great  number  of  his  compatriots^  whom 
the  Ruffian  minifier  Simolin  had  jufl  engaged  at 
London  for  the  Imperial  marine.  Being  prefented, 
as  well  as  the  red  of  his  comrades,  to  Count  Ivan 
TchernifchefF,  Billings  told^him  that  he  bad  been, 
m  quality  of*  affiftant  aftronomer,  employed  under 
Captain.  Cook,  in  his  lad  vo}'age  round  the  world. 
Words  always  impofe  on  the  ignorant.  Tcbernif- 
cheiF,  who  did  not  know  that  the  employment  of  aflro-^ 
nomer-afEdant  confided  only  in  committing  to  paper 
the  dejgreesj  minutes  and  feconds  which  the  obferver 
dictates  to  him,  a  tafk  which  any  one  may  execute 
who  ,underfbinds  common  ciphering,  eagerly  impart* 
ed  this  difcovery  to  Catharine.  This  Princefs  im-' 
mediately  refolved  to  undertake  a  maritime  expedi- 
tion, which,  perhaps,  might  have  procured  ber  the 
glory  of  foccecding  where  the  celebrated  Cook  had 
failed, 
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'  Billings  was  accordingly  requeftcd  to  fet  out  for 
the  northern  Arcbipelago,  and  he  was  fufficiently  iti- 
toxicatedby  vanity  to  undertake  an  enterprize  far  be- 
yond his  talents,  and  from  which  his  compatriots  to 
T10  purpofe  endeavoured  to  difliiade  him.'  Immenfe 
preparations  were  made,  and  at  a  vaftexpenfe.  Tlie 
illuftrious  profeiibr  Pallas  was  placed  at  the  head  of  a 
board  conftituted  to  draw  up  a  fcheme  of  the  expe- 
dition, together  with  Billings.  But,  to  their  great 
aftonilhment,  the  members  of  this  board  fbon  dif- 
covered  that  Cook's  afliftaat  aftronomer  knew  no- 
thing of  the  fcience ;  they  declared  fo  to  the  minifter 
TchernifchefF,  who,  bffend^d  at  their  honefty-,  info- 
lently  replied,  that  Billings  knew  more  of  the  matter 
than  they  did. 

The  board  of  admiralty  fortunately  joined  to  Bil- 
lings three  very  well-informed  officers ;  the  firft  was 
Lieutfenant  Hall,  by  birth  an  Englifhman ;  the  fe- 
cond  Bezing,  a  Dane ;  and  the  third  ZaritfckefF,  a 
tiative  of  Ruffia.  •  There  was  likcwife  aflbciated  with 
them,  to  fuperintend  the  infiruments,  a  very  inge- 
nious Englifh  rnechanic,  named  Edwards.  The  reft 
of  the  (hip's  company  confifted  of  the  moft  intelli- 
gent handicraftfmen,  of  the  moft  experienced  pilots, 
and  of  the  ableft  feamen  in  the  Ruffian  navy.  At 
laft,  Billings,  furniftied  with  inftru6lions  compiled 
by  Pallas,  repaired  to  the  banks  of  the  Kowima, 
where  he  had  a  veflel  built,  to  double  the  Tfchoukot- 
fkoi-Nofs,  but  could  not  make  it  good. 

The  year  after  he  traverfed  the  iflands  of  the  eaf- 
tern  CK)ean,  taking  his  departure  from  Okhotlk  and 
the  bay  of  Awatfcha  up  to  the  coafts  of  Japan.  H^ 
even  traced  charts  of  them  ;  biit  the  dilcoveries  he 
made  are  of  no  great' imponance.  He  collecfted, 
however,  a  great  number  of  rarities,  and  brought  to 
Pctcriburgh  a  native  of  Ounalafchka  and  a  womap 
whom  the  inhabitants  of  that  ifland  had  kidnapped 
from  the  ihores  of  America,  and  who  was  aflertedto 

have 
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have  come  frobi  fi  part  of  the  continent  very  diftant . 
fronf)  the  coaft.     On  his  return  to  Peterfburgh,  Bil- 
lings applied  bimfelf,  with  the  aid  of  PalIas,.to  digeft-  , 
ing  the  journal  of  his  voyage.     But  there  is  too 
much  reaUfon  to  fear  that  this  work,  like  that  which  ' 
I  have  mentioned^  fhall  remain  loft  to  the  public. 

A  more  certain  monument  of  Catharine^s  glory  is- 
the  canal  vyhich  (he  Ijegan   to  cut  in  the  province  oC 
Twer,  to  join  the  THvertza  to  the  Mfia.     The  fornier 
of  thefe  rivers  falls  into  the  Volga,  and  the  lalicr  has 
a  communication,  by  great  lakes,  with  the  Neva.     If 
ever  this  canal  ibo'uld'be  completed,  it  will  eftablifh 
an  internal  navigation  through  all   the  immenfe  re- 
gions fituated  between  the  Cafpian  and  the  Baltic 
Seas.  , 

The  Eipprefsjdelirousof  increafing  the  population 
of  Kherfon,  and  of  her  newly  acquired  provinces  of 
the  Tauride  and  the  Gaucafus,  publilhed  a  mahifefto 
inviting  foreigners  to  come  and  fettle  in  thpfc  copn- 
tries.  I  (ball,  prefent  a  few  extradls  from  this  new 
bait  thrown,  out  to  the  credulity  of  Europe. 

"  The  protection. >  we  are  accuftonied  to  grant,to 
foreigners  who  come  tor  trade,  or  exercifc  their  . 
induftry,  in  our  .empire,  is  generally  knovyn.  Every 
one  may  enjoy,  in  our  eftates,    the  unreftraincd  . 
exercife  of  thej  religion  of  his  fathers,  complete  per-  . 
"  fonal  fecurity,  the  protection  of  law  and  govern*^  . 
*'  ment.     AH  tlie  abfolute   neceflkries   of  life,  and    , 
"  every  d^firable  comfort,  as  well  as  the  means  of 
**  acquiring  wealth,  are  there  fupplied  both  from  the  . 
*^  fertility   of  the  foil  and   from  objc6ls  favourable 
*'  to  commerce*     The  country  of  the  Gaucafus,  fub- 
*^  jecSted  to  our  fceptre,  opens  all  thefe  refources  in 
^*^reater  abundance  than  the  other  provinces  of  our 
*^  empire.     Foreigners  wifliing  to  fettle  there,  ,wbe- 
*^  ther  in  the  cities  or  in  rural  fituatlons,  will  find  io 
them  a  peaceful  afylum  and  unfpeakable  acconv 
modations. — They  will  be,  during  the  period  of  fix 
years,  exempted  from  every  demand  ou  the  part  pi 
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"  the  crown.  If,  on  the  expiration  of  that  term,  tlicy 
(hould  defire  to  leave  our  territories,  they  t(ha!l  be 
at  full  liberty  to  do  fb,  on  paying  limply  the  amount 
*•  of  three  years  taxes." 

By  another  manifefto  which  appeared  fome  mcjnths 
after  the  one  preceding,  the  Emprefs  declared  to  all 
the  inhabitailts  of  Ruffia  and  of  Tartary,  that  they 
were  no  longer^  in  addrelfing  her,  to  denominate 
themfelves  her  Jlavesj  but  only  her  fuhjeSls.  This 
Princefs  was  not  ignorant  of  the  means  of  rendering 
herfelf  popular,  and  fhe  frequently  employed  them 
with  wonderful  art.  One  of  thofe  which  fhe  .  moft 
fuccefsfully  praSifed,  was  her  attention  to  children. 
Whether  from  inclination  of  from  policy^  fhe  always 
had  a  great  number,  in  her  apartments.  They  there 
enjoyed  the  fame  liberties  that  her  own  grandchil- 
dren did.  They  gave  the  Emprefs  no  other  appella- 
tion but  that  of  grand-mama,  and  (he  returned  their 
carefles  with  the  utmoft  complacency. 

Alas !  was  this  then  the  woman  whofe  murderous 
lips  di  (Stated  the  aflaffination  of  her  ill-fated  hufband? 
0)uM  it  be  that  mother  fo  cold,  an4  fo  prone  to  dif- 
truft  her  own  fon  ?  Could  it  be  that  ambitious  Prin- 
ceis Ayho  feemed  to  breathe  only  for  the  purpofe  of, 
wfurping  crowns  and  of  invading  ftates?  Could  it  be; 
finally,  that  lofty-jninded  fovereign  who  fometimcs 
talked  to  her  minifters  and  generate  in  fuch  a  tone  of 
haughtinefs,  and  demanded  of  them,  with  a  voice  of 
difpleafure,  whether  fhe  had  honoured  them  with 
ftaffs  of  command  or  the  ribbons  of  knighthood,  that 
they  might  render  themfelves  unworthy  of  her  confi- 
dence ?-^^Ye8,  undoijbtcdly,  it  was  the  faiDe  perfon. 
That  man  muft*  be  little  acquainted  with  the  human 
heart  who  does  not. know  that  il  frequently  aflbciates 
featimcnts  and  inclinations  diametrically  t>ppofite,     v 
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Catharine  It.  travtls  io  the  Krimea-^jijfaJ^miion  o^ 
Sdhhu-GheraiT-^rThe    Turh  declare    vFat    agair0 

-  BiiJia^-'GnJiavus  J IL  attacks  the  RtcjU^flm — Naval 
Battle  of  fjogland-^Bmxelfiiema  attempts  to  bum 
the  Rujian  Fleet  at  Copenhagen — Capture^  of  Ocg;a^ ' 
^off-^Peace  of  Vareh-^rrCapttire  of  ifmail'^-'l^^ 
i>f  Momo^off' — Zoiiboff  becomes  Favouritt-^^Fawkmer 
fit  FeterJburgh-^p£flCf  ff  Xajf — peaflk  of,  l^o^ 
temJm>        #    * 

*•  ^*  Li^^^  ^  ^^'^S  time  Gatliarine  tiad  refblved  to 
J  787.  Jl^  pay  a  vi(;t  to  the  Krimeaj  aAd  to  condu<9k 
jbor  grandfoq  Conftantine  up  to  the  frontiers  of  the 
^pire  of  the  eaft,  which  (he  deftiaed  for  him,.  JEverjr 
thing  was  in  reaidir^efs  for  this  journey,  when  the 
young  Prince  was  attacked  with  a  fpeeies  of  meaftee^ 
which  pbliged  him  to  reroaio  at  t^etierlburgh.. 

Catharine  alfp  wifhed  to  have  hell^  crowned  at 
Itherfon,  a^  (bvereign  of  tfee  Ta^uiride :  but  the  iiews  of 
the  hoftilities  whicn  liad  recently  broken  out  between 
.  the  Tartars  and  the  Ruilians,  niade  her  renounce  this 
popipous  defign,  and  a  portion  of  the  magniiicence 
^iyhich  fl^e  inteaded  to  difpJa^'  upon  the  theatre  of  h^ 
iConquefts.  ' 

llie  rumour  of  ttie  Empnefs*s  c^^cui'fion  did  not 
make  upoii  the  Georgians,  tl>^  Lefghis,  and  the  other 
inh'ribitajils  of  thofe  countries  fb  vaft  and  fo  little 
keow|3^  the  efFecSl  which  was  expecSled.  Inftead  of 
appearing  nattered  or  dazzled  at  her  approach,  thofe 
people  regarded  Jt  as  thj2  {igrlal  of  imminent  danger  j 
and  having  rcriiewed  their  oath  pf  union,  they  mu- 
tually engaged  to  irjake  evei*y  rcfiftance  ip  their 
powerto  the  opprellion^Qf  thjc  K-uiJiaps^ 

The.Emprcfs  took  her  departpre^  a^compaoittd  by 
Jmst  maid^  of  hQiuJur-  i^er  ifayouiite  MomonofE  her 

H  1^  4  grand 
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grand  mailer  of  the  horfe  Nardfchkin,  Ivan^TcherniT- 
chefF,  the  two  ScliouwalofFs,  and  by  divers  otHer 
courtiers,  as  well  as  the  ambaflador  of  Auftria  and 
the  minifters^  of  France  and  England,  The  Afedges 
travelled  by  night  as  well  as  by  day.  A  confiderable 
number  of  horfes  had  been  aflembled  at  each  ftation  ; 
^reat  fires  were  kindled  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  fa-, 
thorns  from- each  other,  and  animmenfe  crowd  of 
the  ciu*ious  lined  the  road. 

On  the  fixth  day  the  Emprefs  arrived  at  Smolenflco. 
Fifteen  days  afterwards,  ihe  made  her  entry  into 
Kioeff,  where  the.  Princes  Sapieha  and  Lubomiriky, 
the  Potockis,  the  Branitlkys,  and  moft  of  the  other 
Poles  devoted  to  Ruffia,  had  repaired  to  receive  the 
Sovereign. 

Pot^mkin  had  preceded  that  Princefs.  He  rejoined 
her  at  Kio^fF,  as  likewife  did  the  Prince  pfNaflau- 
Siegen,  who,  fome  time  before,  had  entered  into  the 
fervice  of  the  Ruffians.  Marefchal  RomanzofF  was 
alfo  there.  Already  wounded  by  the  haughtinefs  of 
Potemkin,  he  had,  during'  his  ftay  at  KioefF,  frefh 
feafon  to  complain  of  it,  and  his  diflatisfa<^ion  was 
very  apparent.  But  whatever  value  the  Emprefs  might 
attach  to  the  brilliant  fervices  of  the  conqueror  of 
the  Ottomans,  the  favour  of  P6temkin  underwent  no 
diminution.  /        . 

Thofe  rocks  which  bbftrudled  the  navigation  of  the 
l)nieper  had  been  cleared  away,  and  fifty  magnificent 
galleys  were  prepared  to  receive  the  Emprefs.  That' 
Princefs  went,  at  the  commencement  of  fpring,  to 
Krementfchouk,  and  embarked  there  with  her  iiume- 
rous  retinue.  '"'\ 

The  next  day  the  fleiet  came  to  an  anchor  opposite 
to  KaniefF.  The  King  Of  Poland,  who  had  come 
thither  under  his  ancient  name  of  Count  Poniatowfk^, 
and  had  received  100,000  roubles  for  the  expenfe  of 
his  journey,  repaired  immediately  on' board  the  galley 
of  the  Emprefs.  Thefetwo  fovereigns  had  not  feeri 
each  other  for  the  fpace  of  three  and  twenty  years. 

When 
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When  they  met,  Catharine  appeared  in  fame  degree  ' 
confufed.  But  Staniflauis  retained  all  his  prcfencei 
of  mind,  and  fpoke  with  coYifideraBle  confidencp.  In  ' 
a  (jiort  time,  they  remained  alone  in  the  apartment 
oir^the' Emprefs,  and  had  a  conterence,  which  lafted 
rather  more\than  h^lf.  an  hoiir,  and  in  which  the 
King  rcquefted  the  Empreis  to  caufe  Pridce  Jofeph 
Ppniatpwiky  his  nephew  to  be  declared  the  heir  of 
the  throne  of  Poland,,  to  augment  the  revenues  of  hi§ 
crown,  and  to  gra'ntitQ-his  fubjecfts  a  free  navigatica 
on  the  Dnieper>  Although  theEmprefs  was  refblved 
tp  grant  nothing  which,  this  feeble  monarch  wi(hcd, 
fhe  gave  him  room  U^  Jbelieve  thut  .he  would  obtain 
every  thi,ng ;  after  which  they  pafJed  into  another 
galley,  where  they -dined  together.  Catbairine  deco- 
rated her  ancient  lover  with  the  ribbon  p£  the  order  of 
St.  Andrew.  /  ,    ^ 

Potemfcin,  who  bad  never  feen  the  PoTi(h.mo»arch, 
appeared  enchanted  with .  him.  It  is  even  probable, 
that  to  this  favoi^rable  impreffioti  Staniflaus  has  been 
indebted,  for  the  prefervation  of  his.  throne  a  few 
years  longer.  Whatever  pight  he  the^afe,  Jiewitfe-. 
drew  at  night  apparently  very  well  fatisfied  -with  tbe 
reception  he  had  met  with,  and  ordered  a  very  beau- 
tiful fire-work  to  be  difplaycd  on  the  bants  of  the 
Dnieper.     Afterwards  the  fleet  continued  its  route.    *^ 

At  Krementfchouk;  the  Emprefs  had  been  lodged 
in  a  palace  built  exprefsly  for  her,  fiaperbly  orna- 
mented, and  clofe  by  which  a  bdautiful  garden  had 
been  laid  out.  She  had  found  in  .this  city  ah  army  of 
]  2,000 ^men  in  new  habiliments,  who  gave  her  are- 
prefentation  of  war  by  manoeuvring  in  four  columns,* 
with  a  fquare  battalion  of  kofacs.  *  - 

The  journey  by  water  was  ftill  more  agreeable, 
^he  banks  of  the  Dnieper  were  covered  with  artificial 
villages,  with  p^fants  elegantly  drefled,  and  with  nu- 
merous flocks,  which  reforted.  by  crois-roads  to -'the 
fpots  where  the  flpet  approached  the  ibore,  and  re- 
produced 
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produced  tfaemiblves  incdldntly  in  tb^  eyes  of  the 
travellers.  The  beauty  of  the  feaion  added  ilill  tnctfe 
to  the  magic  of  the  fp6<£lbcle  which  was  prefented  to 
the  Eoiprefe)  tod  every  thing  combined  to  ftinder  de-* 
lightful  a  country  almoft  defert. 

Jofcph  IL  ha4  preceded  the  .arrival  of  Catharine  at 
Kberfon.  He  haftened  to  meet  her,  and  jolded  het 
at  Kaidak.  Immediately  ihe  difemijarked  and  re-- 
paired  by  land  to  Kherfon,  whither  the  Emperor  re* 
turned  with  her.  Ther^  Catharine  lodged  at  the  ad^ 
miralty,  where  z^  throne  had  been  ere<5led  which  c6{^ 
1 4,000  roubles.  Thus,  in  order  to  gratify  for  a  few 
moiiients  the  vanity  of  the  Sovereign,  the  empire  had 
long  to  bewail  thofe  pompous  prodi^ie$  of  a  rui|}Ou| 
oftentation ! 

Kherfoh  appeared  already  an  opijJent  icjty.  It 
had  feveral  rich  magazines,  a  port  filled  with  vef- 
fels,  and  dock-yards  well  fuppHed.  A  veflel^f  ifi^ty-* 
fix  guns  and  a  frigate  of  forty,  were  launched  in  pre- 
fence  of  the  Emprefs.  In  travelling  the  endofure  of 
the  city,  that  JPrincds  read  upon  the  gate  towards- the 
«alt,  a  Greek  infcription,  which  fignifies--rTHis  i% 

,THE  ROAD  WHICH  I*EADS^TO  BviSANTIUM. 

There  were  at  that  time  at  Kberfon  a  confider- 
ablc  number  of  forcigrters.  You  beheld  among  theni 
Greeks,  Tartars,  Frenchmen,  Belgians,  Spaniards, 
Engliihmea,  Poles.  Some  of  tbem  bad  been  attrajft- 
ed  tbttfacr  from  curiofity  merely,  others  f^jm-tbg  de- 
fire  of  reftd^ring  homage  to  the  Emprefs.  Potemkin. 
prefented  Miranda  to  her,  who  had  becd  tutroducecl 
to  hirafelf  by  a  foreign  rainifter^  and  who,  obliged  to 
fly  his  co^mtry,  fought  an  afylum  amongft  the  Ruf- 
iians,  and  is  fince  become  general  in  the  French  fer- 
vicc. 

Miranda  afliimed,  in  Ruffia,  the  title  of  Count, 

and  wore  the  uniform  of  a  Spaniih  colonel,  though 

he  had   a  title  neither  ,to  the  one   nor  the  other. 

He  arrived  atlvheribn  with.aFrcnchfmHa  oacaed  Le- 

i^  ^roix, 
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croix,  an  intriguing  and  artful  man,  but  inclined  to 
debauchciy,  and  who  paflcd  for  a  fecret  emifiary  of 
Calonne.      *  • 

Among  the  women  who  refbrted  to  the  court  pT 
Catharine,  was  diftinguifhed  a  Greek  lady  ah'cadjTt 
celebrated,  whofe  charms  had  made  an  impreiSon  oa 
the  heart  of  Potemkiri,  and  feemed  to  entitle  her  to 
bear  it  away  from  the  crowd  of  beauties  who  contend^ 
ed  for  his  favours, 

A  long  time  before  her  departure  from  Peterlburgb, 
the  Emprcft  had  difpatched  Major  Sergius  to  Con- 
ftantinople,  to  give  notice  to  the  divan  that  (be  was 
going  to  vifit  the  Krimea.  The  divan  appeared  tin* 
eafy  at  it,  and  almoft  regarded  this  journey  as  an  ag- 
greffion.  Preparations  were  made  to  oppofe  it ;  and, 
whilft  the  Emprefs  was  at  Khcrfon,  four  Turkifli  (hips 
of  the  line  and  fixt^en  frigates  anchored  in  the  mouth 
of  the  Borifthenes,  Thefe  veflels  undoubtedly  neither 
could  nor  would  have  attempted  any  thing  \  but  their 
afpedt  chagrined  Catharine.  She  contemplated  them 
with  indignation,  and  could,  not  witl^draw  her  ey6s  • 
from  them  :  "  Do  you  fee,"  faid  (he  to  her  oourtieps, 
"  it  appears  that  the  Turks  have  loft  all  recolledion 
<^ofTchefme." 

Jofeph  ll.  received  at  Kherfon  the  firft  neWs  of  the 
revolt  of  Brabant.  Some  perfons  exhorted  him  tore* 
pair  immediately  to  Bruflels,  and  to  make  lafe  of  great 
moderation  in  order  to  calm  an  irritated  people. 

This  Prince  gave  no  explanation  refpedting  the. 
manner  in  which  he  intended  to  conduct  himfelf,  nor 
did  he  take  the  route  which  led  to  his  ftatcs.  He  on 
the  contrary  followed  the  Emprefs,  who  departed  in 
order  to  vifit  the  interior  of  the  Krimea. 

The  Emprefs  was  received  in  the  Krimea  by  the 
principal  mirzas,  whofe  troops  made  different  evolu-, 
tioris  in  her  prefence.  All  at  once  a  thoufend  Tartars 
farrdurtded  the  carriages  and  ferved  them  as  an  ef- 
cort.  Jofepb  11.  who  had  not  been  forewarned  of  this 
intention^  mgnifefted  fume  uneaiinefs;  but  the  Em- 
prefs 
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prefs  prefcrvcd  her.  tranquillity.  Thefe  Tartars  had 
boe»  prcr^ppointed  by  Potemkin.  They  undoubtedly 
had  not  any  evil  dclign  :  but  fuppoling  tbis  had  been 
tl>e  cafe,  opCild  tbfiy  have  ventured  to  put  it  into  exe- 
cution ?  Did  riot  they  knONV  l^hal  Potemkin  bad,,  pot 
4ar  from  theiKe,  an  army  of  153,000  men  ?. 

Tb^  Etnpr^ft  made  a  pompous  entry  into  BatfcbiT 
ferai,,  and  lodged,  as  did  likevvifeher  retinue,  in  the 
palace  of  the  Khan.  At  night  (he  was-  entertained 
-with  tbefpedaclc  of  a  ijooantain  whiqb  had  been  il- 
tuminated,  and  which  a-ppeared  all  in  a  flame.  Where- 
ever  (be  went,  every  one  wa&  eager  to  attract  her  re-  ^ 
gards>  an4,fli,9  endeavoured  to  gain  all  hearts.  She 
alligned  fuads  to.build  two  mofques  :  (he  diftributcd 
coniiderable  prefents  among  the  mirzas. .  The  mir- 
J5/1S  letiiiicd  the  moft  ardent  ^ devotednefs  to  her; 
and  fix  weeks  afterwards  they  wKbed  tofecond  the. 
Xurks^«  , 

.  On  her  return,  the  Emprqfs  was  conducted  to  Pul-' 
tawa.     In  a  fbort  time  two  armies  made  their  appear- 
ance,.   Tb(^y  ,  g^pproach^dj   they  engaged^  and  gavp 
Ovtbarino  an  cxa6l  r^prefentation  of  the  cejebratod 
battkin  whjch  Peter  L  defeated  Charles  XII. 

This  fpediacle  was  worthy  of  Potemkin,  and  of  the 
two  fovei'eigns  before  whom  h^  difplayed  it.  .  Catha- 
rine faid  upon  this  occafion  io  one  of  her  courtiers, 
^vho  ca;lled  upon  her  to  remark  a  miftake  made  by 
the  Swedes,  '^  Behold  then  upon  what  the  fate  of^ 
*' empires  depends  !  but  for  that  miflakcwes  ftould 
'^  not  have  been  here.'*  •  *  . 

,  Jofeph  II.  upon  whom  the  name  merely  cf.a  war- 
rior made  a  lively  impreljTion,  could  not  refrain  (rom 
deploring  the  misfortune  of  the  Swedifh  monarchy 
Notwithilanding  this  he  was  extremely  gratified  with 
,thc  whole  condu6t' of  Potemkin  and  of  the  E-gpprefs^. 
That  Princefs  had  found  the;  method   of  captivating: 
him  ib  qomplctelyi,  that,  he  ,wi.{ljed  to  affift  .her.  in  . 
procuring  the  coronation  of  b^r  grandfon  at  Cou- 
ftuiitiuoplc.  ^  .  ' 
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Jofeph  11.  could  not  however  help  exprefling  his 
aftoni^mfent  at  beholding  all  the  complaifance  of  tbfi 
Emprefs  towards  Mfomonoff;  The  favouritij  feme- 
times  ftrangely  abufed  his  afcendant  over  that  Prin- 
cefs,  and  hrs  vanity  feenved  to  be  flattered  that  h©^ 
could  produce  illurtrioua  witneflcs  of  his  puerile 
triumph.  '  -i     .•    . 

At  Mofcow,  Jofeph  11;  Separated  frbmCatharrinc, 
and  rapidly  travcrfing  Poland,  returned  into  hisftates,^ 
vvhiltl  that  Princefs  re-entered  Peterll^urgh.  >■ 

The  unfortunate  Sahim-Gherai  was  no  longer  in 
the  Krimea  when  the  Emprefe  went  thither.  ••  After 
having  'ftripped  him  of  his  power,  Potemkin  kept.  Him 
for  fome  time  tinder  his  eye  in  Kherfon,  Wher-e  that' 
imprudent  Tartar  wore  the  uniform  of  commandant 
of  the  Preobraginlky  guards,  and  decorated  himfelf 
with  the  ribbon  of  a  Ruffian  order.  He  was  attec-. 
wards  baniflied  to  Kalouga ;  the  payment  of  his  pei5- 
■  lion  was  flopped ;  be.  was  left  in  the  moft  deflitutc 
condition,  and  was  obliged  to  abandon  bi^  native  land, 
to  throw  himfelf  into  the  arms  of  the  Turks,  whom 
be  might  have  regarded  as  his  mofl;'  inveterate  eo«- 
mies,  if  the  Ruffians  had  not  really  been  fo.         •  ' 

He  withdrew  iat  firft  into  Moldavia,  where  a  capygi- 
bachi  and  the  hofpodar  counfelled  him  a  long  time: 
in  vain,  to  repair  to  Conftan.tinople,  Colonel  de  Witt, 
then  commandant  of  the  fortrafs  of  Kaminietz,and  fer- : 
vilely  devoted  to  Botemkin,  joined  his  folicitations  to 
thofe  of  the  capigi-bachi.  But  Sahim-tfherai  refifted. 
He  had  a  prerfeotiment,  undoubtedly,  of  the  mckn- 
choly  fate  which  awaited  him.  At  laft^  his  pcrfotr 
was  feized,  and  hfe  "vvas  tranfported  to  the  ifle  of 
Rhodes.  There  Sahioi-Gherai-  thought  of 'faving 
himfelf  in  the  houfe  of  the  Frenchrcpnful,  from,  whom 
the  Turks  haftened  .to.redcmiind'  him.  The  confuj, 
thinking  that  they  would  not  prefume  tp  violate  his* 
afylum,  had  ^  noble  courage  to  rcfufe  to  render 
up  the  nian  wJho  had  placed  himfelf  under  bk  protec- 
tion :  but  th^y  threatened  to  fet  fire  to  his  houfc,  and, 
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-fcitifig  thp  infant  when  he  bad  gone  out>  they  car- 
fjicd  off  the  arms  of  France  from  over  his  door^  which 
they  iaftened  to  a  neighbouring  houfe^  and  ftrangled 
the  unibrtunate  Khan.  It  was  th  lis  that  the  Turks 
avenged  tberafelves  for  the  defection  of  thisk  Prjnce^  ^ 
»id  that  tbe  Kuffians  riscompenied  him^  for  havings 
ceded  his  ftates  to  them. 

Some  time  before  the  departure  of  the  Emprefs  for 
the  Krtniiea>  the  minifter  Bakounin,  charged  with  the 
department  of  forJ^ign  affairs,  and  enjoying  at  firfk 
the  highefl:  degree  of  favour,  received  orders  to*  tra- 
vel. Bezborodko  wifhed  to  place  Arcadias  MarkofF 
at  Peterfburgb.  Nothing  more  was  neccilary  to  pro- 
cure the  banifhrnent  of  Bakoaniii.  But  whether  it 
was  that  he  could  not  overcome  the  chagrin  of  lofing 
his  place,  or  that  fomt  other  caufe  accelerated  the 
termination  of  hia  days,3akouiiindid  not  carry  away 
any  fecrets  of  ilate  into  a  fcH^ign  country :  he  fell  illy 
and  died  very  (hortly  after* 

Markaflf  waa  then  recalled  from  Stockholm,  and 
fiiccecdcd  Bakounin,  N^hilft  Andrew  Razoumofiyiy^ 
wboie  talents  and  boldnefs  were  valuable  to '  Catha-- 
^rine,  pafied  from  Denmark  into  Sweden.  ' 

MarkoC,  the  fonof  a  Ruffian  peafant,  and  at  firft 
fecretary  to  Prince  Gallitzin,  minifter  plenipotentiary 
at  the  Hague,  had  accompanied  Prince  Repnin  to 
the  congrefs  of  Tefchen,  and  was  afterwards  fent  to 
Rome  and  to  Paris,  from  whpnce  thet  Emprefs  made 
him  pafs  into  Sweden.  Adtiveand  cunning,  he  fuited 
Besdxirodko  extremely  well,  of  whofe  inelitetion  for 
libcrtinifm  he  likewife  partook.  An  intia)acy  there- 
f^e  was  formed  betwfeen  them,  of  which  the  latter  . 
bad  very  foon  reafon  to  repent. 

However,  Potemkin  wifiied  at  any  price  to  engage 
the  Tuffkst©  commence  hoftilities.  independently  of* 
the  hope  of  farther  difinembering  the  Ottoman  em- 
pire a  fecret  motive  made  hhn  wifh  for  war,  and  ren* 
djsred  It  ncoeilary  to  him.  -  Loaded  with  titles,  with: 
honours,  with  dignities  with  the  crolTesr  of  knight- 
\         .^     ■    ,     '  hood. 


hood,  Uq  wiftied  to^add  to  them  jthc  grand  ribbon  of 
the  order  of  St  George.  In  order  to  obtain  thisiji  it 
tv;aa  requifite  to  command  an  army,  to  gain  a  viiSory, 
and  to  occafion  Ihe  maflacre  of  a  multitude  of  ibidicrfi^ 
But  what  were  the  lives  of  feveral  thoufand?  of  mea 
in  the  eyes  of  Potqmkin,  in  <romparifoft  qf  4  ribboo 
Ivhich  6attered  his  pride  ? 

BulgakofF,  minifter  of  Ruffia  at  Conftantinople, 
wa^  come  to  Kberfcxi  to  render  an  account  to  the 
Emprefs  pf  his  fecret  operations,  and  of  the  vdifpoii-^ 
tions  of  the  divan.  This  minifler  had  a  channel  of 
intelligence  of  what  was  going  forward  jn  Egyptj 
through  the  medium,  of  Baron  dc  Tholus,,  conful- 
general  of  the  Ruflians  at  Ajexandria,  Another  corn 
ful,  whom  Ruffia  maintained  at  Smyrn?,  and  who 
was,  named  Peter  Ferrieri^  abandoned  himfelf  to  all 
the  intrigues  of  which  ai%  audacious-  Italian  could  he 
capable.  A  third  attempted  to  make  an  infurre<ftion 
in  Moldavia.  The  Ruffian  veflels  abiifed  all  the  pri-* 
vileges  which  the  Porle  had  granted  them,  and  the 
court  of  Peteriburgh  continually  encour^ed  this  vio- 
lation of  treaties. 

The  Porte,  difpleafed  with  this  condixSl,  and  pro** 
vokcd  at  a  difcovery  which  bad  been  madef  of  a  cor- 
refpoodencc  between  the  Bey  Ibrahim,  one  of  the  , 
governors  of  Cairo,  and  the  Ruffian  minifter,  charge 
^  the  CapitajirPacha  to  go  and  re-eft aWifh  order  i», 
Egypt.  A  few  days  afterwards,  the  Grand-vizir  and 
the  Reis-effeudi  demanded  a  conference  with  the  mi- 
nifter  BulgakofF,  and  tranfmitted  to  him  a  fuccindt' 
memorial,  to  which  they  requefted  bis  reply  io^me- 
diately.  Thisi  memorial  contained  the  following  par«- 
ticulars. 

.  "  That  experience  haviiig  proved  the  Rui&an  con^ 
'^  ful  in  Mqldavia  to  be  adiforderly  and  turbulent. 
**  man,  wbcr  mad?  ufe  of  every  means  to  diftoxb  the 
•^  peace  of  the  two  empires,  the  Grand-lignor  infiftcd 
"  that  this  man  fhcwld  ^uit  his  flates  without dqlay :  . 

That 
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-  ^*  That  the  troubles  wbich  had  defolated  Georgia 
for  two  years  paft,  being  evidently  the  effect:  of^e 
protection  which  the  Emprefs  had  granted  to  Prince 

**  Heracliu§,  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  treaties,  it  was 
^'  jiift  that  the  Ruffian  troops  (hould  evacuate  Teffis, 
**and  withdraw  to  a  fufficient  diftance  from  that 
"  kingdcim,  in  order  tp  the  reftoration  of  tranquillity 
^  in  it :  '     -  ' 

•  "  That  the  Ruffian  veflcis' which  paffcd  before 
'^  Conftantinople  having  always  prohibited  goods  on 
"■board,  his  Highnefs  infifted  that  all  thofe  vcflels 
*^  (hould  be  viffte<l  without  exception  : 

"  That  the  fubJime  Portei  being  informed  with 
^  certainty  that  Prince  Alexander  Mauro-Cordato, 

who  fled  from  Yaffi  at  the  beginning  of  February; 

bad  found  an  afylum  in  Ruffia,  demanded  that  this 
**  Priijce  (hould  be  ^iven  up :   * 

*^  That  it  was  neceffiiry  the  Ruffians  (hould  furnifh 
"  to  the  inhabitants  of  OczakofF  a  greater  quantity  of 
"  fait  than  they  bad  hitherto  done : 

"That,  finally,  the  Grand-.fignor  demanded  the 
"privilege  of  eftablifhing^  in  the  Ruffian  ftates,  agents 
"  to  protect  the  commerce  of  his  fubjeils." 

•  In  order  to  reply  to  this  memorial,  BtilgakofF  re- 
quefied  time  to  coniult  his  court.  It  was  granted 
him  :  but  in  a  fhort  time  the  divan  aflembted  anew, 
and  decided  that  it  was  ufelefs  to  wait  for  a  reply  from 
Peterfburgh.  War  was  proclaimed  in  Conftantino- 
ple, and  Bulgakoff  iTiut  up  in  the  caftle  of  the  Seven 
Towerg. 

.The  internuncio  of  the  court  of  Vienna  and  the 
ambaflador  of  France  mutually  exerted  their  influ- 
*  tince  with  the  divan  to  procure  the  releafe  of  Bulga- 
kotF.  Their  attempts  were  inefFe<ftual.  The  minifler 
of  England  had  at  that  time  a  greater  degree  of  cre- 
dit, and  he  warmly  feconded  the  refentttient  of  his 
court,  which  bad  feen  with  jealous  eyes  Ruffia  form  a 
co^imerbial  treaty  with  France.- 

-  ^     The- 
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The  Tdrks  madd  preparations  for  ^Jkr  with  thie 
titmoft  adlivity.  They  marched  80,000  men  lo  tjovcr 
Oe^akbfF.  A  formidable  army  advanced  towattls  the 
banks  of  the  Danube,  iandthe  Oiand^vizir  was  mak- 
ing rieady  to  unfurl  the  ftandard  of  Mabomct  at  the 
head  of  the  Ottoman  troops. 

A  fquadron  of  fiicte^n  (hips,  eight  frigates^  and 
fevcral  row-boats,  entered  the  'Black  Sea,  under  the 
conMTiand  of  tHe  Capi tan-Pacha  Gazi  Haflan. 

This  ^old  admiral  returned  from  Egjrpt,  where  he 
had  brought  the  rebel.  Beys,  Ibrahim  and  Mourad, 
into  fiibje6lian,  and  received  a  tribute  of  more  than 
1 2,000,000  of  piaftres.  But  this  fucccfs  had  not  ren- 
dered him  infolent :  he  llill  recolle<5led  with  grief  the 
difaftera  of  Tfchefme.  Before  he  took  his  departure 
for  the  Krimca,  he  aflembled  the  principal  officers  of 
his  fquadrpn,  and  addrefled  them  as  follows. 

"  You  know  from  whence  I  come,  and  what  I  have 
done.  A  new  field  of  honour  fummons  me,  as  well 
as  you,  to  facrifice  our  laft  breath  for  the  honour 
of  our  religion,  and  in  the  ffervice  of  the  Sultan  andi 
'^  of  the  invincible  Nation,  which,  in  the  prefont  cir- 
"  cumftanccs,  demands  the  laft  drop  of  odr  blood. .  It 
is'tp  fblfil  thisfacrod  duty  that  I  at  pmfent  feparat^J 
myfelf  from  thofe  of  my  family  who  are  moft  dear 
to  me.  I  have  given  liberty  to  all  my  flaves'of  both 
"  fexes:  I  have  paid  all  that  lowed  them,  and  re- 
warded them  according  to  their  deferts.  I  have  bid 
a  final  adieu  to  my  wife:  I-  go  at  laft  into  the 
heat  of  battle,  in  the  firm  refolution  to  conquer  or 
*'  to  die.  If  I  return,  it  will  be  a  lingular  favour  of  the 
*^  Almighty.  I  do  not  defire  to  fee  my  days  pro-? 
''  longed,  but  that  Itnay  have  it  in  my  power  to  ter- 
'•  minate  tliem  glorioufly.  This  is  my  unalterable 
"  determination.  '  . 

You,  who  have  always  been  my  faithful  com- 
panions, I  have  convoked,  to  exhort  you  to  follow 
*^  my  ejcample  at  this  dccifive  conjun^flure.     If  there 
*•  be  any  ope  among  you  who  does  not  ft^l  that  be 
;  .     I  i  %  /  has ' 
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''  has  couragC'to  die  in  the  field  of  liononr,  he  may  de- 
'  V  dare  it  freely  :  he  fhall'find  grace  in  my  fight,  and 

V  ihall  immediately  receive  his  difcharge.    Thofe,  on 
^>  the  contrary,  whofe  hearts  fail  them  in  executing  my 

V  orders  in  adlion,  muft  not  pretend  to  excufe  them- 

*  ^*  felves  by  attributing  their  flight  to  contrary  winds 
.  *^  or  to  the  difobedience  of  their  crews ;  for  I  fwear 

^*  by  Mahomet,  and  by  the  life  of  the  iSultan,  that  I  ' 
^^  will  caufe  them  to  be  beheaded,  as  well  as  their 

*  "whole  crew.     But  he  who  fhall  difplay  courage  in 
^*  acquitting  bimfelf  of  his  duty,  fhall  be  liberally  re- 

*  warded.     Jjct  all  thofe  who  wifti  to  follow  me  on 
^  ^  thefe  conditions  arife  thenj  and  fwear  to  obey  me 

'^feithfulV 

At  thefe  words  all  the  captains-,  having  rifen  up, 
fwore  to  conquer  or  to  die  with  their  noble  admiral. 
"  Yes,*'  cried  he  upon  this,  "  I  acknowledge  you  for 
*^  my  gallant  and  faithful  companions !  Go,  returA  to 
*'  your  feveral  fhips ;  order  your  crews  to  aflemble, 
"  communicate  my  purpofe  to  them,  receive  their 
'^  oath  of  fidelity,  and  hold  yourfelves  in  readinefs  to 
"  fet  fail  to-morrow.'* 

The  Tiirks  fufpeded  the  fidelity  of  the .  Greeks  : 
they  difarmdd  them  all :  at  the  fame  time  they  pub- 
lifhed  a  manifefto  to  invite  the  Tartars  to  put  them- 

.  felves  under  the  government  of  the  Grand-fignor. 

^This  people  regretted. their  ancient  yoke,  and  detefted 
the  new  one.  In  vain  did  the  Emprefs  lavifh  prefents 
upon  them;  in  vain  did  fhe  command  the  Koran  to 
be  pointed,  and  mofques  to  be  ercdled;  they  only 
faw  a  Chriftian  in  her,  and  at  the  bottom  of  their 
hearts  preferred  a  Muifulman  Prince.  The  mirzas 
then  afjembled,  and  elected  for  their  Khan  Szach- 
Par-Gherai,  who  very,  ihortly  faw  under  his  com- 
mand an  army-  of  40,000  men. 

V  The  news  of  the  war  was  received  at  Peterfburgh 
with  tradfports  of  joy.     The  Empreis  had  long  fore- 

•  feen  it,  and  waited  for  it  with  impatience.     All  her 

preparations  / 
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preparations  were  made.  She  had  alreiady  a  confidcr- 
able  number  of  troops  in  the  Kuban;  others^arched 
toward  the  Krimea.  Her  ^armies  covered  the  coaft 
from  Kami nietz  as  far  as  Balta.  Potemkin,  com- 
mander in  chief  qf'all  thefe  forces,  had  under  his  or- 
ders SouwarotF,  Repnin,  KamenlkoY,  KakofiSky,  and 
a  multitude  of  other  generals.  Mardchal  Romanzoffi 
who  did  not  choofe  to. contribute  to  the  glory  of  Po- 
temkin, excufed  himfelf  on  account  of  his  great  age, 
and  refufed  a  command  which  the  remains  of  a  forced 
refpedl  had  been  con  ft  rained  to  offer  him.  One  of 
his  fons  went  to  join  the  army. 

A  fleet  of  eight  fhips  of  the  line,  twelve  frigates, 
and  near  two  hundred  cheBecs  or  gun-rboats,  was 
armed  in  the  Black  Sea;  and  two  powerful  fqua- 
drons,  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Krufe  and 
Admiral  Greig,  were  to  leave  Cronftadt,  the  one  to 
cruize  in  the  Baltic,  tlie  other  to  repair  to  the  Me- 
diterranean. , 

The  alliance  of  Jofcph  II.  aflured  farther  to  the 
Emprefs  a  powerful  afliftancc.  This  Prince  defired 
not  lefs  than  ftie  did  to  go  to  war  with  the  Turks. 
Eighty  thoufand  Auftriana  marched  towards  Mol- 
davia. Every  thirig  feemed  to  announce  the  over-r 
throw  pf  the  Ottoman  empire. 

Catharine,  however,  dilguifing  both  her  fentiments 
and  her  injuftice,  publifhed  a  manifefto,  i«  which  fhe 
reproached  the  Turks  with  the  infra<Slion  of  treaties, 
which  (he  ^lon^  had  violated  ;  and  after  a  long  enu- 
meration of  the  pretended  crimes  of  the  Porte,  flie 
added :  • 

^*  That,  provoked  by  ^  condudl  ^q  offenfive,  (he 
"  was  very  relu6lantly  obliged  to  have  recourie  to 
'^  arms,  as  the  only  means  of  maintaining  thoie 
^^  rights  which  Ihe  had  acquired  at  the  price  of  fo 
^^  much  bloodihed,  and  to  avenge  her'di|^ity,  wounfd- 
.*•  ed  by  the  violence  exercifed  towante  her  miniftec 
*^  at  Conflantinqple :  that,  entirely  innocent  of  alt 
"  the  calamities  which  war  inevitably  gives  birth  to. 
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"  {he  bad  a ^  title  to  reckon,  not  only  upon  divine 
**  Providence,  and  upon  thef .  affiftance  of  her  allies, 
*•  but  likewifc  upon  the  good  wilhes  of  tlie  whole 
*'  Cbriftian  world,  for  the  fuccefs  of  a  caufe  fo  juft 
*^  as  thftt  which  the  was  obliged  to  defend. 

This  madifefto  was  very  foon  followed  by  a  fecbnd, 
whiqh  announced^  "  Th^  the  Porte*  had  exprefled 
"  the  arrogance' of  infifting  upon  a  categoricaj  ,re- 
*^  ply  to  its  abfurd  demands ;  and  that  the  Empreisf^ 
**  obliged  to  repel  the  aggreffion  of  the  enemy  of  the 
^'  Cbriftian  name,  armed  herfelf  with  confidence  iin- 
"  der  the  prote^ion  of  that  juft  God,  who  had  {q 
^^  long  and  fo  powerfully  protecfted  RuflSa/' 

In  fupport  of  thefe  writings,  by  which  Catharine 
tKiftjed  to  conjure  heaven  aiid  earth  againft  the  Ot- 
tomans, means  were  employed  better  adap^ted  to  the 
fuperftition  of  the  Ruffians:  the  prophecies  of  Jere- 
miah and  of  Nicon  were  publifbed  with  emphafis, 
which  predi6ted  the  approaching  ruin  of  Conftanti- 
B6p1e,  TThis  was  at  the  fame  time  an  indife<5l  method 
ofoppofing  a  kind  of  falfe  prophet,  named  the  Bey 
Manfour,  who,  by  aflTuring  them  that  an  ^ngel  appear* 
ed  to  him  in  the  midft  of  the  woods,  had  fucceeded 
in  aficmbling  an  army,  and  bad  ftirred  up  againft  the 
Ruffians  all  the  Tartars  of  the  Caucafus4 

The  Emprefs.  earaeftly  folicited  the  minifler  of 
France  to  engage  his  court  to  unite  with  her  for  the 
purpofe  of  diftftembering  the  Ottoman  empire.  As 
the  price  of  this  fervice,  (he.  offered  Ip  cede  to  France 
the  poileffion  of  Eg}^pt,  the  conqueft  of  which  ftie 
imagined  to  be  indubitable.  But  the.  minifter  was 
ikr  from  putting  any  confidence  in  that  bait.  He 
knew,  that  fuppofing  Turkey  to  have  beeri  divided^ 
Egypt  would  rooft  probably  have  been  lefs  fuitedto 
the  French  than  the  ifle  of  Candia  :  he  knew,  that 
j^lt'hough  it  was  of  advantage  for  France  to  have  a  . 
treaty  of  commerce  with  the  Ruflians,  (he  had  a  ftill 
greater  intereft  in  preventing  the  ruin,  of  the  Turks, 
wjKh  whom  fhe  carried  on  a  cocnmeice  more  cer« 
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tain,  more  JucrativCt  and  nearer  to  her:  he  knew, 
in  fine,  that  the  feeble  government  of  Conftantinc^le 
could  naver  threaten,  as  that  of  Peterfburgh  had 
done,  to  derange  the  equilibrium  of  Europe.  Be* 
iides,  Could  Catharine  reckon  upon  the  fubmiffion 
of  Egj'pt  ?  Her  conful-general  Thblus  h^d,  it  19 
true,  fcveral  correfpondcncies  there ;  he  had  gained 
over  the  Beys  Ibrahim  and  Mourat;  but  the  tempta-^ 
tioiis  he  threw  in  the  way  of  another  Bey,  named  If- 
mael,  had  not  the  fame  fuccefs.  Ifmae)  caufed  him 
to  be  arreted,  and  fcnt  hira  to  the  Pacha  of  Cairo> 
who  kept  him  prifoner. 

In  inviting  Chriftian  Princes  to  take  up  arms  againft 
the  Turks,  Catharine  afluredly  did  not  imagine  that 
they  would  lecond  all  fier  ambitious  projeds,  or  that 
they  would  even  remain  tranquil  fpe(5tators  ,of  her 
triumphs.  She  was  not  ignorant  that  England  en- 
couraged the  Porte  to  fight,  and  furniflied  her  witfi 
afliftance,  and  that  Prulfia  did  not  fubmit  very  pa- 
tiently to  the  aggrandizement  either  of  Ruflia  or  of 
Auftrigi  But  what  the  Emprefs  did  not  fbrcfee  was 
the  ftep  which  Guftavus  took,  to  declare  all  at  once 
war  againft  her.  x 

From  the  time  that  Oftermann  quitted  Stock- 
holm, his  fucceflbrs  bad  faithfully  imitated  his  con- 
du6l ;  but  not  one  of  them  had  aiftinguifhed  himfelf 
by  lb  great  9  degree  of  audacity  as  Andrew  Razo- 
fnouffsky,  ^Zealous  to  regain  the  favour  of  his  fove-- 
reign,  this  miniftcr  laboured  ineefiantly  to  fow  divi- 
fion  annong  the  t8\yedffh  nobles,  of  whom  th^  princi- 
pal part  were  diflatisficd  with  their  King,  and  had 
but  too  great  an  inclination  to  liften  to  the  perfidious 
cdunfels  of  Ruflia. 

Guftavus  fubmitted  to  thefe  manoeuvres  itnpa-  ' 
tiently ;  hcjikewife  behejd  with  indignatiotv  the  court 
of  Ruflia  receiving  with  honour  General  Sprengpor- 
ten,  who,  after  haying  aiJifted  him  in  re-aflifrriing 
authority  over  the  fenate  of  Stockholm,  thinking  Wm- 
felf  not  fufficicntly   rc^^oinpenfed,  bad'  quitted  his 
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country,  to  pafs  into  the  fervice  of  the  Ruffians,  and 
did  his  endeavour  to  excite  revolt  in  Swedifh  Fin- 
land. 

^  Guftavus  refolved  to  take  vengeanct:.  Before  the 
Turks'had  declared  .war  again  ft  Rufiia,  Htideftam,  his 
minifter  at  Copflantinople,  had  already  received  or- 
ders to  conclude  a  treaty  of  alliance  ofFenfive  with 
them.  The  Turks  recblledled  with  rcfpe6l  t|ie  vic- 
tories of  Charley  XII.  They  thought  that  a  King  of 
Sweden  might  make  a  powerful  diverfion  in  their  fa- 
vour. ,  They  promifed  to  Guftjjvus  confiderable  fub- 
fidies,  a  part  of  which  were  paid  down  immediately. 
Befides,  rruflia  lent  him  money,  and  England  pro- 
mifed him  the  affiftance  of  a  fquadron.  This  Prince 
immediately  made  preparations  for  taking  up  arms. 

A.  D.  1788.  A  witnefs  of  the  preparations  which 
were  carrying  on  at  Stockholm,  Andrew  Razoumoff- 
flcy  haughtily  demanded  the  reafon  of  them.  Gufta- 
vus  replied  to  him  with  ftill  greater  haughtinefs,  that 
he  did  not  conceive  himfelf  under  the  ne9efrity  of  ac- 
,  counting  for  his  actions  to  a'ny  foreign  power.  It  was 
at  that  time  a  fufficiently  firarige  fpcdacle,  an  am- 
baHador  difputingin  the  capital  of  Sweden  the  rights 
of  the  Swedifti  monarch,  and  prefuming  to  fet  bounds 
to  his  power.  Guftayus,  in  juft  indignation^  fent  or-, 
ders  to  RazoumofFsky  to  quit  Stockholm.  But  the 
Ruffian  found  means,  under  divers  pretexts,  to  de- 
fer his  departure  for  a  confiderable  time. 

NotWithftanding  this,  the  preparations  for  war 
were  carried  on  with  ardour.  The  fleet  armed  at 
Carlfcrona ;  the  troops  which  were  to  be  embarked, 
rendezvoufed  around  the  capital ;  others  marched 
into  Finland.  A  report  was  artfully  fpread,  that  it 
was  necefl&ry  to  (land  upon  the  defenfive,  becaufe 
the  court  of  Peterfburgh  had  menaced  an  attack  upon 
Sweden,  if  Guftavus  did  not  furnifh  her  y ith  affift- 
,ance  againil  the  Turks.  The  Swedifh  foldiers  burnt 
with  the  defire  of  coming  to  a6iion  with  a  nation 
which  their  anceilors  had  fo  frequently  conquered. 

At* 


/ 


17^8.]"^  '   EMPHESS  OF  RUSSIA.  -  50$  . 

At  laft,  they  were  embarked,  and  the  fleet  which » 
conveyed  them  arrived  in  Finland,  where  Guflavus 
had  preceded  it. 

Scarcely  had  the  army  reached  the  frontiers,  when 
a  fmali  detachment  of  Ruffian  chafleurs  made  as 
tliough  they  would  diflodge  fome  Swedes  who  guard- 
ed a  bridge.  There  were  even  feveral  guns  fired  on ' 
both  fides,  which  Guflavus  did  not  fail  to  taKe  as  a 
declaration  of  war.  His  orders  were  already  giyen,  • . 
and  his  fquadron  took  pofleffion  of  two  Ruffian  fri- 
gates, cruifing  above  Sweaburgh,  to  exercife  the  ca- 
dets of  the  marine  of  Peterfburgh. 

Guflavus  refolved  to  march  againft  Friderikfli'am. 
But  as  they  had  not  yet  been  able  to  difembark  the 
heavy  artillery  which  the  fquadron  of  Carlfc/ona^ car- 
ried, heibrmed  the  dpfign  of  attacking  that  city  on 
two  different  fides,  and  to  take  it  by  ftorm. 

The  confternation  at  Peterlburgh  was  univerial.  * 
All  the  Ruffian  armies  had  marched  againft  the  Turks. 
At  firft,  the  Emprefs  could  only  fend  a  few  invalid 
foldiers  and  fome  detachments  of  her  guards  to  the 
fuccour  of  Friderikfliam.  It  was  not  doubted  that 
Guflavus  would  takepofl^effion  of  that  city,  and  like- 
wife  come  to  lay  fiege  tp  the  capital.  Catharine  was 
very  much  alai*med,  but  (he  uniformly  preferved  the. 
appearance  of  the  utmoft  tranquillity^  The  French 
am baflJador  entering  the  palace  at  that  time,  (healked 
him  >yhat  news  there  was?  ^*That  you  intend  taking 
"  your  departure  for  Mofcow,  Madam,"  faid  he  to 
her.  *^  You  did  not  give  any  credit  to  this  report  ?'* 
replied  (he  immediately.  *^  I  have  ordered  a  great 
"  number  of  poft-  horfes  ;  but  it  is  to  convey  troops 
**  and  artillery.'* 

She  in  cffedl  aflcmbled  fome  troops  whiqh  were 
fcattered  through  the  garrifons  neareft  at  hand,  and 
made  them  march  into  Finland,  to  join  the  detach- 
ments already  there.  The  command  of  this  incom- 
plete arniy  was  confided.to  Moufchin-Pouikin,  an  in- 
^perieDced  general^  whofe  reputation  was  but  little 
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cftlcalated  to  quell  the  appreheniions  of  the  infaabt* 
tants  of  Rjteribargh. 

A  (hort  time  afterwards  (he  wrote  to  the  Prince  de 
Ligne,  who,  out  of  flattery  to  this  Princefs,  had  given 
ber  the  name  of  vnberturbahhj  and  who  was  at  that 
period  along  with  Poternkin. — ^*  It  is  in  the  midft  of 
**'thc  noife  of  cannon  which  caufes  the  windows  of 

my  habitation  to  ihake,  that  your  unperturbable 

*^  writes  to  you/*    She  at  the  fame  time  difpatched 

,  to  Potemkin  a  plan  of  the  difpofitions  which  (he 

bad  made  againft  the  King  of  Sweden,  and  put  at 

the  bottom,  "  Have  I  done  well,  my  mafter  ?'* 

The  Grand-duke  had  earneftly  foUcited  the  con- 
fent  of  his  mother  to  go  and  fight  againft  the  Turks: 
but  the  Emprefs,  apprehending  that  thfs  refolution 
might  conceal  fome  dangerous  defign,  bad  found 
means  artfoljy  to  elude  it.  Takipg  advantage  of  a 
declaration  of  the  Grand-dutcbefs,  who,  althougb 
pregnant,  had  refolved  to  follow  her  hufband,  ftc 
informed  the  Prince,  that  the  defire  which  be  mant- 
feftfed  to  go  into  the  field  was  fufliicieht  to  demon- 
lira  te  his  courage  and  intrepidity,  and  that  the  duties 
of  a  fon,  a  hufband  and  a  father,  obliged  him  to 
defer  his  departure  till  the  Grand-dutchefs  was  de- 
livered. 

,  All  the  preparations  of  the  Grand-duke  were  made; 
The  pretended  tendernefs  of  bis  mother  could  not 
'alter  bis  delermination.  He  itififted  again  that  (be 
fbould  give  him'  permiffion  to  depart,  and  the  letter 
he  wrote  to  her  concluded  thus : — **  The  intention 
^^  which  I  have  exprei?ed  of  going  to  fight  the  Otto- 
"  mans  is  well  known  :  what  will  Europe  fay  when  it 
**  is  feet)  that  I  do  not  put  it  in  execution  ?"  Catha- 
rine's only  reply  was  the  following  words  :— "  Europe 
<*  will  fay  that  the  Grand-duke  of  Ruflia  is  a  refped- 
^^fulfon." 

However,  when  the  army  of  Finland  was  aflem- 
l>ledj  the  Einprefe  allowed  the  Grand-duke  to. repair 
tlMll^er^  but  witbe4it  giving  b^t)  any  e«»t);n&mi.   Tb< 
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heir  of  the  empire,  beholding  bknfelf  in  that  army, 
deprived  of  all  authority  and  furrounded  with  fpies, 
could  not  remain  long  there.  He  returned  to  Peterf- 
burgh,  and  fell  ill  with  vexation  :  his  mother  did  not 
appear  in  the  lea<l  degree  aiFe<Scd  by  it. 

That  Princefs  haftened  to  publiih  a  declaration,  in 
which,  complaining  of  the  condu^  of  the  King  of 
Sweden,  and  of  the  neceffity  which  {he  found  herielf  ^ 
under  of  taking  up  arms  agairiil  him,  fhe  artfully  con- 
cealed the  feebleriefs  of  her  troops  in  Finland,  and 
faid,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  garrifons  had  been  te^ 
iflforced  from  precaution,  a  long  time  before  the  ag* 
greffion  of  the  Swedes. 

She  at  the  fame  time  gave  orders  to  the  Baron  do 
Nolken,  minifter  of  Sweden,  to  quit  Ruffia. 

The  Swedifh  fleet,  confiding  of  fixteen  ibips  of  the 
line,  five  heavy  frigates,  and  feveral  corvettes,  pn>^ 
ceeded  up  as  far  as  Cronfiadt,  and  inceiSintly  bid  do* 
fiance  to  the  RulHan  Iquadron.  This  fquadron  was 
at  firfl  deftined  to  go  to  the  Mediterranean.  The 
armament  of  the  Swedes  was  tbe  caufe  of  the  change 
of  its-tiefiination  :  and  undoubtedly  Guftavus  III.  was 
guilty  of  a  great  error,  for  if  h^  had  not  commenced 
hoftilities  till  after  the  departure  of  that  fqa.adron,'be 
would  have  remained  mafter  of  the  Baltic,  and  had 
41  confiderable  advantage  over  Catttarine.  Admiral 
Greig  had  received  orders  to  fet  fai.l,  but  a  lingular 
incident  prevented  his  compliance. 

The  Emprefs  had  gifen  the  command  >Df  a  vel&l 
to  the  pirate  Paul  Jones,  who  had  diftinguiihcd  him- 
felf  by  his  intrepidity  in  the  American  war.  The 
Engliili  officers  employed  in  the  Ruffian  fleet  had 
not  been  previoully  in^fofmed  of  this;  and  whether 
it  was  that  feme  agent  of  their  nation  fecrctly  in- 
cited them,  or  that  thtjy  were  really  offended  at  ferv- 
ing  with  a  man  whom  they-  regarded  aS  a  traitor, 
they  repaired'to  the  prefidcnt  of  the  Board  of  Admi* 
ralty,  and  decltired  that  they  cottld^not  remain  in  a 
fquadion  to  wbiob  Paul  Joaf^es  belonged. :  Tbe  Em^ 
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pr^^  infi^rrncd  of  this  meafure,  and  perceiving  that  ^ 

feven  out  of  eight  of  her  ihips  ran  the  rifk  of  being  \ 

totally  deprived  of  officers,  conceale4  her  vexation,  - 
and  virithdrcw  Paul  Jones  froni  ferving  in  the  fleet.  * 
That  fhe  might  not  appear  to  yield  to  circumftances, 
flie  refolved  to  give  him  an  employment  in  the  Black 
Sea,  and  ordered  him  to  go  and  join  Potemkin.  Paul 
Jones. departed  immediately,  diflinguillied  himfelf  at 
the  battle  of  Liraan^  and  was  rewarded  for  it  with 
the  ribbon  of  Saint  Anne.  But,  having  accufed  the  • 
Prince  of  Naflau  Siegea  of  not  underftanding  how  to 
profit  by  his  advantages,  he  involved  himlelf  in  a 
quarrel  with  that  admiral,  and  returned  to  Peterf- 
burgh;  where,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  means  were 
found  to  get  rid  of  him.  A  young  girl  wa.^  fcnt  into 
the  inn  in  which  this  failor  was  lodged,  who,  in  offer- 
ing him  fome  trifles  .for  falq,  caft  a  few  tender  glances 
upon  him.  He. thought  himfelf  in  duty  bound  to,  reply 
to  them.  The  girl  fcreamcd  out.  The  officers  of  the 
police,  who  were  juft  at  hand,  entered,  and  Paul 
Jones  was  obliged  to  quit  Ruffia. 

The  Ruflian  fleet,  under  the  command  of  Admi-. 
ral  Greig,  fet  fail,  and  the  naval  battle  of  Hogland 
tPPk  place  fhortly  aft^r. 

.  Althoujgh  among  the  Ruflian  veflfels  there  were  , 
only  eight  which  fought  valiantly,  victory  remained 
vitb  them.  Th?y  loft  a  veflel  of  feven  ty-four  guns; 
.  but  they  captured  one  of  the  fame  force,  command- 
ed by  the  brave  Vice-admH»I  Wachtmeifter,  and 
they  burnt  one  of  fixty-fbur,  under  the  command  of 
.  Captain  Chriftierning,  an  bflScer  .of  confiderable  me-^ 
rit.-  The  Swedes  took  refpge  in  Sweaburg,  where 
the  Ruflians  kept  them  blocked  up  .during  the  reft  of 
the  campaign. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  fome  of  the  Swedifh  vef- 
fels  did  not  do  their  duty ;  but  their  commanders 
were  not  puniftied  in  the  fame  manner  with  the  Ruf- 
fian'officerjs.  who  had  been  deficient  in  courage.  Ad- 
miral .Greig  caufed  to  be .  arretted  and  carried  into 
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Cronftadt  Captains  Kotouzofif,  Walderoun  and  Ba- 
ranofF,  and  a  CQuncil  of  war  condemcd  thetwo  firft 
to  fuffer  death,  and  the^hird  to  fervc  as  a  commou 
failor  for  the  reft  of  his  life. 

Guftavus  upon  this  propofed  to  the  Emprefs  an 
accominodation,  on  conditions  calculated  to  wound 
the  pride  of  that  Princefs.  He  demanded  that  An- 
drew, Razou  mo  jSFsky  (hould  be  punidied  in  lan  exem- 
plary manner,  for  the  intrigues  and  the  machinations 
which  he  had  been  guil.ty  of  carrying  on  at  Stock- 
holm:  that  the  portion  of  Finland  and,  of  Karelia, 
ceded  to  Ruffia  by  the  treaties  of  Neuftadt  and  Abo, 
fhould  be  rcftored  to  Sweden  :  that  the  court  of  I'e- 
terfburgh  ihould  make  peace  with  the  PortCj  under 
the  mediation  of  Sweden,  which  (hould  propofe  to. 
re-eftablifh  the  independancc  of  the  Krimea,  con* 
formable  to  the  treaty  of  Kainardgi,  and,  in  cafe  of 
a  refufal,  fix  the  limits  fuch  as  they  were  in  1768. 
He  IJkevvife  iniifted  that  Ruflia  (hould  lay  down 
arras  immediately,  and  confent  that  Sweden  (hould 
remain  armed  till  after  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty. 

*^  What,  language!"  cried  Catharine,  upon  hear- 
ing this.  *'  If  the  King  of  Sweden  were  already  at 
"  Mofcow,  I  (hould  know  how  to  teach  him  what  a 
*^  woman  like  me  is  capable  of,  upon  the  ruins  of  a 
^^  vaft  empire/* 

Inftead  of  replying  to  the  propofitions  of  Guftavus, 
that  Princpfs  recalled  General  Mikhelfon,  who  was. 
fighting  againft  the  Turks,  gave  him  the  command 
of  her  army  in  Finland,  and  reinforced  that  army  with 
iO,000  men. 

The  firft  attempts  of  Mikhelfon  were  not  crowned 
with  fuccefs.  He  wi(hed  to  diflodgc  a  corps  of  Swedes 
advantageoufly  pofted  in  Sawolax,  and  thought  that 
for  thispurpofe  he  (hould  attack  them  in  front,  whilft 
the  deferter  Sprengportcn  advifed  him  to  turn  them, 
Mikhelfon,  liftening^with  impatience  to  the  advice  of 
Sprcngportejn,  faid  to  him  brutallyi  "  Are  you  afraid  ?'? 

Sprcng- 
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Sprengportcn  preserved  the  utmoft  coolnefs,  and  re-^ 
plied  only  by  Ihefe  words,  "  Let  us  march/' 
•  The  Swedes  permitted  the  Ruffians  to  approach 
them,  and  when  they  were  within  reach  of  their  ar- 
tillery,^  they  difcharged  a  volley  of  cafe  fhot,  which 
killed  500  of  them  :  the  reft  retreated  in  diforden 
Mikhelfon  upon  this  perceiving  his  error,  profited  by 
the  counsel  of  Sprengporten,  and  took  polleffion  of 
the  Swedifh  poft. 

Sprengporten,  dangeroufly  \younded  in  the  firft 
attack,  remained  maimed  for  tl>e  reft  of  his  life.  But 
of  what  confequence  was  the  fate  of  a  traitor  ?  What 
ihould  not  be  forgotten  is  the  magnanimous  gondudl 
of  bis  fon,  who,  uniting  to  filial  love  the  no  lefs  facred 
love  of  his  country,  followed  his  father  into  the  midft 
of  battle,  but  would  not  draw  his  fword  againft  Swe^ 
den.         .     ^ 

^  But  the  Emprcfs  reckoned  upon  the  defection  of 
other  officers  of  Guftayus,  and  they  very  foon  proved 
that  (he  did  not  deceive  herfclf. 

,The  Swedifti  monarcli  was  already  in  the  ileigh- 
bourhood  of  Friderikfham.  He  had  caufcd  a  part  of 
bis  troops  to  embark  in  galleys,  giving  orders  to  Ge- 
neral Siegoroth  who  commanded  them,  to  go  and 
land  on  the  other  fide  of  the  city,,  to  commence  the 
attack  as  foon  as  the  troops  (hoiild  be  landed,  and  to 
fire  a  cannon,  which  (bould  ferve  as  a  fignal  for  a6l- 
i  ing  on  two  fides  at  once. 

Siegoroth  was  kept  back  by  coiitrary  winds,  and 
bad  great  difficulty  in  landing.  Notvvithftanding  this 
he  madfe  his  point  good,  and  gave  the  fignal  agreed 
upon.  Immediately  Giiftavus  made  an  attempt  to 
advance  bis  troops.  But,  although  it  was  well  known 
that  the  ibrtrcfs  was  half  difmantlcd  and  deficient  in 
artillery,  fomc  of  bis  principal  officers,  at  the  head  of 
whom  was. Colonel  Helicko,  reprcfcnted  W  him.  that 
it  was  very  difficult  to  make  the  attack  on  the  fide  on 
<»bicb  he  was ;.  that  their  duty  did  not  p€i*4nit  them 
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to  allow  him  to  expofe  himfelf  to  an  inevitable  dan-. 
ger,  and  that. he  fhould  likewife  fet  fome  value  on, the 
lives  of  his  faithful  fubje6ls. 

It  was  not*  undoubtedly  in  this  manner  that  the 
conquerors  of  Narva  fpoke  ;  but  Guftavus  III.  bore 
not  the  lead  refenr)blance  to  Charles  XI I.  Nottvith- 
Handing,  afionifh^d  at  the  language  of  his  officers, 
he  replied,  that  he  would  be  obeyed.  Upon  this  fe* 
veral  of  them  joined  together,  and  declared  that  they 
could  not  undertake  an  offenlive  war  without  the 
confent  of  the  nation ;  that  they  would  fhed  their 
blood  in  defenqe  of  their  country,  but  that  they  could 
never  refolve  to  make  an  attack  upon  a  neighbour 
who  had  given  them  no  provocation. 

In  dcfpair  at  this  refiftance,  the  King,  add  roiled 
himfelf  to  the  foldiers.  Immediately  the  j^egimcnt 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Herteko  laid  down  ^ 
their  arms,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  army  followed 
their  example.  Guftavus  ordered  Lieutetiant-aolonei 
Rofenftein  to  go  and  defire  General  Siegoroth  to 
caufe  his  troops  to  re-embark,  and  withdrew  to  Ki- 
menegorod.  The  next  day  he  made  all  the  officers 
embark  who  had  rcfufcd  to  march,  and  fent  them  to 
Stockholm,  where  they  were  received  with  all  the 
marks  of  the  difapprobation  of  the  public,  and  were 
immediately  put  under  arreft. 

This  was  not  fufficient.  It  was  before  Friderik- " 
(ham  that  he  ought  to  have  made  an  example  of  the 
offenders.  But  Guftavus  was  deficient  in  refolution^ 
If  he  had  inftantly  punifhed  the  perfidious  •Hcficko,, 
and  at  the  fame  time  commaruled  his  foldiers  to 
march,  in  a  few  days  afterwards  he  might  have  en- 
.tcrcd  as  a  conqueror  into  Peterfburgh. 

It  was  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  nobles;  who  long- 
ed to  reftpre  thq  ancient  form  of  government,  flK)uid 
have  a  defire' to  profit  by  this  occafion  to  re-eftablifti 
.it,  and  Ihould  therefore  a(5t  in  concert  with   Ruflia. 
But  fe veral  otb(;:r  officers,  whom  tljf^y  had  the  ad- 
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drefs  to  gain,  were'  not  in  the  fecret;  the  foldiers^ 
above  all,  could  not  poflibly  be  fo. 

The  defection  of  the  Slwedes  was  of  more  value  to 
Catharine  than  one  vi6lory.  •  Not  content  with  this 
advantage/  that  Princefs  claimed,  conformably  to 
treaties,  the  affiftance  which  Denmark  owed  her 
jtgainil  Sweden.  Although  wifely  the  enemy  of  war, 
the  court  of  Copenhagen  fliewed  herfelf  faithful  to 
her  engagements.  She  imrnediatply  ordered  a  fqua- 
clron  to  arm  ;  and  the  Prince  Koyal,  accompanred  by 
Prince-  Charles  of  HcfTe,  embarked  for  the  purpofe  of 
g(ying  to  Norway,  and  placing  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
his  troops; 

The  Norwegians,  a  fimple  and  generous  nation, 
who  preferve  in  the  midft  of  their  rocks  the  [Purity  of 
ancient  manners,  and  the  valour  which  rendered 
therri  fo  celebrated  lender  Margaret  of  Waldemar  ; 
the  Norwegians,  whafe  majcftic  ftature,  flaxen  hair, 
and  reverend  beard,  recal  the  memory  of  their  an- 
ceftors,  of  thofe  heroes  who  have  fo  frequently  con-' 
cjuered  England,  and  merited  the  honour  of  being- 
fung  in  the  {trains'  oLOffian  ;  the  Norwegians-  did 
riot  hear  in  vain  the  fignal.  for  battle.  At  the  voice 
of  the  Prince  of  Denmark,  they  croflcd  that  paflage 
which  the  death  of  Charles  XII.  dyed  with  blood, 
enterc^d  into  the  wefiern  provinces  of  Sweden,  ol)ligcd 
n  part  of  the  regiment  of  Weflrogothia  at  Oiii(trum 
1o  capitulate,  took  pofleifiou  of  Oudevvalla  and  of  all 
the  other  places  which  came  in  their  way,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  lay  ficgc  to  Gottenburgh. 

Gottenburgh  is,  next  to  Stockholm,  the  moft  con- 
.  fiderable  city  of  Sweden  :  the  lofs  of  it  would  have 
been  almoft  irreparable'  to  Guflavus.  iThis  Prince 
was  already  returned  to  his  capital,  when  he  learnt 
that  fiege  w^as  laying  to  Gottenburgh.  He  imme- 
diately feht  the  regiment  of  Yemland  and  his  own 
guards  to  reinforce  the  garrifon  oF  that  place,  and  he 
himfelf  repaired  to  Dalecarlia-.     There  he  aflembled 
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the  peafants,  brought  to  their  recolledion  what  they 
had  done  for  Guftavus  Vafa,  and  conjured  them  to 
march  with  him  for  the  defence  of  their  country. 

Three  thoufand  Dalecarlians  haftened  to .  follow 
him.  The  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  provinces 
imitated  them,  .arid  Guftavus  very  foon  faw  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  a  numerous  army  :  but,  fearing  that  Got- 
tcnburgh  might  have  furrendered  before  thfe  fuccour 
arrived,  he  departed  with  one  of  his  aids-de-catnp  and 
a  domeftic,  difguifcd  himfelf  that  he  might  not  be  re- 
cognized by  the  enemy,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  the 
gates  of  the  city.  He  had  at  firfl:  fonie  difficulty  to 
obtain  entrance.  The  foldiers  would  not  be  perfuaded 
that  it  was  iheir  King.  But  at  laft  the  gates  were 
opened  to  him. 

Notwithftanding  his  prefence,  notwitbftanding  the 
army  which  followed  him,  Gotteqburgh  feemjed  to 
•be  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  falling.  An  unexpedled 
interpofition  was  the  means  of  faving  it. 

Sir  Gilbert .  Elliot,  minifter  of  England  in  Den- 
mark, no  fooner  learnt  that  Gottcnburgh  was- threat- 
ened, than  he  quitted  Copenhagen,  rapidly  pafled 
through  Sweden,  and  repaired  to  the  camp  of  the 
Danift  Prince.  Ho  cliarged  this  Prince  to  raife  the 
liege  of  Gottenburgh,  and  declared,  that  if  he  did  not 
without  delay  evacuate  the  Swedifh  territory,  Eng- 
land would  order  all  the  Dariifh  veirds  .which  were  in 
her  ports  to  be  feized,  and  would  fend  afquadron  to 
bombard  the  caftle  of  Kronenburgh. 

The  Prince  of  Denmark,  reftrained  by  thefe  met- 
jiaceSjWas  already  making  preparations  to  withdraw, 
whien  the  Pruffian  minifter  arrived  to  fecond  that  of 
England.  The  truce  was  fpeedily  concluded,  and 
the  army  of  the  Danifh  Prince  peaceably  returned  to* 
Norway.  Undoubtedly  it  was  to  the  boldnefs  and 
a<3ivity  of  Elliot  that  Guftavus  owed  the  prefetVa- 
tion  of  Gottenburgh.  The  threats  which  thCs  mi- 
nifter uttered  had  not  been  preforibed  to'him,  bat 

they 
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tbey  had  the  de^reii  efFedl :  bis  court  did  not  &il  to 
^prove  orthetn. 

Meanwhile  the  Ruffian  armies  which  fought  agaiiift 
the  Turks  and  the  I'artars,  frequently  carried  away 
the  advantage.  The  iirft  engagement  took  place  near 
OczakofiT)  and  became'  fatal  to  the  Ottomans. 

The  Pacha  of  QczakofF  put  6000  men  on  board  of 
boats,  who,  with  the  defign  of  furprifing  the  fortreis 
of  Killburn,  landed  on  the  little  promontory  which  10 
in  front.     Unfortunately  for  the  Turks,  general  Soii^ 
warofFwas  in  the  fortreft.     He  permitted  them  t^: 
dtiembark  without  oppoiition^  and  even  encouraged - 
them,  by  fending  out  (bme  aukward  markfmen,  with 
orders  to  retire  inl  mediately^  as  if  tiiey  had  been 
frightened.    The  Turks  fell  into  the  fnare :  wbilft 
their  boats  returned  to  OczakofF  for  a  reinforcement^, 
Souwaroiff  marched  out  at  the  head  of  two  battalions^ 
with  bayonets  fixed,  and  all  the  Turks  who  were 
upon  the  beach  were  either  mafiacred  or  drowned* 
SouwarofF  received  upon  this  occafion  a:  dangerous 
wound  in  the  neck.   • 

Rear-admiral  Wdinowitcb,  who  commanded,  in  the 
Black  Sea,  three  {hips  of  the  line  and  eight  frigates, 
rcfufed  to  come  to  action  with  the  Turkiftv  fleet, 
five  times  ftronger  than  his  own;  and,  notwith- 
ilanding  the  entreaties  of  the  Englilh  officer  Priefi- 
man,  who  ferved  under  him,  and  who  eagerly  longed 
to  engage,  be  retired  under  the  cannon  of  Sewaflo- 
pol.  'That  "timid  prudence  occafioned  his  diigrace. 
rotemkiti  difmitled  him  with  ignominy. 

The  Ruffian  fquadron  then  was  put  under  the 
command  of  OufchakofF,  and  appeared  to  be  more 
worthily  managed.  It  fell  in  with  that  of  the  Ca-r 
pitan-Pacba,  fixteen  fhips  of  the  line  firong,  and 
obliged  them  to  take  to  flight. 

A  (hort  time  afterwards,  the  Prince  of  Nailau-.- 
Sie^n,  who  comnaanded  the  fleet  o(  gun-boats  of 
Nicolaeff*,  likewife  attacked  the  Turkilh  fquadron, 
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which  ha4  entered  into  the  Ltman,  burnt  three  of 
their  vcflels,  and  took  feveral  others.  Naflau  difplayed 
confiderable  valour  in  that  a<Slion ;  but  he  w&s  in- 
debted, principally,  for  his  vi6lory,  to  the  courage  and 
to  the  talents  of  two  French  ofRcers,  Varage  and  Ver- 
bois,  of  the  EngliftHnan  Fanfha^v,  and  of  the  Dutch- 
man Winter ;  he  owed  it,  above  all,  to  a  confiderable 
battery  which  General  SouwarofF  had  opened  upon ' 
the  point  of  Kilburn^  and  which  obliged  theTurkifti 
fquadron  to  run  aground  under  this  cannou  of  Oc^a- 
koff.  ^ 

Upon  this  occafion  a  proof  was  given  of  that  cou-* 
rage  which  national  pride  can  infpire,  even,  iu-flaves. 
When  the  veflel  of  the  Capitan-Pacha  took  fire,  a 
Turkifh  failor  ran  through  the  flames  to  fave  the  ad- 
mirars  flag,  and  whilft  be  was  loofening  it,  a  Ruflian, 
not  lefs  intrepid,'  darted  into  one  of  the  fhip's  boats, 
fprung  up  the  fide  of  the  veflel  on  the  point  of  blow*- 
^"g  ^Px  bpr^  aWay  the  flag,  and  took  the  Turk  pri-^ 
foner* 

The  generals  Talizyn  and  Tekely  defeated  the 
Tartars  of  tb^  Kuban  in  feveral  rencounters.  Tamara 
had  already  rendered  himfelf  mailer  of  Georgia,  and 
vv^s  prefling  on  the  Lcfghis; 

Puring  this  period  the  BufiSan  government  wa$ 
making  immenfe  preparations  for  the  reinforcement  of 
the  armies.  The  war  department  was  entirely  diredt- 
ed  by  Potemkin,  or  rathor  the  whole  empire  was  fub* 
fervicnt  to  his  orders ;  of  confeqoence  nothing  which 
could  enfure  the  fuccefs  of'tbis  magnificent  favourite 
was  fparcd.  » 

Some  Ruflians,  who  profefled  an  attachment  to 
their  country,  but  who  were  moft  probably  only  dif- 
fatisfied  with,  and  jealous  of,  Potemkin,  entertained 
at  that  time  the  mofl:  difma}  apprehenfions  refpedling 
the  unlimited  power  with  Which  he  was  invefted. 
3ihey  thought,  that  in  the  diftribution  of  the  king^ 
doms  and  the  principalities  which  he  was  going  tocon- 
quer,  he  would  take  good  care  not  to  forget  himfcU", 
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Time  did  not  juftify  the^r  opinion  :  but  it  Avas  never- 
thelefs  well  founded ;  for  Potemkin,  in  efFe<il,  con- 
ceived the  tranlient  defign  of  forming  a  monarchy  of 
all  th^  countries  of  the  Wallachians  and  Moldavians, 
and  of  caufing  himfelf  to  be  declared  their  chief. 

The*  Ruffian  army,  which  occupied  the  banks  of 
the  Bogh,  upon  the  confines  of  Poland,  of  Turkey, 
and  of  Little  Tartary,  was  compofed  of  150,000 
men,  and  had  a  formidable  artillery.  Another  army, 
under  tbexommand  of  General  Soltikoff,  was  d^f- 
tined  to  fupport,  on  the  fide  of  Moldavia,  the  Auf^ 
trihns,  commanded  by  the  Prince  of  Saxe-Cobpurg. 

However,  the  theatre  of  war  prefented  at  that  time 
the  moft  horrible  fpecftacle.  Famine,  the  plague, 
and  carnage,  had  already  laid  wafte  the  territory  of 
the  Tartars,  and  the  frontiers  of  Ruffia,  and  of  the 
Ottoman  empire;  and,  with  the  ext^cption  of  fo- 
rage, all  that  was  neceflary  for  the  fubfiftence  of 
the  armies  was  obliged  to  be  tranfported  from  a  great 
diftance. 

A  corps  of  Ruffians,  joined  to  a  part  of  the  army 
of  Cobourg,  took  poffijffion  of  Khoczim;  Repnin, 
SoltikofF,  Souwaroff,  Kamenlkoi,  frequently- beat  the 
Turks,  who  avenged  tbemfelves  upon  the  Auftrians. 
-  Potemkin  had  been  for  fome  tin^  laying  fiege  to 
OczakofF.  Tremendous  fortifications,  an  abundant 
fupply  of  ammunition,  a  numerous  garri (on,  and  the. 
rigour  of  the  feafon,  fhou^d,  according  to  appear- 
ance, have  rendered  that  place  impregnable.  The 
befiegers  fufFered  fo  much  from  the  cold  that  they 
had  been  obliged  to  dig  fubteirahean  huts  for  tbem- 
felves ;  they  were  firaitened  fifr  provifions,  and  every 
night  a  confiderable  number  of  them  perifhed.  But 
the  feverc* weather,  which  they  fupported  with  fo 
much  difficulty,  affifted  them  to  take  the  city.  It 
was  remarked,  that  an  attack  might  be  made  on  thQ 
fide  pf  the  Liman,  where  it  was  lefs  carefully  forti- 
fied, aqd  where  the  ice  had  rendered  accefs  eaiy. 
All  at  once  Potemkin  gave  prders  for  the  aflault; 

and 
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and,  whilft  he  remained  in  his  camp  with  his  mif- 
trefles,  his  lieutenants,  at  the  head  of  a  party  of 
troops,  penetrated  into  the  city,  and  fpread  carnage^ 
around.  It  pnuft  not,  however,  be  imagined  that  Po- 
temkin  was  backward  through  fear:  he  had  been  feen, 
for  feveral  days  before,  walking  about  with  the  utmoft 
coolnefs,  clofe  under  the  cannon  of  the  ramparts,  be- 
caufe  he  learnt  that  fome  had  the  prefumption  to 
fufpe<ft  his  courage.  He  abfented  himfelf  from  the 
aflault  upon  OczakofF  only  becaufe  he  thought  he 
fhould  not  have  it  iii  his  power  to  diftinguifh  hinj- 
felf  there-in  an  extraordinary  manner. 

The  Prince  of  Anbalt-Bernburgh  in  no  refpe<5t 
imitated  the  example  of  Potemkin.  He  entered  iirft 
into  the  city  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers  and  rangenu 
A  well-difputed  battle  was  fought  both  on  the  ram- 
parts and  in  the  ftreets.  The  Turkifli  foldiers  de- 
fended themfelves  with  an  obftinate  valour,  and  al- 
moft  all  periibed  with  their  arms  in  their  hands.  The 
reft  of  them  were  put  to  the  fword,  and  a  confiderable' 
number  of  the  inhabitants  (bared  the  fame  fate. 

The  Ruffians  gav^e  up  tfiecity  to  pillage.  They 
entered  into  every  houfe,  put  the  mafters  of  them  ^to 
death,  took  away  the  moft  valuable  efFeds,  and  aban- 
doned themfelves  to  all  the  fury  of  plunder  and  de- 
bauchery. For  three  days  fucceffively  Potemkin  al- 
lowed this  bloody  execution  to  be  carried  on.  It  de- 
prived of  life  more  than  25',000  Turks.  The  fiege 
of  OczakofF  coft  the  Ruffians  more  than  20,000 
men,  of  whom  nearly  4000  perifhed  in  making  «the 
aflault. 

A.  n.  ly^SQ.  Thefe  victories  were' nearly  as  fatal 
t'a  the  conquerors  as  to  the  conquered.  But  Catha- 
rine was  not  the  lefs  eager  to  carry  on  the  war.  She 
ordered  new  troops  to  be  raifed  throughout  her  do- 
minions: (he  wiflied  to  reinforce  at  the  fame  time 
bet  armies  in  the  Krimea  and  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Danube,  to  eftablifh  others  in  Poland,  and  to 
inarch  a  confiderable  body  lagainft  the  Swedes.    But 
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men  became*  fcarce  in  the  Ruffian  enlpite.  .A  con- 
fideral;)le  number  of  exiles  were  recalled  from  the  de- 
ferts  of  Siberia  to  make  up  the  recruits. 

During  this  time  Guftavus  III.  occupied  himfelf 
with  his  proje6>s  of  vengeance.  He  could  not  forgive 
the  Empr^fs  for  the  diflenfions  which  (he  was  incef- 
fantly  fomenting  in  Sweden,  nor  the  Danifh  govern- 
ment for  the  afliltance  which  had  been  lent  to  Ruffia. 
A  lieutenant-colonel,  named  Benzelftierna,  determin- 
ed to  fecond  the  hatred  of  his  matter. 

The  Ruffian  fquadron  had  entered  into  the  rodd  of 
Copenhagen,  where  it  was  detained  by  the  ice  during 
the  whole  winter.  The  ambaflador  of  Sweden,  Spreng- 
porten,  was  an  open  and  generous  old  man,*  whom 
Guftavus  refpedled,  but  in  whom  he  did  not  place 
great  confidence.  .Without  recalling  that  ambafla- 
dor, this  Prince  had  given  to  a  man  named  Albedyl 
the  management  of  affairs,  rccommepding  it  to  him 
to  obferve  carefully  the  proceedings  of  the  Ruffians 
and  of  the  Danes. 

Benzelftierna  foon  joined  Albedyl.  ,Under  pre- 
tence of  undertaking  fgme  operation  of  commerce,  he 
formed  a  conne6tion  witb  the  Irifh  captain  O'Bryen, 
purchafed  his  vcflel,  for  which  he  paid  him,  in  ad- 
vance, 12,000  rix-dollars,  and  allow^ed  him  to  ke^p 
the  command,  engaging,  by  a  note  of  hand,  to  jgive. 
him  an  equal  fum  if  his  enterprifc  was  fuccefsful.  He 
afterwards  caufe'd  the  veffcl  to  be  loaded  with  cafks 
pitched  both  out  and  in-fide,  and  filled  with  brandy, 
^nd  gave  him  orders  to  take  advantage  of  the  firft 
north-eaft  wind  to  quit  the  port,  at  the  fame  time. 
fetting  fire  to  his  vcdel.  Had  this  execrable  projeA 
fucceeded,  not  only  <he  whole  Ruffian  fquadron,  but 
the  Danifh  fleet  likewi|fc,N  muft  have  been  confumed. 
.  O'Bryen  ventured  to  nfiention  what  he  had  under- 
taken to  one  of  his  friends,  named  Xief.  This  latter 
was  filled  with  horror  at  fuch  a  confi'dence,  fcnd  haf- 
tened  to  difclofc  it.  The  Danifh  governmeirt  imme- 
diately fent  to  examine  the  fhip,  and  caufed  O'Bryen 
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to  be  arrefted.  Benzelftierna  had  efcaped  to  the  houfe 
of  Albedyl,  who  conveyed  him  to  the  fancftuary  of  a^ 
minifter  of  his  acquaintance,  from  whence  he  got  off 
at  firft  under  favour  of  a  footmail's  livery.  A  fhort 
time  after  this  rafcal  was  taken,  (hut  up  in  the  cita- 
del of  Copenhagen,  tried,  and  condemned  to  lofe  his 
life  :  but  this  punjihment  was  afterwards  chan.!:ed  into 
perpetual  imprifonment,  which  lafted  till  1797,  the 
epocha  at  which  Ruffia  gave  permi/fion  for  him  to 
be  releafed.  . 

The  Danifh  failors,  flirred  up  by  the  Ruffians,  af- 
fembled  in  great  numbers  before  the  door  of  AlbedyL 
They  intended  to  maflacre  him,  and  to  fet  fire  to  his 
hpufe.  But,  having  fbrefeen  this  riot,  Albedyl  had 
already  fa ve'd  himfelf  by  flying  to  Scania.  A  detach- 
ment of  foldi'ers  difperfed  .the  niutineers. 

The  attempt  of  Benzelftierna  was  not  calculated 
to,  reconcile  the  court  of  Ruffia  to. that  of  Stock- 
holm. The  operations  of  the  war  in  a  fhort  time  re-^ 
commenced.-  The  fquadrons  of  the  two  nations  fell 
in  with  each  other  ofFBornholm,  but  the  wind  did 
not  permit  them  to  come  to  adion.  Soon  after  they 
met  again  near  Gothland;  and,  although  the  Ruffian 
admiral  TfchitfchagofF,  and  the  Swedilh  admiral  Li- 
Henhorn,  wiflied  at  that  time  to  avoid  an 'engage- 
ment, the  rear  of  their  fleets,  which  then  had  the 
lead,  engaged  each  other,  and  fought  valiantly  dur- 
ing three  or  four  hours. 

,  The  Ruffian  veflel,  under  the  command  of  the 
Englifliman  Prefton  had  160  men  killed  or  wounded. 
Three  guns  burft  upon  the  upper  deck,  and  blew  up 
feveral  of  the  <irew  ;  but  the  intrepid  Prefton  remain- 
ed calm,  gave  the  necefl^ry  orders,  and  continued  the 
fight. 

Another  Engli(h  captain,  named  Tifiger,  who 
commanded  a  veflel  of  66  guns,  nobly  fuftained  the' 
combat  againft  Vice-admiral  Modde,  one  of  the  moft 
gallant  ofh  e  Swedes. 
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The  next  day,  Lilienhorn,  who  might  with  his  di- 
vifion  have  broken  through  that  of  the  Ruffian  vice- 
admiral  Mouffin-Poufchkin,  negle6te^l  that  advan- 
tage, which,  withoqt  doubt  would  have  prevented  the 
difaftcrs  that  the  Swedifh  iieet  foon  after  encoua- 
tered.  - 

Captain  TchitchoukofF,  commodorfeof  a  fmall  fqua- 
dron,  took  poiftffion  of  the  important  poft  of  Porkala;. 
and  from  that  time  the  Ruffians  kept  pofleffion  of  it 
till  towards  the  approach  of  winter. 

The  Swedes  had  4  fleet  of  galleys  and  gun-boats. 
The  Emprefs  oppofed  to  them  one  of  equal  force,, 
the  command  of  t^  hich  flie  gave  to  the  Prince  of 
Nailau-Sifgcn,  who,  having  had  fome  difference  with 
Potemkin,  could  no  longer  ferve  upon  the  Black 
Sea. 

The  Ruffian  galleys  furprifed  the  Swedifh  galleys 
near  Rop'enfalm ;  and  Naflau,  conflantly  affifted  by 
the  counfcls  of  Varage,  of  Winter,  and  of  a  Milanefe 
named  the  chevalier  de  Litta,  for  the  fecond  time 
caufed  the  Ruffian  flag  to  triumph.  Winter,  to 
whom  the  fqpccfs  of  this  day  was  principally  owiTJg, 
"was  hit  by  a  cannon  l)all,  and  died  of  his  wound. 

During  the  engagement  of  the  galleys,  the  Ruf- 
fians had  attacked  the  Swedifh  armv,  whicK  was  flill 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  PVidcrikfliam.  They  had  no 
lefs  advantages  by  land  than  by  fea.  They  obliged 
the  troops  of  Guftavus  to  evacuate  Ruffian  Finland. 
•  A.*  D.  1790.  This  monarch  having  colledled  new 
forces,  made  preparations  for  returning  into  the  Ruf- 
fian territory.  But  Catharine  had  found  time. to  make 
her  preparations  of  defence.  The  two  armies  came  to 
aclion  at  Aoorfors,  and  the  Ruffians,  cortimanded  by 
General  Nurafen,  obtained  a  brilliant  vi6lory. 

Guftavus  was  not  difcouraged  by  his  repeated  de- 
feats. He  embarked  on  board  his  fleet  of  gun-boats, 
and  went  in  fearch  of  the  Prince  of  Nafiau,  from 
whom  he  took  twenty-three  veijels..     In  a  fhort  time  • 

afterwards^ 
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afterwards  he  landed,  at  five  miles  from  Peterfburgh, 
feveral  battalions  of  infantry,  and  fome  fquadrons  of 
Jighl  t^pops,  and  took  pofleffion  of  the  important  poft 
of  Parda-KofFsky,  which  opened  him  a  paflage  into 
the  Ruffian  Sawolax.  The  alarm  fpread  anew  over 
the  capital.  The  Emprefs  was  at  Tzarlko-Zelo,  and 
tjid  jiot  leave  that  country  palace,  but  gave  orders  to 
General  Igaelftrom,  who  cdtnmanded  in  the  abfence 
of  Ivan  SdtikofF,  to  fpare  no  effort  to  retake  Pardar- 
KofFsky-  Igaelftrom  immediately  marched  againft  this 
poft  a  column  of  8000  chofen^men,  the  command  of 

\  which  he  confided  to  the.  brave  Prince  of  Anhalt- 
Bernburgh,  who  was  killed  at  the  very  commence- 
ment of  the  attack,  as  was  likewife  BaikofF,  ^ho 
commanded  under  him.  The  8000  Ruffians /ought  * 
with  the  iitmofl  intrepidity,  and  loft  the  half  of  their 
force,  without  being  able  to  diflodge  2000  Swedes 
who  defended  the  poft.  However,  thefe  Swedes  would 
have  fallen  the  vi6lims  of  their  own  courage,  if  the 
thaw  which  came  on  had  not  put  it  out  of  the-power 
of  the  Ruffians  to  make  a  frefh  attack  upon  them, 
with  more  confiderable  force.     ,       v 

The  grand  Swedifh  fquadron,  under  the  command 
of  the  Dukeof  Sudermania,  andcompofed  of  twenty- 
fix  ftjips  of  the  line  and  of  feveral  frigates,  chole  to 
go  in  queft  of  the  Ruffian  fleet  up  to  the  very  port 
of  Revel.  That  imprudence  coft  him  two  fhips.  The 
Swedes  committed  jsi,  fault  ftill  more  dangerous  :  they 
failed  into  thegulph  of  Viburgh  with  both  their  fqua- 
drons, and  the  fleet  of  gun-boats  which  GuftavusIIL 
commanded.  Every  thing  at  that  period  feemed  to 
threaten  the  total  deftru6tion  of  the  Swedifh  marine: 
but  it  was  faved  by  two  Ruffian  admirals,  Tfchitfcha-^ 
goffand  Nafiau. 

TfchitfchagofF,  who  commanded  a  fquadron  far 
more  numerous  than  that  of  the  Swedes,  neglc6led 
to  fortify  with  batteries  the  two  pafiages,  by  which  ' 

'  alone  the  Swedes  could  have  poffibly  efcaped.  Thele 
laft,  who  were  in  vfrant  of  provifions,  and  couW  no 
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longer  remain  in  the  jrulph,  attempted  to  lieave  it  by 
fetting  fire  to  the  Ruuian  fquadron  which  defended 
the  beft  paflage.  The  wind  w^as  favourable.  They 
fet  fail,  and  were  preceded  by  a  fire-fhip,  which  would 
have  forced  the  Ruffians  to  difperfe.  But  the  match 
was  too  foon  applied  to  the  fire-fhip,  which'  run 
aground  op  a  fand-bank,  and  did  no  injury  to  th6 
Ruffians,  whilft  it  deftroyed  feveral  Swedifh  veflfels, 
that  the  wind  violently  dafhed  upon  her.  Nine  fhips, 
three  frigates,  and  more  than  twenty  gun-boats,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Ruffians. 

This  advantage  fo  important  was  fatal  to  feveral 
Englifh  officers  in  the  fervice  of  Ruffia.  Captain 
Denriifon's  head  was  carried  cfF  by  a  ball ;  Captain 
Marfhall,  attempting  to  board  the  enemy's  veflel,  fell 
into  the  fea  and  was  drowned;  Captains  Miller  and 
Aiken  had,  the  oneTiis  leg,  and  the  other  his  thigh, 
broken  ;  and  finally,  Captain  James  Trevannion,  one 
of  the  moft  flcilful  and  moft  brave  officers  in  the  fer*- 
vice  of  Catharine,  was  mortally  wounded  Iq^  a  cannon 
ball,  and  died  at  the  end  of  five  days.  He  had  al- 
ready taken  pofleffion  of  the  pofis  of  Hanhoud  near 
Aboj  and  of  Borefund  near  Sweaburgh,  and  he  coni- 
manded  one  of  the  five  veflels  which  blocked  up  the 
narroweft^  paflage  of  the  bay  of  Vi burgh. 

The  reft  of  the  Swedifli  galleys  had  retired  behind 
the  rocks  of  Schwenkfund,  which  form  feveral  little 
ifles  on  the  water's  edge.  The  Prince  of  Naflau, 
whofe  fleet  was  twice  as  ftrong  as  that  of  Guftavus, 
advanced  to  engage  it.  His  ignorance  gave  an  im- 
menfe  advantage  to  the  Swedes;  he  was  completely 
beaten,  and  loft  the  half  of  his  fleet,  and  more  than 
10,000  men.  However,  his  vanity  did  not  abate  in 
the  flighteft  degree.  Abfurdly  imagining  that  the  of- 
ficers whom  he  commanded  had  luffered  themfclves 
tor  be  beaten  in  order  to  tarnifh  his  glory,  he  wrote  to 
the  Emprcf^  : — "  Madam,  I  have  had  the  misfortune 
"  to  fight  with  the  elements,  the  Swedes,  and  the 
"  Ruffians.     I  hope  that  your  Majefty  will  do  me 

"  juftice.'* 
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•^  juftice.**  The  Emprefs  fent  him  the  following  re- 
ply : — ^^  You  are  in  the  right,  becaufe  it  is  my  plea- 
**  furethat  you  fhould  be  fo.  This  is  ariftocratical, 
*^  but  that  fuits  the  country  in  which  we  are.  Reckoa 
^'  always  upon  your  affedtionate  Catharii^e." 

Thebattle  of  Schwenkfund  accelerated  peace.  Guf- 
tavus  IIL  already  beheld  all  the  imprudence  of  hi$ 
condudl.  He  no^  longer  flattered  himfelf  that  the 
war  which'  he  had  declared  with  the  Ruffians  would 
be  followed  with  any  fignal  faccefs,  or  make  an  ufe- 
ful  diverfion  in  favour  of  the  Turks.  He  apprehend- 
ed, on  the  contrary,  that  the  JRuffians  might  profit 
by  thedefl:ru6lion  of  his  marine,  the  difordered  ftate 
of  his  finances,  and  the  difcontent  of  the  Swedilh 
tioblefs,  to  invade  his  ftates.  He  accepted  then,  with- 
out hefitation,  the  propofitipns  which  the  ]Empre(5f 
made  to  him. 

The  minifter  of  Spain  at  the  court  of  Ruflla,  Gal- 
vez,  offered  his  mediation  to  Catharine,  and  zealouflv 
occupied  himfelf  to  obtain  favourable  conditions  from 
that  Princefs,  by  prornifing  that  Guftavus  fhouldl 
march  immediately  agairifl:  the  French.  This  was 
precifcly  what  the  Emprefs  wiflicd.  She  pretended 
to  for  jive  her  enemy^  in  the  hope  of  feeing  him  en^ 
gage  in  a  diftant  enterprife.  The  better  to  impofe 
upoo  him,  .(he  afFeitcd  t6  difplay  generofity  :  {he de- 
manded only  the  re- eftablifhment  of  the  treaties  of 
Neufladt  and  Abo,  and  the  total  obliteration  of  the 
laft  quarrels.  In  confequenCe  the  treaty  was  figned 
without  delay  at  Varela.  , 

During  the  war  of  Finland^  Catharine  exerci re4  at 
once  her  clemency  and  her  feverity.  Some  Swedith 
.  officers,  employed  in  the  capacity  of  teachers  in  the 
corps*  of  cadets  at  Peterfburgh,  dared  to  keep  tip 
a  correfpondence  with  their  compatriots,  in  which 
they  fpoke  of  the  Emprefs  in  a  very  bold,  though 
undoubtedly  a  very  jtift  manner.  Their  letters  were 
intercepted  and  conveyed  to  that  Princefs,  who  read 
them  through.  Immediately  the  Swedes  were  ar- 
retted. 
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refted,  and  examined  by  Stepan-Iv^nowite  Schifcb-' 
koffsky,  chief  of  the  fecret  coijimiffion,  and  by  an 
ieftimable  officer  whom  the  Emprefs-h^d  placed  alpng. 
\vrth  him,  in  order  to  temper  his  favage  difpofition.- 
The  offence  was  proved,  and  the. culprits  feemed  to 
deferve  death.  However,  the  Emprefs  Contented  her- 
felf  with  ban ifhing  them  into  the  interior,  of  her  pro- 
vinces. She  even  continued  to  them  their  appoint- 
ments, and  on  the  return  of  peace,  fent  them  back 
into  their  own  country,  . 

.  At  the  fame  time  J^difchefF.  director  of  the  cuftoms 
at  Peterfburgh,  publifhed  the  relation  of  a  journey 
from  Peterfburgh  to  Mofcow,  in  which  he  feigned  to 
have  had  a  dream,  and  gave  an  energetic  pidlure  of 
the  defpotifm  of  Potemkin.  He  even  prefumcd  to 
attack  the  Emprefs  in  it.  Although  RadifchefF  had 
himfelf  printed  his  relation  with  types  which  he  had 
ift  his  own  houfe,  he  was  foon  deteAed,  and  exiled  ' 
into  Siberia. 

Count  Alexander  WoronzofF,  and  the  PrinceA 
' d' AfchkofF his  lifter,  the  avowed  protedlors  of  Radif- 
chefF, were  accufed  of  having  incited  him  to  compofe 
his  pafquinade.  The  firft  was  even  expofed  to  the 
examination  of  the  fecret  committee,  and  from  this 
moment,  both  the  one  and  the  other  loft  their  credit 
confiderably. 

Thus  Catharine  treated  the  Swedes  with  a  feigned 
generofity,  becaufe  fhe  wifhed  to  make  herfelf  parti- 
fans  in  Sweden,  whilftNfhe  frequently  excrcifed  the 
utmoft  feverity  towards  the  nation  already  fubje<5led 
to  her  yoke. 

The  war  of  RufKa  with  Sweden  has  for  fome  time 
diverted  me  from  that  which  (he  carried  on  againft  the 
Ottomans.  I  (hall  now  return  to  it.  The  Grand-(ignor 
Abd-Ul-Hamid  IV.  was  dead,  and  the  fon  of  the  Sul- 
tan Muftapha,his  brother  and  predcceflbr,  had  afcend- 
ed  the  the  throne,  under  the  name  of  Selim  III. 

The  capture  of  OczakofF,  and  the  fuccefles  which 
bad  preceded  it,  were  magnificently  recompenfed. 

The 
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The  Emprefs  fent  to  Potemkin  a  prefent  of  roo,ooo 
roubles,  with  a  truncheon  adorned  with  diaaionds, 
and  furrounded  with  a  Ipranch  of  laurel,  the  leaves  of 
which  were  gold.  A  fliort  time  after  (he  granted  him 
the  title  of  hetman  of  the  Kofacs ;  a  title  vVhicli 
the  aged  Kyrille  RazoumofFsky,  dill  living,  had  re- 
signed more  than  twenty  years  before.  She  gave  to 
Prince  Kepnin  a  fword,  the.  handle  of  which  was  or- 
namented with  brilliants,  and  to  General  Souwaroffa 
}Iume  of  dianionds.  The  other  generals  and  officers 
ikcwife  obtained  fome  mark  of  favour,  and  all  thefol- 
diers  who  had  entered  Oczakoff  received  a  filver  tnc- 
dal,  with  a  requeft  to  wear  it  at  their  button  hole. 

Undoubtedly,  thefe  rewards  excited  a  great  emula^ 
tion  in  the  Ruffian  armies.  All  their  fteps  were 
marked  with  triumph.  Potemkin  fubjugated  the  iflc 
of  Berefan  ;  Rcpnin  drove  the  Turks  from  the  banks 
pf  the  Sollka.  Souwarcff  beat  them  completely  at 
Fokfan.  Underftanding  afterwards  that  the  Auftriaa 
army,  commanded  by  the  Prince  of  Saxe-Cobourg, 
was  clofely  preflkl  by  that  of  the  Grand  Vizir,  he  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  8000  Ruffians,  and  haliened 
to  the  fuccour  of  theAuftrians/  Thefe  latter,  to  the 
Yiumber  of  30,000,  bad  been  already  put  to  flight 
by  the  Turks,  who  attacked  them-  with  an  army  of 
Joc,ooo  men.  The  intrepid  SouwarofF arrived,  and 
changed  the  fate  of  arms. — '^  Friends  !"  cried  he  to 
bis  (bldierSj  "  do  not  look  at  the  eyes  of  the  enemy;. 
^^  Look  at  his  breaft  :  it  is  there  you  muft  plunge  . 
"  your  bayonets."  At  the  fame  inftant  he  fell  upon 
the  Turks,  and  n^ade  a  horrible  carnage  an^ong  them^ 
and  remained  mafter  of  the  field  of  battle.  This  vic- 
tory, obtained  near  the  river  Rimqiks,  procured  to 
SouwarofF  the  furnamc  of  Rimnikiky,  and  the  double 
title  of  Count  of  the  Roman  and  of  the  Ruffian  em- 
pires. ^;  •  .  • 

The  ferocious  Kamenfkoi  reduced  to  afhe^  the  fu-^ 
perb  city  of  Galatza,  u{)on  the'Danube,  and  the  prin- 
cipal one  of  Moldavia  next  to  Yaffi,  which  it  furpafl- 

ed 
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cd  in  refpe<9:  of  commerce.  Ac-Kerman,  Chedfebey^ 
Belgorod,  Palanka,  yielded  to  the  arms  of  Potemkin, 
Bender  furrendered  at  difcretion. 

Ifmail  ftill  made  refiftance.  Potemkin  had  laid  fiege 
to  that  place  for  feven  months,  and  was  out  of  pati- 
€;^nce  that  he  had  not  already  reduced  it.  Living  in 
bis  camp  like  one  of  the -ancient  Satraps,:  whom  he 
'alone  in  pur  days  has  rivalled,  and  perhaps  furpafled 
in  luxury,  he  was  furrounded  wMth  a  croud  of  cour- 
tiers, and  of  women,  who  employed  their  utmoft  en- 
deavours to  amufe  him.  One  of  thofe  women,  pre- 
tending to  read  the  decrees  of  fate  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  a  pack  of  cards,  predicted  that  he  would 
take  thebefieged  city  at  the  end  of  three  weeks.  Po- 
temkin replied  with  a  fmile,  that  there  was  a  method 
of  divination  much  more  certain.  At  the  fame  inftant 
he  fent  orders  to  SouwarofF  to  take  IfiriaYl  in  three 
days.  SouwarofF  got  ready.  The  third,  day  he  affem- 
bled  bis  foldiers,  and  faid  to  them  :  "  My  children  ! 
"  no  (Quarter  ;  provifions  are  dear."  He  immediately 
gave  the  aflault.  ^The  Ruffians  were^  repulfed  twice, 
with  confiderable  lofs.  But  at  laft,  they  fcaled  the 
ramparts,  penetrated  into  the  city,  and  put  all  to  the 
fword.  Fifteen  thoufand  Ruffians,  and  35,000  Turks 
paid  with  their  lives  for  the  bloodj^  laurels  of  Sou- 
waroff.  This  General,  on  the  occafion,  wrote  to  the 
Emprels  thefe  words  fimply  :  "  The  haughty  Ifmai'I 
*^  is  at  your  feet." 

The  celebrated  Gazi-Haflan,  who,  from  the  poll  of 
Capitan-Pacha,  had  been  elevated  to  that  of  grands 
vizir,  could  not  fupport  fo  many  difafters.  He  died 
of  grief  in  his  Camp.  His  fucceflbr  was  decapitated 
at  Schumla,  and  the  Pacha  Youfouf  fucceeded  him. 
But  this  alteration  did  not  re-eftablifli  the  fortune  of 
the  Turks.  ' 

Several  French  officers  fought  at  the  capture  of 
Ifmail.  Roger  Damas,  Langcron,  the  young  Riche- 
lieq,  diftinguifticd  themfelvcs  there,  and  were  not  on 
that  account  better  treated  by  ?otemkin.  Some  dayjs 

•  afterwards. 
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afterwards,  this  laft  converfing  on  the  French  revolu-- 
lion,  and  regarding  as  an  outrage  the  efforts  of  a  na-i 
tion  which  wiftied  to  recover  its  liberty,  faid  to  Lan- 
geron :  "Colonel,  your  cofnpatriots  are  fools.;  I 
*^fhould  have  occafion  only  for  my  grooms  to  bring 
*^  them  to  reafon."  Langeron,  who,  although  an 
emigrant,  could  not  patiently  fufFer  his  nation  to  be 
flightly  fpoken  of,  haughtily  replied  : — "  Prince,!  do 
"  not  believe  that  you  could  fucceed  in  that  attempt 
"with  your  whole  army."  At  thefe  words  PotemkiA 
arofe  in  a  paffion,  and  threatened  to  fend  Langeron 
to  Siberia.  Langeron  went  out  immediately,  and 
croffing  the  Sereth,  which  fcparates  Moldavia  from 
Walachia,  withdrew  into  the  Auftrian  camp. 

Prince  G^llitzin,  who  had  paflTcd  the  Danube,  and 
had  entered  into  Bulgaria,  at  ,the  head  of  a  corps  of 
12,000  men,  obtained  a  vidtory  over  the  Turks  near 
Matzin. 

On  learning  the  triumph  of  her  arms,  Catharine 
felt  her  pride  redouble.  The  Engliih  minifter,  Wjiit- 
worth,  hf^ving  prcfented  himfelf  before  her;  that  Prin- 
cefs  faid  to  him  ironically:  ^^  Sir,  fincc  Mr.  Pitk 
*^  means  to  drive  me  from  Peterfburgh,  I  hope  5  he 
^^  will  permit  me  .to  retire  to  Conftantinople." 

After  the  extreme  feverity  with  which  the  Greeks 
had  been  treated  by  the  Ottomans  at  the  conclufidn 
of  the  laft  war,  Catharine  had  r^afon  to  believe  them 
eager  to  avenge  themfelves.  She  therefore  fent  ma- 
nifeftoes  into  all  their  iflands,  to  invite  this  people  to 
take  up  arms  anew  againft  the  enemies  of  Chriften- 
dom,  and  to  re-conquer  their  invaded  country,  and 
recover  their  ancient  independence. 

The  Greek  Sottiri,  who  was  in  the  fervice  of  Ruf- 
fia,  was  fent  into  Epirus  and  into  Albania,  to  carry 
thither  the  manifcftoes  of  the  Emprels,  and  to  pre- 
pare, with  the  chiefs  of  thofe  countries,  a  fpcedy  in- 
furre<3ion.  In  a  fliort  time  an  army  was  fcen  to  af- 
femble  in  the  environs  of  Sulli.  It  marched  agMinlt 
the  Pacha  of  Janina,  and  vanquilheJ  bun  m  a  pitthed 

battle. 
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battle.     The  fon-  of  the  Pacha  fell  in  the  engage- 
ment, and  bis  fplendid  armour  was  fent  to  the  Em- 

The  Greeks  afterwards  raifed  a  voluntary  fubfcrip- 
tion,  ^nd,  with  the  amount  of  that  fubfcription,  arm- 
ed at  Triefte,  twelve  fmall  veflels,  the  command  of 
which  they  gave  to  a  feaman  of  their  own  nation, 
named  Lambro-Canziani.  Lambro  traverfed  the 
Archipelago  as  a  conqueror.  The  terror  which  he 
fpread  even  as  far  as  Conftantinople,  procured  an  or- 
der that  almoft  all  the  Turkifh  veflels  which  were  in 
the  Black  Sea,  fhould  repafs  the  Bofphorus,  to  arreft 
the  progrefs  of  the  little  Greek  fquadron. 

During  this  time,  the  Emprefs  fent  into  Sicily  a 
man  named  Pfaro,  and  fome  other  emifiaries,  not 
only  to  get  ready  there  what  was  neceflary  for  the 
Ruffian  fquadron^  deftined  to  repair  to  thofc  fcas,  but 
to  furnifti  to  the  Greeks  money  and  ammunition,  and 
to  do  away  the  difficulties,  which  by  a  fordid  policy, , 
or  a  wi(h  to  keep  on  good  terms  with  the  Porte,  led 
the  Venetians  to  oppofe  them.  Hut  the  faithlefs 
eraiflaries  of  Catharine  did  not  fulfil  her  intentions, 
and  divided  amdng  themfelves  and  their  bafe  pro- 
tccSlors,  the  money  which  had  bcen.entrufted  to  them. 

Juftly  filled  with  indignation  at  this  conduft,  the 
Greeks  fent  toPcterfburgh  a  deputation  which,  after 
having  been  for  a  long  time  kept  back  from  the 
throne  by  perfons  whofe  intercft  it  was  to  prevent 
their  being  heard,  obtained  at  Lift,  thanks  to  the  fa- 
vourite Plato  ZoubofF,  a  private  audience  of  the 
Emprefs.  The  deputies  prefented  to  that  Princefs  a, 
petition  written  in  Greek  and  in  French,  and  con- 
ceived in  thefe  terms ; 

"  Madam, 

"  It  is  not  till  after  having  folk^ited  for  a  long  time 
^'  in  vain  the  miniftersof  your  Impbrial  Majesty, 
**  for  a  reply  to  the  memorial  which  we  have  had  the 
^*  tonour  to  convey  to  them,  and  driven  to  the  ut- 

"  nmoft 
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moft  defpair  by  the  idda  of  the  dFeadful  misfortunes' 
which  this  delay  niay  occafion  to  our  compatriots;' 
who,  invited  by  the  manifeftoes  of  your  Impbrial 
*^  Majesty,  have  taken  up  arms  againft  the  enem^ 
'^  of  the  Chriftian  narnCj  and  have  deputed  us  to  bring' 
"  the  offer  of  their  life  and  thefr  fortune  'to  the  foot 
"  of  your  imperial  throne  ;  it  is  not  till  after  baving^ 
"  loft  every  hope  of  obtaining  by  any  other  means,  af 
**>  p»ompt  reply  which  may  flop  the  torrents  of  the 
"  blood  of  our  brothers,  that  we  prefume,  proftratcd 
*^  at  your  feet,  to  prefent  to  yourself  our  very  hum- 
•*  ble  Memorial.     -  r  ' 

Another  duty,  equally  facrel  to  us,  and  Which 
is  a  principal  objeA  of  our  million,  leads  us  to  take 
<^  this  bold  ftep :  it  is  to  undeceive  your  Imperiai. 
^^  Majesty,  who  are  grofsly  impofed  on  as  well  as 
your  minifters.  We  have  feen  with  indignation,  the 
chevalier  Pfaro  attempting  to  exalt  himfelf  into  the 
"  chief  and  the  ruler  of  our  nation,  a  man  abhorred  of 
*^  that  very  nation,  froip  the  refufe  of  which  he  has 
^^  arifen,  and  in  which  he  would  have  remained,  if; 
by  deceiving  the  rninifters  of  your  Imperial  Majcfty 
with  an  unrivalled  audacity,  he  had  qot  procured 
*^  himfelf  efteem  by  the  recital  of  exploits  wWch  he 
^'  never  performed.  If  the  eon fequences  were  to  be 
"  fatal  to  no  one  but  himfelf,  we  (hould  wait  with 
^^  patience  till  be  prefented  himfelf  in  our  countries  ; 
**  a  boaft  however  which  he  will  never  have  it  in  hi$ 
**  power  to  makfe,  except  in  his  writings.  Your  Im- 
"  PERiAL  Majesty  will  fee  in  what  manner  he  has 
'^  adled  towards  us.  He  has  taken  immenfe  lums, 
"  which  he  pretends  to  have  expended  for  us  :  but 
^'  we  aflure  your  Impsrial  Majesty,  that  neither 
**  he  nor  any  one  of  the  officers  whom  you  have  fent 
"  among  us,  have  given  us  a  fingle  rouble.  The  flo- 
"  tilla  of  Lambro,  and  our  other  vcflels,  have  been 
"  armed  at  our  own  expenfe*  One  of  us  has  aban- 
^^  doned  his  peaceful  firefide,  to  arm  two  veflels, 
^^  which  havepoft  him  la^OOOfc^uius,  and  the  Turks 

*'  have 
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•*  have  maflacred  bis  mother  and  his  brother,  rased 
^^  his  houle  to  the  ground,  and  laid  wafte  his  lands. 
'^  We  have  never  demanded  money,  we  demand 
none  at  prefent.  We  delire  only  that  we  may  be 
furnilhed  with  .powder  and  ball,  which  we  have 
^  not  an  opportunity  of  purchafing,  and  that  we  may 
^  be  led  to  battle.  We  are  come  to  offer  our  lives 
^  and  fortunes,  not  to  fapplicate  for  treafure. 

**  Ueign,  O  Great  Empress  !  Glory  op  the 
^  Greek  Faith  !  deign  to  perufe  our  memorial. 
^^  Heaven  has  referved  our.  deliverance  for  the  glori- 
*'  ous  reign  of  your  Imperial  Majesty  :  It  is  un- 
**  dcr  your  anfpices  that  we  hope  to  wreft  from  the 
**  hands  of  barbarous  Mahometans,  our  ufurped  em- 
"  pire,  our  patriarchate,  and  our  holy  infulted  religion. 
*f  Yes,  thanks  to  you,  we  will  deliver  the  defcendants 
**  of  Athens  and  of  Lacedemon  from  the  tyrannical 
**  yoke  of  thofe  ignorant  favages,  under  which  a  na- 
"  tion  languifhes,  whofe  genius  is  not  yet  extincft,  a 
"  people  inflamed  with  the  love  of  liberty,  whom  the 
"  weight  of  their  chains  have  not  yet  degraded,  and 
*'  who  have  always  prcfented  to  their  view  the  image 
*^  of  the  ar)cient  heroes  who  have  rendered  their  coun- 
**  try  illuftrious,  and  whofe  example-  ftill  animates 
^h-  her  warriors. 

"  Our  fiiperb  ruins  recal  to  mind  our  ancient 
grandeur.  Our  numerous  ports,  our  beautiful 
plains,  the  heavens  which  fmile  on  us  all  the  year 
round,  the  ardour  of  our  youth,-  and  even  of  our 
"  old  men,  all  declare  to  us  that  nature  is  as  propi- 
*^  tious  to  us  as  (he  was  to  our  apceftors.  The  race 
**  of  our  Emperors  is  extin6l ;  comply  with  the  wifh 
"  of  our  nation  :  give  us  for  fovereign  your  grand-fon 
•'  Cpnftantine,  and  We  (hall  be  what  our  forefathers 


*^  were. 


"  We  are  not  amongft  the  number  of  thofe  who 
"  have  prcfumcd  to  deceive  the  most  magnani* 
*^  Mous  OF  Sovereigns.  Furnilhed  with  full  powers 
"  and  peceiTary  inftruclions,  we  are  Deputies  from  the 

"  nations 
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^^  nations 'Of  ,Gr,eeice,  and  as  fuch,  pfpftrated  at  the 

foot  of  the  throne  of  Her,.  >yho^  under  God,  we  re^ 

gard  as  our  iavipur.  We  declare  ourfelvcs,  even  to 

"  our. l^ft  breath,  ^  ''  : 

*^  Of  yotR  Imperiai,  MAjEsx-i-, 
'     "  The  mod  faithful  and  prioft  devoted  Servants, 

",  Pano  Kiri, 
"  Christ o  Lazzotti, 
^^  NiccoLQ  Pangalo/* 
"  J^^terjhurgh,  /A^— r^n7,  1790.'- 

The  three  Gr^ek  deputies  were  favourabl}^  received 
.  by  the  Enipreis.  They  were  afterwards  conducted 
into  the  apartment  of  her  grandfons.  They  advanced 
to  kifs  the  hand  of  the  Grand-duke  Alexander,  who, 
inftead  of  prefenting  it  to  them,,  pointed  to  his  bro- 
ther Conftantinc, ,  faying,  that  to  him,they  muft  ad-  - 
drefs  theiDfelves. .  They  then  prefented  thefr  homage 
to  the  young  Prince,  in  naming  him  their  Emperor, 
and  they  explained  to  him  in  Greek  the  objedl  of. 
their  miffibn.  Conftantine  replied  to  thera  in  the 
fame  tongue  :  "  Go,  and  let.ev/^y  thing  be  done  ac* 
^'  cording  to  your  defire.** 

Thefe  Greeks, tranfmitted  to  the  Ruffian  niinifters 
a  plan  of  the  operations  which  they  propofed  to  exe* 
,cute.  After  having  received  from  the  Emprefs  the 
means  of  augmenting  the  fquadron  of  Lambro-Can- 
ziani,.  with  artillery  and  engineers  to  undertake  the 
liege  of  fllrong  places,  they  intended  to  open  the 
campaign  at  SuUi,  where  their  corigrefs  was,  and  \ 
where  they  kept  up  a  correfpondence  with  all  Greece. 
Diredling  their  .firft  motions  towards  Athens  and  Li- 
vadia,  and  with  their  army  divided  into,  two  corps, 
they  reckoned  upon  being  joined,  on  their  march, 
by  the  troops  of  the  Mprca  and  of  Negrepont,  whi- 
ther the  fquadron  of  Lambro  was  to  repair.  After- 
wardis  re-united  in  order  to  enter  into'ThelTaly,  they 
flattered  themfelves  that  Macedonia  would  furnifh 
them  with  coaliderable  reinforcements,  aiid  that,  on 

1  acriviQ^ 
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arriving-  in   the  plains  of*  Adrianople,  their  armies 
would  be  increafed  to  at.  lead  300,000  men..    Their 
^projeft  then  Was  to  form  a  jandlion  with  the.  Ruf- 
fians, to  go  and  take  pofleffion  of  Conflantinople. 

They  hoped  that',  at  the  fame  time,  the  Ruffian 
fleet  of  the  Black  Se^  would  go  and  attack  that  city  ; 
and,  go  how  jt  might,  they  believed  themfelves  fuf- 
ficiently  powerful  to  yancjuifh  thie  Ottomans  and  drive 
them  out  of  Europe. 

They  had  wifely  calculated  the  employment  of 
their  troops,  their  vi6lualling,  the  means  of  fecuring 
a  retreat  in  cafe  of  a  repulfe,  and  in  general  all  their 
refources,  as  well  as  the  forces  which  the  enemy 
might  oppofe  to  them.  'Catharine,  flattered  with  a 
projedl  fo  analogous  to  the  ambition  which  (he  had 
to  reign  one  day  in  Byzantium^  fent  the  three  de- 
puties into  Moldavia,  that  they  might  fettle  matters 
with  Potemkin.  After  having  given  them  their  in- 
fl:ru6tions^  Potemkin  allowed  them  to  depart  for  Sulli, 
accompanied  by  Major-General  Tamara,  who  was  to 
be  overfeer  of  the  expedition  of  the  Greek  army,  and 
to  fi^irnifti  it  with  the  fupplies  for  which  it  might  have 
occafion. 

However,  the  aflcmbling  of  an  army  of  150,000 
Pruffians  upon  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia,  thq  conven- 
tion of  Reichcnbach,  (igned  between  Pruffia  and  Auf- 
tria,  for  the  acceleration  of  the  peace,  and  the  war- 
like difpofitions  which  ;the  court  of  London  mani- 
fefted,  caufed  a  ftagnation  in  the  arrtiament  of  the ' 
Greeks.  But  a  very  fmall  part  of  the  fums  which  the 
Emprefs  had  deftined  for  them  was  tranfmittcd,  and 
it  was  recomntendcd  to  them  to  hofd  themfelves  in 
readiuef^  to  a6l,  but  to  undertake  nothing  till  the  ar- 
rival of  a  more  favourable  moment. 

Lambro,  whofe  fquadron  had  fprcad  defolation   in 

the  Ottoman  fcas,  was  at  laft  conftrained  to  }?ield  to 

^  fuperior  numbers.     Attacked  by  a  confidera*ble  fleet, 

he  defended  himfelf  for  a  long  time  with  vigour  :  but 

all  his  veflels  were  funk,  and  this  brave  officer  and 

ia 'fmall 
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a  fmall  number  of  his  companions  fa^ed.themfelves 
.  '  in  their  boats  among  the  rocks. 
.  A.  D.  1791-  Profiting  by. the  credit  offome  friends, 
he  again  arnied  a  veflel,  with  which  he  deftroyed  fome 
Turkilh  (hips,  but  which  at  taft  met  with  the  fate  of 
his  fquadron.  Lambrp  once  more  efcaped  in  his 
long-boat,  and  took  refuge  in  the  mountains  of  Al- 
bania. 

After  having  incited  him  to  navigate  under  their 
flag,  Ruffia  declared  him  a  pirate  ;  and  the  agents  of 
that  power  would  not  condefcend  to  deliver,  him 
from  the^prifon  into  which  he  had  been  thrown  for 
th6  debts  he  contradled  in  her  defence.  A  volun- 
tary contribution  of  his  compatriots  procured  his  re- 
leafe. 

Potemkifi  was  not  flow  in  returning  to  Petcrf- 
burgh,  to  enjoy  his  triumph.  The  Emprcfs  received 
him  with  tranfports  of  joy  :  (he  layifhed  entertain- 
ments and  prefents  upon  him,  and  gave  him  a  palace 
eftimated  at  600,000  roubles,  aqd  a  coat  embroidered 
with  diamonds,  which  coft  200,000.  He  himfelf  dif- 
played  a  pomp  which  appeared  exceflive  even  in  the 
moft  magnificent  court  of  Europe.  The  ufual  ex- 
^  penfc  of  his  table  was  800  roubles  a-day  :  it  was  of 
courfe  covered  with  the  mofl:  dainty  provifions  and 
the  rarefl;  fruits.  He  could  not  da  without  cherries 
in  the  dept^  of  winter,  and  paid  for  them  about  a 
.  rouble  a-piece.  At  a  repaft  which  he  gave  to  the 
Emprefs  he  ordered  a  confiderable  quantity  of  money 
to  be  thrown  among  the  people. 

But  in  a  Ihort  time  he  quitted  the  capital  to  return 
to  the  arniy.  Satiated  with  grandeurs,  with  triumphs, 
with  pleafures,  he  was  miferablc  every  where.  A  fe- 
tal prefentiment  feemed  to  purfue  him.  He  was  not 
fatisfied  either  with  adulating  courtiers,  nor  with  the 
Sovereign  who  overwhelmed  him  with  benefits,  nor 
with  himfelf.  The  prefence  of  the  new  favourite, 
efpecially,  chagrined  him  to  the  heart. 
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This  favourite  was  Plato  ZoubofF. .  More  impor- 
tant fubjeAs  have  till  the  prefent  moment  prevented 
my  mentioning  him.  I  (hall  briefly  relate  the  caufe 
of  his  elevation  *  and  of  thfe  dilgrace  of  his  prede- 
ceflbr.  ...  .    , 

MomonofF  was  very  much  beloved  of  the  Emprefs, . 
and  did  not  requite  her  tendernefs.     After  the  ex- 

V  ample  of  Potemkin,  not  content  with  the  magnificent 
prefents  which  the  Emprefs  laviftied  on  him,  he  frau- 
dulently extorted  from  her  immenfe  fqms.     But  Jie 

.    lived  with  her  as  a  flave,  the  gold  of  wbofe  chains  did 

,  not  prevent  him  from  feeling  their  weight,  and  not 
as  a  lover  delighted  to  pleafe.  His  heart  was  not 
however  infenfible.     Catharine  had  in  the  number  of 

'  her  maids  of  Honour^  the  daughter  of  Prince  Scher- 
batofF,.  a  pretty  young  girl^  very  witty,  and  with  9 
confiderable  propenfity  to  gallantry.  Moraonoffwas 
foon  captivated  with  her  chafms,  and  made  fucceflJ^ 
ful  love  to  her.  His  paffion  had  not  as  yet  paljed  the 
bounds  of  refpeft,  when  one  day  he  heard  Potemkin 

.  vaunting  of  the  favour  of  the  Princefs  ScherbatofF. 
Momonoflf  (huddered  at  it :  he  knew  the  unlimited 
power  of  Potemkin ;  he  knew  that  it  was  fufficient 
for  him  to  form  defires  to  enfure  their  accomplifli- 
nnent.     He  flew  to  throw  himfclf  at  the  feet  of  the 

.  Princefs  Scherbatoff^i  and  imparted  tp  her  his  in- 
quietude.    Tq  fet  his  heart  at  reft,  (he  granted  him 

,   that  which  he  dreaded  feeing  carried  ofF  by  his  rival. 
But  in  a  fhort  time  he  had  frefli  reafon  to  be  eaiy  : 
Potemkin  departed  for  the  army. 
,     /Ibis  intrigue  lafted  a  confiderable  time :  it  yras 
known  to  all  the  coart :  Catharine  alone  had  not  per- 
ceived it.     However,  the  jealoufy  of  the  courtiers 
opened  her  eyes  ;  fhe  was  apprized  that  MomonoflF 
deceived  her,  and  (he  had  very  (liortly  clear  proof  of 
^  it.     However  offended  fhe  might  be  aj  this  difcovery, 
(he  difiembled  her  refentment.     This  was  during  the 
fummer  of  1789.     The  court  was  held  at  Tzarfko- 
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Zelo,  2tnd  the  daughter  of  Count  de  Bruce,  one  or 
the  richeft  heirefles  of  the 'empire,  cairtd  to  be  pre-^ 
fented  there."  ....  ,      ..  • ^ 

Catharine  feizing  this  opportunity,  faid  to  Momo- 
nofF,  that  (he  wifhed  hirti  to  ttiarry  the  yoUng'Counteft 
de  Bruce.     MomonofF  fitppliciated  her  not  to  exaiSk* 
if  of  him.     The  Eniprefs  demanded  the  teafpn  of  hii* 
refufal.     He  was  embarraffed ':  iTie  infilled;  and  He^ 
fell  at  her  feet,  acknowledging  to  her  that  he  had' 
pledged   his  faith  to  the  Princefs  S<iherbatofF.     She* 
wifhed  for  no  other  explanation  :  the  two  lo^rs  were' 
affianced  immediately,    and  a  few  days  afterwards* 
they  were  married  in  the  chapel  of  the  palace.  •  Count^ 
Nicola'i   Ivanowitz  SoltikofF,    governor  of  theJ  two* 
young  Grand-dukes  Alexander  and*  Gofiftantirit?,  af- 
lifted  at  the  peremony  in  the  name  of  tbeEmprefs ; 
after  which  the  new  married  pair  retired  to  Molcow. 

MpmonofF  ought  to  have  beeA  grateful  for  the  be- 
nefits of  Catharine,  and  for  the  extreme  moderation 
which  Ihe  exercifed  towards  him.     But  it  is  aflerted* 
that  he  had  the  iinprudence  to  difclofe  to  his  wife  the 
detail  of  his  fecret  interviews  with  the  Emprefs,  and* 
that  his  wife  revealed  them  with  a  le\>ity  injurious  to^ 
the  Sovereign.  It  is  added,  that  this  Princeft  avenged 
herfelf  in  a  terrible  manner.     At  a  time  wben  Mo-^ 
monotfand  his  wife  were  in  bed,  the  chief  of  the  po- 
lice of  Mofcow  entered  their  apartment,  and  'aft^r 
having  (hewn  them  an  order  from  the  Emprefs,  lefU 
them  in  the  hands /;)f  fix  women,  and  withdrew  him-- 
felf  into  a  neighbouring  room.     Upon  this  the  fix 
women,  or  rather  the  fix  men  dreft  in  womcns  cloaths, 
leized  the  babbling  offender,  and  having  flripped  her 
entirely  naked,  whipt  her  with  rods  in  prefence  of 
MomonofF,  whom  they  had  obliged  to  remain  on  his 
knees.     When  this  chaftifement  had  been  infli6te4, 
the  chiefof  the  police  re-entered  and  faid: — "  This 
"  is  the  mode  in  which  the  Emprefs  punilhes  a  firft 
**  indifcretion  :  for  the  fccond  the  delinauent  is  ba* 
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The  very  day  of  MomonofF's  marriage,  the  place 
of  favourite  was  beflowed  on  Plato  ZoubofF,  an  officer 
of  the  horfe-gaards.  Potcmkin  heard,  with  no  little* 
vexation,  that  the  choice  of  Catharine  had  fallen  upon 
ZoubofF.  He  wrote  to  her  on  the  fubje6i,  and,  made 
ufe-of  all  his  efforts  to  prevail  on  her  to  change  her 
lover.  But  from  the  firlt  days. of  his  elevation  Zou- 
botFhad  fo  well  underftood  how  to  pleafc,  that'he  no 
longer  feared  a  rival.  The  Empr6fs  feiit  word  to  Po- 
temkin,  ihnt  as  he  had  no  juft  reafon  to  coniplain  of 
Zouboff,  fhe  could  not  refolve  to  give  him  Jiis  dif- 
miffion.  Notwithftanding  this,.  Potemkin  (iill  infill- 
ed for  fome  time  longer.  /'  When  thou  feeft  the 
"  Emprefs,"  faid  he  to  one  of  the  courtiers  v^ho  car- 
ried his-  difpatches  to  court,  "  remark  to  her  that 
*^  I  have  teeth  from  which  I  fufFer  confidcrablc  un- 
"  ealinefs,  and  that  I  fhall  not  be  quiet  till  I  get  rid 
"  of  them."  This  was  a  filly  play  pn  words :  the  name 
ZoubofF  fignifies  teeth,  in  the  Ruffian  language.' 

The  death  of  the  Emperor  Jofeph  II.  had  left  Ca- 
tharine reduced  to  her  own  forces  to  combat  the  Ot- 
tomans. Leopold  II.  yielding  to  the  folicitations  of 
Pruffia,  and  flill  more  to  the  neccffities  of  bis  people, 
reduced  to  diflrefs  by  an  unjufl  and  unfortunate  war, 
was  in  hafte  to  feparate  himfelf  from  Ruffia,  and,  after 
the  convention  of  Reichenbach,  had  concluded  a  fe- 
parate peace  with  the  Porte. 

It  was  no.  longer  Frederick  II.  who  reigned  over 
Pruffia  2  five  years  bc^fore  he  had  terminated  his  long 
and  brilliant  career.  Endowed  with  a  decided  cha- 
Tix&tr  and  a  flexible  mind,  he  brouglTt  both  the  one 
and  the  other  to  perfe6lion  by  ftudy  and  reflection. 
The  ieflbn's  of  hiflory  had  rendered  hiqi  a  profound 
politician  anc}  a  Ikilful  general  :  the  company  of  phi- 
lofophers  and  of  enlightened  men  taught  him  to  place 
himfelf  in  the  rank  of  dirtino:uillied  writers.  Whjlfl 
he  was  only  Prince  Royal,  he  appeared  to  be  ambi- 
tious folely  of  the  glory  of  an  Antoninus  and  a  Mar- 
cys  Aurelius;  but  fcarcely  had  he  afcended  the  throne 
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when  he  took  for  his.  models  the  Alexanders-and  the 

^^  -*  » 

Philips.     Delivered  vi6lorioufly  from  the  feVeh  years 
war,  a  war  which  feemed  likely  to  confumipate  his 
ruin,  he  extended  the  bounds  of  his  flates,  and  formed 
of  the  fecondary  power  which,  he  had  inherited,  one 
of  the  moft  domineering  powers  of  Europe. . .  To  the 
titles  of  politician  and  conqueror,  he  had  tlien  the 
ability  to  add  that  oflegiflator.  The  code  whichtear'S 
his  name,  entitles  him,  on  feveral  accounts;   t6  the 
gratitude  of  his  fubjedls.    Difdainmg  luxury  fromih--. 
clination,  and  dreading  it  from  economy,  he  displayed  ' 
his  pomp  in  the  number  of  his.  f(Sjldiers.  .  Laborious, 
vigilant,  indefatigable,  he  occupied  himfelf, 'to  the 
very  laft  moment  of  his  life,  in  the  adminiftration  of 
his  kingdom  :  but  he  manifefted  himfelf  at  the  fame 
time  more  zealous  for  the  eflablifhment  of  his  power,  * 
and  the  profperity  of  Pruffia,  than  for  the  happinefs  of 
the  Pruffians.     Did   he .  himfelf  le*id  a  happy  life  ? . 
We  may  venture  to  fay  no,  lince  he  was  neither,  a 
hufband,  a  lover,  nor  a  father,  and  as  he  allowed 
himfelf  frequently  to  be  led  away  by  two  cruel  paf- 
lions,  ambition  and  avarice.    He  defired  the  furname' 
of  Great :  he  obtained  it  from  the  age  in  which  he 
lived,  and  without  doubt  pofterity  will  confirm  him 
in  It. 

But  although  Frederick  II.  had  ceafed  to  live,  the 
fame  fpirit  ftill  dire6ljed  the  cabinet  of  Berlin.  .  Some 
time  before  Leopold  made  peace  with  the  Turks, 
Frederick- William  had,  as  has  bedn  already  feen,  re- 
folved  to  make  a  diveriion  in  their  favour.  Thus  Ca- 
tharine loft  a  defender,  and  found  herfelf  in  danger  of 
having  l}iortly  a  new  enemy  to  engage.  That  enemy 
did  not  draw  the  fword  againft  her,  but  did  not  the 
Itfs  provoke  her.  He  took  advantage  of  the  difcon- 
tent  of  the  Poles  to  acquire  great  influence  among 
them.  He  leagued  himfelf  with  them  by'a  new  treaty. 
Under  pretence  of  defending  them,  he  marched  his' 
armies  upon  their  territory,  and  what  perhaps  the. 
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court  of  Kuffia  felt  more  fenfibly,  he'tbok'pofleffiott 
of  the  cities  of  Dantzig'and  Thor^. 

The  Emprefs' then  perceived  that  her  viSories'' 
were  ruinous,  and  that  conqueft^  in  fordgti  coun- 
tries might  lofe  to  her'  the  provinces  which  (he  pof- 
fefleid  in  Poland,  She  felt,  in  fine,  the  necefljty  of 
niakirig  peace.  But  ftiie  had  too  riiuch  pride  to  fue 
for  it ;  (he  rather  chofe  to  continue  to  fight. 
•  HqV  armies  ftill  obtained  fuccefs.  Koutou(b(Fbeat' 
the  united'  arniies  of  the  Turks  ajjd  Tartai's  at  Ba- 
bada.  Hfepnin,  at  the  head  of  40,000  men;  put  to 
flight  more  than  100,000  Ottomans' whom  he  fell  in 
wjth  near  Matzin,  and  who  were  conrirtiatldedby  the 
fame  Grand- vizir  Youfouffi  celebrated  by  the  vic- 
tories obtained  over  the  Auftriahs  in  the  Bannat. 
Goudowitz,  brother  of  the  ancient  favourite  of  Pe- 
ter III.  made  himfelf  matter  of  the  fortrefles  of  Soud- 
jouk-Kale,  and  of  Anapa,  lipon  the  frontiers  of  the 
Krimea  and  of  the  Kiiban,  and  took  there  14,000' 
prifoners,  among  the  number  of  which  waStbefiey- 
manfour,  that  pretended  prophet  whom  I  have  al- 
ready, mentioned. 

,  England,  who  to  avenge  hcrfelf  for  t^e  alliance  of 
l\ance  and  of  Rulfia,  had  incited  the  Turks  to  de- 
clare war  wjth  the  latter  power,  and  had  lavi(hed  on 
them  in  vain  the  afliftance  of  her  arms,  provifiofis, 
and  counfels,^  England  wifhed  to  take  advantage  of 
the  moment  when  the  court  of  Peteribufgh  detached 
itfelf  from  the  French  to  perfuade  it  to  form  an  al- 
'liance  with  her. 

England  had,  befides,  very  pre(fing  reafotis  to  de- 
termine her  to  adopt  this  meafure :  (he  was  all  at 
once  informed  of  a  projedl  which  conveyed  terror 
into  the  foul  of  her  minifiers.  This  proje6l,  one  df  the 
boldcft  which  the  genius  of  Catharine  ever  coticeived, 
was  to  march  an  army  which  (hguld  traverfe  the  coun- 
try'of  the  LKbecs  and  the  kingdom  of  Cachemire,  to 
fupport  the  throne  of  the  Mogul,  and  drive  the  Erig- 
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lifli  fronrt  Bisngal.     Some  Frenchmen,  who  had  tra-   • 
veiled    in  ^thafe  countries,  were  to  have  ferved.as, 
^ides  to  the  Ruffian  army. 

A  blow  fo  terrible,  ftruck  in  India,  would  very  fooa 
li^ve  Caufed  itfclf to  be  felt  in  Europe,  and  without, 
doubt  would  have  changed  tbedeftiniesof  thefe  two 
quarters  of  the  globe-  What  do  I  fay?  The  whola 
world  would  have  experienced  its,efieSs.  The  Eng- 
lish, whofe  ambition  nature  fctiiis  tohavewiihed  to 
fet  bounds  to,  by  enclofing  them  in  narrow  iflands, 
blit  to  whom  the  genius  of  commerce,  more  power- 
ful  than  nature,  gives  fo  great  an  influence  over  the 
whole  extent  of  the  globe,  the  Englifli  would  not  at. 
this  day  have  held  the  Ruffian  legibns  in  their  pay, 
as  thefe  very  legions  would  have  carried  off  from 
them  the  principal  fource  of  the  treafures  with  which: 
they  pay  them. 

Fortunately  for  England,  the  proje6i  formed  againft 
Her  was  difcovered  by  one  of  the  agents  whom  ibe 
maintained  in  Ruffia ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  the- 
dangers  which  threatened  her,  fhe  refolved  to  ne- 
gled:  nothing  which  might  regain  the  goed-wili  of 
Galharine  and  of  Potemfcin.  / 

After  having  communicated  her  defign  to  the  ca- 
binets of  Berlin  and  the  Hague,  who  had  a<Sed  ia 
concert  with  her  from  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  fhe  haftencd  to  propofe  her  mediation  to  th© 
Emprcfs.  The  court  of  London  therefore  fent  to 
Peterfburgh  Fawkcner,  fecretary  of  the  privy  council, 
and  gave  him  charge  of  two  propofitions,  of  which^ 
the  one  mod  favourable  to  Ruffia  was  not  to  be 
brought  forward,  but  in  the  event  of  the  other  not  be- 
ix)^  accepted.  Fawkener  was  not  deficient  in  faga-r 
city,  but  he  had  tlill  alcfs  fhare  of  it  than  Catharine, 
Whether  it  was  that  this  Princefs  had  been  iecretly 
apprized  by  her  emiflaries  that  the  Englifh  agent  ha4 
the  power  of  making  her  a  double  propofitionj  or 
whether  (he  had  divined  it^  (he  refolved  to  turn  it  to 

her 
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*her  advantage.  Very  well  pleafed  to  conclude  a  peace 
with  the  Turks,  at  whatever  price,  that  (he  might  be 
allowed  to  reinforce  her  armies  in  Poland,  (he  re- 
ceived Fawkener  with  extreme  affability  :  (he  ad- 
mitted him  to  her  table  at  Tzar(ko-^elo,  placed  him 
oppolite  to  her,  converfed  with  him  during  the  whole 
repaft,  ftill  continued  to  chat  with  him  after  din- 
ner, bad  the  addrefs  by  turns  artfully  to  make  him 
apprehend  the  mifcarriage  of  his  negotiation,  and  to 
give  him  the  hopes  of  fuccefs,/and  fo  completely  en- 
tangled him  at  laft,  that  be  bad  not  the  courage  to 
propofe  any  but  the  raoft  advantageous  conditions. 

Informed  of  the  difpofitions  of  England,  the  Em- 
prefs  caufed  a  memorial  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
Dani(h  minifter,  engaging  him  to  negotiate  the  pre- 
liminaries of  the  peace  with  the  cabinets  of  Berlin,  of 
London,  and  the  Hague. 

BernftbrfF  was  well  worthy  of  finding  fo  important 
a  caufe  confided  to  bis  mediation.  He  battened  to 
make  known  to  the  three  allied  courts  the  intentions 
of  Catharine.  The  agreement  amongft  tbefe  powers 
and  Ru(?ia  was  terminated  tery  (hortly  after. 

By  this  compadi,  the  three  allied  courts  came  to  a 
refolution  to  propofe  to  the  Porte  the  conditions  of 
the  Emprefs,  and  declared,  that  if  the  Turks  did  not 
accept  tbefe  conditions,  they  would  abandon  their 
caufe,  and  leave  them  to  continue  alone  the  war 
againft  Ru(Iia. 

A.  D.  179'2.  A  congrefs  afiembled  at  firft  at  Szif- 
towe  was  very  foon  drllolved.  The  negotiators,  who 
had  not  been  able  to  come  to  an  agreement  at  Szif- 
towe,  repaired  to  Galatza,-  and  the  preliminaries  of 
the  peace  were  at  laft  (igned  by  Prince  Repnin  and 
the  Grand-vizir  YQufouff'.  The  definitive  treaty, 
concluded  at  Yafly,  followed  immediately.  The  prin- 
cipal articles  of  the  treaty  were  thefe. 

Art.  I.  That  a  fincere  friendftiip-ihould  for  the  fu- 
ture elift  between  the  two  empires. 

II.  That 
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II.  That  the  ftipulations  of  the  treaties  which  bad 
preceded  the  lafl  rupture  (hould  re-aflume  all  their 
force. 

III.  That  the  Dnieper  (hould  in  future  ferve  as  the 
boundary  of  the  two  eriipires,  and  that  all  the  terri- 
tory fituated  on  the  right  bank  of  that  river  fhould 
be  reftored  to  the  Porte. 

IV.  That  the  ancient  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
principal  cities  of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia  fhould  be 
confirmed  ;  that  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  cities  fhould 
remain  for  two  years  exempt  from  all  tribute ;  and 
.that  thofe  who  might  choofe  to'  fell  their  property 
and  retire  elfewherc,  fhould  be  allowed  to  do  it  with- 
out oppofition. 

V.  That  the  Porte  fhould  for  the  future  guarantee 
the  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom  of  Georgia  and  of  the 
adjacent  countries.  •  .  ' 

VI.  That  the  Porte  (hould  ufe  every  endeavour  to 
do  the  fame  with  refpedl  to  the  Caucafus. 

VII.  That  it  (hould  undertake  to  procure  a  ce(Ja- 
tion  of  the  piracies  of  the  barbarefque  corfairs,  and 
to  indemnify  the  fubje61s  of  Ru((ia  for  the  lo(Tes 
which  they  (hould  fuffer  from  the  non-execution  of 
the  three  preceding  articles. 

VIIL  That  liberty  (hould  be  reflored  to  the  Ruf- 
fians,  Greeks,  Moldavians,  Poloncfe  and  Tartars  who 
had  been  taken  prifoners. 

In  the  war  to  which  this  treaty  put  an  end,  Auf- 
tria  loft  J  30,000  foldiers,  and  expended  3,000,000  of 
florins ;  Rniflia  loft  200,000  men,  five  (hips  of  the 
line,  feveti  frigates  and  twenty-four  fmallcr  (hips,  and 
expended  200,000,000  of  roubles ;  the  Turks  loft 
330,000  men,  fix  (hips  of  the  line,  four  frigates  and 
feveral  other  veflels,  and  expended  250,900,000  of 
piaftres;  Sweden  fpent  70,000,000  of  rix-dollars,  and 
loft  twelve  (hips  of  the  line,  three  frigates,  and  forty 
fmall  (loops  of  war. 

After    the   (ignature   of  the  treaty,   Bezborodko 

declarc4 
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&clared,  that  the  Emprefs  declined  receiving  the 
12,0005000  of  piaftres  wtiich  the  Porte  had  juft  en- 
gaged ta  pay,  to  indemnify  her  for  the  experifes  bif  the 
vfs^r.  The  Ottoman  plenipotentiaries  manifefted  the^ 
juft  adn)iratk)n  with  which  this  genei;ofity  was  calcu- 
lated tp  ipfpire  tbeni. 

Potemkin  bad  not  the  fatisfadion  of.  concluding 
tbepeaceof  Ruflia  with  the  Porte*.  He, had  repaired' 
tQthe  congrefsof  Yaffi,  but  was  very  Toon  attacked 
with  the  epidemic  fever  which  raged  there;  he  was' 
able  to  occupy  bimfelf  bnt  very  little  with  the  nego-r 
tiations.  He  had  with  him  two  of  the.  beft  phy- 
fierans  of  Peterfburgh  ;  he  difdained  their  counfels, 
and  would  not  follow  any  regimen.  Intemperate  to 
e;;j5cefs,  he  ate  at  breakfaft  a  whole  goofe,  a  (irioin  of 
beef  or  a  bam,  drank  a  prodigious  quantity  of  wine 
and  of  Dantzig  waters,  and  dined  afterwards  with  the 
feme  voracity. 

Perceiving  that  his  malady  gained  ground,  be 
thought  he  would,  cure  bimfelf  by  quitting  Yafli,  and' 
fcfolved  to  repair  to  NicofaefF,  a  city  vvhicb  he  Had 
founded  at  the  confluence  of  the  Ingoul  and  the  Bog. 
He  took  his  departure.  Scarcely  bad  he  proceeded 
ibree  leagued  when  he  found,  bimfelf  worfe.  He 
alighted  from  the  carriage,  ia  the  middle  of  the  great 
road,  and  died  under  a  tree,  in  the  arms  of  the  Prin« 
cefs  Gallitzin,  one  of  his  favourite  nieces* 

It  was  at  firft  given  .out  that  Potemkin  bad  been 
poiKMied.  His  body  was  conveyed  back  to  Yaffi  :  it 
ig^\af  opened,  but  not  the  flighteft  indication  was  found 
that  could  juftify  that  fufpicion. 

As  foon  as  the  coloflus  was  overthrown,  the  greateft 
yart  of  thpfe  who  before  bad  fcarcely  dared  to  raife 
their  eyes  to  him,  examined  bim  with  a  fevere  in- 
ipedtioh,  ^nd  were  huipiliated  and  furprifed  at  the 
yefpe6t  which  be  had  impofed  on  them.  They  could 
not  conceive  how  a  man,  whofe  only  quality  was 
audacity,  \yhofe  only  talent  was  intrigue,  and  who 

was 
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was  a  compound  of*  every  vice  and  of  every  failing, 
had  fo  lopg. domineered  over  both  the  Emprefs  and 
the  empire. 

Elevated  from  the  loweft  o^der  of  the  ho^fe-guards 
to  the  brilliant  poft  of  favourite,  and  to  the  higheft 
funclions  in  the  miniftry  and  in  the  army,  Potemkin. 
feveral  times  fa w  the  heart  of  Catharine  change,  with- 
out ever  lofing  the  afcendant  which  he  had  over  her 
mind.  His  honours,  his  credit,  his  fortune  aug- 
mented incefllmtly.  Almoft  all  the  great  potentates 
'  of  Europe  overwhelmed  him  with  their  favours,  and 
were  candidates  for  his  intereft,  without  by  that  mean* 
exciting  the  leafl:  gratitude  in  him.  Hd  decorated 
himfelf  with  the  ribbon  of  their  orders,  and  received 
their  prefents  as  a  lawful  tribute.  In  his  projed:s  of 
war  or  of  .peace,  he  allowed  himfelf  to  be  diredled 
only  by  his  private  ambition. 

But  his  amb^ion  was  inconftant  and  capricious. 
For  fome  time  he  had  a  defire  to  be  Duke  of  Cour- 
,  land,  «nd  King  of  Poland.  Shortly  after,  he  found 
thefe  fovereignlies  Under  too  much  fubordination, 
and  he  prcferi^ed  to  them  the  hope  of  driving  the  Ot- 
tomans out  of  Europe,  to  found  a  new  empire  on  the 
ruins  of  their  ftates,  and  to  govern  there  in  the  name 
of  Catharine,  or  prdbably  to^  render  himfelf  mafter 
of  it. 

From  the  firft  tnomftnt  of  his  coming  into  favour, 
he  accuftoiried  hinifelf  to  exercife  a  defpotic  fway  over 
all  who  furrounded  him.    Dreft  in  %  fimple  night- 
gown, with  his  legs  naked,  and  ft  retched  upon  a  fofa, 
he  received^  the  courtiers  an4  the  foreign  miniflers 
*  ^ho  vifited  hirii,  without  deigning  to  offer  them  a 
'  feat.  'He  more  than  once  allowed  himfelf  to  raifean 
^    infoleiit  hand  ofi  thofe  grandees  who  did  not  choofe 
to  cringe  before  him. 

Magnificent  and  prodigal  from  exceft  of  pride,  he 

refufed  to  pay  to  the  unfortunate  the  moft  juft  debts ; 

'  atid  glutted  with  treafure^  be  committed  pitiful  frauds, 

aod 
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and  defcended  to  the  grofleft  meannefles  to  extort 
trifling  fums  of  money.  ^        ' 

The  Ennprefs,  who  was  acquainted  with  all  his 
Tices,  Signed  ignorance  of  them.  Vidini  of  a  firft 
confidence,  fhe  yielded  to  it  afterwards  from  habit, 
and  for.  a  long  time  apprehended  that  it  might  be 
dangerous  for  her  to  renounce  it.  After  having  em- 
ployed Potemkin  to  difpute  the  prctenfions  of  Or- 
lofF,  ft^e  imagined  that  llie  had  equal  occafion  for 
him  to  reprefs  the  fufpcdied  ambition  of  the  Grand- 
duke.  Such  were  the  real  caufes  of  this  great  afcend- 
ant,  which,  ftill  excites  wonder ;  but  this  afcendant 
lafted  no  longer  after  the.  moment  that  Potemkin 
ceafed  to»breathc. 
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BOOK  XII.    . 

View  of  the  Court  of  Peterjhurgfi  at  Potemkin  s  Death 
— Infurre£lion  of  Kofciufzko — Final  Partition  ofPo-- 
land-^-^AJfaJftnation  of  Gujta'vus  III. — De'ath  of  Leo- 
fold  IL — French  Emigrants'  in  Rujfia — Of  Plato 
Zouboff  and  his  Family — Treaty  with  England — 
jy Armfcldt'' s  Conf piracy — Journey  of  Gufiavus-Adol^ 
'  fhus  IL  to  Peterjburgh — Conquejts  in  Perjia — Death 
of  Catharine  IL — Statemetit  of.  the  Promts  Jie  he^ 
Jtowed  on  her  Favourite^. 

A.  D.  A  S  foon  as  the  Emprefs  beheld  Lanfkoi  ex- 
1792.  xJl  pire,  (he  fhut  herfelf  up  in  her  apartment, 
and,  abandoning  herfclf  to  grief,  feemed  to  have  taken 
the  rcfolution  of  ftarving  herfelf  to  death.  On  being- 
informed  that  .Potemkin  had  breathed  his  laft,  %e 
Jikewife  fhut  herfelf  up,  but  it  was,  to  give  attention 
to  the  adminiflration  of  the  empire.  She  laboured  for 
fifteen  hours  without  intermiffion^  and  divided  among 

her 
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her  minifters  the  direction  of  the  affairs  which  Po- 
temkin  had  managed. 

Bezborodko  was  fent  to  the  cdngrefs  of  Ya0i,  and 
f  conicluded  the  peace,  as  has  been  mentioned  in  the 

preceding  book;  and,  on  his  return,  finding  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  the  college  for  fojeign  affairs,  enjoyed 
at  firft  very  high  credit. 

The  favourite  Plato  Zouboff,  who  had, hitherto  been 
a  flrangcjr  to  bufinefs,  took  it  into  his  head  to  inter- 
meddle, and  to  aifume  the  dire(5lion.  He  recurred 
to  the  counfels  of  the  intriguing  Markoff,  .who  foon 
became  his  f}'cophant,  and  eagerly  undertook  to  guide 
'  him  in  the  political  career.  Markoff  had  his  reward 
in  the  entire  confidence  of  the  favourite,  and  in  that 
of  the  Sovereign.  They  formed  an  under-hand  privy- 
council,  in  which  affairs  of  the  highefl  importaace 
were  difcufied,  and  from  which  Bezborodko  was  care- 
fully excluded,  who,  without  being  adlually  dilgraccd, 
almofl  entirely  loft  his  influence. 

It  was  in  one  of  fhofe  feledl  councils,  compofed  of 
Zouboff,  Markoff,  the  war-minifter  Nicolai  Soltikoff, 
and  a  few  others,  that  the  annihilation  of  Poland, 
which  Catharine  had  long  in  view,  vvas  finally  decided. 
That  Princefs  refblved  on  it  at  once'  to  gratify  her 
pride  and  her  vengeance.  Her  favourite  and  her  ra- 
pacious minifters  feconded  her  view^  in  the  hope  of 
obtaining  a  (hare  in  the  rich  fpoils  of  the  wretched 
Polanders. 

The  Emprefs  never  could  forgive  that  nation  the 
a<^s  of  the  diet  of  1788,  nor  the  alliance  with  Prufiia,, 
accepted  in  contempt  of  her's,  nor,  above  all,  the  con- 
ftitution  of  1791.  Ueplete  with  ideas  of  revenge,  the 
ordered  Bulgakoff,  her  minifter  at  Warfaw,  folemnly 
to  declare  war  againft  Poland. 

The  diet  aflcmbled,  heard  this  declaration  with  a 
roajeftic  composure,  to  which  rapidly  fucceeded  the 
noble  enthuliafm  that  the  ardor  of  felf-defcnce  in- 
fpires.  The  whole  nation  adopted  the  feelings  of  the 
diet.    The  king  himfelf  was  carried,  down  the  flream, 

or 
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■  or  rather  pretended  to  be  fb  ;  and  the  PcJonefe  had 
the  weaknefs  to  believe  that,  renouncing  bis  ancient 
*|{aviih  fubmiflion  to  Ruflia,  and  awakening  out  of 
his  hat^itual  indolence,  he  was  going  to  become  the 
defender  of  liberty.  An  army  was^  haffily  levied,  and 
the  command  conferred  on  Prince  Jofepb  Ponia- 
towlky,  whom  inexperience  and  frivolous  habits  very 
much  difquaiified  for  undertaking  fuch  a  burden. 

The  Polonefe  could  oppofe  150,000  men  to  the 
•  defigns  of  Catharine ;  but  they  never  had  the  Ikill  of 
bringing  them  to  acft  in  concert,  and  their  feparate 
corps  foon  felt  themfelves  prefled  between,  an  army 
of  80,000  Ruffians,  whore-entered  Beflarabia.o» the 
territoi^  which  extends  along  the  Bog ;  another  of 
10,600  alfembled  in  the  vicinity  of  KioefF,  and  a 
third  of  3O5OOC,  which  penetrated  into  Lithuania. 

I  fhall  not  here  detail  the  different  combats  which 

deluged  with  blood  the  plains  of  Poland,  and  which, 

notwithftanding  fome  advantages  obtained  bythePo- 

Jonefe,  deftrOyed  the  greateft  pjjrt  of  their  forces.     It 

'  was  on  this  occafion  that  Thaddeus  Kofciufzko,  who 

'  was  then  only  lieutenant  under  the  young  Jofeph 

Poniatowlky,  difplayed  the  talents  which  procuiied 

him  the  confidence  of  his  own  country,  the  refent- 

-mcnt  of  Ruffia,  and  the  efteem  of  all  the  reft  of 

Europe. 

Catharine,  meanwhile,  not  confiding  entirely  to 
the  force  of  her  arms,  had  never  loft  fight  of  negotia- 
tion. She  had.  the  definitive  partition  of  Poland  pro- 
pofed  to  Frederick- William,  who  undoubtedly  de- 
fired  it  no  lefs  eagerly  than  (he  did,  .She  fecretly 
gained  over  the  two  brothers  Kafl^akowlky,  the  het- 
man  Branitzky,  Rzewulky,  and,  what  was  of  more 
confequence  than  all,  Felix  Potocky,  who  flattered 
himfeif,  perhaps,  with  the  hope  of  mounting  the 
throne  of  Poland,  and  became  only  the  flave  of  Ruf- 
'fia.  She,  finally,  infifled  that  Staniflaus-Auguftus 
fliould  publickJy  declare  that  it  was  necefliary  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  afcendant  of  the  Ruffian  arms.^  That  mo- 
narch 
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narch  h^  thje  pitiful  courage  to  Ai^allow  this  indig- 
nity: but  the  Emprefs  did  ndt  requite  it  by  the 
flighteft  farther  indulgence. 

A.  1>.  1793.  The  confederation  of  the  partifanspf 
Ruilia  afiembled  at  Grodno,  and  had  the  humilia* 
tion  of  beholding  the  Ruffian  general  proudly  feat 
himfelf  under  the  canopy- of  that  throne  which  he 
was  juft  going  to  fubvert.  The  Ruffian  rainifter 
Sievers,  at  the  fame  time,  publiftied  a  manifeflo,  to 
declare  that  his  fovereign  incorporated  with  her  do** 
minions  all  the  Poliflx  territory  which  her  arms  had 
invaded. 

The  King  of  Pruffia,  in  connivance  with  Catha* 
rine,  had  already  marched  an  Army  into.  Poland. 

The  Ruffians,  fpread  over  the  provinces  of  that 
kingdom,  difplayed  a  fpirit  of  rapine  of  which  hiftory 
furnifhes  but  few  examples.  Warfaw  likewife  be- 
came the  theatre  of  their  excefles.  The  Ruffian-  ge- 
neral Igoelftrom,  a  man  deftitute  of  talent,  but  of  thd 
mod  (hockiqg  brutality,  and  an  avarice  the  moft  in- 
fatiable,  domineered  in  that  city.  He  gi^ve  full  fcope 
to  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  Ruffian  foldiery,  and  made 
the  wretched  inhabitants  feel  the  complete  weight  of 
his  arrogance  and  barbarity.  The  defenders  of  Po- 
land had  been  under  the  necjeffity  of  difperfing:  their 
property  was.  confifcated,  their  families  reduced  to 
Servitude.  Such  an  accumulation  of  woe  again  in- 
fpired  a  refolution  tp  deliver  their  country  from  Ruf^ 
fian  oppreffion.  Some  of  them  ventured  to  afiemble, 
and  invited  Kofciufzko  to  come  and  take  the  com- 
mand.^ 

That  general  had  retired  to  Leipfig  with  Hug9 
Kolontay,  Zajonezek  and  Inigo  Potocky,  a  very  en- 
lightened man,  the  friend  of  his  country,  and  in  every 
refpedl  the  oppofite  of  Felix.  Tbefe  four  Polanders 
did  not  hefit^ate  whether  or  not  they  fhould  approve 
the  refolution  of  their  worthy  coa>patriots :  but  they 
were  fenfiblc^  that  in  order  to  fgtccefe,  the  peafantry 
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muft  be  reftored  to  liberty,  who  had  hitherto  been 
treated  in  Poland  merely  as  beads  of  burden. 

Kofciufzko  and  Zajonezekinftantly  repaired  to  the 
frontiers  of  Poland.  I'he  laft  ventured  as  far  as  War- 
faw,  and  had  frequent  conferences  with  the  princi- 
pal confpirators.  A  banker,  named  Kapuftas,  a  very 
fhrewd  and  rcfolute  man,  became' Vefponfible  to  him 
for  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital.  He  had  interviews 
likewife  with  feveral  officers,  who  detefted  the  Rul- 
Can  yoke.  Every  thing,  in  fhort,  was  ripe  for  infur- 
region,  when  the  Ruffian  commanders,  to  whom  the 
prefence  of  Kofciufzko  on  the  frontiers  had  given  urn-- 
brage,  obliged  him  to  defer  the  moment  of  adlion. 

To  elude  the  jealoufy  of  the  Ruffiatis,  Kofciufzko 
wi'thdrevv  into  Italy,  and  Zajonezek  repaired  to  Dres- 
den, whither  Inigo  Potocky  and  Kolontay  had  re* 
tired  ;  but  Zajonezek  fuddenly  re-appeared  at  War- 
faw.  The  King  himfclf  denounced  him  to  the  Ru(^ 
fian  general  Igoelftrom,  who  had  a  conference  >vith 
him,  and  ordered  him  to  quit  the  Polifh  territories. 
It  became^  neceflary  to  enter  upon  adtion  or  to  re- 
nounce the  enterprize  entirely.  Zajonezek  refolved 
Oil  the  former. 

A.  D.  I79'i'  Kofciufzko  was  recalled  from  Italy 
and  arrived  at  Cracow,  where  the  Polanders  received 
him  as  their  deliverer.  In  defiance  of  the  orders  of 
the  Ruffians,  Colonel  Madalinfky  refufed  to  dilband 
his  regiment.  Several  other  officers  had  joined  him, 
Kofciufzko  was  proclaimed  general  of  this  little  army, 
and  the  declaration  of  revolt  was  almoft  immediately 
proclaimed^  Three  hundred  peafants,  armed  with 
icythes,  joined  the  ftandard  of  Kofciufzko.  That  ge- 
neral foon  found  himfelf  oppofed  to  7000  Ruffians, 
who  were  put  to  flight  -after  a  vigorous  refiftarice* 

On  being  informed  at  Warfaw  of  Kofciufzko's  fuc- 
ccfs,  the  Ruffian  general  IgCElflrom  put  under  arreft, 
all  thofe  whom  he  believed  partifans  of  the  infurrec- 
tion ;  but  thefe  meafures  only  ferved  to  irritate  the 

confpirators 
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confpirators  Ihore  and  more.  The  revolt  made  a 
^  violent  explofion.  Two  thouTan'd  Ruflians  were  maf- 
fecred.  Igoelftrom,  befieged  in  his  own  houfe,  of- 
fered to  capitulate^  and  availing  himfelf  of  the  delay 
graated  him,  efcaped  to  the  Pruffian  camp,  which, 
was, at  no  great  diflance  from  Warfaw.  ^ 

Wilna,  the  capital  of  Lithuania^  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  Warfaw  ;  but  the  triumph  of  the  infurgents 
was  there  lefs  terrible.'  Colonel  Jazinlky,  who  was 
at  their  head,  conduced  himfelf  with  fo  much  abi- 
lity, that  be  got  hold  of  all  the  Ruffians,  without 
fpilling  a  fingle  drop  of  blood.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  cantons  of  Chelm  and  Lublin  likewife  declared 
themfelves  in  a  ftate  of  infurredliott,  and  were  fol- 
lowed by  three  Polifh  regiments  employed  in  the  fer- 
vic'e  of  Ruffia. 

Some  of  the  principal  partifans  of  Ruffia,  the  het- 
man  KafTakowfky,  the  biffiop  his  brother,  Zabiell^, 
'Ozarowfky  and  Anckwiez,   were  tried -and  hanged, 
the  firft  at  Wilna,  the  others  at  Warfavi^. 

Kofciufzkb  (trained  every  nerve  to  increafe  his  army. 
He  enlifted  the  peafants ;  and,  in  order  to  infpire 
them  with  the  greater  emulation,  affiimed  their  drefs^ 
partook  of  their  fare,  and  lavifhed  on  them  every 
Ipecies  of  encouragement ;  but  tfiofe  men,  too  long 
degraded  in  Poland,  were  not  yet  worthy  of  the  li- 
berty which  was  tendered  them.  They  entertained 
fufpicions  of  the  intenftion  of  the  noble?,  who,  on 
their  part,  at  lead  rnany  of  them,  reflecStcd  with  re- 
gret on  their  abfurd  privileges. 

Staniflaus-Augultus  and  his  partifans  farther  in- 
flamed the  jcaloufy  of  the  nobles,  by  reprefenting 
Kofciufzko's  views  as  difniftrous  to  them,  and  by  in- 
ceflant  cabals  in  favour  of  Ruffia. 

The  Emprefs,   meanwhile  not   fatisfied   with  in- 

creafing  the  number  of  her  troops  in  Poland,,  had 

fent  thither  fome  of  her  beft  generals.     After  feveral 

engagements,  tn  one  of  which  Frederick- William, 

'  who  had  advanced  to  fupport  the  Ruffians,  fought 
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at  the  head  of  his  troops^  Kofciufzko,  who  wilhed  to 
prevent  the  junction  of  the  Ruflian  generals  Sou- 
warofFand  Ferfen,  found  himfelf  at  once  Mtacked 
ty  this  laft  at  Maciejowice,  and  abahdoned  by  Ge- 
neral Poniniky,  who  ought  to  have  come  to  join  him. 
The  talents,  the  valour,  the  defpair  of  Kofciufzko, 
could  not  prevent  the  Polonefe  from  finking  under 
numbers.  The  greateft  part  of  his  army  perifhed  on 
the  field  of  battle,  or  laid  down  their  arms.  He  him- 
felf, covered  with  wounds,  fell  down  fenfelefs,  and 
was  taken  prifoncr. 

All  who  could  efcape  the  fword  of  the  conqueror 
fled  and  fhut  themfelves  up  in  the  fuburbs  of  Prague, 
adjoining  Warfaw,  and  were  purfued  thithfcr  by  Ge- 
neral SouwarofF.  The  fiege  of  Prague  could  be  of 
no  long  duration.  The  very  day  after  his  arrival,  the 
ar-dent  SouwarofF  gave  orders  for  the  afiault,  and  hav- 
infg  flormed  the  fuburb,  put  to  the  fword  not  the 
foldiers  only,  but  all  the  inhabitants,  without  diflinc- 
tion  of  fex  or  age.  Twenty  thoufand  innocents  fell 
vi6lims  to  the  fury  of  the  Ruffian  commander.  Stain-  ^ 
ed  with  the  blood  of  thofe  unfortunate  wretches,  the 
barbarian  entered  at  the  head  of  his  army  into  War- 
faw. Some  corps  of  infurgents,  fcattered  over  the 
provinces,  haftened  to  furrenden  The  courts  of  Pe- 
terfburgh  and  Berlin  parcelled  out  at  pleafure  the  re- 
mainder of  ill-fated  Poland  ;  and  the  niercilefs  cour- 
tiers of  Catharime  diflributed  among  themfelves  the 
cfFccVs  of  multitudes  of  the  profcribed.  Staniflaus- 
Auguftus,  relegated  to  Grodno,  was  condemned  to 
live  in  obfcurity  on  a  penlion  granted  him  by  the 
Emprefs,  while  Repnin,  appointed  goVernor  of  the 
invaded  provinces,  there  difplayed  the  magnificence 
of  a  fovereign  Prince. 

Zajonczek  and  Kolontai,  who  had  made  th^ir  ef- 
,  cape  into  the  Auftrian  territories,  had  the  mortifica- 
tion of  finding  the  rights  of  hofpitality  violated  in 
their  perfons:  they  were  detained  prifoners.     Kof^ 
ciufzko,  Inigo  Potocki,  Kapuflas  and  feme  others, 

were 


1794;]  EMPRESS  OP  RUSSIA.  540 

were  trnnfported  to  Pctcriburgh  an^  immured  ia 
dungeons.  Among  thofe  unfortunate  beings  was  the 
jyoung  poet  Niemcewiez,  diftinguiftied  by  his  valour 
and  by  his  ^talents,  the  friend  of  Kofciufzko,  wounded 
and  taken  prifbncr  by  his  fide.  The  blood  which  he 
had  fhed  in  the  caufe  of  his  country  was  not  the  only 
offence  againft  Catharine  which  Niemcewicz  had  to 
expiate.  He  had  compofed  on  her  fome  verfes  re- 
.plete  with  farcaftic  eafe  and  energy.  '^  She  had  him  at 
firft  (hut  up  in  the  fortrefs  of  Peterfburgh,  and  after- 
wards fent  him  to  Schluflelburgb,  where  he  under- 
ent  the  moft  barbarous  treatment. 

All  who^  had  rendered  themfclves  criminal  in  the 
eyes  of  Catharine  did  not  meet  with  the  fame  feve- 
rity  :  (he  knew  how  to  be  fparing  of  chaftifcment 
which  might  produce  confequences  dangerous  to  her. 
What  do  I  fay  ?  She  fometimes  carried  h^r  diffimii- 
•lation  fo  far  as  publicly  to  reward  thofe  whom  in  fecret 
fhe  haJan  itching  to  punifh,  with  a  refolution,  un- 
doubtedly, to  glut  her  vengeance  whenever  llie  could 
find  opportunity  of  doing  it  with  fafety.  When,  after 
the  fignature  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace  at  Galatza, 
Prince  Repnin,  thinking  he  had  reafon  to  complain 
of  the  Emprefs  and  of  Potemkin,  retired  to  Mofcow, 
all  the  malecontents  who  inhabited  that  capital  ac- 
knowledged him  for  their  chief,  and  the  leaders  ral- 
lied around  him. 

Repnin  had  embraced  the  errors  of  a  fedi  of  illu" 
mlnaU  who,  .under  the  name  of  Martinifts,  for  fome 
time  paft  infefted  the  northern  parts  of  Germany. 
He  formed  a  club,  to  which  he  gave  the  title  of  thofe 
fanatics,  and  admitted  thofe  only  into  it  whoni  he 
well  knew  to  be  partakers  of  his  indignation  againft 
the  court  of  Peterfburgh.  It  is  alleged  that  the  ob- 
jedl  of  thofe  malecontents  was  to  operate  a  reform  in 
the  ftate,  and  to  oblige  Catharine  \b  furrender  the 
crown  to  her  fon.  Be  this  as  it  may,  that  Princefs 
was  foon  informed  by  her  emiflaries,  that  extravagant 
reveries  were  not  the  ible  employment  of  the  Mar- 
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tinifts  of  Mofcow.  -Several  of  them  were  firddenly 
arrefted,  ftript  of  their  offices,  as  well  as  of  the  in- 
^gnia  of  th^ir  dignities,  and  fent  into  exile,  fome  to 
Siberia,  fome  to  their  own  eftates.  At  the  fame  time, 
all  their  papers  were  burnt,  as  an  artempt  to  annihi- 
late the  very  flighteft  traces  of  aconfpiracy. 

Repnin  being  ordered  to  court,  believed  hinifelf 
undone :  but  the  Emprcfs,  to  whom  he  was  an  ob- 
je6l  of  deteftation,  received  him  with  a  fmiling  coun- 
tenance^ overwhelmed  him  with  praifes,  and  appoint- 
ed him  governor  of  Livonia,  from  whence,  after  tKe 
final  partition  of  Poland,  he  was  promoted  to  the  go- 
vernment-general of  Lithuania.  It  was  at  this  pe- 
riod that  Repnin  went  to  refide  at  Grodno,  whither 
the  feeble  and  unfortunate  Staniflaus-Auguflus  had 
already  repaired. 

The  exhibition  of  the  enfanguined  revolution  which 
the  gallant  Kofciuf/ko  attempted,  laid  me  under  the 
jieceffity  of  poftponing  the  detail  of  various  events: 
they  fhall  be  inferted  in  this  place. 

Impatient  to  fee  Guftavus  IIL  engage  In  his  ro- 
mantic and  perilous  enterprife,  Catharine  gave  orders 
to  the  Count  de  Stackelberg,  her  minifter  at  Stock- 
holm, to  promife  that  Prince  12,000  Ruffian  foldiers, 
and  an  annual  fubfidy  of  30O,QOO  roubles,  to  affift 
him  in  reftoringthe  King  of  France  to  the  exercife 
of  his  authority.  Affiiredty  the  Emprcfs  had  no  in- 
tention to  fulfil  that  promife,  which  i.t  was  always  in 
hef  power  to  elude.  Her  only  intentioh  was  to  ac- 
celerate the  moment  of  the  confederation  of  Kings, 
and  to  excite  her  rivals  to  dcfiroy  each  other. 

But  Guftavus  was  not  permitted  time  to  go  and 
confiimfnate  the  ruin  of  his  country  on  the  frontiers 
of  France.  A  great  majority  pf  the  Swedifli  nobles 
were  always  diflritisfijd  with  the  revolution  of  ^T7%. 
They  gave  a  proof  of  this  when  they  refufed  to  fight 
at  Friderikfbam.  In  ptirdoiiing  their  difobedience, 
Guftavus  only  emboldened  them,  and  ferved  the  views 
of  the  Ruffians^  whp  were  inccffantly  inftigatiog  ^hem 
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againft  him.  Three  young- pcrforiB,  on  this,  fefolved 
io  put  hiin  to  death,  and  paft  lots  for.  thc  infamous 
honour  of  giving  him  the  firft  blow.  A  mafked  ball^ 
at  which  Guftavus  was  to  be  prefent,  favoured  their 
horrible  deligh.  The  three  confpirators  concurred  in 
it.  Ankerftrom,  taking  advantage  of  theinftant  when 
the  croud  was  gathered  round  Guftavus,  ■  (hot  him 
in  the  reins  with  a  piftol.  The  Swedifh  monarch  ex- 
pired a  few  days  afterward,  ^His  fon,  Guftavus- Adol- 
phus,  a  youth  of  fourteen,  fucceeded  him,  and  the 
regency  was  given  to  the  Duke  of  Sudermanfa. 

A  few  days  before,  the  Emperor  Leopold  II.  had 
died  at  Vienna,  in  a  manner  lefs  violent,   but  rather 
.  fudden,  and  left  the  Imperial  crown,  the  Arch-dutchy 
of  Auftria,  and  the  kingdoms  of  Hungary  and  Bo- 
hemia, to  his  fon  Francis  IL 

The  death,  of  the  two  chiefs  of  the  league  of  kings 
ggainft  France,  dreadfully  deprefled  the  French  emi- 
grants, who  flocked  in  great  numbers  to  Peterft)urgh, 
to  folicit  a  fupply  of  troops,  which  the  Emprefs  did. 
:  not  heljtate  to  promife,  without  the  flighteft  inten- 
tion of  granting. 

That  Princefs,  neverthelefs,  took  a  deep  intereft  in 
the  revolution  of  France.  She  wasapprehenlive  that 
the  principles  of  it  might  penetrate  into  Ruffia,  and 
produce  {iconcuffion  which  might  fubvert  her  throne. 
All  the  French  who  declared  attachment  to  their  an- 
cient  government,  were  welcomed  by  her,  and  the 
others  cruelly  profcribed.  The  minifter  of  France, 
Segur,  quitted  Peterlburgh  ;  but  while  (he  blamed 
the  opinions  of  that  nunifler,  Catharine  cquld  not  re- 
frain I'rom  doing  juftice  to  his  virtues,  to  his  talents, 
and  to  the  elegance  of  his  n>anners  ;  (he  faid  to  him 
when  he  took  leave  : — *'  I  am  an  ariftocrate,  for  I 
"  muft  follow  my  pi\}fcffion."  Shortly  after  fhe  re- 
called Simolin,,hcr  ininitter  at  Paris.  She  prohibited 
the  charge  (C affaires  of  France  to  approach  her  court, 
and  forbid  her  miiiifters  to  hold  any  intcrcourfc  \yilh 
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him.  Her  refentment  agjtmft  the  Freucb,  ^nd  all 
tnofe  who  applauded  their  revolution,  threatfened  to 
i)ecome  fatal  even  to  Colonel  Laharpe,  who  was  en- 
trufted  with  the  education  of  the  two  young  Pririces 
•Alexander  atid  Conftantine,  and  who,,  in  the  united 
charadters  of  Helvetian  and  philofopher,  carried  the 
love  of  liberty  in  his  bofom.  The  patriciahis  of  Swit- 
zerland had  profcribed  him,  and,  feconded  by  the 
"French  emigrants  and  the  agents  of  the  coalitioa, 
they  made  various  efforts  to  ruin  him,  by  rendering 
him  fufpecSed  to  Catharine.  But,  whether  from  po- 
licy, whether  from  pride,  though  hurt  at  the  fenti- 
ments  of  a  man  who  had  long  acquired  a  title  to  heir 
confideration,  and  who  had  frequently  dared  to  de- 
fend his  principles  in  her  prefence  and  againft  her- 
ft\C  that  Princefs  refufcd  to  facrifice  him. 

It  will  perhaps  be  acceptable  to  know  who  were 
the  emigrants  of  higheft  diftin6lion  at  the  court  of 
Ruflia. 

The  firft  was  Efterbazy,  emilTary  of  the  French 
Princes,  and  invcfted  with  the  title  of  their  ambafla- 
dor.  A  haughty  and  mean  courtier,  of  a  harfli  fpirit 
and  a  very  difagrecable  figure,  Efterbazy  had  con- 
trived to  mak6  rudenefs  pafs  for  a  noble  auflerity. 
The  champion  of  unlimited  monarchy,  and  of  every 
thing  which  he  called  the  government  of  Charle- 
magne, he  had  the  addrefs,  by  an  oftentatious  dif- 
pl^y  of  bis  principles,  and  by  contemptible  flattery, 
to  render  himfelf  dear  to  Catharine  and  to  the  fa- 
vourite ZoubofF,  whofe  rhoft  afRduous  adulator  he 
was.  Always  afFefting  extreme  poverty,  he  obtained 
fuccefiively  from  the  Emprefs  a  confiderable  penlion^^ 
a  palace,  and  prefents  of  every  kind.  He  inflru6ted 
his  fon  in  the  art  of  begging,  and  made  him  appear 
in  a  fhabby  drefs,  in  order  to  excite  the  commifera- 
tion  of  the  Sovereign.  Efterbazy,  befides,  injured,  as 
far  as  it  was  in  his  power,  Choifeul-Gouffier,  Bom- 
belles^  and  the  other  emigrants.     He  neglejSed  the 

Grand- 
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Grand-dake  in  the  moft  infolting  manner,  and  was 
rewarded  for  it  by  ZoubofF,  who  foan  proowred  bim 
admiffion  into  the  fecret  political  junto. 

Bornbelles  made  bimfelf  confpicuons  only  by  an 
ephemeral  ftatelineft.  His  pfetenfion  and  bis  inligr 
nificancy  had  a  proper  value  fet  upon  them. 

Saint-^Prieft  fucceeded  better.  The  Emprefs  ^k- 
|)refled  for  him  much  benevolence  and  refpedt.  But 
the  defirc  of  appearing  grateful  was  perhaps  her  only 
motive  for  atfting  in.  this  manner.  Be  how  it  may^ 
ibe  faid  one  day,  after  a  long  converiation  with  Saint- 
Prieft  : — *^  I  could  pafs  my  life  with  fuch  miniflers," 
She  pafled  only  one  winter  in  this  manner.  Saint- 
Prieft  quitted  Peterfburgh  and  repaired  to  Stockjbolm, 
'Catharine  had  entrufted  him  with  a  fecretfcommif- 
fion,  and  has  not  ceafed  to  employ  him  in  her  po- 
litical arrangements. 

With  no  lefe  underftanding  than  Saint-Prieft,  Choi- 
feul  Gouffier  did  not  infpire  the  fame  confidence. 
His  exterior,  his  ftyle  of  converfation,  announced  only 
a  courtier  who  had  great  pretentions  to  finefle.  Bo- 
lides, the  Emprefs  was  prejudiced  agaiuft  him,  be- 
caufe,  inftead  of  rendering  her  all  the  fervice  wirfi 
the  divan- which  (he  expelled,  he  had  induced  the 
Turks  to  fumifti  fubfidies  to  Sweden,  to.  enable  that 
power  to  attack  Rulfia.  On  his  firft  arrival  at  Pc- 
terflxirgh,  the  Emprefe  amufed  herfelf  fometimes 
with  embarraffing  him  by  infidious  queftions  on  the 
.  fubjeuft  of  that  negotiation  :  but  he  patiently  fuppcrt- 
ed  her  difpleafure,  and  at  length  infenfibly  acquired 
fome  degree  of  credit  both  with  Catharine  bprfelf  and 
with  ZoubofF.  ' 

Calonne  top  repaired  to  Peterfburgh.  He  under- 
took this  journey  under  pretence?  of  propofing  to  the 
Emprefs  the  purchafe  of  a  valuable  colledlion  of  pic- 
tures he  bad  to  difpofe  of,  and  made  an  attempt  to 
negotiate  for  the  French  Princes  and  for  the  coalition 
of  Kings.  But  fome  other  emigrants,  and  particu- 
larly Eftcrhazy,  took  advantage  of  their  influence  to 

prevent 


454  HISTORY  OF  CATHARI^B  II.  [l794. 

prevent  his  being  liftcned  to.  Befides,  his  oonduA 
was  by  no  means  calculated  to  procure  fuccefs  in  a 
court  where  etiquette  was  fo  rigoroufly  obfcrved, 
Being  invited  to  dine  with  the  minifters,  he  made 
the  company  wait  for  him  long  beyond  the  hoar,  ar-r 
rived  ibme  time  after  they  had  fate  down  to  table, 
and  excufed  himfelf  by  faying,  that  he  thought  the 
fafhion  there  wds  that  of  England.  He  perfifted  tp 
trifle  in  the  fame  manner  when  the  Emprefs  invited 
him  to  Tzarlko-Zelo,  which  highly  offended  her. 

His  prefumption,  and  negle6t  of  eftablifhed  ufages, 
expofed  Calonne  to  an  affront  which  he  mufl:  have 
very  fenfibly  felt.  Having  been  admitted  into  the 
company  of  the  Emprefs  at  Tzarfko-Zelo,  he  ima- 
gined that  he  might  prefent  himfelf  when  he  pleafed 
at  Peterfburgh.  He  reforted  to  the  Imperial  palace, 
and  followed  into  the  apartments  (bme  emigrants  who , 
bad  letters  of  admiffion.  But  as  the  yeonico  of  the 
guard  were  furnifhed  with  a  lift  of  the  perfons  whom 
the  Emprefs  had  diftinguifhed  by  that  mark  of  fa- 
vour," Calonne's  forwardnefs  was  immediately  re- 
marked :  nay,  it  is  believed  that  his  own  compatriots 
were  the  firft  to  point  it  out  to  the  Emprefs.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  orders  were  given  to  let  Calonne  know 
that  he  failed  in  point  of  etiquette.  On  this,  two  of 
the  yeomen  came  up  to  him  in  the  inner  apartments 
and  defired  him  to  walk  out.  As  they  fpoke  in  the 
Ruffian  tongue,  and  he  did  not  underftand  their 
meaning,  he  ftepped  back,  and  thought  of  over- 
awing them  by  afluming  a  ftatcly  air.-  But  the  two 
yeomen.took  him  rudely  enough  by  the  arm,  and  fairly 
turned  him  out  of  doors.  It  was  on  Sunday ;  the 
court  was  brilliant  and  croudcd  ;  and,  the  mortifica- 
tion was  fo  much  the  more  fcvcre,  that  the  fcenc 
paffed  in  the  prcfcnce  of  many  witnefles.  Calonne 
complained  loudly  of  this  treatment :  the  Empcefs 
was  foon  informed  of  it.  Wilhiug  to  efface  from  his 
mind  the  imprcffion  it  had  made,  ftie  fent  him  an  in- 
vitation, and  from  ihtit  moment  he  had  his  Jcttcrof 
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admiflion.     He  neverthelefs  afterward  took  care  to 
behave  with  mpre  circumfpe6tion.  The  fpirit  of  levity 

.and  the  audacious  vanity  which  *had  formerly  gained 
Gilonne  many  partifans  in  France,  could  not  pro- 
cure him  the  fame  advantages  at  the  court  of  Peterf- 
burgh. '  Little  beloved,  and  flill  lefs  eftcemed,  he 
was  diftinguifhed  there  by  hardly  any  other  name  than 
that  of  the  thief. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  French  emigrants  who  made 
their  appearance  at  the  court  of  Catharine,^!  ought 
perhaps  to  have  begun  with  the  Count  d'Artois.  The 
Emprefs  thought  herfelf  obliged  to  receive  him  in  a 
ftyle  of  magnificence;  but  fhe  fometimes, exhibited 
plain  indications  that  (lie  longed  for  his  departure. 
The  Count  d'Artois'  refidence  at  Peterfburgh  excited 
frequent  murmurs  among  the  Ruffians,  on  account 
of  the  expcnfe  it  occafioned,  and  it  vi^as  flill  more  fatal 
to  Frenchmen  fettled  in  Kuffia.  They  were  forced 
to  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  pretender  to  tbiB^ 

,  crown  of  France,  and  to  fwear  implacable  hatred  to 
the  French  republic.  Thofe  who  refufed)  could  obtain 
a  delay  of  no  more  than  three  weeks  for  the  arrange- 
ment of  their  affairs,  and  were  afterwards  rigoroufly 
compelled  to  quit  the  Ruffian  territories,  where  moft 
of  them  left  debts,  which  muft  of  courfe  have  been 
confidered  as  fo  much  loft. 

The  Count  d'Artois  had  in  his  retinue  Roger  Da- 
mas,  d'Efcars,  the  Swifs  colonel  de  Roll,  and  the 
bilbop  of  Arras.  This  laft  vviis  the  Prince^'s  chief 
counlcllor.  He  never  fpoke  of  public  affiiirs  but  with 
a  haughtinefs  and  impetuofity  which  rendered  his 
ecclefiafiic  garb  but  the  more  remarkable.  The. 
Ruffian  courtiers  thcmfelvcs  were  (hocked  at  it,  and 
congratulated  the  French  on  their  deliverance  from 
that  man  whom  they  denominated  the  travelling  go- 
vernor, ' 

About  this  time  the  newsof  Dumourier's  defedlion 
reached  Ruffia.  The  emigrants  flattered  thcmfelves 
that  this  general  would  prcfentiy  reconquer  France, 

and 
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the  Count  d'Artois  made  no  fecret  of  it  in  talking  to 
the  deputation  of  French  merchants  who  had  been 
conftrained  to  wait  on  him.  .  * 

An  emigrant  of  a  rank  lefs  elevated,  but  of  an  qafy 
wit,  and  having  ftill  more  prctenlion  than  talent$, 
likewife  lived  fome  time  at  Pcterfburgh.  This  was 
♦Senac  of  Meilhan,  the  ancient  intendant  of  Valen- 
ciennes,  and  known  by  fome  imitations,of  the  works 
of  the  acadernician  Duclos. ' 

When  the  pofthiimous  works  of  Frederick  11.  ap- 
peared, the  Emprefs  envied  that  Prince  the  glory  of 
having  immortalized  himfclf  by  his  writings,  as  well 
as  by  his  actions.  She  wifhed  that  a  work^  dec6rated 
with  her  name,  (hould  di6tate  to  pofterity  the  admi- 
ration which  fhe  flattered  herfelf  with  the  hope  of 
'having  infpircd.     She  had  long  been  coHecSting  me- 

.  moirs  refpe6ting  the  principal  events  of  her  reign  ; 
and  not  having  fufficicnt  reliance  on  her  own  talent 
for  wTiting,  thought  of  having  them  fecretly  digefted 
by  a  pen  more  pratflifed  than  her  own.     The  mife- 

.rable  fuccefs  of  the  Antidote  had  demonftratcd  to  her 
that  it  is  not  very  eafy  to  compofe  in  French  a  book 
worthy  of  being  read.  She  defircd  Grimm,  therefore, 
to  find  her  a  man  capable  of  fulfilling  her  intentions : 
Grimm  fent  Senac  of  Meilhan. 

Before  (lie  employed  this  writer,  Catharine  thought 
proper  to  fludy  his  genius  and  chara<^er.  She  re-r 
ceivcd  him  with  great  benevolence,  and  converfed 
with  him  fever^l  times.  But  inftead  of  appearing  as 
modeft,  and  as  much  devoted  to  the  Emprefs  as  (he 
expedled.,  Senac  difcovered  a  lofty  ambition,  and  even 
let  it  appear  that  be  entertained  hopes  of  being  fent 
minifter  from  Ruffia  to  Conftantinople.  Catharine 
refented  this  indifcretion  :  (he  did  not  truft  Senac 
with  her  memoirs,  and  haftened  to  difmifs  hij;n,  after 
fecuring  him  a  penfion  of  1 500  roubles. 

The  court  of  Peterfburgh  had  been  for  fome  time 
divided  into  two  parties.  At  the  head  of  the  one  were 
old  Oftermann;  the  WoronzofFs  and  Bczborodko, 

who 
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who  endeavoured  to  (helter  themfelves  under  the 
name  of  the  Grand-duke,  but  which  that  Prince  had 
always  the  prudence  to  difavow,  and  of  whofe- in- 
trigues he  was  ignorant,  or  at  leaft  pretended  to  be 
fo.  The  other  party  was  that  oif  ZouboiF,  Markofi^ 
and  Nicolai-Ivanowitz-SoItikofF,  an  avaricious  and 
crafty  courtier,  who,  though  governor  tp  the  Grand- 
duke's  children,  had  fervilely  devoted  himfelf  ,to  the 
favourite. 

This  favourite  was  farther  fupportcd  by  his  own  fa- 
ther, his  three  brothers  and  his  lifter,  all  of  them 
overwhelmed  with  the  Sovereign's  benefits.  It  is 
neceflary  to  make  the  reader  acquainted  with  this 
family. 

The  father  of  the  favourite  ZoubofF  had  been  vice- 
governor  of  a  province,  and  entrufted  in  that  capa- 
citv  with  the  adminiftration  of  the  finances,  of  the 
magazines  and  of  the  manufactures  depending  on  the 
department.  Thefe  eftablifhments  were  confumed 
by  fire,  and  it  was  fufpecRed  that  he  himfelf  had  oc- 
cafioned  the  conflagration,  as  a  difpeniation  from 
making  up  his  accounts.  Whether  it  were  fo  or  not, 
that  fire  amounted  to  a  revenue  of  6o,000  roubles  in 
favour  of  th«  vice-governor.  After  the  elevation  of 
his  fon,  ZoubofF  obtained  the  important  office  of  pro- 
curator-general of  the  fenate,  and  made  a  ftandalous 
traffic  of  ju (lice.  He  bought  up  fuits  of  law,  be 
what  they  might,  nwd  had  them  decided  according 
to  his  fancy.  His  foi)  himfelf  was  fo  much  afharoed 
of  it,  that  he  rcfolved  to  remove  him,  and  got  him 
appointed  fen  atop  in  the  diftridl'of  Mofcow,  where 
he  died  and  left  an  immenfe  fortune. 

Nicola'i  2k)ubofF,  the  eld^fl  fon  of  that  extortioner, 

,  was  an  eftimable  man.  He  ferved  in  Poland,^  dif- 
tinguiftied  himfelf  there  by  his  valour,  and  married 
the  daughter  of  Field-marefchal  Souwaroffi 

Valerian  ZoubofF,  brigadiQr-m(yor  of,  the  guards, 
likewife  ferved  in  the  wars  of  Poland,  where  he*  ha^ 
a  leg  carried  away  by  a  cannon- (liotv    Audacious  li*- 

f..  ■  •  ■    '  bertine. 
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bertine,  he  for  fome  time  partook,  with  his  brother 
Plato,  of  the  fecret  favours  of  the  Sovereign,  and 
fince  commaqdied  the  army  which  marched  againft 
the  Perfians. 

Alexander  ZoubofF,  chamberlain  to  the  Emprefs^ 
a  man  defiitute  of  talents,  but  ambitious,  vi^as  fdn-in- 
law  of  the  opulent.  Prince  Wefemtlcoi,  who  had  eo^* 
grofled  the  three  places  of  procurator-general  of  the 
fenate  of  Ipeterfburgh,  of  minifter  of  the  finances, 
and  minifter  of  the  interior. 

Finally,  Plato  ZoubofF,  lover  d{  Catharine  If.  de- 
corated with  the  title  of  prince,  and  grand-mafter  of 
artillery,  enjoyed  all  the  credit  formerly  poffefled  by 
Orloff,  Lanlkoi  and  Potemkin.  Minifters,  generals^ 
ambafiadors, .  n)ight  be  feen  dancing  attendance  at 
the  toilet  of  this  minibn,  and  humbly  paying  court  to 
him,  aflured  that  thefe  a6ts  of  degrading  complai- 
fance  were  the  only  method  of  yurchafing  the  goocl- 
will  of  the  Emprels, 

Thefifter  of  ZoubofF  was  married  to  the  chamber* 
lain  JerebzofF.  This  woman,  beautiful  and  much 
addidted  to  galhintry,  employed  part  of  her  revenue 
in  adts  of  beneficence,  and  frequently  failed  to  keep 
an  engagement  with  her  lovers,  to  go  aad  relieve  the 
miferable.  She  abhorred  the  court,  etiquette,  .the 
great  world,  and  would  willingly  have  pafled  her 
whole  life  in  dilhabille.  SirCharl^  Wbitworth,  the 
Britith  minifter,  attached  himfelf  to  her,  and  had  the 
good  fortune,,  by  her  credit  and  that  of  the  favourite, 
to  appeafe  the  Emprefs,  whotf)  the  laft  Turkifli  war 
had  irritated  againft  the  court  of  London. 
.  Old  Nikita  DimidofF,  well  known  from  his  wealth, 
and  extravagances,  had  faDen  paffionately  in  love- with 
the  favourite's  fifter,  and  that  lady,  who  never  could 
find  in  her  heart  to  be  cruel,  received  viery  conlider- 
abU  prefents  from  himi^ 

The  intimate  coufidant  of  ZoubofF  was  a  kinfman^^ 
of  his  own^  named  Ka^inflcy,  a  frivolous  young  man, 
but  fprightly,  (pr  whom  he  had  procured  a  cham- 

,  bcrlainU 
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bferlain's  place,  and  whofe  advice  he  frequently  jfol- 
lowed. 

ZoubofFlikewife  repofed  much  confidence  in  a  Ra- 
gilfan,  of  the  name  of  Altefti.  Placed  at  firft  in  the 
JiOLife  of  A  free  merchant  of  Conftantinople,  Altefti 
got  acquainted  with  the  Ruffian  minifter  BulgakofF, 
who,  fettihg  a  value  on  the  pliant  and  .  refolute  dif- 
pofition  of  this  young  Italian,  attached  him  to  his  le- 
gation and  carried  him  to  Warfaw.  Altefli  got  into 
favour  with  fome  Polonefe  pofiefled  of  influence,  and 
obtained  a  miffion  .to  Peterfburgh,  where  he  caballed, 
with  equal  addrefs  and  ingratitude,  againft  his  pro- 
testor, and  fucceeded  in  procuring  his  recal.  •  He 
found  means  at  the  fame  time  to  get  into  the  good 
graces  of  ZoubofF,  who  took  him  for  his  fccretary, 
and  initiated  him  in  the  myft'eries  of  his  junto. 

Altefti  drcw  up  the  man ifefto. which  paved  the  way 
for  the  laft  partition  of  Poland,  and  it  will ,  be  pre-  > 
fently  fccn  that  this  was  not  the  only  fervice  which 
he  rendered,  both  to  the  Emprefs  and  to  her  fa- 
vourite. 

Among  the  perfonages  whom  I  have  been  men- 
tioning, fome  had  very  great  influence  iri  the  cabi- 
net of  Peterfburgh  ;  but  they  did  not  always  dire<Sjt 
nfliirs  as  they  pkafed.  The  Emprefs  kept  an  eye 
over  them.  Neither  her  age  nor  infirmities  pre- 
vented her  from  tranfadling  bufinefs  every  day  with 
her  miniflers,  and  from  deciding  matters  of  the  highell 
importance  by  her  fole  authority. 

ZouboflL,  yielding  to  the  importunity  of  his  fifter 
imd  of  Sir  Charles  Whitworth,  perfuaded  the  Em- 
prefs to  conclude  a  new  treaty  of  commerce  with 
England.  That  which  had  expired  in  1/86,  was  not 
till  now  renewed. 

The  Emprefs,  at  the  fame  time,   publiflied  two 
edifls,   which    forbid  the  importation   of  the  m.er-  . 
.cbandize  of.Fran«pe  into   her  ftates.     This  was  a 
double  triumph  to  the  Englifli.     The  new  treaty  of 
commerce  extended  their  privileges,  and  they  flat- 
tered 
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tered  thcmfelves  with  the  profpedl  of  fabftituting 
the  fluffs  of  India  and  of  their  own  manufa6ture  in 
place  of  the  beautiful  productions  of  Lyons,  and  the 
wines  of  Madeira  and  Oporto  inftead  of  the  wines  of 
France. 

They  obtained  ftill  nr)ore.  Catharine  prom i fed  to 
add  in  a  (hort  time  to  their  fleets  a  Ruffian  fquadron. 
The  order  was  even  given  to  accelerate  the  armaments 
at  Cronftadt.  Stackelberg  urged  the  court  of  Stock- 
holm not  to  maintain  the  neutrality  with  France ;  ^nd 
Kradener,  animated  by  the  fame  fpirit,.  tormented 
the  court  of  Copenhagen  with  his  felicitations*  But 
the  Swedes  and  the  Danes,  who  confidered  the  ad- 
vantages of  their  commerce  only,  remained  inflexi- 
ble. 

The  Grand-fignor  fent  to  Peterlburgh  an  ambaf- 
Ibdor,  who  made  magnificent  prefcnts  to  the  Emprefs 
and  her  minifters.  That  Princefe  difpatched  at  the 
^ame  time  to  Conflantinople  Koutouzoff,  with  the 
title  of  ambaflador  extraordinary.  Koutouzoff  em-* 
ployed  prayers  and  menaces  to  prevail  on  the  Porte 
to  expel  all  the  French  from  the  Ottoman  territory. 
The  attempt  was  vain.  The  div^n,  in  indignation  at 
the  defeflion  of  the  Englifli,  who  had  abandoned 
them  in  the  laft  war,  and  enlightened  with  refpe6l  to 
their  real  interefts  by  the  minifter  of  France  Defcor- 
ches,  preferved  the  refpedl  due  to  a  nation  which  they 
regarded  as  their  mqft  faithful  and  ancient  ally. 

During  this  period,  the  ambaflador  of  RuflSa  at 
Stockholm,  and  the  Swedifh  party  attached  to  that 
power,  made  inceflant  cabals  to  deprive  the  Duke  of 
Sudermania  of  the  regency,  and  to  have  a  council 
named  to  the  young  King,  entrufted  with  the  govern- 
ment, under  the  protection  of  the  Emprefs.  They 
even  formed  a  confpiracy,  which  was  difcovered  at 
the  inflant  of  explofion.  -  In  order  to  give  a  juft  idea 
of  this,  it  is  neceflliry  tp  return  a  little  farther  back. 

In  1782,  Guftavus  III.  made  a  Will,  according  to 
which  he  gave  diredions,  in  cafe  of  his  death,  that, 

conformably  - 
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conformably  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom, 
his  fon,  Guftavus-Adolphus,  fhouTd  not  take  the 
reins  of  goverriment  till  he  had  attained  the  age  of 
one  and  twenty.  During  the  war  which  he  carried 
on  againft  Ruflia,  he  made  a  fecorid,  which  fixed  at 
eighteen  years  the  majority  of  Guftavus-Adolphus^ 
on  account  of  the  unexpected  progrefs  which  thi^ 
young  Prince  had  made  in  his  ftudies.  Tbefe  two 
wills  granted  to  the  Duke  of  Sudermania  the  regency, 
and  all  the  rights  of  royalty,  except  that  of  creating 
nobles  and  chevaliers.     .. 

When  Guftavus  had  been  aflaflinated  by  Anker- 
ftrom,  and  as  foon  as  the  phyficians  had.  announced 
his  approaching  death,  this  monarch  made  -a  third 
will,  which,  in  leaving  the  regency  to  the  Duke  of 
Sudermania,  obliged  him  to  take  into  his  council  the. 
barons  d'Armfeld  and  de  Taube.  At  the  moment 
when  the  King  expired  this  writing  was  prefented  to 
the  Duke,  who  read  it,  and  threw  it  into  the  fire. 

Mention  was  therefore  made  of  the  two  firft  wills 
only,  which,  depofited  in  the  tribunal  of  the  court, 
alpne  bore  a  legal  charadler,  and  in  compliance  with 
which  the  Duke  of  Sudermania  was  declared  regent. 
This  Prince  immediately  recalled  the  Baron  de  Reu-  . 
terholm,  who,  after  the  diet  of  1789,  had  withdrawn 
into  Italy.  Without  having  the  fmalleft  title,  Reu- 
terholm  became  the  principal  counfcllor,  or  rather  ' 
the  prime  minifter  of  the  regent. 
•  Almoft  all  thofe  who  had  poffefled  the  confidence 
of  Guftavus  III.  were  devoted  to  Ruffia,  and  were 
removed.  Armfeldt  went  into  Italy,  becaufe  he  was, 
in  fpite  of  himlelf,  named  minifter  plenipotentiary  to 
the  court  of  Naples.  But  although  at  a  diftance  from 
Stockholm,  that  minifter  did  not  the  lefs  labour  to 
deprive  the  Duke  of  Sudermania  of  the  regency,  and 
even  of  life.  He  kept  up  a  conftant  correfpondence 
with  the  court  of  Peterfburgh,  with  which  the  Ra- 
gulan  Altefti,  fecretary  of-  ZoubofF,  was  entrufted. 
ih^  tracedsthe  plaa  of /i  confpiracy,  into  which  thofe 
i  •     . ..  ^  ^  a  friends       '^ 
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friends  whom  he  had  left  in  Sweden  Ajrere  admitted. 
He  at  laft  believed  himfelf  on  the  feve  of  fuccefs*  But 
his  movements  were  obierved ;  his  fteps  were  watched 
by  fpies ;  his  papei?  were  carried  off,  fent  into  Swe- 
den, and  conveyed  to  the  tribunal  of  the  court,  which 
at  the  fame  inftant  caufed  his  accomplices  to'  be  ar- 
feftcd  and  brought  to  trial. 

A.  i>.  1795.  The  greater  part  of  the  proceedings 
on  this  trial  were  printed,  and  proved  to  the  SwediOi 
nation  that  the  confpirators  adted  in  concert  v/iih 
Ruilia,  and  reckoned  upon  tbe  afRiiance  of  tbat 
power. 

Thefe  circumftances  were  not  calculated  to  con- 
ciliate tbe  two  fcourts.  They  on  the  contrary  grew, 
every  day  mote  irritated  againft  each  other ;  and  in  a 
fliort  time,  tbe  notes  which  the  Kuilian  minifters  pre- 
fented  to  Stockholm  contained  nothing  but  menaces^ 
and  even  ferious  accufations  againft  the  regent.  The 
Swedifh  minifter  replied  to  them  uniformly  with  cou- 
rage, but  likewife  with  decency. 

The  regent  had  refolved  to  marry  the  young  King 
of  Sweden  to  the  Princcfs  of  Mecklenburgh.  The 
marriage  was  even  determined  upon,  and  the  Prin- 
cefs  of  Mecklenburgh  proclaimed  future  Queen  of 
Sweden.  The  Emprefs  manifefted  much  diilatisfac«- 
tion  at  this.  She  pretended  that  Guftavus  HI.  had 
promifed  her  the  hand  of  his  fon,  for  One  of  the 
young  Grand -dutcheffes,  and  ftie  regarded  as  an  in- 
fult  the  non-fulfilment  of  that  promife.  When  the 
Cout)t  de  Scbwerin  was  commiflioned  to  go  and  an- 
nounce at  Peterlburgb  the  marriage  of  the  King  of 
Sweden,  Catharine,  informed  before-hand  of  the  ob- 
je6t  of  his  miflion,  difpatched  a  courier  to  the  fron- 
tiers of  Finland^  to  forbid  Scbwerin  to  make  his  en* 
trance  ipto  Ruflia. 

-Shortly  afterwards,  the  Emprefs  appointed  aa  her 
minifter  at  Stockbolm  the  Baron  de  Budbcrg.  It 
ieemed  that,  afte61ing  to  diidain  the  court  of  Sweden^ 
ihe  had  fent  that  agent  there^  both  on.  account  of  hi& 

%  c&trema 
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extreme  youth  and  his  great  haugbtinefe*  It  was  re- 
conrmendecl  to  him  to  dilplay  confiderablc  pride  and 
infblence:  undoubtedly  be  far  exceeded  his  com- 
miffion. 

A.  0.  17.96.  The  mifunderftanding  between  Swe- 
den and  Kuflia  feemed  to  have  arrived  at  its  utmoft 
height,  when  a  French  emigrant,  named  Chriftin, 
appeared  at  Stockholm.  He  had  arrived  from  Eng- 
land at  Grottenburgh,  and  gave  out  that  he  was'  charg- 
ed with  a  miffibn  from  the  Count  d'Artois  to  the 
Emprefs  of  Rufiia.  But  this  was  only  the  better  to 
conceal  theobjetfl  of  his  journey,  as  he  hadfecret  or- 
ders to  prevail  on  the  regent  to  come  to  an  accommo- 
dation with  the  Emprefs.  This  negotiation  fucceed- 
ed  ;  and  fhortly  after  General  Budberg,  uncle  of  the 
•young  char gi'd* affaires y  arrived  in  Sweden  with  the 
title  of  ambaflador  of  the  Empreft.  Greneral  Bud- 
1>erg  made  known  to  the  regent  the  intentions  of  his 
•fovereign.  She  demanded  that  this  Prince  and  the 
Baron  de  Reifterholm  fhould  prepare  the  young  King 
to  repudiate  the  Princefs  of  Mecklenburgh,  to  marry 
one  of  the  grand- daughters  of  the  Emprefs,  and  that, 
befides,  he  fhould  engage  not  to  infift  on  his  con- 
fort's  being  fubjedted  to  the  law  which  prpfcribes  to 
tlie  Queens  of  Swetien  to  adopt  the  religion  of  the 
country :  The  wifhed,  that  afterwards  the  regent  and 
Reuterholm  (hould  accompany  Guftavus-Adolphus 
to  Peterfburgh. 

Catharine  fpoke :  (he  was  obeyed.  The  regent, 
bis  pupil,  his  miniffer,  and  a  great  number  of  cour- 
tier^,  repaired*  to  Peterfburgh.  The  pride  of  the  Em- 
prefs was  gratified:  fhe  now  difplayed  her  magni- 
ficence only. 

The  young  King  appeared  to  be  extremely  afTeifted 
by  the  good  will  which  the  Emprefs  manifefled  to- 
wards him  ;  but  he  was  flill  more  fo  with  the  charms 
of  the  Grand-dutchefs  Alexandra :  the  fight  of  her 
eafily  obliterated  from  his  mind  the  Princefs  of  Meck- 
lenburgh.    Propofals  of  marriage  werevepy  fpeedily 

N  n  2'  made. 
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jnade,  add  the  day  of  contra<5l  was  fixed^  which  was 
to  have  been  followed  by  a  fplendid  entertainment. 
When  the  inftrumeiit  was  prefented  to  the  King,  that 
be  might  put  his  fignature  to  it,  he  obferved,  to  the 
.great  aftoniihment  of'the  Imperial  family,  that  the 
fundamental  laws  of  Sweden  obliged  him  to  demand 
that  the  Princefs  fhould  change  her  religion,  and  that 
without  this  condition  he  could  not  fign  the  con- 
traft. 

The  Emprefs  at  firft  employed  folicitations  and 
flattery  to  perfuade  the  young  monarch  to  overlook 
that  claufc :  but,  perceiving  that  he  could  not  be 
prevailed  on  to  alter  his  resolution ,  fhe  arofe  coldly 
and  went  out :  the  Grand-duke,  the  Grand-dutchefs 
and  their  children  followed  her.  The  banquet  did 
not  take  pl^ce  ;  and  the  next  day  Guftavus-Adolphus  . 
and  his  retinue  quitted  Peterfburgh, 

Catliarine  had  conquered  by  her  arms  and  by  her 
intrigues  nearly  the  half  of  Poland,  the  Krimea,  the 
Kuban,  and  a  part  of  the  frontiers  of  Turkey ;  but 
fhe  had  no  occafion  to  have  recourfe  to  combats  in 
order  to  invade  another  country,  rich  and  well  peo- 
pled :  intrigue  was  fufficicnt.  This  country  was  Cour* 
land,  over  which  ftill  reigned  the  feeble  fon  of  the 
languinary  Biren. 

In  order  to  comprehend  all  the  advantage  of  this 
^cquifition,  it  is  necefl^ry  to  give  an  idea  of  the  geo- 
graphy of  Courland,  of  its  protiu6lions,  and  of  its  in- 
habitants. , 

Courland,  fituated  between  the  56th  and  58th  de- 
gree of  northern  latitude,  is  divided  into  three  parts, 
Courland  Proper,  Semigallia  and  the  circle  of  Pilton. 
It  is  bounded  by  Livonia,  Lithuania,  Samogitia  and 
the  Baltic  Sea.  The  Dwina  feparates  it  from  Livonia 
on  the  north,  and  waters  its  frontiers  through  a.fpacq 
of  more  than  fixty  leagues.  The  fouth  of  Courland 
is  contiguous  to  Lithuania  and  Samogitia,  from  War- 
nowitz  up  to  the  river  Heiligenatz/ which  empties  it- 
felf  into  the  Baltig. 
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The  portion  of  Samogttia  which  fepariates  Cour- 
land  from  Pruffia  is  no  more  than  four  or  fiv6  leagues 
in  breadth,  and  it  is  there  that  are  to  be  found  the 
only  coafts  which  Poland  has  upon  ^the  Baltic. 

Courland,  more  favoured  as  to  the  means  of  navi- 
gation, has,  upon  this  fea,  more  than  a  hundred 
leagues  of  coaft,  which'prefentfeveral  creeks,  feveral 
bays,  and  the  excellent  ports  of  Liebau  and  of  Win- 
xlau.  This  laft,  which  never  is  fhut  up  by  the  ice, 
will,  without  doubt,  one  day  become  the  ftation  of 
the  Ruffian  fleets.  It  may  be  eafily  put  in  a  ftatc  to- 
contain  a  hundred  fhips  of  the  line,  which  can  at  any 
period  menace  Sweden  and  Denmark,  ^ 

Courland  is  watered  by  the  Dwina,  the  Windau, 
the  Aau,  the  Ekran  and  the  Sufleg,  and  it  would  be 
eafy  to  eftablifh  there  an  interior  navigation.  The 
-  Windau  and  the  Aau  mighty  in  a  particular  manner, 
facilitate  the  commerce  of  the  Baltic  with  Lithuania 
and  Samogitia,  from  whence  thefe  ;rivers  take  their 
fource. 

There  are  alfo  in  Courland  lakes  and  marfhes* 
The  principal  lakes  are  thofe  of  Saueken  and,  of  An- 
gern,  of  Rcffinaiten,  of  Liebau  and  of  Popenf(£e. 
The  cantons  which  fupply  the  greateft  quantity  of 
wood  are  Dohndangen,  Popen,  Schleck,  Rutzau. 
The  diftridls  of  Mertzendorff,  of  Bengallen,  of  Ara- 
bothen,  prefent  only  a  mountainous  afpedl. 

The  climate  of  Courland  is  good,  but  fevere.  It 
has  rapid  tranfitions  from  cold  to  heat  and  from  heat 
to  cold,  and  there  are  very  frequent  fogs.  Notwith-* 
Handing  this,  the  inhabitants  of  it  are  robuft  and 
long-lived. 

The  foil  of  this  country  is  in  general  fertile.  It 
produces  in  abundance  wood,  corn,  fruits,  and  vari- 
ous other  vegetables.  There  are,  it  is  true,  fomo 
-cantons  lying  fallow,  but  that  is  from  want  of  la- 
bourers and  animals. 

The  forefts  there  arc  filled  with  game,  and  the 
rivers  with  fifh.     The  foil  is  calcareous,  but  covered 
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ii)  drv€r$  plflc^  with  fand,  tqtf,  and  potters-  ddy. 
There  are  quarries  of  marble,  and  mines  of  iron  aR<i 
CJoal,  but  they  are  not  worked.  You  likewife  find 
there  vitriol  and  lead  ore.  The  eommoditieit  which 
Courland  fupplies  to  commerce,  are  wheat,  barley, 
0at«,  timber  for  building,  hemp,  flax,  potAlhes,  leii^ 
ther,  furs,  feathers,  falted  and  fmoked  provifions^ 
wax,  rofin,  tallow,  amber,  beer  and  brandy  diftiUed 
frorfi  grain.  ^ 

.  There  are  no  manufactures  in  Courland :  of  con* 
lequence.feveral  articles  of  luxury,  even  feveral  of  the  - 
moft  ncceflfary  things  are  imported  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  procure  immcnfe  profits  to  the  Dutch,  the 
Daries,  the  jEkiglifti,  which  they  barter  for  the  com-  , 
moditie^  of  the  country. 

The  great  number  of  little  ports  which  Q)urland 
has  upon-,  the  Baltic  are  extremely  favourable  to 

fmuggling.  .  ^    ., 

Before  J  mention  the  ftate  of  the  inhabitantSr  and 
of  the  government  of  Courland,  at  the  moment  when 
Catharine  II.  took  pofleffion  of  this  country,  I  ihall 
relavte  fucciniftly  what  they  have  been. 

.  It  is  nearly  2200  years  fince  fome  fouthern  naviga- 
fors  diicovered  in  that  quarter  of  the  north,  of  which 
I  fpeak,  fome  favage  people  who  carried  on  the  com* 
.  ine^ce  and  fiibing  for  amber.  Herodotus  gives  theni 
the  name  of  Venedes ;  other  writers  of  antiquity  call 
them  Guttons,  Suevi,  jEftians,  Heruli,  and  from  one 
of  thefe  hordes^  the  Baltic  was  named,  feventeen  cen- 
turies back,  the  fea  of  the  Suevi.  The  Guttons  drove 
the  Suevi  into  the  interior  of  the  countj:y,  and  re- 
mained matters  of  the  fea-coaft.  Audacious  pirates,. 
,they  came,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  fixth  century,  to 
ravage  the  coafis  of  France* 

There  were  at  that  time  kings  of  Courland ;  and^ 
there  exifts  ftill  among  the  Courlandilh  peafantry,  a 
family  faid  to  be  defcended  from  their  ancient  kings, 
and  who  ftill  preferve  fome  privileges. 

The  Danes,  the  Swedes,  the  Norwegians,  by  turna 

fubjugated 


fubjugatedth^ Courlanders^  and  were  fcHDetitnts  van'* 
qidflacd  by  theml  Till  the  end  of  tbe  twelfth  cen?- 
tury,  the.  Courlanders  bad  refufed  to  receive  Chrif^ 
tianity,  and  had  frequently  even  .maflacred  thofe  who  * 
^tempted  to  preach  it  to  them ;  but  a  grand  cru&de^ 
levied  againft  them  by  Pppd  Innocent  IIL  obliged  . 
them  to  become  converts. 

The  order  of  chevaliers  forte^ghive  took  poflefSon 
of  Courfand,  eredled  into  a  dutchy,  arid  confidered  it 
as  an  oblat-6ef,  the  fovereignty  of  which  was  veiled 
in  the  Kings  of  Poland*  The  Grand-mafter^  Conrade 
de  Medem,  built  the  city  of  Mittau,  which  is  the  ca-» 
pital  of  the  country.  Long  after  this,  Sigifmund* 
Auguftus,  the  King  of  Poland,  united  Courfand  to  his 
ftates;  and  finally,  the  Grand-mailer  Gothard  Kettler 
was  Duke  of  it  in  156 1,  but  the  King  of  Poland  did 
not  graint  him  invefliture  till  eighteen  years  after- 
ward. 

The  defcendants  of  Gothard  K^tler  almqil  always 
retained  the  dutchy  of  Courland  down  to  the  yeai^ 
17S7.  One  of  thenij^  James  III.  who  lived  in  the 
middle  of  the  feventcenth  century,  acquired  in  Eu- 
rope confideration  and  glory.  He  concluded  advan-^ 
tageous  treaties  jvith  Ehgland  and  France.  He  had 
his  marine  and  finances  in  excellent  order ;  and  his 
fubjedls  went  to  traffic  fireely  on  the  coail  of  Senega), 
in  the^ river  Gambia,  to  the  Antilles,  and  in  the  ports 
of  Iceland.         • 

Ferdinand,  the  laft  (hoot  of  the  race  of  Kettler^ 
loil  his  dutchy,  for  having  commanded  the  Saxon 
army  againft  the  Czar  Peter  I.  For  thirty  years  he 
faw  his  oppreiied  and  faithful  ftates  recal  him  feveral 
times,  and  never  durft  refume  the  government.  At 
length,  on  the  death  of  that  Prince,  the  Emprefs 
Anne  obliged  the  Courlanders  to  eled  as  Duke,  her 
too  unworthy  favourite  Biren. 

Biren,  at  that  time  all-powerful  in  the  court  of  Pe- 
terfburgh,  and  afterwards  banifbed  for  twenty  years  to 
the  deft'rt3  of  Siberia^  did  not  go  to  take  fwlii^llion  of 
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liis  dutch/  till  his  return  ffom  exile.  Six: yeats  after- 
wards.be  rcfigned  the  reins  of  gavernment  to  bis 
fon,' Peter,  already  ele<S^ed  Duke  through*  the  influ- 
ence of  Ruffia,  .. 

The  Courlandeps  had  wretbhed  manners,-  and  ftill 
wprfeJaws.  The  noble$,s  generally  addicted  to  an 
exceflive  debauchery,  enjoyed  privileges  far  too  high, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  cities,  as  well  as  the  pea- 
iantjy,  were  (hamefuUy  degraded.  Tbefe  laft,  na- 
turally good,  but  dull  and  fuperftitious  in  the  ex- 
treme, "bdiiJte  ftill  in  magic.  There  are  even  fome 
of  them  idolaters,  and  who,  in  the  recefles  of  their 
forefls,:  facrifice  animals.  Their  education  is  not 
greatly  calculated  to  amend  them.  There  is  in  Cour- 
land  no  other  inftitution  for  public  inftrudlion  except 
the  miferable  college  of  Mittau.  Lutheranifm  is  the 
cftabliihed  religion  of  that  country  5  but  all  fedlsar'e 
tolerated.  • 

Though  Sox^efeigns  of  Courland,  the  Dukes  have 
been,  down  tio  a  recent  date,  abfolutely  lubje<fted  to 
Poland.  Orders  iflbing  from  the  republic  and  King 
of  Poland,  and  fealed  wFth  the  great  feal  of  Lithua- 
nia, alone  had  the  force  of  law  in  Courland.  The 
Dukes  could  keep  up  no  more  than  a  body  of  500  in- 
fantry and  200  cavalry.  They  had  a  mint,  but  the 
coin  was  impftefled  with  the  effigy  ^and  the  arms  of 
the  King  of  Poland  ;  and  the  nobility,  as  well  as  the 
burghers  of  Courland,  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the 
Polilh  monarch. 

'  The  rights  and  ufages  of  the  Courlandlfli  noblefs 
VfJtrc  nearly  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  Polifh  nobility. 
They  had- their  diets,  their  dietines,  their  privy  and 
arbitrary  tribunals.  They  were  liable  to  no  impoft, 
to  no  excife,  and  paid  to  the  fupport  of  government 
juft  what  they  thought  proper.  '  They  were  opulent, 
becaufe  they  were  proprietors  of  alt  the  lands. 

Duke  Peter  de  Biren  was  avaricious,  litigious^  and 
unworthy  of  refpedi:.  His  blind  attachment  to  his 
favourite  Wagen^r,  contributed  not  a  little  to  render 
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tim  an  object  of  hatred :  but  there  were  ftiU  farther 
grounds  of  complaint  againft  him.  Obliged  to  farm 
out  his  Unds  to  the  nobles  at  a  moderate  rent,  he  had 
raifed  that  rent,  and  made  agricultural  regulations, 
oppreflxve  to  the  hufbandman.  During  an  excurlion 
be  made  into  Italy,  the  regency  replaced  every  thing 
on  the  ancient  footing :  but  when  he  returned,  the 
Puke  reftored  his  innovations^  and  created  a  greater 
numl>er  of  enemies.  He  feemed,  by  his  imprudent  , 
condufi^,  determined  himfelf  to  drive  his  fubjedls  to 
meet  the  Ruffian  yoke. 

The  emiilarics  of  Ruflia  had  long  ago  fucceeded 
in  gaining  over  many  Courlanders,  and  particularly 
the  counfellor  Howen,  a  man  -eloquent,  pliable  and 
ambitious.  The  Courlandiih  nobility  were  frequently 
allured  to/Peterfburgh;  The  flattering  reception  given 
them  by  the  Emprefs,  diflindlions,  pleafures,  ren- 
dered a  refidence  in  Ruffia  far  preferable,  in  their  eC- 
timation^  to  a  home  at  Mittau,  and  infpired  a  wilh 
rather  to  obey,  the  Sovereign  of  a  vaft  empire,  thaa 
be  fubjedl  to  a  miferly  Duke,  whofe  obfcure  origia 
they  inccflantly  reoolledled,  and  whom  they  confider- 
ed  as  their  inferior. 

In  order  to  induce  the  commonalty  to  adopt  this 
ientiment  of  the  nobles,  Catharine  fet  them  a  wrang- 
ling, ar.d  excited  a  fpirit  of  alarm.  She  at  firft  made 
the'  inhabitants  of  Livonia  to  revive  an  ancient  con- 
vention, which  obliged  the  Courlanders  to  export  all 
their  commodities  from  the  port  of  Riga.  It  was  un* 
doubtcdly  very  ftrange,  that  a  nation  which  had  on 
its  own  coafts  ports  commodiouHy  fituated,  (hould  be 
obliged  to  go,  at  a  great  expenfe,  and  put  on  board 
in  a  foreign  city  the  produdlions  of  its  own  foil !  But 
what  cannot  force  effedl,  and  what  will  not  ambition 
dare  to  do  ?  The  quarrel  of  the  Livonians  and  Cour- 
landers was  not  yet  fettled,  when  the  Emprefs  fent 
engineers  into  Courland  to  trace  the  plan  of  a  canal 
\y|)ipb  Ihould  facilitate  the  conveyance  of  goods  from 
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that  eourttfy  into  Livonia.  The  Courlandcrs  on  this^i 
ilpprehending  that  they  would  foon  be  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  ufing  this  c^nal^  thought  it  would  be  bet- 
ter, for  them,-  to  be  p'rote<fted  than  oppreffed  by  the 
Emprefs,  and  to  become  herfubje6ls  rather  than  her 
neighbours. 

informed  of  thefe  difpofitions,  and  ofall  the  dif- 
contents  which  the  Duke  of  Courland  excited,  Ca- 
tharine fummoned  that  Prince  to  her  court,  under 
the  pretext  of  having  occafion  to  confer  with  him  on 
bufinefs  of  ferious  importance,  but  fcarcely  wa^  the 
l>uke  at  thfe  foot  of  the  throne  of  the  felf-created  def. 
pot  of  the  north,  when  the'  ftates  of  Courland  aflem- 
bled.  The  nobility  propofed  to  renounce  the  fo- 
vereignty  of  Polaqd,  and  fubmit  to  that  of  Ruffia, 
The  chief  members  of  the  grand  council  wiflied  to 
oppofe  this  transfer,  obferving,  that  it  woliM  be  de- 
cent, before  they  proceeded  to  a  decifion,  to  wait  the 
Duke*s  return.  The  oberbourgrave  Howdn  rofe,  and 
made  a  long  fpeeth  in  favour  of  Ruffia.  Some  of  the 
counfelJora  adopted  bis  opinion,  others  upbraided  him 
ds  a  traitor.  The  difpute  grew  warm  ;  mutual  chal- 
lenges were  given,  and  they  were  on  the  point  of 
viettling  the  controverfy  by  the  fword,  when  the  Ruf- 
fian general  Pahlen  made  bis  appearance  in  the  af- 
fembly.  His  prefence  reftored  tranquillity.  No  one 
dared  to  open  his  mouth  againft  Ruffia,  and  the 
propofition  of  the  noblefs  pafled  into  arefolution. 

The  day  after,  an  inftrument  was  drawn  up,  by 
which  Courland,  Semigallia,  and  the  circle  of  Pilten, 
fubjedled  tbemfelves  to  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  and 
it  was  carried  to  Peterfturgh,  where  the  Duke  of 
Courland  learnt  from  the  mouth  of  his  own  fubjetfks, 
that  they  had  juft  ftripped  him  of  bis  principality. 
The  Emprefi  immediately  fent  a  governor  thither. 

There  were  neverthelefs  many  malecontents  in 
Courland..  Difcontent  involved  profcription,  and'the 
effe6ts  of  the  profcribed  became  a  prey  to  Catharine's 
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Goartiers.  The  favourite  Plato  ZoubofF  add  bis  bro* 
ther  Valerian  obtained  a  great  part  of  thofe  rich  and 
ioandalous  fpoils* 

The  unrefifted  fovereign  of  io  many  invaded  fiates, 
Catharine  employed  unremitting  affiduity  to  retain 
them  uhder  her  domination.  Repnin  and  Toutoul- 
min  exadled,  in  her  name,  a  new  oath  of  allegiance, 
the  one  in  liithuania,  the  other  in  Poland,  and  the 
wretched  inhabitants  of  thofe  countries  who  dared  to 
refufe  fubmiffion  to.  that  cruel  formality,  were  in- 
fiantly  ilripped  of  the  inheritance  of  their  fath^^,  and 
driven  from  their  natal  foil. 

The  Emprefs,  who  had  fo  long  promifed,  without 
any  intention  to  keep  faith,  fupport  to  thf^  league  of 
Kings  againft  France,  gave  way,  at  laft,  to  the  ibliei- 
tations  of  the  favourite  2k>uboff,  whom  his  fitter,  the 
Britifli  minifter  and  Ederbazy  jnceflantly  befet.  She 
determined  to  join  the  Englifh  fleet  with  a  fquadroa 
of  twelve  (hips  and  eight  frigates,  the  eomntand  of 
which  waa  4x:>nferre4  on  Admiral  Hanikoff.  But^ 
iiever  forming  a  treaty  but  what  redounded  to  her 
own  benefit,  (he  had  ilipulated  that  Great  Britaiit 
ihould  pay  her  9Q  annual  fubfidy  of  a  million  ilerlingy 
befide  defraying  all  the  expenfe  of  the  fquadron^ 
which  received,  notwithftanding,  fecret  orders  not  to 
fight.  The  court  of  London  obtained,  then,,  by  this 
bargain,  only  a  ufelefs  and  ruinous  bugbear.  It  was 
foon  perceived :  but  the  Ruffian  fquadron  was  kept 
in  BritiCh  pay  for  a  year,  and  the  Emprefs  was  rer» 
quefted  to  recal  her  armament  to  her  own  ports.  Ca- 
tharine afterwards  fent  to  England  three  ihips  of  war 
and  three  frigates. 

That  Princefs  had  married  her  grandibn  Alexander 
to  the  Princefs  Louifa  of  Baden.  She  likewife  wiflied 
to  find  a  confort  for  Prince  Conftantine.  She  invited 
to  her  court  the  three  daughters  of  the  Prince  de 
Saxe-Cobourg,  and,  after  fome  hefitation  in  her  choice, 
determined  in  favour  of  the  youngeft,  who,  on  becom* 
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ing  Grand-dutchefs,  aflbmed  the  name  of  Anna-Fe- 
derowna.  .. 

But  unrefifted  invafion,' treaties,  alliances,  fatisfied 
not  the  ambition  of  Catharine.  Impelled  by  the  rage  ^ 
of  conqueft,  (he  turned  her  arms  againft  Perfia.  Un- 
der pretence  of  fupporting  Lolf-AH-Khan,  a  fhoot 
from  the  race  of  the  Sopbis,  (he  intended  to  avenge 
herfelf  on  the  eunuch  Aga-Mabmed,  and  make  her- 
felf  mtftrcfsofthe  Perfian  provinces  bordering  on  the 
Cafpian  Sea,  Her  minifter  at  Coriftantinople  had  or-, 
ders  to  prefs  the  Porte  to  enter  into  her  vicv^^s.  The 
Reis-effendi  Rafched  Mahomet  powerfully  fupported 
ber ;  but  the  divan  remained  inflexible. 

Valerian  ZouboiF  penetrated,  at  the  head  of  a  nu- 
merous army,  into  the  province  of  Dagheftan,  and 
proceeded  to  lay  fiege  to  Derbent.  He  fir  ft  attacked 
a  lofty  tower  which  covered  that  place,  and  after  hav- 
ing carried  it,  and  put  the  garrifon  to  the  fword,  pre- 
pared to  give  the  allault  to  the  city.  The  Perflans, 
intimidated  by  the  firft  fuccefs,  and  by  the  fury  of  the 
Ruffians,  begged  quarter,  and  the  commandant,  a 
venerable  old  man,  of  120  years,  and  the  fame  per- 
foD  who,  at  the  beginning  of  this  century,  had  fur- 
rendered  Derbent  to  Peter  L  carried  the  keys  of  it  to 
Valerian  ZoubofF. 

Aga-^ahmed  battened  to  relieve  Derbent,  but 
was  informed  by  the  way  that  this  place  had  already 
fubmitted  to  the  Ruffian  arms.  Valerian  ZoubofF  ad- 
vanced to  give^him  battle,  and  vidlory  declared  in 
favour  of  the  Perfians,  who  obliged  their  enemies  to 
retreat  into  Derbent.  Catharine,  informed  of  this 
defeat,  immediately  iffiicd  orders  to  a  part  of  the 
troops  which  (he  had  in  the  Kuban,  to  go  and  re- 
inforce the  army  of  Valerian  ZoubofF,  and  (be  enter- 
tained no  doubt  that  this  general  would  foon  triumph 
over  Aga-Mahmed. 

.    She  tiattered  herfelf  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  a 
itill  greater  triumph.    The  new  treaty  die  was  oh  the 
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point  of  concluding  with  England  and  Aiiftria,  oblige 
ed  her,  in  truth,  to  furniih  thefe  two  powers  with  a 
formidable  army  againft  Francie,  but.it  enfured  to  her 
their  aid  for  attacking  Turkiey.  She  reckoned,  in  a 
word,  on  the  execution  of  her  darling  proje6i,  that 
of  driving  the  Ottomans  out  of  Europe^^and  of  rear- 
ing her  throne  at  Conftantinople. 

In  this  cafe  the  vafl:  empire  of  Catharine  would  have 
had  for  boiindaries,  the  Thracian  Bofphorus  to  thfc 
fouth,  the  Gulph  of  Bothnia  on  the  north,  the  Vif- 
tula  on  the. weft,  and  the  feas  of  Japan  eaftward. 

But  death  blafted  her  hopes.  On  the  morning  of 
jSovember  6th  fhe  was  tolerably  gay,  and  drank  cof- 
fee as  ufual.  Some  time  after  (he  retired  to  her  clofet. 
After  an  interval  of  half  an  hour,  her  female  attendr- 
ants,  finding  fhe  did  not  re-appear,  began  to,  be  un- 
eafy.  They  went  in,  and  found  the  Emprefs  ftretched 
on  the'floor,  with  her  feet  againft  the  door.  Dr.  Ro- 
gerfon,  her  firft  phyfician,  was  called  in,  who,  fup-. 
/pofing  it  to  be  a  fit  of  the  apopiexy,  ordered  "Hei*  to 
be  bled  twice.  The  Emprefs  appeared  at  firft  to 
be  fomewhat  relieved ;  but  it  w^as  impoflible  for  him 
to  give  a  decided  opinion,  and  at  ten  in  the  evening 
Che  expired. 

.  The  Grand-duke  was  at  his  country  refidence  of 
Gatfchina.  As  foon  as  he  was  informed  of  his  mo- 
ther's dangerous  ftate  he  haftened  to  Peterfburgh, 
and  the  inftant  fhe  breathed  her  laft,  was  proclaimed 
Emperor,  by  the  name  of  Paul  I. 

When  he  had  aflumed  the  reins  of  TOvernment, 
that  Prince  failed  not  to  render  to  his  mother  all  the 
funeral  honours  due  to  her ;  but  he  did  not  choofe 
that  fhe  fhould  be  the,  fole  object  of  this  auguft  and 
mournful  ceremony.  Whether  from  an  excefs  of 
filial  piety,  or  to  evince  the  rooted  abhorrence  he 
felt  of  the  crime  which  robbed  him  of  a  father,  he 
brought  that  crime  to  remembrance,  in  a  terrible  and 
folemn  niannen   The  laft  fcene  of  the  bloody  tragedy 
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of  17^^^  was  exhibited  at  the  expiration  of  thirty-five 
years. 

Paul  I.  gave  orders  to  open  the  tomb  of  the  unfortu- 
nate  Peter  III.  which  was  in  the  church  of  St  Alexan- 
der Newiky.  He  cooimanded  to  pjace  on  the  coffin  of 
that  Prince  the  Imperial  crown,  which  he  had  bro&ght 
exprefsly  for  the  purpofe  from  Mofcow.  The  coffin  was 
then  depofited  on  a  bed  of  ftate  by  the  fide  of  that  of 
the  Emprefs,  with  a  love-knot  extending  from  the  one 
to  the  other,  and  an  infcription  it)  the  Ruffian  tongue 
to  this  purport : — '^  In  life  divided,  in  death  united.'* 
Alexis  Orioff  was  ordered  to  Peterfburgh,  and  ap- 
pointed, together  with  Prince  Baratinfky,  to  appear 
in  nK)wming  on  each  fide  of  the  coffin  of  Peter  IIL 
This  difmal  preference  was  unqueftionably  intended 
to  awaken  remorfe  and  terror  in  the  breafls  of  the 
two  aflaffins.  For  three  hours  that  the  ceremony  of 
interment  lafted,  the  eyes  of  all  the  fp^dtators  were 
fixed  on  them,  and  feemed  to  upbraid  them  with  the 
enormity  of  their  offence.  Alexis  OrlofF,  poffeffing 
more  animal  vigour  and  infenfibility  than  Baratinflcy, 
difcpvered  no  fenfible  emotion ;  but  his  accomplice 
had  the  appearance  of  being  filled  with  a  profound 
forrow,  and  would  probably  have  fallen  into  feinting.- 
fits,  but  for  the  falts  incefl&ntly  adminiftered  to  him. 

All  Peterfburgh  expeded  that  this  firft  punifhment 
would  have  been  fucceeded  by  one  of  greater  feverity, 
but  the  vengeance  of  the  Emperor  went  no  farther, 
Alexis  Orioff  received,  without  having  requefted  it, 
permiffion  to  travel,  and  Baratinfky  was  ordered  no 
more  to  make  his  appearance  at  court,  a  difgrace 
which  he  could  not  but  confider  as  a  favour. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  depid,  by  aew  traits,  the 
chara6ier  of  Catharine  If.  .  The  hiftory  which  I  have 
pjA  written  will  be  fufficient^  I  dare  venture  to  believe, 
to  make  her. known.  I  (hall  only  fay  a  few^ words 
with  regard  to  her  perfon^  ot  which  I  have  as  yet 
icarcely  made  mentioxu 

That 
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That  Princefs  hatd  been  pretty  in  her  youtb,  and 
{he  preferved^tp  the  lateft  period,  of  her  life,  much 
grace  and  majefty.  She  was  of  a  middling  ftature, 
but  well  proportioned,  and  $s  (he  carried  her  head 
very  ere6i,  flie  appeared  almpft  tall.  IJo*  forehead 
was  open^  her  nofe  a  little  aquiline,  her  mouth  agrees 
able,  and  her  chin  rather  Jong,  but  not  at  all  mif- 
ihapen.  Her  hair  was  chefnut-brown,  her  eyci-brow^ 
blacfe  and  thick.  Her  blue  eyes  had  a  fweetnefs  fre* 
quently  affe<5led,  and,  more  frequently  ftill,  repkqed 
by  haijghtinefs.  Her  phyfionomy  was  not  deficient 
in  expreffion,  but  that  expreffion  difplayed  but  little 
^hat  wa$  paffing  in  the  foul  of  Catharine,  or  rather 
(he  made  ufe  of  it  only  the  better  to  difguife  her  i  in- 
ward feelings* 

Catharine  was  ufually  drcfled  in  the  Rqffian  njati- 
ner.  She  wore  a  green  robe,  fufiiciently  fliort,  wfiich 
formed  in  front  a  fpecics  of  waiftcoat,  and  the  ftrait 
fleeves  of  which  defcended  to  the  wrift.  Her  hair,, 
lightly  powdered,  floated  over  her  (boulders,  and  was 
furmounted  by  a  fmall  cap  covered  with  diamonds* 
In  the  laft  years  of  her  life  (lie  put  on  a  great  deal  of 
rouge,  for  fhe  ftill  had  pretenfipns  not  to  allow  the 
traces  of  time  to  appear  on  her  coujitenance,  and  it 
is  probable  that  thefe  pretepfioets  only  were  the  capfe 
of  her  living  in  the  utmoft  temperance. 

On  ciays  of  ceremony,  that  Princefs  aflemblcd  on 
her  perfon,  and  in  her  coiirt,  ali  that  European  ele- 
gance could  add  to  the  luftre  of  Afiatic  pomp.  On 
thefe  occaiions,  her  hair  and  her  robe  were  covered 
with  jewels,  and  her  head  was  decorated  with  a  crown 
of  diamonds  of  ineftimable  value.  She  wore  thecroflea  ' 
of  Saint  Alexander  Newflcy,  of  Saint  Wolodomii;,  and 
Saint  Catharine ;  on  one  fide  ihe  had  the  ribbon  of 
Saint  Andrew,  and  on  the  other  that  of  Saint  George^ 
with  the  brilliant  platQS  of  thefe  two  orders,  which 
are  the  firft  of  the  emfwre. 

The  courtierg  of  both  fexes  ftrained  in  emulation 
with  each  other  to  imitate  the  magnificeace  of  the 
So\rere3gn^  a  magnificence  which^  notwithftanding 
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it*s  excefi,  was  without  doubt  left  difficult  to  equal, 
than  the  anxiety  which  (he  expreffed  to  afllire  hef 
glory.  Drefled  in  the  moft  beautiful  ftnffs,  and  in 
the  French  ftyle,  they' difplayed  a  prodif^ious  quan- 
tity of  diamonds  and  other  precious  ftones.  The  but- 
tons, the  buckles,  the  fword-bilts,  the  watch-t  hains^ 
the  epaulettes,  the  plates  and  the  croflefe  of.tbe  dif- 
ferent  orders  of  chivalry  which  the  men  wore,  were 
of  brilliants,  as  well  as  the  ear-rirtgs,  the  necklaces^ 
the  aigrettes,  arfd  feveral  ofhor  ornaments  of  the  wo^ 
men.  This  luxury  rendered  the  court  of  Ruflia  the 
moft  brilliant  court  of  Europe:  but  thofe  who  were 
the  fpedlators  of  it  could  not  help  reflecting  that  fuch 
immenfe  riches  were  loft  to  circulation,  and  that  the 
pride  of  a  few  grandees  confumed  inceffantiv,  and  to 
ano  purpofe,  the  fruit  of  the  labour  and  the  induftry 
of  the  wretched  ferfs.    . 

I  promifed  to  exhibit  a  ftatement  of  what  the  fa- 
T^ourites  of  Catharine  received  from  that  Princefs. 
Here  it  is,  fuch  as  I  received  it  from  perfons  very 
well  informed  on  the  fubjedt* 

The  five  brothers  Orlop**  received  45*000    t>    77 
peafants,  and  in  lands,  palaces,  jewels, 
plate  >and  ready  money  -  17,000,000 

WissoTSKY,  an  officer  of  the  guards^  in 

favour  about  two  months         -  -      300^000 

Wassiltschikopp,  a  fimple  lieutenant  of 

tte  guards  received,  the  twenty  months 

,  he  was  in  favour,  an  eftatein  land,  with 

7,000  peafahts;  valued  at  600,000 

In  ready  money  -  -     100.000 

In  jewels       .  •  *       6o,000 

III  plate  -  -  -       50,000 

A  palace  furniflied     *  -     100,000 

A  penfion  of  20,000  roubles, 

worth  about  -  -     200,000 

13110,000 
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befide    the  order  of  Saint-^AIexander 
Newlky. 


■itMrf^i 
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'  Roubles. 

r  Brought  forward/    18>4 10,000 

PoTEMKiN  received  the  two  firft  years, 

about  niije  millions.     He  afterwards 

accumulated  vaft  wealth.      He   had 

I  )   great  eftates  in  Ppland,  and  iq  all  the  «  : 

\  provinces  of  Ruflia.  One  of  his  chefts 

I  was  filled  with  gold,  (diamonds,  and 

!^  bank-biHs  on   London,   Amfterdam, 

Venice.     His  fortune  was  valued  at      5o,000,000 
ZAWADbPFSKY    received,,   in    eighteen 
'  months,  lands  ia  Poland,  with  2000 
peafants,  in  the  Ukraine  with  6000, 
i    and  in  Ruflia  with  1800:  the  whole 
,  valued  at  -  *      1,000,000  .t 

*  He  j-eceived  in  money       -         150,000  ^r 

I  In  plate  -  -  50,00O 

In  jewels  -  -  8Q,00O 

And  a  penfion  from  the  privy 
purfe   of  .10,000  roubles,      . 
worth     '  •  -  '       100,000 


MBi««a 


befides  the  ribbon  of  the  White  Eagl^ 
of  Poland.  : 

2oEiT2  received,  in  one  year,  the  ribbon 
of  the  Swedish  order  of  ^be  Sword, 
and  that  of  the  Whita^^  Eagle  of  Po- 
land.   An  eftate  in  Poland  of  500,000 

One  in  Lithuania  of  50  haaks, 

worth  -  .         100,000 

In  money         .    -  \.         500,000 

In  jewels  -  -         200,000 

KoRzAKOPP  received,  in  lixteen  months, 
the  ribbon  of  the  White  Eagle  of  Po- 
land, and  the  palace  of  WaffiltfchikofF 
which  had  been  repurchafed  100,000 


1^980,000 


1,420,000 


100,000 


Oo        Carried  fofwaVd,   .     71,310,000 
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^  BrcHight  forward, 

An  cftatc  with  4000  pcafiints      400,000 
In  money  and  jewels 
To  pay  his  debts  •    - 

To  equip  him  for  travelling 
Gratuity  on  his  travels      - 


Roubles. 
7 1,3 10,000 


1 50,000 
100,000 
100,000 

7Oj00O 


Lanskoi  received  in  money  or 


lands 
In  diamonds 
To  pay  hie  debts  - 
A  palace,  valued  at 


7,000,000 

80,000 

80,000 

100,000 


Belide,  his  filter  and  coufin  were  ad- 
mitted into  the  number  of  maids  of 
honour  to  the  Emprefs,  and  received 
many  priefents,  of  which  no  valuation 
can  be  made. 

Yermolofp  received,  in  fixteen  months, 
the  ribbon  of  the' White  Eagle  of  Po- 
land, and  an  cftate  valued  at  ,100,000 

Another,  with  3000  peafants      300,dOO 


In  money 

MoMONOFP     received, 

months,  in  land 
In  money 
In  jewels 


150,000 


■Wrta 


in 


twcaty-fix 

600,000 

200,000 

80,000 


Plato  Zoubofp  was  decorated  with  the 
title  of  Prince  and  with  feveral  rib- 
bons, and  appointed  grand-mafter  of 
artillery.  He  received  immenfe  6ffates 
in  Ruffia,  in  Poland  and  in  Courland. 
His  fortune,  exclufive  of  moveables 
and  jewels,  amoUtnted  to  an  annual  re- 


820,000 


7,260,000 


550,00a 


880,000 


Carried  forward,        80,820,000 
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Rouhles. 
Brought  fonvard,         80,8203000 
^enueof  about  100,000  roubles,  and  is   • 
confequently  eftimated  at    2,500,000 
Furniture  and  jewels  -         200,000 

2,700,000 

Valeriant  Zoubopp  received  a  great 
deal  of  money,  lands  in  Poland  and 
Courland,  and  a  penfion  of  12,000 
roubles,  payable  in  gold.  The  whole 
may  be  eftimated  at  -  -        800,000 


mimmmtm 


84,320,000 

To  thefe  prefents  muft  be  added  the  ex- 

penfe  of  the  favourite,  calculated  at 

250,000  roubles  ayear,which^amounts, 

during  the  34  yeai:s  that  Catherine's 

reign  laftcd,  to         -  -  -     8,500,000 

■■'"II    I      '.If ' » 

Total,         92,820,000 

This  fum  is  equal  to  about  464,100,000  livres 
Tournois,  (upwards  of  19,330,0001.  fterling).  Hence 
it  appears  how  magnificently  Catharine  rewarde4  the 
attachment  of  her  lovers.     She  was  equally  generous 

'to  her  minifters,  her  generals,  and  every  one  about 
her  perfon:  and  in  excufe  for  a  profufion  which  Ibme- 
times  had  the  appearance  of  bearing  an  extravagant 
proportion  to  the  ftate  other  finances,  iheufed  to^y, 

{ "  My  pretended  prodigality  is^  real  economy.  All 
*^  this  remains  in  the  country,  ahd  returns  to  me 
*^  one  day.'^ 


THE  END. 
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